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GRADE 1: November 6th, 2019 and December 4th, 2019

KINDERGARTEN AGE 5 (K5): November 27th, 2019 and February 19th, 2020

KINDERGARTEN AGE 4 (K4): January 15th, 2020 and February 26th, 2020

ISNS is happy to announce that we are beginning our Early Years and Primary Years Programme K4, K5, G1 (ages 4-6) screening 
recruitment for the 2020-2021 academic year.
Our screenings are a holistic approach to student acceptance, which eliminates the pressure of interviews and standardized 
testing. Students will meet their potential teachers, student support teams, principal, and future friends.
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NOVEMBER  2019Editor’s Note
Borders: Those quirky lines on the map that carve up our planet’s landmasses, serving as administrative barriers 

and dividing nations and peoples. As a child, I grew up in a suburb of Vancouver that is located just a stone’s 

throw from the border separating Washington state, in the US, with the Canadian province of British Columbia. 

But it wasn’t until my university years, and a trip overland through the northern portion of Central America, 

that I developed a deep fascination with borders. It truly is amazing how people’s lives in one country can be so 

different from their neighbors’ just a few hundred meters away, on the other side of an international border.

       With this in mind, I have spent the past several months preparing the cover story for our November issue 

– a look at the frontier regions of China and life on either side of the border. On pages 34-43, we explore the PRC’s 

borders with Mongolia, North Korea, Laos and Pakistan. Assembling this month’s cover story was an eye-opening 

experience for myself and I hope you also find it informative and interesting. 

       Now, closer to home: Voting concluded late last month in our annual That’s Food & Drink Awards. I 

want to take a moment to thank everyone that voted and to remind readers that our epic awards ceremonies in 

Guangzhou and Shenzhen will be happening this month! Trust me when I say these are two parties you do not 

want to miss. 

       I’ll conclude this month’s note by offering a personal thanks to Tristan Sapp, who is responsible for creating 

this month’s fantastic cover image.

       Until next month,

Matthew Bossons
 Editor-in-Chief 

Hourly updates on news, 
current affairs and general 
weirdness from around the 

PRD and China.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

facebook.com/ThatsGuangzhou 

twitter.com/ThatsGuangzhou

youtube.com/thatsonline

#THATSGUANGZHOU

L o o k i n g  t o  s n a g  
t i c k e t s  t o  o u r  
f a b u l o u s  2 0 1 9  
Fo o d  &  D r i n k  
A w a r d s  c e r e m o n y  
t h i s  m o n t h ?  
S c a n  t h e  Q R  c o d e .
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prices surge.
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Nine shoes to fall head over heels for.
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Get to know the capital city of Xinjiang Uyghur 
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TALES OF THE CITY

OVERSIZED OINKERS  
China Breeds Polar Bear-Sized Pigs as Pork Prices Surge
By Ryan Gandolfo

African Swine Fever (ASF) has taken a 
major toll on the nation’s pork supply, 
leading some farmers to ‘go big’ and 

breed the heaviest swine they can manage.
According to Bloomberg, one farm own-

er named Pang Cong in Nanning, Guangxi is 
breeding pigs the size of polar bears. Pang’s 
‘swollen’ swine, which weighs approximate-
ly 500 kilograms, is a part of a herd that’s 
expected to breed more giant pigs. In some 
cases, farm owners can reel in more than 
RMB10,000 for these massive animals.

Over the past year, pig farmers around 
China have been feeling the pressure to 
deliver for an increasingly meat-obsessed 
population. In August 2018, the first cases 
of ASF were reported in China, which has 
led to a significant drop in the country’s pig 
population over the past 14 months. Beijing 
and local governments have taken meas-
ures to stabilize the industry; however, 

pork prices are still increasing as a result of 
the virus.

In Jilin province, farmers are raising 
pigs 50 to 75 kilograms heavier than a nor-
mal pig’s average weight (around 125 kilo-
grams), with one farmer telling Bloomberg 
that the goal is to raise them “as big as 
possible.” 

Large-scale farms are also supersizing 
their swine, as Chinese protein producers 
try to increase the average weight of their 
pigs, which could raise profits by more 
than 30%, according to Bric Agriculture 
Group Senior Analyst Lin Guofa, as cited by 
Bloomberg.

Chinese Vice Premier Hu Chunhua visit-
ed Shandong, Hebei and Henan provinces in 
September to encourage farmers to resume 
pig production to “ensure a stable market 
supply,” according to an official announce-
ment on the Central Government’s website.

In response to the growing pork cri-
sis, officials in Guangzhou implemented 
10 measures to stabilize pork prices in 
September. One of the ways the southern 
Chinese city was looking to tackle the issue 
was by adding 1,600 metric tons of frozen 
pork reserves into circulation; this meat 
was discounted by 10% of the average mar-
ket price. 

As the swine population continues to 
fall as a result of a growing number of ASF-
infected pigs, tapping into pork reserves 
and supplying the meat to supermarkets, 
schools and hotels, among other establish-
ments, seems to be the main method of 
addressing demand. The tactic is expected 
to keep pork prices relatively stable while 
the government continues to address the 
epidemic.



QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“Freedom of speech doesn’t mean freedom 
of consequences”

So said NBA Head Coach Doc Rivers when asked about the conflict be-
tween the National Basketball Association (NBA) and China last month, 
which started after Houston Rocket’s General Manager Daryl Morey 
tweeted about Hong Kong-related events. In response to comments made 
soon after by NBA commissioner Adam Silver, Chinese broadcaster CCTV 
decided to temporarily suspend the broadcasts of NBA preseason games 
and investigate all cooperation with the NBA. A number of high profile 
Chinese celebrities and companies also came out in opposition to Morey’s 
tweet and Silver’s comments.

 DON’T YOU KNOW WHO I AM?

 RANDOM NUMBER

39
… is how many billions of US dollars 
Alibaba founder Jack Ma and his fam-
ily are worth, according to the Hurun 
China Rich List 2019. The annual report 
on China’s wealthiest folks was pub-
lished last month, and revealed quite 
a shakeup in the top 10. Hurun’s chief 
researcher referred to China’s wealthi-
est person spot as a “two-horse race,” 
as Tencent CEO Pony Ma was valued 
USD2 billion short of Ma, at USD37 
billion.

Wu Lei
The forward made history last month, becom-
ing the first Chinese national to score in the 
main stages of a European competition, as he 
gave Espanyol a 1-0 lead over CSKA Moscow 
in the UEFA Europa League. The 27-year-old 
made an angled run to meet a ball from team-
mate Matías Vargas and dinked 
it over goalkeeper Igor Akinfeev 
to put the Barcelona side ahead 
in Moscow. Espanyol ran out 2-0 
winners on the night. Scan the QR 
code to watch the goal…

THE BUZZ
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How is your new boss?

Is that gaojihei?

He has such a talent for stringing together 
many expletives in one sentence.

He is very talented indeed.

gaojihei / gāojíhēi / 高级黑 verb. to throw 
shade in a subtle and shielded way or even 
disguised as a compliment, to backhandedly 
diss someone

高      级     

黑
Disdain – we all carry so much of it go-

ing about our daily lives. We carry dis-
dain like a tumbler filled with freshly-

brewed coffee, dishing it out little by little 
when we small talk, or pouring a big chunk 
of it out when we meet those who despise 
the same things as us. We carry disdain for 
people, companies, brands, TV shows, musi-
cians and even snacks.

Shared disdain helps us make friends, 
bond with each other, form communities 
and define identities. It is of the utmost 
importance that we communicate it effec-
tively. There are times where we can openly 
show our disdain with statements such as 
“U2 is a disgrace to music” or “I just can’t be 
friends with people who like tomato-based 
hot pot,” while other times we have to be 
more tactful.

And that is when gaojihei comes in 
handy. Literally meaning ‘high-level black-
ening,’ gaojihei is the sophisticated art of 
expressing disdain in a subtle or tightly dis-
guised fashion. Instead of saying “This mov-
ie is stupid,” say “How wonderful of them to 

make a movie just for imbeciles.”  Instead of 
saying “I hate this album,” say “This album 
is so good, it redefines what music is.” Or 
“What a lovely dress, no wonder you con-
tinue to wear it so often.” You get it.

There are many theories as to why 
gaojihei became the default mode for ex-
pressing disdain, especially on the internet. 
Some say cultural emphasis on being nice 
forces people to shoehorn criticism into 
flattery, while others think the ‘manners 
education’ of “If you don’t have anything 
nice to say, then don’t say anything at all” is 
to blame. Either way, the result is that the 
language is always seemingly positive, but 
not the sentiment – and it’s important to 
listen carefully.

Conversation is the playground of the 
wits. Always playing it straight can get bor-
ing. So, the next time you feel like dissing 
something, approach it in a more creative 
way and add a few curve balls to keep your 
audience on their toes! Mia Li

URBAN DICTIONARY
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GENERATION GAP

THE NEW BEIJING DAXING INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT OFFICIALLY OPENED LAST MONTH. WHAT DO YOU 
THINK ABOUT THE BRAND-NEW AIRLINE HUB?

“I haven’t gotten the 
chance to visit the new 
Daxing airport yet, but 
I would like to, you 
know, as a popular 
tourist destination. 
As far as I am con-
cerned, just according 
to images and videos 
released by the me-
dia, the new airport 
seems pretty cool 
and attractive – the 
architecture, the fancy 

restaurants, cutting-edge technologies (such as energy efficiency) 
and so on. Though here comes the downside: It will take more 
time and money to get there for me, since it’s very far from my 
home. If I am going to catch a plane, I certainly prefer the Capital 
International Airport, though I am truly proud of the new Daxing 
airport. It’s a great achievement.”

IKIKI, 26 “I’m impressed at 
such great changes ac-
complished in a very 
short time… Time flies! 
I watched the new 
Daxing airport begin 
service live on televi-
sion and got to know 
how all the difficult 
technical problems had 
been solved. To be hon-
est, I am really proud 
of my country – it has 
been very hard for a 

country as large as China to come all this way. My grandparents 
didn’t have enough food when they were young and now I get my 
retirement pension every month. I still remember the very first 
time I tried on headphones, listened to the radio, used a comput-
er and cellphone. Back then, I couldn’t even imagine that I would 
be playing games on my phone every day! Even though I rarely 
take flights, I’d love to visit the new Daxing airport – if it doesn’t 
bother my daughter too much to drive me there.”

SUN, 75



C I T Y  |  F E A T U R E

Thames Town is a place that I have wanted 
to visit ever since landing in Shanghai and 
reading about it in the deepest, darkest 

corner of the internet – Reddit.
For those that have better things to do than 

read about sub-par tourist destinations (joke’s 
on you, you’re doing it right now) Thames Town 
was built in 2006 as part of a series of luxury 
European-style towns for Shanghai elites. 
Unfortunately, despite the developer’s best 
intentions, the rich of our beloved city had bet-
ter ways to spend their money than on a mock 
Tudor house next to a knock-off version of a 
West England cathedral.

From what can be read online, it had become 
quasi-empty, except for the occasional couple 
shooting wedding photos. But this was all hear-
say, because no one has ever wanted to go with 
me. Conversations with friends would go some-
thing like this:

Polite But Disinterested Friend: What is it ex-
actly?
Me: It’s a town on the outskirts of Shanghai that is 
designed to look like an English market town.
PBDF: Oh right, is there anything particularly im-
pressive about it? 
Me: No. Not really.
PBDF: Any interesting shops or restaurants?
Me: There are a few not terrible ones, according to 
Dianping.
PBDF: Is it easy to get to?
Me: About an hour by metro and then a 20-minute 
taxi.
PBDF: Anything else?
Me: I think it has a statue of Harry Potter.
PBDF: I think I’ll pass. Thanks Aron.

Possibly the only red telephone box with a China Telecom logo.

The lay of the land.

HARRY POTTER AND THE FAKE UK MARKET TOWN
China’s Surreal Slice of Middle England on the Outskirts of Shanghai
Words and photos by Aron Solomons
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Hoorah! We found fish-and-chips!

Better than German stand up comedy.
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It takes a certain type of masochist 
to actively seek out something that is 
seemingly pretty terrible. But a friend 
with a birthday and a lack of options was 
the catalyst to find out if we could really 
experience a taste of home just outside of 
Songjiang. So England shirts, bowler hats 
and full Harry Potter outfits prepared – a 
group of us made our way.

On arrival, having tormented our taxi 
driver with enthusiastic renditions of the 
Spice Girls and the Venga Boys (before 
someone pointed out that the latter was 
Dutch), there were a few immediate re-
minders of the UK. Random red telephone 
boxes were dotted around, alongside 
strange statues of random white peo-
ple sitting on benches and even a Mini 
Cooper. 

Our first mission was to get some real 
English food. I know what you’re think-
ing – who wants English food? It’s like 
requesting German stand up comedy. But 
sometimes a man wants fish-and-chips. 
However, similar to how it is in the UK, 
the majority of the restaurants in Thames 
Town turned out to be European.

After much searching we found an 
‘English-style restaurant’ – The Granger & 
Co. After ordering a few portions of palat-
able fish-and-chips, we were ready to see 
what the town had to offer.

In defense of Thames Town, the 
streets did represent a typical English 
market town – even if ‘Oxford Street’ 
resembled more a side street in a village 
than the UK’s most popular shopping 
thoroughfare. There are also statues of 
famous Brits (both real and fictional) dot-
ted around. So, if you want to play “find 
the random statue of Winston Churchill,” 
then this is the place for you. We managed 
to find both Winston and Harry Potter.

The tour de force is a church slap-
bang in the middle of town. At first, I 
thought it was meant to be St Paul’s 
Cathedral, but after a bit of research it 
turns out it is modeled off Christ Church 
in Bristol. Curious, and being a good God-
fearing Christian (okay, an apathetic Jew), 
we wanted to look inside. Would it be a 
real church? Or, like everything else here, 
a hollow tribute? Sure enough, inside 
were pews and, most spectacularly of 
all, a Chinese Jesus on the stained glass 
windows.

Just like the inside of a church confes-

C I T Y  |  F E A T U R E

Thames Town is the perfect place to play find the strange statue.
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sional booth, the dominant feeling in Thames Town 
is one of eerie quietness. Shanghai doesn’t do quiet. 
Shanghai is the opposite. And every tourist attrac-
tion is normally jam-packed on the weekend. Not 
the case here. If you look into the windows above 
the ground-level shops, they are all empty, and there 
is a shell of a theater that has clearly not been used 
in years.

After a few awkward group photos, and some 
more photos of couples taking wedding photos, it 
was time to go. If you have an inner masochist that 
likes trying to enjoy bad things in the name of irony 
then Thames Town is for you. We’d had fish-and-
chips, posed for pictures with both 
Harry and Winston, but we can’t say 
any of us really felt close to home.

The Boy Wizard.

Look closely at the man in the yellow clothes and you can make out Chinese Jesus.

F E A T U R E  |  C I T Y
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Explore China: Urumqi 
Get to Know the Capital City of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous 
Region, p20
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SPOTLIGHT

DANIEL SUN
Cofounder of de shanghai
By Phoebe Kut

There’s a certain whimsy and nostalgia about 
vintage prints. Lifestyle brand de shanghai 
reproduces charming, old Shanghai fabric 
prints onto an array of products ranging from 
enamel mugs, folders, stationery and more. 
We spoke with Daniel Sun, the cofounder and 
designer behind the brand.

Can you tell us how the concept of de 
shanghai started? 

I came across these fabrics during a visit to 
Chongming Island, and was fascinated by 
how the fabric itself served as folk art that 
unfolded a unique story of Shanghai.

How did your affinity for vintage 
Shanghainese prints come about?

Most of the fabrics I collected were hand-
made during the Cultural Revolution. 
The colors were bright and bold, and the 
designs were very intricate. This bright, 
intricate boldness was a testament to the 
Shanghainese longing for a beautiful, modern 
lifestyle during the time when China was 
closed off to the world. The story of that de-
sire was a direct and genuine one.

How do you decide which products to re-
lease the prints on?

We have a cafe located in ‘de shanghai home’ 
and many of the products I design suit the 
cafe’s environment and are meant to be used 
for daily life. I work mostly from my own 
intuition. What sets de shanghai apart?

It’s different. de shanghai is not trying to be 
someone or follow a trend. In a fast-growing, 
compact city, it seems you can’t go wrong 
with a monochromatic, minimalist style that 
is widely accepted as fashionable. But I be-
lieve memory plays an important role in our 
daily life. These beautiful patterns and floral 
curtains of our grandparents’ homes have a 
way of evoking sentimental, sweet memories. 
I simply reconstruct this kind of memory and 
feeling for modern use. 

Which products are currently most popu-
lar?

The shopping bag and the enamel mug – 
practical and chic. 

Who is the ideal de shanghai customer?

Everyone! We don’t pick our customers. Our 
customers pick us.

Do you have plans to expand outside of 
Asia?

I’d like to tell the stories of these special 
Shanghai floral patterns first, so I recently 
started a gallery and shop to showcase the 
history. I’m hoping more and more people 
can share the concept of ‘de shanghai’ – and 
decorate their lives with Shanghai’s beautiful 
history.

To visit the de shanghai website scan the 
QR code.



STYLE RADAR
HOT ON TAOBAO

Double’s Beer Mug
We all have a friend who has graduated 
from beer nursing school and transferred 
their skills to the real world. (If you’re 
saying you don’t, that’s because it’s you.) 
Don’t get us wrong, drinking slowly is 
both responsible and better for your liver, 
but on some occasions, you just want to 
cut loose with the squad. Luckily, Taobao 
has the perfect product to get everyone at 
the party feeling a little tipsy. The double 
beer mug is designed to turn strangers 
into friends, friends into best friends and, 
dare we say, best friends to friends with 
benefits? Maybe that’s a stretch, but we’ve 
heard worse love stories. Honestly though, 
this simple yet ingenious product was 
engineered for an extra fun time drink-
ing with friends. Whether you’re having 
a beer chugging competition or playing 
Donald Trump drinking games with a 
partner (Google it), this double beer mug 
can do it all.  Bar owners have even boost-
ed their revenue thanks to this tacky tool. 
“After I received the product, I arranged 
it on top of the bar, patrons really like 
it and beer sales have increased. When 
customers use it to drink beer, they’ll post 
it on Douyin and it goes viral. Everyone 
looks for my bar; it’s clear that the num-
ber of customers has increased. One set 
isn’t enough, I’m ordering 10,” reads one 
Taobao review. You can find double beer 
mugs in various shapes and sizes online – 
some even glow in the dark. We’ll let you 
figure all that out for yourself, but remem-
ber – drink responsibly.   

> The double beer mug is available on Taobao from 

RMB36-90. Scan the QR code using the Taobao app 

to shop 

UNDER THE LENS

Anime Inspired
An unlikely duo or the perfect match? Michael B. Jordan, star 
of the Creed franchise and Black Panther, has just launched a 
capsule collection with Coach that is entirely Naruto-themed. 
This collection is more than just another collaboration; it is 
a personal statement for Jordan. The star and avid anime fan 
credited anime as a “big piece of [his] childhood, adult life 
and [source of] creativity” in an interview with Highsnobiety. 

Jordan’s menswear line features a T-shirt with the 
original Konoha trio characters of Jiraiya, Orochimaru and 
Tsunade. Additionally, backpacks, totes, boots, sneakers and 
fanny packs feature Uchiha Sharingan. 

 “I wanted something that people who loved anime 
would be able to pick up on – small Easter eggs here and there that people really grab on to,” 
says Jordan. “It’s subtle. It’s not over-the-top, but you still get it in the lining of certain jackets, 
or a print on some of the tote bags.”

With Jordan bringing anime to the forefront of fashion, Viz Media’s Alex Lee reflects, “It’s 
completely validated anime for us. It makes people not want to keep it in their 
room; it makes them want to blurt it out and be proud.”

This is not the only anime project Jordan has been involved in; he also stars in 
an animated web series called gen:LOCK.  

