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JANUARY 2020Editor’s Note
With both our Guangzhou and Shenzhen editions of the That’s x 1664 Food & Drink Awards now firmly in the 

rearview mirror, I am excited to present to you the big winners in this month’s cover story (pages 34-43). I’m also 

thrilled to announce that our comprehensive F&B guide to Guangzhou and Shenzhen, The Golden Forks: A Greater 

Bay Area Dining Guide 2019-2020, is now officially on sale. The production of the aforementioned book was a huge 

undertaking, and I’d like to express my heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed.

In our City section, Shanghai’s editor-in-chief, Mr. Ned Kelly, interviews a popular travel photographer (pages 

10-13), and in our Lifestyle section, Cristina Ng introduces some of the hottest travel spots in Vietnam.

Just in time for the week-long Spring Festival holiday, we have also rounded up a couple fantastic vacation 

packages. So, if you haven’t made travel plans yet for Chinese New Year, trust that we have you covered! 

Now, to address the elephant in the room: You may have noticed on our cover that we have dropped the ‘PRD’ 

moniker from our official title and have adopted GBA. If you’re not aware, GBA is an acronym for the Greater Bay 

Area (Google it, if you’re unfamiliar); we believe the term is more reflective of our regional coverage and, well, 

catchier. We hope you’re happy with the change and we’re excited that you are joining us on this new journey as 

That’s GBA.

I’ll wrap this up by wishing everyone a safe and joyous Spring Festival. And, from the whole That’s squad, we 

hope you have a prosperous Year of the Rat!

Xinnian kuaile!

Matthew Bossons
 Editor-in-Chief 

Hourly updates on news, 
current affairs and general 
weirdness from around the 

Greater Bay Area and China.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

facebook.com/ThatsGuangzhou 

twitter.com/ThatsGuangzhou

youtube.com/thatsonline

#THATSGUANGZHOU



AD

AD

W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 0  |  G Z  |  5



TH
E W

RA
P

8 CITY
9 TO INFINITY AND BEYOND 
China starts search for habitable planets 
outside solar system.

12 ENGLISH TEACHER TO INSTAGRAM STAR
The year in China that changed Jord 
Hammond’s life. 

16 LIFE & STYLE
17 JOCELYN RICHARDS 
Founder of Juicy Mandarin.

22 A BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO VIETNAM 
The land of the ascending dragons ticks all the 
travel boxes.

26 ARTS
30 SOUNDING OFF
New Chinese labels to get hyped about in 
2020.

33 CHINA MUSIC CORNER
Three new homegrown albums on our radar 
this month.

44 EAT & DRINK
45 JIAOZI-ING AROUND 
Four shops to grab dope dumplings in Guangzhou.

50 HELLAS DELI 
Food fit for a Spartan.

6  |  G Z  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 0  |  W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M



34 COVER 
STORY
FOOD WARS 
Here’s who got top honors 
at the That’s x 1664 Food & 
Drink Awards 2019. 

JAN 14
Of Monsters and Men  

JAN 10-19
19th Macao City Fringe Festival  

HK

MO

54 EVENTS54 EVENTS

GZ

GZ

JAN 4-5
Akiko Suwanai  

JAN 9-12
Blue Man Group  

W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 0  |  G Z  |  7



CITY
Jord Hammond
Travel Photographer, p12

Fab Finish
P10

Chinese Slang
P11

8   |  G Z  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 0  |  W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M



W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 0  |  G Z  |  9

TALES OF THE CITY

TO INFINITY AND BEYOND
 China Starts Search for Habitable Planets Outside Solar System
  By Matthew Bossons

In an announcement that sounds much like 
the plot of a science fiction film (here’s 
looking at you, Interstellar), China’s 

leading space exploration conglomerate 
has confirmed that they are planning to 
launch a spacecraft to hunt for habitable 
worlds outside of the solar system. China 
Aerospace Science and Technology Corp 
General Manager Yuan Jie told 500 students 
at Beijing’s Beihang University that China 
plans to start hunting for potentially habit-
able exoplanets by the end of the next decade. 
(Exoplanets, for the unaware, are planets 
located outside of our solar system.)

Yuan stated that the revolutionary space 
program has been dubbed ‘Miyin,’ or ‘Voice 
Searching’ in English, and is considered 
amongst the State-backed company’s key 

projects. The scientific mission (or perhaps, 
missions – details are still scarce) is expected 
to blast off sometime around 2030.

Yuan stated that the Miyin program aims 
to launch a spacecraft armed with telescopes 
and other high-tech devices capable of help-
ing researchers locate exoplanets in our  
cosmic neighborhood and assess their habit-
ability. The project also intends to survey 
planets within the solar system and analyze 
water distribution on them.

It marks the first time that a high-ranking 
authority from China’s space industry has  
divulged information related to the nation’s 
attempt to find an exoplanet that could 
be suitable for human habitation. China 
Aerospace Science and Technology Corp is 
the PRC’s top contractor for space explora-

tion, heading up the Shenzhou manned 
missions and the Chang’e-4 lunar program, 
among others.

Chang’e-4’s rover – Yutu-2 – enjoyed a 
successful landing on the far side of the moon 
last year. While other space exploration  
vehicles have previously photographed the 
far side of the lunar surface, Yutu-2 is the first 
probe to land there. The craft’s mission is to 
collect meticulous measurements of the min-
eral composition and topography and shed 
light on how and when the moon was formed.

Will Miyin be able to locate our very own 
Pandora? That’s anyone’s guess. But after the 
success of the Chang’e-4 lunar mission, we’re 
confident China’s space institutes have as 
good of chance as anyone.



QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“Why can’t we face the reality that women 
do want rich men?”

DON’T YOU KNOW WHO I AM?
RANDOM NUMBER

251
… is the number of days former 
Huawei employee Li Hongyuan was 
unjustly detained for charges of 
extortion and blackmailing the com-
pany over severance pay. A 12-year 
veteran at the Shenzhen-based tech 
giant, Li had been asked to resign 
from Huawei after accusing his de-
partment of inflating their sales fig-
ures (surprise, surprise). Li was ar-
rested in January, and released from 
custody in August after a recording 
of negotiations with the company 
discussing severance pay came to 
light. Li took home RMB100,000 in 
compensation following the incident, 
which likely served him well while 
job hunting.

Fabio Cannavaro
The head coach of Guangzhou 
Evergrande had a roller coaster of 
a season, with his team ultimately 
winning the Chinese Super League. 
It wasn’t all smooth sailing for the 
Italian coach and former player; 
he was made to attend corporate 
culture classes at Evergrande 
headquarters in October, follow-
ing a rough stretch for the team. 
Whatever went on in those les-
sons seemed to have paid off, with 
Cannavaro leading Evergrande to 
their eighth title in nine years. 

So said one Weibo user after sexist content from a health manual for primary 
students in Shenzhen was leaked online. One section of the manual listed 
supposedly universal laws of attraction between the sexes, such as the fact 
that men are not interested in “strong feminists” and “money worshippers.” 
Additionally, the manual said that women like guys who are “rich” and have 
a “manly charm.” Yikes. The program has since been called off and the local 
government has recalled the materials.

THE BUZZ
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zhuxin / zhūxīn / 诛心 verb. the act of para-
noid people reading too much into things; not 
taking statements at face value but trying to 
guess the motive behind them

It is said that 90% of interpersonal com-
munication is non-verbal. We say things, 
but what we mean is hidden between the 

lines. When your boyfriend says, “I’m think-
ing about buying some running shoes,” he re-
ally means, “I’m willing to work out so you’ll 
still be attracted to me.”  

While it can be frustrating to encounter 
those who only hear what we say and not 
what we mean, it is equally frustrating to deal 
with those who read too much into things. 
Sometimes, when you make an offhand com-
ment or are just thinking out loud, a certain 
type of person assumes that you mean things 
you don’t, or goes hunting for the ‘hidden 
motives’ of your casual remarks. For example, 
just because you’re giggling at a shaggy pup-
py on the street doesn’t mean you condemn 
its owner for not doing a better job at taking 
care of its coat.

Literally meaning “to punish the heart,” 
zhuxin is the act of going after the ‘hidden 
agenda’ (the heart) behind every statement. 

Beijing Ducks are doing well this season.

I’m just saying they are doing pretty decent 
this year.

Which team are you looking to benefit by 
saying this?!

I can’t talk to you if you zhuxin like this.

You are not a Ducks fan. Why are you 
saying that?

Unfortunately, this happens a lot on the inter-
net, since all tones and context of messages 
tend to get lost in the comment section.

Welcome to the chaotic world of internet 
debate, where you do your best to put your 
message in plain text while the paranoid 
Weibo users are only focused on the subtext, 
and where anyone who disagrees with you 
must be in on some nefarious plot. You don’t 
like my idol? It can’t be that you just don’t like 
EDM music. It must be that you are planning 
an evil plot to have your idol achieve world 
domination! Basically, once someone starts 
to zhuxin, the comment section is shot, since 
it’s suddenly filled with users accusing each 
other of crazy plots.

There’s been much discussion into how 
to fix this. Some have suggested that one day 
we’ll all be leaving comments with voice or 
video messages, which will restore tone and 
context. And as far as I am concerned, that 
day cannot come soon enough. Mia Li

CHINESE URBAN DICTIONARY

Spring Festival is coming up at the end of the month. 
How will you be spending the long holiday? 

Grace, 33
“To be honest, I’m getting 
tired of Chinese New Year 
– or maybe it’s just because 
my family reunion always 
begins and ends with ‘Get 
married!’ What’s more, my 
classmates from primary 
school are always busy with 
their children, so it’s not 
like I can meet them to get 
away from the marriage 
issue. In their opinion, it 
would be irresponsible for 
you not to be married, and 
if you don’t get married soon, the only company you’ll end up 
keeping is cats and dogs. I’m the only child of my parents, so it’s 
impossible for me not to go back to my hometown at Chinese 
New Year, though I’d actually prefer to do some traveling dur-
ing the long holiday. Aren’t the holidays supposed to be joyful 
and peaceful?” 

Rosie, 25
“My parents live in 
Shenzhen, so we usually 
spend Chinese New Year 
there, and then travel to 
Hong Kong as a tradition – 
only this year Macao was 
the preferred destination. 
Anyway, this time we are 
all going back to see my 
grandmother who lives in 
Henan province, because 
of something big that hap-
pened with the family 
earlier this year. Actually, 
when it comes to Chinese 
New Year, I think there is nothing special about it, and many 
celebrating rites have disappeared: street performances, for 
example. Traveling, cooking, shopping, cleaning – all of that can 
really make people tired. I think the only ones looking forward 
to Chinese New Year are children.”

STREET TALK
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ENGLISH TEACHER TO 
INSTAGRAM STAR
The Year in China That Changed Jord Hammond’s Life
By Ned Kelly

Travel photographer Jord Hammond’s 
backstory will be familiar to many a 
That’s reader – he started out as an 

English teacher in China.
“I lived in Chongqing for a year in 2015,” 

says the 26-year-old Brit. “I brought a camera 
with me to document my life there for my 
friends and family back home. I was lucky to 
be able to travel a lot in China on my days off, 
and posted the photos I took whilst traveling 
on social media. That is where my love for 
photography started.”

That passion came across in his stunning 
landscape work, which saw his social media 
blow up; Hammond has more than half a 
million Instagram followers (and rising), an 
online shop and travels the world doing what 
he loves.
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“I used to choose destinations based 
on where the work was. But now that 
my online shop is up and running, I 
choose the destinations based on places 
I want to photograph; seasons and plac-
es that aren’t popping up left, right and 
center on Instagram.”

 Now based out of Bali, he still visits 
the Middle Kingdom regularly.

“There are so many beautiful places 
in China to shoot, but my favorite has to 
be Zhangjiajie. Despite getting incredibly 
busy, there’s something majestic about 
the scenery and there are some great 
off-the-beaten-path areas to visit within 
the park.”

As well as serving as an online shop, 
Hammond’s website is also a great re-
source for anyone visiting the same des-
tinations, with comprehensive guides on 
places to shoot and how to get the best 
image, as well as cultural tips and sug-
gestions on what to eat and drink.

“They take a lot of research,” he says 
of putting the guides together. “I scour 
the internet, using Instagram, 500px, 
Pinterest and simple Google searches to 
find places to shoot. Also, asking people 
who are from the country I’m visiting 
always helps!”

The first thing to look 
for in a photograph is 
composition – draw 

the viewer in
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 As for Hammond’s favorite destina-
tion for culture and food, the topic once 
again turns to China, as well as Japan. 
“The culture and food in these countries 
are so different from each other, but both 
equally as fascinating and delicious. The 
food in the southwest of China especially 
is my favorite.”

In terms of what he looks for in a 
photograph, Hammond says the key to a 
good photo is composition.

“It is the first thing I look for in a 
photograph in order to draw the viewer 
into the photo. That and originality; I love 
seeing photos from places I have never 
seen on the internet.”

For those attempting to follow in 
Hammond’s footsteps and travel and 
shoot the world for a living, he has some 

timeless advice.
“Practice, practice, practice. In an 

oversaturated world of travel photogra-
phers, you need to be one of the best to 
get noticed, and so fine-tuning your craft 
is the key to success. Even now, I’m learn-
ing and improving every day. Also, be 
patient! It takes years to build up a port-
folio that attracts jobs, so don’t be put off 
if it doesn’t happen right away.”

It takes years to build up a 
portfolio that attracts jobs, 

so don't be put off if it doesn't 
happen right away

C I T Y  |  F E A T U R E

Follow Jord Hammond on Instagram (@jordhammond) and scan the QR code to visit his website.
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SPOTLIGHT

JOCELYN 
RICHARDS  
Founder of Juicy Mandarin
Interview by Phoebe Kut

This month we catch up with Jocelyn 
Richards, a former editor-in-chief at That’s 
GBA  (previously That’s PRD )  who is now 
based in upstate New York. Jocelyn founded 
@juicymandarinchinese last summer, a 
popular Instagram account that teaches 
helpful, everyday Mandarin and has quickly 
amassed a loyal following. We chat with 
Richards about tips on learning Chinese, how 
to grow a social following on Instagram and 
future plans for Juicy Mandarin.

How did you start learning Mandarin?

I took Latin in high school and was interested 
in traveling for a job in the future, but I knew 
Latin wouldn’t help me very much. I ended up 
Googling ‘what language will be useful in the 
future’ and all the results suggested Chinese. 
That was 2008, a time when China was in 
the news almost every day for the Beijing 
Olympics. 

So, I started learning Mandarin as a 
freshman in college, but I was actually there 
for running. However, I got injured the sec-
ond week of school, so I was on crutches – I 
couldn’t do anything or go out so I was stuck 
in my room all day. It gave me a ton of time 
to focus on my Chinese homework, which 
helped me to really start to like it more. The 
more I learned, the more I fell in love with the 
culture, country and language.  

What techniques or exercises were the 
most helpful for you to learn Mandarin?

In the very beginning, part of our homework 
was to record ourselves speaking and the 
teacher would go over every tone, marking 
it right or wrong. That really pushed me to 
focus on tones. I think it really does help to 
record your own voice, as what you think you 
sound like versus what you actually sound 
like probably differs. When I moved to China 
to work, it also helped to watch Chinese TV 
shows and write down words that I didn’t 
know. I’d note down words that were repeat-

ing in every episode or everyday words that 
seemed helpful. Those two things were the 
most memorable and helpful things I did in 
regards to learning on my own. I also had a 
few tutors who were very helpful.  

Can you tell us a bit about Juicy Mandarin? 

Last summer I launched the Instagram ac-
count, and currently I’m working on setting 
up a business to teach locally and online. I 
wanted the Instagram account to be a pres-
ence before I launched the business officially, 
but then it also turned into its own thing, as 
there’s actually a lot of expats who want to 
learn Chinese through Instagram. So, it grew 
into this big thing that I didn’t anticipate.  

How important is offline versus online 
learning?

It’s very ideal if you can go out and practice. 
If you’re in China, interact with the locals or 
have a group of Chinese friends, which helps 
to learn much faster. I also do believe that 
having a one-on-one teacher in real life is 
beneficial, versus purely learning online. You 
can learn a lot online, but I personally do pre-
fer offline learning .  

What makes Juicy Mandarin different 
from other courses or Chinese-language-
learning Instagram accounts out there? 

I try to give a long description in English of 
exactly how a Chinese word or phrase would 
be used. It’s not really enough to just list one 
example sentence or the English translation 
of a word in Chinese. You have to know what 
context to use it in, and how it might be used 
differently than the English word. For exam-
ple, the word yumen (郁闷) roughly trans-
lates to ‘depressed,’ but in Chinese it’s often 

used to express that one is a little bit disap-
pointed, or down, but not fully depressed. I 
aim for the tone of the posts to be humorous 
and playful, words that you could use every 
day while living in China or slang words to 
use when going out with friends – instead of 
using standard vocab from a textbook.  

How did you manage to grow the account 
so quickly? 

It was a combination of organic growth and 
some sponsored posts just on Instagram tar-
geting expats in China or people interested in 
learning Chinese. What really helped growth 
was doing quizzes on Instagram stories. At 
one point I was putting quizzes every day on 
Instagram stories, so people really appreciat-
ed that and it helped attract more followers.  

What is your ultimate goal for Juicy 
Mandarin in the future? 

I hope to publish some videos on the website 
that people could use as an intro course, 
learn about pronunciations and things like 
that. I’d like to also create a community, 
starting locally in New York, but have regular 
meetups where people can practice or study 
Chinese together. Internationally, I’d like to 
hold webinars or events to connect people, 
practice or just share challenges they’re 
encountering. All this, of course, at an afford-
able price for students. My ultimate goal is to 
change the stigma that Chinese is an impos-
sible language, as it is actually really fun to 
learn. As long as you have the foundation you 
can even teach yourself a lot.  

@juicymandarinchinese/Instagram 
juicymandarin.com 



STYLE RADAR

UNDER THE LENS

Vogue Business Debuts in 
China
Are you a creative in the fashion industry? 
Aspiring to learn more about the business side 
of the fashion world? Launched in China in early 
December 2019, Vogue Business brings daily in-
dustry news and analysis to China’s six million 
fashion professionals. The title is published daily 
via their official WeChat accounts, one in English 
( ogueBusinessCNENG) and the other in simplified 
Chinese (VogueBusinessChina). Headquartered in 
London, ogue Business first launched last January 
and saw global success with subscribers in 39 mar-
kets. The Chinese title is run by a Condé Nast team 
in Shanghai, who will be working closely with the 
London office. China currently accounts for  of 
the fashion, luxury and beauty industry, and BCG 
projects that by 2025, China will rise to 41%. 

