
GET LOST

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
EXPLORING DESTINATIONS IN

Follow
us on 
WeChat
Now

400 820 8428
 Advertising Hotline

J U LY 2 0 1 9

China Intercontinental Press

城市漫步北京
英文版7月份
国内统一刊号: 
CN 11-5232/GO

I S S N  1 6 7 2 - 8 0 2 5







2  |  J U L Y  2 0 1 9  |  W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M

www.thatsmags.com

主管单位 : 中华人民共和国国务院新闻办公室
Supervised by the State Council Information Office of the People's Republic of China

主办单位 : 五洲传播出版社
地址 : 北京西城月坛北街 26 号恒华国际商务中心南楼 11 层文化交流中心 邮编 100045

Published by China Intercontinental Press
Address: 11th Floor South Building, HengHua linternational Business Center, 26 

Yuetan North Street, Xicheng District, Beijing 100045, PRC
http://www.cicc.org.cn

社长 President of China Intercontinental Press 陈陆军 Chen Lujun
期刊部负责人 Supervisor of Magazine Department 付平 Fu Ping

编辑 Editor 朱莉莉 Zhu Lili
发行 Circulation 李若琳 Li Ruolin

Editor-in-Chief Valerie Osipov
Deputy Editor Edoardo Donati Fogliazza

National Arts Editor Bryan Grogan
Designers Ivy Zhang 张怡然 , Joan Dai 戴吉莹 , Nuo Shen 沈丽丽

Contributors Andrew Braun, Curtis Dunn, Devin Loree, Dominique Wong,  
Flynn Murphy, Gwen Kim, Irene Ho, Jonty Dixon, Karen Toast, Macus Ma,  

Matthew Bossons, Mia Li, Mollie Gower, Phoebe Kut,  
Ryan Gandolfo, Tawaka Jiang

HK FOCUS MEDIA

Shanghai (Head office) 上海和舟广告有限公司   
上海市静安区江宁路 631 号 6 号楼 407-408 室 邮政编码 : 200041

Room 407-408, Building 6, No. 631 Jiangning Lu, Jing'an District, Shanghai 200041
电话 : 021-6077 0760  传真 : 021-6077 0761

Guangzhou 上海和舟广告有限公司广州分公司
广州市越秀区麓苑路 42 号大院 2 号楼 610 房 邮政编码 : 510095

Room 610, No. 2 Building, Area 42, Lu Yuan Lu, Yuexiu District, Guangzhou, PRC 510095
电话 : 020-8358 6125, 传真 : 020-8357 3859-800

Shenzhen 广告代理
电话 : 0755-8623 3220, 传真 : 0755-8623 3219

Beijing  广告代理
电话 : 010-8447 7002  传真 : 010-8447 6455

Office Manager Vivid Zhu 朱景宜

Sales Betty Wang 王斌然，Vince Jiao 焦东东

NATIONAL OPERATION
CEO Leo Zhou 周立浩

Financial Manager Laura Lu 陆晓岚

Director of National Sales Project Henry Zeng 曾庆庆

Director of National Communications Ned Kelly
Director of National Digital BD Doris Dong 董雯

National BD Manager, Hospitality Tina Zhou 周杨

Director of National Digital Products Vickie Guo 郭韵

Digital Marketing Manager Bridget O'Donnell,  
Associate Project Manager Catherine Luo 罗屹焮  

Digital Elsa Yang 杨融 , Kane Zhu 朱晓俊 , Ruyi Jin 金如意 , Walle Cao 曹健 ,  
Orange Wang 王爽 ,  Yu Sun 孙宇 , Taylor Luo 罗素梅 

General enquiries (010) 8447 7002
Editorial (010) 8447 6455 bjeditor@urbanatomy.com
Events (010) 8447 6455 bjevents@urbanatomy.com

Distribution/Subscription (010) 8447 7002 bjdistribution@urbanatomy.com
Marketing (010) 8447 7603 bjmarketing@urbanatomy.com

Advertising (010) 8447 7073 bjadvertising@urbanatomy.com

广告经营许可证 : 京海工商广字第 8069 号
法律顾问 : 大成律师事务所 魏君贤律师 
Legal Advisor:  Wei Junxian, Dacheng Law Firm
国际标准刊号 ISSN 1672-8025

国内统一刊号  CN 11-5232/GO
定价 : 25.00 元
邮发代号 : 2-930
部分非卖品 , 仅限赠阅



W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J U L Y  2 0 1 9  |  3

JULY 2019Editor’s Note
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F O L L O W  U S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A

 D E A L S  

We're giving away 
tickets to some of 
the very best Beijing 
parties, openings, 
shows and talks all 
month, alongside 
free meals, drinks, 
discounts and prizes. 
All you have to do 
is scan the QR code 
below, follow us on 
WeChat and keep an 
eye out for your chance 
to win. You'll get some 
other great stuff on 
your phone too.

Valerie Osipov 
Editor-in-Chief

China is very (I mean, very, very, very) big. After only a year here, my list 
of must-visit spots is ever-expanding (one can only wish paid vacation 
days were too). Add in the entire massive continent of Asia and you’ve 

got yourself a lifetime of traveling to do. And the first step – you know, actu-
ally deciding on a location – is arguably the hardest part. 

That’s why, for this month’s cover story, we’ve compiled a compact guide 
of our top picks for the summer that we recommend booking a flight to im-
mediately. (Like, right now.) From the sunny beaches of Bora Bora to the an-
cient city of Bagan in Myanmar, there are destinations for all sorts of travelers 
– beach bums, cultural cosmonauts, foodies and history buffs. Wait, are you 
really still reading this? Journey to p. 42 and let your mind wander.

Elsewhere in the magazine, That’s PRD Editor-in-Chief Matthew Bossons 
briefs us on a few of China’s most mysterious cryptids (p. 10); Bryan Grogan 
catches up with American Football and Chinese Football (no sports talk is 
involved) ahead of their joint gig in Beijing (p. 28); and Jonty Dixon checks out 
Slow Boat’s new Dengshikou taproom (p. 57).

On a final note, I'd like to thank my hardworking counterpart, Edoardo 
Donati Fogliazza, who has completed his final issue as Deputy Editor of That's 
Beijing. His brilliant mind and genuine devotion to his work will be sorely 
missed around here (along with his exceptional pun-making skills and sup-
portive late-night runs to McDonald's for vital deadline fuel).
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TALES OF THE CITY

MOBILE MADNESS
5 Depressing Stats About Chinese Mobile Phone Users
by Ryan Gandolfo

A new survey revealed that Chinese 
people are seriously addicted to their 
phones. Surprised? We didn’t think so. 

Reports have surfaced in recent years 
showing a disturbing trend in how much 
people use their phones on a daily basis, 
and it doesn’t seem to be improving anytime 
soon. A survey was conducted by China Youth 
Daily’s survey center wenjuan.com, which 
compiled questionnaires from 2,004 re-
spondents ranging from 19 to 59 years old.

Here are five staggering stats that show 
just how glued Chinese people are to their 
phones:
 
12 hours
2.3% of respondents admitted to using their 
mobile phones for more than 12 hours a day. 
We didn’t even know that was possible…
 
54%
Nearly 54% of survey participants confided 
that they struggle to focus without having 
their mobile phones close by (isn’t it sup-
posed to be the other way around?). More 
than half responded that they believe their 

phone addiction has had a negative impact 
on communication, driving a wedge between 
them and their families and friends.
 
77.8%
What has everyone glued to their phones you 
ask? Well, according to survey results, 77.8% 
of respondents mainly use their powerful 
handheld device for social networking apps 
like WeChat and Weibo. Meanwhile, over 60% 
noted browsing information as the top rea-
son to tune into their phone.
 
84.7%
According to the survey, 84.7% of respond-
ents spend, on average, over three hours each 
day on their mobile phones. By our simple 
calculation, that amounts to over 45 days a 
year spent looking at a tiny screen. 
 
93%
This high number shows the percentage of 
respondents who believe phone addiction 
is a serious issue that many face in modern 
society.

The impact of phone addiction is quite far-
reaching, with the habits of phone-obsessed 
individuals having major effects on others. 

In April, a 4-year-old girl suffocated to 
death inside her father’s car after he was 
distracted by his phone. The father was lam-
basted online for paying more attention to 
his phone than his own daughter, who was 
left in the vehicle for nine hours. Last year, 
one student in Hunan dropped out of school 
in October after a teacher confiscated her 
phone. The 10th-grader wrote the teacher a 
chilling letter, threatening to take her own life 
if her phone wasn’t returned to her.

It’s important to note that this issue spans 
far beyond China, with several countries 
around the world logging similar daily phone 
activity.
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THE BUZZ

TIME FLIES
82-year-old former pilot Miao Xiaohong 
set a new record in China’s aviation his-
tory last month when she flew a plane for 
40 minutes around the capital. “I’m 82 
years old and can fly again. You, the young 
people, can fly and will fly better than me,” 
Miao was quoted saying after the success-
ful endeavor.  

SET SAIL
Scenic boat rides make for a perfect 
day at the Summer Palace.

UFO sightings were reported around China in 
early June, throwing netizens on Weibo into a 

craze. What are your thoughts on the  
possibility of extraterrestrial life? 

GENERATION GAP

"First of all, I believe we 
cannot assume aliens have 
advanced technology like 
spaceships. They might 
be surviving somewhere 
out there but are unable to 
visit us with flying objects 
or the like. I think this 
widespread interest in the 
topic comes from books 
and movies about aliens, 
which are very popular in 

China right now. I personally asked myself questions about 
the presence of aliens as a child, when I watched cartoons 
set in space and saw movies about alien races and UFOs, 
but now I'm not really interested in that. But, who knows, 
maybe they're already among us!"

WANG, 18

“Personally, I think these 
are all just rumors. The idea 
of aliens coming to visit us, 
though, is often the result 
of a primal fear rooted in 
something else – enemies 
coming from outside and 
bringing a threat. So, it’s 
very common and natu-
ral to think about aliens. 
People online are very much 
moved by the coverage of 

alien threats and by the popularity of stories on the theme 
in popular culture but ultimately, who has actually seen 
an alien? There is absolutely no basis to say they exist. I 
personally never thought about the possibility of alien 
life. It strikes me as such a wild thought. I have more than 
enough to think about in my everyday life.”

as told to Edoardo Donati Fogliazza

MA, 76
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65,000 
…is the maximum number of daily visitors allowed to access 
the Badaling section of the Great Wall, according to regulations 
released by tourism authorities and in effect since June 1. The 
decision to cap the number of visitors came after the popular 
section saw 80,000 visitors daily over the 2018 National Day 
holiday and 9.9 million total visitors in the span of last year, 
numbers the China National Tourism Administration thought were 
putting too heavy a burden on the staff and (let’s be honest) greatly 
hindered visitors’ experience.

“Well, that was 
stingy”
...commented one Weibo user after learning Beijing’s Tongzhou 
district announced it would offer housing benefits to talented 
graduates across six different tiers, from PhD graduates to Nobel 
and Touring Prize winners. Understandably, offering just a dis-
count on rent to a Nobel laureate sounded like a cheap move 
on Tongzhou’s part, with many netizens pointing out that the 
extremely high standards to meet to obtain a meager discount 
were more likely to scare away talent, instead of attracting it. 

W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J U L Y  2 0 1 9  |  9
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Almost every region of the world has a cryptid that haunts the backwoods of civilization. North America 
has the hairy and elusive Sasquatch, the United Kingdom has the Loch Ness monster (Nessie) and 
Latin America has the chupacabra. For those unfamiliar with the term, a cryptid is an animal, plant or 

being whose presumptive existence is regularly derided for using anecdotal evidence deemed insufficient by 
the mainstream scientific community. This evidence often comes in the form of questionable footprints, tufts 
of hair and/or grainy black-and-white photographs. Most foreigners living in China will be familiar with at 
least one of the above-mentioned cryptids, but are probably in the dark when it comes to China’s assortment 
of mysterious organisms. To help bring you up to speed on the Middle Kingdom’s answers to mermaids and 
yetis, we have assembled a list of five of our favorites.

Xing-Xing  
The xing-xing is said to resemble an orangutan and, much like the yeren 
(p. 12), is often compared to Sasquatch. Online cryptid forums have a 
wide array of suggested sizes for the creature, with some claiming it is a 
small primate and others suggesting it can grow to a height of 10 feet.  The 
xing-xing supposedly lives in the Himalayan Mountains, meaning it shares 
territory with another famous cryptid: the yeti.  It should be noted that the 
xing-xing of the Himalayas also shares its name with a Japanese mythologi-
cal sea creature known for its love of alcohol.

 A CHINESE 
BESTIARY
Fantastic Creatures and Where to Find Them
by Matthew Bossons, artwork by Macus Ma and Tawaka Jiang
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Sky Serpents  
One of the more mysterious entries on our list, sky serpents are 
long, snake-like creatures that appear to drift or slither through the 
air. Although different than dragons (most notably for their lack of 
wings), some sky serpents have been rumored to unleash fire and, in 
some cases, lightning. These floating oddities are not just limited to 
China and have also been spotted in other regions of the world (be-
cause, you know, they can fly), including North America.
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Yeren 
Sometimes referred to as the yiren, Chinese wildman or man-mon-
key, the yeren is a hominid-like creature that allegedly lives in the 
mountainous and heavily forested regions of Hubei province. Similar 
to the North American bigfoot, it is generally described as being 
notably larger than a human and sporting a thick coat of grey or red 
(or both) fur. The first ‘scientific’ sighting, according to numerous 
cryptid forums, was made in 1940 by Wang Zelin, a biologist edu-
cated in Chicago. Wang was part of a group that stumbled across a 
recently shot female yeren while traveling between Jiangluo City and 
Niangniang Plain, and he described it as looking very similar to the 
plaster model of a female Chinese Homo erectus (Peking man). 

Jinmenju
No good cryptid roundup is complete without a mysteri-
ous plant, and the Jinmenju is exactly that. Alleged to 
grow in southern China, this human-tree hybrid is said 
to bud smiling human heads for fruit. The seeds of these 
fruit are also supposed to resemble grinning faces. By 
some accounts, when the face fruit ripens, it is edible and 
has a sweet-and-sour taste. In earlier times, it is said the 
trees were plentiful and, in some instances, farmed. Thus, 
the landscape was abuzz with the laughter of a thousand 
happy heads.

C I T Y  |  F E A T U R E
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Guai Wu  
First sighted in 1903, this alleged lake beast (or possibly 
beasts) is China’s answer to Scotland’s Loch Ness monster. 
The guai wu are said to live in Tianchi Lake, in China’s north-
ern province of Jilin. Descriptions vary greatly, but most 
witnesses describe seeing a large aquatic animal with a head 
that resembles a seal. In 2007, a Chinese TV reporter claimed 
to have witnessed and recorded six of the species playing on 
the lake surface; he described them as having fins or wings 
that were “longer than their bodies.” It is unclear if the video 
shot by the reporter ever surfaced.

F E A T U R E  |  C I T Y
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A D V E R T O R I A L  

xiaodian / xiǎo diàn / 笑点n., the threshold 
of funniness or amusement required to make 
one laugh 

 I can’t stop watching this hilarious video of 
a squirrel falling out of a tree. 

I’m crying from laughter! 

Your xiaodian has gotten so low in the 
last year. 

 Good for you. I’ll put the clip on a loop 
for you. 

Laughter is the best medicine, but not all 
of us require the same dosage. We all laugh 
at different things, and our sense of humor 
changes as we age. For some, a goat sneezing 
sends them to hysteria while others prefer 
jokes written in HTML. 

Literally meaning ‘laughing point,’ xiaodian 
is the threshold a joke has to cross to make 
one laugh, in terms of absurdity, sophistica-
tion and craftsmanship of the joke teller. 
Those who laugh at almost anything – ani-
mals in human clothes, fart cushions, dad 
jokes – are said to have ‘low’ xiaodian, as it 
doesn’t take much to make them crack up. 
Those who are very selective in expressing 
amusement – it takes a lot of cleverness to 
make them laugh – are said to have ‘high’ 
xiaodian. They cringe rather than crack up 
upon hearing bad puns, because bad puns 
simply don’t reach their xiaodian yet. 

It is said that one’s xiaodian becomes 
higher as one ages. As babies, we all giggle at 

‘peek-a-boos.’ Then comes about a decade of 
really enjoying fart jokes. After exploring the 
world a bit and learning that humans are the 
absolute dominant species on this planet, we 
come to enjoy animal humor for a few years. 
Learning about human culture and history 
opens the door for referential humor and 
raises our xiaodian a bit more, and so on and 
so forth. 

That is not to say that a low xiaodian is 
worse – the higher your xiaodian, the more 
you cringe, which results in more wrinkles on 
your face. 

Side note: Xiaodian is not to be confused 
with the temperature of a joke, which is a 
measurement of how hard the joke is at-
tempting to make you laugh. 

To determine how high your xiaodian is, 
open your TikTok or Youku app and compare 
your watch history to that of a 5-year-old. If 
the two are indistinguishable, you are prob-
ably doing it right! Mia Li

LIVE AND LEARN
A Q&A with Judith Teunissen, Program Consultant at Hutong School 

You’re passionate about living in China. 
What first sparked your interest?

It was before my studies. When you’re 17, 
everyone is pushing you to know what to 
study and it really annoyed me, because I 
had no clue what I wanted to do. The only 
thing I did know was that I didn’t feel at 
home in the Netherlands – I didn’t see my-
self living there long-term or settling down 
there. There’s so much to see in the world, 
so I wanted to do something that enabled 
me to get out. One day, I was randomly walk-
ing around Chinatown in Amsterdam and 
I saw this lantern with Chinese characters 
written on it. I really wanted to know what it 
said. The idea to learn how to read Chinese 
characters just stuck with me and I thought, 
well, why don’t I just do that? I was really 
intrigued, as I didn’t know anything about 
China. In high school, they only teach you a 
fraction but I didn’t have a complete picture. 
I started to learn more about the topic and 
later on, during my studies, I eventually 
traveled to China. 

How did you get started with Hutong 
School?

I came across Hutong School programs 
when I started studying, and I considered 
one of the internship programs. I was genu-
inely excited about the organization. I was 
afraid to come to China at first, but with 
Hutong School, I really felt like everything 
was taken care of. So that helped with a 
sense of security. I remember when I came 

here, I sent my resume but I didn’t get a job 
because there was no vacancy. Then, a year 
later, I saw an opening so I applied again, got 
invited for an interview and got the job! 

What are the programs and opportunities 
offered at Hutong School that you find most 
special?

We offer a wide range of services for all kinds 
of different people. We have students who 
come from all kinds of backgrounds – they 
work at companies, they are expat spouses, 
children of expats, students who need to pass 
HSK, people who came here without a plan 
like me. Hutong School offers all-encompass-
ing classes that cover all the essentials for 
every individual’s specific situation. So we can 
narrow it down to the student and really give 
them what they need. Chinese is not a one-
size-fits-all shoe – it requires a very personal 
approach. 

