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Suzhou: A Gentle Water Rhyme 

Visiting the City
Half of the history of Suzhou can be 
found on Pingjiang Road, deriving its 
name from the Chinese word for river 
(jiang). Pingjiang Road hosts well-
preserved ancient streets that run 
parallel to the river and when walking 
down them, you will feel like you are 
traveling back thousands of years and 
entering an exquisite Chinese painting.

Small boat rides down the river 
while bathing in the warm spring 
breeze and admiring the fresh green 
willows by the lake, is a true way to feel 
the gracefulness and elegance of this 
tranquil water town. Bike rides down 
the alleys and ancient roads by the 
riverbank offer an experience of local 
life away from the city.

Local Delicacies
The special soil and water in regions 
south of the Yangtze River gave birth to 
the sweet Suzhou-style cuisine.

If you want to sample the regional 
delicacies, look no further than the 
cuisines concealed deep in the narrow 
winding alleys of Suzhou. The most 
ordinary ingredients are transformed 
into mouthwatering delicacies 
by experienced local chefs. Fresh 
scrambled eggs with whitebait, sweet, 
stir-fried shrimp with water bamboo, 
tender braised pork with sticky sauce 
and other gourmet specialties are on 
offer everywhere. 

Living in Tranquility 
Mountains, rivers, parks and gardens 
are the soul of Suzhou. 

In the blossoming season of Spring, 
if you were to ask where the 
most beautiful place south of the 

Yangtze River is, the answer would 
undoubtedly be Suzhou. 

The beauty of Suzhou is both 
poetic and charming and can be found 
in mountains, rivers, forests and local 
delicacies.

Thousands of years ago, many 
talented scholars from the area spun 
tapestries of tomes and tales in the 
gardens of Suzhou. The ethereal 
rockeries and gate towers, quiet 
courtyard gardens, fishponds and 
half pavilions hold all the secrets and 
stories of these scholars.

Today, thousands of years later, 
the Gusu Small Courtyard lets guests 
enjoy the quiet and secluded garden 
by listening to the sounds and smells 
of the kitchen, burning incense and 
soft piano music while birds chirp 
above and fish swim at your feet. 

The beauty of Suzhou lies in its 
tender innocence. People here walk 
and live slowly and enjoy the delicate 
and long-lasting water towns that are 
quintessentiel to the regions south of 
the Yangtze River.-
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Unsolved murders, revolutionaries, the Chinese national anthem and warlords are just some of the tales that Alistair Baker-Brian 

has uncovered during his exploration of Beijing’s hutong. Nowadays, hutong range from anything from homes for the capital’s residents 

to trendy coffee shops and museums. However, hundreds, and even thousands of years ago, events took place that have given them a 

rich culture and a history shrouded in mystery. In this issue, we go back in time to introduce you to some of the most influential figures 

to have ever graced Beijing’s winding hutong. 

Elsewhere in the issue, we explore the second most popular sport in the world, but one that has (so far) failed to grip the hearts of 

Chinese people. With cricket on the cards for the Hangzhou 2022 Asia Games, scheduled for September this year, is this English sport 

about to have its day in the sun in the Middle Kingdom?

Finally, pizza is on the menu in an interview with Francesco Nevola, a Napoli native cooking the only authentic Neapolitan pizza you 

can find in China. 

Best Regards,

APRIL 2022Editor’s Note

Lars Hamer
Editor-in-Chief



Discover the Health Secrets Gold 
Medalists Use to Come Out On Top 

> Scan the QR code to start 
your digital care journey!

SinoUnited Health

SinoUnited Health is a leading 
medical service provider based in 
Shanghai. Their team of medical 
specialists come from China and 
abroad and is renowned for their 
excellent and rich experience in 
their respective fields of medical 

expertise. 
SinoUnited Health’s vision is to 

provide patient-oriented care by 
strictly adhering to medical practice 

guidelines, incorporating the 
latest technologies and respecting 

patients’ individual needs. For 
inquiries, please call 400 186 2116. 

For more information visit www.
sinounitedhealth.com.cn or scan 

the QR code:

provide you with advice on what you 
need to maintain top physical form.

Everyone at SinoUnited Health 
Wellness Club is dedicated to making 
good choices for you. We provide sound 
advice on what your body needs to 
maintain top physical form. With us, you 
will learn the principles of a balanced 
diet to build the foundation of your 
physical wellbeing. Everyone can be in 
top physical shape and the adjustments 
may not be as severe as you think. 

Our medical team consists of 
physicians with many years of clinical 
experience and are up to date with 
the latest industry knowledge. We are 
best placed to ensure that targets are 

achievable and safe. Our focus 
is on preventative medicine, 

meaning the prevention 
of diseases caused by 

unhealthy lifestyles 
before they occur, 
rather than treating 
diseases after they are 
diagnosed. 

Besides that, 
SinoUnited Health also 

provides you with a Virtual 
Clinic Service. Our Virtual Clinic 

currently offers video consultation 
services in family medicine, internal 
medicine, dermatology, pediatrics, 
ophthalmology, otolaryngology, and 
psychiatry, as well as follow-up and 
prescription care. 

Maintaining a healthy body 
and mind has become more 
important than ever since the 

outbreak of COVID-19. Who else could 
be a better example of a healthy body 
than the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympic 
Games champions?

Eileen Gu, the winner of three 
medals at the 2022 Beijing Winter 
Olympics, recently shared her winning 
secret. In an interview with CCTV, she 
revealed “vegetables with every meal, 
with carbohydrates and protein” is her 
winning formula. Gu also said that clean 
eating is not just about being lean but 
also about taking in enough nutrients 
to maintain your strength and your 
physical ability. 

In another interview Gu 
said, “My secret weapon 
is that since childhood, 
I have had 10 hours 
of sleep every night.” 
Sleep helps speed up 
an athlete’s recovery 
and for everyone 
else, it is essential for 
our daily performance.

Top athletes like Gu 
emphasize the importance 
of the fundamentals of good health 
- namely a well-balanced diet tailored 
to your needs, sufficient sleep, exercise 
and good mental wellbeing. 

At SinoUnited Health, we have 
established a 'Wellness Club', where we 
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China Eastern Flight MU5735 
– Everything We Know So Far
By Lars James Hamer and Ned Kelly

Tragedy struck on Monday, 
March 21, when China Eastern 
Airlines Flight MU5735 with 132 

people on board crashed in Guangxi 
Zhuang Autonomous Region, South 
China. 

The Flight

China Eastern Airlines Flight MU5735 
was a scheduled domestic passenger 
flight from Kunming, Yunnan, to 
Guangzhou, Guangdong.

The aircraft departed from Kunming 
Changshui International Airport for 
Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport 
at 1.15pm China Standard Time (CST). It 
was due to land at 3.05pm.

The Crash

The Civil Aviation Administration of 
China (CAAC) said that contact with the 
aircraft was lost over the city of Wuzhou, 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region.

At 2.22pm CST, while preparing to 
descend into Guangzhou, the aircraft 
entered a sudden steep descent, from 
8,900 meters (29,100 feet) to 983 meters 
(3,225 feet) in three minutes, with a 
descent rate of 2,629 meters (8,625 
feet) per minute, according to flight data 
recorded by Flightradar24.

The plane was caught on film by the 
CCTV of a local mining company, with 
footage depicting it rapidly descending, 
almost vertically.

The aircraft crashed in the 
mountainous regions of Teng County 
at 560 kilometers per hour at about 
2.38pm, erupting into a fireball and 
causing fires to break out in the 
surrounding forest.

Wuzhou Fire and Rescue Department 
reported that 450 firefighters were 
dispatched to the scene of the accident. 
Firefighters from nearby Tangbu Town, 
as well Guilin, Beihai, Hezhou, Laibin and 
Hechi were brought in to help with the 
operation. The fires were extinguished 
at around 5.25pm.

Rescue crews initially had difficulty 

accessing the site because of the fires. 
By the evening, 117 rescuers of a total 
of 650 dispatched had managed to gain 
access to it.

The Passengers and Crew

There were a total of 132 people on 
board the flight – 123 passengers and 9 
crew members – according to the CAAC.      
All persons on board were confimed to 
have died on March 27.

All 123 passengers and the crew 
memebers were Chinese, according to 
China Central Television (CCTV).

It was initially reported that 133 
people were on board the aircraft but 
one fortunate soul canceled her flight.

The 133rd Passenger

The passenger who had not boarded 
the flight, Ms. Xin, was contacted by 
reporters and issued the following 
statement:

“There are many people who have 
stolen the screenshot of my flight 
information, but they are not me. They 
used my flight information to pretend 
to be me, saying that they were on this 
flight and did not board the plane for 
various reasons. This is not the case.“

“There are many false reports on the 
internet now, and many people have 
personally attacked me. Maybe because 
I am a Taobao shopkeeper. But my 
mood is very sad and complicated.“

“I want to clear this matter up. I hope 
people will pray for our compatriots on 
the flight instead of focusing on me.”

The Search

So far, the search has found human 
remains, personal items of the victims, 
plane debris and both of the aircraft’s  
black boxes. 

Officials have stated that the point 
of impact has been largely determined. 
However, after discovering a 1.3 meter 
long, 10 centimeter wide piece of debris 
over a kilometer away from this point, 
the search area was  expanded by 1.5 
times its original size. 

Continuous rainfall made the search 
difficult and local fire crews warned of 
the risk of small-scale landslides.  

The first black box was found on 
March 23. It is used for recording audio 
in the cockpit. As of press time, officials 
in Beijing are trying to extract its data. 
However, Chinese officials have stated 
that the storage cell for the black box 
could be damaged. 

The second black box, which is used 
for tracking data, such as the planes 
movement, was found on March 27. The 
data extracted from the second box will 
tell officials what the plane's movement  
looked like before the crash.



RANDOM NUMBER

30…
… is the number of minutes it takes to 
get a result using China’s newly devel-
oped at-home testing kit for COVID-19. 

Prior to the kits becoming available, 
anyone who wanted to get a nucleic 
acid test for COVID-19 had to go to a 
designated testing site. Tests are not 
difficult to book, relatively cheap and 
offer results within 1-2 days. However, 
this new at-home testing could be a real 
game-changer in dealing with COVID-19.

According to Xinhua, the kit is 
the size of a lighter and costs around 
RMB100. To get a result, users have 
to use the kit to take a nose swab 
sample. Sixth Tone reports that the kits 
will complement tests carried out at 
designated locations. Anyone who tests 
positive using the kit should report the 
result to their local community. 

The testing kit was developed by 
West China Hospital, an institution 
affiliated with Sichuan University in 
southwest China. 

Mass testing and targeted lock-
downs are still common across China 
as the government imposes its ‘dynamic 
zero-COVID’ strategy. 

Could at-home test kits help ease 
restrictions? We’ll wait and see.

 DON’T YOU KNOW WHO I AM? 

Zeng Xiaolian
The 83-year-old biological artist has 
produced over 2,000 nature-focused 
paintings during his distinguished career. 

Zeng spent 40 years with the Kunming 
Institute of Botany in China’s southwest 
Yunnan province, an institute affiliated 
with the Chinese Academy of Sciences. 
His almost lifelike paintings depict birds, 
flowers, plants, fungi and more. 

China Daily reports that 36 of his 
paintings will be shown at the Shanghai 
Center of Photography until May 22. The 
exhibition theme is the wealth of nature 
and the cycle of botanical life. 

According to Zeng, the hardest part of biological art is not lifelike depiction, but 
“showing the eagerness to survive of every petal and leaf in different environments.”

 QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

… said 13-year-old Shanghai local Wendy Wen. 
Wen is not just any 13-year-old. She recently composed a symphony which was 

performed on March 5 by the New York Philharmonic, as reported by Global Times. 
The performance by one of the world’s oldest symphony orchestras was part of a 

young people’s concert, celebrating young composers from around the world. 
Wen’s piece entitled ‘Lady Liberty in a Thunderstorm’ was intended to mark more 

than 100 years of women’s suffrage in the United States. Women in the US gained the 
right to vote back in 1920. 