COVET 

Ultraboost 
Celebrates 
CNY
Adidas is celebrating 
Chinese New Year big 
by releasing six new 
colorways for their 
ever-popular Ultraboost 
collection. The shoes include subtle and 
wearable lotus flower graphics on the heel of 
the shoe, and embroidered tigers or birds on 
the upper section. The collection is scheduled 

HOT ON TAOBAO 

Dumpling Press
Chinese New Year is quickly approach-
ing, and for those of you not leaving the 
Middle Kingdom for a little vacay, you 
may find yourself celebrating Spring 
Festival with a friend or partner’s fam-
ily. During the New Year holiday, many 
Chinese families will make dumplings, 
which are said to bring fortune to the 
household. If you’re like us, your dump-
ling wrapping skills are below par on 
a good day. And don’t expect to be on 
your A-game after you and shushu just 
blasted through a bottle of Maotai (it’s 
the rich uncle).

But it’s all good, folks. You’ll be 
wrapping jiaozi like a fiend thanks to 
the be-all-end-all dumpling press on 
Taobao. Simply throw on a jiaozi pi 
(dumpling skin), add some filling in the 
middle and close that sucker up. With 
ridges along the edge of this clever 
kitchen gadget, your jiaozi will be look-
ing just like ayi’s. Although you may get 
called out by some of the fam for ‘cheat-
ing,’ just tell them that you really care, 
and that’s why you’re not subjecting 
them to the mangled, handmade jiaozi 
you’d normally make. If they can’t un-
derstand, maybe you should take your 
dumpling tool to a family that can.

> The jiaozi press ranges in 
price from RMB19.8-25.8. 
Scan the QR code with the 
Taobao app to shop.

to be released 10 days before the 
Year of the Rat begins on January 
15. You can purchase the shoes from 
select retail stores or on adidas.com 
starting at USD159.  

> Adidas.com
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TAP THAT APP 

WiFi Master
Ever run out of data on your phone? 
It sucks. But fortunately, there’s an 
app that makes your data dilemma 
much more manageable. WiFi Master 
(formerly known as WiFi Master 
Key) is an app by Shanghai startup 
LinkSure. Its primary function is 
simply to get people connected to 
Wi-Fi without the need of a pass-
word. (Sound dodgy? Keep reading.) 

LinkSure markets the app as a 
shared platform, where users add 
passwords for Wi-Fi hotspots so that 
future users can connect without 
credentials. The company keeps a 
database of passwords – inaccessible 
to users – that allows WiFi Master 
users to easily connect to available 
wireless networks nearby. However, 
it’s not a miracle worker, and users 
will struggle to connect, depending 
on how recently a Wi-Fi password 
was changed, among other reasons. 
Aside from being able to access pass-
word-protected wireless networks, 

the platform also provides internet 
speed tests and a Wi-Fi map to locate 
accessible hotspots.

Surprisingly, WiFi Master is 
China’s eighth most popular app, 
with nearly 349 million monthly ac-
tive users, according to AppInChina. 
(LinkSure has claimed to have over 
900 million monthly active users, 
as of August 2018.) LinkSure was 
named one of the top 50 most in-
novative companies in 2018 by Fast 
Company magazine, and has pretty 
lofty goals for bringing internet 
access to people in rural areas. In 
January, Technode reported that 
the company aims to provide a free 
satellite network across the globe 
by 2026.

For now, though, we’ll settle with 
password-less Wi-Fi at the local pub.

> WiFi Master is available on iOS and 
Android devices. 
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Spring Festival 
Fashion
10 Lucky Pieces for Chinese New Year
Compiled by Phoebe Kut

Admittedly, the Year of the 
Rat may not be the chicest 
of the zodiac signs – but 
hey, there’s still plenty of 
lucky red options to gnaw 
on this January.

Lululemon
RMB650 
Scan the QR code to shop.

Hardlyevers 
RMB346 
Scan the QR code with 
the Taobao app to shop.

Marni
RMB7,750 
Scan the QR 
code to shop.

H&M
RMB79.90
Scan the QR 
code to shop.
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Spring Festival 
Fashion
10 Lucky Pieces for Chinese New Year
Compiled by Phoebe Kut

Shanghai Tang
RMB4,480 
Scan the QR code to shop.

Tory Burch 
RMB2,613 
Scan the QR code to shop.

Chinese Lucky Cat T-Shirt
RMB19.90 
Scan the QR code with  
the Taobao app to shop.

Li-Ning 
RMB279 
Scan the QR code 
to shop Li Ning’s 
WeChat store.  

Mice Socks 
RMB29.8 for three pairs
Scan the QR code with the 
Taobao app to shop.

Nike  
RMB539 
Scan the QR 
code to shop.
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The Land of the Ascending Dragons Ticks All the Travel Boxes

By Cristina Ng

Paradise Elegance Cruise
This elegant and modern steel boat with Vietnamese design fea-
tures is one of seven ships in the Paradise ietnam fleet. The 1 
gorgeous cabins all have private balconies providing first-hand 
views of the magical bay. The trip would be amazing if you stayed 
aboard the whole time, but there’s also a full itinerary of excur-
sion options.

VIETNAMA BEGINNER’S 

GUIDE TO 

With pretty beaches, ancient 
towns, tree-covered limestone 
islands and buzzing cities all 
within an easy travel distance, it’s 
easy to see why so many people 
flock to Vietnam for holidays. Not 
to mention the food – banh mi, 
pho, banh xeo, mi quang – and 
that’s just the beginning. 

Conduct a quick internet 
search of ‘top travel destinations 
in Vietnam’ and Ha Long Bay, Ho 
Chi Minh City, Hanoi and Hoi An 
are the top results. If you only 
have a few days to spare, start 
with a relaxing cruise of Ha Long 
Bay followed by quick flights to 
Da Nang (a short drive to Hoi An) 
and Ho Chi Minh City. 

Sung Sot Cave
After a buffet lunch of local and international delicacies, head out to a 
limestone karst grotto that was discovered by the French in 1901. You’ll 
work off all those lunch calories as you climb 50 steps to the cave’s mouth. 
Within the structure’s naturally eroded walls are two impressive chambers 
filled with flowstones, stalactites, stalagmites and columns.

Kayaking
Take a short respite onboard the Elegance, then join a group trip to Tung 
Sau Pearl Farm, which cultivates pearls using the Mikimoto technique. You 
can learn about that or hop onto a kayak. The latter is the best way to expe-
rience the serenity that Ha Long Bay has to offer.

Cooking Demonstration
Hit L’Odyssee Sundeck just in time for happy hour G&Ts and a spring roll 
cooking demonstration. Eat the delicious fruits of your labor while pausing 
to snap the glorious sunset, before heading to Le Parfum spa for a pre-
dinner traditional Vietnamese massage. 

Wine & Dine
At Le Marin Restaurant, the a la carte dinner menu allows you to mix 
and match a feast of Eastern and Western food choices, from stir-fried 
Australian beef with black pepper and Dalat capsicum to smoked salmon 

L I F E  &  S T Y L E  |  T R A V E L
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HA LONG BAY

with black caviar. Get the Vietnamese appe-
tizer platter with fried Ha Long squid cake, 
seafood spring rolls and green papaya salad. 
The former – also called Halong cha muc – is 
a must-try local specialty. 

After dinner, unwind further over cock-
tails with the Filipino house band at Le Piano 
Bar. They might even invite you up to sing; 
just remember to get sleep for the next day’s 
early excursion. 

Ti Top Island
It’s well worth the 6.30am wakeup call once 
you reach the top of Ti Top Mountain. After 
a few hundred fairly steep steps, impressive 
panoramic views await. While it might be 
tempting to spend the rest of your time tak-
ing photos, nothing feels better than descend-
ing to the beach for a quick dip. When you get 
back on the boat, grab a bowl of chicken pho 
and enjoy the trip back to land as you pass 
Tien Cung, Dau Go Cave and the Fighting Cock 
Islet.

T R A V E L  |  L I F E  &  S T Y L E
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HOI AN

Wander the UNESCO 
World-Heritage 
Ancient Town
Granted status as a UNESCO 
World Heritage site in 1999, 
tourists flock to the town for 
a glimpse of the decorated 
temples, wooden merchant 
houses and assembly halls. Pay 
VND120,000 (RMB35) to freely 
roam the streets (plus entrance 
to five or more historic sites) 
starting with shops hawking 
propaganda posters, rice paper, 
T-shirts and more on the main 
drag. 

You’ll also want to take 
a look at Phu Kien, a former 
Chinese merchant assembly hall, 
presided over by a sea-green 
goddess. A visit to Tan Ky house, 
an ancient ancestral home, will 
give you a glimpse of daily life in 
old Hanoi. Walk over the beauti-
ful Japanese covered bridge, 
a 400-year-old faded crimson 
structure with a wooden pagoda 
roof.

Take a Farm Tour
If you need to do a lot in a 
short time, the folks at Tra Que 
Vegetable Village are incredibly 
accommodating. We emailed 
them from the airport asking 
for a solo 7am tour, and they 
confirmed hotel pick up with 
us while we were en route to 
Hoi An. 

The original plan to bike 
there was waylaid by rain, so 
the guide picked us up on a 
moto at no additional charge. 
The ride was a pleasant part of 
the experience through coconut 
tree-dotted paths with stops to 
marvel at rice paddies and pho-
tograph water buffalo.

After a stroll through eight 
hectares of family-farmed or-
ganic green onion, coriander, let-
tuce, green papaya and mint, you 
get to try your hand at tilling and 
planting. A lovely fresh herb foot 
soak and massage come before a 
banh xeo cooking demonstration; 
cook an egg pancake that you roll 
in rice paper with mint, lemon 
basil and lettuce. Breakfast is 
rounded up with additional 
cooked greens freshly picked. 

Savor Authentic Vietnamese Cuisine in a Historic French Villa
HOME Hoi An is just as charming as the rest of the city. The townhouse has been preserved for over a cen-
tury, so there are plenty of architectural features for history buffs to nerd out on while enjoying a meal of 
locally sourced ingredients. Make sure to sample mi quang – a central Vietnam dish of wide rice noodles 
in meaty broth with prawns and roast chicken flavored with black pepper, shallot, garlic, turmeric and fish 
sauce. As delicious, but less yellow, are cao lau noodles with roasted pork.  

L I F E  &  S T Y L E  |  T R A V E L
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Snack on Anthony Bourdain 
Approved Banh Mi
You can’t go wrong at Banh Mi Phuong, but you should 
still figure out your order well before you reach the front 
of the line. An assembly line of employees efficiently 
layer pork, chicken, pork liver pate, homemade mayon-
naise, head cheese, pickled papaya, sliced cucumber, 
tomato, herbs and more onto bread that is exquisitely 
crisp on the outside and soft within. Make it easy on 
yourself and go for the special – aka all the meats, pate 
and vegetables.

Sample Local Chocolate
Nibble on organic chocolate made with Vietnamese spic-
es at Hoi An Organic Chocolatier. There are both dark 
milk 5  and dark cocoa 72  varieties flavored with 
tropical fruits like noni and durian. We especially liked a 
curry flavor reminiscent of masala. Pick up a mixed pack 
for a souvenir.

Da Nang Detour
Since you fly through Da Nang 
to visit Hoi An, you might as 
well set aside some time to walk 
around the city and catch the 
sunset from Da Nang Beach.  
Stroll by French villas and old 
cathedrals, then stop in at the 
Son Tra Night Market for some 
local flavor. eep an eye out for 
Dragon Bridge – the country’s 
longest bridge, which takes the 
form of a fire-breathing mythical 
beast. If you are there around 

pm on the weekend, actual fire 
and water shoot out of the drag-
on’s mouth. Indulge in central 
Vietnamese cuisine at Ngon Villa 
Da Nang, where you can order 
unlimited small plates of local 
specialties.

HO CHI MINH CITY

History Tour
First-time visitors to HCMC (or Saigon, 
as the locals still call it) will want to 
hit up some historical sights. The War 
Remnants Museum is a rare site de-
voted to detailing the atrocities of war 
from the perspective of the victims. 
Artifacts include antiwar posters, 
photographs, weapons and more. Visit 
between 7.30am-6pm.

Next up, the Reunification Palace 
was taken over by the North on April 
30, 1975 – marking the end of the 
Vietnam War. Make sure to show up 
between 7.30-11am or 1-4pm unless 
you prefer to view the stunning exam-
ple of 1960s architecture through the 
locked gates. Keep in mind that you’ll 
be missing out on the sexy mid-century 
decor within. We’re talking shag car-
pets, baby.

Coffee Break
Take a much-needed coconut cof-
fee break at the self-described ‘hip-
ster cafe and lounge of Vietnam’ 
Cong Caphe. With retro commu-
nism kitsch decor, the army green 
Ly Tu Trong branch has a great 
terrace for viewing the city bustle. 
More of a scoopable dessert than 
a coffee beverage, their frozen co-
conut frappe combined with con-
densed milk-sweetened dark brew 
is what made them famous.

Go Shopping
If you haven’t picked up souve-
nirs yet, it’s time for a trip to Ben 
Thanh Market. Choose from local 
handicrafts, hawker eats, bulk 
coffee and more. We walked out 
with bags of dried mango, Trung 
Nguyen coffee grounds and a 
pineapple-shaped woven handbag. 
Come nightfall, the market moves 
outdoors and a street food market 
pops up nearby.

Dine in the Vice 
Presidential Home 
The Chopsticks Saigon 
Restaurant is located in the 
former residence of Mr. Tran 
Van Huang, the vice president 
of the Southern Vietnamese 
Government before 1975. Enter 
through the original wrought 
iron gates and lovely garden 
to appreciate the gorgeous 
renovation work within. As his-
torical as its venue, the authentic 
Vietnamese menu references a 
rich culinary past. Try the duck 
braised in tamarind sauce, south-
ern style char-grilled chicken 
and sweet and sour fish soup.
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DRUMROLL

BL1NK
Founder of Online Radio Station Cloak
By Bryan Grogan

Arriving in Chengdu from Nanjing in the aftermath of the 
closure of a number of bars and venues at the infamous Poly 
Centre, Cloak radio founder Bl1nk was witness to seismic 
change in the Chengdu underground. His radio grew out of a 
promotional night and has become recognized around China 
for its focus on young local DJs and producers, as well as its 
offline events, which have spread far and wide and can be 
seen every month at ALL in Shanghai. We spoke to Bl1nk about 
radio culture, Chengdu’s evolving party scene and more. 

When and why did you start Cloak?

Cloak grew out of Pulse, a party group in 
Chengdu that I did with Luciachex. Pulse had 
some guest mixes, but very few, and it didn’t 
have a regular plan, so I started to think that 
the radio aspect could be independent. I 
started the radio in early March of 2018, with 
mixes from local DJs and also some interna-
tional guest mixes. 

In the first few months of Cloak, there 
were several DJs playing their monthly mixes, 
like Jaya, TrillaPlus, Sayer, Shushu, 3ASiC, 
Shutforever, ZOOY, Wonkey and guest mixes 
named with numbers in the style of Cloak011 
– GUNDAM.

You don’t have a space to livestream, so 
how does it work?

DJs and producers send over their mixes 
and I edit video clips into a long VJ thing for 
Bilibili streaming. We also use covers that are 
usually provided by the DJs themselves. If I 
had pioneer CDJs + DJM, maybe Cloak would 
have a live aspect for streaming, but I don’t 
have those things. 

And you do a lot of offline events?

ur offline event is monthly at ALL in 
Shanghai, usually on Thursdays because 
for that event we regularly invite local DJs. 
In other cities we generally play weekends. 
At the moment, we’ve held Cloak events in 

Shanghai, Chengdu, Chongqing, Nanjing, 
Wuhan and Changsha.

We’ve spoken to people who are very 
complimentary of what Cloak does, stay-
ing local and bringing together events and 
mixes from young independent musicians. 
How important is it to give a platform to 
and cultivate this young community of 
producers?

For me, the music scene has gotten more and 
more boring since 2017, so it needs fresh 
blood. Cloak has been promoting new artists 
for a long time, but in another way. Since May 
2019, the number of mixes that Cloak accepts 
has reduced a lot. Cloak now only plays local 
mixes from DJs who haven’t played before. 

Sometimes, when the time for an old bor-
ing scene has passed, a new bunch of people 
should start building another scene. Our 
hope is that Cloak stays fresh. Cloak also re-
leased a compilation album, Clubless. It’s very 
international, and the tracks are mostly made 
by super fresh producers, so Cloak is always 
changing our way of promoting new things.

From an outside perspective, Chengdu 
seems like it’s blowing up right now. How 
does it feel to you, as someone entrenched 
in the Chengdu scene?

Clubs are finally blowing up now, but the 
music and visual environment still needs to 

be rebuilt. It is hard to promote new things 
when the scene has lain dormant for so long, 
so it’s a bit early to say where the scene will 
move. As for myself, I think people should 
come out dancing more. If there are more 
people coming to the dance floor, the shows 
will last longer.

How is streaming on Bilibili for you? Do 
you have any problems with the website? 
Do you stream or upload through other 
platforms?

I think it’s easy to stream with Bilibili. As 
Cloak is different from other radio stations, 
having no offline studio, it’s easier both for 
cost and for the technical side. As far as I 
can recall, there are no big problems with 
the website. I tried Douyu before, but not as 
Cloak, just while playing some PC games by 
myself. In the future, I’d like to try my hand 
with some re-streaming software that can 
broadcast to all kinds of platforms. 

To hear more from Cloak, scan the QR code below:
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COLL AGE See the QR codes on this page? Scan them with the That's App when you see them to find more 
multimedia, photos and videos related to the feature you are reading. Genius, eh? Download the 
That's App at www.thatsmags.com/app

One netizen’s reaction to the sudden and tragic 
death of Godfrey Gao on the set of Zhejiang 
Satellite TV’s reality show, Chase Me. The 
Chinese-Canadian’s death spurred conversations 
around the stringent working hours of those 
in the entertainment industry, and throughout 
Chinese society as a whole. The TV  
station eventually canceled the reality 
show in the aftermath of Gao’s death, 
as netizens continue to call for the  
station to bear responsibility.