Tell us about a time when you experienced 
a challenging or humorous moment while 
learning Mandarin and how you dealt with 
it.

When I came here for the first time during 
my internship, I had already studied Chinese 
for three years. So as soon as I stepped out of 
the airplane I thought, OK, I got this, I know 
Chinese – I’m going to order a coffee. But 
my pronunciation was totally messed up – I 
didn’t say it well and the cashier was lost, so 
I felt bummed. I also remember a very funny 
discussion with a taxi driver. I was convinced 

he was going to take me to the “bird egg,” so I 
kept telling him to take me there, but he obvi-
ously could not find it on the map and didn’t 
know what it was – it was really frustrating! Of 
course, I meant the Bird’s Nest and I only found 
out my mistake later. A similar situation would 
happen every day; things just got lost in transla-
tion. In the beginning, it was tough realizing my 
Chinese wasn’t that good and that I wasn’t done 
learning the language, but that’s what I enjoy 
about it. There’s always more to learn.

What is your best piece of advice for moving 
to a new place and immersing yourself in an 
unfamiliar world?

Learn the language. With Chinese, the culture 
shapes the language and the language shapes 
the culture. So if you really want to immerse 
yourself in the culture, it’s important. People 
treat you differently if you know Chinese – it 
shows a sense of respect that you are making an 
effort to communicate. Of course, it’s challeng-
ing, but that’s what makes mastering Chinese so 
rewarding. Don’t give up and enjoy the journey!

If you want to start learning Mandarin, contact Hutong School 
for a free trial class. For more info, email: robert.warman@
hutongschool.com.  
1501, 15F, Zhongyu Plaza, A6 Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区 
工体北路甲6号中宇大厦15层1501室 (8523 6030)
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SPOTLIGHTJASON 
GUADALAJARA 
Founder of Concrete 
Visionary Distribution  
by Matthew Bossons 

Hailing from the sunny West Coast metropolis 
that is Los Angeles, Jason Guadalajara is 
well known in the  South China skateboard 
community. Based in Foshan on-and-off since 
2012, he is the founder of Concrete Visionary 
Distribution, which owns a number of skate-
focused brands, including Footprint Insole 
Technology, FP Footwear, Colours Collectiv 
and Crupiê Wheels. We caught up with 
Guadalajara to chat about his brands, skating 
in China and the launch of Concrete Visionary 
China. 

Skate culture is well established in the 
West, but kind of new in the East. What 
made you want to start a skate brand in 
China?

I started Footprint Insole Technology in the 
United States, but it was very difficult to find 
manufacturers so I bought a ticket to China 
and spent three months here developing a 
special insole that will mold to any foot. The 
skateboard scene is growing extremely fast 
in China, and I quickly found that the Chinese 
market desired our products as well, so we 
started distributing to skateboard shops in 
China. Now, our products can be found all 
over Taobao. Other Asian countries like Japan 
also have considerable skateboard lifestyle 
markets. 

Tell us a bit about the products your com-
panies specialize in.

We started off with insoles, which we eventu-
ally went on to sell in 15 different countries. 
I then spent more and more time in China 
learning how to make apparel, then shoes 
and then, this last year, we started a skate-
board brand. 

Where do the bulk of your skate products 
go?

We mainly sell to the USA and Europe, al-
though China is quickly catching up following 
a boom of interest in the sport after it was 
added to the [2020 Tokyo] Olympics. Due 
to this, we are in the process of launching a 

Chinese version of our American distribution 
company, Concrete Visionary, in China. 

From your experience, which products sell 
best in the Chinese market?

Currently our insoles and skateboards sell 
the best in China. In the Asian market, a lot of 
young children are starting to learn to skate 
and protection is an important thing for their 
parents. Our insoles help to upgrade impact 
absorption in shoes as well as keep the bio-
mechanics of the joints working properly, 
which prevents injuries. 

What kinds of initiatives do your compa-
nies partake in to help support China’s 
skate scene?

Thanks to the recent addition of skateboard-
ing to the Olympics, the Chinese govern-
ment itself is putting a lot of investment into 
skateboarding infrastructure. We are able to 
play a small part by sponsoring local events 
and skate shop events with free products for 
giveaways. 

Skateboard companies typically feature 
famous riders in their marketing. Do you 
have sponsorship agreements with any 

notable skaters, either in China or North 
America?

Absolutely, some of the top names worldwide 
endorse our products. Joey Brezinski, Paul 
Hart, Kelvin Hoefler, Neen Williams, Dane 
Burman and about 20 other professional 
skateboarders from all over the world. Aaron 
‘Jaws’ Homoki ollied 25 stairs, the largest set 
of stairs ollied in history, using a pair of our 
insoles a few years back. 

What can China-based consumers ex-
pect from your operations in the coming 
months? 

We have a lot of developments happening 
soon. A new line of vulcanized shoes with a 
new type of performance never seen before 
in vulcs, as well as a wider availability of 
our products in China due to the launch of 
Concrete Visionary China. Now we can sell di-
rectly to Chinese customers and skate shops 
without the need for an intermediary distri-
bution company, which means lower prices 
for consumers in China. 

> global.concrete-visionary.com
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STYLE RADAR
COVET 

Sweet Memories 
Famed Chinese candy maker White 
Rabbit and American perfume creators 
Scent Library teamed up to debut an 
entire line of sweet skincare products. 
The throwback-themed line, inspired by 
the classic creamy treat, was released 
on Tmall at the end of May and was an 
instant hit, with thousands of items sold 
within seconds. The collection features 
all the necessities from body lotion to 
shower gel, and is also available on 
Taobao. Basically, this means you can 
now smell like milk candy all the time 
and it’s socially acceptable.

RMB30-245, tmall.cn and taobao.com

UNDER THE LENS

Getting Ugly
US shoe brand Crocs announced that 
it would cut its production levels by 
two-thirds over the next year in China 
in an effort to lessen the blow from 
the trade war between the two coun-
tries. The company estimates losses 
of around USD5 million if a proposed 
25% tariff goes into effect in August, 
and, in preparation, aim to source 
only 10 percent of their products from 
China by 2020. The casual rubber 
clogs, popular for their functionality 
and comfort, but notorious for their 
ugly design, have been reborn as an 
ironically trendy accessory in recent 
years. We’re not exactly sure if this is 
good news or bad news…

OVERHEARD

“I don’t think there is 
any need to learn self-
defense skills. I only 
need to wear Uniqlo 
Kaws clothes, and no 
one will dare to touch 
me. They will all know 
that I can not only 
fight well but also run 
fast!”

…writes one Weibo user in 
response to the stampede of 
frenzied shoppers flocking to 
get their hands on Uniqlo’s lat-
est collaboration. Last month, 
the Japanese fast fashion brand 
Uniqlo launched their much-
anticipated clothing line with 
American artist and designer 
Kaws, and, in a predictable turn 
of events, Chinese shoppers 
went crazy for it. Images and 
videos of physical conflicts, 
large crowds and dismembered 
mannequins went viral on 
Weibo.
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SCENE&HEARD

PPPP Space
Art galleries – where we are trained to 
think that contemporary art should ex-
ist. 
     With the notable exception of street 
art, it has become almost impossible 
to think about the variety of artworks 
made today as existing anywhere beyond 
their pristine white walls, bright zenithal 
lights and eerily still atmosphere.

Yet, art galleries are not every art-
ist’s channel of choice to showcase their 
work. Instead, some argue that art can 

be consumed in a dark, small and 
stuffy space – whatever is necessary to 
reduce the distance between artwork 
and audience. Beijing artists are no ex-
ception, and collectives have long been 
colonizing unusual spaces to show off 
their works. Like anonymous apart-
ments in residential blocks or, as is the 
case with our latest finding, a room in a 
gray office building.

PPPP Space uses these words to 
explain where to find their anonymous 
two-room exhibition space, tucked on 
the third floor of a boring, gray busi-
ness-purpose condo, on the corner of 
an equally ordinary courtyard in one of 
Caochangdi art district’s quieter roads. 

Inconvenient, you might think – even 
sketchy – but the hunt is intentional. 
And most importantly, the drab loca-
tion serves to make a point: That art 
can change seemingly unremarkable 
spaces, infusing them with new and 
unexpected objects or ideas. 

On the day we visit, this small collec-
tive-run space is hosting an exhibition 
called Virtual Space, featuring works 
from artists who reflect on the impact 

of new technologies on our every-
day lives. Inside PPPP, psychedelic 
computer-generated landscapes 
and abstract video pieces are pro-
jected on the walls and through 
‘70s TV sets. 

Sometimes quirky, sometimes 
spooky, the artworks make sense 
here, in any room of any office 
building, and that’s because our 
lives are changed every day in 
places like this, for better or 
worse, by our uber-connected 
phones and laptops. 

A departure from the some-
times elitist and uptight white 
space of art galleries, PPPP is 
surely unorthodox, reminding us 
of the original power of art. 

Saturdays, 2-6pm (for other periods 
reserve by email or phone); 306, Grey 
Office Building, 256 Caochangdi 
International Art District, Cuigezhuang 
Village, Chaoyang 朝阳区崔各庄乡草场地
国际艺术区256号灰色办公大楼306室 (185 
1918 7728, hello@p-p-p-p.cn)

> p-p-p-p.cn
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WIPE ME DOWN
10 Stylish Beach Towels to Keep You Dry This Summer
compiled by Phoebe Kut

Frolicking in the sand and 
splashing in the sea this 
summer calls for a fluffy 
and fashionable – yet 
functional – beach towel. 
Here are our top picks.

Off-White
RMB189
ssense.com/zh-cn

Serapis
RMB595
ssense.com/zh-cn

Tribord
RMB100
decathlon.com.cn

Somar
RMB99
ikea.cn

H&M
RMB100
hm.com/en_cn
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Off-White
RMB189
ssense.com/zh-cn

 
Olaian
RMB70
decathlon.com.cn

Thom Browne
RMB1,158
ssense.com/zh-cn

Tribord
RMB100
decathlon.com.cn

Calzedonia
RMB289
cn.calzedonia.com

Sunnylife
RMB417
brazilianbikinishop.com/cn

Bali Blue
RMB129
brazilianbikinishop.com/cn
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MODULAR MAGIC
Designing a Honeycomb-Inspired Hotel in Sichuan’s Countryside
by Matthew Bossons 

Project name: Nan’an Xiangyuan Hotel

Location: Anren Ancient Town, Sichuan 
province

Complex area: 30,000 square meters

Design company: Jiangsu Zhaozhi 
Construction Technology, Chengdu Anren 
Overseas Chinese City Cultural Tourism 
Development, Sichuan Delan Landscape 
Design

The brief: Located in Anren Ancient 
Town, a popular destination for those 
interested in Chinese history and culture, 
Nan’an Xiangyuan Hotel features modular 
rooms reminiscent of your favorite child-
hood tree fort – only far more luxurious. 

WeChat ID: 华侨城安仁公馆酒店群 (huaqiaocheng 
anren gongguan jiudian qun) 

 Each bee hive-inspired treehouse includes a cozy dining or tea area.
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MODULAR MAGIC
Designing a Honeycomb-Inspired Hotel in Sichuan’s Countryside
by Matthew Bossons 

 Each accommodation boasts a ‘rooftop’ patio, which features a pergola-esque 
wooden frame that rises above the deck. 

 The interior floor space of each treehouse ranges 
from 32 square meters to 76 square meters.

 Forty-two honeycomb-shaped rooms dot the 
30,000-square-meter hotel grounds, which is 
mainly composed of a scenic lavender field.

 Faux-wood flooring and lower wall paneling 
create a homey, almost cabin-like feel. 

 Sleeping quarters are flooded with natural light 
thanks to the large window set above the beds, which 
also offers commanding views of the surrounding 
countryside. 
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DRUMROLL

MERRIE RECORDS’ 
COO ZHAO YUE
The Beijing Record Label Talks Musical 
Diversity
by Bryan Grogan

With the release of their first album, 33EMYBW’s 
Dong 2, at the end of April, Merrie Records hit the 
ground running. Built by the same folks behind D Force 
Records and Douban Music, Merrie Records has already 
established a strong line-up of very different artists 
spread throughout China. We caught up with Merrie 
Records’ COO Zhao Yue to find out what we can expect 
from the new label in 2019.

How did Merrie Records come do be? 

We are the original team who created and ran 
Douban Music for the last 10 years, and also 
D Force Records. Previously, we were part 
of a department of a bigger company, even 
though our operations and brands were quite 
independent and separate. In 2018, we went 
through some complicated corporate-level 
changes, which made us decide that it was in 
our best interest to set up our own company. 
We are still representing D Force Records’ 
brand and catalogue and are taking part in 
the daily operations of Douban Music. Merrie 
Records, however, is completely owned by 
our new company. Essentially we are the 
same team, but now we are completely inde-
pendent.  

What makes this label different from the 
music that D Force Records has released 
in the past?

Merrie Records now selects artists with two 
criteria in mind: It needs to be ‘new,’ and it 
needs to have real emotions or pathos. 

“New” means that we especially favor and 
support newcomers, and those who are in-
novative in their song-writing. This has been 
our core aesthetic since our D Force days.

“Emotions and pathos” means that we 
want the music and artists to form strong 
emotional connections to the audience. The 
music shouldn’t be empty, not even pret-
tily empty. This also means that we strongly 
encourage artists to sing in Chinese. The 
importance of this was made plain to us in 
the past few years: It’s all well and interesting 
to experiment and be conceptual, but when 
it comes to breaking away from the under-
ground circle you need to be able to speak to 
the audience.
 
As we’ve seen with the first three releases, 
Merrie Records does not seem to strictly 
associate itself with any one type of music. 
Is the label aiming to introduce a diverse 
range of bands and musicians for listen-
ers?

Yes. The main reason is that practically no 
one ever listens to one single genre of music. 
This is particularly true because in China. 
There hasn’t been a pop music history that’s 
decades long and the audience doesn’t have 
that knowledge foundation. You’d have to 
be an avid fan that’s listened to music inten-
sively for more than two years to understand 
the genre distinctions and that’s simply not 
the case for the majority of people.

People can even get intimidated and go 
away if you stress tags like “synthesizer”, 
“so-and-so wave”. The more efficient way is 
to describe how music makes listeners feel. A 
person might like rapper A and rock band B 
because they all sound “dreamy”. When peo-
ple think of us we want them to think ‘new,’ 
‘fresh,’ and ‘emotionally packed.’

How does 2019 look in terms of new al-
bums for Merrie Records?

Would you count seven or eight a lot? 
It’s looking very exciting for us. In addi-
tion to Xiamen instrumental duo Daytrip 
Dormancy’s EP, Night Flow, and Shanghai 
power rock group Theory of Convergence’s 
full album, Default Beings, we have Wuhan in-
die electronica Shii‘s Floating Signifiers. Later 
in the year we will also have Inner-Mongolian 
prog rock band Hai Qing’s second album, 
Yunnan jazz hip-hop artist Xu Zeming’s de-
but, Xi‘an indie pop duo West By West’s debut 
and more. 

Check out Merrie Records' music at merrierecord.
bandcamp.com/

“The music shouldn't be empty, not 
even prettily empty”
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COLLAGE
COMING SOON

Hao
Picasso – Birth Of A Genius, the largest-ever 
showing of works by the revolutionary 
Spanish artist in China, opened in Beijing’s 
UCCA Center of Contemporary Art last 
month. The exhibition features a total of 
103 works made between 1893-1921 by 
the revolutionary artist, costing a total of 
around USD800 million. The show will run 
until September. 

Bu Hao
A number of clubs and bars were closed in 
Shanghai city center in June. Popular venues 
like Dada, Celia and Ninja were told that 
they had to shut their doors until further 
notice, although further details were not 
provided. News also surfaced that over 100 
entertainment venues without business 
licenses in Jiading district were closed for 
reportedly acting as protective umbrellas for 
gangs in the city. While no evidence has sur-
faced that the two spats of closures are re-
lated, it’s clear that the city’s nightlife scene 
is experiencing a period of flux. 

JULY 
5

JULY 
2

Better Angels 
This timely documentary release focuses on 
the relationship between two of the world's 
most powerful countries – China and the US – 
and why these two superpowers need to work 
together to achieve global stability. Directed 
by Academy Award-winning director, Malcolm 
Clarke, the film, which took five years to make, 
comes at a time when these two countries are 
locked in an ongoing trade war. Released at the 
end of 2018 in the US, the film gathers insights 
from renowned scholars from both countries to 
dissect and understand the turbulent relation-
ship between two very different, yet surpris-
ingly similar, superpowers

The Secret Life of Pets 2
Following the huge success of the first film in 
this cartoon franchise, the cast returns, largely 
unchanged, for another fun and furry look at 
the secret lives of pets after their owners leave. 
Think of it as the Toy Story of animals. Voice 
contributions come from a stellar cast, including 
Kevin Hart, Tiffany Haddish, Nick Kroll, Dana 
Carvey and Patton Oswalt (who replaces onanist 
Louis C.K. as the main dog Max). This outing, 
the pets are on a farm, where they get mixed 
up with a white tiger named Hu and a group of 
dangerous black wolves. 

TRANSCRIBED

“2019 is a challenging year, and there’s 
extra complications around throwing a big 
outdoor event in 
September due to 
some big birthday 
celebrations” 
Beloved Shanghai music festival 
Concrete and Grass announced at the 
beginning of June that they will be taking a break in 2019, due to a landmark anniver-
sary around their usual September slot (the PRC turns 70 in October). We are certainly 
woe-ridden to hear this unfortunate news, but are looking forward to what Split Works 
have planned for the rest of 2019. 
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WHAT’S NEW

SINO CELEB 

Controversial rapper PG One finally announced a World Tour, 
which will see him head to Toronto and beyond. Now going by 
Wang Hao, PG One came under fire at the beginning of 2018 
after one of his old songs ‘Christmas Eve’ was found to use lyr-
ics that promoted sex, drugs and violence. This new tour sees 
the rapper rebrand in what could quite possibly be a revival.

Angelababy 
Chinese celebrity Yang Yin, AKA Angelababy, AB and 
Baby, is  one of China’s most famous faces and highest-
paid actresses. Yang, born and raised in Shanghai, 
moved to Hong Kong at 13 years old, gradually, via the 
catwalk and silver screens, building her fame to be-
come the star she is today. Below, we give you five fast 
facts about China’s ‘baby angel.’

Jewish Blood
Yang is one-quarter Jewish, being born to a 
father of German-Jewish descent.  

Fashion Model 
Sometimes it feels like every Chinese celebri-
ty starts their career as a model of some sort. 
In Baby’s case, she first experienced fame as 
one of the Hong Kong’s notorious ‘pseudo 
models’ in the late noughties. 

Running Woman
Through intentionally awkward and medio-
cre acting (using hilarious facial expressions), 
Yang has garnered significant favor among 
Chinese audiences. It wasn’t until 2014 and 
her appearance in hit show Keep Running 
– China’s spinoff of Korean variety show 
Running Man – that Baby’s popularity on the 
Chinese mainland rose. 