Wen gets her musical talent from her father and composer, Wen Deqing. At such 
a young age, his daughter looks like she could be on a path to musical greatness. 
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“Composing music is a 
way to record life that 

enables self-expression. 
I realize that music is 
actually everywhere”



As you might already know, you can connect your utility bills to your WeChat account for a convenient way to make payments 
( 生活缴费 shēnghuó jiǎofèi). You can choose to pay your bills manually every month or turn on automatic payments ( 自动缴费 
zìdòng jiǎofèi).

You can also choose to pay manually or turn on automatic payments ( 自动充 zìdòng chōng).

Similarly, you can top up your phone in the WeChat Top-Up Center.

CHINESE CORNER

Topping Up Your Phone

生活缴费   
shēnghuó jiǎofèi     
paying utility bills

手机充值   
shǒujī chōngzhí
mobile top-up

充话费
chōng huàfèi
to pay the phone bill

充流量  
chōng liúliàng
to buy internet data

电费   
diànfèi
electricity bill

煤气费
méiqìfèi
gas bill

Paying Utility Bills in Wechat
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To learn more phrases and 
practice with Chinese teachers, 
scan the QR code: 

Learn Chinese with That’s Mandarin  

水费
shuǐfèi 
water bill

Paying Your Utility Bills
You can top up your utility bills in the WeChat Top-Up Center.
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Can the Middle 
Kingdom Warm to 
this English Sport?

Exploring 
China’s 
Cricket Scene
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By Alistair Baker-Brian

As the “second most popular sport 
on the planet,” cricket is truly 
a global game, although you 

might not know that if you looked at its 
popularity in China. 

If you’re not familiar with cricket – 
can’t tell your offside from your legside, 
T20 from test matches or batting from 
bowling – well… get Googling because 
there’s really no explaining all that here.

Cricket is often quoted as having 
a global fanbase of 2.5 billion people, 
though the exact source of this figure is 
a little unclear – second only to soccer 
with 3.5 billion fans. 

However, over recent decades, 
the sport’s progress in the potentially 
lucrative Chinese market has been 
modest, to put it diplomatically. Hong 
Kong, with its history as a British 
colony before returning to China, has 
something of a stronger cricketing scene 
compared to the Chinese mainland. 

In fact, the word “China” is better 
associated among cricket enthusiasts 
with a specific and somewhat 
unorthodox bowling technique (the 
actual term could be deemed offensive). 

Getting an accurate number on how 
many people in China play cricket is not 

easy. The International Cricket Council 
(ICC), the sport’s world governing body, 
say there were around 80,000 people 
playing cricket in the Middle Kingdom, 
as reported by DW News. Around half of 
these were estimated to be women.

This figure is a little over two years 
old and things may have changed since 
that time. It’s also not clear if this figure 
includes solely Chinese nationals or 
also includes those from China’s expat 
cricketing community. 

Either way, the number represents a 
tiny fraction of China’s vast population. 

In September, Hangzhou will host 
the 2022 Asian Games with cricket 
included on the Games’ schedule. It 
might not be the same high standard 
as test cricket or the World Cup, but it 
is international cricket nonetheless; can 
this be anything other than positive for 
cricket in China? 

With the Games only a few months 
away, we thought now would be a 
good time to take a look at the cricket 
landscape in China and ask whether 
Hangzhou 2022 could help the Middle 
Kingdom warm to this English sport.  
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Helping to keep China’s cricketing 
flame burning is a small but 
committed community of expat 

residents in China. 
This is nothing new. As early as 1858, 

officers from the HMS Highflyer played 
against a Shanghai cricket team of 11, a 
game that saw the birth of the Shanghai 
Cricket Club. Despite an absence after 
the establishment of the People’s 
Republic of China in 1949, the club was 
re-established in 1994 and has been 
going strong ever since. 

JJ Lim from Malaysia has been 
involved in Shanghai’s cricket scene 
since 1997. He currently serves as 
the Shanghai Cricket Club’s Youth 
Development and Liaison Officer for the 
China Cricket Team. 

Lim told That’s about how he first 
came to discover cricket in Shanghai and 
the challenges they faced in terms of 
finding suitable playing facilities. 

“When I first arrived in Shanghai, 
I found a cricket advert in an expats 
magazine,” he tells us. “I turned up for 
some nets (equipment used in cricket 
practice sessions). We played cricket 
on a rugby ground at Waigaoqiao 
Pudong. The wicket was made up of 
three pieces of thick iron sheets which 
were wheelbarrowed to the middle of 
the ground, laid as flat as possible and 
pegged down with straw-matting.”

Vikas Laxman from India serves 
as Shanghai Cricket Club Captain and 
previously served as League Director. 
He notes that facilities in Shanghai have 
come a long way since the early days 
and that cricketers in the city are lucky 
compared to other parts of the country, 
even though challenges remain. 

“We have two main facilities 
where we host our games – Shanghai 
Community Sports Center (SCSC) and 
Wellington College,” Laxman tells That’s. 
“We face a lot of challenges in terms of 
ground availability to host our games, as 
there are others also competing for the 
facilities.”

Lalit Sharma from India has lived 
in southern China for 25 years and has 
been involved in the Shenzhen cricket 

China’s Cricketing Expats

scene since 2008. 
“In 2008, we were 10-12 guys playing 

cricket on a tennis court with a tennis 
ball,” Sharma recalls. “Now, we play 
leather ball cricket in football stadiums.” 

However, he does admit that 
facilities are still a problem. “Grounds 
are not easily available. We can’t play in 
open parks or stadiums that have other 
games going on for safety reasons.”

The shortage of suitable facilities has 
only been exacerbated by COVID-19. 

Stephen from the UK, who requested 
we only use his first name, works in 
Beijing and has been captain of the 
Beijing Ducks Cricket Club since 2019.  

“There are severe limitations on 
available areas to play,” Stephen tells us. 
“Cricket requires very specific fields and 
pitches and there is only one venue to 
our knowledge in Beijing right now. That 
venue has been very sensitive to the 
current pandemic situation.“ 

“We often have to try and adapt 
venues to cricket and that itself can 
cause issues.”

While facilities might pose 
difficulties, getting good-quality cricket 
equipment is not much of a problem. 

Laxman points out that before 
restrictions on international travel were 

imposed, cricketers in China would 
travel to India, Pakistan, the UK and 
elsewhere and bring back equipment. 
Nowadays, cricketers rely more on 
buying equipment from inside China.

“Several local companies have 
started selling equipment from within 
China. So, now we have the liberty to 
buy it within China and avoid the hassle 
of carrying it from our home country.”

Lim agrees that getting equipment 
such as cricket balls from overseas is not 
a problem. The task has certainly been 
made easier by the likes of 4D Sports, 
a Guangdong-based company which 
imports and sells equipment on Taobao. 

All practical issues aside, the 
enthusiasm among China’s expat 
cricketing community is undeniable. 
This is borne out in the numerous 
leagues, tournaments and tours which 
are organized in Beijing, Shanghai, 
Guangdong and elsewhere. 

In the 2021 season, Stephen played 
an active role in organizing fixtures for 
the main Beijing Cricket League made 
up of four teams, though the league was 
disrupted by COVID-19. 
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Those who spoke to That’s each 
expressed their desire for more 
Chinese nationals to get involved 

in China’s cricket scene. 
Stephen noted that he would like the 

Beijing cricket scene to become more 
involved with the two national teams. 
Meanwhile, Sharma said he hoped the 
Hangzhou 2022 Asian Games would 
be something of a boost for garnering 
enthusiasm for cricket among locals.

China has had associate membership 
of the ICC since 2004, and the organiza-
tion has long had the country in its sights 
as a target market. 

The ICC General Manager of 
Development William Glennwright 
visited the country in 2017 with the aim 
of better understanding the Chinese 
cricketing market, as reported by Xinhua. 
He paid a visit to Shenyang to watch the 
men’s national development squad. 

An article published by Forbes on 
November 28, 2021, acknowledged that, 
when it came to cricket, China was still 
a “work in progress.” The article also 
stressed that in recent years, the ICC had 
started to focus more effort on other 
emerging cricketing markets, like the US. 

As Youth Development and Liaison 
Officer for the China Cricket Team, Lim 
shared with That’s some of his thoughts 
on the challenges facing the Chinese 
Cricket Association, China’s national 
governing body for the sport. 

“It was unfortunate that, in 2020, the 
Chinese team’s foreign coach, appointed 
by the Asia Cricket Council, was unable 
to come to China due to travel restric-
tions,” Lim says. “So, the progress and 
development of the Chinese team, main-
ly made up of students aged between 15 
to 18 years old, was badly affected.”

Lim now plays a role in the team’s 
preparations for the upcoming 
Hangzhou 2022 Asian Games. He hopes 
for more collaboration between the 
Shanghai Cricket Club and the Chinese 

Cricket Association and that cricket will 
reach more of China’s school students. 

There have been some efforts on the 
part of Chinese cricket enthusiasts to 
help popularize the sport among China’s 
vast population. 

Liu Jingmin is a professor of sport 
science at Tsinghua University in Beijing. 
He published a Chinese-language book 
entitled 板球基础教程 (banqiu jichu 
jiaocheng), or Guide to the Basics of 
Cricket, covering everything from the 
sport’s history to the rules of play and 

Can Cricket Burst Its Expat Bubble?

Laxman introduces the structure of 
the Shanghai league:

“Division 1 is the elite division and 
consists of 40-over games. Division 2 is 
an amateur-level division and consists of 
30-over games. And Division 3 is more 
social-level cricket and consists of 25-
over games.”

As well as organizing tournaments 
using a hard leather ball, Sharma also 
organizes tennis ball cricket in Shenzhen 
for “an easier and safer format.” 

Some tours even take clubs overseas; 
the Shanghai Cricket Club found itself 
traveling to North Korea in 2008. The 
Club’s website states that they were 

the “first club to play organized cricket 
in North Korea, competing for the 
Pyongyang Friendship Trophy.” 

ESPN reported that these were the 
first-ever formal cricket matches in North 
Korea. They took place on May 2, 2008, 
at Pyongyang’s Taesongsan Park. 

We can only imagine that 
popularizing cricket in North Korea has 
its own of unique challenges. 

For now, many of China’s cricketing 
expats share the sentiment that they 
would like to see a return to pre-
COVID-19 normality (who wouldn’t?). 

“The sport relies on a steady influx 
of new people arriving in the country, 

and that simply can’t happen right now 
because of safety concerns,” Stephen 
stresses. 

Laxman expresses his desire to 
organize more games played between 
clubs from different cities across the 
country. He also expressed his desire 
for Shanghai to have its own purpose-
built cricket ground with a grass wicket 
– a desire no doubt shared by many 
cricketers in China. 

Players from the Beijing Ducks Cricket 
Club after a weekend practice session. 

Image via Beijing Ducks Cricket Club
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standard cricketing techniques. 
The book was written in collaboration 

with the Asian Cricket Council and the 
Chinese Cricket Association, the latter of 
which Liu is a member. 

That’s reached out to Professor Liu 
via email to request an interview but 
received no reply. 

Needless to say, speaking to Chinese 
nationals involved in China’s cricketing 
scene was not easy. This was compound-
ed by the fact that getting basic infor-
mation was difficult; the Chinese Cricket 

Association doesn’t even have a website, 
though some information is available via 
the Shanghai Cricket Association and the 
Asian Cricket Council.  

Nonetheless, we had no trouble 
discovering the Chinese national teams’ 
various achievements over recent years. 

2010 marked something of a turning 
point for cricket in China as Guangzhou 
hosted the Asian Games. 

While China’s men’s cricket team 
didn’t win a match at the Games, the 
women’s team finished in a commend-

able fourth place. They beat Malaysia 
and Thailand, before losing out in the 
bronze-medal match to Japan. 