> Scan the QR code to shop

COVET

Harry Potter and the 
Order of the Peacebird
Founded in 2008, Chinese streetwear brand 
Peacebird has already made a huge splash 
on the scene, collaborating with major com-
panies like Coca-Cola and Playboy. For its 
Spring/Summer 2020 season, Peacebird 
debuted a Harry Potter-themed collection on 
the Parisian runway. This ready-to-wear col-
lection has a strong collegiate theme running 
throughout, with oversized cardigans, black 

berets, over-the-knee socks and, of course, 
the respective crests of Hogwarts houses 
emblazoned on various pieces. Fans have 
been snapping up pieces quicker than you 
can say wingardium leviosa, and Weibo users 
have been leaving comments such as “Really 
love … the whole design of this series, it’s 
very good!” So, Harry Potter fans, no need to 
wait for the Sorting Hat, go on and give your 
favorite pieces the summoning charm before 
the other muggles do! 

> Scan the QR code using the Taobao app to shop 
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TAP THAT APP

1919
When it comes to food delivery, it’s clear that 
Dianping, Meituan and Ele.me have a com-
manding lead compared to other food delivery 
apps. However, what if you’re looking to order 
wine and spirits? That’s 1919’s domain.

With nearly 1,800 stores operating in 
over 500 Chinese cities, 1919 is an online-
to-offline (O2O) drink retailer, accessible via 
store and same-day app delivery. The alcohol 
specialists offer a wide range of domestic and 
imported wine, spirits and craft beer. Prices 
are quite reasonable as well – at least for im-
ported spirits like vodka, whiskey, rum, gin, 
etc. This aspect, along with an easy-to-use 
app, make 1919 your best option if you’re 
looking to make a boozy purchase. 

A popular feature on the 1919 app that 
has helped differentiate it from other alcohol 
retailers is its flash sale marketplace. Here, 
you can find some serious deals, like two 
bottles of Bordeaux for RMB70. And with 
Singles’ Day taking place this month, expect 

some quality flash sales to pop off.
Last year, 1919 also received a RMB2-

billion investment from Alibaba, which has 
been used to continue expanding the compa-
ny’s presence in the Middle Kingdom. Aside 
from financial stimulus, the tech giant has 
also provided support in e-commerce and lo-
gistics, among other crucial areas, to further 
expand the business. 

The Chengdu-based online drinks retailer 
has grown at a rapid pace since it was found-
ed in 1998; the platform’s revenue reached 

RMB3.3 billion in 2017, and is projected to 
hit RMB7 billion this year. 

One drawback to 1919’s app – liquor de-
livery ends around 9pm (depending on your 
nearest store), meaning you should stock up 
early or you’ll be relegated to the neighbor-
hood convenience store for a liquor run.

> 1919 is available on iOS and Android devices 
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THESE 
BOOTS ARE 
MADE FOR 
WALKIN’
Nine Shoes to Fall Head Over Heels For
By Phoebe Kut

Pumpkin spice lattes, leggings, 
chunky knits and black boots. 
These are all the lovable cliches 
of autumn, so embrace the 
change in seasons and grab 
yourself some new fall footwear 
(even if it is still 25 degrees 
Celsius outside).    

Bershka
RMB359
Bershka.cn

Bershka
RMB429
Bershka.cn

Dr. Martens
RMB1,699
Drmartens.com.cn 

Zara
RMB499
Zara.cn
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Zara
RMB799
Zara.cn

Bershka
RMB359
Bershka.cn

Bershka
RMB379
Bershka.cn

Bershka
RMB429
Bershka.cn

G-Star Raw
RMB2,198
g-star.tmall.com

Hunter
RMB1,250
Hunterboots.com

Zara
RMB699
Zara.cn

Zara
RMB499
Zara.cn
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 URUMQI

N estled in a valley amidst the majestic 
peaks of the Tianshan range of moun-
tains, Urumqi forms the enigmatic capital 

of the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region and 
is a gateway for explorers to China’s expansive 
Northwest. 

With a population of 3.5 million, the city, 
which takes its name from a Mongolian Oirats 
word for ‘beautiful pasture,’ boasts the title of 
largest urban center in all of Central Asia and 
stands as a melting pot of cultures that epito-
mizes the rich diversity of the region. 

The northern half of the modern metropolis 
is home to an increasingly industrious CBD, 
along with many of Urumqi’s Han Chinese 
majority. The southern quarter, meanwhile, 
tightly clustered around the lively Erdaoqiao 
neighborhood, is the traditional home of the 
city’s Uyghur community and where many of 
the city’s historic markets, mosques and scenic 
byways can be found. 

Urumqi’s vibrant ethnic diversity is mir-
rored by a varied climate that greets visitors 
with a different face depending on the season, 
from frigid, even snowy winters to bright and 
sunny summers that see the area’s lushly for-
ested hillsides and airy mountain meadows 
burst into bloom.

Visitors to the city can relish in varied and 
delicious cuisine at the innumerable evening 
street stalls, ride on the commercial currents 
of enduring Silk Road trading traditions at the 
iconic Grand Bazaar, enjoy moments of contem-
plative serenity in Urumqi’s quiet parks and 
discover the region’s fascinating history and 

unique geography at the impressively curated 
Xinjiang Museum. Those who venture further 
afield to take in Xinjiang’s pristine wilderness 
will be rewarded with crystal clear mountain 
lakes, rolling pastures and floral meadows dif-
ficult to find elsewhere in the realm. 

Looking for more expert 
guides to China’s biggest cities 

and hottest destinations?  
Scan the QR code now to 

purchase our Explore China 
travel guide, which offers  
insider tips, detailed city 

guides and awesome day trips.

L I F E  &  S T Y L E  |  T R A V E L
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Xinjiang Museum and Loulan Mummies 
Each provincial-level administrative division in China has a dedicated museum 
in its capital city and Xinjiang is no exception. In fact, the Xinjiang Museum just 
north of Urumqi’s center stands out for its comprehensiveness, modern design 
and impressive rigor. Entry is free, of course, and special care has been taken 
to translate many of the signs and plaques into English. The Silk Road Exhibit 
outlines the unique role of this region as a trade corridor and vital cultural 
link between East and West throughout the centuries. Meanwhile, the Ethnic 
Nationalities Exhibit lays out the histories, customs and daily lifeways of all 13 
of Xinjiang’s distinct ethnic groups. The main draw, however, is none other than 
the museum‘s collection of Xinjiang’s world-famous mummies. Among them, the 
haunting, decay-defying figure of the ‘Loulan Beauty’ stands out. Excavated in 
1980 from the hot, dry sands of Loulan, this ancient woman’s body, which lies 
prominently displayed in a glass case, is one of the oldest and best preserved in 
the world. Unlike Egyptian mummies, which are the product of deliberate and 
complex procedures intended to combat rot, the Loulan Beauty owes her well-
preserved hair and features to the bone-dry conditions of the desert sands that 
formed her final resting place. 

Red Hill Park

Hongshan Park is centered around the magnificent Red Hill, 
a striking 1,391-meter-high cliff face that’s so iconic it has 
become a symbol of Urumqi itself. A visit to this impressive 
topographical feature offers breathtaking views of the city, 
which, along with its central location, makes it a perfect first 
destination to ground and orient oneself on a visit to Urumqi 
or a contemplative sunset overlook to cap off a busy day of 
urban exploration. The hill is crowned by the handsome, 
25-meter-tall Zhen Long Pagoda – a painstakingly preserved 
nine-story edifice dating back to the Yuan Dynasty that creates 
picture-perfect evening tableaus at dusk. Also on the hilltop 
is the historic Yu Huang Ge temple. Once home to hundreds of 
Buddhist monks, the now-quiet sanctuary remains a worth-
while touristic site. Though it may be hard to believe looking 
at the lush hillsides, Hongshan was once a brown and barren 
mountain, until a decades-long reforestation campaign by the 
local government transformed it into a bastion of greenery at 
the heart of the city. 

Grand Bazaar and Erdaoqiao 
Neighborhood 

Don’t be fooled by the admittedly impressive traditional Central Asian 
architectural features – while the Urumqi International Grand Bazaar 
is clearly meant to look historic, it was in fact built in 2002. In many 
ways, this complex of attractive brickwork buildings is all but designed 
to be an overpriced tourist trap, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t worth a 
visit. Wandering the numerous stalls and corridors is a perfect way to 
give yourself a primer on some of the wondrous things that the region 
has to offer. Raisins from Turpan, melons from Hami, lavender from 
Yili, instruments from Kashgar, knives from Yengisar and jade from 
Hotan are all sold under the same great roof. For a small fee, you can 
also ascend the handsome tower at the bazaar’s center, which offers 
instructive views of the surrounding neighborhood. Rather than buy-
ing anything here at inflated prices, venture out of the bazaar for a 
wander of the surrounding streets and alleys. Here in Erdaoqiao, the 
geographic heart of Urumqi’s traditional Uyghur community, a very 
different side of city life is on display. Furthermore, many of the same 
products on sale at the bazaar can be found at the local Erdaoqiao 
Market for a fraction of the price. 

T R A V E L  |  L I F E  &  S T Y L E
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Laghman 
A delicious tradition that many believe 
represents wheat flour elevated to its 
highest possible form, laghman are hand-
pulled noodles served with meat and 
vegetables – a dish that proudly strad-
dles Hui Muslim and Uyghur cuisine. 
Watching the chef expertly stretch, swing 
and slap the dough into heavenly strands 
of starchy satisfaction is half the fun in 
ordering this Northwestern specialty. 
Find yourself having slurped down the 
last of your noodles but still have a plate-
ful of savory sauce? Holler at your waiter 
to ‘jiamian’ and most Urumqi laghman 
joints will top you up with a reinforce-
ment of fresh noodles at little to no cost. 

Dapanji 

Elsewhere in China, there are few dishes 
more closely associated with the exotic 
Northwestern frontier than big-plate chicken, 
or dapanji. Here in Xinjiang, the dish is avail-
able far and wide – both in halal restaurants 
catering to the region’s Muslim residents and 
the Chinese-style eateries popular among Han 
transplants. Local legend has it that this savo-
ry stew of chicken, potatoes, bell peppers, to-
matoes and onions, seasoned with chilies and 
cumin, was first concocted in the 1990s by 
a Sichuanese migrant as something to serve 
to passing truckers plying the regions high-
ways. Best enjoyed with a side of local nang 
flatbread, which can be torn up into doughy 
shards to soak up the stew’s rich juices. 

Yangrouchuanr 
Few sensations are more evocative of 
Urumqi than the smoky whiff of street-
side shish kebabs roasting over coals on 
a balmy evening. The long steel skewers 
of bite-sized mutton morsels alternate 
tantalizingly between lean meat and fat. 
Sprinkled decadently with powdered chili 
and aromatic cumin, these iconic meat 
batons set a global standard for pleasure-
on-a-stick. Best enjoyed with a cool, salty 
glass of Uyghur yogurt or soothing camel’s 
milk to quiet the oral fires that they tend to 
kindle. 

  TIANCHI
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How to Get There 
Seats on coaches to Tianchi 

can be secured on the spot at 

the gate of Urumqi’s People’s 

Park. The two-hour journey 

takes you east towards the 

town of Fukang and then 

south towards the foot of the 

mountain. Budget RMB280 

per person for round-trip 

transport and park entry fees.

  TIANCHI
For all of its charms, Xinjiang’s 
busy capital city can start to feel 
like a heaving, stifling scrum af-
ter a few days of intense explora-
tion. Luckily, one need not travel 
far from Urumqi to get a taste of 
the pristine natural beauty that 
the region is known for. 

Some will scoff that Tianchi, 
the famed ‘Heavenly Lake’ that 
sits like a crater of placid crys-
tal in the depths of the misty 
Tianshan Range, has become so 
canonical a destination on the 
Chinese tourism circuit that a 
visit here must be tantamount 
to masochistic self-smothering 

under the weight of selfie-stick-
swinging throngs. Tianchi’s fame 
and popularity, however, are 
nonetheless well deserved, and 
with a little finesse and creativ-
ity, it is not hard to dodge the 
huddled masses for a taste of 
alpine serenity. 

A two-hour drive from 
Urumqi’s city center will bring 
you to the gate of the massive 
nature reserve that contains 
Tianchi. Here, visitors will need 
to pay a hefty entrance fee 
before transferring to electric 
buses for an equally expensive 
30-minute bus ride to the top 

(though hiking enthusiasts can 
attempt a highly strenuous 
8-kilometer uphill trek to the 
summit). 

Regardless of your chosen 
mode of ascent, the last stretch 
of road will need to be done on 
foot, and once the final ridge is 
crested and the lake comes into 
view, it’s easy to see what all the 
fuss is about. 

The bright, clear waters of 
this nearly 2-kilometer high 
crater-lake were first given their 
‘Heavenly’ title by a Qing Dynasty 
military commander garrisoned 
in the area more than two centu-
ries ago. Tianchi’s surface spans 
roughly 5 square kilometers of 
frosty aquamarine and is more 
than 100 meters deep at its 
deepest point. 

Take time to wander the 
banks of this breathtaking moun-
tain lagoon. It won’t take long 
before the crowds are far behind 
you and the silence of the high 
forest comes into focus. Small 
paths lead off to various smaller 
ponds and waterfalls and a picnic 
lunch can be enjoyed in the stony 
stillness. 

Alternatively, the Kazakh 
families who still call the nature 

reserve home offer traditional 
home-cooked meals (albeit for a 
heavily-inflated price). Tempted 
to stick around? Some shrewd 
negotiation can secure a berth in 
a Kazakh yurt together with din-
ner. It’s not the height of luxury, 
but it’s sure to be warm enough, 
and sleeping in a nomadic 
dwelling on the slopes of the 
Tianshan Range is an unforget-
table experience which, despite 
the seemingly mismatched price 
tag, won’t set you back any more 
than a night at a hotel in the city. 
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DRUMROLL

LETTER RECORDS
Founder of New Underground Label, Nick 
Cao, Looks to the Future
By Bryan Grogan

Nick Cao is a fixture on the Shanghai music scene, having 
previously been a main force behind excellent indie label 
Shengjian Records, as well as guitarist with cultish band The 
Cheers Cheers and a music producer. Nowadays he’s working 
with a new underground label called Letter Records. The label 
has already put out four releases in 2019, including one by the 
dreamy lo-fi duo Peking Picnic (named after the Ann Bridge 
novel of the same name) and, more recently, a gorgeously 
constructed EP from Pocari Sweet singer Siyu. We caught up 
with Cao to talk about his decision to leave Shengjian Records, 
his opinion on bedroom rock in China and upcoming plans for 
Letter Records. 

Why did you choose to leave Shengjian 
Records and start Letter Records? 

I always want to make music that is more un-
derground. Shengjian Records became more 
interested in growing its bands right now, 
whereas I have a more underground spirit 
when it comes to music. So, our ideas about 
music development weren’t exactly the same. 

How many people are working on the 
label?

Just two. Me and a Guangzhou friend, the gui-
tarist from Pocari Sweet, Jueer. We connected 
with each other online. He’s responsible for 
the art and design side of things, while I’m 
responsible for finding bands and organizing 
releases. 

How do you find bands for your releases? 

Usually I pick from among my friends’ bands 
that I like, and then I find other bands online. 
For example, we found 2-D Foil online and 
then we contacted them. If they are inter-
ested, we ask them to send us a demo of their 
music. 

What’s your opinion on underground mu-
sic in China? 

Shanghai’s scene is quite big. There’s quite a 
bit going on and a lot of big bands from out-
side come to Shanghai regularly. In Beijing, 
it has its own strong scene as well, while 
Guangzhou, I’m not too sure of. Bands down 
there really like DIY music and quite a lot 
of Hong Kong bands make their way over to 
Guangzhou. 

How do you record the music on the re-
leases? 

I like to make music in my bedroom, but on 
my label, some of the bands prefer to make 
music in a studio. So, it’s sometimes a mix-
ture of both. 

Can you talk about why you started Letter 
Records?

We founded Letter Records around May of 
this year. We wanted to make a platform for 
underground music so that more people can 
find this type of music. We wanted to make 
music that is easy for people to listen to, not 

because people like music that is easy, but 
because we like making that music. 

Could you talk a bit about what you have 
lined up for Letter Records in the future? 

This year, in December, we are planning a 
performance at Yuyintang in Shanghai, de-
tails to come. We’re also planning to release 
some more music. The bands that have 
already released with us – from Beijing, 
Chengdu and Guangzhou – are going to come 
to Shanghai to perform. Your Summer Dream, 
2-D Foil, The Cheers Cheers and a new jangle 
pop band with a Sarah Records style called 
All The Romantic Days. 

To learn more about Letter Records, scan the QR 
code below: 
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HAO BU HAO
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8
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Pets United 
This animated co-production between Germany 
and China sees a group of pets fight to save their 
owners from an evil would-be ruler who wants 
to replace humans with robots. Sure, it’s unlikely 
to be as good as The Secret Life of Pets, but, hey, 
it’s an unusually slow month for Chinese film, 
and this one represents the best opportunity to 
bring the kids to the cinema this month. 

Hao
Ne Zha was announced as China’s selection for Best 
International Feature Film at the 92nd Oscars. The ani-
mated blockbuster, which has raked in almost RMB4.7 
billion at the box office, got the nod as China’s submis-
sion ahead of sci-fi flick The Wandering Earth. Ninety-
four countries sent submissions to the Academy for this 
year’s awards, with a record 93 submissions accepted for 
consideration. The films will be considered by an official 
Academy Award selection committee, which will vote in 
a secret ballot to create a 10-film short list, before select-
ing five official nominees for the Oscar. The 
10 short-listed films will be announced on 
December 16, with the cut to five nominees 
coming in January. Hunt Down 

This historical crime thriller, starring When 
Larry Met Mary actress Jiao Junyan, sees a 
female police officer investigating her father, 
a history professor. Reading like a cross be-
tween the Nick Cage film National Treasure 
and the Ocean’s Eleven series, the film fol-
lows Jiao’s character as she attempts to find 
stolen national relics, in a case which sees 
her father positioned as a prime suspect.

TRANSCRIBED

“I can really celebrate the life of my motherland 
with so many people. I 
am really touched! Me 
and my country can’t be 
separated for a moment”
That’s what one Douban user said about the 
patriotic smash hit My People, My Country. The 
film, which is divided into seven parts, cele-
brates the history of the PRC and was released 
alongside another pair of patriotic films, The 
Captain and The Climbers. The three combined to take home RMB630 million on just the first 
day of their release, obliterating the previous record for September 30 (RMB280 million).

Bu Hao
Celebrated Beijing hutong gallery Arrow Factory an-
nounced that it closed its door at the end of September 
after 11 and a half years. The news came as art districts 
and galleries are struggling to survive in the capital 
city, with a number of artists evicted from the popular 
Luomahu and Huantie art districts earlier this year. It 
also follows the ominous warning by Pace Gallery found-
er Arne Glimcher after the art space was forced to shut 
its Beijing location.

COMING TO A THEATER NEAR YOU
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SINO CELEB 

Jin Xing
Jin Xing, or Venus in English, is a transgender dancer and choreogra-
pher from China who is celebrated for her highly-acclaimed choreo-
graphic works. Having received recognition as a talented and prolific 
modern dance choreographer on the international stage, Jin returned 
to China and hosted two popular talk shows in Shanghai. Today, tel-
evision viewers can often see her as a judge on various talent shows, 
where she is well-liked for her detailed comments. Below, we give you 
five facts about the famed dancer.  Top-Notch Dancer 

She started dancing with a People’s Liberation Army 
troupe as a 9-year-old, and learned modern dance in 
New York in her 20s. Jin has enjoyed a lifelong career as 
one of China’s first-rate modern dancers. 

First Marriage 
Prior to transitioning, Jin married her female 
roommate at the age of 28 while studying in 
New York. Their marriage lasted for 10 years.

Talk Show Host 
Jin has hosted two successful talk shows, 
Venus Mars and The Jin Xing Show, both 
of which were aired on Shanghai Dragon 
Television. 

Mother of Three 
Together with her German husband, the 
dance phenom has adopted three children. 

Hukou Dilemma 
Due to her spouse’s nationality, Jin was unable to reg-
ister her adopted children under her hukou, China’s 
‘internal passport.’ She eventually chose to divorce her 
husband, although the two continued to live together 
afterwards, and eventually remarried.

AD
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Tibet, a region of undeniable beauty, 
soaring mountain peaks and harsh 
landscapes, is becoming a vital center 

for cinematic experimentation in China. With 
established names and young directors crop-
ping up at international film festivals around 
the world, Tibet has contributed some of the 
most celebrated Chinese art films of the past 
five years. 

