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Nanjing Mochou
Lake • Crabapple

M

ochou Lake, located in Jianye
district, Nanjing, is a worldfamous classical garden south
of the Yangtze River, with a history of
more than 1,500 years. It is known as
"the No. 1 scenic spot in Nanjing" and
"the No.1 lake in the regions south of
the Yangtze River". It’s a must-see
destination when visiting the scenic
spots in Nanjing.
Mochou Lake is brightly
colored in spring. The
scenery of the lake and
mountains blend together
and clusters of colors
form a beautiful place
for visitors to Nanjing.
Due to the
pandemic, the
blossoming of
crabapple flowers wasn’t
witnessed by many, but
seeing the flowers in full
bloom is still the most
beautiful scenery Mochou
Lake can offer in springtime.
Mochou Lake has nearly
one thousand crabapple trees,
and new varieties are introduced to
the park every year. At present, there
are Dragon-shaped, Mochou Red,

Happiness and Longevity, Stick-stem,
North American and more.
Visitors to Mochou Lake are always
enchanted by the beautiful spring

scenery and never want to leave.
The flowering period of crabapple
flowers is generally from mid and late
March to April. The blooming time is also
quite short. When crabapple flowers
are in full blossom, Mochou Lake is
crowded with people, the beauty of
spring crabapple flowers is truly
unforgettable.
Put yourself in a sea of
crabapple flowers, bathe with
the fragrance of spring,
walk on the petal-covered
paths, enjoy the fullness
of spring by resting on
the lakeside strewn
with flowers and
admire the courtyard
with white walls and
olive-black tiles.
Spring is never
late, crabapple flowers
are blooming and the
pandemic will pass.
Let's meet again at
Nanjing's Mochou Lake
to witness the beauty of
crabapple flowers.
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Editor’s Note

JUNE 2022

Travel is a sticky subject in the COVID-19 era and it’s even more difficult for those of us in China as borders remain tightly closed. Over
the last few years, a centuries-old form of connecting with the outdoors has enjoyed a renaissance in the Middle Kingdom… camping.
However, camping in China leans more towards glamping than actually exploring the wilderness with a tent strapped to your back. In
this issue, we explore the fundamental differences between the two, while also highlighting how glamping caused the outdoor gear and
apparel market to thrive. Read on to also discover six of the best wild camping spots this country we call home has to offer.
Elsewhere in the issue, European domestic football may have finished for a couple of months, but the Chinese Super League (CSL) is
just starting up. This month’s Nation feature interviews former Shanghai Port F.C and China U20 winger, Jia Boyan and Chinese football
expert Cameron Wilson to examine why the country is yet to produce a series of world-class footballers.
The Arts and Life section takes on a rather musical theme this month. Ned Kelly steps into the weird and wonderful world of
Shanghai-based DJ, lecturer, documentary maker, writer and host-curator of 'The Critical Music Club,' DJ BO. Mike Fox on the other hand,
finds out everything about the centuries-old Dayan Naxi Orchestra, who are collaborating with French musician Djang San, playing a
plethora of ancient Chinese instruments.
Finally, alongside his regular exploration of China’s wine scene, Joshua Cawthorpe checks in on how the country is fulfilling the
promise to provide mental health services to students by interviewing a psychologist from a primary school in Guangzhou.
Best Regards,

Lars Hamer
Editor-in-Chief
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Guangzhou Welcomes
ISA Liwan this August

G

uangzhou is all set
to welcome its latest
international education
entrants. As a leading school
provider, ISA Liwan International
School will be the city’s newest
purpose-built school in August 2022.
Embracing new ideas and always
seeking new ways to improve the
world, ISA Liwan will offer the three
IB continuum programmes. They will
also provide an excellent learning
facility for families in the Liwan and
Foshan areas who have previously
had to travel across Guangzhou to
other international schools.
Michael Urquhart and David Li,
Co-heads of ISA Liwan International
Campus, both recognise that a
major gap is being filled, and they
are very proud to be at the helm of
such an exciting endeavour. “We will
be the third ISA International School
in Guangzhou that reflects a strong
brand renowned for excellence.
Our outstanding international
faculty, with advanced teaching
qualifications and years of IB
experience, will follow in the same
tradition of focusing on Inquiry,
Succeed, Act (ISA), which is unique
to all ISA Schools.”
Mr. Urquhart is quick to point
out that based on their success at
ISA Tianhe and ISA Science City,
ISA Liwan will be creating an ecosystem of education on the Liwan
Campus where students will be
introduced to outstanding language
learning in English, Korean, Chinese
and French. As well as a wide
variety of the Sciences and some
inquiry-based projects, including
their annual ‘Dreamtime project,’
which is unique to ISA Liwan. His
unwavering vision is clear: He wants
his students to feel safe so that they
can enjoy their learning experience
and become part of the change
that truly makes a difference in our
shared world.
Mr. Urquhart is no stranger to
the world of international education.

With over 30 years of experience,
his own philosophy of education
begins with a love for lifelong
learning and his own experience
as a teacher. “We are educating
students not only for careers in
professions that do not exist today,
but also to be problem-solvers for
many of the world’s issues that my
own generation has not been able
to fix or has made worse.”
Mr. Li concurs as he explains
why it is important to offer students
personalised pathways, depending
on their interests and passions.“ At
ISA Liwan, we recognise and respect
our differences. Everyone is unique!
Our offerings are tailormade so
as to ensure that every child is
holistically catered to.”
What makes the ISA Liwan
campus stand out from the rest?
Nestled in the heart of Liwan, one
would assume that the campus will
honour its host city’s rich cultural
roots. Indeed, it does. “Liwan is
the birthplace of Lingnan culture.
As an ode to our location, Lingnan
culture can be found throughout the
campus, including an opera pagoda
for performances. Students will
learn about many famous people to
come out of this culture, including
Bruce Lee, the famous martial arts
artist and actor. Many different
activities including calligraphy,
painting, wood carving, sculpturemaking, opera, embroidery, tea
and food culture, dragon dance,
lion dance, Wing Chun, business
entrepreneurship courses and more
are offered, giving students an
unapparelled advantage. Students
will be able to see links from what
they learn and experience in
school to the real Lingnan culture
in our local and surrounding
communities,” said Mr. Li.
Without a doubt, ISA Liwan, with
its exceptional educational offerings
and campus, will be one of the most
anticipated school openings we’ve
seen so far in Guangzhou.

Meet the Co-Heads of ISA Liwan
International School
Michael Urquhart

Co-head of ISA Liwan
International Campus
Head of ISA Liwan
International School
-Former Head of the ISA
Tianhe International School of Guangzhou,
Executive Deputy Head of the ISA
-Science City International School, and
Head of ISA Wenhua Guangzhou Foreign
Language School IB Program
-30 years of experience in education,
including 15 years of leadership experience
-Former Headmaster at Victoria English
School as well as International School of
Indiana, both schools have ranked top in
their area
-Former Deputy Head of Utahloy
International School and Principal of its
secondary school section
-IB Diploma examiner, IB MYP
assessment moderator and school
consultant, workshop leader
David Li 李春雷

Co-head of ISA Liwan

International Campus
Head of ISA Wenhua
Liwan School
- Over 20 years of
experience in international
education
- One of the founding Heads of two
large-scale private schools, such as GCGS
and SCFLS
- Vice-Chairman of Guangdong Private
Education Association of Primary School
Professional Committee, Executive
Committee Member of China and Mongolia
IB schools Association (ACMIBS)
- Outstanding Contribution Award
of Guangdong Contemporary Private
Education Principal, Apple Distinguished
Educator (ADE), Excellent Principal of
Private School in Guangdong Province, and
the most influential international school
principal in China
For more information about ISA
Liwan, please contact Kitty on
18102251037
Or scan the QR code:
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Chinese Corner
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CHINA CURRENTS

International Sporting Events in
China Postponed or Canceled
By Alistair Baker-Brian

A

number of
international
sporting events
scheduled to take place
in 2022 and 2023 in
China have either been
postponed, canceled or
moved elsewhere.
The most notable
is the Hangzhou 2022
Asian Games, originally
scheduled to take place
between September
10-25 in the Zhejiang
provincial capital.
A statement
issued on the Games’
official website on
May 6 confirmed that
the event would be
postponed, although a
new date has yet to be decided upon.
The decision was taken by the Asian
Games Committee and other bodies.
The statement also made clear that
“all parties involved in the Games had
actively worked to overcome the impact
of the COVID-19 epidemic.”
Athletes from Asian nations are
due to compete in 40 sports during the
competition, the venues for which have
already been completed. It was due to
be China’s third time hosting the Games,
with Beijing having hosted in 1990 and
Guangzhou in 2010.
Another event that has seen
postponement is the Chengdu 2021
FISU World University Games. Having
already been postponed until June,
2021, the Games are now set to take
place in 2023.
FISU’s official website notes that it
is the “first world-class sports event to
take place in western China.”
The Asian Youth Games scheduled
to take place in Shantou, Guangdong
province in December of this year has
been canceled. The tournament already

been postponed once.
Meanwhile, a key date on the Asian
soccer calendar – the AFC Asian Cup
2023 – has been moved away from
China to a new and, as of press time,
undecided host.
The Asian Football Confederation
(AFC) acknowledged the “exceptional
circumstances caused by the COVID-19
pandemic.” Host cities of tournament
matches were due to include Beijing,
Tianjin, Shanghai, Chongqing, Chengdu,
Xi’an, Dalian, Qingdao, Xiamen and
Suzhou. The new Shanghai Pudong
Football Stadium for the event has
already been completed.
In the context of China’s ‘dynamic
zero-COVID’ policy – seeking to eliminate
the spread of the virus rather than ‘live
with it’ – it is clear that sporting events
are not necessarily considered a top
priority right now.
Like any other major events with
domestic and overseas participants,
as well as large crowds of spectators,
sporting events have the potential to
enable the spread of COVID-19.

However, that’s not to say China
can’t host international sporting events
with COVID-19 restrictions in place.
From February 4 until March 13,
2022, China’s capital successfully hosted
both the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympic
and 2022 Winter Paralympic Games.
While there were a number of confirmed
cases of COVID-19 at the Olympics,
the virus didn’t spread outside of the
‘closed-loop’ environment in which all
athletes, coaches, media and other
personnel were required to stay for the
duration of the event.
Everyone involved was required to
undergo regular testing. Meanwhile,
spectators were selected from an
‘adapted program.’
For those events which don’t face
cancellation, maybe Winter Olympicstyle COVID-19 restrictions are the
future for China’s international sporting
events – for now, at least.
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ODD NEWS

STUNNING STAT

Toilet humor…

160 million…

There are few areas of life left unaffected by COVID-19 rules nowadays. In
Beijing, amid the ongoing battle against
the omicron variant, it seems going to
the toilet has not escaped the dreaded
grip of the virus.
It was announced by the city’s
Information Office on May 3 that one
particular chain of infections, involving
40 people, could be traced to the use
of public toilets. This led to authorities
in Dongcheng district to introduce new
rules at 113 public toilets, requiring
users to scan the Beijing Health Kit QR
code before doing their business.
In areas of the city where even
stricter COVID-19 measures are in
place, public toilets are limited to no
more than one user at a time.
Netizens were on hand to make
light of the rules. Throughout the entire
pandemic, citizens have been told not
to do certain things, “unless absolutely
necessary”; don’t travel, gather in large
groups, go to the office, etc.
Some joked that you “shouldn’t
go to the toilet, unless absolutely
necessary.” At least people are able to
maintain their sense of humor during
tough times.

… That’s how many trips were taken over
the Labor Day, or wuyi , public holiday.
This year’s holiday was from Saturday,
April 30 until Wednesday, May 4.
The total number of trips represents
a 30.2% drop compared to the previous
year and makes up 66.8% of the total from
the last wuyi holiday prior to the COVID-19
pandemic. Undoubtedly, travel has been
affected by China’s latest outbreak of the
omicron variant.
China’s borders are still closed to
tourists from abroad. Moreover, for many
people in China, going abroad for a vacation is simply not an option given the strict,
not to mention expensive, border controls upon return to the country.
China’s domestic travel industry has managed to somewhat weather the storm
during the pandemic. However, travel within China is by no means back to normal.
People in areas heavily affected by the virus are largely unable to leave their cities.
Meanwhile, traveling carries with it the risk of being quarantined depending on
whether you have been to a COVID-19 risk area or not.
Remember when traveling used to be fun?

FEEL GOOD FACTOR

Guangdong’s aweinspiring onelegged footballer…
… He Yiyi is a 26-year-old footballer from
Guangdong province. But he isn’t just
any old footballer. At 12 years old, He
became sick, and an infection spread to
his leg which later had to be amputated.
However, his disability didn’t
dampened his desire to play football.
Playing with two crutches, He is able
to sprint, do sliding tackles and even
perform overhead kicks. He currently
plays for Guangdong province’s team for
the disabled. He’s an inspiration to us all.