A year later, the women’s team were 
finalists in the Asian Cricket Council 
Women’s T20 Championship.

Along with the Chinese mainland’s 
first purpose-built cricket pitch with a 
grass wicket, the women’s team’s suc-
cess is perhaps one of the Guangzhou 
2010 Asian Games’ greatest legacies for 
cricket in China. 

The Hangzhou 2022 Asian Games 
are scheduled to take place from 
September 10 to 25, 2022. 

One way in which China’s cricket 
scene will benefit from the Games is 
in the form of a purpose-built cricket 
ground with a grass wicket, the second 
on the Chinese mainland. 

The ground, located at Zhejiang 
University of Technology’s Pingfeng 
Campus, is reportedly near completion. 

The Asian Games is not a huge 

highlight on the cricketing calendar. 
Cricketing giant India has already hinted 
that they will send neither a men’s nor 
a women’s team to the Games due to 
other priorities, as reported by Reuters. 

Moreover, garnering enough 
enthusiasm to pull in a big crowd might 
be difficult. Is it possible that COVID-19 
restrictions might mean only selected 
spectators can attend as was the 
case during the Winter Olympics and 
Paralympics? We’ll wait and see. 

Hangzhou 2022 – The Boost Chinese Cricket Needs?

China’s cricket scene would be wise 
to focus its energy on fixing structural 
problems. But that doesn’t mean 
Hangzhou 2022 can’t help spread the 
word about cricket to those who would 
otherwise be unfamiliar with the sport. 

Before then, we await the arrival of 
summer and with it the cricket season 
– a season that hopefully sees players 
across China from all walks of life 
participating in the true spirit of cricket. 

Eight teams from Hong Kong and other parts of southern China participated in the South China Super 
6’s in pre-COVID times. The Shenzhen World XI won the tournament. Image via Lalit Sharma
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SPOTLIGHTScarlett 
Liao
scarlett_artvision

“I enjoy going through the process 
of helping models develop and 
become more confident as they 

start building their careers. Noticing 
how they change from the start of 
shooting to the end of shooting is 
always pleasing. They become more 
comfortable and are able to express 
themselves better. I always enjoy 
being able to capture an individual’s 
beauty and showcase it in the best way 
possible. I believe that every individual 
deserves to feel beautiful.”

Scarlett Liao is a 24-year-old 
photographer from Zhaoqing, living in 
Guangzhou. She works as an art advisor 
for a children’s clothing company 
by day, but photography is her true 
passion. Operating under the freelance 
title ‘scarlett_artvision’, her Instagram 
features collections of images of foreign 
models based in China. Liao's project 
‘SHE’ was featured in Vogue in 2021, you 
can see one of the shots on page 14. 
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“I have been studying and 
learning art for more than 10 years. 
In the beginning, I was predominately 
drawing and painting. Later, I traveled 
to Chongqing and met up with a girl 
who agreed to be my model. While 
photographing of her, I realized how 
much I enjoyed taking professional 
pictures of people.”

Liao focuses on portrait photography 
of models of different ages, ethnicities 
and social backgrounds. 

“I believe that with the right attention 
to detail in terms of lighting and angles, 

a photo can make anyone’s beauty shine 
through. As individuals, we tend to feel 
differently at different times and as we 
grow older, we start to look different. I 
love the challenge of trying to capture 
looks and feelings during these times.”



OVERHEARD

On the Street
Chinese social media was transfixed on 
the story of Barbie Hsu’s second marriage 
during the month of March, the hashtag 
#Big S and Koo Jun-yup garnered over 1.4 
billion views on Weibo, as of press time. 
The actress from Taiwan, who goes by 
the name Big S in Chinese ( 大 S), tied the 
knot with Koo Jyun-yup, a South Korean 
DJ and singer. 

What’s the big deal? It’s 2022 and 
people get divorced and remarried all the 
time. Well, before their marriage in South 
Korea in January, Hsu and Koo hadn’t 
seen each other in person since their first 
relationship ended over 20 years ago. 
After Hsu’s divorce, Koo reached out and 
the two started talking online.

Hsu had only been divorced from 
Chinese businessman Wang Xiaofei, with 
whom she had two children, for three 
months when Koo proposed over an 
online video call. 

The happy couple kept the marriage 
secret until Koo made the announcement 
on Instagram. The pair are now in Taiwan 
to register their marriage and enjoy a 
two-month honeymoon.

Many Chinese netizens were skeptical 
of the marriage and some even urged 
Hsu to sign a prenuptial agreement, 
referencing how much more money she 
makes than Koo. 

Other social media users shared a clip 
from Taste of Love, a Korean reality show 
that revealed Koo’s mom helping him 
peel shrimp. The excerpt was contrasted 
with Hsu’s remarks on the Chinese reality 
show Happiness Trio where she said “you 
have to let men help you peel [off the 
shells] when eating shrimp.”

If you ask me, there is something 
fishy about the whole relationship. 

Image via @WINNER_B4R/Weibo
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 UNDER THE LENS 

Back to the 90s
K-Pop sensation Kang Seung Yoon has been trending on 
Weibo for sporting a real nineties throwback look. The 
official Weibo account of the South Korean pop group 
WINNER, in which he is a member, posted the photos on 
March 24. The 28-year-old donned baggy red plaid pants, 
oversized black combat boots and a long silver windbreaker. 
The clutch of the outfit being the black Kurt Cobain graphic 
tee and thick-rimmed alien sunglasses which Cobain is 
pictured wearing on the shirt. Yoon majored in classic guitar 
at Busan High School of Arts and his mother revealed he 
has an IQ of 141, according to Fandom.com. As a result, we 
will give him the benefit of the doubt and assume he does, 
in fact, know at least three Nirvana songs.

 COVET 

Baby Got Bag
The Spring/Summer 2022 collection has been released by Canada Goose. The 
brand made headlines in China for some suboptimal reasons in recent years. The 
two-storey Sanlitun, Beijing flagship store was slated to open in December 2018 
but was allegedly delayed because of construction. However, December 1 had 
seen the detention of Huawei CFO Men Wanzhou in Vancouver and subsequent 
calls to boycott Canadian products. Fast forward to September 2021, the Toronto-
based outerwear company was fined RMB450,000 by the National Enterprise Credit 
Information Publicity System for false advertising, according to the CBC. Chinese 
regulators determined that the company had misled customers regarding the down 
in their signature jackets, with claims that the down was goose when portions of it 
were found to be duck. Then in November, Canada Goose felt the wrath of netizens 
and consumer watchdogs regarding a return policy dispute, Reuters reports.

This spring, embrace the fanny pack lifestyle with their RMB2,400 crossbody 
bag — it’s available in a range of colors from Summit Pink to North Star White. 
Conceal that belly pooch with the brand that the China Consumers Association 
called “arrogant and superior,” as per South China Morning Post. Whether you call 
it a belt bag or a bumbag, it makes for the ultimate summer accessory.

On the other hand, perhaps you aren’t into courting controversy 
and want something representative of your environs. A great 
Chinese streetwear brand called 初弎 (chusan) has you covered 
from backpacks and shoulder bags to denim jackets and glossy 
pleather bucket hats. Adorned with intricate embroideries 
reminiscent of colorful Dunhuang cave art to hefty ‘foo dog’ door 
knockers, these accoutrement are sure to corral compliments. 
Keep your phone safe and your midriff warm with this stylish 
crossbody carrier — on sale for RMB189.
> Scan the QR codes to view the product on Taobao



A P R I L  2 0 2 2  |  1 7

 CITY SNAPSHOT 

@chaominzeng
Chao Minzeng got his hands on a Canon 
1000D in 2008 and became “fascinated 
with the process of taking a picture.” 
The following year he bought a Sigma 
DP2 that he carried everywhere and 
really became interested in the scenes 
he found on the streets. He now rocks a 
Fujifilm X100V. Chao has been working 
and living in Dongguan, Guangdong 
province, for 14 years. When asked about 
composition, Chao says he doesn’t have 
a specific formula but chases scenes with 
“dramatic lighting, captivating colors and, 
most importantly, interesting people.” 
       “My favorite and most popular 
picture I took and shared on social media 
is of a Meituan courier smoking before 
his shift. I asked him for permission 
before I snapped the picture. At first, he 
thought I was a supervisor for Meituan 
and refused. Then, after some convinc-

ing, he let me take a picture of 
him smoking but he was 

still very cautious and 
turned his back to me 
— which I liked even 
better as it made the 
vibe of the picture 

more mysterious.”

T H AT ’ S  M A G A Z I N E S
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Galley Gadgets

YEEDI K10 SWEEPING ROBOT

SOSEKI DEODORIZER 

April is the month when nature embraces Spring, but Chinese 
people traditionally do their spring-cleaning months earlier, before 
the Spring Festival. If you’re like us and exercise any excuse to put 
off doing your cleaning, we’ve got you covered. This month Galley 
Gadgets presents a selection of products that will make cleaning the 
house a breeze. Don’t forget to scan the QR code using the Taobao 
APP to check out these products. 
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The Yeedi k10 Sweeping Robot retails for RMB3999 and is 
arguably the best robot vacuum cleaner on the market. Within 
20 seconds of starting up, it can mop the whole floor and it 
fits under surfaces 8.5 centimeters above the ground, making 
cleaning under the sofa a doddle. When the Yeedi has finished 
cleaning not only 
will it return to its 
docking station 
but it will self-
clean its own mop 
and brush heads, 
taking care of 
another job for 
you. 

Have you ever come home to a smell and you can’t figure out 
where it is coming from? Whether it’s something in the fridge, 
behind the bookshelf or lurking in some other hidden corner 
of your house, the Sosekia Deodorizer will find it and get rid of 
it. Not only is it great at getting rid of odors inside and outside 
of the fridge, but if you do keep it in the fridge, it will remove 
any nasty germs and preserve the freshness 
of your food for up to seven days. The Soseki 
Deodorizer retails at RMB199 but if you want to 
spend more, they will throw in lots of little gifts, 
including a portable washing machine (yes, you 
did read that right)!

VEEPER WIPPER 0/5A
Bars on windows and living in high-rise flats makes 
cleaning the windows an absolute nightmare that it 
really shouldn’t be. Well, Veeper’s Wipper 0/5A is like 
a sweeping robot for your windows, just attach it to 
the surface of your windows and let it do 
its thing. The Wipper can also be remote-
controlled and a safety harness can be fitted 
to ensure the outside of the windows can be 
safely cleaned. 



Highs
• JD Logistics, a subsidiary of the e-commerce giant JD.com has purchased 
Deppon Logistics, a company that offers shipping and special delivery 
services. JD has forked over RMB9 billion for a 99% equity stake in Deppon 
Logistics’ parent company, who has 30,000 service stations, 143 transfer 
centers and over 15,000 vehicles throughout the Middle Kingdom. 

• China’s retail sales of consumer goods rose by 6.7% year on year to almost 
RMB7.5 trillion during January and February 2022. Retail sales of consumer 
goods are one of the main indicators of consumption growth and the growth 
rate was 5% higher than December 2021. 

• Tencent has made a move into the market of non-fungible tokens (NFTs) by 
investing in Immutable, an Australian gaming and NFT startup. Immutable 
was founded in 2018 and specializes in blockchain-based games. The USD200 
million investment from Tencent has raised its value to USD2.5 billion. 

Lows
• Yum China, the Chinese operator for brands such as KFC, Pizza Hut 
and Taco Bell in the country, may have to delist from the New York stock 
exchange after it was unable to provide access to audit documents. The 
company’s sales have also suffered from rising COVID-19 cases in cities 
across China.  

• Alibaba Group Holding’s shares fell by 10.9% in Hong Kong trading and its 
US-listed stock was down 5%. The ongoing COVID-19 problem in Hong Kong 
and the lockdown imposed on Shenzhen in mid-March has impacted con-
sumer spending, therefore, impacting e-commerce groups such as Alibaba. 