At the forefront of Tibet cinema is Pema 
Tseden, Beijing Film Academy’s first-ever 
Tibetan student. Tseden was born in Qinghai 
in 1969 and studied Tibetan language and 
literature at China’s first higher institute 
for minorities, Northwest Minzu University, 
formerly known as Northwest University for 
Nationalities, before going on to pursue stud-
ies in cinema. 

Tseden broke onto the filmmaking scene 
with a bang in 2002, with his first movie The 
Silent Holy Stones. Like many of Tseden’s 
films, this sparse tale follows a curious and 
passionate lama (a teacher of the dharma in 
Tibetan Buddhism) based in the Tibet region. 
The Silent Holy Stones picked up an award 
for Best Directorial Debut at the prestigious 
Golden Rooster Awards, while also snagging 
awards at smaller film festivals around China. 

Tseden continued plying his trade in the 
industry, releasing a number of films follow-

ing The Silent Holy Stones, but it was his 2015 
feature, Tharlo, that catapulted him to global 
recognition, with the film premiering at the 
72nd edition of the Venice Film Festival. 
While the film takes in topics ranging from 
solitude to modernization and beyond, it was 
notable for its low budget, a hallmark of Tibet 
filmmaking, which currently tends to revolve 
around art cinema. 

Speaking to this phenomenon, Tseden 
tells us, “Because of factors such as the mar-
ket environment and the maturity of the film 
industry, the main body of filmmakers is still 
developing in the direction of art films.”

This year, Tseden’s new feature, Balloon, 
has been turning heads at film festivals 
around the world. Again debuting at the 
Venice Film Festival, Balloon has already 
picked up nominations at the Asia Pacific 
Screen Awards for Best Feature Film and Best 
Screenplay, joining Chinese films like So Long 
My Son by Wang Xiaoshuai, A First Farewell 
by Wang Lina and Dwelling in the Fuchun 
Mountains by Gu Xiaogang. 

The film revolves around a farming family 
in the Tibet region. The balloon in question is 
a condom, as the film takes place at the outset 
of China’s one-child policy period in the early 
’80s, exploring complex questions of faith, 
family and society in the mountains of Tibet 

at the time. Variety, in its review of the film, 
called it a poignant, vibrant and poetic film 
with thematic strands drawn from Tseden’s 
background in literature. Tseden uses aus-
tere means to craft a gorgeous film based in 
a sparse region of the world. Talking about 
the story and the process behind making it, 
Tseden tells us, “The entire production cycle 
took more than a year, and the inspiration 
was accidental. One winter a few years ago, I 
was walking on the streets of Beijing and saw 
a balloon flying in the wind and I was attract-
ed to it. It felt like a good one. The imagery of 
the film slowly made this image related to the 
Tibetan land and fictionalized the story.” 

TEMPERAMENT
Pema Tseden Stands at the Forefront of a Growing Contingent of Tibet 
Filmmakers
By Bryan Grogan
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While Tseden’s name may be the most 
recognizable of those working with film in 
and around Tibet today, perhaps a result of 
profiles written on the director by the likes of 
the New York Times, South China Morning Post 
and more, his is certainly not the only one. A 
frequent collaborator with Tseden on his ear-
ly films, cinematographer, screenwriter and 
director Sonthar Gyal has also been making 
waves for his own cinematic contributions 
since 2011. 

Gyal’s debut, The Sun-Beaten Path, tells 
the story of a guilt-ridden farmer who strug-
gles with killing his mother in a road acci-
dent. The film was screened at the Vancouver 
Film Festival, and picked up the now-discon-
tinued Dragons and Tigers Award for Young 
Cinema, which was given out to emerging 
directors from the Asia-Pacific region. 

Fascinated by film as a child growing up 
in Tsolho Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in 
Qinghai province, Gyal collected scraps of film 
as a youngster, even making his own make-
shift projectors. He has also spoken about 
film culture in previous interviews, saying 
that there was just one cinema in his home-
town while he was growing up. 

This speaks to the idea that cinema and 
film culture in regions like Tibet and Qinghai 
province is young and underdeveloped, with 
folks still experiencing a scarcity of cinematic 
culture. However, in recent years things have 
been improving dramatically, with more em-
phasis being placed on recording the life and 
daily rituals of people living in these areas, 
while also giving back to the community by 
way of festivals like First Film Festival, which 
takes place in Qinghai’s capital, Xining, each 
year. 

F I L M  |  A R T S
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A previous participant at First Film 
Festival, Lhapal Gyal is another film-
maker who is shining a light on the 
culture of Tibetan minorities in China. 
Just like Sonthar Gyal, Lhapal Gyal has 
previously worked with Tseden as an 
assistant director. His feature length 
debut came in the form of Wangdrak’s 
Rain Boots, a story about the small joys 
of childhood. That film, surrounded by 
such simplicity, stole hearts around the 
world at globally renowned festivals like 
the Berlin International Film Festival 
and the Vancouver International Film 
Festival. 

Lhapal Gyal’s approach, creating a 
film that is distinctly about children and 
for children (and adults, as well), marks 
newer territory for Tibet film, straying 
away from more somber and austere 
topics explored by Tseden and Sonthar 
Gyal to create the lighthearted and 
bright Wangdrak’s Rain Boots. It’s small 

step, but one that may prove influential 
in opening up the scope of the region’s 
minority art films. As we mentioned 
earlier, the number of filmmakers work-
ing on topics related to the Tibet region 
and people is by no means large, but 
those working within this small circle 
are optimistic for the future. Speaking 
to the continued development of Tibet 
film, Tseden tells us, “The Tibetan film 
[industry] has experienced a develop-
ment process from scratch in the past 
few years. Of course, this process is very 
difficult. But overall it is a very good 
thing. Now, some young people from 
different Tibetan areas are also work-
ing hard in this direction, hoping to use 
film as their future career, and hoping 
to gain some achievements and recogni-
tion in this field. This is good momen-
tum for the emerging Tibetan movies.”
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Phantom Rhythm  by Gong Gong Gong
Made up of guitar and bass duo Tom Ng (The Offset: Spectacles) and Joshua Frank (Hot & Cold), 
Gong Gong Gong formed in Beijing in 2015, playing in DIY spaces around the city and building a 
cult fan base. Phantom Rhythm is the clearest representation and most digestible album that we 
have gotten from the pair thus far. They lock onto the mystique of blues here, grating the sound 
down to its bare bones at times, summoning the phantom sound of percussion throughout, with 
Tom Ng singing in Cantonese on all of the album’s 10 tracks, adding to the mystery that the band 
has built around themselves. Tracks like ‘Some Kind of Demon’ allow a certain space around Ng’s 
vocals, so that they echo, as if from some desolate stage. This is beautifully done, considering the 
duo are beloved for their excellent live shows. Meanwhile, the interplay between bass and guitar, 
with the bass setting the tone for large portions of the album, is infectious, clear, minimal and 
easy to hang on to and never let go. They keep song lengths at around five minutes 
or less for the most part, and cram a bunch of quirky hooks into each song, making 
Phantom Rhythm an extremely enjoyable listen. 

Scan the QR code to listen:

Fury by C.O.W. 牛
This enigmatic group made up of four artists from China and Germany are back with their lat-
est EP, Fury, which is apparently the second element of an upcoming album, after their previous 
release, Epic. It’s hard to find much information on the group, but they are signed to legendary 
German label Compost Records, and the four artists in the group have coagulated their personali-
ties into one, which certainly is an interesting step in terms of building the group’s brand. While 
the name of this EP, Fury, seems to indicate anger or disenchantment, it’s not necessarily reflected 
in the music, which, although exciting and danceable, does not sound overtly menacing to us. EP 
opener ‘General Ling’ gets straight to the point with a few vocal strands playing over each other. 
They go between English and Chinese lyrics as they seem to build a personality around General 
Ling Da Jie (General Ling Big Sister). ‘Gang Brain’ goes in another direction, reveling in thick bass 
beats – there are no vocals on this one, which allows for some interesting kettle drum sounds and 
a certain sense of voyage, seemingly more concerned about depicting an atmosphere. It’s a nice 
bridge to the album’s final track ‘Swear,’ which again lifts the intensity, this time introducing a 
male vocalist rapping in Chinese. The album as a whole combines a variety of strands of 
music, like trap, grime, dancehall and EDM in parts, but is largely a snippet of what we 
should eventually find on their debut album when it comes out. 

Scan the QR code to listen:

Arthropods  by 33EMYBW
What is an arthropod? For 33EMYBW it is the isolated form of a mythical Jewish figure called 
a Golem. Perhaps, then, we should view this release as a follow-up to the producer’s excellent 
2018 release, Golem, which, like Arthropods, appeared on Shanghai label SVBKVLT. Made up 
of seven tracks and three remixes by Hakuna Kulala’s Don Zilla, NAAFI’s Lechuga Zafiro and 
Hyperdub’s Ikonika, a crop of producers that once again prove SVBKVLT’s excellent outreach in 
global underground music, Arthropods is a gentle horror show, giving us gorgeous bell-sounds 
in parts and tortured screams in others. 33EMYBW is awesome at this, combining these bipolar 
ideas seamlessly, making an album that would get the dance floor hopping, but would also not 
feel out of place as a film score. ‘Symmetry’ opens Arthropods, loping gently at an easy pace, us-
ing robotic vocals and high-pitched synthesizers to set a bulbous oceanic scene. ‘Tentacle Centre’ 
follows and tears away this veil, immediately using hard, fast synthesizers to emote alarms, 
buttons being pressed, commotion and the arrival of something unfortunate. Later, ‘Arthropods,’ 
which features Li Jianhong, straddles a thin line, leaving us in suspense like victims in a dark and 
spooky hallway. While the album could certainly be read as a narrative, you can 
also take excellent tracks like ‘Arthropods’ and ‘Adam Bank’ as singular entities. 
The diversity that this album offers affirms our love for 33EMYBW.

Scan the QR code to listen:

Three New  Homegrown Albums on Our Radar  
This Month
 By Bryan Grogan

CHINA  
MUSIC CORNER
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RISE AND SHINE 
Indie Rock Icons The Kooks Continue to Charm a Decade On

By  Valerie Osipov
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The British rock renaissance that domi-
nated the early 2000s gave birth to a 
number of iconic bands, such as The 

Libertines, the Arctic Monkeys and Bloc 
Party. These groups have cemented them-
selves as essentially ‘landfill indie,’ surviving 
the test of time and following us from playlist 
to playlist.

Among such groups is The Kooks. 
Formed in Brighton in 2004, the rockers first 
stole hearts with their debut album Inside In/
Inside Out in 2006, which included darling 
tracks like ‘Naïve’ and ‘She Moves in Her Own 
Way.’ The pop record would come to define 
the feel-good sound of The Kooks, and was 
accompanied by such buzz (it went quadru-
ple platinum in the UK) that the band went 
on to record a live acoustic version at Abbey 
Road Studios (you know the one) just a year 
later. 

Their follow-up releases, 2008’s Konk 
and 2011’s Junk of the Heart, continued to 
charm, solidifying the band as a bright and 
breezy soundtrack for teenage youth, with 
upbeat guitar riffs and effortlessly catchy 
choruses about falling in and out of love.

Having gone through a few shifts in core 
members, including the departure of their 
original bassist and founding drummer Paul 
Garred, the band is currently comprised of 
vocalist Luke Pritchard, Hugh Harris on lead 
guitar and Alexis Nunez on drums. 

After a decade of studio albums and ex-
perimenting with new sounds, followed by a 
three-year hiatus, the trio compiled a great-
est hits record dubbed The Best Of… So Far, 
featuring sweet singles like ‘Ooh La’ and ‘Junk 
of the Heart (Happy).’ Their latest album Let’s 
Go Sunshine, which they put out last year, 
marked The Kooks’ return to the spotlight 
and saw the beloved indie rockers continuing 
to experiment with styles.

This month, The Kooks embark on a 
China tour with stops in Beijing, Shanghai 
and Hong Kong. We caught up with lead 
singer Pritchard to talk about the band’s 
monumental music career and what it feels 
like being a glimmering emblem of indie rock 
nostalgia.

M U S I C  |  A R T SM U S I C  |  A R T S

What are you most excited for while tour-
ing in China?

This will be our third visit to China. [We’re] 
looking forward to performing for all our 

fans and bringing love and positivity through 
our music. I also can’t wait to eat traditional 
Chinese food and practice my Mandarin.

Being a defining symbol of a nostalgic era 
of indie, how have you evolved as a band 
over the years?

It’s an honor to be a source of nostalgia for a 
generation and we treasure that deeply, but 
it’s also important to evolve and keep mov-
ing creatively. We have grown up with our 
fans and acquired some new younger ones 
along the way, but we have never sacrificed 
our identity to gain relevance to suit a new 
generation. 

Your first album, Inside In/Inside Out, was 
so formative and a smashing success. Do 
you often find yourselves trying to recre-
ate that magic sound of your early mate-
rial or embracing new directions?

That magic you speak of is something every 
artist tries to recreate. That’s the juice and it 
needs squeezing regularly. Sometimes fruit is 
low hanging and sometimes it’s not. This de-
pends on many things being in place – mental 
health, a support network and inspiration.

Speaking of Inside In/Inside Out – you 
recorded a live version of the album at 
Abbey Road Studios in 2005. Was that 
a dream come true for the band at that 
point?

Making an album as a band is a dream come 
true in any studio, and the opportunity to 
do so at Abbey Road was humbling. It’s an 
expensive studio to work at, and you are 
consistently reminded of the achievements 
of projects that have happened there. It’s 
sometimes hard to focus on what you are ac-
tually doing with all that looming in the back-
ground. It felt at times like we were recording 
in some kind of museum with a gift shop, not 
a studio. I would love to go back there 50 or 
60 years ago and be a fly on the wall.

Let’s Go Sunshine came out just last year 
after Hello, What’s Your Name? in 2015. 
What were The Kooks up to in that three-
year gap between albums? 

I spent that time traveling in India, meditat-

ing and doing yoga – getting the intention set 
in my life. I was young when we started the 
band, and I needed to do some catching up 
with things internally. I also worked lots on 
my solo record, which is going to come out 
early next year. It’s kind of orchestral soul-
pop music recorded in my spare time over 
eight years and across four continents.

Most recently, you put out a new single ti-
tled ‘So Good Looking’ this summer, which 
undeniably captures that quintessential 
sound of your debut record. Tell us a bit 
about the track and what inspired it.

It’s more of a return to format for us. We 
wanted to make something that was part of 
our refined essence and so we decided to al-
most pastiche ourselves. Our fans loved it!

What was it like putting together a great-
est hits album so early in your musical 
career?

It was surprising and exciting to be asked 
to do that by our label and also extremely 
hard to pick the songs! I guess that’s a good 
thing. People listen to music in compilations 
these days anyhow, cherry picking their way 
through catalogues on streaming platforms. 
I do feel young compared to other greatest 
hits artists, but I wouldn’t describe that as a 
negative thing.

Are there any older tracks you get tired of 
playing live? 

Honestly, I never get tired of playing any [of 
our] songs (except perhaps in rehearsals). I 
don’t allow myself to get bored of them live 
and personally, if I feel that emotion coming 
on, then I change what I’m playing to keep it 
interesting. That’s my duty as a performer.

Fri Nov 22; RMB800. Central Harbourfront Event Space, 9 

Lung Wo Road, Central, Hong Kong 香港中环龙和道9号

中环海滨活动空间 (247tickets.com)
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THE  
BORDERLANDS 

Dispatches from the Edge of China
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China tops a lot of lists, from 
population to hydroelectric-
ity production, longest high-

speed railway to most Olympic gold 
medals in table tennis. Another list 
where the PRC is undisputed cham-
pion is when it comes to the longest 
continuous land border.

The Middle Kingdom’s quasi-
chicken-shaped outline stretches 
for over 22,000 kilometers and 
separates the nation from 14 inde-
pendent states (another number 
one): Afghanistan, Bhutan, the 
Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea (North Korea), India, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Mongolia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, 
Tajikistan and the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam. 

China’s borders, aside from 
being a literal political and admin-
istrative dividing line, tell stories 
of shared cultural practices, food-
stuffs, history and – in more recent 
times – development. As such, the 
nation’s borderlands are fascinating 
regions to explore and offer insight 
not only into the nuances of China 
itself, but also into life on the other 
side of the line. 

In the pages that follow, we 
explore the PRC’s borders with 
Mongolia, the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic and the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

THE  
BORDERLANDS 
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A LINE 
IN THE 
SAND
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The border is quite literally 
a line in the sand, and the 
broad streets of Zamiin-
Uud seem to be in a 
constant tug of war with 
the Gobi Desert
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PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
– MONGOLIA 

North Asia is big sky country, which, as it 
usually does in this world, goes hand in 
hand with being long border country. 

Indeed, four of the world’s 10 longest land bor-
ders are to be found here, including the 4,630-kil-
ometer stretch that separates the People’s 
Republic of China from Mongolia – China’s long-
est land border. 

The border is shared by three of China’s 
administrative regions: Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region, Gansu Province and, of 
course, Mongolia’s main Chinese neighbor, Inner 
Mongolia Autonomous Region, where the cross-
ing at Erenhot is located.

Erenhot, and its Mongolian neighbor Zamiin-
Uud, are by no means nowhere, but the journey 
there certainly feels like that’s where you’re 
heading. My first trip there is a mostly successful 
hitchhiked journey from Zhangjiakou in Hebei 
province, a trek of nearly 500 kilometers, first 
through the vast expanses of Chahar Banner’s 
Right Flanks, then through the vaster expanses 
of the western reaches of Xilingol League (the re-
gion’s violent history of conquest and reconquest 
left its mark in the form of super cool administra-
tive titles, with banners and leagues instead of 
counties and prefectures). 

Rides are plentiful until arriving at Chahar 
Youyi Houqi (come for the China-Mongolia-Russia 
Trade Fair, stay for the beautiful sunset, and avoid 
the sheep-gut soup, 羊杂, if you please), where 
I am informed that I can either wait for the veg-
etable truck that ventures north once a week, or 
I can ride the night train to Erenhot. I choose the 
latter. 

Erenhot is a trading town of 75,000 people 
that, as is often the case with border towns, 
feels quite different from other cities of its size. 
It is where the Trans-Siberian Railroad changes 
gauge, and indeed it gives the impression that 
it is a city accustomed to translation: Chinese, 
Mongolian and Cyrillic script can be found on 
most business signage in the city, and the shushus 
have a look in their eye that tells me I’m not the 
first foreigner they’ve encountered. Many speak 
Russian and have lived or done business interna-
tionally.

The city found its place on the map with 
the opening of the border to international trade 
in 1992, and in 2002 when the Dinosaur Fossil 
Museum was rebuilt and modernized. In that 
year the Deputy Secretary of Inner Mongolia’s 
Party Committee declared that “dinosaur culture 
is the pride of Erenhot.” For an alternative tour-
ist attraction, check out the trade center, where 
you can find myriad products from Russia and 
Mongolia conveniently located near a park with 
some dinosaur-shaped bushes, providing visitors 
in a hurry a quick taste of Erenhot’s prehistoric 
pride.

It costs roughly RMB100 to ride a Jeep from 
the Erenhot train station to Zamiin-Uud. Drivers 

stop first at the Chinese border station (get your 
official, mint-condition exit stamp, fellow tourist-
visa holder!) and then at the Mongolian border 
station. In my transport, I am accompanied by 
university students from Mongolia who are 
studying in Beijing. When I ask about their lives 
in China their answers are confusing; as they 
rearrange the many domestic appliances they’re 
bringing home as gifts from their lives south of 
the border, they struggle to describe their opin-
ions of China. They tell me that in the past they’d 
have preferred to go to Korea, but in recent years 
China’s advantageous position in the global econ-
omy is hard to ignore.  

We arrive in Zamiin-Uud and the difference 
between a country of more than a billion and a 
country of three million is glaring. The border is 
quite literally a line in the sand, and the broad 
streets of Zamiin-Uud seem to be in a constant 
tug of war with the Gobi Desert. It is smaller and 
quainter than Erenhot, but a great window into 
Mongolia for those who do not wish to continue 
north through the desert.