08 |JUNE 2022

CHINESE CORNER
Receiving deliveries, or 快递 (kuàidì) in Chinese, is a big part of everybody’s life
in China! You probably have a few things from Taobao on the way right now.
Discover four Chinese phrases that can help you become a pro at receiving
your packages.

01. Please wait a moment

03. Where are you?

请等一下。
Qǐng děng yī xià.
Please wait a moment.

你在哪儿？
Nǐ zài nǎ er?
Where are you?

Use this phrase if you’re busy when the delivery
person arrives to politely ask them to wait.

Use this phrase if you’ve come out to
pick up your delivery, but don’t see where the
delivery person 快递人员 (kuàidì rényuán) is.

02. Leave it at the door

04. Can you come tomorrow?

放在门口。
Fàng zài mén kǒu.
Leave it at the door.

你可以明天来吗？
Nǐ kěyǐ míng tiān lái ma?
Can you come tomorrow?

Use this phrase when you’re not at home
and your delivery arrives.
放 (fàng) to put
门口 (ménkǒu) entrance; gate

Use this phrase to ask if the delivery person
can come back tomorrow.

To learn more phrases and
practice with Chinese teachers,
scan the QR code:
JUNE 2022 | 09
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The Grassroots
of the Beautiful
Game
Why China’s
grassroots football
system isn’t
producing enough
world-class players
By Lars James Hamer

J

ia Boyan picks up the ball inside the opposition
half and nonchalantly cuts to the left as a
Kyrgyzstan midfielder lunges to the floor in
a failed attempt to stop the 15-year-old from
advancing. Jia sprints forward, leaving another
midfielder chasing his shadow. As he bears down
on goal, he cuts to the right avoiding another player
and smashes the ball from 25 yards out into the
bottom corner.
The game, an U16 match against Kyrgyzstan
in 2019, finished 6-0 to China. Jia scored one and
assisted twice, one goal of which saw him perform
a ‘Marseille turn’ before crossing to his teammate.
His performance had Chinese and international
media purring and he was later listed in The
Guardian’s 'Next Generation 2020: 60 of the best
young talents in world football.'
At 16 years old, Jia made his debut for Shanghai
Port F.C and became the Chinese Super League’s
(CSL) third youngest player when he replaced exPremier League striker Marko Arnautovic in August
2020. In February this year, Jia joined Swiss Super
League club Grasshoppers as a winger and was
subsequently sent to Croatian side NK Dubrava in
Druga HNL (the Croatian second division) on loan.
“I feel good, I’m excited for this opportunity
to prove myself,” Jia tells That’s from his hotel in
Hainan, where he is training with the China U20
national team. “Europe has a good footballing
environment, the pitches, the facilities and the level
10 |JUNE 2022

of training are better than in China. Being in this
kind of setting can only help me improve.”
Despite what Jia has achieved at such a young
age, his success is not emblematic of Chinese
men’s football. This year, China’s men’s national
team failed to qualify for the 2022 World Cup
in Qatar, marking twenty years since their first
and only appearance in the tournament, despite
participating in qualifying rounds since 1957.
A lack of world-class players is one of many
reasons why China has been unable to leave a
mark on the footballing world; no Chinese player in
the modern game has a winners medal from one of
Europe’s top five leagues.
So, what’s stopping a country with over 1.4
billion people from creating a squad that competes
on the world stage?
Jia, now 19-years-old, is a prime example of a
Chinese footballer. He entered football through the
primary school-academy-professional route that
China set up in the late 1980s. Although this path
has produced some successful players, it often fails
to develop young kids with an interest in the sport.
Despite possessing the skills that have already
taken him to the top of the Chinese game, Jia didn’t
start playing football until he was nine years old,
for his school football team in Luoyang, Henan
province. Jia then broke into Shanghai Lucky Star,
a football academy in Shanghai, 1,000 kilometers
away from his home, when he was 13.
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Jia playing for China (top) and during a training session (bottom)

Jia Boyan training with
former Shanghai Port F.C
and Brazil forward, Hulk

Thirteen years old might sound young, but
if you compare it to other academies, it’s not. In
October 2021 Premier League football club Arsenal
signed Zayn Ali Salman when he was four years old.
The younger generation in China also misses
out partly due to the competitiveness of the
Chinese education system. Training centers for a
wide variety of extracurricular activities are used
for kids to get into better schools. And football is
no exception. However, the price range means few
working-class kids get involved.
“It's not only working-class kids that are missing
out either,” founding editor of Wild East Football
Cameron Wilson explains. “It’s middle-class kids
as well. Whereas working class kids don't have the
money, middle-class kids don't have the time. I’ve
spoken to coaches in Shanghai and they all say
the same thing: ‘quite a few kids come and play
football but when they get older, there's too much
homework and they drop out.’”
Evidently, the numbers speak for themselves.
Although the football world governing body,
FIFA claims that China has 700,000 registered
footballers, the Chinese Football Association (CFA)
states that the number is a startling 8,000, a measly
0.00057% of the population. If we compare that
to Japan, which has 126 million people, less than a
tenth of China, they have over 800,000 registered
players. Even if FIFA’s numbers are correct, China is
a long way off from other countries.

In 2009, Chinese state media, China Daily
reported two vice presidents in the CFA, the
women’s soccer chief, the head coach of the
national Olympic team and Shanghai Shenhua
were under investigation or being questioned by
the police for match-fixing and bribe-taking. The
crackdown marked an attempt to clean up Chinese
football, led by then Vice-President Xi Jinping.
“Jia’s generation is still suffering from the
corruption in the early 2000s. There wasn't any
good domestic football of any kind, so that affected
how attractive football was as a hobby or even as a
career for kids,” Wilson says.
As President of the People’s Republic of China
(PRC), Xi (a Manchester United fan) continues to
seek to improve football. In 2016, he unveiled a
strategy for China to climb to the top of world
football by 2050.

Jia making
his debut for
Shanghai Port F.C
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The plan includes goals such as increasing the
number of pitches and training centers by 2020
and again by 2030. The ultimate goal is for the
women’s team to be ranked as world-class by 2030
and the men’s team to be a “first-class football
superpower” by 2050.
Jia believes that with two or three good seasons
in Europe, he can break into China’s senior team.
“My dream is to play for China in the World Cup,
I want to play more games in Europe so I can
improve myself, the Chinese national team and be
a Chinese football idol.”
However, the current setup of China’s national
team could be harming domestic players and
talent cultivation. When European, American and
other Asian national teams play games during the
domestic season, players will assemble in their
respective countries for a week, usually playing one
or two games. Limiting international breaks to one
week allows players to spend more time playing
competitive matches in domestic leagues.
“The CSL is run as a vassal of the national team.
It's just there to provide players for the national
team,” Wilson tells That’s. “For example, when
China plays, they take three weeks off, so that's a
big hole in domestic football.
“Now on the face of it, you may think that's a
good thing because the national team is together
quite often. But the flip side is, it’s only a squad
of 23 players. So basically, the rest of Chinese
professional football stops for weeks on end.
It doesn't work and there's a reason why other
countries don't do it; because it's not actually good
for football as a whole.”
In this regard, going to Europe will be good for
Jia, as clubs on the continent only release players
for international duty for one week, as per FIFA’s
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rules. Why China is allowed to keep players in the
country with the national team for so long, despite
it being against the rules, no one is quite sure.
Jia personally experienced the benefits that
training in Europe can bring when he was at
Shanghai Lucky Star. “When I was 14, I went to
England and we trained with the Wolverhampton
Wanderers youth academy for three months.
“The Wolves youth team were so much better
than us, they could read the game and they were
much stronger.” However, Jia believes he has
qualities that suit the English game: “I was faster
than them and I believe my technique was better.”
When discussing the quality of training during
his time in China, Jia believes that not enough time
is spent on the mental aspect of football.
“When I train, I want to prepare for anything
that might show up in a game, I want to be 100%
ready for it and know I can do it. In training, we
don’t play many games, we just use one ball and
dribble and shoot. The coach tells us how to do it
and we just do it. We don’t watch videos or analyze
the game, not like in Europe where they do a lot of
analysis. I hope we can bring that to China.”
In the CSL, more clubs are recruiting foreign
coaches and staff. Jia’s former club, Shanghai Port
has six foreign coaches assigned to the first team,
including the manager, assistant manager, first
team coach, two goalkeeping coaches and the
head of the medical department.
With a mix of both Chinese and international
coaching staff, in the future, China might be able
to develop players that read the game better and
possess a strong technical ability too. However,
the relationship between the domestic league and
international football will need to adapt too.
Jia told us that he wanted to play the rest
of his career in Europe but also said that he’d
never rule out returning to China. His contract
with Grasshopper initially runs for three years
but could be extended to five, depending on his
performance. If he sees out the full five years, he’ll
be 24 and approaching his prime.
Whether Jia returns to China only to compete
in international games or to play for a club on the
mainland remains to be seen. However, China’s
domestic league is currently feeling the strain of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
In May 2022 it was revealed that players at
Chongqing Liangjiang Athletic Football Club in the
CSL resorted to delivering waimai (takeaway) and
driving DiDi taxis because they hadn’t been paid for
16 months.
On May 19, Chongqing Liangjiang midfielder,
Feng Jin, explained the situation at the club in
a post on Weibo. He also admitted that some
players borrowed money and took out credit cards
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China’s U20 team

to support their
families.
Three days
before Feng’s May
17 post, Chinese
media reported that
players at the club
refused to show
up for training.
The following day,
the club released a
statement saying that they had stopped training
and they were "forced by reality, by necessity and
by livelihood."
The CSL season usually begins in February or
March and ends in November or December, but
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it was announced
on Monday, May 23 that the season would begin 12
days later on June 3.
The following day, Chongqing Liangjiang
Athletic announced they would be withdrawing
from the league and the team would be disbanded
due to financial difficulties.
Chongqing Liangjiang are one of 11 Chinese
football clubs from the CSL, China League 1 (CL1)
and China League 2 (CL2) to fold since the end of
last season. And lets not forget the 2020 league
champions, Jiangsu Sunning FC, who dissolved
in February 2021, three months after lifting the
trophy.
On May 27, Dalian were informed they would
be playing in CSL in place of Chongqing Liangjiang,
despite having spent pre-season preparing for
games in CL1 and only having one week to prepare
for life in the CSL.
The pandemic has forced the competition to
take on a new format; the 2022 season will be
played wiith 18 teams. The league’s teams are

divided into three groups and they will play their
games across three cities: Dalian, Haikou and
Meizhou. Each club will play every team in their
group twice. The teams that finish in the top half
of the league will play in the ‘Championship Stage,’
competing against other top half teams for the
title. Teams in the bottom half of the league will
play each other to avoid relegation to CL1.
Football club staff, including players, will live in
hotels in the cities in which they play and operate
in 'bubbles' away from society, similar to what
clubs in Europe did during the COVID-19 lockdowns
in the 2021-22 season.
Fans are rarely allowed to games, and because
most teams are not playing in their own city, when
spectators are allowed in, attendance is low. This
means that clubs are making less money from
tickets and revenues are taking a hit.
For Wilson, despite an increase in facilities and
more international standard coaches, years of
poor performances on the international stage, the
underwhelming state of the domestic game and
corruption have affected how Chinese people view
football.
“A well-developed grassroots system isn't a
sure-fire solution. China needs a football culture,
an awareness and a love of football in wider society
that isn’t there right now. It is that kind of basic
culture that feeds people to be interested and want
to be part of a grassroots system in the first place.”
Jia shows that China can develop players and
the country has demonstrated a desire to progress
facilities and bring more top staff into the game.
Crucially, Chinese football does not only need to
see a change in the approach of the relationship
between the CSL and the national team, but also
a mobilization of people to not only play from a
young age, but to love the beautiful game too.
However, when professional clubs keep
dropping from the league like flies, it
might be easier said than done.

Jia and Shanghai Port forward Paulinho

JUNE 2022 | 13

ARTS
&
LIFE

Old Sound, New Ground
p19

STYLE RADAR
P15

14 |JUNE 2022

CITY SNAPSHOT
P18

OVERHEARD

“When Will the
Moutai Instant
Noodle Project
Start?”
Asked one Chinese netizen in the comment section of China’s premier baijiu
brand’s flagship ice cream shop opening.
Moutai is the world’s most valuable
spirits brand by a significant margin. It
was served at the state dinner when US
President Nixon visited Mao Zedong in
1972. For more than half a century it
was the drink that made a statement.
The younger generation, however, hasn’t
taken to the 53% abv drink and the company knows it. Presumably that’s why,
on May 19, they launched iMoutai — a
baijiu flavored ice cream shop. Although
some Weibo users noted that the price
point was similar to Haagen-Dazs’, most
scoffed at the RMB39 serving. Another
user suggested he should “buy two
boxes and put them in the refrigerator.
Then take them out when [his] daughter
gets married.”