Huangelababy 
Her 2015 wedding to Shanghai-born actor 
Huang Xiaoming was one of the most covered 
media events in China, with celebrations 
reportedly costing an eye-watering USD31 
million. People call them China’s Brangelina 
(RIP), hence Huangelababy. 

Under the Knife
In 2015, discussion on whether Baby had 
beautified her face with plastic surgery raised 
a heated debate on the Chinese internet. 
Photos from her younger years were com-
pared to those captured of her at the time, 
leading to a media storm. Eventually, the 
Chinese celebrity sealed everyone’s lips after 
she passed a doctor’s inspection, proving 
she’s the real deal.
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HERE COMES A NEW CHALLENGER
American Football and Chinese Football On Their Legacies and Influences
by Bryan Grogan 
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Chinese Football’s first release, Here 
Comes a New Challenger, could be 
interpreted in a number of ways. The 

first and most obvious is that it is a play on 
video game culture, with the album artwork 
resembling the cartoonish drawings that one 
might find at an arcade. The name might also 
draw upon their own quirky name, which in 
turn takes influence from seminal emo rock 
band American Football. Perhaps it is a nod 
to the fact that the band acquired their name 
from those former university students and 
ran with it, establishing their own form of 
underground secrecy in the same way that 
the Urbana trio did all the way back in the 
late ’90s. 

Chinese Football were founded in Wuhan 
in Central China, also known as ‘China’s 
Thoroughfare,’ a pretty good analogy for the 
American Midwest, where a tight emo scene 
established the stereotypes that we find as-
sociated with that brand of music, emo rock, 
today. According to the band’s singer Xu Bo, 
back in 2011 the Chinese band had little 
inkling that American Football might one day 
reunite. 

“I picked the name just for fun,” Xu says. “I 
did not think they would reunite and didn’t 
think that we would play together as a band 

until now. At the time my bandmates didn’t 
even know who American Football was.”

In 2015, four years after forming, the 
Wuhan band released their first record, also 
called Chinese Football, and their brand of 
sweet and subtle math rock captured atten-
tion with song titles like ‘Diqiu Shang Zuihou 
Yige EMO Nanhai,’ or ‘The Last Emo Boy in 
the World’ in English. 

On the other side of the globe, American 
Football reformed in 2014 as a foursome, 
with the addition of singer Mike Kinsella’s 
cousin Nate, for a pair of dates in Champaign, 
Illinois and New York City. It had been 15 
years since the release of their self-titled, 
nine-track album had seen them gain a cult 
underground following. Capitalizing on that 
unexpected, slow-burning success, their label 
Polyvinyl decided to release a deluxe edition 
of the album, which reached No. 68 on the US 
Billboard 200. Not bad for a trio of university 
students. 

Drummer Steve Lamos, who now resides 
in Colorado and works as a university profes-
sor was, funnily enough, made aware of his 
former band’s cult success through conversa-
tions with his students. 

“I did have one student, probably seven or 
eight years ago, show me his phone and ask 

me ‘Hey is this you?’” Lamos says. “And he 
showed me that ‘Never Meant’ had gotten 3 
million plays or whatever it got.”

Two years later and American Football 
were announcing their second album, 17 
years after the first, in a move that was thrill-
ing for long-time fans of that first album. 

“When we got back together and I tried 
to play the first record I thought ‘Oh, we’re 
gonna ruin this,’” Lamos reflects on the 
band’s first attempts at playing the songs on 
American Football. “It’s been a challenge for 
us. I mean, it’s sort of fun to be a real band. 
This is much more of a real thing than it ever 
was the first time around.”

American Football (LP2) might have been 
one of the most anticipated emo rock records 
ever made. Whereas American Football 
might well have been the most influential 
emo rock album ever made, this so-called 
genre went through something of a revival in 
the ’00s and ’10s. 

“I like LP2 a lot. It’s the record that needed 
to be made. We had to write those songs. 
There’s a track on there called ‘Born to Lose’ 
and I feel is probably the best glimpse into 
the way I feel about that album.”

HERE COMES A NEW CHALLENGER
American Football and Chinese Football On Their Legacies and Influences
by Bryan Grogan 
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Meanwhile, back in China, Chinese Football 
released Here Comes a New Challenger in 
2017. In the years preceding the release, 
criticism surfaced online accusing the Wuhan 
band of ripping off American Football. The 
new record, a beautiful four-track math rock 
album was massively different from the 
dreamy soundscapes that the US band had 
created on either of their albums until that 
point. It gained the band a plethora of new 
fans and new listeners. Yet the criticism per-
sisted. 

“I think our music is totally different,” Xu 
tells us. “The only commonality is that we all 
use a telecaster [guitar].” 

Lamos concurs with Xu’s assessment, say-
ing: “They’re doing very different, and very 
interesting things, musically.” 

In 2019, by some funny stroke of luck, 
both bands released new records, American 
Football with American Football (LP3) and 
Chinese Football with Continue?, both of 
which see the bands take a leap forward. LP3 
sees American Football move further away 
from the legacy of their debut, with the much 
talked-about removal of the famed ‘House at 
Urbana,’ which made appearances on the al-
bum covers of their first two records.

The reasoning behind it is pretty straight-
forward, with the band’s sound opening up 
significantly, using much more space and at-
mosphere and creating what band members 
have called “an outside record.” 

On the other hand, Chinese Football have 
carried on with their ‘Game Trilogy’ series on 
Continue?, and have once again altered their 
musical style on this record. “We brought 
more lyrics to this release so it sounds more 
like ‘Chinese rock’ rather than ‘emo rock’,” Xu 
tells us. 

The continued success of American 
Football saw the opportunity to play in China 
for the first time. The band had, through vari-
ous means, become familiar with Chinese 
Football’s music and presence throughout the 
preceding years.

Xu remembers a brief encounter he had 
with the band during a previous world tour. “I 
once saw American Football’s show in Japan, 
and gave a CD to Mike as a gift and told him 
that I had a band called Chinese Football. He 
said that he had already heard of us.”

Lamos looks back on the encounter: “You 
know we get a lot of people spoofing the band 
or teasing the band or whatever and I thought 
‘Oh, this is probably one of those kinds of 

things.'” he says. ”No, it’s a legit thing with 
legit players, so that was really a pleasant 
surprise.” 

The fanfare that this combination has 
caused among independent music zealots 
throughout China, and Asia, has been a joy 
to behold; not only that the much-loved 
American Football are making their way 
to The Middle Kingdom, but that they have 
chosen their namesake, Chinese Football, as 
support. 

“Steve Holmes, our guitar player immedi-
ately said, ‘Oh, we should see if we can get 
Chinese Football on the tour,’ because he fol-
lows their music and he also follows them on 
Instagram,” Lamos tells us about proposition-
ing the Chinese band. 

“So we thought ‘Oh, you know, you take a 
shot in the dark, it’s just sort of a funny thing 
if they’d agree to do it… and sure enough here 
we are.”

Tue Jul 30, 9pm; RMB220 (presale), RMB260 (door); 
Omni Space, B103 Tianqiao Performing Arts Center, 
9 Tianqiao Nanlu, Xicheng 西城区天桥艺术中心下沉广
场B103
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CITY POP
DJ and Vinyl Collector Endy Chen  
on the Influential Japanese Genre
by Bryan Grogan

City pop music began as Japan’s 
answer to new wave in the late 
‘70s, with new money and a new 
lifestyle in Japan calling for a novel 
soundtrack. Combining a variety 
of musical elements, such as funk, 
soul, jazz and more, the genre was 
sometimes derided throughout the 
’80s for being kitschy and aimed at 
the Japanese equivalent of yuppies. 

However,  new genres, which have 
taken influence from city pop, like 
vaporwave, future funk and nu disco, 
have emerged, bringing the musical 
style back into vogue in China.  
       We got in touch with DJ, vinyl 
collect or and all-round musical 
archivist Endy Chen, to find out more 
about this retro style of music. 

Basically, to me, city pop is kind 
of like a large fusion of rock, 

funk and soul, as well as jazz and 
even reggae. It’s more like a feeling, 
like that of a vintage style within an 
urban setting.

As for why this style of music rose 
to popularity when it did, I think that 
it had something to do with produc-
ers who began to use certain types 
of equipment to make their music, 
such as Roland 808s, DX-7 keyboards 
and many others. These producers 
obviously enjoyed the sound of this 
modernistic music, and it helped 
listeners relate to the rising standard 
of living in Japan at the time, so they 
could enjoy this ’80s music more and 
more.

My personal favorite city pop 
album was made by Makoto 
Matsushita. His debut album First 
Light, which was released in 1981, 
is a good fusion of rock, funk and 
disco, with a bit of jazz. All of these, 
combined with his emotional vocals, 
make for a very urban and mellow 
sound. 

I think people don’t really care to 

try and understand the lyrics, but 
mostly enjoy the music. It’s from the 
point of city pop music: simple, re-
laxed, lightly groovy.

In fact, beginning in the ’80s, 
Japanese music started to filter over 
to China in a very special way. As far 
as I am aware, even on the mainland, 
there were many Japanese pop songs 
that were covered around that time. 

At the same time, there were 
many, many more in Hong Kong 
and Taiwan. [Editor’s note: Look 
up Sandy Lam’s album City Rhythm 
or Anita Mui’s cover of Marika 
Takeuchi’s ‘Plastic Love’ for refer-
ence.]

At the moment, old city pop vinyl 
records are at their highest price 
ever; let’s just say that the prices are 
crazy. For me personally, I just love 
the simple romantic sound of this 
genre of music, the songs have a lov-
ing feeling.

Catch up with Endy’s musical exploits 
here: groovebunnyrecords.bandcamp.com.  

FOR  THE  RECORD
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THE BEAT 
OF BEIJING

J-Fever on Collaborating with Soulspeak and the Sound 
of the Capital

by Bryan Grogan 

How do you capture the sound of a city? 
So many have tried yet so few have 
truly succeeded in achieving anything 

more than a subjective interpretation of their 
chosen metropolis.

The air of chaos that pervades China’s capi-
tal city, Beijing, has fascinated many bands 
and musicians, with punks, noise artists, in-
dustrial folk and straight-up avant garde mu-
sicians attempting to replicate the intensity 
of one of the largest and most storied cities in 
the world. 

The latest duo to doff their hat to the city 
are rapper J-Fever (also known as Little Tiger, 
or Xiao Laohu) and producer Soulspeak. 

Explaining their album, Beijing Ma? J-Fever 
tells us “I wanted to try to write about the 
temperament of Beijing, the kind of sloppy, 
careless, casual and absurd calm that exists 
in the city.”

The pair come from significantly different 
backgrounds, with J-Fever regarded as one 
of the pioneers of Chinese hip hop, helping 
to further ‘freestyle culture‘ in the country, 
while also experimenting with the form by 
making jazzy hip hop. Soulspeak, meanwhile, 
is a California-born, Chinese-American 
producer whose work combines cultural 
elements from both his US and Chinese back-
ground. 

Speaking to Chinese website Woozy about 
his collaboration with Chengdu producer 
Eddie Beatz, J-Fever let slip a snippet about 
his unique relationship with Soulspeak, re-
vealing that the producer had asked him to 
work on something ‘new’ together. New being 
a very significant word here. 

“We have known each other for six years; 
we were introduced by a friend who is from 
Los Angeles,” J-Fever tells us. 
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“Soulspeak is my best friend and my teacher. 
I miss the time when we could meet and chat 
frequently. We talk about a lot of things other 
than music. That kind of happiness is more than 
making music together. But the internet is very 
convenient. We will FaceTime before making 
music, to feel what kind of atmosphere the other 
wants.”

The duo’s latest album is everything that you 
might expect, in that it takes unexpected leaps, 
sways with spoken word rhythm and gnaws 
on the ears at points, with the sound of indus-
trial machinery that is ever-present not only in 
Beijing, but all over the country. 

The thought occurs to us, then, whether 
Beijing is so very unique, or rather a microcosm 
of a macrocosm that charts the running trends 
that are prevalent in the China that we know 
today.  

A number of issues pop up during the course 
of the album’s 10 songs, like the issue of closing 
gig venues on ‘Yugong Yishan Yizou Le.’ Yugong 
Yishan, the famed music venue formerly based 
out of Dongcheng officially shuttered earlier this 
year. J-Fever says, “Yugong Yishan has too many 
memories, but I feel that I have to lose these 
memories. Before I completely lose them, I have 
to tamper with them.” 

When we question J-Fever about the perceived 
uniqueness of Beijing, he is at a loss. “That’s a 
big question,” he told us. Correct. A big question 
that is perhaps better answered in the form of 
segments, parts and aspects, as on the album 
Beijing Ma? 

Think about James Joyce’s Ulysses, which 
takes shape over the course of 24 hours and 
18 episodes at various locations around 
Dublin, a much smaller city. How then to 
compact Beijing, a city of 20-plus million 
people and the heart of arguably the most 
intriguing country in the world right now? “I 
don’t know bro,” J-Fever says. 

A fair answer to an impossible question. 
So, is there an objective sound or idea of 

Beijing, or any city for that matter? Rather 
than hold to the idea of a perfect symbol, it’s 
perhaps better to empathize with the stories 
that J-Fever tells us here on Beijing Ma? and 
which Soulspeak brings to life with his vivid, 

hugely changeable scope of sounds.
With all that in mind, and with our ideas 

of Beijing as a city made up of truly mud-
dled sounds, we can say that Beijing Ma? is a 
beautiful, poetic, jazz-infused, experimental 
work that has thus far flown beneath the 
radar. Whether or not it truly describes the 
landscapes of the Capital to the North are 
surely worth discussing, but, regardless, the 
album stands as a testament to the versatility 
and virtuosity of the pair of artists on show. 

Scan the QR code below to listen to Beijing Ma?:
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THE RACE FOR SPACE
Is China’s Sci-fi Cinema Movement Ready to Blast-Off?
by Bryan Grogan

In the aftermath of the overwhelming suc-
cess of Chinese sci-fi film, The Wandering 
Earth, the nation and the world are await-

ing what comes next for Chinese cinema. Will 
Frank Gwo and Liu Cixin’s apocryphal tale of 
the dying sun and mankind’s desperate effort 
to reach a new solar system stand out as a 
landmark in China’s global cinematic appeal?

You’ve likely seen the headlines prophesy-
ing that 2019 will be the year of the sci-fi 
blockbuster in China. Everyone and their 
grandmother is trying to predict what the 
next major sci-fi blockbuster to come out of 
The Middle Kingdom will be, with many in 
agreement on one particular film. August 9 
will see the release of the unusually hyped 
Shanghai Fortress, which will see Lu Han and 
Shu Qi fight back insidious alien forces. 

But rather than focus on the future, we’ll 
take the retroactive step of turning our heads 
towards the past and invoke the Beegees 
here (or The Rapture, based on your prefer-
ence) in asking ‘How Deep Is Your Love for 
Sci-fi, China?’ 

The Middle Kingdom is perhaps best 
known on the global stage for creating gor-
geously cinematic historical dramas, such as 
House of Flying Daggers and Hero, as well as 
war dramas such as Operation Mekong and 
Wolf Warrior. It’s only relatively recently that 

films like Reset, Crazy Alien and, of course, 
The Wandering Earth have established China 
as a truly viable producer of large-scale and 
ambitious sci-fi films. 

Yet the country’s sci-fi roots stretch back 
decades prior. Death Ray On A Coral Island, 
or Shanhu Dao Shang de Shi Guang, has often 
been posited as China’s first-ever sci-fi film. 
The plot features scientists racing to stop 
an atomic bomb being used as the ultimate 
weapon. Hongmei Zhang’s 1980 effort was 
praised for its visual effects, although the 
script and plotting is regarded as patchy – 
and a bit zany – as it combines a number of 
unwieldy ideas. Also, in a potentially offen-
sive turn of events, the film features Chinese 
actors in whiteface imitating evil Americans. 
Nonetheless, a memorable beginning.

The ’80s and ’90s saw various experimen-
tation by Chinese filmmakers with the form 
of sci-fi cinema. We would be hard-pressed 
to leave out well-known classics of the ’80s, 
such as Dislocation (1986) and Wonder Boy 
(1988). The former is standard freaky sci-fi 
fare, combining a nails-on-the-blackboard 
soundtrack with futuristic architecture (actu-
ally featuring white actors this time, which 
puts it a notch above Death Ray On A Coral 
Island in our books). Dislocation sees a man 
implant his memories in a clone before send-
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ing it out into the world as himself. 
Elsewhere, in Wonder Boy, the focus turns 

towards a small child, born with the power 
of electricity in his hands, which allows him 
to control electrical appliances. Both of these 
early examples of Chinese sci-fi are interest-
ing forays into ’80s cinema in China and are 
readily available on YouTube. 

In the same year that Wonder Boy was 
released, Hecheng Ren was presented to 
Chinese audiences. This film, reminiscent of 
the Nicolas Cage, John Travolta flick Face/Off, 
sees the brain of a farmer transplanted into 
that of a prominent businessman who has 
passed away. This turn of events causes much 
deception and conflict, more similar in ways 
to the Eddie-Murphy comedy Trading Places, 
and can be described as a sci-fi flick in that it 
deals with brain transplants. 

The 1990 film Daqiceng Xiaoshi, on the 
other hand, features a novel plotline that 
could reasonably apply to our current-day 
geographical problems. Directed by XIaoning 
Feng, the film shows a couple robbing a train 
and releasing poisonous gases into the at-

mosphere. By some bizarre twist of logic, a 
young boy sitting at home suddenly gains the 
power to talk to animals. The animals tell him 
about the catastrophic atmospheric disaster, 
but the adults around him will not listen. He’s 
thus forced to work together with his furry 
friends to save the planet, because, obviously 
someone’s got to do it. 

More recently, in the ’90s and ’00s, Chinese 
sci-fi has tended towards the outrageous, 
with films like City Under Siege by Hong Kong 
director Benny Chan receiving pretty meager 
ratings from audiences. The film features on 
a circus performer named Sunny and his col-
leagues who are transformed into super mu-
tants in a freak accident. Another Hong Kong 
film, Sixty Million Dollar Man sees Stephen 
Chow play a rich playboy whose body is 
blown up and then remade so that he can 
transform into anything he wants. Again, this 
story was criticized, with the special effects 
and acting also facing harsh scrutiny. 

Since around 2015 the Chinese sci-fi cin-
ema scene has seen a significant uptick. The 
award-winning success of Liu Cixin’s The 

Three Body Problem gave rise to an immedi-
ate push to have the novel made into a film. 
That push, however, proved problematic, with 
a movie version of The Three Body Problem 
currently postponed (although Amazon are 
said to be vying for the movie’s rights.)

In 2017, Reset, a story about a woman 
rushing to save her son amid time travel, 
universe hopping and doppelgängers, was 
released to little fanfare, though it later went 
on to become one of China’s most successful 
sci-fi films. 