HAO BU HAO

JAN
25

JAN
25

Vanguard 
The sixth collaboration between director 
Stanley Tong and legendary Chinese actor 
Jackie Chan (Rumble in the Bronx, Police Story 
3, Police Story 4), Vanguard is a serious action 
blockbuster with big ambitions. The film tells 
the story of a businessman taken hostage by a 
group of mercenaries. His only hope is a covert 
security company called Vanguard. 

Detective Chinatown 3 
The last outing in the Detective Chinatown series 
raked in USD439 million, according to Variety, 
becoming one of the highest-grossing Chinese 
films ever. Coming out just in time for Chinese 
New Year, the latest film will again be directed 
by Sicheng Chen and will this time take place in 
Tokyo, after previous outings in Bangkok and 
New York. Don’t miss out on this action comedy 
flick, which is bound to make another splash. 

COMING TO A THEATER NEAR YOU

Hao
The new trailer for Mulan dropped last month and 
we’re excited (scan the QR code to watch); Hainan 
International Film Festival is growing and going for that 
sunny Cannes Film Festival vibe; our friends at nugget 
records are dipping into the VHS  
market with their new Lost Memory 
Machine release; Uffizi Galleries’ five-year 
exchange partnership with the Hong Kong 
government’s culture department will bring 
a Botticelli exhibition to a museum in the 
mainland for the first time.

TRANSCRIBED

“Zhejiang Satellite TV,  
return the angel  
to everyone”

Bu Hao
Trying to predict the taste of Chinese cinemagoers as 
Daniel Craig-fronted Knives Out captures the imagina-
tion of the Middle Kingdom; the sad and sudden death of 
actor and model Godfrey Gao; more oversight crippling 
underground musicians and spaces in China’s independ-
ent music scene, with more guidelines released to moni-
tor the industry last month; trying to pick just 10 of our 
favorite Chinese albums of 2019…
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SINO CELEB 

GONG LI
Gong Li is internationally acclaimed, having starred in such distinguished 
Chinese films as Red Sorghum, The Story of Qiu Ju and Farewell My Concubine. 
The multi-award-winning actress is the queen of ’ 0s mainland film, with her 
roles coming to embody a certain type of fortitude and rigidness. Gong has been 
active in the international film sphere for nearly three decades, sitting on judging 
panels at prestigious film festivals in Asia and Europe. In April, it was confirmed 
that she will star in the upcoming Mulan live-action reboot, but moviegoers can 
also catch her scintillating performance in Saturday Fiction on Chinese cinema 
screens this month. Below are five fast facts about the Dongbei-born screen 
siren. 

Magic Li
In 1 , Gong became the first Chinese actress to be fea-
tured on the cover of Time magazine, which called her 
“Chinese movie magic.” 

‘Miss China’
In a 2006 poll conducted by the Beijing News, Gong was 
voted the most beautiful woman in the Middle Kingdom. 

Singapore Switch
The Chinese actress changed her nationality to Singaporean 
in 2008 after she got married to Singaporean tobacco ty-
coon Ooi Hoe Seong. 

French Kissing
Her current husband is renowned French musician Jean-
Michel Jarre, who is 17 years her senior. 

French Royalty
Gong is a recipient of the Order of Arts and Letters, an order 
of France given to significant contributors to arts and litera-
ture. 
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Letter Records
Nick Cao, formerly of Shengjian Records and a cur-
rent member of the band The Cheers Cheers, founded 
Letter Records in 2019 with Jueer, the guitarist in the 
band Pocari Sweet. Throughout the year, the label put 
out a spate of lo-fi, dreamy, shoegaze-infused records 
that ascribe to the style of early Shengjian Records. 
Letter Records published a record by jangle pop duo 
All Romantic Days at the end of 2019, and has plans 
to release more new music by bands that we haven’t 
heard from in 2020, though readying those releases is 
at an early stage. Watch this space. 

 Listen here:

 Listen here:

SOUNDING      FF
New Chinese Labels to Get Hyped About in 2020
By Bryan Grogan

China’s music industry is expand-
ing fast. New labels and new 
sounds are bubbling up around 

the country. As underground scenes 
continue to rise throughout major 
Chinese cities like Shanghai, Chengdu 
and Hangzhou, more traditional music 
cities like Beijing are fighting to keep 
up. As one person featured below told 
us, this is the way it should be. We 
couldn’t agree more, and we’re excited 
to see what 2020 has in store for these 
five labels. 

Merrie Records
We interviewed the COO of Merrie Records, Zhaoyue, last year, impressed by its early 
roster of artists and releases. Fast forward to 2020 and we are delighted by the swift and 
ambitious progress that the folks behind the label have made. It promises to be another 
big year for Merrie Records, with eight new releases already planned, from the likes of 
Hoo, Zeming Xu, West By West, Late Troubles, Yadae, Uncle Hu and another release from 
one of our favorites, Shii. Branching out beyond the overarching Merrie Records label, 
management has already launched sublabel A Little Soul, with Hai Qing and Li Xing on 
the first release. thers remain to be announced, and the label has a few more surprises 
up its sleeves. While Merrie Records is relatively new, we believe that it’s one of the most 
important in the country right now, especially after founding The Pelican Conservatory, 
which supports and finds new musicians in China.
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Out of Fashion Boys
Ambitious first steps were made for ut of Fashion Boys at the end of 201 , as 
the label’s first release debuted via Resident Advisor and Mixmag. The label is an 
offshoot of Luxixi and TsingLung’s THUVDR promotional night, which has held 
a key role in Beijing’s nightlife scene for the past few years. The label gathered 
a stellar group of international and domestic musicians for its first compilation, 
with the professed aim of creating something not in fashion in an era of hype. 
The first compilation allows for interpretations of Beijing by international art-
ists like Lao, Air Max ’97 and more. Out of Fashion Boys are keenly focused on 
the zeitgeist, and seem to be aware that nightclubs and music venues are not 
just spaces to hear music, but also cultural arenas for fashion, film, art and more. 
With that said, the label plans to dip its toes into those spaces, while also inviting 
international artists to China for shows, and – perhaps – traveling outward to link 
up with friends in Mexico or Australia. 

E-Werk
Beijing-based mega labels are moving quickly to keep up with the changing tastes in 
Chinese music. After Cao Tai launched its Crater Records sublabel at the end of 2018 
with Shao’s Doppler Effect, Taihe got in on the act with its own electronic imprint, 
called E-Werk. The label launched with JungleMico’s the WORLD, and has another pair 
of signed artists in 3ong7iao and Lanx. Both an overarching agency and a label, E-Werk 
provides musicians with marketing, distribution and recording assistance, and it’s also 
seeking to begin workshops and education camps for the electronically-inclined. The 
label distributed the Out of Fashion Boys compilation mentioned above, and will also 
work with Babel Records in the future.

nugget records
One of our favorite new additions 
to the independent music scene 
in 2019 was Beijing-based, super-
DIY label nugget records. The trio 
behind the label, David Carey, Jen 
Rao and their dog Baozi wasted no 
time in making an impact, with a 
slew of fantastic cassette releases by 
artists like thruoutin, Lost Memory 
Machine, MFmachine, Dreams and 
Glasses and Pool of Light, among 
others. nugget records also dropped 
a VHS with Lost Memory Machine’s 
first music video. A HS, think about 
that for a second. As Carey told us 
about that release, “We like that it is 
basically the epitome of impractical 
media formats.” 2020 promises to 
bring more activity; management 
plans to add people to the team in 
January, while they’re also consider-
ing their options in terms of invest-
ment into the label.

 Listen here:

 Listen here:

 Listen here:
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BUILDING  
AN INTERNATIONAL  

ART FAIR
Magnus Renfrew and Robin Peckham of  

Taipei Dangdai
By Bryan Grogan

these cities are interacting more and more 
together. 

Taipei Dangdai is part of this commit-
ment to the local Taiwan art scene, as well 
as a possibility ventured for Taipei as a hub 
where a new generation of Chinese collectors 
can meet on relatively neutral ground.

The art scene in Taipei is very dynamic 
with one of the longest-standing gallery 
scenes, one of the most sophisticated collec-
tor-bases, one of the strongest institutional 
and museum scenes, incredible cultural pro-
duction from its artists, a major biennale and 
now an international level art fair. The only 
thing that is really lacking is international 
exposure, and we hope that through the art 
fair we can help put the spotlight on this in-
credible city. 

Taipei Dangdai has also brought a bit of 
momentum in terms of encouraging galleries 
already doing really interesting things with 
their programs to present themselves in a 
highly contemporary framework. It didn’t 
require much of a push. While we loved the 
Kaws project last year, it wasn’t actually or-
ganized through Taipei Dangdai. 

That’s the beauty of a fair; it can bring 
about all of these alignments, intended or 
otherwise, that help galvanize energy around 
the scene and make new things happen. This 
year we’re making a concerted effort to focus 
on bringing about projects outside of the 
fair proper. The biggest one is the inaugural 
Taipei 101 commission, for which Michael Lin 
(an ex-Shanghailander), has worked with us 
to activate the 280-meter-tall digital screen 
punctuating the iconic Taipei skyline.

This year we also have a strengthened 
exhibitor list of 99 galleries participating, 
of which 83 galleries have spaces in Asia, 
while 23 galleries have permanent spaces in 
Taiwan. This ratio is incredibly high for an 

art fair, and the fact is that all of our Taiwan 
galleries are with us because they deserve to 
be on the basis of their quality, not because 
of anything else. It’s a testament to the depth 
and breadth of Taiwan’s art scene.

Our VIP programs, public programs 
and non-profit platforms for audiences of 
all ages are also important ways to engage 
and activate throughout the city. One of the 
non-profit initiatives is Taipei Platform, a col-
laborative booth activated by art and cultural 
institutions, independent publishers and art 
bookstores.

To promote local artists to international 
curators, we work closely with participating 
galleries and nonprofit organizations, sharing 
local artist portfolios with visiting curators, 
lining up studio visits and contributing to on-
going international research around art from 
Taiwan. We also further encourage discourse 
and creative sharing and have launched an 
editorial platform led by a board made up of 
young art writers in Taiwan.

We’re really thrilled about our installa-
tions sector this year, which encompasses 
the off-site installations, as well as seven 
large-scale or immersive works within Taipei 
Dangdai. We have local artists LuxuryLogico 
and Chen Wan-Jen, both with kinetic new me-
dia sculptures that look at technology in very 
different ways, plus classic Taiwan names like 
Ju Ming, who will remind us of the core art 
fair experience: queuing! 

Jan 17-19; NT350-1,500. Taipei Nangang Exhibition 
Center, No. 1, Jingmao Er Lu, Nangang District, 
Taipei City 台北市南港区经贸二路1号 

As the youngest international art fair in 
greater China, Taipei Dangdai’s inaugural 
2019 event got off to a flying start, with 
international media swarming to cover the 
island’s under-appreciated but vibrant art 
scene. As the fair enters its second year, 
they have added a new co-director in curator, 
writer, editor and institutional leader Robin 
Peckham, who will join Magnus Renfrew 
in leading the charge. We spoke to the pair 
ahead of the 2020 edition. 

Taipei Dangdai celebrates 
its identity as a regional 
fair, one dedicated to its 

home city. When we say regional 
art fair, we’re not regional in the sense of be-
ing lower-quality, but rather in being specific 
to our audience and to our market. 

The goal is to grow at a moderate pace 
and keep the fair at a comfortable scale. 
We’ve been doing a lot of work in getting 
Taiwan collectors familiar with working 
with galleries on the primary market, and in 
coaching our galleries through dealing with 
Taiwan collectors, who expect a high level of 
service and communication before, during 
and after an art fair or other exhibition.

Right now is a particularly exciting mo-
ment to be looking at Taiwan given the new 
ways in which Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong 
and Taipei are beginning to interact as the 
core centers of the Chinese art world. These 
cities have doubled down on their own lo-
cal scenes, but the major players from all of 
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Duration by Shii
Shii made quite the impact last year with a trio of projects, including solo material, her part in 
lo-fi duo Lost Memory Machine alongside Nocturnes’ David Carey and club-based Ex Luna. This 
record is markedly different from Floating Signifiers, which appeared in July of last year. Opening 
with Chinese vocals on ‘About Nature,’ Shii paces herself, slowly easing into a track that is ebul-
lient synth-pop with understated computerized beats. ‘Film Unknown’ is much more  
assertive and immediately pulsates with more energy than the reflective opener. Shii switches 
back to English lyrics for this one, and uses electric guitars to prop up the chorus of the song. 
‘Train to the Near Future’ is more understated synthesizers, with her voice resting at the fore-
front of the song. Again, we hear her instrumental diversity as a string duet intervenes for about 
30 seconds, beautifully piecing together verses. While this short record does have some  
moments of energy, it feels largely like an experiment for the songwriter, as she plays 
with song structures and instrumentation. 

Scan the QR code to listen: 

Found .000  by 3asic
Found.000 is a quick 17-minute record elapsing over the course of five songs from 
Shenzhen-based 3asic on Beijing label S!LK. The label, which began life as a promotional 
night via key Beijing producers Puzzy Stack and Bloodz Boi, released its first record – an 
excellent compilation called Breaking Fresh – at the end of 2018. That release was fol-
lowed up by a record from Pacoz, who recently took part in Eating Music Camp and ap-
peared on the Shanghai label’s Eating Music Campilation release. This third release from 
3asic shows off the producer’s huge range and ease with experimentation. Lead track ‘DH’ 
thumps the eardrums with heavy bass and raw mechanical effects, creating the aural ap-
pearance of something quite unpleasant, but ultimately rhythmically satisfy-
ing.  

Scan the QR code to listen: 

May  I  Waste  Your  Time  by All Romantic Days
The latest release on new indie DIY label Letter Records comes courtesy of Chengdu band All 
Romantic Days. May I Waste Your Time clocks in at just four tracks, each of which is drenched 
in staunchly atmospheric guitar. Taking inspiration from the UK jangle rock of the ’80s and 
’90s, All Romantic Days are like a large dollop of caramel syrup on an ice cream sundae, full 
of texture and scrumptiously sweet. The simplicity in opening song ‘Sleepwear’ is not to be 
underestimated here, as the understated vocals and guitars provide a robust atmosphere for 
listeners. ‘She Says’ is simple and gorgeous. A female vocalist is introduced to proceedings 
here. She continues into ‘In Your Court,’ which takes the pace of proceedings down a notch. 
All Romantic Days are the perfect listen for a lazy Sunday when you’re lovelorn and thinking 
about romantic mishaps and missed connections. 

Scan the QR code to listen: 

Three New Homegrown Albums on Our Radar  
This Month
 By Bryan Grogan

CHINA  
MUSIC CORNER
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FOOD & DRINK
AWARDS 2019

HERE’S WHO GOT TOP HONORS AT THE THAT’S X 1664 FOOD & DRINK AWARDS 2019 

On November 27 and December 19, we held our 
annual Food & Drink Awards ceremonies in 
Guangzhou and Shenzhen, respectively. We’re 

happy to report that both events were resounding suc-
cesses. With nearly 500 distinguished guests in attend-
ance in Guangzhou, and 250 in Shenzhen, both events 
were among our best attended – ever.

On behalf of That’s and Urbanatomy, we would like 
to express our deepest appreciation for all the support we 
received while planning and executing the That’s x 1664 
Food & Drink Awards 2019, from the voting period right 
through to the awards ceremonies, which were held at 

two of the Greater Bay Area’s most distinguished hotels, 
The Four Seasons Guangzhou and the Hard Rock Hotel 
Shenzhen.

Themed ‘A Galaxy Far, Far Away,’ all the cities’ mov-
ers and shakers were there, enjoying captivating perfor-
mances, free-flow booze and a delightful selection of 
high-quality edibles at both of the event venues.