COVET

Romeo Drift

Shanghai native Zhou Guanyu became the first
official Chinese Formula 1 driver when he signed
a contract with Alfa Romeo late last year. The
22-year-old was a frontrunner in the Formula 2
circuit and replaced the Italian driver Antonio
Giovinazzi for the 2022 season. Zhou’s debut
season kicked off with a bang as he collected a point for his team at the Bahrain
Grand Prix on March 20. A tenth place finish is both impressive for a rookie debut
driver and within the scope of Alfa Romeo’s attainable goals in a sport absolutely
dominated by Mercedes, Red Bull and Ferrari. The season has unfortunately lost
its momentum for Zhou as his car broke down for a second race in a row at the
Spanish Grand Prix on May 22. Chinese netizens berated the Alfa Romeo team for
recurring vehicular problems while showing support and hopefulness for Zhou in
his next race. One Weibo user pointed out that, since Zhou’s family emigrated to
the UK in 2012, he possibly lacks a deep understanding of Chinese superstitions
about numbers. The user pointed out that 24 is an unlucky number and Zhou
would have better racing results had he chosen the number 66. Nonetheless, donning a Zhou Guanyu F1 cap is a surefire way to score some street
cred of your own. The official 2022 Alfa Romeo team hat is available
on Taobao for RMB320 while designs without Zhou’s (unlucky)
number 24 will run you RMB69.
> Scan the QR code to view the product on Taobao

UNDER THE LENS

Man of the People

Image via
@小A7307347445/Weibo

Born in 1955, renowned Hong Kong actor Chow Yunfat turned 67 on May 18. Along with an outpouring of
well-wishes and praise came a significant number of
photos of Chow in the streets with his fans. It seems the
award-winning actor is an avid runner and subway rider
in his home of Hong Kong. Although beaches are open
in Hong Kong and those exercising outdoors no longer
face fines for removing face masks, some social distancing regulations are still in effect. Chow was last spotted on a morning run in late
April when he stopped to exchange high-fives with students lined up for the Hong
Kong Diploma of Secondary Education exam, according to Susu Entertainment.
This absolute heartthrob perfected his English in the 90s and was labeled ‘The
Coolest Actor in the World’ by the LA Times in 1995. His action movies were receiving accolades in Asia since the 80s but he rose to prominence in the West with his
role in Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon . According to IMDB, Chow turned down the
iconic role of Morpheus in The Matrix .
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DJ BO

A Man of Many Hats
Interview by Ned Kelly

DJ BO, tongue-in-cheek selfproclaimed “Shanghai's #2 DJ”
is a wearer of many hats, both
literally and metaphorically; he's
a full-time DJ, lecturer on culture
at universities, senior editor and
board member of Mongolian
culture brand ARTGER and writer
and host-curator of 'The Critical
Music Club.'
We caught up with the Florida
native to find out about all that and
more.
What’s the story behind your silver top
hat and suit as a kid?
That’s the best I’ve ever looked; three
years old and it has been downhill since. I
grew up in a dance studio, as my mother
is a dance teacher. I did 10 years of tap,
jazz and ballet.
Recently, I’ve busted out my tap
shoes again, and incorporated that
discipline into performances at LOFAS
and Shake in Shanghai. I’m not quite Fred
Astaire, but then again, Astaire didn’t
know how or where to scratch a James
Brown record to get the best breakbeat,
so fuck Fred.
What is The Critical Music Club for those
not in the know?
The Critical Music Club is “The All-Rockin’
Roundtable” where musicians, DJs, music
writers and miscellaneous miscreants
meet to talk tunes. It started at La
Mezcaleria (also in Shanghai), but has
since moved to online weekly meetings
on Sundays at 8pm.
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Basically, it’s a music discussion
group, going over everything from 1950s
folk to local post-punk. People of all
knowledge and experience levels are
welcome, as long as you do the listening
‘homework’ you’ll be fine.
Check it out live or watch the
videos I post on my WeChat and YouTube
channels (BorderBreaks).
What can people expect?
There are two main parts to each meeting. There’s a Critic List, which is a ranked
Top 5 list on a fun theme, such as “Animal
Songs” and “Travel Songs.” Our Critics
send them to me before each meeting,
and then we discuss them.
Then there’s the album discussions.
Our critics listen to the assigned albums
and then we go over them in the meeting. For at least one of the albums per
meeting, we have someone associated
with it come to talk about it.
Previous guests include blues
guitarist Seth Pandu Blumberg for the
Grammy-winning Ike Turner album Risin’

with the Blues ;
#1 Billboard
hit songwriter
Phillip Jarrell to
talk about his
debut album I
Sing My Songs
for You ; and local post-punk band Solid
Liqui – 固体李逵 – to talk about their
album Countless Mirages – 无浪击石 .
Tell us about some of the guests you’ve
got coming up.
We’ve got a wide variety...
Legendary Hong Kong DJ Andrew Bull
to talk about a very rare mix LP of his
being digitized for the first time ever.
Beijing superstar Helen Feng to talk
about her band Nova Heart’s influential
self-titled album.
And USA experimental electronic rock
band Zen Mother to talk about their new
album Millennial Garbage Preach .

out ARTGER on YouTube

Are you involved in any other projects
right now?
Besides writing poetry about
soggy cabbage? [See below] I’m doing
DJ live streams on my WeChat channel
(BrianOffenther) both for my usual
residency at La Mezcaleria and kids
parties; still working daily on ARTGER,
the Mongolian documentary brand I
co-founded; and I’m excited to relaunch
the “GOING THROUGH PAGES Rock N’
Roll Book Club.”
Interesting. Tell us a bit more about
ARTGER?
I am a board member and Senior Editor
for ARTGER, which primarily produces
documentaries based in the country of
Mongolia. The word ger is the Mongolian
word for yurt, and is also the basis of the
word for family, gerbuth . So, it’s an “art
family.”
I lived in Mongolia for three years,
the first two in the countryside with the
USA volunteer program, the Peace Corps.
When I’m able, I still go up there annually,
whether to bring the first international
reggae tour there or host some of the
ARTGER videos myself, but mainly to see
a place very special to me.
ARTGER has Facebook, Instagram,
BiliBili, and more, but it’s primarily on
YouTube, where it has over 448,000
subscribers. Javkha Ara is the director
and the most hands-on while doing
incredible work.
The breakout star is undeniably
Nargie, aka the “homeboy from the
hoodoo (countryside).” When I met him,
he was a part-time Mongolian language
teacher for Peace Corps volunteers. I
knew he was a star instantly.
The first time he was ever in front of
a TV camera was when I directed him to
be Mongolia’s first ever Elvis tribute artist
for a small education show.
Now, because he’s such a celebrity
for ARTGER, he’s the face of Little Sheep
Hot Pot in Mongolia!
ARTGER also has a weird little brother, called FunkyGer. For that channel,
I’ve produced some content based
in Shanghai, some of which features
“Nargie’s Cousin,” City-Boy Baagi.

And what about your GOING THROUGH
PAGES Rock N’ Roll Book Club?
I started the GOING THROUGH PAGES
Rock ‘N’ Roll Book Club in March 2020,
when Shanghai had its first – and gentler
– lockdown.
I knew I wanted to keep events going
at a time when most venues were shut. I
have always loved reading, and I take my
job as a DJ very seriously, which includes
knowing all about the music.
I had never been to a book club
before, but also really loved the contradictory spirit of rock ‘n’ roll mixed with
something that people associate with old
ladies in red hats. Damn it, I wear a red
hat, too. Why do those old ladies get all
the fun?
All the books have the general
theme of rock ‘n’ roll, everything from
biographies to cultural studies to books
about recording studios. We read them
at home and then meet to discuss them
twice per book.
We’ve been lucky to have some
authors and other special guests join
us in-person or online, such as Wayne
Kramer of MC5 and Curtis Mayfield
biographer Travis Atria.
We just finished a massive tome on
Paul Robeson, who influenced singers
like Harry Belafonte, Bob Dylan and
others. Hit me up to join the next book.
The success of that club lead me to
start the Guilt Free Cin(ema) Club, which
organizes film screenings exclusively
for public domain films. The highlight of
those has been silent movies featuring
jazz pianist Tony Bott. I look forward to
getting back to the Guilt Free Cin. Club
when the lockdown ends.
Scan the QR code for a YouTube
posting of a Guilt Free Cin. Club presentation of Japanese silent film, A Page
of Madness featuring all Shanghai heavy
metal.

Scan the QR code to check
out Guilt Free Cin. Club on
YouTube

SPOTLIGHT

Scan the QR code to check

Soggy cabbage
By DJ BO

It’s for dinner
It’s for a snack
It’s coursing through my veins
When I’m lying on my back
Do I want to have a talk?
No, there’s soggy cabbage to
chop
It’s time to exercise, maybe do
some pushups
But how can I do that, with
hands made of turnips
What’s in this kuaidi box, in a
neat cardboard package?
Maybe something fancy, to
make my room more lavish?
Fuck, no. It’s traditional Chinese
medicine
And soggy fucking cabbage

Scan the QR code to
add DJ BO on WeChat
and enter his weird and
wonderful world...
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@hwang199

A

ptly named Wang Hong, his
Instagram account boasts
almost 16,000 followers.
While studying Architecture at
the University of Illinois UrbanaChampaign, Wang got hooked on
the bold and vastly diverse styles
of photography on Instagram. After
returning to Hangzhou, he dove into
it headfirst and balances professional
photography with lecturing on
Architecture at Ningbo University.
When asked about how to make a
striking photo, he tells us that the
scene itself is less important than
the composition. On a cloudy day he
will search for light and contrast in
order to bring out a dramatic effect.
He adds that a little bit of luck is also
crucial as a great photo tells a story
or captures an inimitable moment.
His favorite, he says, is titled ‘Wish
You Were Here’ and features the
nostalgic phrase emblazoned on
a black hoodie with the unearthly
Pudong skyline behind it.
“It was January 8 and I arrived on
location at 4am. It was a frigid eight
degrees below zero and I wasn’t
wearing gloves. I did, however, don a
thick down jacket for the shoot. I will
be forever grateful for the Shanghai
model who waited until after 5am
for the light to be right before relinquishing her heavy coat in favor of a
hoodie for the session.” He adds that
the clouds in this photo are especially
powerful; certainly worth the long
and cold wait.
Wang uses Sony A7R III and FX3
cameras for still photos and insists
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that DJI “definitely makes the best
drones.” He tells us that his Mavic 3
takes high quality 10bit color shots
and has a strong enough signal that
he needn’t worry when it’s in the air.
The Mavic 3 has an insane height
ceiling and range that is often only
limited by the software itself. This
proves a key attribute when shooting
lofty cityscapes like Shanghai or Tokyo
which Wang’s admits are his favorite
skylines to capture.
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Djang San playing his famous
zhongruan with the orchestra. Image
via Djang San.

Old Sound,
New Ground
An inter-nation collaboration hitting
highly cultural and entertaining notes
By Mike Fox

A

fter coming to China for the
first time in the year 2000, the
French musician Djang San has
cultivated quite the following with his
brand of ‘folk rock.’ It blends elements
of traditional Chinese music with his
own personal influences of rock and
electro. His pioneering electrical use of
Chinese instruments, like pipa, guzheng
and zhongruan, made the man from
Bordeaux a unique addition to Beijing’s
underground scene, and now, more than
60 releases and countless projects later,
he’s getting thrust into a new challenge.
The 41-year-old recently relocated
from the capital to Kunming, Yunnan
province, some 2,500 kilometers away, in

2021. In April of this year, he was offered
a rare opportunity from the French
Consulate in Chengdu to collaborate
with the Dayan Naxi Orchestra of Lijiang
(also in Yunnan).
“I wasn’t sure what to think about it
in the beginning,” Djang tells That’s. “I
had heard about the orchestra because
they were very famous in the eighties
and nineties. They went to a lot of
countries including England, Norway and
France. So, knowing I was in Kunming
and needing a new challenge, I told
myself; I’m going to do it! The idea is
to create music with them and it’s a
challenge because most of them are
over 70.”
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When we think about orchestras, the
image of an impressive symphony hall
with musicians reciting classic pieces
from the ages is the most common one.
The China NPCA Orchestra in Beijing
regularly performs contemporary
compositions by Chinese composers as
well as more well-known movements
from the likes of Dvorak, Bach and
Beethoven. The players in Lijiang take
a more organic approach, with their
resources much less funded and a
repertoire that resonates particularly
with the area of its origin.
Xuan Zhi Lian is the daughter of
founder, Xuan Ke. She explains how
the group has found a new lease on life
since being reformed.
“We call it a living fossil of music.
It’s a remarkable part of Naxi culture
and it doesn’t only include our (the
Naxi) own traditional folk tunes but
it also has a long history, dating back
to the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). In
1981, it was revived by Mr. Xuan Ke
and four years later we had our first
public performance. Since then, the
orchestra has performed in more than
20 countries.”
For the past 42 years, this band of
15 has been reviving their music. In their
400-seat theatre, there is no sheet music
in sight but a generational knowledge
of their craft, something their new
collaborator wants to tap into.
Born Jean-Sébastien Héry, the stage
name Djang San has its roots in the way
his Chinese teacher would pronounce
Jean-Sébastien. An endearing start to a
persona that has gone on to be a staple
on stages across the county. This latest
project would take him away from the
buzz of a live audience and instead
be a chance to delve into an aspect