And all of that leads us back to The 
Wandering Earth. An unexpected success? 
For sure. Although novelist Liu’s story-writ-
ing chops have been well-regarded the world 
over. With that being said, The Wandering 
Earth has paved the way for bigger and 
bolder productions, such as the forthcoming 
Shanghai Fortress. But will they be as good, 
however?
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If we were to summarize Courtney Barnett in 
one sentence, simply put: She’s a self-assured 
badass. 

The moody Australian artist became an indie 
starlet quite out of the blue. She put out her first 
EP, I’ve Got a Friend Called Emily Ferris, through 
her own Melbourne-based record label dubbed 
Milk! Records in 2012, and quickly followed it up 
with another stellar EP How To Carve A Carrot 
Into A Rose in 2013, which garnered rave reviews 
and included the excellently droll lead single 
‘Avant Gardener.’ These two releases were then 
condensed into one and dubbed The Double EP: A 
Sea of Split Peas. So, yeah, kind of a badass.

But beneath the DIY rocker’s ultra-cool vibe is 
an artist that’s just sharing her own quirks and 
vulnerabilities and hoping for the best.

“Put me on a pedestal and I’ll only disappoint 
you. Tell me I’m exceptional, I promise to exploit 
you,” sings Barnett on ‘Pedestrian at Best’ off of 
her first full-length record Sometimes I Sit and 
Think, and Sometimes I Just Sit from 2015. “Give 
me all your money and I’ll make some origami, 
honey.”

It’s this cheeky poetic lyricism delivered in 
her signature deadpan style that Barnett is 
best-known for. Lyrics doused in unabashed self-
doubt leave a subtle sting of attitude that makes 
you question if she’s just too clever for her own 
good and has everyone fooled. 

Her songs are introspective stories, incredibly 

witty and inescapably relatable, often depicting 
abstract characters and eccentric scenes that 
melt into personal reflections on life. There’s 
both a sense of shame and shamelessness – it’s 
all there for you to dissect from her seemingly 
nonsensical, tongue-in-cheek lines. 

The singer-songwriter went about the busi-
ness of finding her own sound with the help of 
mixtapes made by a friend and featuring art-
ists like No Doubt, Nirvana and Red Hot Chili 
Peppers. The influence of these early listening 
habits can be heard in guitar-heavy anthems 
like ‘Nobody Really Cares If You Don’t Go to the 
Party’ and more recently, ‘I’m Not Your Mother, 
I’m Not Your B*tch.’ She admits she was also a 
fan of digging through the oldies: “I loved my 
parents’ record collection – Ella Fitzgerald, Louis 
Armstrong, Billie Holiday, Miles Davis, Herbie 
Hancock. Then, I started getting guitar lessons 
and buying my own CDs and discovered PJ 
Harvey, Jeff Buckley and The Beatles.”

Tell Me How You Really Feel, Barnett’s second 
album, which was released last summer, comes 
out of the woodwork in a much similar fashion, 
using a metaphorical microscope to peer at her 
insecurities and serving them up raw on a shiny 
plate for the listener to gulp down. 

It was a manic process: “I sat down at the desk 
and started writing. And I didn’t stop writing un-
til I was in the studio recording the album.”

OPEN UP 
YOUR INSIDES

Courtney Barnett Isn’t Afraid to Tell You How She Really Feels
by Valerie Osipov 
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OPEN UP 
YOUR INSIDES

Courtney Barnett Isn’t Afraid to Tell You How She Really Feels
by Valerie Osipov 

It’s far from a cry for help – Barnett is just 
begging for some transparency. No, literally: 
“Open up your insides, show us your inner 
most lecherous. I’ll rip it out carefully, I prom-
ise you won’t feel a thing,” she demands on 
down-tempo track ‘Need a Little Time.’  

Her latest single was released this summer 
titled ‘Everybody Here Hates You’ – the name 
masquerades as an insult, but pretty shortly 
reveals itself to be a deep dive into the diffi-
culties of existing with cloying anxiety. 

“That is a strange song for me. It’s certainly 
not easy,” she says when asked about how 
she approaches such heavy material. “I think 
once a song is finally finished, upon reflec-

tion, it becomes a parody of itself. The self-
seriousness is almost laughable. The pain just 
becomes a product.”

Underneath it all, Barnett is here to say that 
it’s OK to feel everything – from the ugly to 
the even uglier – hell, wear your feelings plas-
tered on your forehead for the world to see. 

Tue Jul 23, 8.30pm; RMB240 (presale), RMB300; Omni 
Space, B103 Tianqiao Performing Arts Center, 9 
Tianqiao Nanlu, Xicheng 西城区天桥艺术中心下沉广场
B103 (tickets via 247tickets.com)

W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J U L Y  2 0 1 9  |  3 7

M U S I C  |  A R T S



Introduction：
Lei is a Doctor of Ancient Chinese Literature, with a strong 
background in Chinese language and culture. She worked 
in the International Department of Tsinghua University 
High School and was in charge of the Chinese Ministry. Lei 
is responsible for teaching and research in primary and 
secondary schools, as well as large-scale Chinese cultural 
activities, Chinese cultural exploration and practice ac-
tivities and organizational planning and coordination of 
extracurricular clubs.

荆孝敏Jing Xiaomin
Editor, Vice President of China Intercontinental Press

Introduction：
Engaged in foreign publishing for more 
than 20 years, participated in the plan-
ning, application, publication of 100 for-
eign publishing projects and won a num-
ber of awards. Participated in the review 
of some publications and foreign cultural 
exchange programs as an expert.

Introduction：
Bryan is currently the National Arts Editor with That’s 
Magazines. He was previously the Shenzhen Editor at 
That’s PRD and has written about music, art and culture 
since completing his journalism degree in Dublin. Being 
Irish, Bryan is possessed of a poetic soul and enjoys the 
work of poets from the modernist era, like T.S. Eliot, 
Hart Crane, as well as the exuberance of mid-century 
poets like Lorca, Ginsberg, Frank O’Hara and many 
more.

陈勇仁Yongren Chen

Introduction：
Born in Taipei and living in Shanghai, Mr. 
Chen is engaged in telling stores about 
Shanghai through illustration, multimedia, 
derivative design, 3D printing and literary 
creation. His work attempts to express the 
enriched and varied urban stories of Shanghai 
and thus create a name card for this branded 
city. 

THE PANEL OF JUDGES

Studio Manager of Urban Story Creation and Curator, Director and 
Researcher at Shanghai City Project

雷乔英 Qiaoying Lei 
Founding Teacher of Whittle School in Shenzhen Campus, 
Head of Chinese Teacher Recruitment

Bryan Grogan
That’s National Arts Editor



Hoon by Run Run Run
Born of the ethnic melting pot that is Guizhou province, Run Run Run have been creating psy-
chedelic vortices for five years now. Guitarist and vocalist Xiao Dou was raised on the erhu, a 
two-stringed traditional Chinese instrument. More so than many bands active in China today, 
Run Run Run capture the terrifying claustrophobic sensation of the tropical, forested regions 
in the South of the country. Recorded over the course of a few weeks, Hoon gives the impres-
sion of a deeply improvisational album, although Xiao Dou says that this is only partially true. 
‘Repercussion’ employs repeated musical phrases, chanting and high-pitched guitar notes, rem-
iniscent of phenomenal psychedelic band Moon Duo as they recreate music we might associate 
with Eastern mysticism. ‘Fireball’ makes use of fuzzy guitar, noise and distortion to create a 
wall of sound, while the percussion and bass carry the rhythm of movement, with the song feel-
ing very cinematic as a whole. The mood lightens on ‘Curtainfall’ as the band play with a pair of 
bright, dueling guitars  – a brief interlude and respite from the intensity that came before. 

Listen at: downloads.maybemars.org/album/hoon

Underwater/Fantasy  by StrawberryPapa
A purer match of artist and label is hard to imagine as instrumental hip hop wizard 
StrawberryPapa and hip hop, boom bap curators Eating Music collide in this beautiful aquatic 
album (with no less than Knopha on mastering duties.) From the outset, on ‘Rainy Street,’ we’re 
treated to a barrage of sensuosity, as pizzicato Spanish guitar combines with the sound of lash-
ing rain. Elsewhere, the producer takes us on a trip beneath the ocean on ‘The Whispering Sea,’ 
which shifts between dream-like rhythmic passages and the trundling sound of underwater 
movement. The sound of old school instrumental hip hop, as initiated by the likes of Madlib and 
Bonobo is clearly audible on tracks like ‘Bill’ and ‘Bae,’ while StrawberryPapa mixes things up 
with jazzy vibes on ‘Ocean,’ and even the presence of a harp on ‘Foolish,’ if we’re not mistaken. 
Each of the 13 tracks is short and easily digestible, imparting wildly different vibes and using 
the influence of jazz, underwater video game sound aesthetics and a wide range of instruments 
and samples to create a fantastically mellow sound that’s just what your beach holiday called 
for. 

Listen at: strawberrypapa.bandcamp.com/album/underwater-fantasy

Default Beings  by Theory of Convergence
The third release in as many months by Merrie Records, Theory of Convergence’s Default Beings 
is about as different from 33EMYBW’s Dong 2 and Daytrip Dormancy’s Night Flow as one could 
imagine. While the first single on this album ‘Life is Illusion’ dropped back in May, we have to 
say we weren’t bowled over by what we felt was the sound of some pretty average progressive 
metal. With that being said, now that we’ve heard the full product – equipped with crunch-
ing, swirling guitar, melancholic country music lyrics and witchy vocals – we are much keener. 
Taking ‘Falling Apart’ as an example, there’s something not quite atypical about the way Theory 
of Convergence construct their songs; the gentle way the guitar rises and falls during the chorus 
reminds us of traditional indie music song structures. Make no mistake, this is heavy rock, but 
the way the instruments interact with each other allows each song to leave a distinct impres-
sion. ‘White Box,’ begins with gently plucked guitar licks, like Led Zeppelin at their softest. The 
standout track on the album, however, is the nine-minute closer ‘Hope,’  a maelstrom of pound-
ing percussion and swooping vocals, before a fantastical overdub combinined with piano and 
violin, while vocalist Joan returns to close out what is a very weird and experimental album. 

Listen at: merrierecord.bandcamp.com/album/default-beings

Three New  Homegrown Albums on Our Radar  
This Month
 by Bryan Grogan

CHINA  
MUSIC CORNER
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For gallery information visit www.thatsmags.com/beijing 

Yu Bogong, ‘Fruit Cell’
Through Jul 27, Magician Space

Xu Zhen, ‘Poetry of Achievement’
Through Jul 25, MOUart

Wang Yigang, 
Self-titled
Through Jul 14, Soka 
Art Center

Yan Lei, ‘Ecstasy + Dose’
Through Jul 14, Boers-Li Gallery

Li Tao, ‘Universe · Secondary’
Through Jul 30, Tabula Rasa

Group Exhibition, ‘Scenographic Imagination’
From Jul 20 to Sep 6, Beijing Commune
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Group Exhibition, ‘Scenographic Imagination’
From Jul 20 to Sep 6, Beijing Commune

CITY SCENES

Oakwood Residence Damei Beijing invited long-stay residents to enjoy 

Chinese culture with a performance of ‘The Legend of Kung Fu’ show. 

Professional Kung Fu practitioners told the story through Chinese martial arts, 

traditional and modern dance and Chinese acrobatics, providing long-lasting 

memories for the hotel’s guests.

In June, the Conrad Hotel held the first stop of a Sicilian wine master class, 

hosted by Consorzio di Tutela Vini DOC Sicilia and the Italian council for 

foreign trade. Over the course of a week, Sicilian wines were presented to 

over 200 Chinese professionals and media in four Chinese cities: Beijing, 

Zhengzhou, Xi’’an and Guangzhou. 

Eudora Station turned up for its 15th anniversary, throwing an epic Mardi 

Gras-themed birthday bash, complete with a masquerade, a drag queen, 

live brass orchestra band, Southern-style food and free-flow drinks.

Shangri-La Hotel Tianjin hosted Scottish photo-journalist Bruce Connolly 

for a unique exhibition at Lobby Lounge. The show displayed over 100 im-

ages captured during his travels on the Tea Horse Trail from Kunming to 

Lhasa during 1995-2000.

Boxing Cat Brewery invited guests to unleash their inner super-

hero and defeat the ordinary at the launch party for their First 

Blood Amber Lager this past spring.
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EXPLORING DESTINATIONS  
IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
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t doesn’t matter if you live in Beijing, Shanghai or down in 
Guangzhou; all of China’s major eastern metropolises are well-
linked to the outside world. We’re particularly well connected 
to the Asia-Pacific region, which is home to some of the hottest 
tourist destinations in the world – from the beaches of Bali, Fiji 
and South Thailand to the temples of Cambodia, Myanmar and 
India.

Now that school is out and summer is here, it seems like the 
perfect chance to take a deep dive into the swoon-worthy des-
tinations located in our geographic backyard. 

Over the following pages, we’ve round up the hottest travel 
spots for history buffs, cultural cosmonauts, foodies and beach 
bums. While we do like to consider ourselves experienced trave-
lers slash adventurers, to assemble this dream destination guide 
we enlisted the help of a panel of travel industry experts: travel 
agents, marketing firms and writers. 

We hope you find their selections both inspiring and entic-
ing. Bon voyage! 
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FOR THE BEACH BUMS
TAHITI & BORA BORA, 
FRENCH POLYNESIA 

An independent nation composed of 
over 1,100 islands and sand banks, 
the Maldives is located off the south-

western coast of India. Famous for its stunning 
beaches and crystal-clear water, the archi-
pelago is a popular honeymoon destination for 

well-to-do couples, and there is no shortage 
of resorts that cater to this market. That be-
ing said, there is more to the Maldives than 
romance and matrimonial bliss on the beach: 
The island chain offers world-class diving, 
snorkeling, fishing and even some pretty de-
cent surfing spots. 

In fact, according to surfing news website 
SurferToday.com, despite being overlooked by 
many, the Maldives boasts some of the best 
waves in the world. The site goes on to dub the 
island chain the perfect destination for interme-
diate and advanced surfers. 

One more thing worth noting: As a Muslim 
country, alcohol is not widely available outside 
of resorts or hotels, which means a fancy cock-
tail on the beach might not be an option unless 
you opt to spend big bucks on swanky accom-
modation. 

THE MALDIVES

Located 277 kilometers and a 50-minute 
flight apart, Tahiti and Bora Bora are 
among the most beautiful – albeit expen-

sive to visit – islands in the Pacific. In short, both 
islands are strong contenders for the literal defi-
nition of paradise.

Tahiti is the larger of the two islands, at 646 
square kilometers, and boasts both white- and 
black-sand beaches, rich Polynesian culture 
and a myriad of watersport options. Surfing? 
Check. Scuba diving? Check. Fishing, snorkeling, 
kitesurfing and canoeing? Quadruple check. 
Recommended beaches include Plage de Toaroto 

(for snorkeling), Papanoo (for surfing) and the 
black-sand Venus Point (for everything else).

At only 24 square kilometers, Bora Bora is 
considerably smaller than Tahiti. But don’t let 
size fool you: Bora Bora is a once-in-a-lifetime 
destination complete with a lush tropical land-
scape and pristine beaches. The accommodation 
of choice here: bungalows suspended over the 
clear, baby blue waters of the island’s lagoons.  

For those looking to get off the beach and 
explore the interior of Bora Bora, the island is 
home to a number of WWII relics, including 
eight huge artillery cannons that were set up by 
US forces, who chose the island as their South 
Pacific supply base in the wake of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor.
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FOR THE BEACH BUMS When most people think of vacationing in Indonesia, 
they think of Bali, or possibly Lombok and the Gili 
Islands. One destination we’ve discovered that is not 

on most people’s radar, however, is the island of Sulawesi, and 
specifically the city of Manado on the island’s northern half. 

While the city is home to unique cultural practices and 
great food, we’re going to focus squarely on the region’s ma-
rine resources, which were described to us by one Guangzhou-
based travel industry 
insider as among “the 
best in the world.”

One of the most 

popular beaches in the vicinity of Manado city is Paal beach, 
although wise travelers will hop a boat to Bunaken National 
Marine Park and the five picturesque islands dotted within it. 
The marine reserve is famous for its stunning corals, vibrant 
fish species and sea turtles, and is popular with divers, snorkel-
ers, beach bums and island hoppers. 

Of note for divers: A 2012 survey of nine dive sites in the 
marine park found that six of the areas offered sightings of 
over 200 fish species in a single dive, while two sites yielded 
over 300 species. To put these numbers in perspective, count-
ing over 200 species on any given dive indicates an area has 
‘very high diversity.’  

SANYA, CHINA

It doesn’t matter if 
you live in Hohhot 
or Shanghai, or if 

you’ve only been living 
in China for two weeks, the 
fact of the matter is everyone here has heard 
about ‘China’s Hawaii’: Sanya.

Arguably the best place in China for a 
proper beach vacation, Sanya is the spot to 
go for those looking to score some much-
needed R&R. The city, which is small by 
Chinese standards – sitting well below the 1 
million resident threshold – is situated on the 
southernmost point of the island province of 
Hainan, and is known across the country as 
much for its tropical weather as its signature 

chicken rice. 
While the city itself is home 

to some spectacular beaches, we 
highly recommend making a day 
trip to the stunning, South Pacific-

esque beaches of nearby Wuzhizhou 
Island.
For travelers not interested in going 

through the hassles of applying for a Chinese 
visa, Hainan allows visa-free entry for up to 
30 days for tourists from 59 countries (travel-
ers must register with a Hainan-based travel 
agency). 

Looking to visit China’s southern beauty? 
We’re currently offering a travel package 
to enjoy three days and two nights in a sea 
view room at The Westin Sanya Haitang Bay 
Resort for under RMB2,100. Scan the QR 
code (left) for more details.

M
ANADO

 AND 
BUNAKEN ISLAND, 
INDO

NESIA 
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Located in the heart Eastern Siberia, the historic 
settlement of Irkutsk is, as the folks at Lonely 
Planet put it, “by far the most popular stop on 

the Trans-Siberian Railway.” 
The city, which is located in Irkutsk Oblast, is a 

worthwhile destination for a number of reasons: 1) 
It’s a great place to scope out decaying Soviet archi-
tecture and weathered wooden structures used by 
notable Decembrist exiles; 2) Its close proximity to 
the world’s largest freshwater lake by volume: Lake 
Baikal; 3) It offers travelers the chance to try both 
traditional Russian cuisine and local fish products, as 

well as food from the Buryat people (namely pozy: 
large meat-filled dumplings); and 4) There are ample 
churches, religious sites and museums to check out – 
for those looking for a little enlightenment. 

Be sure to pay a visit to Irkutsk’s Prince Vladimir 
Monastery, which was built in 1888, and to check 
out local folk music and dance performances. 
Additionally, if you are visiting during the winter, 
don’t miss the city’s celebrated ice festival. 

Adventurous travelers are encouraged to head to 
Lake Baikal for stunning scenery and the chance to 
learn more about the region’s Buryat heritage. 