• China raised the prices of gasoline and diesel in March. The price of gas was 
increased by RMB260 and diesel prices increased by RMB255 per metric ton, 
according to the National Development and Reform Commission. However, 
as China imposed a lockdown on the city of Shenzhen and COVID-19 restric-
tions on Shanghai later in the month, prices in the US fell below USD100 per 
barrel as demand for oil in China lessened. 

HIGHS AND LOWS
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A 4.1 Magnitude Earthquake 
Hit Huizhou, Guangdong

A 4.1 magnitude earthquake hit the 
city of Huizhou, Guangdong at 2.28am 
on Monday, March 14. 

The coastal city reported that the 
earthquake had a focal depth of 25 
kilometers and people as far as Hong 
Kong felt the tremors.

The central point of the quake was 
45 kilometers from the city center. The 
nearest townships and villages are 20 
and 100 kilometers away, respectively. 

The China Earthquake Network stat-
ed that there have been six earthquakes 
of magnitude three or above within a 
200 kilometer radius of the epicenter 
of the Huizhou earthquake in the past 
five years. The March 14 earthquake 
reported is the largest of said six. 

China Implements Anti-
COVID-19 Measures on 
International Mail 

International mail coming to 
China will be disinfected upon arrival 
and held for up to seven days before 
delivery, Global Times reports. 

The measures come as Chinese 
researchers say that a cluster of recent 
omicron infections is likely linked to 
postage coming from overseas.

US-based epidemiologist and 
Health Economist Dr. Eric Feigl-Ding 
said, “If true – this is the first outbreak 
cluster spread in such a way.”

China’s State Post Bureau an-
nounced that they would be inspecting 
mail processing sites around the 
country and advised delivery compa-
nies to provide health protection for 
employees and the correct personal 
protective equipment (PPE), such as 
masks and hand sanitizer. 

Owners Will Face Fines for 
Abandoning Pets

Hubei has revised laws 
surrounding pet ownership so that 
any person who abandons their 
cat or dog in the province may face 
fines of RMB1,000-5,000, according 
to China Daily.

The revisions also state that 
local governments are responsible 
for finding care for the abandoned 
animals and disposing of pets that 
die of illness. 

According to the regulations, 
large and dangerous dogs are now 
prohibited in Hubei, and those 
who raise them could be fined 
RMB10,000 and have their dog 
confiscated. 

The Metaverse Gets a Mention 
During the Two Sessions

Several deputies of the National 
People’s Congress (NPC) and members 
of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference (CPPC) 
submitted proposals focusing on the 
metaverse during the Two Sessions. 

Members and deputies were united 
in their view that China should both 
embrace and regulate the metaverse. 

In China, it is estimated that there 
are 663 metaverse related enterprises, 
including Huawei, Tencent and BYD. 

The metaverse is a form of 3D 
social networking that is facilitated by 
both virtual and augmented reality. 

China to Regulate Children’s 
Use of Social Media

China’s top internet regulator 
signaled that streaming services, social 
networks and online messaging will be 
required to restrict children’s use of the 
services in the future.

The new regulations, which were 
still open to feedback from the public as 
of press time, are an extension to last 
year’s restrictions on the time children 
can spend playing online games. 

The Cyberspace Administration of 
China is calling on all online service 
providers to create a “youth mode” 
which will limit usage time and content 
to the above services. 

Apple’s Facial Recognition 
Now Works with a Mask

Apple users can now use 
the company’s facial recognition 
software without removing their 
masks. The key feature was 
introduced during the iOS 15.4 
operating system update. 

China is one of a small num-
ber of countries that haven’t even 
flirted with the idea of removing 
mandatory face coverings in 
public spaces, so the new update 
is a welcome change for Apple 
lovers in China.

Face ID on Apple products is 
used for unlocking the device, 
accessing the iTunes and App 
Stores, using Apple Pay, auto-fill-
ing passwords, opening certain 
Apps and more. 

CHINA HIGHLIGHTS
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Interview by Ned Kelly

Originally from the North East 
of England, 20-year veteran 
of the tourism industry Mike 

Norton arrived in Shanghai in 2009 
with the first double-decker tour 
buses in China. Ever the innovator, 
he has just launched GPS Walks, is 
all set to revolutionize the Shanghai 
walking tour scene… and do away 
with flag-wielding, sidewalk-hogging 
tour groups for good.

Michael Norton: 
Revolutionizing 
Shanghai’s Walking 
Tour Scene
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Tell us about your double-decker bus 
background?
I started in London as a tour guide 
doing tours on double-decker buses. 
One thing led to another and when the 
company I worked for started expanding 
to different places around the world, I 
became part of the team that set up and 
developed the new operations.
I was working in Hong Kong when the 
opportunity arose to start tours in 
Shanghai, and in 2010 we brought the 
first ever double-decker tour buses to 
China just in time for the World Expo. 
Since then I’ve been involved in other 
tourism infrastructure projects in both 
China and in Vietnam.

How did GPS Walks come about?
The pandemic has been really tough for 
the tourism industry, but it’s also given 
people time to re-evaluate and innovate. I 
started to think about different ways tours 
could work in this altered landscape.

When you join a walking tour, you join 
a group that assembles at specific times, 
maybe only once or twice a month. It 
moves slowly too because everybody has 
to gather around a guide when they have 
something to say. If you stop to take a 
picture, you need to catch up; if someone 
else stops, everyone needs to wait.

What I wanted to do was create an ex-
perience for people to be able to explore 
the city on their own terms, without the 
need for tour guides or to be a part of 
large groups.

Shanghai has a great history and so 
many historic buildings, but sometimes 
the interesting stories behind those places, 
and some of the great characters that 
made Shanghai their home, aren’t told. 
There’s often something really interesting 
hidden down a lane that we walk past 
every day but we had no idea existed.

I created these GPS walking tours to 
give people a chance to explore the city 
and find a few things that perhaps might 
surprise them.

How does it work?
It works through a WeChat mini-pro-
gram, which uses your location to play 
commentary automatically, so you can 
listen and focus on your surroundings 
while you walk.

You can start our walks at any time 
and stop whenever and wherever you 
like, for as long as you like. You don’t even 
need to hit pause; when you start moving 
again, the playback will continue.

You can follow your progress on the 
map, but the commentary also gives 
you directions, so you don’t need to be 
glued to your screen.

What can people expect from a tour?
We have three tours online now, each 
one lasting around one-and-a-half 
hours. On each tour, we have some 
well-known and famous places and 
great photo opportunities, but there 
are also some hidden gems tucked 
away for people to discover.

The aim is to pick out the stories 
that bring a bit of Old Shanghai to life 
and go a little bit deeper than the dry 
statistics there might be on the plaque 
on the outside of the building.

How do you pick your routes?
Obviously, the key is to find the right 
buildings with the right stories and 
then put them together with a narra-
tive. I want to have a mix of places – 
famous and lesser-known – and some 
surprises where you walk through a 
gateway and say, “Wow, I never knew 
that was here!”

Did we hear you also do tailor-made 
tour routes for clients?
We do, we work with 5-star hotels and 
corporate clients to create bespoke 
routes. We can start from your front 
door and create custom-branded tours 
that can be used to enhance the experi-
ence or reward loyalty club members.

Are any more tour routes lined up?
Yes. We’re starting with three but we have 
more in the planning stages and we’ll be 
doing some seasonal tours each year.

> Scan the QR code for the GPS Walks WeChat 
mini-program:
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Alleyway Residents
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THE MARXIST 
INTELLECTUALS

Born in Changsha county, Hunan province in 1898, Tian 
Han’s support for communism was evident early on in his life. 

As an author and playwright, he joined the left-wing 
Dramatists League in 1930, and eventually the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) in 1932. His politics were very much reflected 
in his numerous plays with many combining revolutionary 
communism with proletarianism, feminism and patriotism. 

Tian Han is most well-known for writing the lyrics to the song 

Who?
Tian Han

The mere mention of the word 
hutong can conjure up many 
different images – from the 

humdrum and somewhat innocuous 
alleyways to the more flashy and 
gentrified areas lined with restaurants, 
cafes, bars and quaint gift shops. 

Whether you love them or loathe 
them, there’s no denying that hutong are 
an integral part of Beijing’s character. 
There’s also no denying that they’ve been 
home to some well-known figures from 
both China and abroad in recent history. 

Hutong, narrow lanes or alleyways 
lined with traditional courtyard 
residences on either side, date back to 
the Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-
1911) dynasties and represent a form 
of architecture you’ll struggle to find 
outside of Beijing. 

Scottish photographer Bruce 
Connolly, a long-time resident of Beijing 
and a familiar name to That’s readers, 
has been fortunate enough to witness 
changes to Beijing’s hutong during his 
time in the city. 

“I first came to Beijing in 1987. At that 
time, the grand imperial-era ‘must-see’ 
buildings and structures were on the 
schedule. Sadly, I was not introduced 
to the older hutong alleys of Beijing,” 
Connolly tells That’s.

“In 1994, I arrived back in Beijing; the 
city would be the starting point of some 
great travels. My hotel was in a hutong 
south of Yonghegong – Beixinqiao 

Santiao. It was an amazing experience. 
I love it and regularly returned to the 
same hotel during my regular visits 
throughout the 1990s.”

Connolly describes how he witnessed 
a “hutong life” in his early days in Beijing.

“Their world was the alley. So 
much happened there – a world so 
different from the few departments 
stores and large hotels at Wangfujing or 
Jianguomen.”

Expat hutong residents have been 
the subject of British author Paul 
French’s book Destination Peking. The 
book details 18 tales of expats living in 
Beijing during the first half of the 20th 
century – from writers to actors and 
actresses to intellectuals and everyone 
else in between. 

In an article for That’s, French 
emphasizes the importance of the 
hutong in understanding Peking. 

“One running theme throughout 
the stories (of expats in Beijing) is 
the presence of the unique hutong 
alleyways, which – depending on who 
you were – provided sumptuous homes, 
somewhere to hide, places to reinvent 
yourself or places to turn into temples to 
the Peking aesthetic,” French writes. 

“Perhaps the best way to understand 
Peking and its history is to explore the 
city’s hutong.”

Another of French’s books, 2011 
bestseller Midnight in Peking, also 
features a number of Beijing’s hutong. 

The book is based on the true story 
of murdered British schoolgirl Pamela 
Werner, a crime that occurred in 1937 
and remains unsolved to this day. 
Werner’s mutilated body was found 
nearby Kuijiachang Hutong where she 
lived with her father Edward Werner, a 
retired British diplomat and sinologist. 

The story follows British detective 
Dennis and Chinese detective Han who 
are tasked with solving the case. Their 
investigation takes them to the Badlands 
hutong, including Hougou and Chuanban 
Hutong, where a number of Beijing’s 
foreign residents were engaged in opium 
use and prostitution.

In addition to the city’s many expats, 
Beijing’s vast hutong network also 
includes the former residences of the 
man who wrote the Chinese anthem, a 
prominent early 20th-century warlord, 
the wife of the last emperor and many 
more fascinating figures. 

Many of these former residences 
are somewhat unassuming and, in 
some cases, have been demolished 
and transformed into more modern 
residential buildings. Moreover, these 
places are not always found on the 
conventional Beijing tourist trail. 

But then again, perhaps that’s what 
makes them even more intriguing. 
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Tian Han’s former residence can be found in the quiet and fairly 
unassuming Xiguan Hutong, Dongcheng district. A small and worn-
down sign can be seen next to the door at the residence, indicating 
Tian Han once lived there. 

Tian Han was gifted the residence in 1953. He lived there until his 
imprisonment in 1966. Today, the residence is not open to the public. 

Born in 1889 in Hebei province, Li Dazhao played a key role in founding the CPC. 
As a leader of China’s New Culture Movement, he was fiercely opposed to 

China’s traditional feudal rule. During his time as a professor at Peking University, Li 
influenced many students of the anti-imperialist May Fourth Movement. 