“If the tree’s roots
are deep into the
soil, the tree will
not fall.”- Old Naxi
proverb

of Chinese music rarely explored by
those from overseas. Expats will always
experience levels of cultural differences,
no matter the length of their stay, but
being asked to collaborate with a small
ethnic minority is an esoteric level.
“They perform music that has
more than 400 years of history,” he
says. “There are about 20 to 30 tunes
that have survived time. So far, I have
composed music for the orchestra based
on what they know, adding my own
perspective to it.
“They have a theatre in Lijiang on
one of the main streets. I go there every
morning and talk with the people. Then
I usually go and see one of them [the
orchestra members] at their house and
play music with them and see what
and how they play. Some of them sing
and some of them play a few different
instruments. I jam with them and see
what kind of stuff they are into so I can
create something out of it.
“Being a foreigner and being dropped
into that situation suddenly was not
easy. I went to see them one by one at
their houses, filming them, asking them
questions about
how they started
music, all that stuff.
I asked them what
Lijiang was like when
they were kids.
Apparently, there
were no roads, there
wasn’t much there
at the time and they
were all farmers.”
As a fluent
Mandarin speaker,
language barriers
don’t prove to be
much of an obstacle
for Djang. Even the
local’s accents when
speaking Mandarin
and the Naxi dialect
didn’t deter any
initial icebreaking.
However, the
language differences
started to surface
when it came to
music.
“I realized that

none of them can read western musical
notation. They use a way of writing
music using numbers which were
invented by French philosopher JeanJacques Rousseau in the 18th century.
It never caught on in Europe, nobody
used it. But, because it’s a lot like the
way of writing ancient music in China,
people in Japan and China started to use
that system around the beginning of
the 20th century. It became widespread
in Chinese classical music and that’s
partly how the Naxi Orchestra learns
music. One of the musicians has helped
me transcribe Western notation into
the kind the orchestra use, which has
helped.”
A quick search on the internet
will produce clips that showcase the
orchestra’s complex sound with the
players of, let’s say, a vintage age in
traditional attire. It is a layered approach
that springs images of storytelling and
heritage from a minority wanting to
preserve its culture in an age where the
youth have plenty of distractions. Djang's
aim isn't just to collaborate or expand
his own knowledge. It is also to produce

Djang in one of his many visits to the home of an orchestra member.
Image via Djang San.
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Djang and members of the orchestra showcase their ancient instruments. Image via Djang San.

a more diverse concept that appeals to
future generations.
“There was a period in the early
2000s when young people seemed to
be kind of disinterested in their culture.
Now the theatre tries to get kids from
the region and the schools to come and
study things about their own culture.
You now have a new generation of kids
that are starting to get into it again, so it
means this culture will not die.”
Even for a man with two decades
worth of China experiences, the learning
curve has been a steep one and
excellent spoken Chinese is a minimum
requirement for the sessions, which
he films and records every time. It’s a
music residency with a difference as
both parties enter unchartered territory.
The French consulate, who specifically
wanted a French musician for the
project, have chained together an
unprecedented link and with the reins
firmly in the hands of their number one
candidate, the music is starting to take
shape in directions no one expected.
“It’s been super interesting for me.
I’m grateful I can do this because I think
it’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to be
able to do this kind of stuff.
“There are some instruments here
that they don’t have in other places
in China anymore. There is one called
the sugudu, from Mongolia. You have
an ancient version of the pipa which is
from the Tang Dynasty that is not used
anywhere else. Because the Naxi people

have been isolated for a very long time,
they have been able to keep some of
these instruments alive. You have a flute
that is different from the rest of the
country, it’s called a bobo. Also, the way
they sing, there are different sides to
it. You have the local influence and the
outside influence, creating the idea of
the past.”
From the orchestra’s perspective,
working with the Frenchman was a
daunting experience at the start. Djang’s
presence on stage is commanding,
yet authentic, and to be thrust into a
creative environment with him might
have been met with apprehensive
feelings. The approach of getting to
know the people behind the instruments
was certainly valued by his new
ensemble, but for the Naxi people, the
real appreciation comes with having
respect for their culture and way of life.
A minority of around 300,000, the
Naxi background is made up of Taoism
and Dongba, an ancient cult which has
its own pictographic writing system still
in use today.
In fact, a close look at Dongba
characters will reveal similarities in
Mayan, Babylonian and Egyptian
hieroglyphics. This ancient prevalence
adds another layer of cultural
importance for the orchestra, whom
themselves are hoping this collaboration
can keep up with tradition and add a
touch more modern relevance to their

music.
Their playing comes with a sense of
responsibility, while their performances
to tourists are met with acclaim and
fascination. Chinese music is well known
for being entwined with many years
of history and the group’s importance
stretches beyond the music. Djang’s
mission is far from accomplished with
the goal not only to compose something
new but also to understand the
meanings behind it.
“So far, it’s been good. But I want
to make it even better. I have filmed
everything and I want to make a
documentary,” he says.
“I have to make compromises with
them, and I have to understand how
they work and where they come from
musically and that’s the difficulty that
comes with it. But I’m trying to bring
them into my world, and they are
bringing me into theirs.”
There are plans to release what is
filmed and recorded at an unknown
date to show off the efforts of the
venture. Djang and the orchestra also
hope to incorporate each other’s sounds
into their music going forward.
For now, Djang seems relaxed as we
speak with the backdrop of blue skies in
his hotel courtyard. It’s a far cry from the
big city and he’s certainly taking a slower
approach to life and music than before.
The live performance high-energy
environment and the exciting feeling of
unknown potential when entering the
rehearsal space are things musicians
at all levels relish. What is happening
in that small theatre in Lijiang is going
deeper than producing sounds, it's
building friendships and exchanges that
are not just cultural.
The project has an almost
contradictory goal; to preserve and
evolve music that is centuries old, an
aim which is bound to have difficulties
along the way. However, as both Djang
and the orchestra are proving, no matter
how complicated the approach or result
might be, the message is a simple one;
the soul of any art will always be alive
with a willingness to adapt, and the
message of the past will always be heard
with a willingness to listen.
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Galley Gadgets
China launched the Clean Plate Campaign in August 2020 to reduce food waste. It is estimated that the country
throws away 35 million tonnes of food per year, and over half of that is due to excess consumption. Globally
around one-third of all food is wasted. Below, we’ve listed a few galley gadgets that will help you cut down on
the amount of food you waste and even put those food scraps to good use! Don’t forget to scan the QR code to
check them out.

VACUUM SEALER
Vacuum sealers wrap your food in airtight plastic bags, cutting off the oxygen
supply and therefore preventing mold
and bacteria from growing, preserving
your food for longer. Why not get
creative and use the sealer to get back
at your housemates by individual sealing
their teabags or other items around the
house? If you don’t want to annoy your
friends, a vacuum sealer can accomplish
loads of life hacks. The next time you go
to the water park, don’t fork out on one
of those flimsy overpriced waterproof
bags for your phone, seal it in plastic
before you head out. Prices start from
as little as RMB20, the
one we’ve listed is a
reasonable RMB100.
Scan the QR code using the
Taobao APP for more info

HIVE EXPLORER BY LIVIN FARMS
Livin Farms say their Hive Explorer “will
take you on a journey of up-cycling
food waste, producing natural fertilizer
and learning how to live sustainably
from our oldest allies: insects.” The
Hive Explorer is an insect farm full of
edible mealworms that live off your
food scraps, you can eat the worms
yourself or, if you’re not into dining on
little bugs, feed them to your pet. The
mealworms’ poop can even be used
as fertilizer for your plants. The full
Hive Explorer Kit can be purchased for
USD115 (RMB769).
Scan the QR code using
WeChat or the camera APP
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Highs
• The COVID-19 outbreak in Shanghai showed signs of easing in the month
of May, leading to a rise in the CSI 300 index. The advance was mainly driven
by a 51% drop in new infections on Tuesday, May 10, which led to a 1.4%
increase the following day.
• China’s over-five-year loan prime rate (LPR) was lowered by 15 basis
points to 4.45 on May 20. LPR is the rate of repayment for long-term loans.
Bloomberg News reported that the move would not only reduce mortgage
costs but also counter demand caused by a property slump.
• China Telecom became one of the world’s most valuable telecom brands in
2022. The company sits at number 10 on the list and is valued at USD18.37
billion. China Mobile is the only other Chinese brand to make the top 10,
positioned fourth. It is estimated to be worth USD40.9 billion.

Lows
• Canada will ban Huawei and ZTE, two of China’s largest telecom equipment
manufacturers from using its 5G phone networks. Canada now joins the UK,
US, Australia and New Zealand which have already imposed such sanctions.
• A Shanghai advertising company was fined for a sexist ad that was used
to promote a hair removal product. Shanghai Dingxiang Advertising and
Communication were ordered to pay RMB510,000 for violating advertising
law. The ad for the Blue Gem hair removal product by Ulike said that it would
help get rid of unwanted hair and clothes.
• Airbnb is closing its domestic business in China, with all 150,000 Chinese
mainland listings – homes and experiences – to be taken down by this
summer.
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5 Universities in Beijing
Lockdown
Five universities in the Liangxiang
campus in Beijing’s Fangshan district
went into lockdown on Thursday,
May 19, after 11 COVID-19 cases were
discovered.
All personnel in the five universities
were told not to leave the campus
unless necessary.
Students, faculty and logistics staff
in the university town underwent three
days of nucleic acid testing.
All infected cases, close contacts
and others defined as “at risk” were
transferred to hospitals or centralized
isolation sites, Global Times reports.
The Lingxiang Campus of Beijing
Institute of Technology was upgraded to
a medium-risk area as it reported more
than three domestically transmitted
infections over 14 days.

China Easing COVID-19 Entry
Requirements from Some
Countries
While the Chinese mainland continues to battle outbreaks of the COVID-19
Omicron variant at home, there have
been recent signs that entry into China
from abroad continues to ease.
Chinese embassies in a number of
countries – including the United States –
have updated rules regarding COVID-19
for those headed to China.
Many inbound travelers are no
longer required to undergo testing
seven days prior to travel.
However, most inbound travelers will
still need to complete one nucleic acid
test 48 hours before travel and another
24 hours prior.
Inbound travelers will also be
required to undertake an antigen test 12
hours before departure.
In many cases, IgM blood tests are
no longer required.

CAAC Refute Flight MU5735
Intentional Nosedive Rumors

As Shanghai Opens Up,
Train Ticket Scalpers See
Opportunity
Shanghai has started a gradual
opening-up process and, as many
look to leave the city by train, a small
number of ticket scalpers sought to
exploit the current situation.
According to Shanghai Railway
Public Security, six suspects were arrested after allegedly reselling tickets
for more than the original price.
Two tickets were sold for
RMB2,200 above the original price.
Meanwhile, seven tickets were sold
for more than RMB3,500 above the
original price.
In a statement, police said they
would have “zero tolerance” for such
behavior as more and more people
started leaving Shanghai by train.

The Civil Aviation Administration of
China (CAAC) refuted claims from US
media that an intentional nosedive was
the reason Flight MU5735 crashed into
the Guangxi mountains, killing all 132
people on board.
On Tuesday, May 17, the Wall
Street Journal quoted an unnamed
source “who is familiar with American
officials’ preliminary assessment,”
including an analysis of information
extracted from the plane’s black box.
The source claims that the plane
suddenly descended before the
crash because “it was told to do so by
someone in the cockpit.”
The CAAC told Global Times on
Wednesday, May 18, that they have
not released any information about
the investigation to the US National
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB),
who are part of the probe.

Chinese Province Blocks
International Calls to Fight
Scams
China’s biggest mobile telecom
provider, China Mobile, will block users
in Zhejiang province from receiving international calls and text messages from
May 20 in an attempt to fight scams.
China Mobile in Zhejiang is the first
to impose restrictions on incoming
international calls. From as early as
July 2021, telecom providers in Henan,
Jiangxi, Liaoning and Guangxi provinces
stopped users from receiving overseas
text messages.
Zhejiang residents have until May
20 to activate international calls and
texts, while Global Times reports that all
users can register to receive overseas
telecommunications after the deadline,
free of charge.