Known globally for its Arab, Emirati and Islamic cultural 
heritage, and for its culture of opulence and excess, Dubai 
is a fantastic introduction to the Arab world. Home to 

Earth’s tallest building, the Burj Khalifa, the city is the capital of the 
Emirate of Dubai – one of the seven emirates that make up the 
United Arab Emirates.

 An ideal jump-off point for further exploration of the Middle 
East – and Asia at large – Dubai offers a wide range of cultural ac-
tivities and experiences, from lunch at a Bedouin camp in the de-
sert and afternoon tea at an Arab tea house in the city’s old town, 
to market, mosque and museum tours. 

Wandering Dubai’s souks, or markets, is a fun way to spend a 
morning, that gives the intrepid traveler a window into the region’s 
handicraft and culinary culture. Souks in the city are specialized, 
focusing on products such as ornate gold jewelry, handicrafts, 
textiles and spices. Interestingly, Dubai is one of the most multi-

cultural spots in the Middle East 
and is home to large communi-
ties of Indians, Pakistanis and 
Bangladeshis, as well as smaller 
expatriate communities com-
posed of Filipinos, Somalis and 
Brits. According to an article 
published by Reuters, foreigners 
living in the city outnumbered 
local Emiratis by more than five to 
one back in 2013.

With Expo 2020 set to be held 
in the metropolis next year, there 
has never been a better time to 
hop on a plane to the ‘City of 
Gold.’

DUBAI, 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

FOR THE CULTURAL 
COSMONAUTS

IRKUTSK AND 
LAKE BAIKAL, 
RUSSIA 



Known in English as Yellow 
Mountain, Anhui province’s 
famed Huangshan Scenic Area is 

an esteemed member of the UNESCO 
World Heritage List and arguably one 
of China’s most popular tourist destina-
tions. All this fanfare is for good reason, 
though, as the mountain offers visitors 
a stunning natural milieu and plenty of 
cultural activities to learn more about the 
area’s inhabitants. 

When visiting the scenic area, we 
recommend staying in Chengkan Ancient 
Village, which is often touted as the best-
preserved feng shui village in the South 
Yangtze region. This hidden gem is the 
oldest bagua (eight-sided) village in the 
vicinity of Huangshan, with a storied his-
tory dating back over 1,800 years, and 
more than 150 ancient homes designed 
in traditional Hui style, with 21 of those 

designated as major cultural relics to be 
protected as heritage architecture. It’s 
also less touristy than the nearby UNESCO 
ancient villages of Hongxun and Xidi, 
which makes for a more relaxing explora-
tion experience.

Built around the Zhongchuan River, 
the village is surrounded by eight moun-
tains and its labyrinth-like layout fea-
tures 99 intricate roads and lanes. 
As local residents say, Chengkan 
Ancient Village is “the perfect 
place to get lost for a day.”

Discover the natural beauty of 
Yellow Mountain and Chengkan with 
this awesome travel deal: A two-night 
stay at the Shilili Fan Honeymoon 
Chengkan Yongxin Hostel, a 
boutique venue located near 
Huangshan, along with a set dinner 
for two, starting for just RMB1,399! 
To learn more, scan the QR code (left).

AM
RITSAR, 

INDIA 

HUANGSHAN, 
CHINA 

For a cultural adventure like no 
other, look no further than the city 
of Amritsar, located in India’s north-

ern Punjab state. As the spiritual heart 
of the Sikh religion, the city offers rich 
cultural and historical experiences for in-
trepid travelers. Learn about the partition 
of India at the Partition Museum, visit 
the site of the 1919 Amritsar massacre, 
check out a bhangra (traditional Punjabi 
dance) performance, sample the region’s 
spectacular cuisine and, of course, spend 
an hour (or five) wandering the storied 
Harmandir Sahib, more commonly re-
ferred to as the Golden Temple.  

Built way back in 1604 by the fifth 
Sikh Guru, Arjan, the Golden Temple 
is a major pilgrimage site for members 

of the Sikh faith and a glorious piece of 
architecture. A trip here is rewarding for 
a number of reasons: 1) You can learn 
about Sikhism and experience what 
was described to us by one visitor to 
the temple as “religious bliss”; 2) After 
dark, the site is lit up in grand fashion 
and must be seen in person to be fully 
appreciated; and 3) Visitors are able to 
enjoy a free vegetarian meal here, at 
what has been hailed as ‘the largest free 
kitchen in the world.’ 

According to a Munchies article from 
2015, the temple’s kitchen – which is 
staffed by volunteers – serves 100,000 
people on weekdays and as many as 
150,000 people on holy days. 
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FOR THE FOODIES

HANOI, VIETNAM

KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA 
Simply put: Malaysian food is spec-

tacular, with bold and diverse fla-
vors that demand as much recogni-

tion as the celebrated Thai cuisine. While 
regional specialties abound throughout 
the Southeast Asian nation, the nation’s 

capital of Kuala Lumpur, often re-
ferred to simply as KL, is the place 

to taste them all – and more. 
As a multicultural city, hungry 
travelers can dine on tradition-
al Malay, Indian and Chinese 
cuisines all in the same day. 

Craving roti canai (flat 
bread served with curry 

and dal)? You’ll find it in abundance 
in KL, and for less than RMB5 in many 
cases. The whole spectrum of Malay and 
Indonesian cuisine is on offer here, from 
nasi lemak (a fragrant rice dish) to sea-
food laksa (spicy noodle soup) to satay, 
and can be acquired either from brick-
and-mortar restaurants or street stalls. 

If Indian food is what you’re after, 
we encourage you to saunter over to 
Brickfields, while those looking for award-
winning dim sum are should to hit up Din 
Tai Fung. 
 

The capital city of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam, Hanoi’s culinary 
experiences run the gamut, from 

fantastic street side pho, seafood spring 
rolls and cheese-stuffed baguettes, to 
more obscure offerings like dog meat, 
insects, cobra blood wine and boiled duck 
fetus eggs (famously known as balut in the 
Philippines). 

During our culinary escapades through 
Hanoi we’ve largely avoided the city’s more 
exotic – and dare we say, controversial 
– foodstuffs, there’s no denying that the 
noodle soup varieties offered in the North 
Vietnamese metropolis are among the best 
in the world. 

The city’s Old Quarter is a good place 
to start for those looking for affordable 
local fare, including North Vietnam’s most 
famous dish: pho, rice noodles simmered 
in a beef bone broth (occasionally the 
broth is made from other proteins). 

Fans of the late gonzo chef Anthony 
Bourdain and/or former US President 
Barack Obama should be sure to check out 
Bun Cha Huong Lien, the restaurant which 
hosted the duo back in May 2016. The 
meeting was chronicled in an episode of 
CNN’s Parts Unknown, and the table that 
Bourdain and Obama dined at is now en-
shrined in glass.
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XIAMEN, CHINA

OSAKA, JAPAN

No list of must-visit foodie destina-
tions is complete without mention-
ing the island nation of Japan. Of 

the country’s numerous culinary hotspots, 
one really stands out: Osaka. As Japan’s 
third largest city, you can find foodstuffs 
from across the country, as well as interna-
tional eats.

Home to one of the nation’s largest 
fish markets, fresh, authentic sushi is read-
ily available at a reasonable price. Ramen 
and Japanese curries are also easy to find 
and affordable, although we recommend 
dedicating at least a few of your Osaka 

meal times to three local street food spe-
cialties: kushikatsu (deep-fried skewered 
meat and vegetables), okonomiyaki (a 
savory pancake packed full of ingredients) 
and takoyaki (dough balls stuffed with 
octopus). 

In addition to gorging and snack-
ing until you literally drop, passionate 
foodies can also check out Momofuku 
Ando Instant Ramen Museum, a museum 
dedicated wholly to instant noodles and 
the founder of the Cup Noodle brand, 
Momofuku Ando.

While perhaps not as famous 
for its cuisine as Guangzhou, 
Hong Kong and Chengdu, 

among others, Xiamen offers travelers 
passionate about edibles a vast tableau 
of culinary delicacies to sample and en-
joy. 

For an introduction into the seaside 
city’s cuisine, we recommend starting 
at Xiamen’s popular commercial street, 
Zhongshan Lu. While crammed full of 
tourists on most days that you’ll likely 
feel like a canned sardine, the thorough-
fare is a great spot to taste local delica-
cies, from Xiamen’s famous oyster omelet 
to seafood noodles.

Another popular foodie street is 
located a five-minute ferry ride from the 
city on Gulangyu Island – which, like 
several other spots on this list, has been 
honored by UNESCO. Meandering down 
pedestrian street Longtou Jie delivers 
countless opportunities to stuff your face 
and shop for souvenirs. The famous fish 
ball noodles here come highly recom-
mended.   
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Foodies looking to visit Xiamen 
would be wise to check out this awe-
some hotel deal: Stay in a gorgeous 
resort with spectacular views of the city’s 
mountains, forests and bay scenery for 
only RMB1,688. This deal gets you a 
two-night stay in an executive room at 
the five-star Le Meridien Xiamen Hotel, 
as well as a buffet dinner for two. Yum! 
Scan the QR code to learn more.
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BAGAN, MYANMAR

Hailed by more than a few folks 
(ourselves included) as Myanmar’s 
spectacular answer to Cambodia’s 

world-famous Angkor Wat, the ancient 
city of Bagan is a site composed of over 
2,000 well-preserved temples and pagodas 
ranging from the 11th to 13th centuries. 
While unrest in the West of Myanmar has 
led some to shun the Southeast Asian 
country in recent years, Bagan remains a 
must-visit location for history buffs and 
those interested in the Buddhist faith. 

Set roughly 145 kilometers south 
of Mandalay, along the banks of the 
Irrawaddy River, Bagan was once the vi-
brant heart of the Pagan Empire and a cos-
mopolitan center associated with religious, 
scientific and literary studies. The city 

eventually collapsed sometime in the 13th 
century due to repeated and sustained 
incursions by the Mongol Empire.

Like many of the destinations fea-
tured on this list, Bagan is under threat. 
According to UNESCO, the site, which lies 
in an active earthquake zone, suffered 
from more than 400 earthquakes between 
the turn of the 20th century and 1975. In 
July of 1975, a massive earthquake caused 
severe damage to more than half of the 
archeological and religious site’s important 
structures. According to the publication 
Irrawaddy, a 6.8 magnitude quake struck 
Bagan in August 2016, damaging almost 
400 pagodas.

Located off the beaten track in 
Central Laos, the Plain of Jars is 
fascinating for lovers of both con-

temporary and ancient history. While the 
famous stone jars that dot the site are 
indeed very, very old, this destination was 
also a flash point during the Vietnam War 
and saw heavy bombing by the US Air 
Force during the ‘Secret War.’ Signs of 
the conflict are still visible, and folks living 
near the archeological site have found 
creative ways to repurpose bombs and 
shell fragments in their homes. 

But while the recent conflict history of 
the area is indeed interesting, the ancient, 
Iron Age megaliths that cover the plains 
landscape of the Xiangkhoang Plateau 
are the chief reason for a visit to the Plain 
of Jars.

Spread out over the rolling hills that 
surround the Xiangkhoang provincial 
capital of Phonsavan are 90 different sites 
altogether composed of around 2,500 

large, stone urns. While some of these 
roughly 2,000-year-old jars are small 
enough that an adult can glance inside 
with ease, others are as tall as three me-
ters, with a one-meter width. 

Most tour groups to the Plain of 
Jars – which has been hailed by some 
as Southeast Asia’s answer to 
Stonehenge – visit Site 1, Site 2 
and Site 3. While the trails at the 
main tourist areas of the three 
aforementioned jar sites are 
relatively safe, wandering off 
the path here is strong dis-
couraged: The Plain of Jars 
was a US Air Force dump-
ing ground for over 260 
million cluster bombs – 
making it the world’s most 
bombed place – and unex-
plored ordinance is still a 
real problem in the area.

FOR THE HISTORY BUFFS

BAGAN, 
M

YANM
AR

THE PLAIN OF JARS, LAOS 
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For history lovers, Jiangsu province’s 
Nanjing is one of those places you 
simply must visit. The city, which was 

historically referred to as ‘Nanking,’ served 
as the capital for six dynasties and has 

been inhabited for at least 5,000 
years. 

Situated along the 
Yangtze River, several 

key historical attrac-
tions can be found 

throughout the 
city, including 
important sites 
and relics from 
the Ming dy-
nasty, as well 
as some of 
China’s most 
popular tour-
ist spots. 

With the 

Confucius Temple and other ancient build-
ings at the heart of the city, as well as the 
Ming City Wall and Qinhuai River nearby, 
Nanjing is truly a destination of cultural 
and historical significance. 

We recommend planning to spend at 
least one day wandering around Purple 
Mountain, which is home to Ming Xiaoling 
Mausoleum, the Tomb of Sun Quan 
and the wildly popular Dr. Sun Yat-sen 
Mausoleum. Visitors are also encour-
aged to check out the Nanjing Massacre 
Memorial Hall, a sobering place that puts 
into perspective the horrors of war and the 
suffering the Chinese people endured at 
the hands of Imperial Japan. 

Discover Nanjing’s history with an 
awesome travel package that is available 
for purchase right now. For just RMB849 
per night, you’ll get to stay in one of four 
boutique hotels in the city, each themed 
according to a particular era in Nanjing’s 
history. To learn more, scan the QR code. 

The rumored landing place of a lost 
Roman legion over 2,000 years ago 
(read more about this fascinating – 

albeit unlikely – story by scanning the QR 
code, below right), China’s Gansu prov-
ince is home to a myriad of archeological 
sites from the days of the Old Silk Road. 
For one, the province is home to the far 
western end of the Great Wall and the 

nearby ruins of Jiayuguan Pass, both 
of which are bucket list-worthy 

sites. Additionally, the Mogao 
Grottoes, also referred to as 
‘Thousand Buddha Caves,’ are 
one of China’s most impressive 
Buddhist sites, home to an 
amazing collection of religious 
art (including both murals and 

statues) that was made over a 

period spanning roughly 1,000 years. 
Located near the Mogao Grottoes, 

the Old Silk Road oasis city of Dunhuang 
is a certified history-buff hotspot. 
Checking out Crescent Lake and its sur-
rounding dunes are a must, as is Yumen 
Pass and Yangguan Pass, both ancient 
fortifications.

Other worthwhile destinations include 
the vast reaches of the Gobi Desert, the 
Rainbow Hills, Maijishan Grottoes, Matisi 
Temple, Labrang Monastery and even 
Lanzhou’s Gansu Provincial 
Museum, which contains a 
vast catalogue of artifacts 
from the region. 

FOR THE HISTORY BUFFS

NANJING, CHINA

GANSU, CHINA  
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

GETTING MODERATELY DEEP WITH…
The Manager of A Family Restaurant
interview by Edoardo Donati Fogliazza

This month we meet Liu, the manager of Xiao 
Wang Home Restaurant. 

What’s your idea of the perfect day?  

When I finish my work and go home to spend 
time with my family.

What's the first thing you thought when 
you woke up this morning? 

There’s a lot of work to do.

Who is your best customer? 

I have to say there is not really a good or bad 
customer for us here. Though we always hope 
our customers are kind and respectful. 

Who is your worst customer?

A person who lacks manners and, whether or 
not he’s satisfied, does not respect the staff 
and mistreats us.

Which living person do you most admire? 

I don’t really like to idolize people. I tend to 
look up to and compare myself to people who 
are close to me. For this reason, I would say I 
admire my boss the most, because every day I 
have proof of his talent.

How are you feeling today? 

Just fine. Though there aren’t too many cus-
tomers, which makes me feel a bit uneasy.

When and where were you happiest?

Every time I eat a meal together with my 
family. I am very lucky to have everyone 
nearby, especially compared to many people 
in Beijing who are just here to work and live 
far away from their relatives. For this reason, 
I am grateful.

What do you consider your greatest 
achievement? 

Nothing in my life has happened yet that I 
would classify as an achievement. My dream 
is to open a restaurant myself and this drives 
me every day, but until that dream is realized 
I can’t say I’ve truly accomplished anything.

What trait do you most value in a person? 

Their sense of justice. This means their abil-
ity to tell what is right, regardless of whether 
they are rich or poor.

What is it that you most dislike? 

People who cannot relate to others. On one 
hand, I mean those who are not able to com-
municate, or tell a story and have someone 
understand them. On the other hand, I mean 
those who do not consider how others feel 
and who think only of themselves, for exam-
ple treating everyone badly if they’re not in a 
good mood. I really can’t stand that.

What is your motto? 

Always push forward. We can make mistakes 
in life but the important thing to keep in mind 
is to always push forward.

What’s the most surprising thing that’s 
happened to you? 

Every time a relative or a friend surprises 
me by visiting me at the restaurant or at my 
house. It’s always amazing to see a person we 
care about after a long day.

Which era of Beijing’s history would you 
most like to have lived in?  

Beijing during the Ming dynasty era, for sure. 
I have a feeling I belong in that time period. 
During emperor Zhu Di’s time, Beijing was a 
metropolis with an advanced economy and 
a center for the arts. There was also a sort of 
peculiar spirituality. I would definitely want 
to have lived during that time so I could check 
it out.

You can find Liu at Xiao Wang Home Restaurant at 
Bldg 2, Guanhua Dongli, Chaoyang 朝阳区光华东里
2号楼
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The sweltering summer galva-
nized us to gaze longingly into 
shop freezers filled with ice 
cream and drool at the pos-
sibilities. Chocolate, vanilla, 
strawberry… Salted egg yolk? 
We wish we were kidding, but 
this really exists. We spot this 
creamy variety, shaped dis-
turbingly like sunny-side-up 
eggs and are instantly horrified (though, in-
trigued). As we tear the wrapper away, we’re pleased to say that there is some 
good news here: It has little to no smell. And upon first bite, it tastes mostly of frozen 
milk – with the odd dash of salt. Though after a few licks, it kinda just creates the illu-
sion we’re consuming some upper lip sweat on a hot summer day. Towards the end, 
a switch to water is necessary. The plus side is this ice cream bar does keep its shape 
pretty well, barely melting at all, meaning it doesn’t drip too much on its way to the 
nearest disposal. MG

RMB4, 7-Eleven

VINEGRAPE
SNACKS AND THE CITY

OFF THE BEATEN PLATE 

NEWS BITE
It’s July, which basically just means it’s now 
acceptable to demand ice-cold water at 
every restaurant, hit up public pools with 
friends and never leave your house without 
a handheld fan if you know what’s good for 
you. 

Wiping off the sweat from our foreheads 
on those hellish subway rides (unless you’re 
riding in the strong air-con cars that Line 6 
just debuted), we can’t help but daydream 
of dipping out of boiling Beijing to lounge 
beachside somewhere far, far away. (Unless 
you’re already doing that. Curse you English 
teachers and your long summer vacations.) 
If you’re sticking around, fear not – there’s 
plenty to do (aka eat and drink) in the capi-
tal to keep cool. 