The 2019 gatherings were a true testament to the 
food and beverage scene that has flourished in the 
Greater Bay Area since our F&B awards started 14 years 
ago and we look forward to celebrating the region’s finest 
eateries and bars for many years to come.
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GUANGZHOU
COVER STORY 
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SHENZHEN 
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READERS’ CHOICE

READERS’ CHOICE

READERS’ CHOICE

READERS’ CHOICE

READERS’ CHOICE

Mexican  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

New  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

Casual  Fine  Dining 
of  the Year 

Cantonese  Cuisine 
of  the Year 

Japanese  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

Bandidos Mexican Cantina 

Naked Bowl

Mercato 

Bing Sheng Mansion 

READERS’ CHOICE
Craft  Beer  Bar 
of  the Year 
BRAVO 

Muso Japanese Restaurant

GUANGZHOU WINNERS:

READERS’ CHOICE
Burger  Joint  of  the Year 

BRAVO

COVER STORY 
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READERS’ CHOICE

READERS’ CHOICE

READERS’ CHOICE

Indian  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

Pizza of  the Year 

Outstanding  Cocktail  Bar 
of  the Year 

Ice Cube Bar and Restaurant

Mammamia 

Revolucion Cocktail – Party Pier

READERS’ CHOICE
Brunch of  the Year 

Social&Co

READERS’ CHOICE
Outstanding  Pub of  the Year 
Morgan’s Public House

READERS’ CHOICE
Outstanding  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

Mercato
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Recommended  by  1664: 
Contemporary  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

Recommended  by  Brooklyn  Brewery: 
Sports  Bar of  the Year 

All-Day-Dining  of  the Year 

Cantonese  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

Recommended  by  1664: 
Contemporary  Bar 
of  the Year

Recommended  by  Carlsberg: 
Rising  Star of  the Year 

Recommended  by  1664: 
Fusion  Restaurant 
of  the Year Cocina

The Paddy Field 

The Market Café

Yun Pavilion 

二号码头餐吧

锅小闹 •明星老火锅 

Yuè Modern Cantonese Cuisine 

Steakhouse  of  the Year 
CHAR bar & grill  

Outstanding  Hotel  Bar 
of  the Year 

Roof Top Bar

Contemporary  Cantonese 
Restaurant  of  the Year 

Ming Court

COVER STORY 
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Contemporary  Western 
Restaurant  of  the Year  

Fine  Dining  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

Japanese  Restaurant 
 of  the Year 

Italian-inspired Cuisine 
of  the Year 

Family-friendly  Chinese 
Restaurant  of  the Year 

Italian  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

Outstanding  Fine  Dining 
Restaurant  of  the Year 

Lounge Bar of  the Year 

Hotel  Bar  of  the Year 

The Connoisseur 

LIMONI 

Japanese Cuisine

Mercato 

Fisherman Village Food Street 

LaBrezza 

Catch

W XYZ® bar

Tian Bar 

Traditional  Cantonese 
Restaurant  of  the Year 

The Imperial Deluxe Restaurant
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READERS’ CHOICE
Indian  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

Indian Curry Café

READERS’ CHOICE
Vegetarian/Vegan  of  the Year 
Planet Green

READERS’ CHOICE
Pizza of  the Year 
Tea Love You by Giglio

READERS’ CHOICE
Brunch  of  the Year 

Magpie

READERS’ CHOICE
Burger  Joint  of  the Year 

READERS’ CHOICE
Mexican  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

Tristan’s CalMex

READERS’ CHOICE
New  Restaurant  of  the Year  
Gaga Garden

READERS’ CHOICE
French  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

La Maison

READERS’ CHOICE
Cantonese  Cuisine 
of  the Year 

Chua Lam’s Dim Sum

READERS’ CHOICE
Sichuan  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

LUKSHOW

READERS’ CHOICE
Japanese  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

Komachi

BAIA BURGER CONCEPT

SHENZHEN WINNERS:

READERS’ CHOICE
Craft  Beer  Bar  of  the Year 
Evil Duck

READERS’ CHOICE
Southeast  Asian  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

The Terrace Restaurant & Bar

READERS’ CHOICE
Outstanding  Cocktail  Bar 
of  the Year 

Life on Mars

COVER STORY 
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Hotel  Steakhouse  
of  the Year 

Belle-Vue Grill

Popular  Buffet  of  the Year 

Xili Kitchen

New  Restaurant  of  the Year 

The Glasshouse

All-day-dining  of  the Year 

Pavilion

Hotel  Bar  of  the Year 

Long Bar

Japanese  Restaurant 
of  the Year

Chuan

Luxury  Italian  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

Elba Afternoon  Tea  of  the Year 

Palm Court

Afternoon  Tea  Venue 
of  the Year 

The Lounge

READERS’ CHOICE
Outstanding  Restaurant 
of  the Year 
OGGI ENOTECA

READERS’ CHOICE
Outstanding  Pub of  the Year 

George & Dragon British Pub

American  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

Hard Rock Cafe

Outstanding  Chaozhou  Cuisine 
Restaurant  of  the Year 

Chao Yi Court Fine Kitchen

Fine  Dining  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

wann lounge
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Lounge  Bar of  the Year 

wann lounge

Outstanding  Chinese 
Restaurant  of  the Year 

The COLI Lofty

Outstanding  Restaurant 
of  the Year 

XIHEYAYUAN

Craft  Beer  Bar of  the Year 

Paulaner Bräuhaus

Outstanding  Afternoon  Tea 
of  the Year 

The Lounge

Chinese Restaurant 
of  the Year 

El Chino

Afternoon Tea Venue 
of  the Year 

The Lounge

Hipster  Bar/Pub of  the Year  

YITANG TAPROOM
Rising  Star of  the Year 

天台上见

Contemporary  Chaozhou 
Cuisine  of  the Year 

NANHAI CHAO

Steakhouse  of  the Year 

WESTWOOD FIRE & SMOKE

Outstanding  Jiangnan 
Cuisine  of  the Year 

NANHAI YUNLU

Recommended  by  1664:
Creative  Interior  Design  Restaurant/Bar of  the Year 

NAYUKI’S FANTASY FACTORY

Recommended  by  1664:
Fusion  Restaurant  of  the Year 

VITA

COVER STORY 
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4 4  |  G Z  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 9  |  W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M



W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 9  |  G Z  |  4 5

BEER OF THE MONTH

NO. 18 BREWING’S TIGER JUMP 
MUSHROOM GOSE

They’re Gr-r-r-eat!
By Ryan Gandolfo

They’re Gr-r-r-eat!
By Ryan Gandolfo

This mushroom gose 
pulls you in with 
its brilliantly de-
signed orange can, 

showing a badass-looking 
tiger with hops and shrooms 
floating all over the label. 
Tiger Jump clocks in at 4.2% 
ABV – a standard mark for 
gose – and 10 IBU. A quick 
scan of the can informs us 
that the beer is brewed with 
mushrooms as one of the key 
ingredients. Unsurprisingly, 

upon cracking open a cold 
one and taking the first 

swig, we can’t detect 
a hint of mushroom 

(since the vegetable 
is more known for its 

texture than taste). 
That refreshing lemon 

sourness that gose are 
known for, however, is 
not in short supply. 
The beer has a cloudy 
yellow body and is 
light and enjoyable. 
Best described as a 

sessionable beer with 
plenty of flavor in its arsenal, 
Tiger Jump strikes us as a 
brew that is very versatile, 

much like our striped feline 
friends. Given its sour pro-
file, we see the brew pairing 
well with barbecued seafood 
– some nice shrimp on the 
barbie, you know.

Wuhan-based No. 18 
Brewing appear to be no 
stranger to collaborations, 
having also paired up with 
Stone Brewing in 2019. 
Formerly a live music venue 
in Hubei’s capital city, No. 18 
turned into No. 18 Brewery 
in 2013, with Karl Jiang lead-
ing the operation, according 
to beer fanatic and That’s 
columnist Chris Foste. 

While we’re still rela-
tively new to the brewery’s 
boozy offerings, the Tiger 
Jump mushroom gose has us 
going around town shouting 
“they’re Gr-r-r-eat!”

You can purchase No. 18 Brewing’s 

Tiger Jump Mushroom Gose on 

Taobao for RMB149 per six-pack.

Mushrooms and craft beer are 
apparently a thing. We recently 
came across No. 18 Brewing’s 
Tiger Jump mushroom gose, a 
collaboration brew with the folks 
at Taipei-based Taihu Brewing, 
and are admittedly big fans of 
the sour 
suds.
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THE SCANDALOUS SCOOP

We’re digging:

The arrival of Spring Festival, which 
means dumplings, dumplings and more 
dumplings; new Greek eatery Hellas Deli 
in Haizhu district (page 50); peach-fla-
vored baijiu, yum; ongoing renovations at 
Tristan’s CalMex in Tianhe; decadent piz-
zas down in Foshan at Florentia Village’s 
Bella Vita (page 51); and all the positive 
feedback from readers in regards to our 
first-ever F&B guide for the Greater Bay 
Area, thanks! 
 

We’re done with:

Bars not allowing foreign customers; 
apple-flavored baijiu, peach baijiu’s shitty 
cousin; McDonald’s questionable new 
chicken sandwiches; turkey, until next 
year that is.

GRAPE
WE TRY IT

Peach and Apple Baijiu 
Baijiu brand Jiangxiaobai is the one of the 
newer fads taking over the late-night scene 
– we think. It has less of that strong rub-
bing alcohol flavor than Erguotou or even 
Maotai and it’s generally marketed towards 
China’s younger generation. Recently, 
Jiangxiaobai’s peach flavor has been heav-
ily marketed on WeChat and Weibo, with 
eager 20-something-year-olds apparently 
loving the boozy nectar.  

We recently came across Jiangxiaobai’s 
peach and apple flavors at our local con-
venience store, both spirits housed in 
colorfully labeled 100-milliliter bottles. Of 
course, it was unanimously decided to try 
both – because why the hell not?

Upon opening the peach baijiu, the 
first thing we noticed was an overpower-
ing peachy scent. It honest to goodness 
smelled like a Bath & Body Works body 

spray. Surprisingly, the peach-flavored booze 
went down smooth, like a swig of water, and 
was genuinely pleasant to drink. We reckon 
it would also work well in a baijiu-focused 
cocktail. 

Next up: apple. Right off the bat, the ap-
ple baijiu’s aroma was not quite as pungent 
as the peach-flavored variety. It smelled less 
like an overpriced body spray and more like 
those green apple-flavored cavity-inducing 
Jolly Ranchers we ate as kids.

The apple flavoring was unable to con-
ceal – or blend with – the alcohol taste and, 
as a result, it didn’t go down nearly as easily 
as the peach baijiu.

Overall, the sentiment in the editorial 
office ranged between unimpressed and 
delighted – with the peach baijiu taking the 
majority of the accolades.

Who’s drinking it: stressed out col-
leagues, millennials surnamed Jiang
Price: RMB20
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Laowai Not Welcome
In mid-December, a bar in Guangzhou’s Liede area was 
forced to remove a sign from its front entranceway that stat-
ed foreigners were not welcome on the premises. According 
to a source familiar with the situation, local authorities 
visited Mr. Pilot – an aviation-themed bar on popular party 
street Xingsheng Lu – and asked staff to remove the sign, 
which read ‘Decline foreigners’ in English. The notice ad-
ditionally stated ‘[We] politely refuse foreigners from enter-
ing’ in traditional Chinese characters. The sign did not go 
unnoticed by foreigners living near Mr. Pilot, and a number 
of expats took to social media to voice their issues with the 
alleged ban on non-Chinese customers. “I called the govern-
ment service hotline to complain about the sign, not be-
cause I felt discriminated against personally as a foreigner, 
but because I felt it damages Guangzhou’s image as an open 
and inclusive city,” one concerned Xingsheng Lu resident 
told That’s at the time. “The person who took my complaint 
was very helpful and understanding.”

AD

AROUND TOWN

WIN! One Free Copy of The Golden 
Forks: A Greater Bay Area Dining Guide 
2019-2020
We’ve heard, we’ve listened and we’ve responded: You wanted a food 
guide by local experts, a guide that looks beyond Cantonese food to ex-
amine the amazing range of world cuisines available in the Greater Bay 
Area – and now we’ve delivered with our first-ever foodie guide book: The 
Golden Forks: A Greater Bay Area Dining Guide 2019-2020. Our compre-
hensive dining and drinking guide informs expats, visitors and locals alike 
on the myriad of food and beverage options available in the Greater Bay 
Area. From Indian food to German, Italian, French, Mexican and American-
style cuisines, we have you covered in our 141-page perfectly-bound book. 
If you’re a foodie living in or visiting the Greater Bay Area, consider this 
book your essential companion! Win a free copy by messaging your name, 
phone number and favorite restaurant to our official WeChat account (ID: 
ThatsGuangzhou).

To purchase a copy, head over to thmart.com.cn

E D I T O R . G B A @ U R B A N A T O M Y . C O M



Four Shops to Grab Dope Dumplings in Guangzhou
By Tristin Zhang 

JIAOZI-ING AROUND 
E A T  &  D R I N K  |  F E A T U R E

On both sides of a backstreet in the Wuyangcun area, Ju Rong 
Dumpling Shops greets visitors with its catchy green sign and bright 
red Chinese characters, bustling with a motley crew of Cantonese old-
timers, students, white-collar workers and a food delivery squad. For 
over two decades, the yellow board serving as its menu has faded and 
the price tags have been scraped and relabeled more times than we 
care to count. The long queue that snakes away from the restaurant’s 
entrance each evening at dinnertime is evidence of its popularity, 
which can be largely credited to the toothsome array of dumplings 
served here. Beef-filled dumplings are a hot menu item, having sold 
out by 7pm on the evening we visited. The Chinese green onion and 
pork dumplings, though, are not a lesser option and were worth every 
minute we had to wait for a seat. Patrons can concoct their own dump-
ling dipping sauce using chili paste, mashed garlic, soybean sauce and 
black vinegar. Additionally, for those looking to cook their own dump-
lings, a store next door sells ready-to-cook dumplings.

Along the wall in the stairwell leading up to Manchurian 1993, photos of 
celebrities kickin’ it with staff from the restaurant’s numerous chain lo-
cations across China are proudly displayed. The restaurant specializes in 
unpretentious cuisine from China’s Northeast, including stewed chicken 
and mushrooms and vegetables and pork in tofu wrappers. On its bilin-
gual Mandarin and English menu, diners will find dumplings with typi-
cal fillings such as egg and squash, celery and pork, Chinese chives and 
pork, beef and lamb. One notable special on the menu is the meat and 
veggie dumpling platters, which come with an assortment of dumplings 
with different fillings. Our top pick, though, is the unique chive, egg and 
shrimp dumplings, which are succulent and well-portioned. 

Price: RMB22 large portion, RMB12 small portion
37 Shiyou Nan Er Jie, Wuyangcun, Yuexiu District 越秀区寺右南二街37号 (8739 
9710) 

Price: RMB30 per order
F/1-3, Huayuan Building, 36 Tianhe Nan Er Lu, Tianhe District 天河区天河南二路36号
花园大厦1-3楼 (8750 1711, 8757 1507) 

JU RONG DUMPLING SHOPS (聚荣饺子店)

MANCHURIAN 1993 (东北人)  

Dumpling Shops greets visitors with its catchy green sign and bright Dumpling Shops greets visitors with its catchy green sign and bright Dumpling Shops greets visitors with its catchy green sign and bright 
red Chinese characters, bustling with a motley crew of Cantonese old-red Chinese characters, bustling with a motley crew of Cantonese old-red Chinese characters, bustling with a motley crew of Cantonese old-
timers, students, white-collar workers and a food delivery squad. For timers, students, white-collar workers and a food delivery squad. For 
over two decades, the yellow board serving as its menu has faded and over two decades, the yellow board serving as its menu has faded and 
the price tags have been scraped and relabeled more times than we 
care to count. The long queue that snakes away from the restaurant’s care to count. The long queue that snakes away from the restaurant’s 

which can be largely credited to the toothsome array of dumplings which can be largely credited to the toothsome array of dumplings 
served here. Beef-filled dumplings are a hot menu item, having sold served here. Beef-filled dumplings are a hot menu item, having sold 
out by 7pm on the evening we visited. The Chinese green onion and out by 7pm on the evening we visited. The Chinese green onion and 
pork dumplings, though, are not a lesser option and were worth every pork dumplings, though, are not a lesser option and were worth every 
minute we had to wait for a seat. Patrons can concoct their own dump-
ling dipping sauce using chili paste, mashed garlic, soybean sauce and 
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ZHU JIAO (煮饺) 

Located near Tiyu Xi Lu is a warren of streets lined by a 
diverse array of Chinese, Japanese and Western eateries 
soliciting patronage from the young and hip. One such 
restaurant is Zhu Jiao, or ‘cooking dumplings’ in English, 
which dishes out distinct dumpling variants, including an 
eggplant version in a purple wrapper and a green-skinned 
cucumber variety. The restaurant’s unembellished menu 
also includes several typical Northern-style appetizers to 
prep your stomach for a session of dumpling devouring. 
Low-profile and cheaply decorated, the family-run shop 
sells dumplings at reasonable prices. Diners are also able 
to prepare their own dipping sauce at Zhu Jiao’s condiment 
stall, which offers cilantro, a sesame sauce, smashed garlic 
and chili peppers, among various others. 

Prices: RMB20 per order
Shop No. 105, 29 Liuyun Yi Jie, Tianhe Nan Yi Lu, Tianhe District 天
河区天河南一路六运一街29号105铺 

Price: RMB12 per order 
696 Donghua Dong Lu, Yuexiu District 越秀区东华东路696号 (8760 
2225) 

FENFANG TIANPIN (芬芳甜品)  

Fenfang Tianpin began its days as a Cantonese dessert and 
snack food shop in Guangzhou’s Haizhu district in 1982. 
Since then, the shop has expanded and opened several 
other locations across the city. Among its glorious selec-
tion of menu items is the glutinous tangyuan, ice cream 
with mango and pomelo, the locally famous ‘double skin’ 
milk and almond cream. There’s also the highly sought-
after fried pork and Chinese chive dumplings, which are 
a must order. What gets us hooked on Fenfang’s fried 
dumplings is the generous filling and pleasant flavor when 
eaten with the house-made chili paste. Pair the dumplings 
with a mango tapioca to combat the oft-unpleasant odor of 
Chinese chives. 
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(RMB8/18) is a strong starter: Slightly crispy 
slices of warm pita bread accompanied by a 
substantial plate of tangy, refreshing tzatziki 
dip – the renowned, yogurt-based sauce made 
with cucumbers, garlic, salt, olive oil and as-
sorted herbs. 

Three pita wraps are available at Hellas 
Deli: The pork souvlaki wrap, chicken souvlaki 
wrap and zucchini patties souvlaki wrap, all 
of which come packed with tomatoes, on-
ions, French fries and tzatziki and cost a very 
reasonable RMB28. We sample the pork and 
zucchini pita wraps and both live up to our ex-
pectations – taste wise and portion wise. If we 
had to choose, we’d recommend the zucchini 
patties wrap, which will wow both vegetarians 
and meat eaters alike with its medley of tex-
tures and flavors.

A fan favorite among food lovers from 
around the globe, Greek salad (RMB36) is the 
perfect dish for a warm, sunny Guangzhou 
afternoon. Karagiovanis makes his salad the 
traditional way (no bell peppers here, folks), 
utilizing fresh tomatoes, cucumbers and 
crunchy red onions topped with hefty hunks 
of feta cheese and unpitted black olives that 
boast an intricate fruity flavor. 

Karagiovanis additionally recommends we 
sample the Greek-style meatballs (RMB32), 
which arrive tender, juicy and well-seasoned. 
Accompanied by fresh veggies, this four-ball 
dish is a must-order for discerning carnivores.

Hellas Deli also cooks up a couple of 

The Place
While some folks will tell you the city center 
is the best place in Guangzhou to dine on 
diverse, high-quality edibles, we beg to differ. 
Yes, there is an incredible array of restaurants 
in Guangzhou’s CBD, but we believe the real 
gems of the city’s dining scene lay hidden in 
the peripheral neighborhoods and districts, 
just waiting to be found. Hellas Deli, located 
along Haizhu district’s Gongye Dadao, is one 
such gem.

A small, nondescript eatery with limited 
seating, Hellas Deli specializes in authentic 
Greek cuisine – from succulent, juicy meatballs 
and souvlaki to pita bread, tzatziki and fresh 
salads. The ground floor of the restaurant has 
four tables, which can accommodate 18 peo-
ple, and is tastefully decorated with photos of 
the beautiful Mediterranean nation; the kitch-
en is located in the rear of the ground level. 