Shanghai Begins Opening Up,
Sets ‘Normal Life’ Target of
June 1
Shanghai has set a target of getting back to normal life from June 1,
Deputy Mayor Zong Ming announced
at a press conference on May 16.
While Shanghai reported zero
COVID-19 cases outside of centralized
quarantine for several days throughout the month of May, Zong said the
goal will be to prevent a rebound
in infections, hence the caution in
easing restrictions.
Shanghai also announced that
businesses will gradually begin
opening as the COVID-19 outbreak is
brought under control.
Speaking at a press conference
on May 15, Deputy Mayor Chen Tong
said, “More commercial outlets will
be opened and the public will enjoy
more and better commercial services
as the pandemic situation continues
to improve.”
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Sinoviniculture

By Joshua Cawthorpe

M

onths ago, we found ourselves
in one of Guangzhou’s more
uppity neighborhoods to buy
an overpriced live Canadian lobster. The
seafood market that was holding just so
happened to be downstairs from one
of our favorite Guangzhou restaurants,
13 Factories. The temptation to sneak
upstairs for a late lunch was irresistible.
The owner’s mother grew up in
Mississippi and the result is a covert
stronghold of southern comfort
classics like jambalaya and po’boy
sandwiches, nestled in a second floor
restaurant across from the American
consulate. While seated at the bar, one
bottle of wine on the back shelf left an
unforgettable impression due to its
busy but elegant Chinese aesthetic. Fast
forward to the spring of 2022 and we
went back with our Chinese wine series
in mind.
The owner tells us that he’s not
familiar with the backstory of the wine,
but the man behind it is a friend of a
friend who would probably be happy
to meet and share the tale. The date
arrives and we return to 13 Factories
on a quiet Wednesday afternoon — the
final day of the May Day holiday.
Li Jiayang arrives punctually. He
carries with him a branded gift bag
bearing a logo that also adorns his blue
polo shirt. He removes a beautiful box
from the equally embellished gift bag
and places it on the bar. The first thing
he does is ask to exchange the two
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bottles he brought with two bottles
from the temperature controlled wine
room, as his are too warm. He then
opens an illustriously colorful bottle to
xingjiu or wake up the wine. Despite
Li’s warm and smiling demeanor, it
becomes clear we’re dealing with a
staunch professional.
Li explains that the winemaking is
done in Australia but is exclusively sold
in China. Then his explanation of the
eye-catching brand begins.
“I’m a very ordinary Guangzhou
native. I joined an Australian company
in 2008 and I was with them until
2018. After ten years, I felt it was time
to start my own business venture. My
friends call me 老黎 (lao li) and 悦 (yue)
is a homonym of 粤 so I called the
brand 悦老嚟 — pronounced yudloulei
in Cantonese.”
“I noticed that the labels of
Japanese whiskey always use Chinese
characters which is appealing to
Chinese consumers. If the bottle of a
breakthrough product was all in kanji
characters or English then it might
not hit home. If a Japanese whiskey
company is using this technique to sell
whiskey in China, why can’t we apply
the same principle to products within
China as well.”
“My strengths are in marketing
wine, not whiskey,” Li continues. “I
had ten years of experience and
connections in Australia. The owner of
the company I worked for previously
said I had his full support for whatever
project I wanted to enter into. I
had relationships with a number
of wineries and therefore I had a
guarantee that the wine would be of
good quality.”
On this front Li is not mistaken.
Both of his flagship wines are red
blends: the bottle that brought us
here, Dim Dong, and the colorful one
decanting called Plain Sailing. Dim
Dong is a 60/40 blend of shiraz and
cabernet sauvignon from Langhorne
Creek. According to Vivino.com, the
area sits an hour from Adelaide and

specializes in exactly those two grapes.
We take a moment to taste the
wine and we are more than pleasantly
surprised — it’s absolutely top notch.
It’s bold with a lavish sophistication
from the earthiness of liquorice and a
musk like wet cedar. The tannins are
present but in no way overpowering,
they dance around the mouth and
then retire. We nod in agreement
when Li tells us that this wine won
a 2022 Golden Bottle Award from
Wine magazine. The dim in Dim Dong
is Cantonese for dian which means
great as an adjective and to excel at
something in verb form. This wine
most certainly lives up to its namesake.
Li continues to elaborate on the
logic behind the label.
“The next step was designing
the bottle. I wanted the wine to
represent Guangzhou and so I found
local designers to come up with
ideas that encapsulated local culture.
The business model is to start in
Guangdong with a demographic that
I understand well, then expand to
include more products that appeal
specifically to the heritage in other
regions of China. It must be done
patiently to be done well because
there are so many unique cultures in
different parts of China.”
Picking up the bottle of Dim Dong,
he begins pointing to the scenes
playing out in the miniature tableau.
“The design of this bottle here
represents the soul of Lingnan and
Guangfu culture. You can see the City
God Temple, Cantonese opera, dim
sum and kapok flowers which are
the official flower of Guangzhou. The
phrase in Cantonese also sounds like
someone’s at the door (ding dong)."
Li points to the elegantly dressed
woman holding a circular fan and a
bamboo steamer of dim sum. He says,
“Also on the bottle you can see Miss
Xiguan, a character from Qing dynasty
folklore which represents the early
modernity of Guangdong culture.”
As the story goes, Miss Xiguan
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became well versed in the customs
and cultures of both China and the
West because of better educational
opportunities for young women and the
bustling atmosphere of international
trade. The folktale of Miss Xiguan
seems to check out. A quick Baidu
search for Miss Xiguan leads to an
article paraphrasing what Li told us and
asserting that 100 of the 300 private
schools in Guangzhou at the end of
the Qing dynasty were for girls only.
A research paper from the Chinese
University of Hong Kong titled 'The
Rise of Women’s Modern Schooling in
Late Qing China' asserts that the first
private school for girls in Guangzhou
was opened by missionaries in 1850,
although it had a slow and bumpy start.
Li decides that Plain Sailing has
had enough time to breathe and so
we acquire a second set of glassware
and enter round two. Plain Sailing
is also designated by just one
Chinese character: shun. The
word colloquially means
‘smooth’ and is close to the
heart of all sea faring folk.
The bottle depicts a bright
sun, a rolling ubiquitously
oriental wave pattern and a
dragon boat.
“You know the Dragon
Boat Festival, right?” Li asks
rhetorically. “Watch races, eat
zongzi. But you need a whole
team to move a dragonboat. So
then why did we use three different
grapes in this wine? It’s for the same
reason — the grapes work together and
so we can’t just choose them randomly.
Each grape has its own role to play, just
like the roles of those on a dragon boat
— it requires the spirit of teamwork.”
Plain Sailing is a bouquet of
70% cabernet sauvignon and 15%
merlot and shiraz respectively. The
shiraz is from McLaren Vale but
the cab and merlot are both from a
region called Coonawarra in South
Australia’s Limestone Coast. Referred
to as Australia’s Bordeaux cousin in
Decanter, the region is storied and
sought after for its cabs. Li’s description
of teamwork does it justice as the
stalwart tannins of coastal cabernet are
rendered almost plush by the residual

sweetness of shiraz and merlot. The
wine is full bodied but with an almost
floral elegance and ripe fruitiness.
We both agree that the wine is
excellent so we ask Li how business is
going. He points out a couple of crucial
details about selling wine in China. First
of all, he notes that most short video
and live streaming platforms don’t
allow alcohol consumption or sales.
We interrupt him, asserting that we
most definitely have seen both, but
he reminds us that if there is massive
capital behind a product then the rules
are more flexible. His business operates
mostly through an ever-expanding
WeChat network and a mini program
therein.

The second factor that is somewhat
unique to China is educating customers
about what to look for when tasting
wine. Those who appreciate imported
wine will likely recognize the wine
producing regions that Dimdong is
sourced from. They might know that
McLaren Vale wine is known for bright
berry fruits and deep purple hues. At
the very least they’ve probably seen
Penfolds on a shelf in a bodega near
their home. Li laments, however, that
there is still a significant swathe of the
Chinese wine drinking populace that
opts for sweetness over savvy.

China has developed a serious taste
for red wine in the past two decades
but there remains an exorbitant
volume of wines that, from a Western
perspective, are unpalatable. What
Li describes is somewhat of a double
edged sword. On the one side is
Chinese drinking culture and on the
other is a strong business incentive. He
recounts that, during a stint working in
a bar the summer after graduation, it
was a common spectacle to see groups
of businessmen assault a whole case of
wine in classic ganbei fashion and then
pour out into the street, vomiting off
the curb. Sweet wine is easier to pound
than heavy tannic dry reds. White
wines, he adds, are out of the question
as they need to be kept cold which is
simply an added inconvenience.
The other side of the situation is
that sweet wines are often sweetened
using other methods than the
painstaking traditional means
of pursuing a first frost, partial
sun-drying or the elusive
noble rot (grapes affected by
the Botrytis cinerea fungus
that gives sweetness to
wines like Tokaj). Li explains
that, “If you make enough
wine to fill 10,000 bottles
but you fill them with 20%
sugar water or chemical
sweetener then your cost is
greatly diminished.”
This analysis sheds
unexpected light on the very
conundrum that sent us down this
path; why can buying wine (that we
like) in China such a shot in the dark?
Nonetheless, we leave the meeting
excited. Not just because we found
a guaranteed-to-please red wine for
our repertoire but more importantly,
a surefire gift. The depth of insight
and imagination imbued into the
packaging makes either of these wines
the ultimate gift for a Guangdong
godfather. If we ever need to make
a good impression on a suspicious
prospective father-in-law then it will be
Dim Dong at the door.

Scan the QR code using
WeChat for more info
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For China’s
Camping
Purists,
Glamping Is
Out of the
Question

By Lars James Hamer
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A

fter an afternoon of cliff
diving into waterfalls on
the MacLehose Trail in
Hong Kong, a group of ramblers
is heading back to camp. A set
of tents punctuate a secluded
beach just off the famous hiking
path that runs through the
mountainous region of the city.
As they stand atop a nearby hill
looking down at their home for
the weekend, they spot a small
animal wandering carelessly
between their tents.
As they approach, the beast’s
figure becomes clear and it
quickly dawns on them… this
is no small animal. Tents have
been ripped, pegs pulled from
the ground and rucksacks have
been torn open in an attempt to
find food. The beautiful, secluded
beach is not just home to happy
campers, but also wild boar.
“One of the guys was pretty
tired and decided not to come
to the waterfall and get some
sleep in the tent,” Lukas Koszuk,
co-founder of Pacha Mama
Adventures recalls to That’s. “He
was terrified because it was his
first ever camping experience
and while he was sleeping, a wild
boar destroyed our camp.
“The boar didn't do anything
to him because he started
making loud noises and it ran
away. But that particular boar
was very stubborn and kept
bothering us all night.”
You might think that such
stories would be enough to
put a lot of people in China
off camping for good, but the
reality is quite different. During
this year's Labor Day holiday,
which ran from April 30 until
May 4, searches for 露营 (luying),
the Chinese word for camping,
increased by 90%.
The phenomenon is not
only a popular way for people in
China to spend national holidays.
In 2020, Radii reported that on
Xiaohongshu there had been
a 271% increase in campingrelated posts compared to the
year previous.
Anwar Bennett is a seasoned
camper who has pitched
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tents across three different
continents, including countries
like the UK, South Africa
and China. He explains that
“Camping has blown up in China,
I think it’s because of COVID-19.
People are less willing to travel
outside of their provinces now,
so you're finding a lot of people
who want to do something
on the weekends are going
camping. They don't want to
go to another city because of
lockdowns and restrictions and
stuff like that. Camping has kind
of snuck its way in.”
Bennett and Koszuk are
camping purists and outdoor
lovers. They both regularly go
on camping expeditions to get
away from the city and connect
with nature, something that can
be difficult when living in huge
metropolises like Guangzhou,
where they both reside.
For Bennett, camping in
China began a couple of years
after he first arrived in 2013.
“When I was younger, I would go
on camping trips with my family
every month or so. And then
after living in China for a couple
of years, I started looking online
for places to go.”
The 37-year-old from London
tells That’s that it's not a true
camping trip if he’s not riddled
with mosquito bites, covered in
mud and had to search hard for
an ideal spot to pitch his tent
where he can spend the night
looking at the stars.
Koszuk’s journey into
camping in China is a little
different. In 2017 he cofounded Pacha Mama
Adventures (a
travel agency)
as a way
to offer
people

in the country a convenient way
to explore remote regions of
the Middle Kingdom, such as
Sichuan and Yunnan provinces.
When scouring the country for
new places to visit, he would
always pack a tent in case he
had difficulties finding hotels
or he was too far away from
the city to make it back before
nightfall. He quickly discovered
that the camping experience
made the journey all the more
worthwhile. Thus, he started
organizing hiking camping trips
as Pacha Mama Adventures.
However, this form of
camping, commonly known as
‘wild camping,’ where campers
stay away from campsites and
opt for the depths of a forest
or the peak of a mountain, is
not what has gripped this new
generation of campers in China.
A quick search on 携程
旅行 (xiecheng lüxing), the
Chinese language APP for Trip.
com, highlights that the most
popular places for people on
the mainland to go camping
are those that offer ‘glamping’
experiences.
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This is only further reiterated
by looking at the data released
by Trip.com for the Labor Day
holiday: “Searches for hotels or
glamping near popular camping
spots increased by 153%.” This
could highlight that many people
want the outdoor experience of
camping, without the down and
dirty business that comes with
camping itself.
Glamping is different from
camping in the sense that the
tents are luxurious and, in some
cases, akin to hotel rooms.
They can be equipped with
electricity to power TVs and air
conditioners, double beds with a
mattress and even room service

if at a designated glamping spot.
Glamping takes away the
hard work like hiking, lugging
heavy bags around and
spending time researching
the perfect spot to pitch up,
all the things that make a
camping experience for
the purists. However,
glamping makes sense
for a lot of people new
to the fad “since over
90% of Chinese campers
only spend one night in
the tent,” according to an
article by Daxue Consulting.
Albeit more expensive than
traditional camping, more and
more people are starting to
collect their own glamping gear
and take over wild camping
spots.
“There’s a really
cool camping place in
Jiangmen, Guangdong. It’s
on a hill, but the hill has
layers that you can camp
on,” recalls Bennett,
discussing his experience
of watching glampers
invade one of his favorite
camping spots.
“When we were there,
this guy turned up with his
wife and set up an RMB15,000
Snow Peak tent, a double bed
raised off the ground, a power
generator and a fan, all of which
he needed a Jeep to carry.
“Anyway, so my friends and
I are just sitting around the fire
chatting, having a beer and all
of a sudden, the guy pulls out a
lighting rig and starts doing a full
photoshoot! What’s even funnier
is by the time we woke up the
next morning, he was already
packing up and leaving.”
Outdoor activities have
become an increasingly popular
way for people in China to
pass the time. Their antics are
regularly posted on popular
social media sites. A term known
amongst Chinese people as 打
卡 (daka) is used to describe
clocking into Instagram-worthy
spots.