There are a number of restaurants in 
the main plaza where you can buy khoshoor, 
Mongolia’s fried version of jiaozi, filled with 
meat or potatoes, or if you’re lucky somebody 
might whip you up a plate of tsoyvin, chaobing’s 
northerly cousin. If you prefer to take advantage 
of Mongolia’s ample empty space, grab yourself 
some bread and cheese at the grocery store and 
you’ve got a picnic.

While Mongolia is famous for its meat con-
sumption, in the summer months dairy is the 
main nourishment, and the variety of cheeses, 
yogurts, creams and butters is astonishing. Grab 
some airag, fermented mare’s milk, to wash it 
all down, or rub it into your skin if you want to 
trap some summer heat in you to last through the 
winter.

For those who do wish to continue on, the 
train to Ulaanbaatar departs in the evening and 
treats passengers to a glorious Gobi Desert sun-
rise upon awakening. Mongolia’s train culture is 
quite different from China’s: Cleanliness stand-
ards are higher, and I was treated to a Mongolian 
dubbed version of Back to the Future. But, per-
haps I got lucky.
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PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA – 
DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC 
OF KOREA

The People’s Republic of China and Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea’s diplomatic his-
tory dates back to October 1949, when the 

two newly founded republics established diplomatic 
relations. Roughly a year later, China would come 
to the aid of the DPRK during the War to Resist US 

Aggression and Aid Korea, a conflict more commonly 
referred to in the West as the Korean War.

Today, the PRC and the DPRK are two of five self-
proclaimed communist states still in existence, and 
still, in 2019, relics of the conflict dot the two nations’ 
1,416-kilometer border. 

Perhaps nowhere is this more apparent than in 
Dandong, a city of well over two million people that 
lies directly across the Yalu River from 
the Korean city of Sinuiju. Along 
the waterfront in Dandong, the 
famous Yalu River Broken Bridge 
(wrecked as a result of US bomb-
ing in February of 1951) stands as 
a stark reminder of the two coun-
tries’ forged-in-blood relationship. 

The Broken Bridge itself is 
something of a tourist attraction 
these days, with visitors from 
across China and Asia at large 
coming to gawk at the 108-year-
old structure, which was built 
by the Empire of Japan, and catch 
a glimpse of life on the other side 
of the Yalu in the DPRK. 
Tourists can also 
check out a number 
of Korean War-era 
anti-aircraft guns, 
along with a monu-
ment to Peng Dehuai, the 
Chinese general who led the 
People’s Volunteer Army – 
the Chinese force that fought to 
aid Korea.

When I visit the bridge on a crisp and clear March 
afternoon, Sinuiju appears frozen in time. The city’s 
iconic, unmoving Ferris wheel is visible from the 
viewing station at the bridge’s abrupt, broken end, as 
is a giant, circular concrete structure that experts are 
speculating may one day be a hotel. A man rides along 
the Sinuiju riverfront on a bicycle, but aside from him, 
I see no other signs of life. There is, however, much 
more action on the Chinese side of the Yalu.  

Situated roughly 100 meters upstream from the 
Broken Bridge is the Sino-Korean Friendship Bridge, 
which accommodates trains and vehicles trave-
ling between the two nations. According to Simon 
Cockerell, the general manager and a tour leader at 
Koryo Tours – a leading North Korea travel company 
– this is the most popular crossing for tourists trave-
ling overland into the DPRK. (Other crossings be-
tween China and North Korea do exist, while there is 
a single rail crossing between Russia and the DPRK.)

Next to the bridges, hawkers sell Korean trinkets, 
from Kim Il-sung and Kim Jong-il pins and DPRK 
currency, to Korean cigarettes and booze, and slow 
boats depart from a dock to cruise the marine border 
between the two countries.

Along the road that runs the length of Dandong’s 
riverfront, and on the roads immediately behind it, 
are a myriad of shops selling imported Korean goods, 
as well as a number of restaurants specializing in 
food from both the northern and southern portions of 
the Korean peninsula. 

One of these restaurants is particularly conspicu-
ous. The windows are blacked out with heavy cur-
tains, and the only view inside from Binhai Gong Lu 
(which runs parallel to the Yalu River) is through 

the establishment’s small rotating glass door. 

38

There is simply the end of 
one country, a river, then 
the start of the other“
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When my wife and I enter the eatery 
for dinner we are immediately greeted by 
a tall, strikingly beautiful Korean woman 
proudly adorned with a DPRK flag pin. 
Inside the mostly empty restaurant, tel-
evision screens play news programming 
from south of Dandong, with Marshal 
Kim Jong-un featured prominently in 
much of the reporting. 

The menu features a mishmash of 
Korean fare; bibimbap, kimbap, kimchi 
and the famous ‘Pyongyang cold noodles,’ 
and dishes arrive quickly. Prices are 
reasonable and service is much friend-
lier than I’d been led to believe it would 
be for a Westerner. The staffers, one in 
particular, are also extremely inquisitive, 
asking questions about my home country 
and 2-year-old daughter. Even marriage 
came up in conversation. 

“Are foreign men nice – do they make 
good husbands?” our waitress asks my 
wife in Chinese. After explaining, in cliche 
form, that good and bad folks reside just 
about everywhere, my wife asks the serv-
er, who appears to be in her early 20s, if 
she can marry someone from outside her 
country. She silently shakes her head and 
our conversation comes to a close. I pay 
the bill and we head into the night.

A post-dinner walk along the riv-
erside promenade lays bare the major 
difference in development and infra-
structure between Dandong and Sinuiju. 
The Chinese side of the Yalu is brightly lit 
up, with restaurant signage, hotel lights 
and a steady flow of vehicle and human 
traffic. On the Korean side: complete and 
total blackness. 

The following day, a hired car takes 
me along the border and out of the city. 
We pass a section of the Great Wall, fol-
lowed by long stretches of metal fencing 
crowned with barbwire. Occasionally, sig-

THE GREAT 
COMMUNIST 
DIVIDE nage informs people on the Chinese side 

of the border to refrain from interacting 
with folks on the other side of the line. 

After driving for about half an hour, 
my driver stops to purchase cigarettes at 
a small house-cum-shop located directly 
across from the border. I take the chance 
to ask the smoke salesman about his 
interactions with DPRK residents at the 
border fence. 

“I don’t really see people coming to 
the fence from the Korean side very often 
anymore. In decades past, Korean people 
– including military personnel – would 
sometimes come to the fence to trade 
and sell stuff,” the shopkeeper tells me. 
“Chinese people would sometimes cross 
over the fence into Korea to purchase 
goods. But not anymore; security is much 
tighter these days.” 

Another 20 or so minutes from the 
shopkeeper’s abode and we arrive at a 
ferry dock, where boats regularly depart 
to cruise the rural Korean shoreline – 
away from the relative development of 
Sinuiju. We board one of the vessels and 
huddle on the top deck alongside a mish-
mash of Chinese and Japanese tourists. 

The choppy boat ride – which some 
have fairly argued qualifies as a human 
safari – takes us distressingly close to the 
DPRK, at times coming within a couple 
of hundred meters of small villages and 
pastel-blue watchtowers. People too are 
visible, walking and biking along the 
small road that crosses the hilly terrain 
and connects the rustic settlements that 
line the Yalu River. 

While already common knowledge, 
the boat ride confirms that life on the 
North Korean side of the border is vastly 
different from the PRC.

“[The DPRK and PRC] are completely 
different, frankly. There is not the kind 
of fade and gradual merging that defines 
the borders in most other places,” says 
Cockerell. “There is simply the end of 
one country, a river, then the start of the 
other.”
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PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA – LAO 
PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

When we arrive at the border post in Mohan, on the Chinese side 
of the China-Laos border, it is well after dark. The hustle and 
bustle of daily foot and vehicle traffic has slowed, and only a 

handful of women linger around outside the customs checkpoint, hawking 
SIM cards and offering currency exchange services. 

And while the buzz of cross-border commerce and trade seems to have 
slowed by 8.30pm, a duty-free shop remains open, as does a large building 
packed with vendors selling jade jewelry and hand-carved wooden furni-
ture. There are no customers though, just us.

Clearing Chinese customs is relatively quick, with the border agent 
asking the regular questions before stamping our passports and pointing 
us in the direction of the entry checkpoint for the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic (LPDR). 

On the 200- to 300-meter walk to the next checkpoint, it becomes 
abundantly clear that we’re on the frontier. There are no street lights, and 
dense jungle-y shrubbery abuts the pothole-stricken, occasionally unpaved 
road. Cell phone flashlights are essential. 

Customs clearance on the Laos side is comparatively different: The 
clean and shiny customs hall, airport-style bag scanners and facial recog-
nition tech we experienced leaving China are notably absent. Instead, we 
are greeted by a dimly-lit, musty customs hall and seemingly disinterested 
border agents. (The customs officers are so lax, in fact, that they actually 
let us walk back through the customs checkpoint after already entering 
Laos – to retrieve a forgotten bottle of duty-free vodka, of course.)

Outside the customs hall, which is ornately shaped like a giant golden 
stupa, we discover that it’s even quieter than on the Chinese side. No 
hawkers, money changers or motor taxis, just a long, dark dirt road leading 
to the Laos border town of Boten. 

Big things are happening in Boten, and it may very soon be difficult 
to refer to the settlement as a ‘town.’ Declared a ‘Specific Economic Zone’ 
(SEZ) in 2003, Chinese businesses have moved in to help develop the area 

BORDER 
BOOM 
TOWN

40

Until 2011, Boten 
was a certifiable 
casino boomtown, 
with gambling halls, 
brothels, KTVs and 
nightclubs 

By
 M

at
th

ew
 Bo

ss
on

s

COVER STORY



as part of Chinese President Xi Jinping’s Belt and Road Initiative.
Considered a piece of President Xi’s flagship infrastructure project, 

Boten will become the first stop inside Laos along the Laos-China railway 
network, which will connect Kunming to the Laotian capital of Vientiane. 
The route will be part of the Kunming–Singapore Railway, otherwise 
known as the Pan-Asia Railway Network, and is expected to eventually link 
China to all of mainland Southeast Asia. It is currently anticipated that the 
Lao section of the transportation network will be completed in 2021. 

But there’s more to Boten than railway construction; Chinese-financed 
hotels, apartment complexes and tourist attractions – including a jungle 
park and ‘ancient city,’ are all planned or currently under development, ac-
cording to promotional brochures from Yunnan Haicheng Group, the SEZ’s 
main developer.

As a result of the ongoing construction work, “80% of Boten’s current 
population is Chinese,” estimates a local bar owner we spoke with, who 
originally hails from Xi’an. 

While there are a number of hotels scattered around the growing town 
center, the one we end up in is new, fancier than we’re used to and clearly 
catering to Chinese visitors. Check-in staff are Chinese and rooms are paid 
for in renminbi. The only Laotian people we encountered in the hotel were 
working in the deserted breakfast buffet restaurant, which served – you 
guessed it – Chinese food. 

The morning after our arrival, we set out to explore the SEZ in the light 
of day. The scale of the development is unquestionably massive, with tow-
ering, half-built apartment blocks wrapped in scaffolding dotted around 
town. Surrounding Boten, a massive swath of clear-cut red earth is tra-
versed by excavators, tractors and trucks – presumably preparing the next 
stage of the settlement’s building boom.  

During our galivant through town, we see the occasional group of 
Chinese tourists, and there are numerous small bars and Chinese restau-
rants catering to the visitors. But overall, there is still a slightly sleepy 

feel to Boten. It wasn’t always that way 
though. 

Until 2011, Boten was a certifiable 
casino boomtown, with gambling halls, 
brothels, KTVs and nightclubs – all the 
trappings of a weekend getaway for 
cashed-up Yunnan residents looking for a 
walk on the wild side. 

According to the New York Times, 
debauchery debuted in the city back in 
the early- to mid-2000s, when a company 
registered in Hong Kong signed a 30-year 
lease to develop the town into a tourist 
destination. This largely revolved around 
gambling, though, and by 2010 reports 
began to emerge that casino operators 
were locking up visitors who were unable 
to pay their debts. Government pressure 
mounted, and in 2011 the casinos were 
shuttered: Boten’s ‘betting boom’ had 
gone bust. 

There are still signs of Boten’s seedier 
past today, in the form of a couple ques-
tionable drinking establishments, but 
there’s little doubt that Boten has moved 
on: We do not see a single slot machine 
on our visit and locals tell us the gam-
bling is truly and fully done. 

The future now: development. 
According to statistics from the Ministry 
of Planning and Investment of LPDR, a 
total investment of USD500 million has 
been made in the Boten Beautiful Land 
Specific Economic Zone (the region’s offi-
cial name) and 100% of the development 
is being managed by Chinese firm Yunnan 
Haicheng Group. 

In addition to tourism, sectors being 
developed include agriculture, livestock 
and manufacturing, as well as distribu-
tion logistics, telecommunications and 
public healthcare services. 

Like many before us who’ve traveled 
to Boten, our time eventually comes to 
leave – to the temples, night markets and 
waterfalls of Luang Prabang. We board a 
south-bound bus near the LPDR customs 
house, and as we cruise through town one 
last time, we can’t help but think that if 
we ever do return to this far-flung fron-
tier town, it will likely be a very different 
place. 
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If you 
want to 

experience the 
glory of paradise, 

visit this route

PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA 
– ISLAMIC 
REPUBLIC OF 
PAKISTAN 

“Traveling from Kunming to Kashgar via Urumqi is full of wonders,” Tamoor 
Malik tells me via email, recounting his July 2018 journey from Yunnan prov-
ince to Pakistan. “At one point, we were passing through rocky and hilly ter-

rain, and then starts the desert – with red sand and strong winds. Windmills and crude oil 
pumping stations were a very common sight along the way, [showing] how energy-rich 
the area is.”

Malik, a 31-year-old university student completing a Masters in Statistics in Kunming 
since 2016, and who originally hails from Ghakhar Mandi in Pakistan’s Punjab province, 
has traveled across the PRC-Pakistan border twice. When he first meets me at a hotel buf-
fet in rural Guizhou, his cross-border adventures are among the first stories the passion-
ate travel enthusiast shares. 

The main route crossing from China into Pakistan is a stunning stretch of asphalt 
known around the world as the Karakoram Highway (known in China as Highway 314). 
The road, which runs over 1,200 kilometers from just north of Kashgar in China’s Xinjiang 
Uygur Autonomous Region to Abbottabad, Pakistan, is occasionally referred to as the 
‘Eighth Wonder of the World.’ The route is among the highest highways on the globe, and 
is surrounded by some of the most stunning and diverse scenery in Asia: towering peaks 
and glaciers, roaring rivers, mountain meadows, you name it.  

On the Chinese portion of the highway, travelers will pass two other international 
borders – the China-Afghanistan and China-Tajikistan lines.

The last notable settlement along the Chinese side of the Karakoram is Tashkurgan – 
the administrative seat of Tashkurgan Tajik Autonomous County. Set along the highway, 
Tashkurgan is inhabited by folks of the Tajik ethnicity, alongside a significant population 
of Han laborers, according to former That’s editor Daniel Plafker, who covered the region 
for our annual Explore China travel guide. 

“The journey from Kashgar to Tashkurgan is like traveling in paradise,” says Malik. 
“It seems as if a painter has made a masterpiece with his eternal brush, containing trees, 
lakes, meadows, rivers and mountains.

“I traveled [the road] twice, once from China to Pakistan and once from Pakistan to 
China,” Malik continues. “My first journey from China to Pakistan was in July of 2018. On 
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BORDER OF 
THE ‘IRON 
BROTHERS’ 

my second trip, I used the Karakoram Highway from Pakistan to China. That was in May of 2019.” 
On his first grand, overland adventure, Malik opted for the slow train from Kunming to 

Urumqi, which took 45 hours. From there, he caught a 23-hour train to Kashgar. 
“I was the only foreigner on board,” says Malik, explaining that only himself and the train staff 

completed the entire journey. “All the locals were extremely excited to see me among them and 
everybody was trying to talk to me. They repeated the popular slogan ‘Pakistan and China – Iron 
Brothers.’” 

From Kashgar to the Pakistan border, he passed through Tashkurgan en route to Khunjerab 
Pass – the world’s highest elevation border crossing. On the Pakistani side lies – allegedly - the 
world’s highest ATM machine, a solar-powered cash dispenser operated by the National Bank Of 
Pakistan (NBP). 

To cross the border into Pakistan from China, Malik notes that it is necessary to purchase 
an international bus route ticket with a passport, and that the Pakistan-China border crossing is 
closed on weekends (also public holidays in Pakistan and China, according to tour providers). 

“You will have to show your ticket at [Chinese exit] immigration, which starts at around 10-
11am,” says Malik. “After you are done with immigration and have gotten the exit stamp in your 
passport, you will go to the other side of the customs hall, where your transportation will be 
waiting for you. You will have either a Pakistani or Chinese driver, depending on which ticket you 
have got.” 

Interestingly, the China-Pakistan border is very different from the other crossings discussed 
in this story – traveling between Chinese customs and Pakistani customs will take two to three 
hours. There is no immediate entry on the other side. On the Pakistani side, the customs and im-
migration office is based in Sost (or Sust), the last town before the Chinese border. 

“On the Pakistan side of the border, immigration is very simple, they just ask you to open your 
luggage and show what you bought for your ‘cousins and relatives.’ That’s all, no scanning,” says 
Malik. “One picture, one stamp and you are free from the entry process.” 

From Sost, most travelers will continue down the Karakoram Highway (known in Pakistan 
as N-35) to Gilgit, which serves as a center for hiking and mountaineering excursions in the 
Karakoram Range.

When I press Malik on why people should venture this route into Pakistan, he has a simple 
answer: “If you want to experience the glory of paradise, visit this route.”
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The savvy beer veterans 
at Great Leap Brewing, 
who have four quality 
stops in Beijing (and 

hopefully another in Guangzhou 
on the horizon), make many 
of the Chinese craft beers 
we’ve tried seem like child’s 
play. One that certainly has 
stolen the beer-loving hearts 
in our Canton office is the 
Little General IPA. Coming in 
at a sweet 6.2% ABV, this full-
bodied IPA is the whole she-
bang – heavy on the hops with 
light citrus tones, culminating 
in a brew that doesn’t last long 
in the hollow confines of a pint 
glass (or can, in our case). 

The Little General IPA is 
billed as a Chinese-style IPA, 
thanks to the inclusion of 
Qingdao flower hops from the 
beautiful, vast Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region. And like 
with other Great Leap brews, 
there’s a story beyond the suds 
– the Little General is said to 
be the only patriotic hero to be 
recognized by both the Chinese 

mainland and Chinese island of 
Taiwan, making the figurehead 
of this epic IPA a balanced boss 
man, according to the brewery’s 
website.

Whether you’re drinking 
pints from Great Leap’s glorious 
taps or enjoying the rich nec-
tar from a can, Little General 
IPA is a great option that we 
see matching well with an as-
sortment of barbecue classics, 
among other meaty, Western 
eats. 

So, now that you know 
what’s good for you (beer-
wise), be on the lookout for 
Great Leap Brewery’s Little 
General IPA during your next 
Beijing visit or, if you can’t wait 
(like us), get it sent to your 
door so that you can enjoy 
these suds with the best of 
buds.

You can purchase Great Leap Brewery’s 

Little General IPA for as low as RMB59 

per six-pack. Search 大跃啤酒 (da yue 

pijiu) on Taobao.

GREAT LEAP BREWING’S LITTLE 
GENERAL IPA
A Battle-Tested Beer
By Ryan Gandolfo

We’ve tasted craft beers from 
Shenzhen to Shangri-La, enjoying 
many of the bountiful suds that 
China’s craft beer scene has been 
whipping up in recent years. This 
month, we take aim at one of the 
capital city’s most-well known craft 
breweries, Great Leap Brewing.

BEER OF THE MONTH



 

THE SCANDALOUS SCOOP

We’re digging:

Canton’s first Lady M opening at Taikoo 
Hui, giving cake lovers a genuine reason 
to indulge in cakes and other treats (look-
ing at you, Karen); Coca-Cola’s newest 
seasonal flavor, apple; the upcoming 
release of our first-ever, comprehensive 
PRD dining guide book – The Golden 
Forks: A Greater Bay Area Dining Guide 
2019; Le Banquet, a classy new dining 
establishment in Tianhe; Pig Out’s range 
of beer-inspired mini-burgers; and the 
conclusion of our 2019 That’s Food and 
Drink Awards voting period (the awards 
ceremony will be held this month!).
 