Avocado Tree recently teamed up with 
Lingxia Gelato Lab to debut a new avocado 
gelato (say that five times fast). More sweet 
news: a pop-up by iconic milk candy brand 
White Rabbit premiered at Yokikano Tea in 
Sanlitun SOHO, serving candy-flavored milk 
tea (it’s fine) and ice cream (way better). 

Over on Wudaoying, Pebbles is revamp-
ing their menu to make way for more au-
thentic specials like cochinita pibil (braised 
pork, a Yucatan specialty) and woodfire-
grilled yellow corvina, smothered in home-
made glazes. Save room for the tres leches 
sponge cake, drenched in creamy goodness 
and topped with bits of Mexican chocolate. 

Head over to Bistro 108 for an early 
evening session of cool cocktails and funky 
Thai snacks at new concept Bonus Tracks, 
a star-studded collaboration run by ex-jazz 
bar Good Bait. Don’t miss out on the special 
iced tea based with Thai tea-infused rum. 

In Sanlitun, cocktail lounge 50/50 is 
keeping things fresh with new drinks like 
the rum-based Peach, Please! – enhanced 
with fresh peach, dry sherry, honey and Thai 
lime. The High Key Cucumber is a safe bet (a 
cool elixir whipped up with crème de cacao, 
fresh cucumber juice, mint and cucumber-
infused gin), though if you’re feeling frisky, 
opt for the dangerously delicious Low Key 
variant – cucumber, Amaro, dry vermouth 
and rye whiskey.

End at El Barrio’s vibrant rooftop, 
which is pretty popping, like, most nights of 
the week. Also popping: bottles of free-flow 
prosecco on Thursdays (ladies only). It’s 
free – need we say more? VO

Imperial Eats
After White Rabbit-themed body lotions 
and shower gels (see p. 18), the latest 
throwback China-based collaboration 
features Oreos and… the Forbidden City. 
Inspired by Beijing’s Palace Museum and 
classic Chinese flavors enjoyed for many 
dynasties, six new Oreo flavors debuted on 
Tmall: Chaoshan-style BBQ pork, lychee-
rose cake, spicy peppercorn, red bean, 
green tea and hawthorn. The fancy variants of the classic cookie come in intricately designed 
gift boxes. To promote the new collaboration, the duo premiered an animated video featuring 
the Forbidden City built out of Oreos, which racked in over 300 million views on Weibo shortly 
after its release.

tmall.com
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MIFAN/MAFAN

We Tell You            
if the Rice is 

Worth the  
Hassle

Poly Cafe
Craving coffee over in Chaowai Soho? Head over to Poly Café, a cheery 
addition to the numerous office spaces housed in the building. The 
small but neat interior of this coffee shop is visually striking – and 
the beans aren’t bad either. They offer a choice of varieties from Costa 
Rican and Indonesian blends to Yirgacheffe. We grab a flat white 
(RMB32) and indulge in a peaceful moment away.

Tue-Sun, 10am-7pm; 0122, 1F, B6 Block A, Chaowai SOHO, Chaoyangmen Waijie, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区朝外大街乙6号朝外SOHOA座麻雀胡同内1层0122

The Great Outdoors x Foam Lab
Setting up a second shop closer to Chaoyang Park, Fangjia favorite The Great Outdoors has 
moved in with craft brewers Foam Lab to create a relaxing atmosphere ideal for party ani-
mals and families alike. With two floors and a (great) outdoor patio, complete with a grill, 
it looks like this dynamic duo has some ideas brewing on using its space to the fullest, hav-
ing already hosted a Super Mario Bros-themed bash at the venue last month. We start with 
the Baked Potato Wedges Bolognaise with Cheese (RMB44), which we enjoy on the plant-
filled patio with a cool beer. Next is a decent serving of Italian salami pizza (RMB88) and a 
chicken “fusion” quesadilla (RMB38), which is really just jianbing – we’re not complaining. 
The beer is what you expect from a brewery that is steadily creating a brand (with a little 
help from its friends) – classic brews infused with daring flavors. All in all, not too shabby of 
a late afternoon turned into an impromptu late night.

Daily, 5pm-2am; 5 North Xili, Chaoyang 朝阳公园西里北区5号

Living Room Coffee Roasters
Ever wondered what’s going on outside of the 4th Ring Road? Well, we did the 
legwork to find out. The latest hotspot is Living Room Coffee Roasters – a spa-
cious and airy coffee shop that used to have a cozy home in Qianmen a couple 

years ago before it was suddenly shut down. The coffee roaster still needs 
some time to grow into its new home, as there’s a mysterious and dark back 

half that doesn’t seem to complement the rest of the space. But, if you’re a cof-
fee lover, you may want to make the trip out for their coffee flight (RMB88), 

featuring three coffee variants from Brazil, Kenya and Honduras. Overall, Living 
Room Coffee Roasters makes for a solid place to enjoy a quality cup of joe. 

Especially if you want to “leave Beijing,” without, like, actually leaving Beijing.

101, Bldg 5, 24H Chilun Chang, 2 Dingfuzhuang Xili, Chaoyang  
朝阳区定福庄西里2号24H齿轮场5号楼101

%Arabica
Kyoto import %Arabica recently opened a pop-up in Taikoo Li North. Propped right in the middle 
of the complex, the minimal white design of this kiosk maintains its consistent style of less is more. 
Really, %Arabica mainly sells take-away coffee. Yet, to get just that, you’ll have to join a queue of hip 
Sanlituners lining up to get their caffeine kick. Though, they do have a small selection of %Arabica 
goods – trendy backpacks and cups – on display, so you can window shop as you wait, at the very 
least.

Daily, 10am-9pm; No.11, Sanlitun Nanlu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯北路11号
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Nestled just off Jiaodaokou Nandajie is 
the unassuming facade of Pinó, the 
newest addition to the Beijing bar 

scene and sister to hutong favorite, Nina. 
Those who wept at the disappearance of the 
foreign import shop in the same location will 
now rejoice at its wine-heavy replacement.

Despite appearances, Pinó stretches 
back over three rooms, each with a distinct 
atmosphere. The first space holds a wine bar 
lined with shelves of bottles sourced from 
seemingly every corner of the world. It almost 
looks like a cozy Italian restaurant, though it 
is so crowded when we visit on opening night 
that it hardly feels as sleepy.

The next room has a much more casual 
feel, definitely what we would expect from 
a bar serving up Jing-A beers on tap, loaded 
hotdogs and tapas. The third room is a lit-
tle bare, but is full of tables set for a more 
intimate atmosphere. At least, this is what 
it seems like it will feel like once there is a 
steadier flow of punters on a regular night.

With an enthusiastic recommendation, 
we start with one of the two cocktails from 
the front bar. The Spino (RM48) is tangy and 
refreshing, perfect for shaking off the sum-
mer heat. It’s definitely one for the Aperol 
Spritz lovers of Beijing (who, us?).

Eager to see what else Pinó has in store 
for us we oh-so-swiftly move on to their se-
lection of house wines. At RMB38 per glass, 
we chortle and figure we can’t go wrong. As 
brainlessly ready to be pleased as we are, 
our expectations are happily surpassed with 
the full red (a blend from Italy) and the crisp 
white (a Chardonnay from France). The house 
selection is set to change month to month, 
giving us a chance to explore more by the 
glass.

Beyond this, the menu is intimidatingly 
extensive, with bottles starting at RMB148, 
and climbing to upwards of RMB1600. The 
short descriptions accompanying each bottle 
listed makes an evening here more approach-
able for both long-time and just-on-Fridays 
wine enthusiasts.

Pinó is definitely still finding its feet, but 
it looks set to follow in Nina’s footsteps and 
become a staple of the hutong bar scene. 
Having sneakily overheard whisperings of a 
summer brunch menu and garden, we’re ex-
cited to watch this space unfold.

1 Shoubi Hutong, Jiaodaokou Nandajie, Dongcheng 
东城区交道口南大街寿比胡同1号

PINÓ
Wine Down

words by Irene Ho, images by Andrew Braun
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SLOW BOAT 
DENGSHIKOU
Smooth Sailing
by Jonty Dixon

It seems hutongers have a lot to celebrate 
these days. The latest victory? Slow Boat 
Brewery finally unveiled their long-await-

ed Dengshikou location. The taproom feels 
very familiar: It retains the same menu, the 
same burgers and the same beers, however, 
the atmosphere is a lot more laid-back.

While the Sanlitun location has the feel of 
a bustling restaurant, where patrons have to 
sit with most customers seemingly there for 
the grub, the new setting puts the bar back at 
the center.

This bar houses an impressive 17 taps, 
with all their classics on offer as well as a 
number of limited, small-batch brews and 
guest beers. This focus on making the space 
somewhere to really get your drink on defi-
nitely enhances the cheery vibe (and makes 
us drink a lot more). The new Slow Boat is 
a place where you can meet your mates and 
hang out, whether you’re eating, drinking or 
just chilling.

For those who have been in the city long 
enough to remember the original Slow Boat 
hutong location, the Dengshikou bar has 
very similar feel – it’s small and sociable, yet 
the clean, modern interior is a step up. The 
wooden tables inside encourage you to mix 
with other beer fanatics and repurposed kegs 
for tables and stools outside offer the same 
social atmosphere.

Any fears you may have about the food 
standards slacking should be put on hold. 
The burgers maintain the same high stand-
ard. The staple Fryburger (RMB65) is as good 
as ever and the kimchi wings (RMB50) are a 
great sharing plate – perfect to wash down 
with a Monkey’s Fist IPA (RMB60).

The only issue facing the new Slow 
Boat is the slightly awkward location, with 
Dengshikou not offering much in the way of 
alternatives if you and the gang want to move 
on, however, as a meeting spot to kill time at, 
it’s only ideal. 

So the next time you want a mean burger, 
a decent pint and a place to hang out, be sure 
to float by Slow Boat’s new digs. 

Sun-Thu 11am-midnight, Fri & Sat 11-2am; 157 
Dongsi Nan Dajie, Dongcheng  东城区东西南大街157
号圣元荟105
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PI BAR
Life of the Party
words and images by Flynn Murphy

You could easily miss Pi Bar, tucked 
away next to an old neighborhood bar-
bershop down winding Xingfusancun 

Wuxiang in Sanlitun. On the Thursday night 
we arrive its flowery patio curtains billow in 
the summer breeze, and there are no custom-
ers. It’s their loss.  

For a bar full of bric-a-brac — ostrich 
feathers, old teapots, various lamps, potpourri, 
plush couches, wooden benches and mis-
matched chandeliers — it feels cozy but not 
cluttered. Maybe it’s the economy of the lay-
out, or the breathing room from a high gable 
roof with exposed beams.

The young barkeep, who hails from Hebei 
and goes by the Japanese name Momiji, offers 
to make a cocktail he says he invented the day 
before. It’s a sweet and pungent gin-based 
drink colored purple by tea brewed from the 
flower of the butterfly pea, served with a sprig 
of rosemary. The Inner Poison (RMB75), as he 
will later name it, is refreshing without being 
overpowering or perfume-like. 

The kid’s a natural. The way he tells it, this 
is his first job mixing drinks. He started his re-
lationship with the place as a customer when 
it opened a month ago. And he’s alone tonight 
because sisters Vico and Young, who own the 

bar, had to take their dog Daodan to the vet 
after a bone got stuck in his throat. 

“The dog used to like girls, but then it 
came to the city and now it’s gay,” Momiji says 
matter-of-factly as a toddler wanders onto the 
tiled patio bouncing a soft yellow ball. Her par-
ents run a nearby vegetable store which regu-
larly feeds the staff, Momiji explains, and he 
often keeps an eye on her. Pi Bar may seem an 
oddity among hutong clothes racks and elder-
ly, singlet-clad locals chatting on nearby stools, 
but it’s already part of the neighborhood. 

Cocktails are priced from RMB60 with a 
standard gin and tonic at RMB50. The Jungle 
Bird (RMB70), rum and Campari with pine-
apple and lime, is very good. Coronas are 
available for RMB30. There’s also a selection 
of baijius flavored with waxberry, plum and 
osmanthus (RMB15-45). 

Pi Bar is a charming amalgam of quirks – 
but it just works. 

And don’t worry, Daodan is expected to 
make a full recovery. 

Daily, 6pm-2am; Xingfusancun Wuxiang (north of 
Taikoo Li), Chaoyang 朝阳区幸福三村五巷 (往太古里北)
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Oh! is a new little 
brunch spot in 
Gulou from the 

people behind Fine 
Café & Canteen, whose 

Shanghai locations are 
so popular they reportedly 

often boast lines out the door. When we visit 
during their soft opening, we don’t have any 
trouble snagging a spot on the street-facing 
window bar, though we’re told it’s a different 
story at night as they tend to sell out by the 
end of day. 

Even from the outside of this cafe-style 
restaurant, it’s difficult to describe it as any-

thing but aggressively cute. A darling wooden 
facade beckons you in with the promise of 
ice cream, while inside, cute mint green walls 
brighten the already sky-lit space. Even soft 
covers of The Beatles, Björk, and Bing Crosby, 
play sweetly in the background. The servers 
are simply wonderful: attentive, competent, 
and above all, as friendly as the decor. 

Start off with one of their many drink 
options, from espresso to tea, or even their 
homemade sangria (the only alcoholic bever-
age on offer, sadly – not for boozy brunches). 
We particularly recommend their berry soda 
(RMB38), a refreshing blend of soda water 
and sugary syrup, topped with strawberries, 

C A F E S  |  E A T  &  D R I N K

OH! BY FINE CAFÉ
Fine and Dandy

words and images by Curtis Dunn

blueberries and mint. It’s so delicious, we opt 
for a shameless second sampling, although the 
peach and lemon variation proves more disap-
pointing thanks to questionable garnishes that 
tarnish the flavor.

The food is impressive. We recommend 
one of their egg offerings, such as the fried 
eggs with spinach topped with cheese and 
Italian ham (RMB68), which is a particular 
highlight. All of their main brunch plates come 
with a side salad that features a wonderfully 
light vinaigrette.

It’s their soufflé pancakes that Fine Café is 
really known for. While the matcha option is 
highlighted on the menu, we go for the more 
dessert-inclined chocolate variant (RMB62). 
The pancakes came smothered in hot fudge 
and chocolate powder, with a meager sprin-
kling of crunchy crushed hazelnuts. Though 
with a generous side of thick whipped cream 
and various chocolate candies and cookies, 
this carb-heavy treat is a chocolate lover’s 
dream.

While surely not everyone’s cup of tea, 
this cheerful new spot does serve as a lovely 
rendezvous point for a Sunday afternoon. We’ll 
certainly be back to enjoy the shaded roof ter-
race on a less blistering hot summer day.

16 Di’anmen Waidajie, Xicheng 西城区地安门外大街
16号
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JW Marriott Hotel Beijing recently unveiled 
a brand-new jewelry-themed afternoon 
tea in their Lobby Lounge – and it’s full of 

glitz, glamour and treats of all kinds, from 
savory to sweet.

The menu is inspired by Venna, a high-
end jewelry brand from Hong Kong, to which 
the most sophisticated fashionistas need no 
introduction. The striking designs of Patrick 
Wong, the man behind the label, caught 
the eyes of tasteful trendsetters almost im-
mediately – and it’s these very designs that 
sparked a collaboration with JW Marriott. 

Start with a luxurious set of toothsome 
snacks to dazzle your palate – tuna tartar in 
a crunchy cone topped with lemongrass and 
caviar, homemade smoked salmon with dill 
sour cream, a flavorful foie gras with raspber-
ry jelly and, finally, scallops wrapped in parma 
ham with avocado jam and salmon roe.

We indulge in a complimentary glass of 
crisp sparkling wine before moving on to an 
array of bite-sized desserts: luscious guava 
cake, dainty diamond cake, rich chestnut pro-
fiteroles and a lemon sea salt cheese pastry 
with blackcurrant – all beautifully designed 

and topped with the finest details like fash-
ionable mini chocolate hats (yes, hats). 

Of course, no set is complete without 
the most quintessential pairing: warm, but-
tery scones – classic plain and raisin – with 
homemade clotted cream and fruit jam. We 
recommend grabbing a hot cup of coffee and 
staying an extra hour or three to really soak 
in that star treatment. Trust us, it’s an after-
noon worth splurging on. 

Daily, 1-5.30pm; RMB298, 83 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang  
朝阳区建国路83号 (010 59088510)

A TOUCH OF THE STAR 
New Afternoon Tea at Lobby Lounge
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DRAGON 
PALACE
Crowning Glory

Fusion food fanatics, get a bite of this: 
Cherished Chinese classics meet delec-
table Cantonese fare at Dragon Palace, 

the restaurant inside Kempinski Hotel Beijing 
Lufthansa Center, thanks to new executive 
chef Yuek Kwan Kwong.

The culinary expert from Hong Kong 
brings his signature style to the capital with 
masterful authentic recipes that let fresh 
ingredients and natural flavors speak for 
themselves, with an added dose of subtle ex-
perimentation. Millet congee, pan-fried king 
prawn with asparagus and sauteed angus beef 
cubes with black garlic and leek are just a few 
of the succulent creations prepared by Kwong.

The a la carte menu is brimming with 
even more exceptional offerings: marinated 
goose liver with sake (RMB168), crispy suck-
ling pig (RMB168 per portion), roasted pork 
BBQ meat with sweet honey sauce (RMB138) 
and jellyfish with chili and vinegar (RMB98) 
are just some of the appetizers to start with, 
followed by the traditional favorite – royal 
Peking duck (RMB388 and up) with manda-
rin pancakes and various sides. Looking for a 
taste of the sea? Choose from catches like ab-
alone, Australian lobster, grouper and more – 
you can even select the style of cooking from 
simple steaming to Sichuan-style frying.

Also on offer are savory soups, such as 

the sweet corn soup with crab meat (RMB98) 
or, for those looking to indulge in something 
a bit more decadent, double-boiled imperial 
bird’s nest with American black rice in a clear 
broth (RMB488).

No matter the occasion, whether it’s visit-
ing friends, family or business clients, Dragon 
Palace is sure to make a lasting impression 
thanks to Kwong’s expertly prepared master-
pieces.  

Daily, 11.30am-2pm, 6-10pm; 1/F, Kempinski Hotel, 
50 Liangmaqiao Lu Chaoyang 朝阳区亮马桥路50号凯
宾斯基饭店1层
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HEAR

 Lenka Gig

Growing up in Australia and study-

ing acting at the Australian Theatre 

for Young People under actress Cate 

Blanchett, Lenka debuted her self-titled 

solo album in 2008. Her songs have 

been featured in films and TV shows 

such as Moneyball, Ugly Betty and 

Grey’s Anatomy. Currently touring to 

promote her fifth studio album, Attune, 

Lenka will be playing at Tango in the 

beginning of the month, so come join 

her and her unique and eclectic blend 

of music. 