Bennett also mentioned that
he’s seen glampers rock up to
campsites with full KTV rigs and
projectors, spending the night
singing love songs and watching
movies rather than enjoying the
natural surroundings.
“It’s kind of funny, I think
that camping for some is not the
same as the traditional camping
that I think of, it's something
different,” Bennett explains. “If
you're taking projectors and
having photoshoots, it seems
like you're looking for some
sort of entertainment or want
the pictures rather than the
experience.”
Bennet interjects that he’s
not generalizing all campers as
people looking for easy likes
on social media or that they
are all looking to be seen as
doing something, rather than
actually doing it. He believes
that glamping should be viewed
as something different from
camping entirely, more like a
luxury holiday.
More and more campsites
are starting to offer glamping
experiences, and they also have
activities that travelers can take
part in, such as rock climbing and
movie nights. Koszuk has also
noticed that camping in China
is moving towards a glamping
culture.
“Because I own a travel
company, I have lots of people
contact me and say, ‘Hey, I have
this glamping site, come visit.’ But
for me, I'm not super interested,
Pacha Mama Adventures is
something different.”
Instead, Koszuk has decided
to try and offer more wild
camping experiences, taking
his customers deeper into
rural China. This year, he plans
to organize a trip to Yading, a
national reserve in the south of
Sichuan province.
The journey will start with a
hike into the Holy Three Peaks
of Yading and end with the
group camping among three
sacred mountains. It will be a
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difficult journey that could reach
elevations of up to 5,000 meters.
However, the journey will be
made easier, as Koszuk plans to
hire mules to help carry the gear
up the mountain.
Speaking about why he’s not
following the glamping trend,
Koszuk says: “I think it's just
about recognizing my customer
base and what people want.
Obviously, I still have to see
whether my new ideas about
organizing trips in more remote
areas can pick up or if I can
find a crowd of people who are
interested in it, but this is how
Pacha Mama Adventures has
always done it.”
Before the recent surge in
glamping, China had a camping
history dating back more than
150 years. More recently,
specifically over the last decade,
camping was more of a niche
sport for hardcore outdoor
enthusiasts, who became known
as ‘donkey friends’ or 驴友 (lüyou)
in Chinese. Now, around 3% of
China’s population, or 30 million
people go camping every year,
while in the US it’s 10% of the
entire population.
Given the growing interest in
both camping and glamping, the

outdoor gear and apparel market
has reacted and access to topclass gear has become easier. In
2018, the market for outdoor and
camping gear in China, including
tents and apparel, reached
USD60 billion and is estimated to
reach USD100 billion by 2025.
Of the almost 1,000 outdoor
gear brands across the world,
over half are Chinese. This is a
staggering fact, especially since
the Chinese outdoor equipment
industry only picked up during
the early 90s.
“When I used to look on
Taobao for camping gear, they'd
only be a select few shops and
they would all sell the same kind
of stuff,” Bennett says. “Now, it's
overwhelming how much stuff
there is to buy. I’ve upgraded my
gear three or four times and you
can even rent stuff on Taobao.”
Access to better equipment
is not the only positive to come
from the glamping and camping
rise in popularity. As more people
take an interest, the quality and
safety of campsites will improve.
Also, there are organizations
now offering the experience
for children during the school
holidays, so students have more
opportunities to connect with

their natural surroundings and
get outside to keep active.
Camping may have seen a
surge in popularity due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, but the
market’s reaction suggests that
it is a craze that’s here to stay.
Although glamping may not
be for the purists, it is moving
ever closer to their world and
simultaneously changing the
outdoor recreation landscape in
China.
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Yading National Park
稻城亚丁风景区
Where:
Sichuan

Best time to go:
July - October

How to get there:
Fly to Daocheng Yading Airport
and then take a taxi or drive
to Yading National Park. At the
park’s entrance, take a shuttle
bus to Yading village, the base of
the National Park.

Difficulty:
This hiking camping trip is difficult or
very difficult depending on your fitness
level.

Be aware of:
Daocheng Yading airport is located
at an altitude of 4,400 meters, which
can cause some people to feel altitude
sickness as soon as they step off the

plane. It’s recommended to take altitude
sickness tablets and buy an oxygen tank
at the airport to minimize symptoms.
It’s the kind of trip that requires
good planning and preparation. The
weather can be unpredictable and
temperatures can drop to zero degrees
Celsius on the mountain, even during
the summer.
Hikers need to have waterproof
hiking boots, jackets, a down jacket, a
down sleeping bag, a good quality tent
and a mat. It’s best not to hike alone,
ideally you should go with a group or
join an organized tour.

Why you should go:
This is a truly epic hiking route that
loops around three sacred Tibetan
peaks and is dotted with spectacular
glacier lakes.
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Where:
Guangdong, Yingde

Best time to go:
This camping spot is accessible
all year round, but it’s at its most
beautiful during the summer and most
comfortable during the fall.

How to get there:
Take the high-speed train to Yingde
from Shenzhen or Guangzhou. If you’re
outside Guangdong province, arrange
your trip to either of the two cities
accordingly. Once you arrive in Yingde,
organize a private car (such as a DiDi to
Luokeng Grassland).

Difficulty:
Easy. This route has some hiking
routes if you want to take them, but
the area for camping is easy to get to
and relatively flat. Campers can rent
camping gear on site and you can even
buy firewood!

Why you should go:
The camping area is unrestricted so
you can set up base camp wherever
you like! There is a beautiful stream to
take a swim and a natural cave that can
be explored, all for free!

Luokeng Grassland
罗坑大草原

Wugong Mountain
武功山

Where:

Difficulty:

Why you should go:

Jiangxi province

If you decide to hike the natural trail
from the bottom to the top, this route is
classified as difficult. If you want to make
it an easy route, take the cable car to the
top of the mountain.

Wugong is a very unique mountain with
grassy peaks. You will find very diverse
vegetation, ranging from alpine forests
to bamboo forests near the bottom
of the mountain. Because of the high
altitude, it’s quite common to see a sea
of clouds on top of the mountain, which
is an amazing sight during sunrise.

Best time to go:
July - August

How to get there:
Take a high-speed train to Pingxiang
North station in Pingxiang city. If you live
in a city that doesn’t have train access
to Pingxiang, look at flying into Jiangxi
province and then organize travel from
there. Once in Pingxiang you need to
get a taxi to Wugong Mountain. Public
transport is available, but a taxi will be
much easier.
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Be aware of:
Wugong Mountain has an altitude of
almost 2,000 meters and it can be a bit
chilly at night, even during the summer.
Tents are available to rent at the top
of the mountain, but it’s worth bringing
your own sleeping bag.
Avoid public holidays as rental prices
have been known to triple and the
experience might be less enjoyable.
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Where:

Ham Tin Beach

Hong Kong, part of the MacLehose Trail.

Best time to go:

咸田湾泳滩

September to November, as it’s too hot
to camp during the summer.

How to get there:
If you live outside of Guangdong and
there are no trains to Hong Kong where
you live, your best bet is to get to
Shenzhen and then cross the border.
If you can take a train, head to
Kowloon Station. From there get a bus
to Saikung, then transfer to bus 94,
which will take you to the beginning of
the MacLehose Trail. From there you can
walk to the beach.

Difficulty:
Moderate. Hiking the MacLehose Trail
can take a few hours. If you don’t want
to hike, you can take a private boat to
the beach from the port in Saikung.
However, if the sea is rough, the boat
isn’t available.

Be aware of:
The protected areas of Hong Kong are
quite wild, watch out for snakes and wild
boars.
It’s possible to rent camping gear at
the restaurant on the beach. There are
also showers available.

Why you should go:
Firstly, when Hong Kong does open,
can you think of a better way to spend
your first time back there than camping
on a beach? And let’s not forget the
captivating views of the rugged coast,
impressive peaks and the golden
sand. There is even a waterfall with an
awesome 8-meter-high cliff jump.

Sanmen Island
(Baishawan Beach)
三门岛

Where:
Dapeng Peninsula, Guangdong, just off
the coast of Shenzhen.

Best time to go:
September to November, it’s too hot in
the summer.

How to get there:
Take a private boat from Dongchong
beach. The price of the boat can range
between RMB300-600, so it’s best to go
with a group or share the cost with other
people who are on the way. If the sea
is too rough, the boat won’t go to the
island.

Difficulty:
Easy, no hiking!
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Be aware of:

Why you should go:

This particular island beach doesn’t
have any guards so you can camp there
without restrictions. But there is no
dock, so getting off the boat when there
are strong waves is difficult.
There are no stores on the island, so
make sure you have plenty of supplies.
The island has two beaches that
you can camp on, one of them
is near where the boat will
drop you off and the
other is a walk across
the island.
You can also
camp on the top
of the island
which has a
fantastic view,
but be wary of
the weather,
the wind is very
strong up there!
There are two
Sanmen Islands,
the other one is an
abandoned holiday
resort and although
it is cool to see, it’s not
great for camping.

The views are magnificent and the fact
that the beach is unguarded gives a
great sense of freedom. It’s also great
for sunbathing and swimming in the
ocean.
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Where:

Be aware of:

Miyun County, about 130km north of
Beijing.

Camping is prohibited on some areas of
the Great Wall, so please double-check
before you pitch your tent. We have
provided information on how to camp at
the Gubeikou section of the wall, where
camping is allowed.
Some areas of the Great Wall are
less developed than others and there
can be tripping hazards or falling rocks,
watch your step!
If you see barriers or signs warning
you against crossing sections of the wall,
please heed their instructions.

Best time to go:
Avoid the winter months (November –
February) if you don’t like the cold.

How to get there:
Once you’re in Beijing head to
Dongzhimen station and take bus 980
to the Drum Tower, it takes around two
hours. From there, you need to take bus
25 to Gubeikou, your entrance to the
Great Wall.

Difficulty:
Moderate. This trip can be as difficult or
as easy as you want it to be, depending
on how far you want to hike on the wall.
Some sections of the wall have been
refurbished for tourists but some are
original and, as such, centuries old. If
you choose to scale the wild sections
then use extreme caution as there are
steep ledges, near-vertical staircases
and loose stones. When your priority is
to deter the Mongol Hordes, workplace
safety isn’t usually a consideration.

Why you should go:
Who wouldn’t want to tell their friends
they camped on the Great Wall? Also,
as it’s far away from the big city, you
can see the stars at night. Don’t forget
to wake up early and watch the sunrise
over the wall.

The Great Wall
长城

FAMILY
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READING CORNER

CLASS CLOWN

Book recommendations from That’s
editorial team.

Beautified by Biology

Frog in Winter

A biology teacher at Qixiu Middle School in Nantong, Jiangsu, is making waves on
Chinese social media for a nature revitalization project he led. The 1.5 acre ‘miniature
Baicao Garden’ is now home to more than 100 different types of plants. Two years
prior, however, the area was a dead-zone of weeds and wasted space, according to
China Youth Daily ’s official Weibo. The real Baicao garden is in Zhejiang province,
behind the childhood home of the famous 19th Century writer Lu Xun. As of press
time, the hashtag “biology teacher builds a realistic version of Baicao Garden for
students” has been viewed over half a million times. The teacher insists that it was a
combined effort of many to transform the environment into something worthwhile.

Ages 1 to 5
The year before this book was published,
the author was awarded the 2004 Hans
Christian Andersen Award for Illustration.
Max Velthuijs creates a simple scene with
endearing images to coax a child through
the winter alongside this unfortunate amphibian. If there is a lesson to be learned
from this book it’s that
there is always hope on
the horizon.