 

We’re done with:

One popular tea shop’s sad attempt at 
mixing beer with tea; Halloween-themed 
black Fanta, a medicinal tasting beverage; 
overpriced meatless burgers on Tmall; 
and overpriced kebabs at Skewerz, which 
just recently closed up shop.

GRAPE
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VINE
WE TRY IT

Heytea’s Corona Beer 
Tea
While fruity craft beers are all the rage right 
now, we can’t say the same for beer-flavored 
teas. We recently stumbled upon a seasonal 
item, called ‘intoxicated grape beer’ (醉醉葡
萄啤), at the popular Chinese fruit tea chain 
Heytea. Admittedly, our expectations were 
pretty low for this alcoholic tea. For start-
ers, it’s a tea shop serving alcohol (never a 
good sign), and furthermore, it’s a tea shop 
serving alcohol! Nonetheless, we gave it a try 
because when in China, try everything once, 
right? 

The brand’s beer of choice is of the 
Mexican variety – Corona – mixed with fresh 
grape juice that contains real bits of grape 
and a slice of lime. Served in a 500-milliliter 
cup, the boozy fruit tea ranges in price from 
RMB25-34.

Our Guangzhou office tried the alco-
holic concoction, and across the board 
we’re not impressed. “It’s too light. It’s 
neither fruit juice nor beer,” Wesley 
from sales commented, with a look of 
disappointment on his face. “There’s no 
alcohol in it,” Alice from marketing con-
jectured after one big sip. Larold from 
editorial was perhaps the most posi-
tive, saying “I certainly don’t regret 
drinking it.” And there you have it, 
folks, Heytea’s beer tea has us say-
ing ‘no mas.’

Who’s drinking it: suckers
Price: RMB25-34
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Cajun Flair in the Air at 
13Factories
13Factories newly added Coffee Tasso Rubbed Sous Vide 
Pork Collar Steak is a beauty, plain and simple. Slightly 
cured and marinated with a blend of locally roasted cof-
fee grounds and house tasso rub and cooked sous vide 
for more than 24 hours, it’s not your typical steak. The 
American-style eatery has a reputation for Cajun eats and 
this well-marbled cut of pork with Maque Choux (pro-
nounced ‘mock-shoe’) and a side of mash is a welcome ad-
dition to the Zhujiang New Town haunt.

13Factories, 121 Huasui Lu, Zhujiang New Town, Tianhe District 天河
区珠江新城华穗路121号十三行 (3884 9230)

BREAKING BITE WIN! All-You-Can-Eat Glory at Tairyo 
Teppanyaki

Who doesn’t love an all-you-can-eat sushi dinner? This Japanese restau-
rant is a staple in Guangzhou, offering fresh sushi and sashimi, as well as 
delicious barbecue, rice and noodle dishes in an all-you-can-eat buffet 
setting. Additionally, Tairyo Teppanyaki offers free flow of select alcoholic 
beverages, including a dangerously tasty plum wine! As a nice bonus 
for That’s PRD readers in Guangzhou, we’re giving away six free dinner 
vouchers to Tairyo. For your chance to win, simply scan the QR code and 
send us your name and phone number. 

Zhujiang New Town location: 2/F, Zhizunhui, 263 Huasui Lu, 
Zhujiang Xincheng, Tianhe District 天河区珠江新城华穗路263号至尊
汇二楼 (8559 8937) 

Taojin location: 2/F, Guangyi Bldg, 34-38 Huale Lu, Taojin Lu, 
Yuexiu District 越秀区华乐路34-38号广怡大厦2楼 (8360 1371) 
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In Asia, food is intimately tied to cultural 
identity and in turn, pride. I’m reminded of 
this as I scroll through pictures of food on my 

phone: half a dozen dishes of various national 
origins arrayed across a series of rainbow-color-
ed tables. Together they represent Singapore’s 
much-vaunted multicultural society via the 
much-loved institution of its hawker centers.

The concrete or open-air structures hous-
ing dozens of tiny food, drink and snack stalls, 
some of them multigenerational businesses, are 
of course legendary among bloggers and critics 
alike. Michelin inspectors are among their fans: 
In 2016, they awarded stars to two vendors (for 
soy sauce chicken and pork noodles) in a first for 
street food-style eats.

But they’re also the subject of spirited region-
al debate. This past March, Singapore officially 
nominated its hawker food culture for UNESCO’s 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity. The move attracted criti-
cism from Malaysian foodies, chefs and even re-
gional government officials.

“Hawker culture in [the Malaysian state of] 
Penang is more unique than the hawker culture 
in Singapore, as we still have hawkers by the 
roadside and in food courts,” Penang Tourism 
Development and Heritage Committee chairman, 
Yeoh Soon Hin, is quoted as saying in a May web 
article. Earlier, Singapore’s announcement also 
spurred social media back-and-forth comparing 
both cuisines’ taste and originality.

The argument raises age-old (fine, decades-
old) questions: What makes street food authen-
tic? Who does it belong to, especially in places 
where cultural fusion has blurred lines not only 
among cuisines, but also peoples? And most im-
portantly, which country does street food better?

In the Malaysian town 
of Kota Bharu, on Thailand’s 
southern border, a friend and 
I set out one evening in search 
of sustenance as well as an-
swers. Naturally, we ended up 
at one of the city’s open-air 
night markets.

Rounding a corner off 
Jalan Pintu Pong, we came 
across tens of stalls and 
plastic tables set up in a 
wide expanse of asphalt. At 
one stall, we spotted a lo-
cal version of nasi kerabu 
– periwinkle-colored rice 
pilaf studded with shredded 

herbs and bean sprouts and 
paired with tender chicken. 
A packed stand selling 

spicy fried chicken also drew 
our eyes and noses, as did 

another selling fragrant 
egg waffles stuffed with 

shredded coconut. For 
drinks, yet another stall 
sold iced cups of liquid 
yogurt ladled from a 
clear plastic bucket and 

flavored with honeydew 
syrup.

At the night market, 
we pointed at metal trays 

to place our orders, choosing 

STREET FOOD FACEOFF 
A Tourist’s Take on the Singapore vs. Malaysia Debate
By Bailey Hu

HAWKER CULTURE IN PENANG IS 

MORE UNIQUE THAN THE HAWKER 

CULTURE IN SINGAPORE 

E A T  &  D R I N K  |  F E A T U R EE A T  &  D R I N K  |  F E A T U R E

among sauce-drenched chicken, stewed 
fish and colorful side dishes attended by a 
cloud of flies. Our takeaway orders came 
bundled up in what appeared to be stand-
ard packaging – a piece of banana leaf 
covered in wax paper (and once, secured 
by an iron nail). 

The down-to-earth aspects of the 
experience no doubt added to its flavor. 
But we couldn’t help but notice that in that 
bastion of local food and culture, the most 
popular stand, measured by the number 
of people lining up, sold American-style 
chicken tenders. Even in Malaysia, with its 
flavorful and varied cuisine, KFC culture 
had made inroads.

Yet if innovation and mingling of 
different regional cuisines is a fault, 
Singapore is equally guilty. Among its 
most beloved dishes is curry laksa, whose 
brilliant orange, milky depths contain 
multitudes – not only of spices (laksa 
leaves, chili, galangal root, lemongrass, 
candlenuts, turmeric), but also of national 
origins.
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On top of that, dishes like Teochew-
style chai tow kway, which tosses 
together soft chunks of radish-studded 
rice cake with egg, salty turnip, garlic 
and soy sauce in a hot wok; crispy, deep-
fried kueh pie tee cups filled with vegeta-
bles and flavored with chili and peanut; 
and even tender Hainanese chicken and 
rice, invented in Singapore and redolent 
of chicken fat and garlic, all owe a heavy 
debt to Chinese migrants.

The cleanliness and calm order 
of cafeteria-style hawker centers 
have been criticized for providing too 
‘sanitized’ an experience. But they also 
provide perks: Where Kota Bharu’s 
night market stalls were interspersed 
with small groups of tables, seats at 
Singapore staples like the Newton Food 
Centre gathered diners in a main central 
area. Not only did that make it easier to 
peruse more food stalls at once, but it 
also gave a more communal experience 
– an aspect specifically highlighted in 
Singapore’s official UNESCO bid.

Other factors being more or less 
equal, that leaves just one more point of 
comparison for the two countries, and 
the most subjective one of all: taste.

Like apples and oranges, it’s hard to 
pit, say, Kuala Lumpur’s fragrant, flavor-
ful beef rendang against translucent 
Singaporean bak kut teh broth. 
And finally, after a week and a 
half of intensively sampling 
local specialties and hawk-
er stalls, I caved.

I sat down at 
an Indian restau-
rant and ordered a 
dish of chicken biryani, 
feeling that the tongue-
tingling curry sauce 
pleasantly contrasted 
four days of subtle south-
ern Chinese flavors. Let the 
UNESCO experts and food 
critics handle the fine details; 
for now, at least, I’d just enjoy the 
food.
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The Food 
Sporting a pizza station on the left side, baked 
goods in the middle and a coffee and juice 
bar to the right, Benwo is bound to have 
something you’re craving. The cafe of-
fers pizza, pasta, brunch-esque items 
and a range of hot and cold bever-
ages. We settle on an iced latte 

The Place
Benwo Cafe is the definition of a hidden spot. 
Tucked away behind one of the many office 
slash retail buildings within Phoenix Creative 
Park, located roughly a kilometer southwest of 
Haizhu’s popular Taigucang Wharf F&B area, 
Benwo (the philosophical phrase meaning 
‘one’s self’ in English) is a private place that 
likely wouldn’t show up on many people’s ra-
dars. Still, despite its low-key location, the new 
cafe manages to welcome in plenty of light 
from the outside world.  

(RMB22) and a burrata, parmesan and ham 
pizza (9-inch for RMB78, 12-inch for RMB108). 

The latte was what we’ve come to expect 
at just about any decent cafe in town – your 
typical espresso and steamed milk beverage. 
But the pizza, to our surprise, had us bobbing 
our heads in approval. With a bulbous batch 
of burrata centrally located on the fresh ’za, 
which was also topped with prosciutto and 
arugula, we have to admit our expectations 
were more than met. The burrata, considered 
the ‘queen of Italian cheese’ by the foodies at 
Fine Dining Lovers, had a pleasant mozzarella 
exterior with a creamy interior. If it weren’t 
for the cheese-fest atop the thin crust pizza, 
however, nothing about it would have stood 
out.

The Vibe
In the center of Benwo lies a large, wooden 
community-style table, along with metallic 
tables on the right side, with seat cushions 
placed on top of large wooden benches. Each 
table has scan-to-order QR codes for the 
techies; others can approach the coffee bar 
to place an order. Outside the cafe, we see a 
young woman posing next to the shop, giving 
it that wanghong status so many Guangzhou 
cafes are going for these days.

Price: RMB50-100
Who’s going: millennial workers, pizza pengyou
Good for: snackin’ and chattin’  
Nearest metro:  Fenghuang Xincun (Exit A), 7 
minutes’ walk

Open daily, 8.30am-9pm; Bldg. 36, Phoenix Creative 
Park, 67 Gongye Dadao Bei, Haizhu District, 海珠区工
业大道北67号凤凰创意产业园36栋本我 (8415 8149)  

BENWO CAFE
Me, Myself and I
By Ryan Gandolfo
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The Vibe
Soft, soothing piano music floats throughout 
the bistro, where a quiet and relaxed ambiance 
is upheld by well-mannered patrons. 

Price: RMB200-300 
Who’s going: CBD dwellers, in-the-know foodies
Good for: a romantic dinner, quality European 
fare
Nearest metro:  Linhexi (Exit D), 5 minutes’ 
walk

Open daily, 11.30am-2pm, 5.30pm-1am; 136 Linhe 
Zhong Lu, Tianhe District 天河区林和中路136号柏蔻
餐厅 (8362 7601) 

The Place
A recent opening, Le Banquet is chic and 
elegant. The dining room is adorned with 
oil paintings, abstract art and – most nota-
bly – dried trees, all adding an artistic flair 
to the warmly-lit space. There’s also vintage 
furniture and real leather seating. Heck, even 
the restroom is getting in on the restaurant’s 
classy vibes, with emerald-colored floor tiles 
and soothing salmon-colored walls.  

If you’re looking to play posh and dine on 
dainty European dishes, Le Banquet might as 
well be your first choice in Guangzhou. 

The Food
We start our dining experience with the popu-
lar Antarctic scampi with caviar and sea urchin 
(RMB118), which is prepared raw and is an 
absolute delight – for our palates, anyway. 
Other highlights from the menu’s appetizer 
section include the French oyster platter (from 
RMB238 per half dozen) and Boston lobster 
with vegetables and black vinegar (RMB108).

For mains, house recommendations in-
clude the lamb chops, Boston lobster, Atlantic 
cod and steaks. We ignore our server’s recom-
mendations, though, and throw caution to the 
wind, ordering the classic seafood spaghetti 
with pesto sauce (RMB88). The pasta comes 
topped with juicy prawns and mussels, and the 
pesto sauce and noodles are authentic – rekin-
dling memories of our 2016 trip to Italy. 

To our surprise, Le Banquet offers diners a 
complimentary salad or soup when they order 
an entree (for the time being, anyway).

On top of a fine selection of red and white 
wines, the drink menu offers some good 
ol’ single-malt Scotch whiskys, such as The 
Macallan 18. 

We conclude our Le Banquet experience 
with a sweet matcha mousse (RMB58), which 
serves as an excellent end to a gourmet meal.

LE BANQUET 
BISTRO 
Chivalry and Caviar 
By Tristin Zhang 
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The Place
Tucked away in Tianhe district’s foodie hive – 
Tianhe South – you’re bound to find good eats 
every turn you take. We come across Pig Out 
over the October holiday and were immedi-
ately drawn in by the name. 

The burger, beer and pizza joint (with 
more menu items 
in the works) is 
run by Sebi and 
Eva, a friendly 
couple with ex-
perience running 
a similar concept 
in Lijiang, Yunnan 
called Wonderful 
Oops. Now, 
they’ve opened 
up a second res-
taurant to add a 
little zest to our 
fair city.

The Food 
Pig Out serves 
up mini-burgers, 

fries and pizza, with fresh ingredients used 
in their pies and juicy angus beef and flavor-
ful toppings combining for a pretty badass 
burger. We try the ‘Beer Me Burger’ (RMB31) 
and ‘Wasa-be Hot Burger’ (RMB33), as recom-
mended by the cook. 

Topped with old cheddar and mozza-
rella cheese and bacon, the Beer Me Burger 
is cooked with a unique beer sauce of your 
choosing (Pig Out’s sauces include lager, IPA 
and stout, as well as good ol’ BBQ.) It truly hits 
the spot, and is quite filling given its smaller 
stature. We next move on to the Wasa-be Hot 
Burger, which comes topped with mozza-
rella, a wasabi-infused mayo or ketchup and 
teriyaki-glazed bacon. It’s another winner, 
as the wasabi taste comes through while not 
overpowering the rest of the flavors.

Pig Out also does milkshakes and ice 
cream, and they do them right. Among their 
ice cream options, you’ll find Nutella chunk 
and a creative beer-flavored ice cream, which 
boasts a sweet and nutty aftertaste (and just 

PIG OUT
You Deserve It
By Ryan Gandolfo
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enough of a malty flavor to tell that beer is in 
the mix).

And if you’re looking to get your drink 
on, you’ve come to the right place. The shop 
offers a great selection of craft beers, includ-
ing Brewdog and Against the Grain, as well as 
refreshing brew tea (RMB22), which you can 
booze up with rum for only RMB3 extra.

The Vibe
As a corner shop smack dab in the middle of 
Tianhe South, Pig Out is a neat hang out spot 
anytime between lunch and the restaurant’s 
closing time. A couple of seats at the bar, a 
wooden bench and thin, modern chairs and 
tables round out the small outdoor establish-
ment, and ‘handy’ artwork is visible through-
out. 

Price: RMB50-75
Who’s going: cheat day eaters, beer drinkers
Good for: brew-cooked burgers, hanging 
out(side)
Nearest metro:  Tiyu Xi Lu (Exit D), 5 minutes’ 
walk

Open daily, noon-10pm; 34 Tianhe Nan Yi Lu, Tianhe 
District 天河区天河南一路34号 (185 8874 8321)
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Er Gou Pub
With two locations in Guangzhou, 
one in Zhongshan and a number 
of shops on popular e-commerce 
websites, Er Gou has reached a wide 
swath of the Pearl River Delta’s craft 
beer drinkers. Er Gou is a company 
that’s dedicated to educating craft 
beer newbies about the nuances 
of small-batch beer and they work 
hard to ensure their stock of suds is 
diverse and of good quality. 

If you live in Guangzhou or 
Zhongshan, please pop by and say 
hello to the fine folks at Er Gou; 
otherwise you can check out their 
online stores on Tmall, Taobao and 
JD.com. 

Er Gou is a great spot to snag 
a cold Beijing-brewed Jing-A beer, 
with both Flying Fist IPA and the 
brewery’s limited-edition beverage on offer. 

Shop 105-106, Jinyuan Building, Huaqiao Leyuan, 
Zhengping Nan Jie, Yuexiu District 越秀区正平南街
华侨乐园金源楼105-106铺 

Pig Out Three Spots Guangzhou Craft Beer Lovers Need to Know
We certainly do love a cold frothy pint of beer, and if you’re anything like us, you’re looking to avoid generic, big-brand beers. That’s right, we’re ‘craft 
heads,’ so to speak – lovers of small batch beer and the noble establishments that serve it. 

If you lived in Guangzhou five years ago, you’ll know that craft breweries were far from numerous back then. But, in the past half a decade, that 
has all changed: The city is now home to dozens of bars and restaurants that pour craft beer and we couldn’t be more grateful! 

This month, we wanted to take a few minutes to introduce you – our beer-lovin’ readers – to three of our favorite spots to snag a cold craft beer 
and some decent edibles. Each of the following spots also carries suds from Jing-A, a Beijing-based brewery that has become a favorite amongst 
China’s beer lovers! Read on to learn more.

Lizz
Lizz is a trendy pub located in Haizhu district that specializes in craft beer, 
coffee, tea and casual dining. The establishment is among favorites due to 
its 38 taps (that’s right, 38 taps!) and seemingly endless selection of small-
batch suds from all over the globe. 

The bar is named after Leeds United in the English Premier League and 
the staff and management at Lizz are a sports-loving bunch! As such, you 
can expect the bar to regularly show live sports for customers to enjoy.

Aside from craft beer and sporting events, Lizz is a hotspot for live 
music, with performances being held weekly! Pop by, snag yourself an ice-
cold glass of Worker’s Pale Ale and see what all the hype is about! We also 
strongly recommend sampling Jing-A’s Mandarin Wheat, which is session-
able and boasts a subtle fruity flavor that is as tantalizing as it is tasty! Like 
both of the aforementioned locations, Lizz also carries Flying Fist IPA. 

Shop 105-106, Jinyuan Building, Huaqiao Leyuan, Zhengping Nan Jie, Yuexiu District 越
秀区正平南街华侨乐园金源楼105-106铺 

Beams
What’s not to love about 
Beams? The establishment 
serves an amazing array of 
high-quality Western edibles at 
a reasonable price and carries 
an amazing selection of craft 
beer – available in both bottles 
and draft form. Popular menu 
items here include the scrump-
tious steak salad and salmon 
couscous salad, Italian Parma 
ham pizza and salami pizza, 
snack platter and sweet potato 
fries! 

Our favorite menu item, 
though, is Beams’ spectacular foie gras burger, which is 
– in our so humble opinion – among Guangzhou’s finest 
hamburgers. 

Giant, decadent and delicious, the foie gras burger 
pairs excellently with Jing-A’s Flying Fist IPA, its hoppy 
punch helping to cut through the burger’s savory flavors. 
Also available at Beams: Jing-A’s spectacular Mandarin 
Wheat (one of our personal favorites) and a secret, limit-
ed-edition beer.