Tue Jul 9, 8pm; RMB280 (presale), 

RMB380 (door); Tango, 79 Hepingli 

Xijie (by South Gate of Ditan Park), 

Dongcheng 东城区和平里西街79号 (

近地坛公园南门) (tickets via thmart.

com)

 Thin City Gig

Popular Shenzhen post-punk band Thin 

City brings its boisterous and energetic 

act to Beijing this month. Adopting an 

unconventional approach to music, like 

recording music organically through 

jam sessions and through organizing 

shows, Thin City sings songs in both 

English and Chinese, capturing the 

mundane and absurd situations of eve-

ryday life in China. Touring to support 

their follow-up to last year’s debut al-

bum Rock City Baishizho and EP Spring 

Watermelon, their newest album O 不
OK is out now in Shenzhen. Make sure 

to catch them on the last leg of their 

tour as they rock out with their organic 

and evolving style.

Sat Jul 27, 9pm; RMB60 (presale), 

RMB80 (door); Dusk Dawn Club, 4 

Shanlao Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区
美术馆后街山老胡同14号 (tickets via 

247tickets.com)

 Anne-Marie / Music

Having recently vaulted to stardom, Anne-Marie is set to bring her charismatic and 

female-centric message to Beijing on August 1. Her first single, ‘Alarm,’  reached No. 

2 on the UK charts and was eventually certified platinum. Her true breakout came 

when she was featured on Clean Bandit’s hit song ‘Rockabye,’ with Sean Paul, which 

went on to be certified multi-platinum. Since then, she went on to release her debut 

album Speak Your Mind in 2018. Get down to the rising star’s dance-infused beats 

early next month.

Thu Aug 1, 8pm; RMB 280 (presale), RMB380 (door); Tango, 79 Hepingli Xijie (by 

South Gate of Ditan Park), Dongcheng 东城区和平里西街79号 (近地坛公园南门) 

(tickets via thmart.com)

 Mitsume Gig

Based in Tokyo, Mitsume began as a 

four-piece band back in 2009, when 

they self-recorded their first album. 

They began performing live a year later 

and haven’t slowed down since. While 

touring for their 2014 album Sasayaki, 

the indie rockers recorded a live DVD 

at Ebisu Liquid Room in Tokyo which 

was incredibly well received, gaining 

them fans all over Japan and beyond. 

Discover what the fuss is all about for 

yourself at their gig at Omni Space. 

Wed Jul 17, 8.30pm; RMB160 

(presale), RMB200 (door); Omni 

Space, B103 Tianqiao Arts Center, 

Xiachen Square, Xicheng 西城区天
桥艺术中心下沉广场B103 (tickets via 

247tickets.com)

 Bigyuki Gig

One of NYC’s best-kept secrets, Bigyuki 

combines elements of jazz, classical, 

hip-hop, soul, rock, dance and elec-

tronica to create a unique sound that is 

truly his own. Having captured the at-

tention of Grammy Award-winning and 

nominated artists such as Q-Tip, Kamasi 

Washington and Marcus Strickland, 

his debut album Running for Chiron 

was released last year. Joined on guitar 

by Randy Runyon – a Berklee College 

of Music graduate and recipient of 

the Jimi Hendrix Scholarship – and on 

drums by Tim “Smithsoneon” Smith 

– a songwriter, producer and fellow 

Berklee graduate – a talented trio you 

won’t want to miss.

Sat Jul 20, 7.30pm, 10pm & Sun Jul 21, 

6.30 pm; RMB200 (side seat), RMB300 

(table seat); Blue Note Beijing, 23 

Qianmen Dongdajie, Dongcheng 北
京市东城区前门东大街23号 (tickets 

via 247tickets.com)

E V E N T S
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 Picasso – The Birth of a 
Genius Exhibition

China’s largest-ever art exhibition of 

Pablo Picasso is on display in Beijing. 

This exhibition sees work from 

Picasso’s first three decades – 103 

pieces in total that include paint-

ings, sculptures and works on paper. 

Specially curated for UCCA by the 

Head of Collections at Musée National 

Picasso-Paris, the event promises to 

showcase one of the true modern art 

heavyweights and his formative years. 

Sat Jun 15-Sun Sep 1, 10am-

7pm; RMB60; Ullens Center for 

Contemporary Art (UCCA), 798 Art 

District, 4 Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang 

朝阳区酒仙桥路4号798艺术区尤伦斯
当代艺术中心

DO

 Calligraphy Course 
Culture

Let’s be honest, we all wish we could 

draw beautiful Chinese calligraphy, but 

we’ve just never had the opportunity 

to try. Well, why not explore Xiaopu 

Artists Village in the Songzhuang Art 

District? Enjoy snacks and drink tea as 

you paint the day away and learn about 

Chinese language and the history 

of Chinese calligraphy, all in English 

(so there’s really no excuse). Oh, and 

there’s a dumpling lunch too (score!). 

The experience will run from 9am-6pm 

and includes pick-up and drop-off at 

Tuanjiehu.

Sat Jul 6, 9am-6.30pm; RMB388; 

Cultural Keys, pick-up at Tuanjiehu 

(tickets via 247tickets.com) (for more 

info, visit culturalkeys.cn)

 Kodo: Evolution Music

Japan’s preeminent taiko drumming 

troupe is coming to Beijing. Kodo, a tra-

ditional Japanese word, simultaneously 

means ‘heartbeat’ and ‘children of the 

drum’, which in essence reflects the 

troupes desire to play the drums with 

the innocence of a child. Embarking on 

a tour to celebrate its 35th anniversary, 

this brand new production is directed 

by Tamasaburo Bando and is appropri-

ately entitled ’Evolution‘ as it intends to 

push the boundaries with a new gener-

ation of drummers that have their own 

creative ambitions to explore. Come 

and join this long-standing drumming 

troupe preform what the New York 

Times calls “a celebration of music, of 

physicality, of life.” 

Sat Jul 20, 7.30pm & Sun Jul 21, 

2.30pm; RMB280-1080; Tianqiao 

Performing Arts Center, Bldg 9, 

Tianqiao Nandajie, Xicheng 西城区天
桥南大街9号楼 (tickets via 247tickets.

com)

 Gubeikou From A 
Soldier’s Perspective 
Hike

The Great Wall of China is one of the 

most magnificent structures ever built, 

and millions of people traverse its 

rebuilt and untouched sections every 

year. However, it’s easy to forget that 

the initial reason why it was built was 

to repel unwanted invaders. Soldiers 

regularly patrolled the walls, always 

on the lookout for scouts or an im-

promptu attack. Join Bespoke Beijing 

on this guided tour to learn about the 

lives of these soldiers as you hike along 

the untouched Gubeikou section of the 

Great Wall. The tour includes tickets, a 

family-style organic lunch, a tour guide, 

transportation and insurance. 

Sat Jun 29, 7.30am-4.30pm; RMB825; 

Bespoke Beijing (tickets via yoopay.

cn) (for more info, email info@

bespoketravelcompany.com)

 Cats / Musical

Based on T.S Eliot’s collection of poems Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats (1939), 

the hit Broadway musical by Andrew Lloyd Weber makes its way to Beijing. Once 

the longest running Broadway show in history, Cats has been translated into 15 

languages and won seven Tony awards for its original production, including ‘Best 

Musical.’ The delightful story, surrounding a tribe of cats, boasts crazy costumes and 

intricate dance routines.

Wed Jul 3-Sat Jul 14, various times; RMB380-1380; Beijing Century Theatre, 40 

Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区亮马桥路40号 (tickets via thmart.com)

E V E N T S
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TASTE

 New Summer Dishes @ TRIBE / Eat

TRIBE is getting tropical this summer with new dishes that give major island vibes. 

Featuring seasonal and fresh ingredients like mangos, zucchini and pineapple, these 

brand-new dishes are sure to beat the summer heat. Choose from seriously tasty 

plates like the grilled nectarine salad, cauliflower-based Hawaiian pizza, juicy pineap-

ple and shrimp skewers, along with sweet and light offerings like the coconut yogurt 

smoothie bowl. Sip on chill drinks like A Gentle Buzz, made with coffee liqueur, oat 

milk, lychee vodka and coffee ice cubes. 

Daily; TRIBE (Sanlitun), 1/F, 3 China View Plaza, Gongti Dong Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳
区工体东路甲2号 中国红街大厦3号楼1层大厅入口南侧, TRIBE (Solana), Unit L-BS-

51A, Bldg 9, Solana, Chaoyang 朝阳区蓝色港湾9号楼L-BS-51a号, TRIBE (Lido), 

Lido Place, Unit B-103, 6 Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区将台路6号B103室

 Brickyard Great Wall 
Skewers and Beer  Eat & 
Drink

What better way to spend a hot sum-

mer day than with cold skewers and 

cold beer? Caught your attention? Join 

other food and beverage enthusiasts 

at The Brickyard Retreat Center with 

a backdrop of the beautiful Mutianyu 

section of the Great Wall for a unique 

and low-key dining experience. This 

all you can eat and drink buffet fea-

tures live folk music. The Brickyard 

Retreat Center was once “a run down, 

smoke-belching glazed tile factory” 

that has since been remodeled and 

“transformed into a lush and private 

eco-retreat” – a perfect setting for a 

beer-filled summer getaway. 

Sat Jul 13, 6-8pm; RMB178 (adults), 

RMB99 (kids); The Brickyard at 

Mutianyu; 100m South of Yingbeigou 

Cun, Huairou 怀柔区 怀柔区营北沟
村南100米

 AmCham 
Independence Day Party 
Holiday

Come join the bustling expat communi-

ty to celebrate America’s Independence 

Day with an American-style backyard 

BBQ, complete with enough food and 

drink to make you forget you’re actu-

ally celebrating two days late. Hosted 

by AmCham at the JW Marriott Hotel 

Beijing, the fun-filled event features 

activities for children, a live band and a 

raffle with prizes that include trips and 

toys for the kids. 

Sat Jul 6, 11am; RMB550 (adults), 

RMB250 (kids); JW Marriott Hotel 

Beijing; 83 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang 朝
阳区建国路83号

 Happy Hour @ Slow 
Boat Dengshikou Drink

In lieu of Slow Boat’s new Dengshikou 

taproom opening this summer, daily 

happy hour options are now available 

through the season. Drop by between 

4-7pm to take advantage of RMB10 

discounts on all draft beer. 

Daily, 4-7pm; Slow Boat Dengshikou, 

157 Dongsi Nan Dajie, Dongcheng 

东城区东西南大街157号圣元荟105 

 Summer Oyster Fest @ 
Mosto Deals

For oyster lovers in Beijing, it can be 

pretty difficult to find a good place to 

get your shuck on. However, Mosto 

is determined to solve this conun-

drum – a daily summer deal featuring 

imported French oysters for RMB20. 

Shuck yeah!

Daily; Mosto, 3/F, Nali Patio, 81 

Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 北京市朝阳区
三里屯路81号那里花园3层

E V E N T S
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SEE

 Gong Xingxing’s ‘Inside’ / Dance

Also known as by its Chinese name Meiyou Gudao, or “there is no lonely island”, this 

performance focuses on the challenges modern humans face in developing complex 

relationships in the information era, which makes its Chinese title even more apt. 

Defined by modern dance and a sense of optimism, Inside is punctuated by vulner-

ability and yearning movements that reflect our own emotions and difficulties trying 

to connect with others in the digital era. The performance also includes an eclectic 

soundtrack that accompanies the sharp shifts of mood, including a Louis Armstrong 

cover of the classic song ‘La Vie en Rose.’ This July, enjoy Gong Xingxing’s dance 

performance as it dramatizes our loneliness and the power of love to overcome the 

human condition of being trapped inside ourselves as we reach out to form connec-

tions in whatever way possible. 

Fri Jul 5 & Sat Jul 6, 7.30pm; RMB120-140; National Center for the Performing 

Arts, 2 Xi Chang’an Jie, Xicheng 西城区西长安街2号 (tickets via 247tickets.com)

 Romantic as It Is III  
Theater

Clocking in at about 2 hours in length, 

the NCPA Orchestra is set to charm 

audiences in Beijing with a love 

letter to the bard himself, William 

Shakespeare. The NCPA Orchestra was 

established in 2010 and boasts a lineup 

of accomplished musicians from all 

over the world. They perform over a 

dozen opera productions every year 

and contribute to ballets and orchestra 

concerts during its own season. The 

show will feature various Shakespeare-

influenced compositions, including an 

ode to Romeo and Juliet.

Sat Jul 20 & Sun Jul 21, 7.30pm; RMB 

100-480; National Center for the 

Performing Arts, 2 Xi Chang’an Jie, 

Xicheng 西城区西长安街2号 (tickets 

via 247tickets.com)

 La Vie en Rose Theater

Nice-based director Gil Marsalla brings 

her adaptation of the award-winning 

film La Vie en Rose to Beijing. The 

show, starring Anne Carrere, tells 

the story of a young singer in Paris 

whose career struggles bring her from 

a relatively unknown performer to 

stardom. It also boasts never-before-

seen photographs and images of the 

famous Parisian locations where Edith 

Piaf performed to give the show an 

organic and nostalgic atmosphere. La 
Vie en Rose debuted at Carnegie Hall 

in January 2017 and is now coming to 

Beijing to continue the celebration of 

her life as a performance artist. 

Wed Jul 31, 7.30pm; RMB280-880; 

Tianqiao Performing Arts Center, 

Bldg 9, Tianqiao Nandajie, Xicheng 

西城区天桥南大街9号楼 (tickets via 

247tickets.com)

 Jane Eyre Drama

An adaptation of Charlotte Bronte’s 

classic 19th century novel, Jane Eyre 

tells the story of a young and shy 

protagonist that works as a tutor for 

her eventual love interest Rochester. 

Set in the mysterious setting of an old 

Victorian manor, the classic love story 

shows Jane transform the gloomy and 

overtly serious Rochester into a love-

struck gentleman. For fans of classic 

literature, live theatre and timeless 

love stories, this is not an event to be 

missed.

Fri Jul 26- Sat Aug 3, 7.30pm; 

RMB580-880; National Center for the 

Performing Arts, 2 Xi Chang’an Jie, 

Xicheng 西城区西长安街2号 (tickets 

via 247tickets.com)

 Les Contes d’Hoffmann  
Opera

The Jacques Offenbach opera tells the 

story of German writer E.T.A Hoffmann 

as he navigates a series of three ro-

mantic relationships with three young 

students, all of which end in tragedy. 

Deeply affected by these experiences, 

he turns to art and poetry to express 

his lack of enthusiasm for love and all 

of its pitfalls. The show features ro-

mantic and fantastical stage sets and is 

accompanied by a brilliant array of mu-

sical pieces, including ‘The Doll Song’ 

and ‘Barcarolle.’ Produced by world-

acclaimed French director Francesca 

Zambello and set designer Peter J. 

Davison, the opera is punctuated by its 

incredible set designs and flamboyant 

costumes that are sure to dazzle.

Wed Jul 10-Sun Jul 14, 7pm; 

RMB100-680; National Center for the 

Performing Arts, 2 Xi Chang’an Jie, 

Xicheng 西城区西长安街2号 (tickets 

via 247tickets.com)

E V E N T S
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RESTAURANTS
The Hot One Hundred

About This guide represents our editors’ 
top 100 picks, and includes some That’s 
Beijing advertisers. Restaurants rated(*) 
have been personally reviewed by our 
experts, and scored according to the 
cuisine, experience and affordability.

CHINESE

Contemporary & Mixed Cuisine
8 Qi Nian 祈年8号 (Cantonese/Sichuan)
The New World Hotel’s flagship restaurant 
has classic Chinese cuisine in abundance, 
as well as some vitality-restoring medicinal 
soups. (Their decent wine list is just as 
effective.)
> Mon-Fri 11:30am-2:15pm, 5:30-9:30pm, Sat/Sun 12-
2:45pm, 5:30-9:30pm; 2/F, New World Hotel, 8 Qinian 
Dajie, Dongcheng 东城区祈年大街8号新世界酒店2
层 (5960 8822)

Din Tai Fung 鼎泰丰 ¥ (Taiwanese) 
This Taipei-based franchise impressed Ken 
Hom enough to call it one of the best 10 
eateries in the world, back in 1993. Famous 
for its dependably delicious xiaolongbao 
or little steam buns. Book ahead, there’s 
always a long wait. 
>  Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 5-10pm, weekends 11.30am-
10pm; 24 Middle Street, Xinyuanxili, Chaoyang 朝
阳区新源西里中街24号 (近渔阳饭店) (6462 4502) > 
Additional branches in Shin Kong Place; Parkview 
Green; Grand Pacific Mall Xidan; Modern Plaza 
Zhongguancun; see www.dintaifung.com.cn for 
details 

Jing Yaa Tang 京雅堂 (Chinese, Peking 
Duck)
Resembling something between a night-
club and a theater, the Opposite House’s 
basement restaurant proves to be more 
than just style over substance with their 
range of expertly prepared classic dishes.
> Daily 12-10:30pm, B1/F, The Opposite House, 
Sanlitun Bei Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路11号院1号
楼瑜舍酒B1楼 (6410 5230)

Huang Ting 
Huang Ting celebrates the sophisticated 
flavours of fine Cantonese cuisine in an 
atmospheric setting that recreates a Beijing 
nobleman’s courtyard home. A new Tea 
Lounge decorated with Ming Dynasty-
era tables and parasols serves traditional 
Beijing snacks accompanied by more than 
50 types of premium Chinese tea.
>Daily, Lunch 11.30am-2.30pm; Dinner 6-10.30pm, 
B2/F, The Peninsula, 8 Jinyu Hutong, Dongcheng 
District金鱼胡同8号王府半岛酒店地下二层 (

8516 2888 Ext 6707)

Peking Duck
The Horizon 海天阁 (Cantonese Beijing 
Duck) **
Kerry Hotel’s Chinese restaurant has 
widened its predominantly Cantonese 
and Sichuan horizons to include dim 
sum, double-boiled soups and Peking 
duck – and the roast bird here really is 
fabulous.
> Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 5:30pm-10pm 1/F, Beijing 
Kerry Hotel, 1 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区光华
路1号嘉里中心1层 (8565 2188) 

Country Kitchen 
The name ‘Country Kitchen’ may sound 
like a diner, but a diner this is not. 
Rosewood Beijing’s resplendent Northern 
Chinese restaurant serves elegant Hebei 
fare unlike you’ve ever had. Excellent 
peking duck is on offer as well.
> Daily 11.30am-2.30pm and 5.30-10:30pm; 3F 
Rosewood Beijing, Jing Guang Centre, Hujialou, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区呼家楼一号京广中心北京瑰丽酒店
3层 (6597 8888)

Da Dong 大董
Among the city’s most famous haunts, 
Da Dong guarantees slick cuts of Beijing-
style roast duck and delectable wrap 
fillings. The venue’s a class act and the 
plum sauce is hard to follow. 
> Daily 11am-10pm; 22 Dongsishitiao, Dongcheng 
东城区东四十条甲22号 (5169 0328); see www.da-
dongdadong.com for more locations