The Catcher in the
Rye
Ages 9 and up
This American classic was published in
fragments during the 1940s and as a novel
in 1951. J.D. Salinger provides what we call
an unreliable narrator in the protagonist,
Holden Caulfield. The book follows the
sarcastic, emotional and calculatingly
deceptive inner voice of the 16-yearold social outcast as he navigates the
interpersonal corridors
of his mid-century
private school. The
obstacles young people
face, or perceive to
face, are timeless and
the permanence of this
classic is testament.

ECO HOME

The HEPA Hype is Real
Since the 2008 Beijing Olympics, China has been trudging forward to tackle air
pollution. According to the World Economic Forum, notoriously polluted cities in
northern China reduced air pollution by 35% between 2013 and 2017. Nonetheless,
with the world’s largest population comes challenges
of transportation, energy production and factory
emissions. The market for in-home air purifiers has
been growing rapidly and those with pets would
be remiss not to consider it. The pet specific HEPAfiltered air cleaner from Chinese brand 新势力周
(xin shili zhou ) will do what you want, and more. In
addition the removing pm2.5 particles from the air
in your home, it also hauls in mites,
pet allergens, hair, mold-causing
humidity and that grey scum that
slowly settles in hard to reach places.
Scan the QR code to learn more.
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Why did you choose to study psychology?
Psychology is a magical subject. When I
first started exploring psychology, I read
Freud’s The Interpretation of Dreams .
Psychology teaches us about ourselves
and, in turn, we learn about others.
By working in this field, we are helping
others to help themselves, and the cycle
continues. My passion for psychology
was ignited during the postgraduate
entrance examination and my master’s
degree. Studying more specialized
psychology literature exposed me to the
psychology of personality, developmental
psychology, abnormal psychology and so
on. For me, the field is both a highly specialized science but also very applicable
to everyone’s daily lives. The integration
of psychology and education is exactly
the career direction I want to pursue. The
Bethel Psychology Association was a very
extensive project. It included individual
and group psychological counseling,
enterprise EAP, staff psychological
assistance, counselor skills training and
mental health-related lectures. Now I
work with much younger people but it’s
all part of the job.

Nurturing
Selfawareness

Psychology in China’s Primary
Schools
Interview by Joshua Cawthorpe

I

n late 2019, an action plan released
by 12 central bodies, amongst them
the National Health Commission and
the Ministry of Education, established a
target to provide mental health services
to all students by the end of 2022.
Despite China’s psychiatric capacity
advancing leaps and bounds over the
past decade, the ambitious 2022 target
still seems a daunting task for a country
with the world’s largest population and
a relatively light battalion of trained
psychologists and counselors. We asked
Lu Chao, a psychologist in a primary
school, to give us some insight into the
situation.
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Lu graduated from a three-year
master’s program in Psychology
at Northwest Normal University
in Lanzhou, Gansu province. She
currently oversees the counseling
needs of Peiwen Foreign Language
School of Guangzhou. However, her
first experience in China’s expansion of
mental health accessibility for students
came about in co-founding the
Bethel Psychological Association with
members of her university.

Do you interact with every student or
only students with specific concerns
about behavior or academic performance?
I’m responsible for more than 400 students in this school and I try my best to
pay attention to everyone. For example,
I will conduct a mental health survey of
all students every semester, and follow
up with the students who require focus
based on the results of that survey.
At the same time, I collect feedback from
the head teachers and communicate
with the parents. If there are concerns
about behavioral problems and academic
performance, the students will be given
regular interviews and targeted counseling.
I know that there is a lot of stigma
surrounding mental health in China.
Do you find it difficult sometimes to
communicate with parents about these
issues?
The current situation is slowly changing.
Most parents can understand and accept
the importance of mental health for their
children. They are very preoccupied with

F A M I LY

the overall development of their children,
both physically and mentally. They hope
that their children will communicate
more with their psychology teachers
and actively cooperate with the school’s
initiatives. In some cases, the school will
recommend that the parents take the
child to get a formal hospital diagnosis
so that they receive optimal support and
treatment.
What is the best way to monitor students for stress or anxiety?
Detecting the stress and anxiety of
students is currently done with globally
recognized screening methods. We
do student surveys using the Social
Adjustment Scale – Self-report (SAS-SR),
specifically the Social Anxiety Scale for
Children (SASC), and through the Mental
Health Assessment Questionnaire. In primary and secondary schools, interviews
and counseling are provided to those
with higher scores. Under normal circumstances, students will take the initiative
to seek help, which is only possible on
the basis of establishing trust. Of course,

there are students who will avoid it and
will not take the initiative to seek help to
address their own issues. Yet, through
the daily observations of parents, class
teachers, life teachers, the psychology
committee and classroom tutors, we
can recognize a problem and learn the
specific circumstances of the student.
With their consent, we try to help them
identify the problem, then discuss steps
towards solving it.
Outside of schools, what measures are
being taken to encourage more people
to become mental health practitioners
in order to meet the demand in society
as a whole?
At present, there are less than 20,000
psychiatrists in China. According to
World Health Organization (WHO)
data, in the United States, there is one
psychiatrist for every 1,000 people. If
calculated based on the urban population of roughly 500 million, there is
still a shortage of 476,000 psychological
counsellors in China. Chinese universities currently offer psychology-related

majors, such as educational psychology
and basic psychology in normal universities and clinical psychology and applied
psychology in medical universities.
Unfortunately, many students don’t see
it as a practical major with abundant
career opportunities. Still, the job of
popularizing psychological knowledge to
the public is underway. The relationship
between individual mental health and
the woes of society at large isn’t clear
to most people due to a basic lack of
psychological knowledge. Public understanding and awareness can increase
through dedicated and consistent
social media outreach. Beyond that,
the government can strengthen professional and social training through public
workshops and volunteer programs for
community welfare.
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LOCKDOWN
LOVE
Shanghai Couple Wed
in Compound Car Park
Interview by Ned Kelly

B

ack at the beginning of
2020, Australian Matt and
Belgian Janelle were in
Thailand planning their wedding...
and then COVID-19 struck, putting
the nuptials on ice. Two years,
a pregnancy and a Shanghai
lockdown later, the two Australians
decided it was time to take the
plunge, even if that meant a
ceremony in their compound car
park. We caught up with the couple
whose love could not be locked
down.

First of all, huge congratulations on the
marriage! But back to the beginning,
where did you first meet?
Thanks! We met here in Shanghai in the
middle of 2017. The following year we got
engaged in on a beach in Thailand and
have been trying to plan our wedding ever
since.

When did you first decide to get married? Any canceled dates or plans along
the way?
During the initial COVID-19 flare-up in
China in February and March 2020, we
were actually in Thailand planning our
wedding and working remotely. We
had everything booked for June 2021.
However, when the world’s borders
closed it proved too difficult to have a
wedding abroad with friends and family.
So, we came back to China, and
after months of liaising with our various
consulates, it was apparent that we could
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not get married here and we would have
to leave the country to get the paperwork
sorted.
Now Janelle is nearly five months
pregnant, so we decided that it would
be best to think outside the box a
little and someone recommended
Marryfromhome.com, which officiates
weddings in the USA and holds ceremonies via Zoom.
Not an ideal situation, but it did
the trick – the marriage certificate was
emailed to us straight afterward and the
original is in the mail.

F A M I LY

When did you decide to go for the ‘car
park ceremony?’
At first, it was literally just going to be us
getting married on Zoom with friends
and family, and then it snowballed.
Two days beforehand, our lovely
friends in Shanghai shipped a wedding
dress, cake, flowers and other wedding
essentials to us. We even held a virtual
stag the night before.
As we could move around our
compound a week prior to the wedding,
a number of people within the building
decided to make a big thing of it and
have an actual mini celebration in the car
park. As you can imagine, everyone was
looking for a reason to celebrate!
After this celebration, we went back
upstairs and got married online with
about 100 people dialing in from around
the world. Special, but not exactly what
we had planned all along!
So you managed to get your families
involved?
Absolutely! They all had the link to the
Zoom wedding and the after party too.
We even had a couple of test rounds with
the family first to ensure they all knew
how to access Zoom on their phone or
computer.

How did you manage to get guests to
come along?
None of our friends outside of our compound could join because of the current
lockdown situation in Shanghai. However,
as we could easily move around our
compound car park, some new friends
from our community were able to join.
Did the party carry on?
The car park party was just the beginning.
Afterward, we had a 30-minute call with
our family on Zoom, a 30-minute online
wedding ceremony in the US, and then
we had a separate Zoom link for an ‘after
party’ – complete with a first dance and
cutting of the wedding cake – all in our
living room. It was quite an experience.
So how did the legal part of getting
married actually work?
Since 2019, two foreigners can no longer
get married in China, so we had to look
for another solution. Some consulates
and embassies in China can marry
foreigners but, unfortunately, ours could
not.
We know that a number of foreigners
in the same situation in China had been
using this online service.
The process was all very simple,
upload your identity documents, select
two official witnesses to be on the
call and the officiant asked us to do a
welcome, say some vows to each other
and pronounced us husband and wife.

In terms of the legal documentation,
we have a digital copy of the marriage
certificate and the original is getting
notarized in the US and mailed to us in
Shanghai.
Any conventional wedding plans lined
up once this situation improves?
We are literally calling this one the ‘paper
signing formality,’ and the real wedding
and party will be in Thailand in 2023 or
2024!
As we have already paid the deposit
for our wedding planner and venue, not
much will be changing except for the
date.
We have an enormous and beautiful
villa picked out in Koh Samui, which will
be a lovely spot to celebrate once this is
all over!
Scan the QR code to watch a video of Matt
and Janelle’s ‘car park ceremony’:
All images by @jessierluer
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LISTINGS
BEIJING

Beijing Kerry Residence Whether you’re
a single business executive or a busy family,
Beijing Kerry’s fully- furnished 1, 2 and
3-bedroom apartments will feel just like
home. As well as enjoying all the comforts
of modern living – including a well-equipped
kitchen, entertainment systems, high-speed
broadband and much more – residents are
just moments away from the Kerry Center’s shopping mall and sports facilities.
The rest of the CBD is on your doorstep too.
>1 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 朝 阳 区 光 华 路 1 号
(8535 6888, www.beijingkerryresidence. com)

GTC RESIDENCE BEIJING One of the top
residences in Beijing, GTC Residence is located beside the third ring road within a
5 minute walk to subway line 5 and a 10
minute drive to Hou Hai . It is also within
reach of the CBD, embassy area, Financial
Street and other urban commercial, shopping and recreation areas. Fully equipped
apartments with impeccable quality offer
you a cozy living space and will meet all of
your requirements in terms of room decoration, furniture, electric appliances and more.
A unique sky garden with a practice golf
course and barbecue area is a unique symbol of GTC Residence.
> sales@gtcresidence.com, website: www.
gtcresidence.com Tel:56756666

Oak Chateau Beijing Oak Chateau Beijing
has 236 stylish and contemporary fully serviced apartments from studio, one-bedroom, two-bedroom, three-bedroom and
four bedroom suites available, measuring
64 to 260 square meters. There is a 24-hour
guest reception and housekeeping is offered
twice a week.
Nestled within the landscaped gardens of
the Ocean Express commercial and residential complex, Oak Chateau Beijing
is close to the Third Embassy Area
and shopping and dinning services at the
Beijing Lufthansa Center. It is only 19 kilometers away from the Beijing Capital Airport.
> 北京市朝阳区东三环霞光里 66 号远洋新干线 D 座
邮编 100027
Block D, Ocean Express, 66 Xiaguang Li, Third East
Ring Road, Chaoyang District, Beijing 100027, P.R.C
Tel: (86-10) 84465888 Fax: (86-10) 84465999 Email
oak.chateau@oakchateau.com Website: www.
oakchateau.com

HOTEL NEWS
SHENZHEN

Another Perfect 5.20 Passes at Sheraton Shenzhen Nanshan
Every single day counts when in love. As the special days of May 20 and May
21 came and went, the renowned Xili Kitchen at Sheraton Shenzhen Nanshan
brought a crafted journey of romance to lovers in town, presenting exquisite
and sophisticated dinner buffet options with festive specialties and classic
flavors. The heavenly melody of a live violin performance and a flower DIY
activity kept couples entertained. Keep them in mind for your next romantic
holiday getaway.
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Marriott Shenzhen Golden Bay Boasts Exquisite Wedding Venue
and Team
Discover an enchanting space to get hitched at the stunning Marriott
Shenzhen Golden Bay. Our top notch professional wedding team will
exceed every expectation. Make the photos into dreams by getting married
in inspiring spaces and with creative menus. The exceptional events team
and a curated list of preferred vendors is sure to take away the stress of
planning while still ensuring that everything is exactly to your liking.

BEIJING
Japanese Izakaya Now
Available On Meituan

Hyatt Regency Beijing Wangjing
is excited to offer elevated
Japanese fare from their signature
Shunpachi restaurant. Takeaway
dishes on offer include maki sushi,
robatayaki, teppanyaki, agemono
and an assortment of bento
boxes. Delivery will be available
daily from 11am to 8pm. Feel free
to call 010 8630 1234 for more
information.