Shop 183, West Gate, Weijiasi Plaza, 188 Huangpu Dadao Xi, 
Tianhe District 天河区黄埔大道西188号维家思广场西门183铺 (130 
7309 2482) 

CRAFT HEADS
A D V E R T O R I A L   |  E A T  &  D R I N K
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HEAR

  Le Rouge et le Noir 
French Musical 

  Gang of Four Post-Punk

  Alice Sara Ott Piano 

  Branford Marsalis Quartet Jazz

  Cecile McLorin Salvant Jazz 

  Beatrich Pop

Julien Sorel, the ambitious son of a 
carpenter in the village of Verrières, 
would rather read and daydream 
about the glorious victories of 
Napoleon’s long-disbanded army 
than work in his father’s timber busi-
ness with his brothers, who beat 
him for his intellectual pretensions. 
Despite his rocky relationships at 
home, the young man has a wild ro-
mantic life: He has an affair with the 
mayor’s wife and later falls in love 
with the daughter of a marquis. This 
French musical offers viewers stun-
ning musical scores and enchanting 
visuals, as well as a look at the rigid 
religious and social structures of 
19th-century France. 
Fri-Sun Nov 8-10, 2.30pm, 7.30pm; 
RMB180-1,080. Guangzhou Opera 
House, 1 Zhujiang Xi Lu, Tianhe District 

天河区珠江西路1号广州大剧院 (gzdjy.
org)

Gang of Four have been playing 
live shows since 1977, and are 
considered one of the most radical 
rock groups of the last 30 years. 
They’re energetic, aggressive and 
iconic, with tickets likely to sell out 
before their scheduled gig at Mao 
Livehouse. They serve as an influence 
to the likes of Massive Attack, INXS 
and the Red Hot Chili Peppers, so if 
any of those bands tickle your fancy, 
you’re going to want to check out 
this show. 
Wed Nov 20, 8.30pm; RMB280 pre-
sale. Mao Livehouse, 1/F, Zhongzhou 
Trading Center, Huizhan Nan Wu Lu, 
Haizhu District 海珠区会展南五路中州
交易中心1楼 (damai.cn)

The widely-lauded German-Japanese 
pianist returns to Guangzhou, where 
she will perform works of Debussy, 
Chopin and more. Ott played to a 
full house at Hercules Hall in Munich 
at the tender age of 5. Her recent 
performance with the London 
Symphony Orchestra was acclaimed 
by the Guardian, which wrote she 
“gave the kind of gawp-inducing bra-
vura performance of which legends 
are made.” 
Sun Nov 17, 7.30pm; RMB280/
RMB380. Guangzhou Opera House, 1 
Zhujiang Xi Lu, Tianhe District 天河区
珠江西路1号广州大剧院 (gzdjy.org) 

The opening act of this year’s Guangzhou Jazz Festival will be led by the 
Branford Marsalis Quartet, which was founded by the eponymous, Grammy-
winning saxophonist. With a career that spans four decades, Branford Marsalis 
has collaborated with the likes of Miles Davis and Dizzy Gillespie. The quartet 
are slated for an eight-program concert on November 22.  
Fri Nov 22, 8pm; RMB280-880. Xinghai Concert Hall, 33 Qingbo Lu, Ersha Island, 
Yuexiu District 越秀区二沙岛晴波路33号星海音乐厅 (ticket-easy.cn) 

The closing act of the Guangzhou Jazz Festival will feature the young and 
gifted jazz diva Cecile McLorin Salvant, who has won three Grammy Awards in 
just four years. Since her arrival on the scene, the world of jazz has been en-
thralled by the 28-year-old’s remarkable talent. You can catch her performance 
on December 1.  
Sun Dec 1, 8pm; RMB280-1,080. Xinghai Concert Hall, 33 Qingbo Lu, Ersha Island, 
Yuexiu District 越秀区二沙岛晴波路33号星海音乐厅 (ticket-easy.cn) 

According to Clash magazine, the 
21-year-old Lithuanian singer is rid-
ing high on the back of over one 
billion streams of her music in China. 
This is her second tour through 
China this year after she arrived in 
the Middle Kingdom in May. Her 
most recent single, ‘Runaway,’ was re-
leased in early 2019 and has already 
racked up close to two million views. 
Wed Dec 4, 8pm; RMB380/RMB480. 
Mao Livehouse, 1/F, Zhongzhou 
Trading Center, Huizhan Nan Wu Lu, 
Haizhu District 海珠区会展南五路中州
交易中心1楼 (showstart.com)  
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  That’s PRD Food & Drink Awards 

  Strawberry Music Festival 

  GIVES International Food 
& Fun Fair 

  The Job Fair for 
Foreigners in Guangzhou 

  AmCham Winter Ball 

That’s PRD will celebrate the best 
of our city’s restaurants, bars and 
clubs this November at our 2019 
That’s PRD Food & Drink Awards! 
You can join in the fun too. This 
is a fantastic opportunity to enjoy 
a night out with friends, make 
new ones and celebrate the best 
that Guangzhou has to offer. Live 
entertainment, free-flow alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic beverages, a self-
serve buffet and lots of other food-
ie fun await! Come for the food but 
be sure to stay for the awards, en-
tertainment and lucky draw – which 
is sure to be the highlight of the 
night! The event will feature the 
best bars and restaurants of South 
China as voted by our readership. 
This will also be an opportune oc-
casion to mingle with key members 
of the food and beverage industry 
as well as influential leaders in 
business and commerce.
Visit thmart.com.cn for tickets and 
more information. 

This year’s Strawberry Music Festival 
features a vast array of musicians 
ranging from sought-after hip-
hoppers to ethnic singers. Highlight 
acts include Chinese independent 
musician Pu Shu, hip-hopper Tizzy 
T, Danish electronic music duo Blue 
Foundation, British indie rock band 
Swim Deep and more. 
Sat-Sun Nov 30-Dec 1, 2pm (Nov30)-
9.30pm (Dec 1); from RMB320. 
Music Festival Square, Guangzhou 
Chimelong, Yingbin Lu, Panyu Dadao, 
Panyu District 番禺区番禺大道迎宾路
广州长隆度假区音乐节广场 (damai.cn) 

The Guangzhou-based Guangdong 
International Volunteer Expatriate 
Service (GIVES) is one of the most 
renowned volunteer groups in 
the city and has been a prominent 
charitable force in areas such as 
education, health and orphan care 
for more than two decades. At 
the GIVES carnival taking place at 
Canton Tower, an array of family-
friendly activities, performances 
and games are set to entertain 
visitors, while a range of food sta-
tions specializing in tasty edibles 
will be onsite to keep everyone 
full and happy. All profits from this 
event will go to Autism Integrated 
Education. 
Sun Nov 17, 11am-9pm; RMB10 
children, RMB30 adults, RMB20 raf-
fle tickets. 2/L, outdoor plaza of the 
Canton Tower, 222 Yuejiang Xi Lu, 
Haizhu District 海珠区阅江西路222号
广州塔2层观景平台 (gives.cn) 

One of China’s biggest and best 
job fairs for foreigners is taking 
place this November! Sponsored 
by ChinaJobs (run by the State 
Administration of Foreign Expert 
Affairs), and with hundreds of 
employers and thousands of jobs 
to choose from, the Job Fair for 
Foreigners has been around for 
more than 10 years in China. It 
offers all kinds of employment op-
portunities for people looking for 
either full-time or part-time jobs, 
or just an internship. This is a great 
chance to connect with employ-
ers and find new opportunities 
in a friendly environment that is 
designed to put employers and job 
seekers together. The job fair is free 
to attend. Visit echinacareer.com 
for registration. 
Sat Nov 9, 10am-4pm; free admis-
sion. China Hotel, 122 Liuhua Lu, 
Yuexiu District 越秀区流花路122号中
国大酒店 (echinacareer.com)

AmCham’s signature ‘Winter Ball’ is back and tickets are on sale now to the 
swanky event. With over 20 glorious years of history, AmCham Winter Ball 
is a blockbuster evening and is billed by the chamber as their ‘most glam-
orous signature event.’ Attended by consuls general and the city’s business 
elite, this event is the perfect opportunity to network and rub shoulders 
with the who’s who of Guangzhou. Themed ‘Peace & Love’ (cue the That 
’70s Show theme), guests can expect classic Motown tunes to whisk you 
back to a time when everything was ‘cool’ and ‘groovy.’ Additionally, at-
tendees will stand the chance to win some epic prizes, with the value of 
raffle giveaways this year totaling over RMB1,000,000! To 
purchase your tickets, scan the QR code.
Sat Dec 7, 6pm-late; RMB850-2,000. LN Garden Hotel, 
Guangzhou, 368 Huanshi Dong Lu, Yuexiu District 越秀区环市
东路368号广州花园酒店 (8333 8989) 

DO
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  Crab Feast at Imperial Springs 

  Yunnan Coffee Beans at Starbucks 

  Exquisite Hairy Crab Delicacies at Ming Court

Treat yourself to some juicy, seasonal hairy crab from the famous Yangcheng 
Lake at the secluded Imperial Springs, Guangzhou, a high-class hot spring 
resort located in Conghua. Here, the seasonal crabs are prepared with impec-
cable cooking skills and quality seasonings such as 10-year-old vinegar and 
3-year-old ginger. 
Daily until Nov 10, all day; prices starting from RMB268 per crab plus 15%. 
Imperial Springs, Guangzhou, 1 Congdu Dadao, Conghua District 从化区从都大
道1号广州从都国际庄园 (3108 8888) 

Starbucks’ annual Coffee Festival officially kicked off last month, meaning 
new, freshly brewed coffee is filling the air inside a Starbucks shop near you. 
Patrons in China will be exposed to the global coffee chain’s process of mak-
ing a superb coffee with select beans. Two brand-new, quality Arabica coffee 
bean varieties grown in Yunnan province were introduced during the festival, 
which were developed over a harmonious seven-year collaboration between 
Starbucks China and coffee farmers in Yunnan. Consider purchasing some the 
next time you pop in at a Starbucks Reserve store.  
Available at all Starbucks Reserve bar stores on the Chinese mainland. 

Hairy crab season is here! Michelin Plate restaurant Ming Court at Langham 
Place, Guangzhou is launching a special seasonal menu featuring the coveted 
crustaceans from Taihu, a lake in Suzhou famous for producing juicy and 
meaty hair crabs. Braised, stewed or steamed, these gastronomic delights are 
turned into delicacies by Chinese Executive Chef Chau. 
Daily Until Nov 15, all day; various prices. Ming Court, Langham Place, 
Guangzhou, 638 Xin’gang Dong Lu, Haizhu District 海珠区新港东路638号广州
南丰朗豪酒店 (8916 3333)

TA STE
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HONG KONG & MACAO CALENDAR
HK MO

NOV 8-24
DAILY

Macao Food Festival, free entry. Sai 
Van Lake Square 
It’s back, foodies: The annual 
Macao Food Festival returns this 
month and will be held in the pub-
lic square next to Macau Tower. The 
event draws both local residents 
and visitors alike to savor delicious 
Southeast Asian, European and 
Chinese delicacies. In addition to 
exciting live entertainment, games 
and beer competitions, this food 
fest is popular for its relaxed and 
welcoming al fresco dining atmos-
phere. 

 

NOV 14-17 
THU-SUN

66th Macao Grand Prix, various 
times; MOP50-1,000. Guia Circuit 
(macauticket.com)
Racing fans, the 66th Macao Grand 
Prix will be held this month from 
the 14th-17th. This annual racing 
event, as the only street circuit rac-
ing event in the world to feature 
both cars and motorcycles, has gar-
nered a massive following among 
racing fans – and elite drivers 
– around the world. Expect world-
class driving and fierce competition 
throughout the four-day event.

NOV 15-17, 22-24 
FRI-SUN 

Tap Siac Craft Market, various times; 
free admission. Tap Seac Square
Started in 2008, this craft market 
has grown to become a popular 

event among local and overseas 
creatives, who descend on the 
market to browse unique items 
and showcase their creations. Over 
220 stalls staffed by people from 
across Asia will display unique 
handicrafts, while workshops and 
stage performances will give up-
and-coming performers a chance 
to shine.   

UNTIL NOV 30   

7th Latin American Cultural Festival, 
various times and locations. Visit 
latinamericanfestival.org for more 
information
This year’s Latin American Cultural 
Festival will involve the participa-
tion of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, Mexico, 
Panama, Peru, Uruguay and 
Venezuela. An exciting array of 
activities are slated throughout the 
ongoing event, including photo ex-
hibitions, cooking demonstrations, 
a gourmet food festival, coffee and 
tea festival as well as a Latin wine 
and spirits festival. 

DECEMBER 1   
SUN

Macao International Marathon, for 
registration, visit macaumarathon.com
Calling all runners! Now in its 
38th year, the Macau Galaxy 
Entertainment International 
Marathon consists of a mini mara-
thon, half marathon and full mara-
thon, and is a popular event for 
runners of all ages and skill levels. 
The full marathon course includes 
the Peninsula, Taipa and Coloane. 
So, what are you waiting for? Dust 
off those running shoes and head 
down to Macao this month.

NOV 12-17
TUE-SUN

Hong Kong Open Badminton 
Championships 2019, various times; 
price TBD. Hong Kong Coliseum 
(www.discoverhongkong.com) 
We ask ourselves all the time: 
Where’s the love for badminton? If 
you’ve ever played against a savvy 
badminton player, you’ll know it 
can be quite a challenging sport. 
This month, the best of the best 
roll into town to compete for a 
grand prize of USD400,000. Let’s 
watch those birdies fly!

NOV 16
SAT

Beethoven Triple Concerto, 8pm; 
HKD160-420. Concert Hall, Hong 
Kong City Hall (discoverhongkong.
com)
This month, the Sitkovetsky Trio 
will collaborate with the Hong 
Kong Sinfonietta under the baton 
of Principal Guest Conductor 
Christoph Poppen, delivering a 
brilliant performance for clas-
sical music enthusiasts, and, to 
be frank, anyone with function-
ing ears. The program features 
Beethoven’s Concerto in C for vio-
lin, cello and piano as well as the 
Hong Kong premiere of Symphony 
No. 1 by German composer Hans 
Werner Henze and Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 1 in C. 

NOV 22-24
FRI-SUN

Clockenflap, all day; RMB800-1,340. 
Central Harbourfront (247tickets.
com)
Ready for one of Hong Kong’s 
biggest annual music and arts 
festivals? Because we certainly 
are! Clockenflap is back and ready 
to rock out, with a wide range of 
acts including British indie giants 
Mumford & Sons, controversial 
Miami rap star Lil Pump and indie-
rockers The Kooks. Gear up for 
plenty of up-and-comers as well, 
including hip hop artist Leo王 and 
offbeat electronic rock band Chai.

NOV 28-DEC 1
MON-FRI

Hong Kong Open 2019, all day; free 
entry (Nov 28-29), HKD400-600 (after 
Nov 29). The Hong Kong Golf Club, 
Fanling (ticketflap.com)
Fore! The great game of golf is 
hitting the verdant greens of Hong 
Kong this month as the Hong Kong 
Open returns. This year marks the 
61st edition of one of the city’s 
longest-running professional 
sports event. Expect to see some 
of the best professional golfers on 
the European Tour tee it up in the 
Fragrant Harbor.
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HOTEL NEWS 
NEWS

PROMOTIONS 

Wanda Vista Dongguan Celebrates 5th Anniversary 

On September 19, Wanda Vista Dongguan celebrated its fifth anniversary with 
a special dinner prepared by the hotel’s culinary team, which is headed by 
Spanish Michelin-starred chef David Guzman. 

Indulge in Sweet Romance with ‘Starry Vow’ Room Package at Four Seasons 
Hotel Guangzhou 

Lovey-dovey couples, stay with the Four Seasons Hotel Guangzhou and enjoy 
its ‘Starry Vow’ room package. Expect balloons in every corner of the room, a 
rose pedal bath and a three-course dinner by Italian Executive Chef Giancarlo, 
as well as a ‘love corner.’ 
Four Seasons Hotel Guangzhou, 5 Zhujiang Xi Lu, Tianhe District 天河区珠江西
路5号广州四季酒店 (8883 3881) 

New Club Lounge at The Ritz-Carlton, Guangzhou

Located on the 33rd floor of The Ritz-Carlton, Guangzhou, the new club lounge 
boasts a chaste, elegant and modern decor coupled with an impeccable view of 
the Pearl River and the Canton Tower. One of the highlights of the brand-new 
club lounge is the open kitchen, which serves Cantonese and Western goodies 
in the morning; sandwiches, salads, Cantonese soups and high tea, among oth-
ers, in the afternoon; and cocktails in the evening. 

The Ritz-Carlton, Guangzhou, 3 Xing’an Lu, Tianhe District 天河区兴安路3号广州
富力丽思卡尔顿酒店 (3813 6638) 

Westin Hotels & Resorts Arrives in Zhongshan

The Westin Zhongshan Guzhen was unveiled by Marriott International last 
month. It will mark the brand’s debut in Zhongshan and the hotel is expected 
to become a new landmark in the city. 

Sonia Li Named Director of Sales 
and Marketing at 1 Hotel Haitang 
Bay, Sanya 

Sonia Li has more than 11 years of 
experience working with renowned 
hotel brands. Prior to joining 1 Hotel 
Haitang Bay, Sanya, Li played key 
roles in the sales and marketing de-
partments at Sheraton Zhuhai Hotel, 
The St. Regis Zhuhai and Sheraton 
Zhongshan Hotel. 

David Chen Appointed as General 
Manager of The St. Regis Changsha 

Growing up in the United States, 
Chen begin his career in the hospi-
tality industry with Albany Marriott. 
He has held important positions 
in property hotels of Marriott 
International in major Chinese cities, 
including Beijing, Chongqing and 
Xiamen. 
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One-Night Stay in a Beijing 2022 Olympics 
Destination for RMB828

Looking for a fun way to cool off and spend the final days of summer 
with the whole family? Then we’ve got just the travel package for you! 
Head up north for a family-friendly getaway in Chongli, one of the major 
sites for the 2022 Winter Olympics. You and your family will stay at the 
Holiday Inn Resort Zhangjiakou Fulong, where you’ll be able to experi-
ence an array of fun activities suitable for both kids and parents. Along 
with meal vouchers, your stay also includes free access to the hotel’s kid-
friendly facilities, from China’s first BRICK LIVE Lego Center to the thrill-
ing outdoor cable car. All of that starting from just RMB828!

Chongli, a charming winter escape well regarded for its ski resorts, 
is set to host several events during the 2022 Winter Olympics. But it’s 
also a great destination for an autumn getaway! 

Two-Night Xi'an Hotel Stay for RMB856

Few cities in China can lay claim to as rich a culture as Xi’an. 
Famous for being the home of the Terracotta Warriors, the 
city’s 3,000-year history has played an enormous role in shaping 
China’s cultural heritage. As such, Xi’an makes for an amazing 
getaway, for not only history buffs and culture junkies, but also 
for food lovers – as the city’s Muslim area dishes out some of the 
best eats in China. As such, this month we’re excited to share this 
amazing vacation package with you: Two nights in the beautiful 
Greenland Soft Hotel for less than RMB1,000!

This travel package includes two consecutive nights’ stay 
at Greenland Soft Hotel, Xi’an for just RMB856. Benefits include 
complimentary breakfasts for two adults and one child under 12 
years old per day and an extra bed upon request.

For further details on this 
package and booking, scan 
the QR code. 

For further details on this package 
and booking, scan the QR code. 

TRAVEL DEALS



AD
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(Supported by               and                     ) (Supported by              )
Love Your Library Reading Experience Day  That’s Canton Craft Beer Pub Crawl 

On September 21, 15 local and expat families assembled at the Multi-
Culture section of Guangzhou Library to join the second ‘Love Your 
Library Reading Experience Day’ and a lantern-making workshop, both 
organized by Urban Family and Guangzhou Library. Two teachers expe-
rienced in the fields of science, programming and 3D printing joined the 
workshop to guide the little ones in creating their lanterns. A ‘Super Little 
Artist’ certificate was awarded to every ingenious participant at the end 
of the event.

That’s once again teamed up with the fine folks at Jing-A, Brooklyn 
Brewery and Grimbergen beer to host the second edition of the 
Canton Pub Crawl. The boozy event took thirsty patrons to three 
awesome local bars – the Paddy Field, Dog Coffee Roaster & Craft 
Beer and Beams Pizzeria – to sample some of the finest beers in 
town. There were also awesome prizes on hand, including T-shirts, 
baseball caps and beer glasses, as well as fun activities and games 
that kept attendees entertained.  