Guangzhou has been lacking a proper, 
authentic Greek restaurant (the ‘Greek eatery 
that shall not be named’ in Jiangnanxi is not 
– by our assessment – very traditional) and 
we’re beyond excited this worldly cuisine is 
now getting a little more attention in 
the city.

The Food 
Staff at Hellas Deli – led 
by proprietor and 
Greek transplant 
Dimitris Karagiovanis 
– specialize in tender 
meats, refreshing sal-
ads and zesty sauces. 
When we visit, short-
ly after the restau-
rant’s official opening 
in late November, we order 
two pita wraps, along with pita 
bread, tzatziki and a Greek salad. 

The pita bread with tzatziki 

spectacular Greek-style pasta dishes (pastitsio 
and moussaka) that are well worth an order, 
as well as a ham and vegetable pizza – a new 
edition to the menu (the dish was unavailable 
during out last visit). 

End your meal with a bowl of sour Greek 
yogurt drizzled with sweet, floral honey. Or, 
if you’re feeling adventurous, finish the feast 
with a shot of tsipouro imported from Greece 
(RMB18) and a black olive or two. (Beer and 
wine are available for casual tipplers.)

The Vibe
Karagiovanis is an unquestionably friendly 
man, and he does a great job of making the 
small confines of Hellas Deli feel both welcom-
ing and relaxed. He’s more than happy to rec-
ommend dishes, chat about his home country 
or share a toast. Greece may be a long way 
from Guangzhou, but Greek hospitality has 
never been closer.

Price: RMB70-100 
Who’s going: Spartans, in-the-know foodies, 
pita pals
Good for: authentic tastes of the Mediterranean, 
friendly service
Nearest metro:  Shixi (Exit B), 2 minutes’ walk

Open daily, 10am-10pm. 12 Mingcui Huayuan Er Jie, 
Gongye Dadao, Haizhu District 海珠区工业大道鸣翠
花园二街12号

HELLAS DELI
Food Fit for a Spartan
By Matthew Bossons

E A T  &  D R I N K  |  N E W  R E S T A U R A N T

Price: RMB70-100 
Who’s going: Spartans, in-the-know foodies, 
pita pals
Good for: authentic tastes of the Mediterranean, 
friendly service
Nearest metro:  Shixi (Exit B), 2 minutes’ walk
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presented, with chocolate powder, berries and 
a piece of white chocolate on top. A perfect 
endpiece to the set.

In addition to the set menu, Avila also 
recommends we sample one the eatery’s 
award-winning ‘Champion’ pizzas. We opt for 
the 2018 Champion (RMB119 for an 8-inch, 
RMB238 for a 12-inch), a dough disc topped 
with bresaola, rocket, mozzarella, Grana 
Padano, dried egg yolk and mushrooms and 
baked until slightly crispy. Once removed from 
the oven, the pizza is adorned with a giant, 
creamy ball of burrata – the crown jewel of 
the ’za. With a dynamic range of textures and 
a medley of flavors (umami, savory, bitter) 
this pizza is the highlight of our first Bella Vita 
experience. 

The Vibe
When we visit on a Monday evening, the space 
is partially full, but lively. Staff are greeting 
customers at the door and seating them, and 
friendly banter between feasting friends and 
family fills the space. With light colors utilized 
in the majority of the furnishings, the space 
is comfortable and warm, and we feel that an 
evening with a glass (or five) of wine and an 
award-winning pizza at Bella Vita is an even-
ing well spent.

Price: RMB250-300 
Who’s going: Foshan’s F&B crowd, families, 
friends of Tony
Good for: decadent tiramisu, family gatherings, 
world-class pizzas
Nearest metro: Guangzhou South Railway 
Station, 20 minutes’ drive

Open daily, 10am-9pm. Shop G28, 2/F, Florentia 
Village, Kuiqi Lu, Chancheng District, Foshan 佛

山市禅城区魁奇路佛罗伦萨小镇
购物中心二楼G28单元 

(0757-8512 1112)

The Place
While Foshan’s Florentia Village is by no 
means close to Guangzhou, a new eatery in the 
shopping complex recently caught our atten-
tion: Bella Vita. An Italian-owned restaurant 
managed by longtime South China F&B vet-
eran Tony Avila, Bella Vita is a well-appointed 
space that is accommodating to a range of 
dining occasions, from family dinners and date 
nights to workplace team building. Foshan’s 
Bella Vita is the third branch of the restaurant 
in China, after Shanghai and Tianjin, although 
new locations are expected to open in the not-
so-distant future.  

The Food
While good ‘ol Canton is by no means 
lacking when it comes to quality Italian 
food, Bella Vita’s edibles are truly some-
thing special and make a visit worth the 
one-hour Didi journey. 

So, what to order? We dove into the sig-
nature set menu (RMB419), which includes 
tagliata di manzo, tonno, fusilli alla Norcia, pa-
tatine fritte and the Bella Vita tiramisu. 

The tonno, a tuna and boriotti beans salad 
with a half-boiled egg, olives and romaine let-
tuce is filling for a salad, helped in large part 
by the hearty portion of tuna included in the 
dish. A fantastic start to the meal. While we 
enjoyed the patatine fritte, aka French fries, 
we found them relatively standard and the 
least impressive of the items included in the 
set menu.

From there, we move on to the fusilli 
alla Norcia, a scrumptious pasta dish that is 
among our topic picks at Bella Vita. Made with 
sauteed fusilli and a truffle and pork sausage 
cream, we are hooked by its bold umami 
flavors and gentle mouthfeel. The tagliata di 
manzo, which is passionately touted by Avila, 
is the meal’s centerpiece and is prepared with 
250 grams of Australian rib eye with rocket, 
Grana Padano and a sweet balsamic reduction. 
While we are by no means steak connoisseurs, 
the meat is cooked as per our medium-rare 
preference and has a near-melt-in-your-mouth 
consistency. The roasted tomatoes that ac-
company the finely sliced slab of meat are also 
noteworthy for their sweet flavor and soft 
texture.

The tiramisu is as sweet as it is beautifully 

BELLA VITA
Feastin’ in Florentia 
By Matthew Bossons
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There’s a growing number of reasons 
to pay a visit to Yangji, with gin bars, 
siu mei slash cocktail lounges and 

more opening up around 
the neighborhood in 
recent months. The 
newest tenant: A craft 
beer-focused bar that 
serves quality suds at 
relatively low prices. 

Xiang Zhan Bar 
(which roughly trans-
lates to ‘Enjoy Station/
Standing’) is all about 
beer. In fact, on our most 
recent visit, one of the 
partners tells us they 
don’t even sell food, just 
ice-cold brews. (Future 
plans do include adding 
bar snacks, however.) The 

brand is franchise-owned 
and boasts locations 
from Hangzhou and 

Wuhan to Shenzhen 

and now, Guangzhou. 
While craft beer bars have become 

more prevalent throughout Canton, Xiang 
Zhan stands out – to us, anyway – due to its 
price point. The menu offers medium (330 
milliliters) and large-sized (650 milliliters) 
glasses of brew for as low as RMB12, in-
cluding Tsingtao, Belgian-style ales, as well 
as several craft beers from Chinese brewer-
ies. We test out the Lizard ‘Mouth Water’ 
IPA (RMB19/36) and a personal favorite 
– Fat Dolma (RMB28/52) from Shangri-
La Highland Craft Brewery. The IPA has a 
pleasant citrusy taste while the Fat Dolma 
on draft provides the same malt and honey 
aroma with hints of banana and mango that 
we’ve come to love.

Although the bar is compact and nar-
row, seating is plentiful throughout the 
inside of the venue and outdoor tables are 
available for those who wish to take in the 
sights and sounds of the neighborhood. 

Another unique feature of the establish-
ment: takeaway booze. Though we didn’t 

XIANG ZHAN BAR
Takeaway Booze
Ryan Gandolfo

take any beer for the road on our visit, it 
really is the ultimate bang for your buck, 
as you can fill up a 1-liter container of your 
preferred brew for the same price as a large 
glass of beer. Massive containers are at-
tached next to each of the bar’s taps, ready 
to be taken away for a night of debauchery.

We see Xiang Zhan bar as a prime place 
to go if you’re running low on kuai but still 
want to socialize with Karen and the gang.

Price: RMB55
Who’s going: Yangjites, craft beer fans, penny 
pinchers
Good for: reasonably priced suds, takeaway 
beer 
Nearest metro: Yangji (Exit B), 10 minutes’ 
walk

Open daily, 11-2am. Shop No. 127, 5 Xiongzhen Waijie, 
Yuexiu District 越秀区雄镇外街5号127号铺 (181 0275 
3036)
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Channeling the vintage appeal that’s 
prominently displayed in AMC’s 
award-winning series Mad Men, Out 

of Office (called 老板不在 in Chinese) is a 
welcome haven for the after-work drink-
ing crowd. Tucked away on the 10th floor 
of China Plaza in Yuexiu, patrons will find 
this speakeasy accessible through a small 
office with floor-to-ceiling windows and a 
typewriter sitting on a large wooden desk. 
(You’ll first need to enter Hoppo House and 
turn right, the ’60s themed office will be on 
the left.)

Once you venture into the office and 
through the door, you’ll see a well-lit bar on 
the right-hand side of the space, and office-
style furnishings filling the cozy establish-
ment. Along the back wall are desk-inspired 
tables for private chats, while the middle 
of the room consists of comfy, cushioned 
chairs. A private corner office space is also 
available for smokers – or executives pitch-
ing the next big advertisement campaign. (If 
you haven’t watched Mad Men, you should 
probably check it out before coming here.)

Moving on to Out of Office’s menu, 

guests will find a range of signature cock-
tails, spirits, wine and a couple of beer op-
tions on hand. But, being a classy joint and 
having clocked out after a long workday, we 
sample the Mr. Draper (RMB95) and Live 
or Let Rye (RMB110). Both drinks come 
finely crafted, meeting our expectations for 
artisanal alcoholic beverages. Presented 
in a mini briefcase with a flask to pour the 
drink and vapor flowing out upon opening, 
Mr. Draper is a take on advertising guru 
Don Draper’s cocktail of choice: the Old 
Fashioned. 

With Oreo cereal-infused Rebel Yell 
bourbon, we’re not sure what to expect, 
but are pleasantly surprised – indulging 
in a hint of cherry and orange zest that’s 
beloved by fans of this time-honored drink. 
The Live or Let Rye is another option to 
write home about – Rebel Yell bourbon is 
matched with Campari and orange juice 
to create a powerful concoction full of 
boozy goodness, and is notably one of their 
stronger selections, alcohol-wise. The bar 
also serves edibles, ranging from fried 
chicken wings to fries and other small eats.

N E W  B A R   |  E A T  &  D R I N K

OUT OF OFFICE 
Cocktail Pitches

Ryan Gandolfo

At Out of Office, the vibe is just right, 
with dim lighting throughout the space and 
classic tunes playing overhead to recreate 
both the visual and auditory experience of 
drinking in the office during the ’60s. 

As a whole, Out of Office comes off 
less like a gimmick and more like a proper 
drinking establishment that’s picked a 
theme and executed it well. We’ll certainly 
be back again – next time the laoban clocks 
out early.

Price: RMB100 per drink
Who’s going: people with jobs, cocktail connois-
seurs
Good for: vintage vibes, quality drinks
Nearest metro: Martyrs Park (Exit D), 7 min-
utes’ walk 

Open daily, 6pm-2am. 10/F, China Plaza (Take 
elevator outside north gate), Zhongshan San Lu, 
Yuexiu District 越秀区中山三路中华广场10楼 (北门观
光梯) (191 2866 1761) 
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SEE

  Aurélie Dupont Ballet   Cantonese Opera Screening 

  Swan Lake   The Echo of Clay Exhibition 

Paris Opera Ballet’s starry ballerina Aurélie Dupont will visit Guangzhou with 
an elite ballet squad to stage a 10-program performance. A wonder of France’s 
ballet scene, Dupont has been in the role of lead dancer of the world-re-
nowned ballet troupe since the 1990s. Ballet appreciators can catch this all-star 
lineup representing the creme de le creme in the realm of ballet at Guangzhou 
Opera House this January. 
Mon Jan 6, 7.30pm; RMB80-680. Guangzhou Opera House, 1 Zhujiang Xi Lu, 
Tianhe District 天河区珠江西路1号广州大剧院 (gzdjy.org) 

Having been active on stage across the Middle Kingdom for 45 years, 
Cantonese opera maven Ding Fan is well known. A total of eight programs will 
be screened at this event as a shout-out to Ding’s legendary career. Come for 
an evening to bear witness to this grand Cantonese theater tradition. 
Tue Jan 7, 7.30pm; RMB80-380. Guangdong Cantonese Opera Arts Theater, 703 
Dongfeng Dong Lu, Yuexiu District 越秀区东风东路703号广东粤剧艺术中心 (damai.
cn) 

Over the last 20 years, the Russian State Ballet Theater has remained one of the 
leading ballet companies in Russia, enjoying international acclaim. Its reper-
toire includes classical ballet masterpieces as well as some of the world’s finest 
examples of modern choreography. With its elaborate costumes, vivid set and 
breathtaking stunts, Swan Lake promises audiences a world-class experience.
Thu Jan 9, 8pm; RMB80-480. Guangdong Arts Theater, 1229 Guangzhou Dadao 
Zhong, Tianhe District 天河区广州大道中1229号广东艺术中心 (damai.cn)

Expect a lively and diverse exhibit of ceramic art this month in Guangzhou’s Kui 
Yuan Gallery. Six ceramic artists, who all come from prestigious art institutions, 
will come together to showcase a beautiful collection of ceramic masterpieces.  
Tue-Sun until Feb 9, 11am-8pm; free entry. Kui Yuan Gallery, 9 Xuguyuan Lu, Yuexiu 
District 越秀区恤孤院路9号逵园艺术馆 
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TA STE

  Chinese New Year’s Eve Dinner 

  Caffe Mondo Weekend Brunch 

Dinner on Spring Festival Eve is without a doubt the most important meal 
of the year for Chinese families. Dine at Four Seasons Hotel Guangzhou’s 
banquet hall on this special occasion, and be treated to an array of fun 
activities and amazing edibles. The luxury hotel is preparing a Cantonese-
themed dinner featuring a suckling pig platter, roasted chicken, lobster 
braised with cheese and various other festive eats. The dinner will be ac-
companied by a traditional lion dance, Chinese calligraphy, paper cutting 
and photo shoots in Peking Opera costumes, among other activities. There 
will also be a lucky draw, with prizes including hotel stays at different Four 
Seasons establishments across China. 
Fri Jan 24; RMB6,688 plus 10% for a table of 8-10 people. 3/F, Four Seasons Hotel 
Guangzhou, 5 Zhujiang Xi Lu, Tianhe District 天河区珠江西路5号广州四季酒店 
(8883 3727) 

Spend a leisurely weekend at Caffe Mondo, which serves up a sumptuous 
brunch featuring toothsome Italian dishes and Asian specialties. Expect 
fresh seafood, Italian pasta and pizza, a carving station plus a wide range of 
authentic regional goodies from Italy. 
Sat-Sun ongoing, 6.30am-11pm; RMB388 plus 15%, including juices and soft 
drinks, RMB588 plus 15%, including juices, soft drinks, sparkling wine, house wine 
and local beers. Caffe Mondo, 72/F, Four Seasons Hotel Guangzhou, 5 Zhujiang Xi 
Lu, Tianhe District 天河区珠江西路5号广州四季酒店71楼意珍 (8883 3373) 

  Blue Man Group 

  From Rembrandt to Monet Exhibition 

Blue Man Group is bringing their wildly popular and award-winning produc-
tion to Guangzhou once again. Having performed for almost 30 years, Blue 
Man Group’s shows have been witnessed by more than 35 million audience 
members in over 15 countries. Presenting a synthesis of comedy, theater, 
rock and dance, the highly engaging performances combine science, music 
and vibrant visual effects to provide audiences with a fully immersive audio-
visual experience.
Thu-Sun Jan 9-12, 2.30pm/7.30pm; RMB399-799. Guangzhou Opera House, 1 
Zhujiang Xi Lu, Tianhe District 天河区珠江西路1号广州大剧院 (gzdjy.org)

Straight from Indianapolis Museum of Art, a total of 60 works by big name art-
ists such as Monet, Rembrandt, Goya and Gauguin will be displayed in this ex-
hibit, offering audiences a glimpse into the art worlds of the early Renaissance 
and French impressionism that influenced Europe until the 19th century. 
Tue-Sun ongoing, 9am-5pm; RMB50. Guangdong Museum, 2 Zhujiang Dong Lu, 
Zhujiang Xincheng, Tianhe District 天河区珠江新城珠江东路2号广东博物馆 (gdmu-
seum.com)
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HEAR

  Space Station Post-Rock   Akiko Suwanai Violin

  Neun Welten Rock   Beethoven by Chen Pi-hsien Classical Music 

Space Station’s slow rhythm and delay contribute heavily to their musical aes-
thetic, which is well demonstrated in their latest album – Home, Destiny and the 
Mist from the Beginning of This Century. The Guangzhou-based band will share 
the stage with Shenzhen post-rock outfit Salty Air at T:union on January 4.
Sat Jan 4, 8.30pm; RMB80 presale, RMB100 regular, RMB150 VIP. T:union, 361-365 
Guangzhou Dadao Zhong, Yuexiu District 越秀区广州大道中361-365号东方花苑1层
凸空间 (showstart.com)

At the age of 18, Japanese violinist Akiko Suwanai claimed first place at the 
International Tchaikovsky Competition, becoming the youngest musician to 
do so. Her prowess was further refined at Juilliard School of Music and Berlin 
University of the Arts. In her two days of performances in Guangzhou, Suwanai 
will play prominent works by Brahms, Schumann, Dvorak and Franck. 
Sat-Sun Jan 4-5, 7.30pm; RMB380/580. Guangzhou Opera House, 1 Zhujiang Xi Lu, 
Tianhe District 天河区珠江西路1号广州大剧院 (gzdjy.org) 

Neun Welten, meaning ‘nine worlds’ in German, are a German musical group 
that incorporates instrumental, acoustic, traditional and dark folk into their 
music. Although composed of dark folk, their melodies are dreamy, playful and 
incorporate classical elements. Their 2017 album, The Sea I’m Diving In, has 
been described as a theatrical album and  “vast, elegantly experimental and 
cool as hell” by Sputnik music.
Sat Jan 11, 8.30-10pm; RMB90 presale, RMB130 at the door. T:union, 361-365 
Guangzhou Dadao Zhong, Yuexiu District 越秀区广州大道中361-365号东方花苑1层
凸空间 (247tickets.com)

In celebration of Ludwig Beethoven’s birth 250 years ago, Taiwanese pianist 
Chen Pi-hsien will stage a classical music concert at Xinghai Concert Hall this 
month. She previously lived in Germany, where she studied under reputable 
pianists at the Cologne University of Music and taught piano. Enjoy Beethoven 
in four programs at this concert.  
Sat Jan 18, 8pm; RMB680/880. Xinghai Concert Hall, 33 Qingbo Lu, Ersha Island, 
Yuexiu District 越秀区二沙岛晴波路33号星海音乐厅 (ticket-easy.cn) 
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HONG KONG & MACAO CALENDAR
HK MO

JAN 9-12
THU-SUN 

2020 Greater Bay Area Cup Regatta 
& Macau Cup International Regatta, 
various times and locations. Visit ma-
caoregatta.com for more information 
This international regatta event, 
organized by Macao’s Sports 
Bureau together with Across Four 
Oceans Sailing Event Management, 
will see sailing teams from around 
the world cruise along the city’s 
76.7-kilometer coastline. Over the 
course of the event, there’ll be two 
races, one championship and a 
fleet parade. 