In addition to founding the CPC, Li also formed a close relationship with Sun Yat-
sen of the Kuomintang. They formed what would become a united front between the 
two parties in 1924. 

Li was later executed in 1927 on the orders of warlord Zhang Zuolin. The order 
came after tensions following anti-government protests organized by Li.

Unlike many other hutong, Li 
Dazhao’s former residence is very much 
open to the public. Located in Wenhua 
Hutong, Xicheng district, the site is used 
to educate people about the life of Li 
himself. 

Pay a visit and it will immediately be 
clear that the hutong has undergone a 
refurbishment in recent years. 

‘March of the Volunteers’ which would become none other than the 
Chinese national anthem. For his contribution, Tian Han was rewarded 
with a courtyard home in Xiguan Hutong in 1953. 

Unfortunately for Tian Han, he was later deemed not revolutionary 
enough during the cultural revolution. After imprisonment, he passed 
away in 1968. 

Where?
Xiguan Hutong

Who?
Li Dazhao

Where?
Wenhua Hutong
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THE WRITERS

Born in 1911, the author had 
an enviable talent for foreign 
languages. She passed away in 2016 
in a China unrecognizable from the 
one she was born into 105 years 
before. 

Through all the turbulent 
changes to the Chinese nation Yang 
witnessed over the years, one thing remained a constant – her 
passion and exceptional talent for writing and translation. 

Even at 48 years old, she wasn’t beyond acquiring new 
skills; it was at this age Yang started learning Spanish. 
Arguably her greatest achievement was becoming the first 
person to translate the classic Spanish novel Don Quixote 
into Chinese. In 1978, during a visit to China by the Spanish 
royals, the Chinese version of the novel was given as a gift by 
Deng Xiaoping, then Chinese Vice Chairman of the CPC central 
committee. 

At the age of 94, Yang started writing Walking onto the 
Edge of Life (走到人生边上) which won China’s top book award 
in 2007. 

Yang lived in the hutong, located in Dongcheng district, from 1962 until 1969. 
However, her former Beijing residence was apparently not considered valuable enough to be 

preserved in its original state. If you look for it now, you’ll only find some 4-storey blocks of gray 
and yellow apartment buildings. 

Not that you need a hutong to remember the amazing work of Yang Jiang, anyway.

As a literary expert and translator, Liang is credited as the man who 
first introduced Shakespeare to a Chinese audience. 

His talent for writing and foreign languages was evident early on in his 
life. By 1923, he was studying for a master’s degree in literature at Harvard 
University in the US. After returning in 1926, Liang worked as a professor 
at a variety of higher education institutions across China. 

In 1930, Liang started translating the works of Shakespeare at the age 
of 27. His first translation was published in 1936.

It was after his death in Taipei in 1987 that his translations of 
Shakespeare really began to garner attention across China. The Complete 
Works of Shakespeare was published in Chinese by People’s Literary 
Publications in 1994. 

Who?
Yang Jiang

Where?
Dongluojuan Hutong 

Who?
Liang Shiqiu
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The hutong lies beside Beijing Railway Station in Dongcheng district and is a location that has 
come up “again and again” during Paul French’s research. 

Snow and his wife lived in Beijing during the mid to late 1930s; they held legendary Sunday 
afternoon soirees which attracted revolutionaries, sinologists, visiting movie stars and others. 

Today a commemoration to Edgar Snow and Helen Foster-Snow can be seen on the courtyard 
where they used to live next to the Zhong’an hotel.  

The American journalist 
was one of the numerous expat 
residents in the Beijing hutong 
during the first half of the 20th 
century. He lived in Beijing with 
his wife, Helen Foster-Snow, who 
was also a journalist. 

His most well-known publication is that of Red Star 
Over China, an account of the Chinese Communist 
movement from its foundation until the late 1930s. 

Snow was the first western journalist to interview 
CPC leaders, including Mao Zedong.

Liang Shiqiu’s former residence 
lies in Dongcheng district. 

It resembles most of the other 
non-touristy and ungentrified 
hutong. Liang’s former residence at 
no. 39 is indicated only by the small 
metal sign to the right of the door. 

The former residence is not open 
to the public. 

Where?
Neiwubujie Hutong

Who?
Edgar Snow

Where?
Kuijiachang Hutong
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THE WARLORD

Educated at the Baoding Military Academy, Wu Peifu was recognized early on in 
his life as a strong military leader. He joined the Beiyang Army led by general Yuan 
Shikai and quickly rose up the ranks following Yuan’s death in 1916. 

He consolidated power over much of North and Central China, something which 
did not happen without brutality. However, Wu was later defeated by Chiang Kai 
Shek’s Kuomintang forces and forced to flee to Sichuan in 1927.

Wu lived in Beijing during his retirement years from 1932 until his death in 1939. 
The circumstances surrounding his death are something of a mystery. Shortly before 
passing away, he suffered from septicemia, prompting a visit from a German doctor. 
The doctor told Wu to go to the German hospital located in the foreign concession 
area; Wu refused as he would not, out of principle, enter any of the foreign 
concession areas. 

Wu was later treated by a Japanese military doctor. He died shortly after the 
doctor’s visit. Some speculate that the doctor was sent to murder Wu because, years 
earlier, he had refused to serve as the leader of a puppet government in part of 
Japanese-occupied China. But the truth about his death remains unclear. 

Who?
Wu Peifu

Where?
Shijin Huayuan Hutong

Another hutong which 
has avoided both destruction 
and gentrification – Wu 
Peifu’s former residence lies 
in Shijin Huayuan Hutong, 
Dongcheng district nearby a 
boutique hotel and a handful 
of convenience stores. 

The residence is the same 
place where Wu met his 
mysterious death in 1939. 
Unfortunately, it’s another of 
those which is not open to 
the public. 
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THE DIPLOMAT

Born in 1906 during the Qing Dynasty, Wan Rong 
was raised by her father Rong Yuan and stepmother. 
Her biological mother tragically died during childbirth.

Her father Rong Yuan served as a minister of 
domestic affairs in the imperial court, a position which 
helped ensure Wan Rong’s privileged upbringing. 

What was perhaps most surprising about Rong 
Yuan was his somewhat progressive attitude towards 
gender equality. Unlike many during that time, Rong 
Yuan was adamant that his daughter should have the 
same opportunities as her male counterparts. He later 
matched his words with actions when, in 1913, the 
whole family moved to Tianjin and Wan Rong was sent 
to the American Missionary School in the city. 

Wan Rong was later deemed a suitable match for China’s last emperor Puyi. It 
turned out to be a marriage marred by misery, the most distressing part of which 
was the death of her illegitimate child that she had with one of Puyi’s aides. Puyi 
ordered the child to be killed, despite Wan Rong’s pleas. 

It was her opium addiction that would ultimately lead to her death. After being 
captured by Communist forces, she suffered withdrawal symptoms and died in 1946. 

The former British consul and sinologist lived in 
Beijing right up until the end of the city’s colonial era. 

Unfortunately, his time in Beijing was 
overshadowed by the murder of his daughter Pamela on January 8, 1937. 
Her mutilated body was found at the bottom of the Fox Tower nearby 
Kuijiachang Hutong. 

Pamela’s father never gave up in the pursuit of justice. British and 
Chinese detectives worked on the case. However, the murder was later 
forgotten amid the carnage of the Japanese invasion that would ensue. The 
case remains unsolved until this day. 

Wan Rong’s former residence lies 
at no. 37 Mao’er Hutong. The relatively 
mundane-looking courtyard residence is 
contrasted by nearby Shichahai lake and 
Nanluoguxiang Hutong, areas which are 
usually abuzz with tourists. 

On the wall next to the door of the 
residence, you’ll find a sign with a brief 
description of Wan Rong’s life. 

Who?
Wan Rong

Where?
Mao’er Hutong

THE WIFE OF LAST EMPEROR PUYI 

The same hutong in which Edgar Snow and Helen Foster-Snow once 
resided – Edward and Pamela Werner lived at no. 1 before Pamela’s murder 
in 1937. 

Kuijiachang is nearby the Fox Tower – the site of the murder – and also 
nearby the Badlands hutong which was a key part of the police investigation. 

Who?
Edward Werner 

Where?
Kuijiachang Hutong
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When did you know you wanted to be 
a chef? 
Everything started when I was 10 years 
old. I grew up watching my father, a mer-

Brazilian-born Wellington Oliveira 
de Melo began his cooking 
career from a young age, 

watching his chef father and emulating 
accordingly. From there, he joined the 
Latina team in 2004 to share authentic 
flavors with the rest of the world. 

At a Brazilian steakhouse and BBQ 
restaurant, it’s all about the standout 
churrasco – grilled meat that slowly 
rotates on long skewers over an open 
flame to ensure it is uniformly cooked.

The same long skewers are then 
served directly to diners’ plates, 
allowing individuals to choose the best 
piece of meat in a rodizio style (all-you-
can-eat).

It is a tradition that started 
centuries ago in the south of Brazil and 
one that is still going strong all over 
the country and the world today!

We sat down with Wellington, 
who requested we refer to him by his 
first name, to learn more about his 
background and growth while working 
at Latina.

LATINA BRAZILIAN 
STEAKHOUSE

chant chef for the Brazilian navy, cook 
delicious recipes for my family and me. 
When he passed away, I began cooking 
at home to help my mother. 

Where did you learn to cook? 
I took a culinary course at Senac in Rio de 
Janeiro and while on the course, I worked 
in various restaurant kitchens to pay the 
tuition fee and to help my family.

What opportunities has your cooking 
career afforded you that you wouldn’t 
have otherwise?
My career has given me the opportunity 
to showcase Brazilian cuisine and share 
it with the rest of the world. I aim to give 
the most authentic and the best Brazilian 
experience to those I cook for.

How did you get started working for 
Latina? 
My friend worked in a restaurant and a 
pizzeria in Japan with the Tiashi family. 
He thought I would be a good fit, so he 
introduced me and the team invited me 
on board in 2004. I’ve been a part of the 
Latina family ever since. 

What is your vision for Latina and 
how does it fit within the China dining 
scene?
Latina is very welcoming and is commit-
ted to its employees and their personal 
development and growth. Brazilian 
cuisine is still relatively unknown to 

the world, and Latina offers the best 
Brazilian dining experience to a 

growing market in China.

How is Latina different from other 
BBQ restaurants?
Latina is a pioneer in the world of 
South American meat. They first 

introduced Brazilian cuisine to China 
in 1998 when it opened its flagship 

location in Lujiazui.
It offers diners the freshest cuts of 

meat straight to your table and sliced to 
perfection to ensure the best taste and 
freshness.

Latina provides diners with endless 
choices of beef, pork, seafood and a 
full self-service buffet that is filled with 
pastas, vegetables and stunning South 
American desserts. 

What are some challenges you faced in 
creating Brazilian recipes here in China? 
Sourcing ingredients and maintaining the 
best quality is the hardest challenge. We 
visited slaughterhouses to show them 
the exact types of cuts needed for our 
Brazilian-style barbecue. 

How has Latina evolved over the years 
to remain relevant today?
We are always studying new ways to 
incorporate the best Brazilian cuisine 
into the gastronomic scene in Shanghai. 
We also offer a delivery service given the 
current COVID-19 situation. Diners can 
purchase steaks, codfish, sausages and 
more and cook them in the comfort of 
their own home.

What’s coming next for you and Latina? 
The culinary world is diverse and always 
evolving. Brazilian cuisine is going 
through the same process. Latina will 
bring this evolution to our restaurants 
and continue to show our customers the 
best Brazilian cuisine in China.
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Interview by Sophie Steiner

Meet the Napoli Pizza King: 
Mammamia’s Francesco Nevola 

Francesco Nevola’s blood runs red with 
tomato sauce, his skin sprinkled with flour, 
his heart laden with cheese. 