At last month’s ‘After Dark Shrimp Fest,’ hosted by That’s PRD at Fighting 
Man’s Club, attendees were treated to an eventful evening filled with 
drinking games and crayfish shelling contests. Winners went home with 
prizes like T-shirts, beer glasses and dining vouchers.

Last month saw the That’s x Jing-A Watermelon Championship hosted 
in two cities in the Pearl River Delta – The Chok Restaurant and Bar in 
Guangzhou and Car-Pit in Jiangmen. Contestants put their watermelon-
eating speed to the test at the event, which also featured watermelon-
balloon-blowing contests and a ‘pick out the seed’ challenge. Prizes 
were awarded to those who reigned supreme, including awesome Jing-A 
Beijing bikini T-shirts, beer belly fanny packs, rounds of beer and more. 

(Supported by               )(Supported by              )
That’s x Jing-A Watermelon Championship

CITY SCENES

After Dark Shrimp Fest 
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PRD FOCUS

On October 12, Merchiston International School held its offi-
cial Founders’ Day event, which attracted nearly 1,000 visi-
tors who enjoyed an art gallery exhibit, jazz performance, 

basketball match, afternoon tea and lots of outdoor fun. 

Luxury hotel brand Jumeirah opened its third hotel on the 
Chinese mainland – Jumeirah Hotel Guangzhou, which is adja-
cent to its sister establishment, Jumeirah Living Guangzhou. 

Last month saw the one-year anniversary of The St. Regis Zhuhai, 
which is conveniently located next to Macao. A range of perfor-
mances graced the celebration. 

In concert with the Agricultural Trade Office of the Consulate 
General of the US in Guangzhou, 1920 Restaurant & Bar launched a 
month-long special menu in October, offering patrons liquors, beers 

and a delicious array of dishes prepared with quality ingredients from 
the North American country.

Calling all yogis: Luxury yoga outfit and running gear brand 
Lululemon opened its flagship store in Guangzhou on October 
17.

Live in Art, Louvre, a luxurious furniture brand based in Foshan, 
opened its Guangzhou branch on September 29.  



AD
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LISTINGS Winner of a That's PRD 
2018 Food & Drink Awards

Scan for complete listings
Want to see all restaurants, hotels and more in 
Guangzhou? Check out www.thatsmags.com or follow 
our official WeChat account by scanning the QR code.

FOOD & DRINK
Aroma Bistro Shop 117, 1/F, Voka Street, 
460 Tianhe Bei Lu, Tianhe District  (185 
0200 1416) 
天河区天河北路 460 号沃凯街首层 117 铺

Join the Bravo Mug Club to enjoy the fol-
lowing benefits: 1) points earned on every 
RMB1 spent at Bravo; 2) an exclusive 
pint glass; 3) four E-vouchers that can be 
redeemed for house brewed beer; and so 
much more! Annual membership costs 
RMB288. Visit Bravo for more details.

 Bravo Shop 114-115, 6 Huajiu 
Lu, Zhujiang Xincheng, Tianhe District 
天河区珠江新城华就路 6 号 114-115 铺 

 
 Buongiorno 1) 3/F, Yi An Plaza, 

33 Jianshe Liu Malu, Yuexiu District (8363 
3587); 2) A7, Xinshijie Haoyuan Diyi Ju, 
168 Dongcheng Nan Lu, Dongguan (0769 
2339 6499) 
邦奴意大利餐厅 1) 越秀区建设六马路宜安广场 3
楼 ; 2) 东莞市东城南路 168 号新世界豪圆第一居
A7 号

Element Fresh 1) Shop L302, TaiKoo 
Hui, 383 Tianhe Lu, Tianhe District 
(3808 8506); 2) G/F, 42 Qingfeng Jie, 
Zhujiang Xincheng, Tianhe District 
(3828 8482) 
新元素 , 1) 天河区天河路 383 号太古汇广场 L302
店 ; 2) 天河区珠江新城清风街 42 号首层

Gail’s American Cuisine & Bar Shop 11, 
2/F, 6 Xingsheng Lu, Tianhe District (8928 
0920, 3759 4226) 
天河区兴盛路 6 号尚东君御二楼 11 铺

Happy Monk 1) Back of Yi'an Plaza, Jian-
she  Wu Malu, Yuexiu District (8376 5597) 
; 2) No. 109, 7Xingsheng Lu, Zhujiang 
Xincheng, Tianhe District (3877 8679); 
3) Outdoor Plaza, Happy Valley Mall, 36 
Machang Lu, Tianhe District (3832 5317)
1) 越秀区建设五马路宜安广场后门 ; 2) 天河区珠
江新城兴盛路 7 号 109 号铺 ; 3) 天河区珠江新城
马场路 36 号太阳新天地户外广场  

 Hooley’s Irish Pub and 
Restaurant 1)101, 8 Xingsheng Lu, Zhuji-
ang Xincheng, Tianhe District (3886 2675); 
2)Section 2, Yijia Yuan, 7 Xingzhongdao, 
Zhongshan 
1)爱尔兰西餐酒吧, 天河区珠江新城兴盛路8号101; 
2) 中山市兴中道7号颐嘉苑2卡 

 Morgan’s Public House Tra-
ditional English style bar that fosters a 
cosy intimate atmosphere. Both Taverns 
offer an extensive menu of Western 
favorites and different theme nights 
throughout the whole week.
Poly 108, 6 Huajiu Lu, Zhujiang Xincheng, 
Tianhe District (8550 3038)
致盛 , 天河区珠江新城华就路 6 号保利 108 公馆 
 
Oggi Pizzeria 1) Shop 119, 8 Xingsheng Lu, 
Tianhe District (3805 1282); 4) 1 Tianlun 
Garden, Jianshe 4 Lu,Yuexiu District (8356 
1196) www.oggirestaurant.com

卡布里西餐厅 1) 天河区兴盛路 8 号 119 铺 ; 2) 越
秀区建设四马路天伦花园首层

Polaris Bar and Dining  Address: 87 
Huangpu Dadao Xi, Tianhe District. 
天河区黄埔大道西 87 号

Rebel Rebel 42 Tiyu Dong Lu, Tianhe Dis-
trict (8520 1579)
天河区体育东路 42 号

 Slow Life An organic, health-
conscious Western restaurant that excels 
in Spanish cuisine, Slow Life aims to be a 
place where guests can take a break from 
their busy schedules to visit with friends 
and family over a feast of delicious fusion 
dishes. Shop 107, 1/F, Gaozhi Dasha, 120 
Huangpu Dadao Xi, Tianhe District; Shop 
205, 2/F, Kaihua International Center, 5 
Xiancun Lu, Tianhe District  
天河区黄埔大道西120号高志大厦首层107铺 
(3788 7173, 3788 7172); 天河区冼村路5号凯华
国际中心二楼205铺 (2818 7263)  

 Summer House Directly behind 
the Marriage House, Xietian Li, Lingnan 
Tiandi, Chancheng District, Foshan (133 
9223 6374, www.summerhouse.com.cn) 
佛山市禅城区岭南天地协天里（嫁娶屋正后面）粤
天地 112-116 号铺 
 

 Sultan Restaurant Turkish 
BBQ  
1) 1-3/F, 367 Huanshi Dong Lu, between 
Baiyun Hotel and Friendship Store, 
Yuexiu District (8349 4170, 8349 4171); 
2) Shop 102 & 114, Zhonghai Jinghui 
Huating, 31 Xingsheng Lu, Zhujiang 
Xincheng, TianHe District(3801 5002)
1) 苏坦土耳其烧烤餐厅 , 越秀区环市东路 367 号
1-3 楼 ( 白云宾馆与友谊商店夹位处 ); 2) 广州市
天河区珠江新城兴盛路 31 号中海璟晖华庭二期商
铺 102 & 114 

Tairyo Teppanyaki 1) 2/F, Zhizhunhui, 
263 Huasui Lu, Zhujiang Xincheng, 
Tianhe Dis- trict (8559 8937); 2) 2/F, 
Guangyi Bldg, 34- 38 Huale Lu, Yuexiu 
District (8360 1371) 
大渔铁板烧 1) 珠江新城华穗路 263 号至尊汇二楼 ; 
2) 越秀区华乐路 34-38 号广怡大厦 2 楼 ;

 Zapata’s Shop A21 Party 
Pier, Located in Party Pier, just a stone's 
throw away from the Canton Fair complex, 
the hot venue also comes with an out-

FUJIYAMA GO GO 
November Special Offers 
Originally hailing from Japan, Fujiyama Go Go is a culinary hotspot that special-
izes in cooking a variety of ramen known as tsukemen. You can check out the 
brand’s first shop on the Chinese mainland in Guangzhou’s Popark Shopping 
Mall, right next to the Guangzhou East Railway Station Metro Station. The noo-
dle restaurant’s interior is decorated in an eye-catching Japanese manga style, 
which, coupled with excellent service, draws attention from young patrons.

Throughout the month of November, Fujiyama Go Go is treating customers 
to a matcha ice cream. All ramen lovers have to do is share epic food pics to 
their WeChat Moments and include the restaurant’s name in the location bar. 
Also on November 11, order any of their three special ramen bowls and get 
another for free. We’ll see you there! 

Fujiyama Go Go, Shop 1117, B1/F, Popark Shopping Mall, 63 Linhe Zhong Lu, Tianhe District 天河区
林和中路63号东方宝泰广场B1层111号富士山55沾麵拉麵专门店 (8759 9110) 

OPEN  DOORS
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MANGO TREE
‘Thai-up’ in La Perle Plaza
Popular Thai food chain Mango Tree, which was recently awarded a Michelin 
Plate rating by the Michelin Guide Guangzhou 2019, is popular for its traditional 
dishes, authentic Thai flavors and attentive service. With branches in London, 
Tokyo, Osaka, Dubai, Hong Kong, Manila and Bombay, Mango Tree is truly a 
global phenomenon. 

This past September, the chain opened a second branch in Guangzhou in 
La Perle Plaza in Taojin – much to the delight of Yuexiu-based Thai-food lovers. 
The restaurant is headed by Chef Aphichat from Thailand.

Mango Tree’s signature dishes include the yellow curry crab, grilled pork 
neck fillet and tom yun goong. Highlights from the drink menu include such in-
novative cocktails as ‘lychee smash,’ ‘mango tango’ and the lemongrass mojito. 

Shop 218A, La Perle Plaza, 367 Huanshi Dong Lu, Yuexiu District 越秀区环市东路367号丽柏广场
218A号铺 (8352 2263)

standing riverside terrace, which is perfect 
for an evening of drunken merrymaking. 
Yuejiang Xi Lu, Haizhu District (8977 
9596)
海珠区阅江西路珠江啤酒厂琶醍文化区 A21

HEALTH 
All Smile - Dr. Lu Int’l Dental Clinic Rm 
603-604, 6/F, Metro Plaza, 183 Tianhe Bei 
Lu (24-hour hotline: 8755 3380). Mon-Sat 
9am-6pm (other times by appointment) 
大都会牙科，天河北路183号大都会广场六楼
603-604 
 
Bellaire International Clinic  Rm 302D, Fuli 
Park, 28 Machang Lu  (3891 0511/ 24-hr 
152 1881 8990),  Bellaireclinic.com 
贝利尔诊所， 天河区珠江新城马场路富力公园28
商业区302D  
 
Deron Dental 3905-3909/F, Tianying Plaza 
East Tower, No.222 Xingming Lu, Tianhe 
(3886 4821,www.kaiyiyk.com) 
德隆齿科诊所，广州市天河区兴民路 222 号天盈广
场东塔 39 楼 3905-3909

Dr. Sherily Xiao Master of Medicine. 
23years in TCM & Acupuncture & Physio-
therapy  & Massage in Clinic and Classes 
5 years International Clinic Experience. 
Only for appointment. Nr.3 Jian She Wu 
Ma Road De An Building Yue Xiu District 
Guangzhou（Tel: 137 1052 6617;  E-mail: 
xiaoshuilan@hotmail.com) 
广州市越秀区建设五马路3号德安大厦

Eur Am Medical & Dental Center 1/F, 
North Tower, Ocean Pearl Bldg, 19 Huali 
Lu, Zhujiang Xincheng (3758 5328, 24-
hr urgent care: 137 1041 3347, www.
eurammedicalcenter.com)
广州康辰医疗 , 珠江新城华利路 19 号远洋明珠大厦
北座首层

Guangzhou Narcotics Anonymous Meetings: 
Monday 6.30pm and Friday 7pm. (For help: 
188 9857 0042 (French, Chinese & English), 
133 3287 0750 (Persian), 185 8876 4470 (Eng-
lish), www.nachina.com) 

H&H Dental Center 1/F, Mingmen Build-
ing, 4 Huacheng Dadao, Zhujiang Xincheng, 
Tianhe District (3808 0700, 3808 0729; 
24-hour hotline: 139 2516 2826; E-mail: hnh-
dental@163.com)
H&H 牙科中心（嘉茜医疗门诊 ), 天河区珠江新城
花城大道 4 号名门大厦正门首层

iBorn Clinic  Rm 2202-2203, Qiaoxin Kin-
gold Century,  62 Jinsui Lu, Tianhe District ( 
3736 2020/ 24-hr 3736 2110)
爱博恩综合门诊  天河区珠江新城金穗路侨鑫金融
中心2202-2203

iBorn Women’s & Children’s Hospital No.6 
Longkou Dong Lu, Tianhe District (2811 
6375/185 2018 8335; Job seeking: 185 2031 
1686, Lyan) 
广州爱博恩妇产医院 , 天河区龙口东路 6 号

Sing Health Medical 2 Xian Cun Rd, 
Zhu Jiang New Town, Tian He District, 
Guangzhou, Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat-Sun 
9am-3pm, Tel: 3739 2500 Open Every Day 
广州新宁门诊， 天河区 珠江新城 冼村路 2 号

United Family Guangzhou Clinic  
1/F, Annex Bldg, PICC Bldg, 301 Guangzhou 
Dadao Zhong (4008 919 191, 24-hr urgent 
care:  8710 6060) 
广州越秀和睦家门诊部 , 广州大道中 301 号人保大
厦南塔副楼首层

Guangzhou United Family Hospital
Open 24/7. 24-hr Service Center: 4008
919191, 24-hr Emergency Hotline:
(020) 3610 2333 No. 28, Fangyuan Lu,
Haizhu District, Guangzhou 
广州和睦家医院 广州市海珠区芳园路 28 号 

LIFESTYLE
Guangdong Int’l Volunteer Expatriate Service 
(GIVES)  
Contact Rosaline Yam (8778 2778; givescn@

yahoo.com) www.gives.cn

Guangzhou Women’s Int’l Club (GWIC) For 
contact information, visit www.gwic.org

SO’ O LK (Hair Salon) 1) G/F, 545 Binjiang 
Dong Lu, Haizhu District (3425 7429); 2) 
Shop 103A, World Trade Centre, 371-375 
Huanshi Dong Lu, Yuexiu District (8760 
6299); 3) Shop101, 712 Binjiang Dong Lu, 
Haizhu District (8419 1022); 4) Shop101, 
Fuli Edinburgh Apartment, 2 Huali Lu, 
Zhujiang New Town, Tianhe District(3826 
3718); 5) Shop 15 2/F, Chateau Star River 
Hotel, Yingbin Lu, Panyu District(3479 
0641); 6) Shop81-82, G/F, New City Plaza, 
Olympic Garden, Luoxi New Town, Panyu 
District(3452 1826); 7) Shop 21, Agile Phase 
II, Fenghuang Bei Lu, Huadu District(3692 
8686)
苏豪路易士，嘉玛发廊，1) 天河区天河北路 366 号
都市华庭 13 铺 ; 2) 越秀区环市东路 371-375 号世
界贸易中心首层 103A; 3) 海珠区滨江东路 712 号
101 铺 ; 4) 天河区珠江新城华利路 2 号富力爱丁堡
公寓 101 铺 ; 5) 番禺区迎宾路星河湾酒店 2 楼 15
号铺 ; 6) 番禺区洛溪新城奥园城市花园首层 81-82
号铺 ; 7) 花都区凤凰北路雅居乐二期 21 号铺

EDUCATION
American International School of 
Guangzhou (AISG)  
1) 3 Yanyu Nan Lu, Ersha Island (8735 
3393); 2) 19,Kexiang Road Luogang 
District,Science Park, Guangzhou (3213 
5555) 
1) 广州美国人 ，二沙岛烟雨南路 3 号 ; 2) 广州罗岗
区科翔路 19 号

Baioo International Infant Care & 
Preschool  No. 301, 3/F, Utopa, Goldchi 
Building, 120 Huangpu Dadao, Tianhe Dis-
trict (8565 3625) 
天河区黄埔大道西 120 号高志大厦优托邦驿站 3 楼
301 号百奥国际幼教中心

Canadian Foreign Language School Cam-
bridgshire Garden, Panyu District (39191868 
ext. 0)
广州市番禺区剑桥郡加拿达外国语学校，广州市番
禺区剑桥郡花园

Canadian International School of 
Guangzhou Merchant Hill, Dongyi Lu, Panyu 
District (3925 5321, www.cisgz.com)
广州加拿大人国际学校，番禺区东艺路招商金山谷

Canadian Internatioanal Kindergarten 
Agile Garden, Yinbin Lu, Panyu District 
(8456 6551). 
加拿大国际幼儿园，番禺区迎宾路雅居乐花园

Canton Global Academy 4 Chuangjia Road, 
Jinshazhou, Baiyun District, Guagnzhou (180 
2401 1757)
广州寰宇外籍人员子女学校 , 广州市白云区金沙洲
创佳路 4 号

Clifford School International International 
Building, Clifford School, Clifford Estates, 
Shiguang Lu, Panyu District (8471 8273; 
8471 1441; 8471 1694) 
祈福英语实验学校，番禺区市广路                    

Eclipse English Education 18D, 

Center 1: No.368, Tianhe Bei Road, GZ 
(Tel:38780382,18922769713) 
学习中心1: 爱誉英语, 天河北路, 368号, 18D 
Center 2: No.33, Cuifu St, Chaotian Rd,GZ      
学习中心2: 越秀区朝天路崔府街33号首层     
Center 3: Apt. C, 15/F, Office Building Xinhe 
Square, No.211-8, Chang Gang Zhong Road, 
GZ   学习中心3: 海珠区昌岗中路211-8号，信和
中心，15楼C
 
Guangzhou Nanfang International School 
No. 1, Yucuiyuan North, Yinglong Lu, Long-
dong, Tianhe District (3886 6952, 3886 3606, 
Fax: 3886 3680, www.gnischina.org)  广州
南方外籍人员子女学校，天河区龙洞迎龙路瑜翠
园北一号

ISA International School Guangzhou Block 
C2-2, 128 Yuancun Siheng Lu, Tianhe Dis-
trict (8890 0909, info@isaschool.com) 

广州爱莎国际学校, 天河区员村四横路128号红专
厂创意园C2-2 

Stone Eden Nursery School A316, Guang-
zhou Opera House, 1 Zhujiang Xi Lu, Tianhe 
District (8852 6503, info@stoneedennursery.
com)
英诺儿英国早托 , 天河区珠江西路 1 号广州大剧院
A316 

The British School of Guangzhou 983-3 

OPEN  DOORS

Tonghe Lu, Baiyun District (8709 4788) 广州
英国学校, 白云区同和路983-3 
 
Trinity International Kindergarten 663 
Huacheng Dadao, Zhujiang New Town, 
Tianhe District (8558 3287) 圣心国际幼稚园, 天
河区珠江新城花城大道663号

Utahloy Int’l School www.utahloy.com 1) 
800 Shatai Bei Lu, Baiyun District  (8720 
2019, fax 8704 4296); 2) Sanjiang Town, 
Zeng Cheng (8291 4691 fax: 8291 3303)
广州誉德莱国际学校，1) 白云区沙太北路800号 ；2)
增城三江镇

HOTEL
Chimelong Hotel Panyu Dadao, Panyu District 
(8478 6838, gz.chimelong.com)
长隆酒店 , 番禺区番禺大道

Chimelong Hengqin Bay Hotel Hengqin 
New District, Zhuhai (0756-299 8888, www.
chimelong.com)
长隆横琴湾酒店 , 珠海市横琴新区

Chimelong Penguin Hotel Hengqin New 
District, Zhuhai (0756-299 3366, www.chime-
long.com)  
长隆企鹅酒店, 珠海市横琴新区

Chimelong Circus Hotel Hengqin New Dis-
trict, Zhuhai (0756-299 3399, www.chimelong.
com) 长隆马戏酒店, 珠海市横琴新区

China Hotel 122, Liuhua Lu, Yuexiu District 
(8666 6888; www.chinahotelgz.com) 
中国大酒店 , 越秀区流花路 122 号

Conrad Guangzhou 222 Xingmin Lu, Tianhe 
District (3739 2222)  
广州康莱德酒店，天河区兴民路222号

DoubleTree by Hilton Guangzhou 391 
Dongfeng Lu, Yuexiu District (2833 7215; 
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ACCOUNTING FIRMS 

Harris Corporate Solutions Ltd
Guangzhou | Shanghai | Beijing | Hong Kong
Established since 1972
• WFOE & Rep. Office Set Up
• Accounting & Tax Compliance
• Payroll, HR & Visa Solutions
• Hong Kong & Offshore Company 
Registration
• Hong Kong & China Bank Account 
Opening
Serving all your business needs for 
investing in China. Call us for a free 
consultation.
Tel: (86)20-8762 0508
Mobile: 135-703-48815
Email: info.gz@harriscorps.com.cn

Romeo Lau & Co.
work visa, WFOE, JV, RO, HK company, 
auditing, car rental,driver license.
www.romeolawoffice.com
Mobile: 13570993252, 020-38865269, dmc_
canto@yahoo.com

BUSINESS SERVICES

BRIGHT BUSINESS CONSULTANT
Improve your business performance and 
solve the problems you concerned for your 
business. 
Website: www.bright-bc.cn 
Contact  86 20 38032507  Ms. Lau  

HiTouch Consulting
• Hong Kong Company 
• Company Registration
• Tax & Accounting
• Trademark & Patent
• China Visa
Tel: 400-9999-793
Website:  www.hitouch.com
Guangzhou丨Shanghai 丨Yiwu 

CENTURY, a Comprehensive Office 
Services Company
1. Office Relocation, Personal Relocation
2. Second-hand Office Furniture Resell
3. Office Cleaning Services
4. Landscaping/Indoor Plant

5. Carpet Cleaning
6. Pest Control
Tel: (86 20) 2816 5345
Email: guangzhou@centuryrelo.com

CHURCH   

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
Expatriates welcome!  Large group multi-
national, non-denominational expatriate 
Christians hold English services Sundays 
10.00am to 11.30am.  Need foreign 
citizenship proof.  
Website: www.gicf.net  Tel: 177 2768 5019.