 

JAN 10-19 
FRI-SUN

19th Macao City Fringe Festival,  
various times and locations; 
MOP80/120 (macauticket.com)
Featuring a wide range of artistic 
performances, the annual Macao 
City Fringe Festival allows artists to 
submit and share their works with 
the public. Spectators can also join 
in a number of activities, lectures 
and workshops to develop their 
knowledge of different art styles 
and fields. For more information, 
visit macaucityfringe.gov.mo. 

JAN 27 & FEB 1
MON & SAT  

Chinese New Year Parade, time 
TBD; free admission. Macao Science 
Center, Sai Van Lake Square
This parade is one of the major 
Chinese New Year festivities in 
Macao, taking place at two loca-
tions on different dates, with the 
participation of over a dozen 
parade floats and more than 1,000 
performers hailing from around 
the globe. Come explore Macao’s 
cultural gems while enjoying stage 
performances and a fireworks 
display.  

UNTIL FEB 9
DAILY 

Move! Into the Wildlife, noon-8pm; 
MOP120. Broadway Macao (macau-
ticket.com) 
This exhibition allows visitors to 
experience the world through 
the eyes of different animals, 
from beetles and butterflies to 
penguins. Through emulation, the 
exhibition asks the audience to be-
come the subject of the story and 
journey through the lifecycle of a 
particular animal. It’s certainly a 
unique and educational experience 
for the little ones. 

JAN 9-12
THU-SUN

Hong Kong Open, all day; Jan 9-10, 
free entry; Jan 11-12, HKD400. The 
Hong Kong Golf Club, Fanling (the-
hongkongopen.com)
After being postponed last month, 
professional golf returns to the 
Fragrant Harbor, with 120 players 
teeing up to win the USD1 million 
prize purse. If you’ve ever been 
to a golf tournament, you’ll know 
it can turn into a boozy affair for 
spectators. Bring the wolf pack 
and make a weekend out of one 
of Hong Kong’s longest standing 
professional sporting events.

JAN 14
TUE

Of Monsters and Men, 8.30pm; 
starting from HKD949. MacPherson 
Stadium (stubhub.com)
Notorious for getting stuck on 
repeat in your head, indie folk 
slash pop band Of Monsters and 
Men’s songs drum up all kinds of 
emotions for listeners. Founded 
in Reykjavik, Iceland, the talented 
musical group impressed millions 
of music fans with their 2011 de-
but album My Head Is An Animal, 
which saw lead single ‘Little Talks’ 
utterly dominate the airwaves. 
Check out some of the new tunes 
from their latest album, Fever 
Dream, which was released in July. 

JAN 14-15
VARIOUS DATES

Asia Hemp Comprehensive Expo, 
8.30pm, Jan 14 till 11.30pm, Jan 
15; HKD146-687. Personal Club in 
Victoria Harbor, Wanchai Pier (event-
brite.com) 
Interested in hemp? If so, there’s 
arguably no better place in Asia to 
get your fix of hemp products than 
at the Asia Hemp Comprehensive 
Expo in Hong Kong this month. 
With more than 100 exhibitors 
introducing global high-quality 
CBD products, there’s a lot to learn 
about this burgeoning industry. 
The expo also includes a summit 
and roadshow, where all things 
hemp will be discussed by industry 
leaders. Hooray for hemp! 

JAN 19-25
SUN-SAT

Flower Markets 2020, various times 
and places; free entry. Victoria Park 
and Fa Hui Park (Discoverhongkong.
com)
Ever meet someone who doesn’t 
like flowers? We didn’t think so. 
Hong Kong’s flower markets are 
a great way to celebrate Spring 
Festival, with different parks show-
ing off idyllic orchids and other 
special blooms. The sweet aroma 
of the plants will put your mind at 
ease while your friend Meg snaps 
photos for the ’gram – #like4like.
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HOTEL NEWS 
NEWS

Park Hyatt Masters of Food and Wine Event a Stunning Success  

Park Hyatt Guangzhou once again hosted its Master of Food and Wine celebra-
tion from November 4-10, 2019; the event put a focus on artisanship, organic 
vegetables and wine. The city’s gourmets were invited to exclusive lunches, 
dinners and interactive classes – tasting extraordinary wine and fried tea.

Rosewood Guangzhou Opens Its Doors to Guests 

Rosewood Hotels & Resorts’ second urban location on the Chinese mainland, 
Rosewood Guangzhou, opened its doors to guests this past fall. Located on the 
top 39 floors of the 108-story CTF Finance Centre, the hospitality establishment 
boasts a modern urban luxury lifestyle. 

Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony Held at The Westin Pazhou 

On November 28, a Christmas tree lighting ceremony was held at The Westin 
Pazhou. The event, sponsored by Lululemon, the Wilber Foundation and 
Utahloy International School Guangzhou, featured a yoga workout session, 
street dance performance and Christmas carols. 

Langham Place, Guangzhou Uses Sustainable Christmas Tree 

Last month, Langham Place, Guangzhou unveiled their sustainable, self-
constructed Christmas tree made from over 2,500 used shampoo and lotion 
containers. The unique holiday decoration was displayed in the hotel’s lobby 
over the holiday season. 
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One-Night Villa Stay in 
Idyllic Linshan

Enjoy a memorable getaway at the stun-
ning Core Fire Villa, Linshan hotel in Linshan, 
Zhejiang province anytime between now and 
May 31, 2020 for only RMB899 per night. This 
package includes complementary daily break-
fasts for two adults and one child, welcome 
fruit and drink offerings, afternoon tea, two 
admission tickets to the Baoguo Temple and 
two ‘goodnight soups.’ Consider this vaca-
tion package the perfect excuse to escape 
Guangzhou or Shenzhen and head north for a 
relaxing getaway.

Two Treks in Yunnan You Have to 
Do

You’ve likely heard of Tiger Leaping Gorge in Yunnan, 
but you may not have heard of Yubeng village. This 
small settlement is relatively unknown in Yunnan 
province, thanks to its secluded and hidden location. 
Situated at the foot of Meili Snow Mountain Range, 
Yubeng village is extremely inaccessible from the out-
side world: It takes one whole day to trek to the village 
from the closest paved road. This isolation is what 
makes Yubeng village and its surroundings extremely 
beautiful and a worthy hike. Looking to check out 
Yubeng village for yourself? We are currently offering 
seven- and nine-day hikes that visit the village and its 
surrounding areas for RMB4,100-4,600.

For booking and further in-
formation, scan the QR code:

For booking and a detailed 
itinerary, scan the QR code:

TRAVEL DEALS
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(Presented by               and                     )
That’s Craft Beer & Music Funfest 

Held over two days, the Craft Beer and Music Funfest featured lively tunes by students from five schools, a rockin’ DJ and live bands. The stellar lineup 
of breweries included Carlsberg, Duvel Moortgat, Jing A, Brooklyn Lager, Grimbergen, Lancaster, Vedett, 21 Jag Hops Typhoon, Devils, The Strand and 
plenty more. Quality educators like the Canadian International School of Guangzhou were there to answer questions about their curriculums, while 
Guangzhou Grocery ensured that attendees got their fix of slimline tonic and other essentials. Good food was in abundance too, with the likes of The 
Happy Monk, Mado, Mellow Pub and Shahenshah, among others, dishing out delicious eats. 

Blockbuster doesn’t even begin to describe AmCham’s grandiose Winter Ball on December 7 at the one and only LN Garden Hotel, Guangzhou. 
Themed ‘Peace & Love,’ the winter ball summoned the city’s chicest trendsetters to experience captivating performances, fine wine and food 
and, last but not least, two rounds of a grand lucky draw. The event was a true celebration of AmCham’s 20 years of heritage in the city.

CITY SCENES

AmCham Winter Ball 2019 
(Supported by               and                     )
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(Supported by               and                     )
Canton Tower Christmas Lighting Ceremony Captivating’s 3rd Annual Santa Run

Accompanied by the melodic singing of a choir, a Christmas tree light-
ing ceremony was held at the Canton Tower on November 25, with the 
structure illuminated in red and green. 2019 was the eighth year that the 
Guangzhou landmark was lit up for Christmas. 

A total of 700 participants and 50 volunteers donned red shirts, hats and 
Santa costumes to run (or walk) around the Shenzhen Bay walkway on 
December 7. This charity run was aimed at raising funds to support the 
work of Captivating and its Chinese registered charity partners through 
the Shenzhen Charity Federation. Programs include educational support 
for young girls who have dropped out of school, the ‘My First Job Program,’ 
health training, as well as animal husbandry lessons for families, giving 
them the chance to grow a business and lift themselves out of poverty.

Canadian International School Guangzhou (CIS) welcomed over 750 
families to their 2019 winter festival. More than 70 booths set up by 
the CIS community provided guests with various activities to take part 
in. Handcrafts and food and beverage stations were also available for 
visitors to browse. Additionally, CIS teachers brought out the best of the 
school’s curriculum to challenge the families in attendance.

Blessed with cool (but not too cold) festive weather, the British 
Chamber of Commerce Guangdong hosted its 2019 Guangzhou 
Christmas Gala Dinner on December 6 at LN Garden Hotel. It was a 
time to reflect and celebrate the year with members, friends, partners 
and the wider community. The 2019 Guangzhou BritCham Christmas 
Gala Dinner was a sell-out event, with additional tables added last-
minute to accommodate the rush of people who didn’t want to miss 
the holiday together.

(Supported by               )
British Chamber of Commerce Christmas Dinner 

CITY SCENES

CIS Winter Festival 
(Supported by               and                     )

(Supported by               and                     )
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GBA FOCUS

On December 11, a charity event was held at iBorn Women’s and Children’s Hospital, 
which raised RMB120,000 to advocate for the health benefits of breastfeeding and 
proper breastfeeding practices. Additionally, public classes were offered to advance 

breastfeeding knowledge.

On the evening of December 18, in celebration of the eighth anniversary of Lang Lang 
Music World, a masterclass of Lang Lang was held in the Grand Ballroom of Kempinski 
Hotel Shenzhen. Six hundred piano teachers, students, families and hotel clients en-

joyed classical piano pieces from the students of Lang Lang Music World.

Renowned private school Harrow 
School, London mesmerized an 
audience of over 1,000 people on 

December 14 with a delightful chamber 
orchestra performance in Zhuhai. Hosted as 
part of a Harrow Education Showcase, the 
orchestra played a repertoire ranging from 
Mozart to contemporary British composers. 
Each piece was accompanied by an informa-
tive interlude, with senior staff detailing the 
outstanding aspects of Harrow’s education 
that successfully cultivated some of the most 
well-known world leaders and influenc-
ers. Harrow International School Shenzhen 
Qianhai and Harrow Innovation Leadership 
Academy Zhuhai will open in August 2020.

As part of this year’s Guangzhou 
International Documentary Film 
Festival, The Thirteen Hongs, billed 

as “China’s first reality experiential history 
documentary,” was screened to 200 audience 
members on December 10. 

Sponsored by Galaxy Entertainment 
Group for the past 16 years, the Macao 
International Marathon 2019, which 

was held on December 1, saw 12,000 partici-
pants hailing from around the world. 



AD
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LISTINGS Scan for complete listings
Want to see all restaurants, hotels and more in 
Guangzhou? Check out www.thatsmags.com or follow 
our official WeChat account by scanning the QR code.

FOOD & DRINK

Join the Bravo Mug Club to enjoy the fol-
lowing benefits: 1) points earned on every 
RMB1 spent at Bravo; 2) an exclusive 
pint glass; 3) four E-vouchers that can be 
redeemed for house brewed beer; and so 
much more! Annual membership costs 
RMB288. Visit Bravo for more details.

 Bravo Shop 114-115, 6 Huajiu 
Lu, Zhujiang Xincheng, Tianhe District 
天 区 江新城华 路 号

Buongiorno 1) 3/F, Yi An Plaza, 33 Ji-
anshe Liu Malu, Yuexiu District (8363 
3587); 2) A7, Xinshijie Haoyuan Diyi Ju, 
168 Dongcheng Nan Lu, Dongguan (0769 
2339 6499) 

意大 区建 马路 安广
楼 市 城南路 号新 第一

号

Element Fresh 1) Shop L302, TaiKoo 
Hui, 383 Tianhe Lu, Tianhe District 
(3808 8506); 2) G/F, 42 Qingfeng Jie, 
Zhujiang Xincheng, Tianhe District 
(3828 8482) 
新元 天 区天 路 号 广

天 区 江新城 街 号 层

Gail’s American Cuisine & Bar Shop 11, 
2/F, 6 Xingsheng Lu, Tianhe District (8928 
0920, 3759 4226) 
天 区 路 号 君 楼

Happy Monk 1) Back of Yi'an Plaza, Jian-
she  Wu Malu, Yuexiu District (8376 5597) 
; 2) No. 109, 7Xingsheng Lu, Zhujiang 
Xincheng, Tianhe District (3877 8679); 
3) Outdoor Plaza, Happy Valley Mall, 36 
Machang Lu, Tianhe District (3832 5317)

区建 五马路 安广 天 区
江新城 路 号 号 天 区 江新城
马 路 号 新天地 广

Hooley’s Irish Pub and Restaurant 1)101, 8 
Xingsheng Lu, Zhujiang Xincheng, Tianhe 
District (3886 2675); 2)Section 2, Yijia 
Yuan, 7 Xingzhongdao, Zhongshan 
爱 西 天 区 江新城 路 号
中 市 中 号 苑

Morgan’s Public House Traditional 
English style bar that fosters a cosy in-
timate atmosphere. Both Taverns offer 
an extensive menu of Western favorites 
and different theme nights throughout 
the whole week.
Poly 108, 6 Huajiu Lu, Zhujiang Xincheng, 
Tianhe District (8550 3038)

天 区 江新城华 路 号 公
 
Oggi Pizzeria 1) Shop 119, 8 Xingsheng Lu, 
Tianhe District (3805 1282); 4) 1 Tianlun 
Garden, Jianshe 4 Lu,Yuexiu District (8356 
1196) www.oggirestaurant.com

西 天 区 路 号
区建 马路天 层

Polaris Bar and Dining  Address: 87 

Huangpu Dadao Xi, Tianhe District. 
天 区黄 大 西 号

Rebel Rebel 42 Tiyu Dong Lu, Tianhe Dis-
trict (8520 1579)
天 区 路 号

Slow Life An organic, health-conscious 
Western restaurant that excels in Spanish 
cuisine, Slow Life aims to be a place where 
guests can take a break from their busy 
schedules to visit with friends and fam-
ily over a feast of delicious fusion dishes. 
Shop 107, 1/F, Gaozhi Dasha, 120 Huangpu 
Dadao Xi, Tianhe District; Shop 205, 2/F, 
Kaihua International Center, 5 Xiancun Lu, 
Tianhe District  
天 区黄 大 西 号 大 层

天 区 路 号 华
国际中心 楼

Summer House Directly behind the 
Marriage House, Xietian Li, Lingnan Tiandi, 
Chancheng District, Foshan (133 9223 
6374, www.summerhouse.com.cn) 

市 城区 南天地 天
天地 号  
 
Sultan Restaurant Turkish BBQ 
1) 1-3/F, 367 Huanshi Dong Lu, between 
Baiyun Hotel and Friendship Store, 
Yuexiu District (8349 4170, 8349 4171); 
2) Shop 102 & 114, Zhonghai Jinghui 
Huating, 31 Xingsheng Lu, Zhujiang 
Xincheng, TianHe District(3801 5002)

区 市 路 号
楼 白云 与 商 位 广州市

天 区 江新城 路 号中海 华 期商

Tairyo Teppanyaki 1) 2/F, Zhizhunhui, 
263 Huasui Lu, Zhujiang Xincheng, 
Tianhe Dis- trict (8559 8937); 2) 2/F, 
Guangyi Bldg, 34- 38 Huale Lu, Yuexiu 
District (8360 1371) 
大 江新城华 路 号 楼

区华 路 号广 大 楼

Zapata’s Shop A21 Party Pier, Located 
in Party Pier, just a stone's throw away 
from the Canton Fair complex, the hot 
venue also comes with an outstanding riv-
erside terrace, which is perfect for an eve-
ning of drunken merrymaking. Yuejiang Xi 
Lu, Haizhu District (8977 9596)
海 区阅江西路 江 厂 文化区

HEALTH 
All Smile - Dr. Lu Int’l Dental Clinic Rm 
603-604, 6/F, Metro Plaza, 183 Tianhe Bei 
Lu (24-hour hotline: 8755 3380). Mon-Sat 
9am-6pm (other times by appointment) 
大 天 北路 号大 广 楼

 
Bellaire International Clinic  Rm 302D, Fuli 
Park, 28 Machang Lu  (3891 0511/ 24-hr 
152 1881 8990),  Bellaireclinic.com 

所 天 区 江新城马 路 公
商 区

Deron Dental 3905-3909/F, Tianying Plaza 
East Tower, No.222 Xingming Lu, Tianhe 
(3886 4821,www.kaiyiyk.com) 
德 所 广州市天 区 民路 号天 广