A Napoli native, Francesco is the head pizza chef 
of Shanghai’s Mammamia, and comes from a long 
line of bakers. One so long, in fact, that it dates all 
the way back to the first pizza ever made in the royal 
palace of Capodimonte – a pizza whose crust was 
baked using the flour supplied by Francesco’s great-
great-grandfather. 

 Francesco lives and breathes pizza and fulfills 
that passion by serving up globally-certified 
traditional Neapolitan pizza – a highly regulated 
professional qualification that includes a controlled 
list of ingredients, licensed cooking equipment and 
an accredited chef.

One of the only places you can get it on this side 
of the world is at Mammamia in Shanghai. 

We sat down with this pizza legend to learn 
more about his backstory, his struggles entering the 
Chinese market and his never-ending love for pizza.

Image by Sophie Steiner/That's

Images courtesy of Francesco Nevola
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What is your background, and how did 
you become a chef? 
I come from a long line of bakers. My 
family’s bakery in Napoli stretches back 
five generations to 1874.

It was started by my great-great-
grandfather. I began working in the shop 
when I was 12 years old and didn’t leave 
until I was 17. 

The business dictates that the work 
hours are really tough. You have to work 
very late into the night and open early 
in the morning. I was a student at the 
time, and it became impossible to keep 
up with that kind of schedule, so I left 
the bakery.

I worked quite a few different jobs 
after I stopped working at the bakery 
shop; I delivered milk, I sold potato 
chips, I washed dishes. However, making 
pizzas remained one of my passions. 

It is a known fact that pizza 
originated from Napoli.

To be exact, pizza was born in 
the kitchen of the royal palace of 
Capodimonte, which is located only 100 
meters away from my family’s home.

My great-great-grandfather was the 
flour supplier for the royal family. It is 
highly likely that the first Margherita 
pizza ever was made with the flour he 
supplied.

At the age of 18, I was not sure what 
to do next with my life so I tried to join 
the army. Unfortunately, I was not able 
to pass the vision test. Disappointed, 

an army officer tried to cheer me up by 
saying, “Why not learn to make pizzas 
and travel the world?”

The next day, I asked my friend – 
who was working at a famous pizza 
restaurant at the time – to give me a job. 
I worked there for two years for free just 
to get started and master the skills of 
making authentic Neapolitan pizzas.

In Italian, we have the word 
“gavetta,” meaning that skills can only 
truly be mastered through hard work.

I fell in love with making pizzas so 
much so that, in addition to practicing 
and learning in the kitchen, I read books 
on how to come up with the perfect 
flour mix. I spoke to other pizza chefs 
about recipes. I competed in pizza 
contests in Italy, the UK and Australia to 
fine-tune my skills, and I won!

Pizza became my entire life.

In order to be considered true 
Neapolitan-style pizza, there is a very 
rigorous certification process. Can you 
explain how this affects your cooking 
style? 
Neapolitan pizzas are more than food – 
they represent a lifestyle and a tradition, 
as evidenced by the fact that they are 
recognized as one of the nine foods on 
UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage 
List. 

Neapolitan pizzas are one of the 
cornerstones of the culture and tradition 
of Napoli. Regulated by Associazione 

Verace Pizza Napoletana, there are less 
than 500 restaurants in the world that 
are certified to make true Napoli pizza, 
most of which are in Italy.

I am the only Napoli-certified pizza 
maker in Shanghai making authentic 
Neapolitan pizza.

Contrary to many other kinds of 
pizzas, Neapolitan pizzas are quite 
healthy because all the ingredients are 
so fresh that when people take a bite, 
they can taste the scrumptiousness 
brought to them by the hardworking 
farmers. They are simple yet delicious. 

Everything from the imported 
Neapolitan wood fire pizza ovens made 
with volcanic stones, to the high-quality 
ingredients, to the 24-hour rising 
regimen of the pizza dough, to the 
recipes that have been used in Napoli 
for centuries – I strictly follow and 
honor the method and process behind 
the proud, long-standing history of 
Neapolitan pizzas.

What makes Mammamia pizza 
different than other kinds of pizza? 
Thanks to the vision of Stefano, founder 
and owner of Mammamia, we stand 
by the tradition without giving in to 
the pressure of topping our pizzas 
with ingredients like pineapple, eggs 
or anything that is not traditionally 
Neapolitan. Which, believe me, is quite 
an accomplishment.

Image courtesy of Francesco Nevola
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This is how Mammamia differs from 
all the other pizza restaurants in town.

 The army officer from my past was 
right. As a Neapolitan pizza chef, I can 
find a job anywhere in the world. I was 
working in Sydney when I received a 
call from my dear friend and former 
colleague Carmine D’Arienzo, who is 
the executive chef of Mammamia. He 
asked me to help out at the Mammamia 
Shanghai restaurant, and the rest, as 
they say, is history. 

I arrived in 
China one 

month after I hung up the phone with 
Carmine D’Arienzo. I gave him my word 
that I would find a way to introduce 
Neapolitan pizzas to customers in China.

And indeed, I did, and my customers 
in China ultimately love my pizzas. I 
couldn’t have hoped for a better legacy 
to leave behind after my days in China 
come to an end.

What challenges did you face 
when opening a Napoli-style 

restaurant in Shanghai? 
It is not surprising 

Image by Sophie Steiner/That's Image by Sophie Steiner/That's

that one of the biggest challenges in my 
early days was the language barrier. I 
couldn’t speak any Chinese and my staff 
didn’t understand English or Italian.

It wasn’t easy trying to teach them 
how to make pizzas without verbal 
communication. 

Another challenge was to educate 
customers in China about Neapolitan 
pizzas because they look and taste so 
different from what they are used to; 
I had to print out flyers to help people 
understand the characteristics of 
Neapolitan pizzas.

It only took a few months before 
Chinese customers took a liking to my 
pizzas. Many of them, having visited 
Napoli, were overjoyed to find the same 
taste in Shanghai. 

One of my customers told me that 
my pizza reminded him of his favorite 
Neapolitan pizza shop in Sydney. When 
he showed me the picture of that shop, 
it was me in the photograph making the 
pizza. Small world, isn’t it?

Besides pizza, how would you describe 
the kind of food served at your 
restaurant? 
I like cooking rustic dishes from Napoli. 

Mammamia is more like a trattoria 
than a restaurant, in that it features 
home-style cooking that mirrors 
everyday cooking back in Napoli. No 
fancy plates but the portions are hearty 
and the price doesn’t make you cringe.

Most importantly, it is a taste that 
reminds you of the good times enjoyed 
with family and friends.
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I come from a culture that is open, 
welcoming and sharing, not dissimilar 
to the culture in China. My food is 
affordable because I want everyone to 
be able to enjoy what Napoli can offer.

What is your favorite kind of pizza? 
It’s hard to pick just one favorite kind 
of pizza, but if I had to choose, I’d say 
Margherita (a classic!) and prosciutto e 
rucola. 

If you could give one piece of advice to 
any new chefs in Shanghai, what would 
it be? 
The China restaurant business is tough. 
Believe in and be true to yourself. Follow 
your heart and keep it simple. Talk to 
your customers whenever possible; it’s 
crucial to get feedback. Last but not 
least, don’t get discouraged easily. As 
my mentor once told me, “Follow your 
passion, and good fortune will follow.”

F E A T U R E  |  F O O D
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Nicknamed huozhou or ‘Fire Land’ 
for its excruciating summer heat, 
Turpan is China’s hottest city. 

Surrounded by the Taklamakan desert 
and flanked by the red ‘flaming’ Tianshan 
Mountain Range, Turpan sits 150 meters 
below sea level. Although it may seem 
unlikely, this region is becoming known 
for some excellent wines and is also 
China’s largest grape growing region, 
according to CGTN.

When you start exploring wines 
from the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region, one name quickly rises to the 
surface: Puchang vineyard. According 
to Kevin Yang, a Brand Representative 
for Puchang, the vineyard sees only 16 
to 22 millimeters of annual rainfall and 
sometimes 300 days a year without 
frost. The irrigation, however, is all 
snowmelt from the nearby Tianshan 
Mountains which flows through canals 
to the fields. With 2,000 years of grape 
growing history in Turpan, the ancient 
canal systems are an ingenious method 
of facilitating agriculture in an otherwise 
inhospitable environment. The climate, 
in turn, provides protection from the 
fungal and pestilent antagonists of 
grapes. Without the need for pesticides, 
Puchang has obtained Chinese, EU and 
French organic certifications.

The winery, originally Xinjiang Turpan 
Winery, planted the vines in the early 
1970s. Among a wide variety of grapes 
tested in the region, close relations with 
the Soviet Union led to the planting of 

lesser-known grapes from what is now 
Georgia, Yang tells That’s. Saperavi 
and rkatsiteli are grown alongside 
well-known cabernet sauvignon and 
muscat vines. Beichun, one of the 
award-winning varieties on offer from 
Puchang, is a hybrid grape developed 
in the 1950s to survive harsh Chinese 
winters. It is the lovechild of muscat 
and a wild mountain grape from Jilin, 
the province sharing a border to the 
southeast with North Korea.

Since changing ownership and 
becoming Puchang Winery in 2008, 
the roster of clients and partners has 
come to include prestigious names like 
Joël Robuchon, The Hong Kong Jockey 

Club, BVLGARI and Shangri-La Hotels 
and Resorts.

Not wanting to be corrupted, we 
buy a bottle of 2018 Puchang rkatsiteli 
on JD.com before reaching out to the 
winery to answer questions.

White wine has been paired with 
fish since time immemorial. But 
with the omicron variant’s fingers 
creeping around Guangdong’s neck, 
flying to the far Northwest to go pike 
fishing on Ulunggur lake is out of the 
question. Instead, we grab the bottle 
out of the fridge and stroll over to 
the neighborhood Dongbei joint with 
the freshest oysters to do our tasting. 
We order a plate of the standard 

By Joshua Cawthorpe

Sinoviniculture
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BBQ oysters on the half shell with 
chilies and garlic and another three of 
their signature Japanese-style cheese 
baked oysters. The flavors of garlic and 
chillies are a bit strong for reviewing an 
unbeknownst white wine, but we aren’t 
in the mood to make special requests 
over the cacophony of dice and yelling.

Thankfully they bring an actual 
wine glass and not a tumbler or a baijiu 
snifter. Completely unfamiliar with 
rkatsiteli, we pour the first glass and 
give it a sniff. It’s boozy and clean on 
the nose, but has no sign of flowers or 
fruit. This can be good news or bad, 
depending on what the wine is packing 
down below.

Like an Ikea scented candle, the 
familiarity of fruitiness can sometimes 
be interpreted by the mind as 
sweetness. A dry white wine with a 
strong fragrance of apple or peach 
can be a very approachable wine for 
someone hesitant to trade in their vodka 
slimes and surrender to their early 
thirties. Rkatsiteli, however, is not a 
beginner’s white wine.

We taste it before the food arrives 
and, to our delight, the terroir shines. 
Terroir is a French word used to 
describe the soil and climate of a wine 
region which provides an unreplicable 
flavor. The Taklamakan desert is a 
slightly alkaline mixture of red clay, sand 
and mineral-rich gravel which gives the 
rkatsiteli a striking minerality. It tastes 
the way that the back of a waterfall 
smells — like rocks being pulverized 
by the elements. It’s a perfect wine to 
compliment the stoney zinc flavor of 
filter-feeding bivalve mollusks and has 
a prominent acidity to wash the garlic 
from our gums.

Overall, it’s an excellent bottle with 
high acidity and all the complexity we 
want from good wine. It’s boozy but 
refreshing, like soju. It’s crisp but not 
fruity, like an underripe wax apple. It has 
the trace minerals of a mountain stream 
and it warms the gullet like a flask of 
Finnish vodka sipped swinging on a 
chairlift. This wine is probably good for 
your health.