EDUCATION   

Hanbridge Mandarin School 翰语桥语言学校
80RMB/H～
Daily Chinese/Business Chinese/ HSK 
Kids Chinese/Cantonese/Company 
Training  
Zhujiang NewTown ,Tianhe ,GZ.
www.han-bridge.com
TEL&Wechat 189 9838 3060，18102729662
Native English teachers needed
Online courses available

JOBS OFFERED     
  
CANTON GLOBAL ACADEMY (CGA) is 
an international school in Guangzhou 
operating the UK National Curriculum. 
It is part of the Canadian International 
Educational Organisation. Currently it has 
recruited students from Nursery (aged 3 
years) to Year 6 (aged 12 years) and the 
school is growing quickly. 
Required for January (or sooner)
Fully qualified and experienced Primary 
Years teachers. Preference will be given 
to applicants who have knowledge 
of and experience in teaching the UK 
National Curriculum Primary programme 
and to those who may have specialist 
qualifications for example in ESL, science 
and Music.
CGA OFFERS

CLASSIFIEDS
*Initial two-year contract
*Competitive salary
*Annual flight allowance
*International Health insurance
*Benefits including accommodation 
allowance, end of contract bonus
Applicants should send a full CV listing two 
independent educational referees and a 
letter of application on/by 31 December to
Charles Chao, Chief Operations Officer, on 
charles.chao@cgagz.com 
from whom further information may be 
obtained.

South China HR English Website
 (English.job168.com) 
China's most famous & professional job 
hunting website  
8/F, Nanfang Jingdian Building, No. 198 
Tianhe Road, Guangzhou  
1/F,Huapu Building, No.104 Tianhe 
Road,Guangzhou (Tel: 85584676)
南方人才网英文站(english.job168.com)
广州市天河路198号南方精典大厦八楼
广州市天河路104号华普大厦西座一楼 

Eclipse English Education
Native English teachers wanted.
Competitive pay with flexible scheduling.
Free Chinese classes for employees.Tianhe 
location.
13902273359 or (020) 38780382 Mrs.Wong

REAL ESTATE

WORKING SPACE SHARING
Share Conference Room & Share 
Workstations Best environment and 
favorable price, especially  for design and 
creative team. 
Location at Zhujiang New Town
Contact  131 6088 3628  Beryl    

Life Partner provides house leasing, 
housekeeping and other personalized 
services to expatriates from Multi 
Corporations and foreign institutes as well 
as to individuals. 
Guangzhou/Foshan/Zhaoqing/Zhengzhou/Wuhan 
Since 2004
Contact Person: Ellen Pan,  
Tel: 020-3881 3137, Mobile: 159 1878 3607
Email: panhj@lifepartner.cn

Web: www.lifepartner.cn

TRAVEL   
 
Free N Easy Travel 
An International Travel Agency in GZ, 
offers you the most competitive airfares, 
best discounted hotels worldwide and great 
getaway packages.
Call our Toll free no.800-830-2353 or Tel 
3877 2345 or email us at Guangzhou@
fnetravel.com or visit us at our travel 
center at 218 Sky Galleria, CITIC PALAZA, 
233 Tianhe North Road or check for more 
details at our website---www .fnetravel .com

Turkish Airlines Rm. 6107, Citic Plaza, 233 
Tianhe Bei Lu, Tianhe District (3877 1690, 
3877 1691, www.turkishairlines.com)天河区
天河北路233号中信广场6107室

 MOVING & SHIPPING

AGS Four Winds is leading international 
moving company offers a full range 
relocation, moving, and storage services. 
Our global network of over 300 offices 
worldwide plus 40 years experience in the 
moving industry, we know your concerns 
and have the ability to serve you anywhere 
in the world.
We are FAIM & ISO 9001-2008 accredited, 
members of the FAIM and FIDI.
Contact us for FREE survey and quotation:
Tel: +86 20 8363 3735
Email: manager.guangzhou@agsfourwinds.
com
Website: www.agsfourwinds.com 

Rayca Moving & Transportation Services
With 10 years experience, Rayca provides 
international, domestic, local moving 
services & pet relocation service. We 
can effectively move you anywhere with 
competitive price!
You move, you save!
Service hotline: 400-048-9099
Email: info@raycatrans.com
Website:www.raycatrans.com

2833 2888) 
广州希尔顿逸林酒店 , 越秀区东风路 391 号 

Grand Hyatt Guangzhou 12, Zhujiang Xi Lu, 
Zhujiang New Town, Tianhe District (8396 
1234 www.guangzhou.grand.hyatt.com)
广州富力君悦大酒店 , 天河区珠江新城珠江西路 12
号

Guangzhou Marriott Hotel Tianhe 228 Tianhe 
Lu, Tianhe District (6108 8888) 
广州正佳广场万豪酒店，天河区天河路 228 号

Langham Place Guangzhou 638 Xingang 
Dong Lu, Haizhu District(8916 3388) 
广州南丰朗豪酒店 , 海珠区新港东路 638 号

LN  Garden Hotel, Guangzhou 368, Huanshi 
Dong Lu (8333 8989, www.thegardenhotel.
com.cn) LN Garden Hotel, Guangzhou, 368 
Huanshi Dong Lu, Yuexiu District   
广州花园酒店 , 越秀区环市东路 368 号花园酒
店 (8333 8989)

LN Garden Hotel Nansha Guangzhou, 1 Da-
jiao Er Lu, Nansha District (3210 8888) 
广州南沙花园酒店 , 南沙区大角二路 1 号

LN Hotel Five, Guangzhou 277 Yanjiang 
Zhong Lu, Yuexiu District （8931 0505）
广州岭南五号酒店，越秀区沿江中路 277 号

Mandarin Oriental, Guangzhou 389 Tianhe Lu, 
Tianhe District (3808 8888) 
广州文华东方酒店 , 天河区天河路 389 号

Park Hyatt Guangzhou 16 Huaxia Lu, Zhuji-
ang New Town, Tianhe District, Guangzhou 
(3769 1234)
广州柏悦酒店 天河区珠江新城华夏路 16 号

Shangri-La Hotel Guangzhou 1, Huizhan 
Dong Lu, Haizhu District  (8917 8888, www.
shangri-la.com)
广州香格里拉大酒店 , 海珠区会展东路 1 号

Sofitel Guangzhou Sunrich 988 Guangzhou 
Dadao Zhong, Tianhe District (3883 8888) 
广州圣丰索菲特大酒店 , 天河区广州大道中 988 号 . 
www.sofitel.com

The Ritz-Carlton, Guangzhou 3, Xing’an Lu, 
Zhujiang New Town, Tianhe District (3813 
6688, www.ritzcarlton.com) 广州富力丽思卡尔顿
酒店, 天河区珠江新城兴安路3号

W Guangzhou 26 Xiancun Lu, Zhujiang New 
Town, Tianhe District (6628 6628) 
广州 W 酒店 , 天河区珠江新城冼村路 26 号

White Swan Hotel 1 Shamian Nan Jie, Liwan 
District (8188 6968)
白天鹅宾馆 , 荔湾区沙面南街 1 号

 

CONSULATES
Argentina 2405, Teem Tower, 208 Tianhe 
Lu, Tianhe District (3888 0328, cguan@
mrecic.gov.ar) 
阿根廷共和国领事馆 , 天河区天河路 208 号粤海天
河城大厦 2405 单元 
 
Brazil Rm 1403, 10 Huaxia Lu, R&F Center, 
Zhujiang New Town, Tianhe District (020-
83652236; cg. cantao.itamaraty.gov.br)  
巴西驻广州总领事馆 , 珠江新城华夏路 10 号富力中
心 1403 室

Australia 12/F, Zhujiang New City, Develop-
ment Centre, 3 Linjiang Lu (Tel: 3814 0111; 
Fax: 3814 0112) www.guangzhou.china.em-
bassy.gov.au  
澳大利亚领事馆，临江路 3 号珠江新城发展中心 12
楼

Belgium Room 0702, 7/F, R & F Center, Unit 
2, 10 Huaxia Lu, Zhujiang Xincheng, Tianhe 
District (Tel: 3877 2351; Fax: 3877 2353)
天河区珠江新城华夏路 10 号富力中心 7 楼 0702 室

Cambodia Rm 802, The Garden Hotel (Tow-
er), Huangshi Dong Lu (Tel: 8333 8999 - 805; 
Fax: 8365 2361) 
柬埔寨领事馆，环市东路花园酒店大楼 808 室

Canada 26/F, Tower 1, Taikoo Hui, 385 Tianhe 

Lu, Tianhe District (Tel: 8611 6100, Fax: 8667 
2401) www.guangzhou.gc.ca
加拿大领事馆，天河区天河路 385 号太古汇一座 26
楼

Colombia Unit 12, 36/F No 5, Zhujiang 
West Road, Tianhe, Guangzhou (8883 4826, 
cguangzhou@cancilleria.gov.co)  
哥伦比亚驻广州总领事馆，珠江西路 5 号广州国际
金融中心主塔写字楼 36 层 12 单元 

Cuba Rm 2411, West Tower, Huapu Plaza, 13 
Huaming Lu, Zhujiang New Town (Tel: 2238 
2603 / 2238 2604; Fax: 2238 2605) 
珠江新城华明路 13 号华普广场西塔 2411

Denmark Rm 1578, China Hotel, A Marriott 
Hotel, 122 Liuhua Lu (Tel: 2829 7300; Fax: 
8667 0315) 
丹麦领事馆，流花路 122 号中国大酒店写字楼
1578 室 

Ecuador Room 1801, R&F Building, 10 Huaxia 
Lu, Zhujiang New Town (Tel: 3892 7650; Fax: 
3892 7550) 
厄瓜多尔共和国驻广州领事馆，珠江新城华夏路 10
号富力中心 1801 室

France Rm 1901-1907, Central Tower (Kaihua 
International Center), 5 Xiancun Lu, Zhujiang 
Xincheng, Tianhe District (www.consulfrance-
canton.org; Tel: 2829 2000; Fax: 2829 2001) 
法国驻广州总领事馆，天河区珠江新城冼村路 5
号凯华国际中心 1901-1907 室

Germany 14/F Teem Tower, 208 Tian-
he Lu, Tianhe District (Tel: 8313 0000; Fax: 
8516 8133) www.kanton.diplo.de
德国领事馆，天河路 208 号粤海天河城大厦 14 楼 
 
Greece Rm 2105, HNA Building, 8 Linhe 
Zhong Lu (Tel: 8550 1114; Fax: 8550 1450; 
grgencon.guan@mfa.gr) 
希腊领事馆 , 林和中路 8 号海航大厦 2105 室

India 14/F, Haichuan Dasha, 8 Linhe Zhong 
Lu, Tianhe District (8550 1501-05) 
印度领事馆，天河区林和中路 8 号海船大厦 14 楼

Indonesia Rm 1201-1223, 2/F, West Building, 
Dong Fang Hotel, 120 Liuhua Lu (Tel: 8601 
8772; fax 8601 8773; kjrigz@public.guangzhou.
gd.cn) 
印度尼西亚领事馆，流花路 120 号东方宾馆西座 2
楼 1201-1223 室

Israel 19/F, Development Center, 3 Linjiang 
Dadao, Zhujiang New Town, Tianhe District 
(8513 0509)
 以色列领事馆，天河区珠江新城临江大道 3 号发展
中心 19 楼 . Guangzhou.mfa.gov.il

Italy Rm 1403, International Finance Place 
(IFP), 8, Huaxia Lu, Zhujiang New Town (Tel: 
3839 6225; Fax: 8550 6370) 
意大利领事馆，珠江新城华夏路 8 号合景国际金融
广场 14 楼 1403 室

Japan 1/F, East Tower, The Garden Hotel, 368 
Huanshi Dong Lu (Tel: 8334 3009; Fax: 8333 
8972) www.guangzhou.cn.emb-japan.go.jp
日本领事馆，环市东路 368 号花园酒店东塔 1 楼

Korea (Republic) 18 Youlin Lu, Chigang Con-
sulate Area, Haizhu District (Tel: 2919 2999; 
fax 2919 2980; Guangzhou@mofat.go.kr) 
韩国领事馆，海珠区赤岗领事馆区友邻路 18 号

Kuwait 10A-10D, Nanyazhonghe Plaza, 57 
Lingjiang Dadao, Zhujiang New Town (Tel: 
3807 8070; Fax: 3807 8007). 
科威特国总领事馆，珠江新城临江大道 57 号南雅中
和广场 10A-10D

Malaysia Rm 1915-1918, 19/F, CITIC Plaza, 
233 Tianhe Bei Lu ((Tel: 3877 0765; Fax: 3877 
2320) 
马来西亚领事馆，天河北路 233 号中信广场 19 楼
1915-1918 室

Mexico Rm2001, Teem Tower, 208 Tianhe Bei 
Lu (Tel: 2208 1540; Fax: 2208 1539) 
墨西哥领事馆，天河路 208 号粤海天河城大厦 20
楼 01 单元

Netherlands 34/F, Teem Tower, 208 Tianhe 
Lu, Tianhe Bei Lu (Tel: 3813 2200; Fax: 3813 
2299) www.hollandinchina.org 
荷兰领事馆，天河路 208 号粤海天河城大厦 34 楼
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NOVEMBER

Horoscopes
Finally, a horoscope that understands your life in Guangzhou. 

BY BRYAN GROGAN
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Passion and rebirth are in the stars for 
you this month, dear Scorpio. You’ll 
find yourself invested in everything 
from your latest Tantan fling to that 
book on Chinese history you’ve been 
putting off for the past six months. 
Enjoy it while it lasts. 

This month spells spiritual reflection. 
Don’t be afraid to share your thoughts 
with everyone, except the grumbling 
bao’an  downstairs; face it, he doesn’t 
want to know. 

You’re on a mission this month, water 
baby. Avoid late night baijiu sessions 
a n d  t r y  t o  s e e  t h e  s u n r i s e  e ve r y 
morning. Cook at home instead of 
the cheap Hunan restaurant down the 
road, and provide fuel for your fire. 
Something good is coming. 

Your path may become unclear (read: 
cluttered) this month. It’s time to cut 
back on those extra English tutoring 
sessions that’ve been dragging you 
down, and set boundaries in your 
professional relationships. 

That’s 

Guangzhou

Scorpio
10.24~11.22

Sagittarius
11.23~12.21

Capricorn
12.22~1.20

Aquarius
1.21~2.19

Gemini
5.22~6.21

Taurus
4.21~5.21

Aries
3.21~4.20

Pisces
2.20~3.20

Cancer
6.22~7.22

Leo
7.23~8.23

Virgo
8.24~9.23

Libra
9.24~10.23

T h i s  m o n t h  w i l l  y o u  s e e  m o r e 
introspective than your usual fun and 
funky self. You’ll be staying at home 
for large portions of this month, so why 
not work on your Chinese (finally), and 
get the HSK certification you deserve. 

You’ve learned some well-needed 
discipline over the past few months 
Cancer.  Take that  hard-won self-
knowledge and invest in some charity 
work.  Save the trees or  save the 
pangolins, it’s your choice. 

Sick of battling over the last Hellobike 
on the way home? This month you are 
learning to surrender, which means 
you can stop elbowing your way to the 
front of convenience store lines and 
allow the endless sea of city folk to 
wash by you like gentle waves. 

Take your  s ignificant  other  for  a 
Sichuan meal and make them sweat 
as you tell them what you really want. 
Seize the moment and your equal 
share of spicy peppercorns, life is too 
short to be submissive. 

You’ve had your fair share of food and 
booze this year Virgo, and you couldn’t 
be happier. But the time has come 
to simmer down a bit. Learn how to 
make some delicious vegan food from 
Yunnan and have some chill time with 
your turtle, Franklin. 

Grab your shovel Aries, because it’s 
time to plant some seeds. The cute 
barista at your local Luckin Coffee 
has been giving you eyes for months, 
ask for their WeChat and see where it 
goes. 

This is a month to revel in your own 
popularity. Everyone knows your name, 
even your ayi  can remember. Take 
that popularity to the bank by making 
important connections while you can. 

It’s a month of discovering who you 
really are. Stop trying so hard to be as 
fashionable as Angelababy and lean 
into your own style, whether that’s 
a pair of Li-Ning sweats or the latest 
Fenty ensemble. 



Dr.Xu Lihong
Specialize in gynecological in�ammation, irregular menstruation, gestational management.

Language：Chinese, English

Associate chief of gynaecology and obstetrics.

Our 
Services

Clinic hours：Monday-Sunday 9:00-18:00

OB/GYN
Dentistry
Family Medicine
Pediatrics

Psychology

Dermatology 
Chiropractic

Andrology

Ophthalmology
TCM
Gynecology
Day Surgery & 
Inpatient Surgery
Obstetrics
Infertility Treatment
Medical Postpartum 
Care Center
Neonatology
Children Healthcare
Infertility and Sex Medicine

24-HR VIP PEDIATRICS URGENT CARE
FULL SET OF IMPORTED VACCINE

Multi-languages services are available.  Direct Billing with major international insurance providers.
Tel: 020-3736 2020    24-hr Urgent Care:185 2031 1686（English）

Scan the Wechat QR code for more information.

Gynecological
Disease Exam
Gynecological
Disease Exam

RMB99 RMB68  
62 Jinsui Road 2202-2203 KingoldCentury,ZhujiangNewTown,Guangzhou

1599 415

No.6,East Longkou road Tianhe district,GuangZhou

Appointment
Wechat

Early Pregnancy 
Exam
Early Pregnancy 
Exam
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