楼

Dr. Sherily Xiao Master of Medicine. 
23years in TCM & Acupuncture & Physio-
therapy  & Massage in Clinic and Classes 
5 years International Clinic Experience. 
Only for appointment. Nr.3 Jian She Wu 
Ma Road De An Building Yue Xiu District 
Guangzhou（Tel: 137 1052 6617;  E-mail: 
xiaoshuilan@hotmail.com)
广州市 区建 五马路 号德安大

Eur Am Medical & Dental Center 1/F, 
North Tower, Ocean Pearl Bldg, 19 Huali 
Lu, Zhujiang Xincheng (3758 5328, 24-
hr urgent care: 137 1041 3347, www.
eurammedicalcenter.com)
广州康 江新城华 路 号 大
北 层

Guangzhou Narcotics Anonymous Meetings: 
Monday 6.30pm and Friday 7pm. (For help: 
188 9857 0042 (French, Chinese & English), 
133 3287 0750 (Persian), 185 8876 4470 (Eng-
lish), www.nachina.com) 

Hanfei Plastic Surgery Hair transplant, 
liposuction, anti-aging treatments, breast 
augmentation/lift, face fift, Botox, hyaluronic 
acid, SVF-gel and more. For free consultation, 
add WeChat: robin5779 or call 176 2094 5779. 
35 Qifu Lu, Baiyun District (www.hanfeiplas-
ticsurgery.com)

白云区 路 号

H&H Dental Center 1/F, Mingmen Build-
ing, 4 Huacheng Dadao, Zhujiang Xincheng, 
Tianhe District (3808 0700, 3808 0729; 
24-hour hotline: 139 2516 2826; E-mail: hnh-
dental@163.com)

中心 天 区 江新城
城大 号 大 层

iBorn Clinic  Rm 2202-2203, Qiaoxin Kin-
gold Century,  62 Jinsui Lu, Tianhe District ( 
3736 2020/ 24-hr 3736 2110)
爱 天 区 江新城金 路 鑫金融
中心

iBorn Women’s & Children’s Hospital No.6 
Longkou Dong Lu, Tianhe District (2811 
6375/185 2018 8335; Job seeking: 185 2031 
1686, Lyan) 
广州爱 院 天 区 路 号

Sing Health Medical 2 Xian Cun Rd, 
Zhu Jiang New Town, Tian He District, 
Guangzhou, Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat-Sun 
9am-3pm, Tel: 3739 2500 Open Every Day 
广州新宁 天 区 江新城 路 号

United Family Guangzhou Clinic  
1/F, Annex Bldg, PICC Bldg, 301 Guangzhou 
Dadao Zhong (4008 919 191, 24-hr urgent 
care:  8710 6060) 
广州 和 部 广州大 中 号人 大
南 楼 层

Guangzhou United Family Hospital
Open 24/7. 24-hr Service Center: 4008
919191, 24-hr Emergency Hotline:
(020) 3610 2333 No. 28, Fangyuan Lu,
Haizhu District, Guangzhou 
广州和 院广州市海 区 路 号

LIFESTYLE
Guangdong Int’l Volunteer Expatriate Service 
(GIVES)  
Contact Rosaline Yam (8778 2778; givescn@
yahoo.com) www.gives.cn

Guangzhou Women’s Int’l Club (GWIC) For 
contact information, visit www.gwic.org

SO’ O LK (Hair Salon) 1) G/F, 545 Binjiang 
Dong Lu, Haizhu District (3425 7429); 2) 
Shop 103A, World Trade Centre, 371-375 
Huanshi Dong Lu, Yuexiu District (8760 
6299); 3) Shop101, 712 Binjiang Dong Lu, 
Haizhu District (8419 1022); 4) Shop101, 
Fuli Edinburgh Apartment, 2 Huali Lu, 
Zhujiang New Town, Tianhe District(3826 
3718); 5) Shop 15 2/F, Chateau Star River 
Hotel, Yingbin Lu, Panyu District(3479 
0641); 6) Shop81-82, G/F, New City Plaza, 
Olympic Garden, Luoxi New Town, Panyu 
District(3452 1826); 7) Shop 21, Agile Phase 
II, Fenghuang Bei Lu, Huadu District(3692 
8686)

路 发 天 区天 北路 号
市华 区 市 路 号

中心 层 海 区 江 路 号
天 区 江新城华 路 号 爱

公 区 路 楼
号 区 新城 城市 层
号 区 北路 期 号

EDUCATION
American International School of 
Guangzhou (AISG)  
1) 3 Yanyu Nan Lu, Ersha Island (8735 
3393); 2) 19,Kexiang Road Luogang 
District,Science Park, Guangzhou (3213 
5555) 
广州美国人 南路 号 广州

区 路 号

Baioo International Infant Care & 
Preschool  No. 301, 3/F, Utopa, Goldchi 
Building, 120 Huangpu Dadao, Tianhe Dis-
trict (8565 3625) 
天 区黄 大 西 号 大 楼

号 国际 中心

Canadian Foreign Language School Cam-
bridgshire Garden, Panyu District (39191868 
ext. 0)
广州市 区 国 广州市
区

Canadian International School of 
Guangzhou Merchant Hill, Dongyi Lu, Panyu 
District (3925 5321, www.cisgz.com)
广州 大人国际 区 路 商金

Canadian Internatioanal Kindergarten 
Agile Garden, Yinbin Lu, Panyu District 
(8456 6551). 

大国际 区 路

Canton Global Academy 4 Chuangjia Road, 
Jinshazhou, Baiyun District, Guagnzhou (180 
2401 1757)
广州 宇 人 广州市白云区金 洲

路 号

Clifford School International International 
Building, Clifford School, Clifford Estates, 
Shiguang Lu, Panyu District (8471 8273; 
8471 1441; 8471 1694) 

区市广路

Eclipse English Education 18D, 

Center 1: No.368, Tianhe Bei Road, GZ 
(Tel:38780382,18922769713) 
学习中心1: 爱誉英语, 天河北路, 368号, 18D 

中心 区 天路 街 号 层

中心 海 区 中路 号 和
中心 楼

Guangzhou Nanfang International School 
No. 1, Yucuiyuan North, Yinglong Lu, Long-
dong, Tianhe District (3886 6952, 3886 3606, 
Fax: 3886 3680, www.gnischina.org)  广州
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ASIA CHIMIAN COMPANY 
A Creative F&B Force
Asia Chimian Company is an unconventional organization that’s behind the op-
eration of many popular restaurants in Guangzhou, connecting businesses with 
creative concepts by forming multi-faceted brands and activities. The concept is 
realized by creating diversified lifestyles led by young urbanites, thanks to the 
advantages offered by the cultural creativity industry. Highly rated eateries such 
as Lu Mei Institute, Bu’er Spicy and Sour Fish and Nonoodle are all brainchil-
dren of Asia Chimian Company. 

2/F, Damicang Area A, Party Pier, Yuejiang Xi Lu, Haizhu District 海 区阅江西路 文化 意

区A区大 楼  (8908 9113)

OPEN  DOOR
南 人 天 区 路瑜
北一号

ISA International School Guangzhou Block 
C2-2, 128 Yuancun Siheng Lu, Tianhe Dis-
trict (8890 0909, info@isaschool.com) 

广州爱 国际 天 区 路 号红
厂 意

Stone Eden Nursery School A316, Guang-
zhou Opera House, 1 Zhujiang Xi Lu, Tianhe 
District (8852 6503, info@stoneedennursery.
com)
诺 国 天 区 江西路 号广州大 院

The British School of Guangzhou 983-3 
Tonghe Lu, Baiyun District (8709 4788)广州
国 白云区 和路

Trinity International Kindergarten 663 
Huacheng Dadao, Zhujiang New Town, 
Tianhe District (8558 3287 心国际 天
区 江新城 城大 号

Utahloy Int’l School www.utahloy.com 1) 
800 Shatai Bei Lu, Baiyun District  (8720 
2019, fax 8704 4296); 2) Sanjiang Town, 
Zeng Cheng (8291 4691 fax: 8291 3303)
广州 德 国际 白云区 北路 号
城 江

HOTEL
Aloft Guangzhou Tianhe 365 Tianhe Bei Road, 
TianheDistrict (3802 8888; aloftguangzhou-
tianhe.com) 
广州天 天 区天 北路 号

Chimelong Hotel Panyu Dadao, Panyu District 
(8478 6838, gz.chimelong.com)
长 区 大

Chimelong Hengqin Bay Hotel Hengqin 
New District, Zhuhai (0756-299 8888, www.
chimelong.com)
长 海市 新区

Chimelong Penguin Hotel Hengqin New 
District, Zhuhai (0756-299 3366, www.chime-
long.com)  
长 海市 新区

Chimelong Circus Hotel Hengqin New Dis-
trict, Zhuhai (0756-299 3399, www.chimelong.
com) 长 马 海市 新区

China Hotel 122, Liuhua Lu, Yuexiu District 
(8666 6888; www.chinahotelgz.com) 
中国大 区流 路 号

Conrad Guangzhou 222 Xingmin Lu, Tianhe 
District (3739 2222)  
广州康 德 天 区 民路 号

DoubleTree by Hilton Guangzhou 391 
Dongfeng Lu, Yuexiu District (2833 7215; 
2833 2888) 
广州 林 区 路 号

Grand Hyatt Guangzhou 12, Zhujiang Xi Lu, 
Zhujiang New Town, Tianhe District (8396 
1234 www.guangzhou.grand.hyatt.com)
广州 君 大 天 区 江新城 江西路
号

Guangzhou Marriott Hotel Tianhe 228 Tianhe 
Lu, Tianhe District (6108 8888) 
广州 广 天 区天 路 号

Langham Place Guangzhou 638 Xingang 
Dong Lu, Haizhu District(8916 3388) 
广州南 海 区新 路 号

LN  Garden Hotel, Guangzhou 368, Huanshi 
Dong Lu (8333 8989, www.thegardenhotel.
com.cn) LN Garden Hotel, Guangzhou, 368 
Huanshi Dong Lu, Yuexiu District   
广州 区 市 路 号

LN Garden Hotel Nansha Guangzhou, 1 Da-
jiao Er Lu, Nansha District (3210 8888) 
广州南 南 区大 路 号

LN Hotel Five, Guangzhou 277 Yanjiang 
Zhong Lu, Yuexiu District （8931 0505）
广州 南五号 区 江中路 号

Mandarin Oriental, Guangzhou 389 Tianhe Lu, 
Tianhe District (3808 8888) 
广州文华 天 区天 路 号

Park Hyatt Guangzhou 16 Huaxia Lu, Zhuji-
ang New Town, Tianhe District, Guangzhou 
(3769 1234)
广州 天 区 江新城华 路 号

Shangri-La Hotel Guangzhou 1, Huizhan 
Dong Lu, Haizhu District  (8917 8888, www.
shangri-la.com)
广州 大 海 区 路 号

Sofitel Guangzhou Sunrich 988 Guangzhou 
Dadao Zhong, Tianhe District (3883 8888) 
广州 特大 天 区广州大 中 号

The Ritz-Carlton, Guangzhou 3, Xing’an Lu, 
Zhujiang New Town, Tianhe District (3813 
6688, www.ritzcarlton.com) 广州

天 区 江新城 安路 号

W Guangzhou 26 Xiancun Lu, Zhujiang New 
Town, Tianhe District (6628 6628) 
广州 天 区 江新城 路 号

White Swan Hotel 1 Shamian Nan Jie, Liwan 
District (8188 6968)
白天 区 南街 号

CONSULATES
Argentina 2405, Teem Tower, 208 Tianhe 
Lu, Tianhe District (3888 0328, cguan@
mrecic.gov.ar) 

共和国 事 天 区天 路 号 海天
城大 单元 

 
Brazil Rm 1403, 10 Huaxia Lu, R&F Center, 
Zhujiang New Town, Tianhe District (020-
83652236; cg. cantao.itamaraty.gov.br)  
西 广州 事 江新城华 路 号 中

心 室

Australia 12/F, Zhujiang New City, Develop-
ment Centre, 3 Linjiang Lu (Tel: 3814 0111; 
Fax: 3814 0112) www.guangzhou.china.em-
bassy.gov.au  
大 事 江路 号 江新城发 中心

楼

Belgium Room 0702, 7/F, R & F Center, Unit 
2, 10 Huaxia Lu, Zhujiang Xincheng, Tianhe 
District (Tel: 3877 2351; Fax: 3877 2353)
天 区 江新城华 路 号 中心 楼 室

Cambodia Rm 802, The Garden Hotel (Tow-
er), Huangshi Dong Lu (Tel: 8333 8999 - 805; 
Fax: 8365 2361) 

事 市 路 大楼 室

Canada 26/F, Tower 1, Taikoo Hui, 385 Tianhe 
Lu, Tianhe District (Tel: 8611 6100, Fax: 8667 
2401) www.guangzhou.gc.ca

大 事 天 区天 路 号 一
楼

Colombia Unit 12, 36/F No 5, Zhujiang 
West Road, Tianhe, Guangzhou (8883 4826, 
cguangzhou@cancilleria.gov.co)  

广州 事 江西路 号广州国际
金融中心主 字楼 层 单元

Cuba Rm 2411, West Tower, Huapu Plaza, 13 
Huaming Lu, Zhujiang New Town (Tel: 2238 
2603 / 2238 2604; Fax: 2238 2605) 
江新城华 路 号华 广 西

Denmark Rm 1578, China Hotel, A Marriott 
Hotel, 122 Liuhua Lu (Tel: 2829 7300; Fax: 
8667 0315) 

事 流 路 号中国大 字楼
室

Ecuador Room 1801, R&F Building, 10 Huaxia 
Lu, Zhujiang New Town (Tel: 3892 7650; Fax: 
3892 7550) 

共和国 广州 事 江新城华 路
号 中心 室

France Rm 1901-1907, Central Tower (Kaihua 
International Center), 5 Xiancun Lu, Zhujiang 
Xincheng, Tianhe District (www.consulfrance-
canton.org; Tel: 2829 2000; Fax: 2829 2001) 
法国 广州 事 天 区 江新城 路
号 华国际中心 室

Germany 14/F Teem Tower, 208 Tian-
he Lu, Tianhe District (Tel: 8313 0000; Fax: 
8516 8133) www.kanton.diplo.de
德国 事 天 路 号 海天 城大 楼

Greece Rm 2105, HNA Building, 8 Linhe 
Zhong Lu (Tel: 8550 1114; Fax: 8550 1450; 
grgencon.guan@mfa.gr) 

事 林和中路 号海 大 室

India 14/F, Haichuan Dasha, 8 Linhe Zhong 
Lu, Tianhe District (8550 1501-05) 
印 事 天 区林和中路 号海 大 楼

Indonesia Rm 1201-1223, 2/F, West Building, 
Dong Fang Hotel, 120 Liuhua Lu (Tel: 8601 
8772; fax 8601 8773; kjrigz@public.guangzhou.
gd.cn) 
印 西 事 流 路 号 西
楼 室

Israel 19/F, Development Center, 3 Linjiang 
Dadao, Zhujiang New Town, Tianhe District 
(8513 0509)

事 天 区 江新城 江大 号发
中心 楼

Italy Rm 1403, International Finance Place 
(IFP), 8, Huaxia Lu, Zhujiang New Town (Tel: 
3839 6225; Fax: 8550 6370) 
意大 事 江新城华 路 号 国际金融
广 楼 室

Japan 1/F, East Tower, The Garden Hotel, 368 
Huanshi Dong Lu (Tel: 8334 3009; Fax: 8333 
8972) www.guangzhou.cn.emb-japan.go.jp
日 事 市 路 号 楼

Korea (Republic) 18 Youlin Lu, Chigang Con-
sulate Area, Haizhu District (Tel: 2919 2999; 
fax 2919 2980; Guangzhou@mofat.go.kr) 
国 事 海 区 事 区 路 号

Kuwait 10A-10D, Nanyazhonghe Plaza, 57 
Lingjiang Dadao, Zhujiang New Town (Tel: 
3807 8070; Fax: 3807 8007). 

特国 事 江新城 江大 号南 中
和广

Malaysia Rm 1915-1918, 19/F, CITIC Plaza, 
233 Tianhe Bei Lu ((Tel: 3877 0765; Fax: 3877 
2320) 
马 西 事 天 北路 号中 广 楼

室

Mexico Rm2001, Teem Tower, 208 Tianhe Bei 
Lu (Tel: 2208 1540; Fax: 2208 1539) 
西 事 天 路 号 海天 城大

楼 单元

Netherlands 34/F, Teem Tower, 208 Tianhe 
Lu, Tianhe Bei Lu (Tel: 3813 2200; Fax: 3813 
2299) www.hollandinchina.org 

事 天 路 号 海天 城大 楼

New Zealand Suite 3006, 30/F, Taikoo Hui, 
385 Tianhe Lu, Tianhe District (8931 9600)
新西 事 天 区天 路 号 层

室

Norway Suite 1802, CITIC Plaza, 233 Tianhe 
Bei Lu (3811 3188 Fax: 3811 3199) 

事 天 北路 号中 广 室

Peru Unit 01 on 32/F 5 Zhujiang Xi Lu, Tianhe 
(Tel: 6184 6244; Fax: 6631 1804)  
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ACCOUNTING FIRMS 

Harris Corporate Solutions Ltd
Guangzhou | Shanghai | Beijing | Hong Kong
Established since 1972
• WFOE & Rep. Office Set Up
• Accounting & Tax Compliance
• Payroll, HR & Visa Solutions
• Hong Kong & Offshore Company 
Registration
• Hong Kong & China Bank Account 
Opening
Serving all your business needs for 
investing in China. Call us for a free 
consultation.
Tel: (86)20-8762 0508
Mobile: 135-703-48815
Email: info.gz@harriscorps.com.cn

Romeo Lau & Co.
work visa, WFOE, JV, RO, HK company, 
auditing, car rental,driver license.
www.romeolawoffice.com
Mobile: 13570993252, 020-38865269, dmc_
canto@yahoo.com

BUSINESS SERVICES

BRIGHT BUSINESS CONSULTANT
Improve your business performance and 
solve the problems you concerned for your 
business. 
Website: www.bright-bc.cn 
Contact  86 20 38032507  Ms. Lau  

HiTouch Consulting
• Hong Kong Company 
• Company Registration
• Tax & Accounting
• Trademark & Patent
• China Visa
Tel: 400-9999-793
Website:  www.hitouch.com
Guangzhou丨Shanghai 丨Yiwu 

CENTURY, a Comprehensive Office 
Services Company
1. Office Relocation, Personal Relocation
2. Second-hand Office Furniture Resell
3. Office Cleaning Services
4. Landscaping/Indoor Plant

5. Carpet Cleaning
6. Pest Control
Tel: (86 20) 2816 5345
Email: guangzhou@centuryrelo.com

CHURCH   

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
Expatriates welcome!  Large group multi-
national, non-denominational expatriate 
Christians hold English services Sundays 
10.00am to 11.30am.  Need foreign 
citizenship proof.  
Website: www.gicf.net  Tel: 177 2768 5019.