GUANGZHOU

China’s First
Accommodation Industry
Museum Opens On
Museum Day

The Garden Hotel Museum
opened on May 18, the 46th
International Museum Day.
As China has developed into a
global player and raised itself to
affluence, China’s hotel industry
has developed in tandem. No
business deal, diplomatic visit
or product expo could have
taken place without a room in
which to stay. The museum is
integrated into the luxurious
amenities of the hotel itself.
Come and enjoy a celebration of
China’s history, culture, growth
and excellence.

SANYA

The Opposite House Makes Meituan Debut
You can now enjoy your favourite dishes from The Opposite House delivered
straight to your door. Pick up and delivery services are avaliable from Frasca
& Superfly daily from noon to 10pm. Right now all orders receive a 15% discount. Open JSS and search for “TOH Pop Up Kitchen” to get access to our
delicious menu. Serving a range of scrumptious meals like authentic Italian
classics from Frasca, Sichuan numbness from Superfly and healthy option
from Union. As well, enjoy all the top tier treats from Superfly on Meitaun!

Mandarin Oriental, Sanya Offers Lavish and Tranquil Coastal
Getaway
Hainan is quickly becoming China’s premier resort destination and the
Mandarin Oriental, Sanya is proud to offer its signature oriental service in an
‘East Meets West’ resort setting. Come and enjoy the tranquility of a secluded
1.2 kilometer nationally protected coral bay and sit nestled amongst verdant
tropical bloom. The resort is a hidden gem where nature is celebrated and
privacy is assured.

Prestigious Waldorf Astoria Beijing Offers Healthy Takeaway
Options

Eliminate the Struggle of Family Vacations With Relaxing Resort
Experience

The Waldorf Astoria Beijing has prepared two set menus for western palates
and the health conscious. Both are available for pick up or express delivery
from 11am to 9pm. The western menu starts with smoked salmon while a
‘Beijing style’ Waldorf salad gives the centennial classic a twist. As entrees,
pan roasted salmon, thyme roasted chicken or slow cooked beef cheek are
sure to satisfy. The menu includes a choice of lobster bisque, health-conscious minestrone or celeriac cappuccino for those looking to impress and
amaze. Three of four course menus are RMB228 and RMB298, respectively. To
order, please call 86 8520 8989.

Located in the beautiful and unique Haitang Bay, Crowne Plaza’s spectacular
cruise ship-inspired design, its stellar facilities and outstanding service make
Crowne Plaza Sanya Haitang Bay Resort the perfect choice for family travelers.
The hotel offers 405 spacious guest rooms and suites, all elegantly designed
and with stunning ocean views. This includes both their Superior Family
Ocean View room with bunkbeds that help accommodate four people and
their Family Suite featuring an ocean-themed kid’s bedroom and bathroom
with kid-sized facilities. Parents can bask in the boundless romance of
afternoon tea at 270°Bar.
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XIAMEN
MINYEN Restaurant
Is Super Stoked
About Their Chicken

SCHOOL

GUANGZHOU

They can’t wait for
you to try the crispy
flaxseed chicken at
MINYEN restaurant in
the W Xiamen hotel.
Let Gu Langyu’s piano
and the sweet melodies
of gaojia instruments
serenade you while
you dine. Meet at the
crossroads of Minnan
and Cantonese culture
and cuisine. For more
information call 0592
706 6666.

AISG Graduating Class of 2022 Aims Far and Wide

SUZHOU

The Sukhothai Shanghai Earns Prestigious Forbes’ Award
Forbes Travel Guide, the only global rating system for luxury hotels, restaurants and spas, recently announced its 2022 Star Awards. The Sukhothai
Shanghai is the latest addition to the illustrious annual Star Rating list as a
four-star hotel with Sharecare Health Security VERIFIED™ recognition. The
verification helps ensure that guests and travel planners can book with
confidence at properties that have excellent service and appropriate health
and safety procedures in place that minimize the risk and impact of the
spread of COVID-19 and prevent potential accidents.
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AISG is so proud of their 46 graduates who will now venture to universities
around the globe. Their hard work in searching for their best-fit university
proved to be worth-while with over 130 acceptances from 10 different
countries and over 1.3 million USD awarded in scholarships. Their graduation
ceremony not only celebrated their achievements, but it also recognized
those who were instrumental in their journey, their dedicated college counselors, families, teachers and administration. The faculty is confident that the
education they received and the experiences they encountered at AISG have
greatly prepared them to pursue their passions and make a difference. Good
luck graduates!

EtonHouse Students Exercise Body and Mind with PYP Projects
and New Gym
For the Unit Of Inquiry on the subject of ‘How We Express Ourselves’, the
Year 4 students pre-pared to take part in a sponsored silence for a whole
day, although they did decide to exclude play-time. The students intuitively
suggested that American and British Sign Language be learned to some
degree before the day of silence began. Year 2 students concluded an
investigation about ‘How the World Works’ by building six machines to
tackle challenges like moving a heavy jug of water from a low place to a high
place or transporting an egg. EtonHouse Foshan also proudly an-nounces
the opening of their new fitness studio. Students who are already competing
in other sports and want to improve their fitness and strength have a squad
rack, flat bench and deadlift bars to use. Attached to the gym is a yoga room
with all the necessary equipment to meditate, do yoga stretches and work on
your core strength.

NEWS
SHANGHAI

Dulwich Puxi Wins 1st
Place in Chinese Picture
Book Competition
Dulwich College Shanghai
Puxi students excelled in
the ‘2nd Chinese Picture
Book Writing Contest for
International School Junior
Students,’ with one Best
Chinese Picture Book Award
winner and five Excellence
Award winners. With more
than 20 international schools
and 700 students participating, the competition was strong. Tilda, in Year
4, winner of the Best Chinese Picture Book award, explains that the moral
of the story she wrote is “to think before you throw trash away and to
consider how it might affect ocean animals and even polar bears. It’s better
to recycle or reuse our waste to help save our planet.” Congratulations to
all of the students who participated!

Dulwich Pudong Class of 2022 Celebrates University Offers
It was been a fantastic university admissions season for the Dulwich College
Shanghai Pudong Class of 2022! Students received offers from a wide range
of programs at some of the most selective universities in the world including
18 ranked in the QS and US News & World Report Top 50. In addition, two
students received offers from Cambridge University, including one unconditional offer received by 2021 graduate Nicky W. Dulwich is particularly proud
of the breadth and depth of the program students have been admitted to,
comprising natural sciences, engineering, computer science, social sciences,
arts, business, communications, law and the humanities.

Wellington College Shanghai NFT Scholars
Wellington College International Shanghai launched its first-ever pupil-led
campaign for its Scholarship Programme. The pupils are conceiving and
developing every aspect of the content, from engaging Wellington Scholar
interviews to unique NFT-inspired imagery. Offered annually, the Wellington
Scholarship Programme highlights and rewards pupils who seek academic
excellence beyond grades and certifications. In addition to partial or full
tuition coverage, Wellington Scholars enjoy one-on-one mentorship and
the opportunity to develop their leadership skills. To apply as a Wellington
scholar, please visit the Wellington scholarship page by scanning the QR
code.

Yo Ho Ho, a Pirating We Go!
The BISS Puxi Nursery children have engaged in creative play and transformed
themselves into pirates of the Seven Seas. They had such fun learning about
pirates and sharing special items with their friends, which are “treasures” to
each of them. The most exciting activities, however, were all the crafting in
preparation for a whole-cohort
pirate party! They followed
instructions to cut, draw, tape
and fold, making some marvelous
pirate gear. From pirate hats and
bottle-cap boats, to eye patches
and swords, the children went
all out to immerse themselves
in their imaginations. Shiver me
timbers, BISS Puxi Nursery, you
made your teachers so proud!

SCIS Rainbow Week
To take minds off the lockdown
situation, the SCIS Girl Scouts,
Troop 5876, came together as one
to plan a ‘Rainbow Challenge,’ a
fun-filled week aimed at taking
us through the colors of the rainbow! The Girl Scouts’ objective for
each colored day was to dress up
in the themed color and collect
items at home to capture a fun
and creative moment to share.
In addition, some scouts opted
to do STEAM activities – areas in
science, technology, engineering,
the arts, and mathematics –
related to the color theme of
the day! On the final day, all
the little Rainbow girls gathered
for an online Bingo night via
Microsoft Teams to celebrate the
completion of the colorful week. Everyone was so grateful for such a strong,
cohesive community and so proud of the Girl Scouts for shining their glowing
colors and positivity on everyone during this lockdown. They hope everyone
continues to remain safe and healthy, be mindful and continue the rainbow
glow in dragon minds and hearts!

SHENZHEN
Introducing Shekou International School’s Chinese Bilingual
Program
SIS is pleased to announce the introduction of the Chinese Bilingual
Program for the 2022-23 school year in grades 1 to 5. The Chinese Bilingual
Program is for families looking for a balanced Mandarin and English school
program. Our specialist subjects, Music, Visual Arts and Physical Education
are delivered in English. Our Mandarin-speaking teachers work closely with
homeroom teachers to deliver academic and language learning in both
English and Mandarin. Students in the Chinese Bilingual Program (CBP) will
spend 40% of their instruction time in Mandarin while the other 60% will be
in English. Students from all programs will participate in PYP activities and
field trips as well
as being part of
the joint recess
and Co-Curricular
program. Under
the PYP framework,
Chinese language &
Literature will follow
the national curriculum and use the
same textbooks that
are used in Chinese
public schools.
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Horoscopes

Finally, a horoscope that understands your life in China.
By Joshua Cawthorpe

Gemini

Cancer

Leo

Virgo

5.22~6.21

6.22~7.22

7.23~8.23

8.24~9.23

The first rule of Gemini club
is don’t talk about Gemini
club. We know all the famous
people are Geminis, just like
how they’re all scientologists
too. It doesn’t mean we want
to hear about it.

Remember that it’s ok to stay
in bed until noon on your
days off. Being busy isn’t
something to brag about.
Rise and grind? How about
fries supine.

You’ve been going hard
these past few weekends
and we advise you don’t
check your bank balance
until you’re closer to the end
of the month. Look on the
bright side — poverty can be
an extremely effective diet.

Mercury and Venus will
pass through your fourth
house of domestic comforts
throughout the summer
months. Expect strong or
renewed connections with
family members and close
friends.

Libra

Scorpio

Sagittarius

Capricorn

9.24~10.23

10.24~11.22

11.23~12.21

12.22~1.20

Rahu, the imaginary planet
responsible for meteor
showers and eclipses, is likely
to instigate some arguments
this month between you
and your spouse. Concede
until your horoscope tells
you things are a little more
stable.

The sun is still in your ninth
house of knowledge and
experience through mid-July.
If you hold a government
position then lay low but if
you are building your own
business then now is the
time to make moves.

Get a dog. Or don’t get a dog.
We aren’t quite sure what
the stars are saying on this
one. As long as you don’t live
in Shanghai, probably get a
dog.

True love is just around the
corner. If you think you’ve
already found love then,
unfortunately, you are
mistaken. I hope you aren’t
already in too deep.

Aquarius

Pisces

1.21~2.19

Fatty food is not good for
you. Not just Aquarians but
everybody. Mars will push
you away from your family
into the summer months.
Check in on their health and
wellbeing but expect to be a
bit preoccupied.
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Aries

Taurus

2.20~3.20

3.21~4.20

4.21~5.21

If you made it this far then
you know that we warned
Pisceans to stay out of crypto
last month. Sure dodged
a bullet there. It’s time to
count your lucky stars that
you read all the way to the
back of this magazine. You’re
welcome.

It can be hard to balance your
need to nurture with your
desire to be independent.
Just let the algorithm feed
you conspiracies until the
decision is made for you.

Manage the stress in your
life and keep an eye on your
blood pressure. You might
feel like you’re on top of your
game but it’s easy to burn
out. Just because you’re a
Taurus doesn’t mean it’s
good for you to drink Red
Bull with lunch every day.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE
TRAVEL GUIDE: BUY
'EXPLORE CHINA' NOW
The beautiful 185-page book contains:

19M8B
R

• Historical and geographical facts and points of significance
• Where to stay, eat and drink, with must-try dishes and local delicacies
• Transportation information, airports, railway and road connections
• A shopping guide with tips and local products worth looking out for
• UNESCO World Heritage Sites and sacred mountains
• Informative features to help you understand China
• Fun day trips and destinations to visit from major cities
• China’s ethnic minorities and their culture
• Chinese characters and pinyin to facilitate travel and communication
• Must-have apps, and how to set up a phone and digital payment
system

Urbanatomy Media is excited to
share the highly anticipated fourth
edition of our Explore China
travel guide. The latest edition
of Explore China offers detailed
information on historical sites,
scenic spots, local delicacies,
activities, transport information
and places to stay.

Scan the QR code to buy.
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