F E A T U R E  |  F O O D
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CLASS CLOWN

ECO HOME

The Tangkou Community Project
On March 21, Cambridge Engineer Peter Stuckey gave his latest in a series of talks 
about the sustainable farming practices at Tangkou Community Project in Kaiping, 
Guangdong. Having worked on major water engineering projects in Britain, the 
Nile Delta and Malaysia, Stuckey has long been captivated by the waterlogged rice 
paddies of southern China and the ingenuity of design in their irrigation. Tangkou 
Community Project is not only home to the wonderful Tangkou Village Inn but also 
serves to rejuvenate the small farming community that is frequented by tourists. 
Tangkou sits in the heart of diaolou country, Guangdong’s UNESCO architectural 
wonderland. Tangkou Community Project employs a number of local residents 
who otherwise would have been forced to move away from their families in search 
of work. The fields produce rice and a wide array of food that, in addition to being 
picked, prepared and served fresh 
daily in the Village Inn restaurant, 
also sustains the neighboring 
households who help tend the 
fields. In his masterclass, Stuckey 
discusses what makes Tangkou 
special and outlines the nearly 
50 individual tasks required to 
germinate, plant, transplant and 
tend to rice paddies.

Laundry Life Hack
As many parts of China feel the warm embrace of spring, we 
have also reached that time of year when it rains regularly 
and isn’t particularly hot. Albeit the most comfortable time 
of the year to be outside or inside, there is one subtle but 
soul crushing downside — smelly towels. In fact, depending 
on the humidity of your locale, all your clothes might be 
subject to this foul affliction. Clothes that are put away before 
completely dry or towels that simply absorb the humidity 
while attempting to dry can develop a sour and unpleasant 
aroma. This is the result of bacteria festering among the 
fibres. However, we have an easy fix: white vinegar. Pick up 
a bottle of vinegar for less than RMB5 at your neighborhood 
grocer and add a couple ounces to your washing machine 
when you start it. The vinegar will kill the bacteria and wash 
out without leaving an acrid smell in its wake (as long as you 
buy white vinegar and not some salty barrel-aged elixir).

READING CORNER

Book recommendations from That’s 
editorial team.

Just Try One Bite
Actor Matthew McConaughey posted a 
video to his social media on March 24 
congratulating his wife on publishing 
her book titled Just Try One Bite. Camila 
Alves McConaughey’s book flips the script 
on pleading with children to eat their 
vegetables. Instead, it paints a picture 
where the parents 
need to put down 
the beers and BBQ. 
The book aims to 
teach personal 
responsibility to 
children and their 
parents when it 
comes to healthy 
choices. 

Jacob Two-Two and 
the Dinosaur
Esteemed Canadian novelist Mordecai 
Richler published the first book of the 
series, Jacob Two-Two Meets the Hooded 
Fang, in 1975. However, our favorite is the 
second instalment where Two-Two’s par-
ents bring home a small green lizard from 
Kenya which grows up into a dinosaur. In 
addition to the obvious chaos one expects 
to ensue, Richler 
adds a youthful 
whimsy and 
sharp humor to 
everything his pen 
touches. In total, 
the Jacob Two-Two 
series consists 
of four books 
published over a 
34-year period.
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FA M I LY  

How did Lakshmi Designs come about?
I’ve been an arts and crafts person forever 
and I’ve been selling the things I make 
since I was young – from jewelry designs 
and customized notebooks to hand-paint-
ed canvases – all branded with random 
names (Ruby’s Rubies, Ruby’s Crafts, etc).

I’ve sort of focused myself on card 
design now and landed on Lakshmi 
Designs; it’s my middle name and I think it 
sounds cool.

What inspires your card designs?
I’m inspired by Japanese Kawaii-style 
drawings and colors (usually pastel). I also 
take a bit of inspiration from the countries 
I’ve lived in and strong diverse women.

How do you come up with the puns?
I get inspiration from all over the place! 
Some from funny street signs or t-shirts 
(especially when you WeChat translate 
them), Christmas crackers and cringey 
stuff my mom and her friends say when 
they are having a chinwag.

Born in London, 13-year-old 
Ruby Lakshmi has been an 
expat kid for most of her 

life, having lived in Osaka, Japan, 
Alexandria, Egypt and Penang, 
Malaysia. She arrived in Shanghai 
four years ago and is the teenage 
creative force behind greeting 
card company Lakshmi Designs. 
We caught up with this teenage 
entrepreneur to find out more.

RUBY 
LAKSHMI
Teenage Greeting 
Card Entrepreneur
Interview by Ned Kelly

What is your favorite card you have de-
signed?
That’s a hard one – I love all my cards. 
‘You’re One Fine-Apple’ (with the picture 
of a pineapple), mainly because it’s a good 
affirmation card for yourself as well as 
to the one you love. I also like the ‘Yes 
Girl Yes’ card we did for International 
Women’s Day for the same reasons.

When did you first decide to turn your 
designs into a business?
I started selling my hand-painted designs 
when I was around nine years old and 
living in Penang, Malaysia; my school 
friend and I had a stall at George Town’s 
famous Hin Bus Depot market, and I 
really enjoyed it.

When I moved to Shanghai, I 
continued to make my cards for fun, 

but my mom struggled to find greeting 
cards here so asked me to make some 
for her friends. They liked the cards, so I 
started to do a few more and they proved 
popular. I eventually upgraded to an iPad 
and began designing my cards digitally. 

My Year 5 teacher encouraged me 
to sell them at the school bazaar one 
Christmas, and it went really well, so I 
continued from there. Then, when we 
were all at home during the COVID-19 
lockdown, I used my time to practice 
different techniques and develop my 
design style.

How is business going? Are you filthy 
rich?
I wish I was filthy rich! I’ve recently had a 
lot of homework and my math teacher 
is killing me, so I’ve been trying to juggle 
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What special days of the year do you 
make cards for?
I make cards for birthdays, Christmas, 
Easter, Diwali, thank you cards and my 
favorite – Valentine’s Day.

Do you make customized cards on re-
quest?
Yes I do! I need about a week’s notice and 
some details about what you’d like the 
card for and I’m good to go.

Any more businesses lined up?
I’m a bit obsessed with baking, so I’d like 
to make custom cakes for birthdays and 
other events. And I’ve started working on 
some cute wrapping paper designs which 
I hope to put out soon.

Lakshmi Designs deliver across China. Add 

Ruby’s mom Mala to be added to the Lakshmi 

Designs WeChat group and keep up-to-date on all 
Ruby’s latest designs and how to buy them.

it all, but business is going well and I 
make enough pocket money to cover 
my Taobao spending and Bubble Tea 
addiction.

We hear you also donate money to 
charity?
My mom has always taught me that not 
everyone has access to things that I can 
sometimes take for granted and to recog-
nize how fortunate I am. She encourages 
me to make sure I help others where I 
can.

I found out about both the charities 
I’ve donated to from my time in Shanghai 
Girl Scouts. We raised money for EGRC 
and Lifeline, both of which are really 
worthwhile causes.

If you’re educated, you have many 
more options to better your life. I’ve been 
really lucky to attend great international 
schools, but not everyone is so fortunate.
I also know how stressful it can be as 
a teenager and just life in general. So 
charities like Lifeline do a great job when 
you feel overwhelmed and need to talk.

What do your friends think about you 
having your own business?
Sshhh… they don’t all know. Although 
they will now I guess! Ta-dah!
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LISTINGS
Beijing Kerry Residence   Whether you’re 
a single business executive or a busy family, 
Beijing Kerry’s fully- furnished 1, 2 and 
3-bedroom apartments will feel just like 
home. As well as enjoying all the comforts 
of modern living – including a well-equipped 
kitchen, entertainment systems, high-speed 
broadband and much more – residents are 
just moments away from the Kerry Cen-
ter’s shopping mall and sports facilities. 
The rest of the CBD is on your doorstep too. 
>1 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 朝 阳 区 光 华 路 1 号 
(8535 6888, www.beijingkerryresidence. com) 

GTC RESIDENCE BEIJING   One of the top 
residences in Beijing, GTC Residence is lo-
cated beside the third ring road with 5 min-
utes’ walk to subway line 5 , 10 minutes’ 
drive to Hou Hai . It is also within reach of 
CBD, embassy area, Financial Street and 
other urban commercial, shopping and 
recreation areas. Fully equipped apartments 
with impeccable quality offer you a cozy 
living system and will meet all of your re-
quirements in terms of room decoration, 
furniture, electric appliances and more.
A unique sky garden with a practice golf 
course and barbecue area is another symbol 
of GTC Residence. 
> sales@gtcresidence.com, website: www. 
gtcresidence.com Tel:56756666 

Oak Chateau Beijing  Oak Chateau Beijing 
has 236 stylish and contemporary fully ser-
viced apartments from studio, one-bed-
room, two-bedroom, three-bedroom and 
four bedroom suites available, measuring 

BEIJING

Beijing Lianbao > Unite 1C, Building 7, Xingfu Yicun 
Xili, Chaoyang District 朝阳区幸福一村西里7号楼1C 
(6415 8001, 138 1093 6118, hanxingyue1127@126.
com) 

64 to 260 square meters. There is a 24-hour 
guest reception and housekeeping is offered 
twice a week. 
Nestled within the landscaped gardens of 
the Ocean Express commercial and residen-
tial complex, Oak Chateau Beijing
is very close to the Third Embassy Area
and shopping and dinning services at the 
Beijing Lufthansa Center. There are only 19 
kilometers to the Beijing Capital Airport.
> 北京市朝阳区东三环霞光里 66 号远洋新干线 D 座 
邮编 100027 
Block D, Ocean Express, 66 Xiaguang Li, Third East 
Ring Road, Chaoyang District, Beijing 100027, P.R.C
Tel: (86-10) 84465888 Fax: (86-10) 84465999 Email 
oak.chateau@oakchateau.com Website: www.
oakchateau.com 

Oakwood Residence Damei Beijing
Enjoy expansive city views from floor-to 
-ceiling windows with units situated from 
level 23 to 35 in the building complex.
Oakwood Residence Damei Beijing has 171 
stylish and contemporary serviced residenc-
es ranging from studios to three-bedroom 
apartments. It is 20 minutes’ drive from 
Beijing International Airport and within 
walking distance to subway line 6 and Ch-
aoyang Station.
> Building No.1 Damei Center, 7 Qingnian Road, 
Chaoyang District Beijing
Tel: 86-10 8585 2211 (8:30am-5:30pm) 
86-10 8585 2888 (5:30pm-8:30am) Fax: (86-10) 
8585 2666
website Oakwood.com/Residence-Damei-Beijing

HOTEL NEWS 
CHANGSHA

Stunning Views from Niccolo Suites
Discover stunning views at Niccolo Hotels around China. This month we 
showcase the Explorer Suite at the Niccolo Changsha. Perched on the 87th 
floor of the Changsha IFS, the suite gazes down upon the mighty Xiang River 
and Yuelu Mountain. With separate living spaces and an oversize bathtub, 
this space can be yours for RMB2,615 per night (plus a 10% service charge).

Four Seasons 
Guangzhou Welcomes 
New GM
David Macklin has 
joined the Four Seasons 
Guangzhou team as the 
new General Manager. 
With a prestigious career 
spanning the globe from 
Tokyo to Washington, 
Macklin believes that the 
interactions between staff 
and customers are what 
set apart luxury hotels 
and make memorable 
experiences out of each 
stay. He intends to 
immerse himself into the 
nuance and culture of his 
new posting, as he has 
with previous ventures.

GUANGZHOU
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Peter Lai Brings Coastal Guangdong to YUE Restaurant
Sheraton Beijing Lize Hotel proudly welcomes Peter Lai to the role of head 
Chef at YUE restaurant. Lai intends to bring his signature Chaozhou and 
Cantonese cuisines to the elevated experience of YUE. Be sure to come 
and try braised sea cucumber, red grouper in lobster soup and charcoal 
roasted Chaozhou-style conch. The marriage of classic flavors with elegant 
execution are waiting for you at YUE.