EDUCATION   

Hanbridge Mandarin School 翰语桥语言学校
80RMB/H～
Daily Chinese/Business Chinese/ HSK 
Kids Chinese/Cantonese/Company 
Training  
Zhujiang NewTown ,Tianhe ,GZ.
www.han-bridge.com
TEL&Wechat 189 9838 3060，18102729662
Native English teachers needed
Online courses available

JOBS OFFERED     
  
CANTON GLOBAL ACADEMY (CGA) is 
an international school in Guangzhou 
operating the UK National Curriculum. 
It is part of the Canadian International 
Educational Organisation. Currently it has 
recruited students from Nursery (aged 3 
years) to Year 6 (aged 12 years) and the 
school is growing quickly. 
Required for January (or sooner)
Fully qualified and experienced Primary 
Years teachers. Preference will be given 
to applicants who have knowledge 
of and experience in teaching the UK 
National Curriculum Primary programme 
and to those who may have specialist 
qualifications for example in ESL, science 
and Music.
CGA OFFERS

CLASSIFIEDS
*Initial two-year contract
*Competitive salary
*Annual flight allowance
*International Health insurance
*Benefits including accommodation 
allowance, end of contract bonus
Applicants should send a full CV listing two 
independent educational referees and a 
letter of application on/by 31 December to
Charles Chao, Chief Operations Officer, on 
charles.chao@cgagz.com 
from whom further information may be 
obtained.

South China HR English Website
 (English.job168.com) 
China's most famous & professional job 
hunting website  
8/F, Nanfang Jingdian Building, No. 198 
Tianhe Road, Guangzhou  
1/F,Huapu Building, No.104 Tianhe 
Road,Guangzhou (Tel: 85584676)
南方人才网英文站(english.job168.com)
广州市天河路198号南方精典大厦八楼
广州市天河路104号华普大厦西座一楼 

Eclipse English Education
Native English teachers wanted.
Competitive pay with flexible scheduling.
Free Chinese classes for employees.Tianhe 
location.
13902273359 or (020) 38780382 Mrs.Wong

REAL ESTATE

WORKING SPACE SHARING
Share Conference Room & Share 
Workstations Best environment and 
favorable price, especially  for design and 
creative team. 
Location at Zhujiang New Town
Contact  131 6088 3628  Beryl    

Life Partner provides house leasing, 
housekeeping and other personalized 
services to expatriates from Multi 
Corporations and foreign institutes as well 
as to individuals. 
Guangzhou/Foshan/Zhaoqing/Zhengzhou/Wuhan 
Since 2004
Contact Person: Ellen Pan,  
Tel: 020-3881 3137, Mobile: 159 1878 3607
Email: panhj@lifepartner.cn

Web: www.lifepartner.cn

TRAVEL   
 
Free N Easy Travel 
An International Travel Agency in GZ, 
offers you the most competitive airfares, 
best discounted hotels worldwide and great 
getaway packages.
Call our Toll free no.800-830-2353 or Tel 
3877 2345 or email us at Guangzhou@
fnetravel.com or visit us at our travel 
center at 218 Sky Galleria, CITIC PALAZA, 
233 Tianhe North Road or check for more 
details at our website---www .fnetravel .com

Turkish Airlines Rm. 6107, Citic Plaza, 233 
Tianhe Bei Lu, Tianhe District (3877 1690, 
3877 1691, www.turkishairlines.com)天河区
天河北路233号中信广场6107室

 MOVING & SHIPPING

AGS Four Winds is leading international 
moving company offers a full range 
relocation, moving, and storage services. 
Our global network of over 300 offices 
worldwide plus 40 years experience in the 
moving industry, we know your concerns 
and have the ability to serve you anywhere 
in the world.
We are FAIM & ISO 9001-2008 accredited, 
members of the FAIM and FIDI.
Contact us for FREE survey and quotation:
Tel: +86 20 8363 3735
Email: manager.guangzhou@agsfourwinds.
com
Website: www.agsfourwinds.com 

Rayca Moving & Transportation Services
With 10 years experience, Rayca provides 
international, domestic, local moving 
services & pet relocation service. We 
can effectively move you anywhere with 
competitive price!
You move, you save!
Service hotline: 400-048-9099
Email: info@raycatrans.com
Website:www.raycatrans.com

广州 事 江西路 号广州国际金融中
心主 字楼 层 单元

Philippines Rm 706-712 Guangdong Int’l 
Hotel, 339 Huanshi Dong Lu (Tel: 8331 1461; 
Fax: 8333 0573) www.guangzhoupcg.org 
律 事 市 路 号广 国际大 主

楼 室

Poland 63 Shamian Da Jie (Tel: 8121 9993; 
Fax: 8121 9995) 

事 大街 号

Singapore Unit 2418, CITIC Plaza, 233 Tianhe 
Bei Lu (Tel: 3891 2345; Fax: 3891 2933) 
新 事 天 北路 中 广 室

Spain  Rm 501/507/508 5/F, R&F Center, 10 
Huaxia Lu, Pearl River New City (Tel: 3892 
7185 / 3892 8909; Fax: 3892 7197). www.maec.
es/consulados/canton 
西 广州 事 江新城华 路 号
中心 楼 室

Switzerland 27/F, Kingold Century, 62 Jinsui 
Lu, Zhujiang Xincheng, Tianhe District (Tel: 
3833 0450; Fax: 3833 0453)  
瑞 事 天 区 江新城金 路 号 鑫国际
金融中心 层

Thailand 36 Youhe Lu, Haizhu District (8385 
8988) 
国 事 海 区 和路 号

The Russian Federation 26/A, Development 

Center, 3 Linjiang Dadao, Zhujiang New Town 
(8518 5001 Fax: 8518 5099 (office)/ 8518 
5088(visa section)) 

联 广州 事 江新城 江大
号发 中心

Turkey Rm. 23A, Development Center Build-
ing, 3 Linjiang Dadao, Zhujiang Xincheng, 
Tianhe District (3785 3466, bkesmen@mfa.
gov.tr)
天 区 江新城 江大 号发 中心

United States 43 Huajiu Lu, Zhujiang 
Xincheng, Tianhe District (guangzhou-ch.
usembassy-china.org.cn, 3814 5000) 

美国 事 天 区 江新城华 路 号

Vietnam 6/F, Block A, Huaqiao Building, 8 
Qiaoguang Lu, Haizhu District (8330 5910)
南 事 海 区 路 号华 大 层

CHAMBERS OF 
COMMERCE   

American Chamber of Commerce Suite 
1801, Guangzhou International Sourcing 
Center, 8 Pazhou Dadao Dong, Haizhu District 
(Tel: 8335 1476; Fax: 8332 1642; amcham@

amcham-sunthchina.org) www.amcham-
southchina.org 
美国商 海 区 洲大 号广州国际 中
心 室

Australian Chamber of Commerce Rm1714 
-15, Main Tower, Guangdong International 
Building, 339 Huanshi Dong Lu (Tel: 2237 
2866; Fax: 8319 0765; mail@austcham-south-
china.org).  www.austcham-southchina.org 
洲商 市 路 号广 国际大 主楼

室

BenCham, Benelux (Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Luxembourg) Chamber of 
Commerce in China, Pearl River Delta, 
Floor 34, 208 Teem Tower, 208 Tianhe Lu 
(155 2118 2708 ). 

卢商 天 路 号 海天 城大 楼

British Chamber of Commerce Unit 2201B, 
International Financial Center, 5 Zhujiang 
Xi Lu, Tianhe District ( Tel: 8331 5013; Fax: 
8331 5016; events@britchamgd.com) 
国商 天 区 江西路 号国际金融中心

European Union Chamber of Commerce 
Rm 2817, Tower A, Shine Plaza, 9 Linhe 
Xi Lu, Tianhe District (Tel: 3801 0269; Fax: 
3801 0275) 
中国 商 天 区林和西路 号 中广

室

French Chamber of Commerce in South 
China (CCIFC) Room 802, 8/F, Leatop Plaza, 
32 Zhujiang Dong Lu, Zhujiang Xincheng, 
Tianhe District (2916 5535) 
天 区 江新城 江 路 号 广 层 单
元

German Chamber of Commerce 1903 
Leatop Plaza, 32 Zhujiang Dong Lu, Tianhe 
District (Tel: 8755 2353; Fax: 8755 1889; 
chamber@gz.china.ahk.de) china.ahk.de
天 区 江 路 号 广 室

Italian Chamber of Commerce Rm 948, Of-
fice Tower, the Garden Hotel, 368 Huanshi 
Dong Lu ( Tel: 8365 2682; Fax: 8365 2983) 
意大 商 市 路 号 大  

China-Philippines Chamber of Commerce  
Rm 1613, Main Tower, Guangdong In-
ternational Hotel, 339 Huanshi Dong Lu 
(8331 1888-71613; Fax: 8331 1983; E-mail: 
cpcc2005@21cn.com) 
中国 律 商 市 路 号广 国际大
主楼 室

Spanish Chamber of Commerce Rm. 1305, 
13/F, Main Tower, Guangdong International 
Building, 339 Huanshi Dong Lu, Yuexiu Dis-
trict (Tel: 3892 7531; Fax: 3892 7127; www.
spanishchamber-ch.com) 

区 市 路 号广 国际大 主楼 室
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SHARING THE BEAUTY OF CHINA 
SELECTED POEMS AND PAINTINGS OF THE TANG DYNASTY

T he Tang Dynasty (618–907) was the golden age of poetry in 
China with the emergence of great poets such as Li Bai and 
Du Fu and a large number of masterpieces that have been 
passed down for thousands of years. The Tang poems fully 

embody the artistic features in syllable harmony and pithy wordings 
of ancient poetry. Great achievements were made in paintings in the 
Tang Dynasty as well. ‘Painting in poetry’ and ‘poetry in painting’ 
were the common pursuit of poets and painters of the Tang Dynasty, 
reflecting the unique aesthetic ideals and cultural spirit of the Chinese 
nation. This book contains 80 selected poems and translations of Mr. 
Xu Yuanchong in a bilingual format, complimented by paintings from 
the era that echo the artistic concept of the verse. The book aims to 
help readers to discover and enjoy the beauty of Chinese culture with 
a combination of select artistic works.

AD
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JANUARY

Cancer
6.22~7.22

Put plans to launch the next big shared 
bike company to rest. The time has 
already passed. Focus on that other 
project in the back of your mind – 
shared kitchenware. Everyone needs 
some cutlery in their life. 

Gemini
5.22~6.21

You’ve been burning the candle at both 
ends, Gemini. Take a trip to the West 
of China this January to meditate on 
your goals for 2020. Your ambition is 
quickly outstripping your productivity 
and you need to sit back and ponder 
what you really want in your future. 

Taurus
4.21~5.21

Get on top of your work schedule, 
Taurus. Procrastination often means 
longer periods of stress, so buy a 
daily planner and stick to it. That way 
you can spend your evenings at the 
local boozer with friends slugging 
baijiu , or catching the latest Chinese 
blockbuster at the cinema with your 
significant other. 

You’re right Leo, it doesn’t really feel 
like a new year. While work is for sure 
stressful, you’re worried more about 
your pet’s increasing vet bills. Grab 
Toby’s furry little face and look deep 
into his loving eyes. He’s worth it and 
don’t you forget that. 

Leo
7.23~8.23

Aries
3.21~4.20

A new year means new resolutions and 
the best change you can make is by 
divesting yourself from the unhealthy, 
toxic elements in your life. With great 
changes comes great responsibility, 
so we recommend taking a break 
from your phone. Douyin isn’t going 
anywhere anytime soon.  

Horoscopes
Finally, a horoscope that understands your life in China. 

BY BRYAN GROGAN

You’re in need of a regular dose of 
endorphins, as you seek to move into a 
more optimistic headspace. Whether 
it ’s  a  30-minute walk around the 
neighborhood or more strenuous yoga 
sessions, make sure that you stay 
limber and loose to begin this new 
year. 

Virgo
8.24~9.23

We  a re  by  n o  m e a n s  s ay i n g  t h a t 
C h i n e s e  i n k  pa i n t i n g  i s  a  s i m p l e 
practice, but it is therapeutic, easy to 
pick up and brings out your creative 
s i d e ,  L i b r a .  U s e  i t  t o  s t i m u l a t e 
creativity in your work, relationship 
and social life this January. 

Libra
9.24~10.23

January is one of your favorite months 
of the year. With a nice Christmas 
trip home in the bag, turn towards 
setting goals for 2020. Set yourself 
reasonable aims, lay off the Ele.me 
and get yourself in good shape for a 
successful new year. 

Scorpio
10.24~11.22

Pisces
2.20~3.20

Eat and drink as much as you can in 
the early days of January. Your most 
i m p o r ta n t  t i m e  w i l l  c o m e  a t  t h e 
end of the month, and you should 
b e  s u ff i c i e n t l y  f u l l  o f  d e l i c i o u s 
reganmian when it arrives. 

Aquarius
1.21~2.19

You’re a stickler for mess and you’re 
struggling with less stringently clean 
roommates. Put your foot down this 
month and make sure you all chip in 
with the recycling. These are troubling 
times and we all need to do our part to 
make the planet better. Don’t be afraid 
to remind people of this. 

Capricorn
12.22~1.20

January will be a troubling month for 
you Capricorn, as you will feel lost in a 
current of ambitions. Stay positive and 
the clouds will part. Disorder comes 
before order, and we’re positive that 
the clouds and rain will soon give way 
to brisk and clear blue skies. 

Known for your spontaneity, money 
worries have been weighing you down 
of late. Delete the Taobao app from 
your phone, stick to more traditional 
methods of purchase and make daily 
trips to your wet market for dinner. 
This will set you up for an economically 
sound month. 

Sagittarius
11.23~12.21

That’s 

Guangzhou
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Dr.Xu Lihong
.

 

Associate chief of gynaecology and obstetrics.

Our 
Services

Clini  ours onda - unda  -

OB/GYN
Dentistry
Family Medicine
Pediatrics

Psychology

Dermatology 
Chiropractic

Andrology

Ophthalmology
TCM
Gynecology
Day Surgery & 
Inpatient Surgery
Obstetrics
Infertility Treatment
Medical Postpartum 
Care Center
Neonatology
Children Healthcare
Infertility and Sex Medicine

24-HR VIP PEDIATRICS URGENT CARE
FULL SET OF IMPORTED VACCINE

Multi-languages services are available.  Direct Billing with major international insurance providers.
Tel: 020-3736 2020    24-hr Urgent Care:185 2031 1686（English）

Scan the Wechat QR code for more information.

 Examination  Examination 

 
 insui oad -  in oldCentur u ian e o n uan ou

930 670

o East on ou road ian e distri t uan ou

Appointment
Wechat

Four-dimensional
Color Doppler
Ultrasound Examination 

Four-dimensional
Color Doppler
Ultrasound Examination 
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While MBA programs in the United States 
and Europe have long been established, 
universities in China are receiving more 

global recognition for top-quality MBA education. 
Students from around the world are now looking 
to China not only to discover its riveting history, 
culture and language, but also to receive a valuable 
postgraduate business degree, learning modern 
business practices while living in the world’s 
second-largest economy. 

China’s top business schools are among the 
best in the world, with six Chinese institutions 
making the Financial Times 2019 Global Business 
Schools list. David Asch, regional director of 
the European Foundation for Management 
Development, said that 20 Chinese institutions 
have met the foundation’s standards, and that 

“Western business schools have been very popular 
with Chinese students for the past 15 to 20 years, 
but this is coming to an end ... Networking is a key 
factor.” As business schools in China continue to 
develop and bolster their MBA programs, students 
are gravitating toward the Middle Kingdom. 

One of the earliest established MBA programs 
in China, Sun Yat-sen Business School has an 
impressive track record, developing into one of 
the most influential MBA brands in the country. 
It’s the first MBA program in South China and 
the country’s second one to be awarded with 
all three international accreditations – AACSB, 
EQUIS and AMBA – and is currently one of five 
Chinese business schools triple-crown accredited. 
Receiving the three international accreditations is 
the epitome of a quality business school, which less 
than 1% of elite business schools worldwide are 
able to comply with the high standards. 

For the fourth consecutive year, its MBA 
program has been listed in TOP 100 Full-time MBA 
Program hosted by The Economist, which makes it 
the only business school on the Chinese mainland 
and the third one in Asia to be selected  by the 
prestigious publication. In addition, Sun Yat-sen 
Business School has established close relationships 
with more than 100 internationally renowned 
business schools in North America, Europe, 

CHINA BECOMING POPULAR 
MBA DESTINATION

Sun Yat-sen Business School, No. 135, Xingang Xi 
Road, Guangzhou, P.R. China, 510275

Tel:  (86 20) 8411 5584 / 8411 3622 
Email: sysumba@mail.sysu.edu.cn

http://mba.bus.sysu.edu.cn

Oceania and Asia, such as Haas School of Business, 
UC Berkeley, National University of Singapore, 
Bocconi University in Italy and ESSCA Business 
School in France. Each year, around 150 outgoing 
students and 80 incoming students benefit from 
international studies.

South China is home to the dynamic and 
growing Greater Bay Area (GBA), which consists 
of several Guangdong cities as well as Hong Kong 
and Macao. The region is comparable to the United 
States’ New York and San Francisco Bay Areas as 
well as the Tokyo Bay Area. Sun Yat-sen Business 
School is located in Guangzhou, a core city in the 
GBA, with unique geographical advantages, broad 
prospects for development and endless potential. 
Welcome to Sun Yat-sen Business School!
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