Shangri-La Jiangnan Wok Presents New Spring Dishes
Shangri-La Jiangnan Wok, the Chinese restaurant of Shangri-La Qiantan, 
Shanghai, presents a spring menu rooted in the culture and craftsmanship 
of traditional Huaiyang cuisine. Chef Zhu Guangpan draws inspiration from 
fresh seasonal ingredients to craft new dishes with an innovative twist 
and create an authentic culinary journey for the guests. The signature 
dishes of the Shangri-La Jiangnan Wok spring menu include stewed yellow 
croaker and clam with sake, shepherd’s purse and shrimp dumplings and 
ribbonfish and leek wonton soup. Guests can also choose the seven-course 
spring lunch set menu for two at a price of RMB498. For reservations and 
enquiries, please call +86 21 2065 9429.

Studycation at the Mandarin Oriental Pudong, Shanghai
Want some peaceful time to unwind, especially when your children are 
having their online lessons at home? Book a distraction-free space and 
make your kids’ online schooling feel carefree and fun at the Mandarin 
Oriental Pudong, Shanghai. Valid until 30 April 2022, the package is priced 
at CNY5,900 and offers a range of tailormade services with a four-night 
stay in a Deluxe River View Suite (with early check-in at 8am on Monday 
and late check-out at 6pm on Friday). Three meals per day will be delivered 
to the room for hardworking students. One-day advance reservation is 
required. For more information and inquiries, please contact the hotel at 
mopud-reservations@mohg.com or call +86 (21) 2082 9908.

InterContinental Beijing Sanlitun Hosts Cross Culture 
Collaboration
The InterContinental Beijing Sanlitun is excited to host a pop-up restaurant 
experience that blends 5000 years of Chinese culture with trendy western 
postmodernism. The dreamy art space titillates all the senses with delicate 
porcelain, red lanterns, a DJ and colourful dim sum. The restaurant offers a 
dining experience with modern renditions of classical elements of Chinese 
culture in an exciting and posh affair.

BEIJINGSHANGHAI
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SCHOOL NEWS
SHANGHAI

BISS Puxi World Book Week
On Thursday, March 3, students came to school dressed as characters from 
their favorite books, or wore an outfit based on a favorite book. There 
were some fantastic costumes and the staff joined in too! World Book Day 
celebrates the joy of reading, and it was wonderful to see so many of the 
children taking part and wearing their imaginative character costumes. Our 
Early Years teachers led our younger students out for a special parade on the 
playground. There were pirates, wizards and fairytale creatures, and even the 
Gruffalo emerged from the deep dark woods. Well done to all the students 
and happy reading!

Dulwich Pudong HakD 2022 Game Begins
HakD is a student-led technology conference where students are given a 
weekend to use technology to engage with a real word problem. This year 
over a hundred students participated under the theme: Game On! Each of the 
real-world problems revolved around gaming. The conference was organized 
by Dulwich student Tech Ambassadors. As usual, the projects were amazing. 
Students built robots, did 3D printing, used the Unity game engine, coded 
original software, hacked Minecraft and much more.

YCIS Celebrates Sporting Victories
YCIS has enjoyed big wins on the football field, basketball and volleyball 
courts, in the swimming pool and in athletics. At YCIS Shanghai, physical 
education has always been a vital part of school life, not only for students to 
exercise during competitions, recess, CCAs, and Physical Education classes, 
but also to develop their interpersonal skills. They are ecstatic to see the 
enthusiasm and positivity shown by their students and hope that it inspires 
more students to take up sports.

Wellington College 
Shanghai Hosted its 
Annual University 
Fair
Wellington College 
International Shanghai 
hosted its annual 
University Fair. This was 
an opportunity for its 
Senior School students 
to learn what higher 
education opportunities 
are available to them 
and gain insight from admissions officers from some of the world’s most 
celebrated universities. Not to be deterred by the travel restrictions related 
to the ongoing pandemic, this was the second year that Wellington 
conducted its University Fair virtually, leveraging digital technology to 
connect pupils with universities.

SCIS Golfer in Podium Finish
A Shanghai Community International School (SCIS) Grade Seven student is 
leading the way for future Dragon golfers. Markus represented SCIS Dragons 
and finished on the podium in the Jia Nian Hua Junior Golf Championship 
Shanghai Regional Final. His passion for golf was developed at SCIS and now 
he shares it with his classmates in the hope of expanding the SCIS golf team.

Dulwich Puxi 
Celebrates Festival 
of Stories in Style
Earlier this month, 
Dulwich College 
Shanghai Puxi 
celebrated its annual 
Book Week, the 
Festival of Stories. The 
theme of this year’s 
Festival of Stories was 
‘What Makes a Hero?’ 
and centered around 
exploring justice 
through literature. 
Through a week-long series of exciting events and activities, their collective 
love of books, stories and literature was on full display.
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SCHOOL NEWS GUANGZHOU ZHUHAI

FOSHAN

100% University Acceptance Rate at NAS Foshan
This year NAS Foshan will have the first cohort of high school graduates. 
All graduates have received offers and are accepted by universities around 
the world. One of the students received a RMB300,000 scholarship from 
Fordham University in the US. NAS Foshan will have a school open day on 
April 16. Come to the open day and explore how NAS Foshan helps students 
enrol in top universities.

AISG’s Renovated Main Academic Wing
AISG’s Science Park campus for its Secondary students (grades 6-12) has 
completed another monumental milestone in its vision for a world-class 
learning environment with its renovated main academic wing. Covering an 
area of 13,979 square meters, the total learning space increased by 30% and 
is intentionally designed with the future of learning in mind. Enhancements 
include a centralized learning atrium, 56 flexible learning classrooms, two 
innovation labs, a media center and significant open seating for both inde-
pendent study and collaboration. Its dynamic learning environment enables 
students to be future-ready while it evolves with the pedagogical changes 
that lie ahead. Find out more at https://www.aisgz.org/news.

Literacy and the Great Outdoors!  
The Zhuhai International School is 
blessed with a beautiful campus. 
Located a few hundred meters away 
from a beautiful beach and surround-
ed by natural forest, it makes for a 
stunning view. Multiple studies have 
shown that learning outside positively 
impacts student academics, personal 
development, behavior management, 
retention of information and overall 
enjoyment of learning. Our teachers 
often use our Banyan Tree for quiet or 
group readings (especially when the 
weather is nice). Recently, our Year 1 
students went outdoors and used the 
natural surroundings to write simple 
sentences using different materials to 
explore the writing process. This use 
of nature combined with our Units of 
Inquiry for the PYP creates a deeper 
understanding of the natural world 
around them while developing literacy skills that will help them in life. 

Students Embark 
on a Unique 
Adventure
As part of the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s 
International Award 
(DofE), 18 Dulwich 
Zhuhai students took 
part in a five-day 
field trip, including 
a 2-day practice 
trip and a 3-day 
qualifying journey. 
Practice makes 
perfect. Erecting 
tents, preparing 
their own meals, 
studying the map and collectively planning the route for the next day.These 
activities help them develop teamwork, resilience, flexibility, leadership, 
communications, confidence and problem-solving skills. The DHZH team 
have successfully walked with heavy rucksacks for around 44.7 kilometres 
with an elevation gain of around 2 kilometres.

Blood Donation Programme
Year 4 and 5 created a lot of great designs for our BIS Lions images and 
turned them into stickers and magnetic bookmarks. BIS also cooperated with 
IHCU Hospital and provided the supplies to sponsor their blood donation 
program, so that all blood donors will receive stickers for encouragement 
and reward. Thank you to all the students who have contributed in this 
meaningful program.

ISA Scholarships Bring 
Young Talents to 
Learning Arena
ISA Science City 
International School is de-
lighted to announce the 
launch of the Scholarship 
Programme for the 2022-
23 academic year. As a 
highly aspirational school 
focused upon individual 
student success, ISASC is 
committed to recognizing 
and rewarding student 
excellence. Through the scholarship programme, the school aims to reach 
out to students with strong internal drive and ambition, and to offer an 
‘arena’ for potential talents to showcase their abilities and challenge 
themselves.



APRIL

Horoscopes
Finally, a horoscope that understands your life in China.

By Joshua Cawthorpe

That’s 

Cancer
6.22~7.22

You’ve had a l i fet ime of 
adventure and experience. 
However, be compassionate 
that  a l i t t le  healthy r isk 
aversion is an asset and 
n o t  e v e r y o n e  c a n  d r o p 
everything and uproot their 
life on a whim.

Gemini
5.22~6.21

Quit being so melodramatic. 
If it’s attention you want then 
remember that positivity is 
attractive and complaining 
pushes people away. Your 
peers might be doting on 
you today but they might 
g ive  you some d is tance 
tomorrow.

Taurus
4.21~5.21

Mercury is in your bullpen as 
of April 10 so stay grounded. 
At the end of the month 
there will be a partial solar 
e c l i p s e  i n  T a u r u s  a n d , 
although not visible in China, 
you can expect some new 
beginnings.

You’re romantic interest is 
ready to take things to the 
next level, and you might 
be too. That doesn’t mean 
their conservative parents 
are though, so maybe get a 
haircut to compensate for 
your elementary Chinese.

Leo
7.23~8.23

Aries
3.21~4.20

Expect a rollercoaster of 
emotions in the month of 
April. Try not to butt heads 
despite it being the nature 
of the ram. Keep your horns 
twisted back when dealing 
with the ornery stepmother 
or midlevel manager in your 
life.

If you feel like things aren’t 
going your way this month, 
remember that Yang Mi is 
a Virgo too. You know, the 
actress, singer, producer and 
all around public icon that 
you see on billboards and el-
evator commercials. It’s in 
your stars, so chin up.

Virgo
8.24~9.23

Give your folks a few extra 
phone calls this month just 
to let them know they are on 
your mind. It has been a long 
time since anyone traveled 
home and, although they 
won’t say it, they are hoping 
you come home soon.

Libra
9.24~10.23

The world is extra attracted 
to you this month. If you feel 
like everyone is gazing at you 
then enjoy it while it lasts. 
Everyone gets their fifteen 
minutes.

Scorpio
10.24~11.22

Pisces
2.20~3.20

F inanc ia l  oppor tun i t ies 
are coming your way. But 
be wary nonetheless and 
don’t blow your savings on 
NFTs just for FOMO (fear of 
missing out). Unqualified 
speculators say 99% of them 
will someday be worthless.

Aquarius
1.21~2.19

A q u a r i a n s  n e e d  t o  f e e l 
freedom for their health and 
sanity. Take a weekend jaunt 
out into the countryside and 
get some fresh air. Don’t 
let your fish bowl get too 
comfortable.

Capricorn
12.22~1.20

S p e a k  y o u r  m i n d  m o r e 
often and your relationships 
will improve. Being overly 
agreeable will steer you away 
from your own personal 
g o a l s  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f 
pleasing others.

Nurture your curiosity in 
April. Watch documentaries 
or take a pottery class. There 
is more to this life than just 
work, sleep and Saizeriya.

Sagittarius
11.23~12.21
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Urbanatomy Media is excited to 
share the highly anticipated fourth 
edition of our Explore China 
travel guide. The latest edition 
of Explore China offers detailed 
information on historical sites, 
scenic spots, local delicacies, 
activities, transport information 
and places to stay.

The beautiful 185-page book contains:
• Historical and geographical facts and points of significance
• Where to stay, eat and drink, with must-try dishes and local delicacies
• Transportation information, airports, railway and road connections
• A shopping guide with tips and local products worth looking out for
• UNESCO World Heritage Sites and sacred mountains
• Informative features to help you understand China
• Fun day trips and destinations to visit from major cities
• China’s ethnic minorities and their culture
• Chinese characters and pinyin to facilitate travel and communication
• Must-have apps, and how to set up a phone and digital payment 
system

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE 
TRAVEL GUIDE: BUY 
'EXPLORE CHINA' NOW

Scan the QR code to buy.
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