Duck de Chine 全鸭季 ¥ *
Good duck is meant to show your guests 
how wonderful you are, as much as the 
food. Duck De Chine does that in spades, 
with fantastic presentation of its crispy, 
succulent duck (RMB188).  
> Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 6-10.30pm; Courtyard 4, 
1949 The Hidden City, Gongti Bei Lu, Chaoyang 
朝阳区工体北路4号院 (6501 8881) ; 98 Jinbao Jie, 
Dongcheng 东城区金宝街98号 (6521 2221)

Xihe Village Restaurant and Bar
>  Mon-Fri Lunch: 11am-2.30pm; Dinner: 5-9pm; 
Sun: 11am-9pm, S9-33, 3/F, South Area of Sanlitun 
Taikooli, 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路
19号三里屯太古里南区三层S9-33(6417 6082)

Honglu 红炉

HongLu Beijing CuisineQuality Peking duck on the cheap? Oh yes, 
it’s possible – thanks to Honglu. The popu-
lar restaurant serves traditional Beijing food 
with a stylish twist (which is exactly why it’s 
so crowded at lunchtime).
>Daily 11am-9.30pm, Sanlitun: Daily 11:00am-
10:00pm, 60 Meters Of No. 6 Building Sanlitun 
South Road Chaoyang 三里屯店: 朝阳区三里屯
南路6号楼南侧60米 (6595 9872; 6593 8970) Raffles: 
Daily 11:00am-10:00pm, 5 Floor Of Raffles shopping 
center Dongzhimen Dongcheng 来福士店: 东城区东
直门来福士购物中心5层 (8409 8199; 8409 8234)

Shanghai

Shanghai Min 小南国
Many swear this chain has the best 
Shanghai-style hongshaorou north of the 
Yangtze. The jury’s out, but its popularity 
remains.
> 0505, 5/F Raffles City Mall, 1 Dongzhimen Nan 
Dajie, Dongcheng 东城区东直门南大街1号来福士
购物中心5楼0505号铺 (400 820 9777)> Additional 
branches in Financial Street; Jinbao Jie; Oriental 
Plaza; Sanlitun Soho; Xinyuan Nan Lu (see www.
online.thatsmags.com for details)

Wang Jia Sha 王家沙 
Modern Shanghai cuisine – popular with 
Hong Kong celebrities – famed for its crab-
meat dumplings. Try the spiced-salt ribs 
(RMB62) for a bit of Adam action. 
> Daily, S1-30a Taikoo Li Sanlitun (on the third floor 
of i.t shop) 朝阳区三里屯路19号院太古里1号楼3层S1-
30a号商铺 (6416 3469)

Sichuan/Hunan

Chuan Ban 川办 *
This bright, modestly decorated dining hall 
is frequently cited as Beijing’s best Sichuan 
restaurant. 
> Mon-Fri 7-9am, 10.50am-2pm, 4.50-9.30pm; Sat-Sun 
7am-10pm; 5 Gongyuan Toutiao, Jianguomennei 
Dajie, Dongcheng 东城区建国门内贡院头条5号 (6512 
2277, ext. 6101) 

Karaiya Spice House 辣屋 *
Bold and fiery Hunan cuisine in the most 
serene of restaurant interiors. Don’t miss 
the dry roasted duck with a dozen spices 
and stir fried bullfrog with shiso leaves and 
ginger. Peanut milk is there to soothe the 
palate: you’ll need it.
> Daily 11:30am-2pm, 5:30-10pm; 3/F, Sanlitun Taikoo 
Li South, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯太古里19号院南区
三层S9-30 (6415 3535) 

South Memory 望湘园
This restaurant chain is the Hunan staple 
in the capital. The trademark shilixiang 
niurou (fragrant beef), duojiao shuangse 
yutou (dual-colour spiced fish head) and 
meltingly tender frog dishes are among the 
favorites with locals. 
> Daily 11am-10pm; 2/F, 230-232, Fenglian Plaza, 18 

Expensive...................................¥ 
Expense Account ....................¥¥
Highly Recommended ..............*
Top Ten ....................................**LISTINGS

OPEN  DOOR

GRILL 79 
Level Up
Last month, we introduced you to Chef Nathan Griffin, the newest addition to 
the China World Summit Wing, Beijing’s Grill 79 team. The veteran chef talked 
to us about his experience in the industry, culminating in the awarding of three 
‘Chef’s Hats’ in the prestigious Australian Good Food Awards for his work at 
Altitude restaurant inside the Shangri-La Hotel in Sydney, and teased a few 
exciting new dishes to come. Now, we’re happy to announce that Grill 79’s new 
menu is finally here – and it does not disappoint. 

The new set of dishes reflects Griffin’s culinary philosophy, which consists 
of using local fresh ingredients and combining them to create surprising new 
flavors. 

And surprising they are: His sous-vide Pacific salmon roll, served with ap-
ple and a tart grapefruit jelly, melts in our mouths thanks to the careful cooking 
process carried out at a constant temperature of 46 degrees. The accompani-
ments act as a sweet counterpart to the salmon and provide the fresh kick 
we’re after this season.

The beautifully marbled Australian M6 wagyu beef fillet looks good and 
tastes even better, but the sides are what really make it special – the smoked 
beetroot purée and caramelized scallions add a smoky edge to the tender beef, 
an impeccable match.

As it turns out, Grill 79 is just the place to be this summer if you’re look-
ing for a new and exciting epicurean experience. Try these and more delicious 
dishes in front of the restaurant’s large windows which open up to an unparal-
leled view of the CBD. And hey, you can’t go wrong pairing them with a quality 
selection from Grill 79’s extensive list of cellared wines, with the help of their 
in-house sommelier, of course.

Daily, 11.30am-2pm, 5.30-10pm; 79F, China World Trade Center Phase 3, 1 
Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸大酒店79楼
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Chaoyangmen Wai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区朝外大
街18号丰联广场2楼230-232号 (6588 1797); see www.
southmemory.com for more locations

Yu Xin 渝信川菜
Open since 1993, Yu Xin’s authentic Sichuan 
dishes have earned a loyal fanbase. Their 
liangfen – a jelly-like substance cut into 
chunky strips and dressed in an addictive 
spicy sauce – hits the spot. The rustic, inti-
mate setting of bamboo cubicles and swift, 
friendly service complete the experience.
> Daily 11am-10pm; 5A Xingfu Yicun Xili, Chaoyang 
朝阳区幸福一村西里甲5号 see www.yuxin1997.com 
for other locations.

Yunnan
Dali Courtyard 大里院子 *
If you like authentic Yunnanese food, you’ll 
have to trust the staff: there’s no menu, it 
all just arrives in an intimate courtyard set-
ting. The price (RMB120/person) matches 
the rustic ingredients. 
> Daily 12-2pm, 6-10.30pm; Gulou Dong Dajie, 67 
Xiaojingchang Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区鼓楼东大
街小经厂胡同67号 (8404 1430)

Lost Heaven 花马天堂 (Yunnan, SE Asian) 
An emphasis on Yunnan characterizes this 
menu’s fresh journey through the SE Asia 
passage, with a grandiose yet dark teak 
interior. 
> Daily noon-2pm, 5pm-10.30 (bar open till 1am). 
Ch’ien Men 23, 23 Qianmen Dongdajie, Dongcheng 
东城区前门东大街23号(8516 2698)

Middle 8 Restaurant 中8楼 *

An oasis at the top of Taikoo Li, Middle 8 
is the go-to destination for fresh authentic 
Yunnan cuisine. The restaurant, stylish yet 
understated, has plenty of flavorsome well-
priced dishes and a killer view to boot. 
> Sanlitun: Daily 11am-10pm, Taikoo Li Sanlitun 
South South Area F4, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯太
古里南区4层(6415 8858); Indigo: Daily 11am-10pm, 
Jiuxianqiao Road No.20 Indigo F2 , Chaoyang 朝阳区
酒仙桥路20号颐堤港2层(8420 0883); Zhongguancun: 
Daily 11am-10pm, Zhongguancun Plaza Pedestrian 
Street, No.R17, Haidian海淀区中关村广场步行街R17
号(5172 1728); Fenglan: Daily 11am-10pm, Xizhimen 
North Street No.32 Maples International Center Blok 
B, 1 Floor, Haidian海淀区西直门大街32号枫蓝国际中
心B座1层(6223 5583)

Youyun
>  Daily, 10am-11pm, 63 Babaokeng Hutong, 
Beixinqiao, Dongcheng 东城区北新桥八宝坑胡同63号
 6407 2050 / 185 1092 0709 

Yun’er Small Town 云洱小镇
Folksy and affordable Yunnanese fare on 
Beiluoguxiang. Fragrant dishes including 
the jasmine bulbs with scrambled eggs, 
lemongrass shrimp and banana leaf 
wrapped bolete mushrooms will keep us 
crawling back. 
> Daily 10am-11pm, 84 Beiluoguxiang, Dongcheng 东
城区北锣鼓巷84号 (8404 2407)

Dumplings
Baoyuan Jiaoziwu 宝源饺子屋
Famous for their rainbow of dyed dump-
lings, Baoyuan have their jiaozi (six, under 
RMB10) wrapped in a larger yuanbao 
silver-ingot shape, with creative vegetarian 
options and authentic Sichuan food. 
> Daily 11am-10pm; north of 6 Maizidian Jie, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区麦子店街6号楼北侧 (6586 4967)

Mr Shi’s Dumplings 老石饺子馆
Since recieving a Lonely Planet recommen-
dation the prices have risen and the walls 
are covered in backpackers’ scribbles, but 
the fantastic dumplings – boiled and fried – 
are still fantastic. 
> 74 Baochao Hutong, Gulou Dong Dajie, 
Dongcheng 东城区鼓楼东大街宝钞胡同74号 (8405 
0399, 131 6100 3826)

Regional
Crescent Moon (Xinjiang) *
Roast mutton enthusiasts go over the 
moon at this reputable Xinjiang Muslim 
restaurant. Eastern European and Central 

Asian influences are evident throughout, 
with peppery and cumin-spiced dishes 
livening up traditional Chinese favorites. 
> Daily 10am-11:30pm; 16 Dongsi Liutiao, Dongcheng 
东四六条16号 (6400 5281)

Jia by NUO Hotel
Featuring modern Ming elements with 
inspired paintings from Xu Wei, a painter, 
calligrapher and food and wine connois-
seur, the quintessentially authentic house 
of agriculture produces, Jia Chinese restau-
rant serves exquisite traditional Cantonese 
specialties in their purest form with chefs 
hailing from Hong Kong. Using the freshest 
ingredients from NUO’s very own green 
farms, NUO Hotel Beijing provides an alter-
native green gourmet option in town.
>Mon-Fri: 11.30am-2pm, 5.30-10pm; Sat-Sun: 11am-
2.30pm, 5.30-10pm; 1/F, NUO Hotel Beijing, 2A 
Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区将台路甲2号北京诺金酒
店一层（5926 8281） 

Da Gui (Guizhou)
Guizhou’s famed hot-and-sour cuisine nes-
tled into a charming traditional alleyway. 
Munch happily into pickled greens and 
don’t miss the salty-sweet deep-fried black 
sesame balls. They’re sensational. 
> Daily 10am-2pm, 5-10pm; 69 Daxing Hutong, 
Jiaodaokou, Dongcheng 东城区交道口大兴胡同69
号 (6407 1800) 

Makye Ame (Tibetan)
Determined to prove that Tibetan cuisine 
consists of more than just yak-butter tea, 
the Beijing branch of this nationwide chain 
serves up nomadic classics such as curried 
potatoes and roast lamb.
> Daily 10-midnight; 11A Xiushui Nanjie, 
Jianguomenwai, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外秀水南街
甲11号 (6506 9616)

Xinjiang Red Rose (Xinjiang) *
One of Beijing’s most famous Xinjiang 
restaurant, Red Rose serves some of the 
tenderest lamb skewers around, matched 
by enormous servings of classics like da-
panji (a chicken, potato and pepper stew), 
latiaozi (noodles with a spicy tomato sauce) 
and nang (baked flatbrea).
> Daily 10.30am-11pm; Inside 7 Xingfuyicun, opposite 
Workers’ Stadium North Gate, Chaoyang 朝阳区工人
体育场北门对面幸福一村7巷内 (6415 5741)

WESTERN

Fine Dining
Barolo ¥¥ (Italian) *
Average Italian abounds in Beijing: not 
here, though. Quite the opposite, in fact, 
meaning Barolo is as well-regarded as the 
Piedmont wine it is named after. 
> Mon-Sun 11.30am-2pm, 6pm-10pm. Ritz Carlton 
Hotel, China Central Place, 83A Jianguo Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区建国路甲83号华贸中心丽思卡尔顿
酒店内 (5908 8151) 

Maison Flo ¥¥ (French) *
Marble slabs, mosaic floors and brass 
fittings establish the Parisian bona fides; 
dishes like snails (RMB78), oysters (RMB48 
each) and steak tartare (RMB158) confirm. 
The grandeur is matched only by the ser-
vice, and the prices reflect the authenticity 
of the experience. 
> Daily 11am-midnight; 18 Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoyang 朝
阳区霄云路18号 (6595 5135)

The Georg **
This hutong mansion has an elegant 
restaurant, leather-couched lounge area, 
sleek bar and sick location near Houhai. But 
most importantly, it has some of the most 
thoughtful, innovative cuisine in town. Go 
for a dinner you won’t forget.
>10.30am-midnight (dinner 6-10.30pm), closed 
Mondays; 45 Dongbuyaqiao Hutong, Dongcheng 东
城区东不压桥胡同45号 (8408 5300)

Héritage ¥¥
A French country-style chateau in the 
heart of Beijing. A chef de cuisine with 
Michelin star restaurant experience and an 
extensive wine cellar make this Sofitel Hotel 
restaurant one of the best French dining 
experiences in town.
> 6F Sofitel Wanda Beijing, Tower C, Wanda Plaza, 93 
Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国路93号万达广场C座
索菲特酒店6层 (8599 6666)

TRB Forbidden City TRB 紫禁城店 ¥¥ **
> No.95 Donghuamen, Dongcheng District东城区东
华门大街95号(故宫东华门东侧 (6401 6676)

TRB Hutong TRB 胡同店 ¥¥ **
> No.23 of Shatan Beijie, Dongcheng District东城区
沙滩北街嵩祝寺23号 近五四大街/嵩祝寺及智珠寺 
(8400 2232)

Mio ¥¥
Glitzy Italian fare at the Four Seasons, with 
a mobile Bellini cart, wheeled straight to 
your table.The Chef crafts a superb squash 

OPEN  DOOR

LOBBY LOUNGE
Tapas Fiesta
The sun is shining, Game of Thrones is finally over and, if Beijing graces us with 
blue skies this season, nothing can keep us inside anymore – nor keep us from 
daydreaming of summer vacations.

NUO Hotel captured this summer zeitgeist and translated it into modern 
tapas that will transport you to Spain with one simple bite. Their brand-new 
‘Tapas Fiesta’ menu is a set of delicious Spanish-inspired bite-sized snacks that 
have us feeling like we’re in a Barcelona eatery gulping down sangria by the 
jug.

And these tapas don’t have to be complex to surprise. Try their tomato 
bread with Iberico ham and olives to see for yourself. The secret is in the in-
gredients: In this case, it’s the carefully cured ham, a signature Spanish staple 
that gets better with time, developing a saltiness that begs to be paired with a 
mouthful of fresh tomato. 

Upgrade to a flamed focaccia with roasted bell peppers and rosemary, 
which balances caramelized, smoky and sweet flavors in a single morsel.

The pincho de salmon ahumado are instead small meatballs filled with 
salmon roe and cream cheese, served with yogurt and pickled capers in vinegar 
to add a refreshing and sour kick to the tasty snack. 

Staying faithful to the Spanish tradition, these tapas mix land and sea in-
gredients to create the perfect summer evening snack, complete with a glass of 
wine or Lobby Lounge’s cool new tea-based mocktails.

So sit back, relax and get ready to embark on a culinary trip to sun-soaked 
Spain… or, well, Lido. 

Daily; Lobby Lounge, NUO Hotel Beijing, No.2A, Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区将
台路甲2号北京诺金酒店一层
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tortellini by hand, and pampers diners with 
desserts like the deconstructed tiramisu.  
>Daily lunch 11.30am - 2.30pm, dinner 5.30pm 
-10.30pm, Four Seasons Hotel, 48 Liangmaqiao 
Lu, Chaoyang, 朝阳区亮马桥路48号北京四季酒店
(5695 8888)

Grange Grill **
Located in the Westin Beijing Chaoyang, 
Grange Grill serves up some of the city’s 
best steak, seafood and grill offerings. The 
restaurant’s welcoming decor provides a 
relaxing atmosphere to enjoy a cocktail or 
a glass of fine vintage from the extensive 
wine collection.  Be sure to try the ‘luxuri-
ous oyster feast,’ where you can enjoy the 
delicacy raw, grilled or with cheese.
> Lunch: Mon-Fri 11.30am-2.30pm, Sat and Sun 
11.30am-3.pm; Dinner: Daily 5.30-10.30pm; The 
Westin Beijing Chaoyang 7 North East Third Ring 
Road, Chaoyang 东三环北路7号 (5922 8888)

Contemporary Western
Bistrot B
Rosewood Beijing’s exquisite French res-
taurant is the sort of place chefs like to eat. 
Expect lavish luxury.
> Daily, 11.30am-2.30pm and 5.30-10:30pm; 1F 
Rosewood Beijing, Jing Guang Centre, Hujialou, 
Chaoyang  朝阳区呼家楼一号京广中心北京瑰丽酒店
3层 (6536 0066)

Caribeño (Latin)
Heavy Cuban influence, but there are dishes 
from all over the Latin continent here. The 
Ropa Vieja (shredded beef on potato) is 
excellent – as are the Mojitos.
> Daily 11:30am-9:30pm, 1/F, China Overseas Plaza, 8 
Guanghua Dongli, Chaoyang 朝阳区光华东里8号中海
广场北楼1层 (5977 2789)

Chi (Organic, Fusion)
Hutong set-menu dining par-excellence, 
with organic ingredients all locally sourced. 
From the owners of neighboring Saffron.
> Daily, opens 10:30am, last order 9:30pm, 67 
Wudaoying Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区五道营胡同
67号 (6445 7076)

COMBAL盉by Tiago 
>127-129, 1/F, Tower C, Cofco Plaza, 8 Jianguomen 
Neidajie, Dongcheng District 东城区建国门内大街8号
中粮广场C座一层127-129单元 (6528 2280)

C Pearl (Oysters, Seafood) ¥ *  
This slick oyster restaurant imports fresh 
shells from Canada, South Africa, France, 
USA and more – and they are well worth 
the price. The fries are the best we’ve had 
in Beijing, beer and wine selection also 
excellent.
> Tue-Sun 5.30pm-2am; 14-2, Bldg 14, Shunyuanli, 
Xinyuan Jie, Yansha Qiao, Chaoyang 朝阳区燕莎桥新
源街顺源里14号楼14-2号 (5724 5886)

Feast (Food by East)
Bustling café with a philosophy of ‘Simple 
things, done well’. International favorites, 
using freshest ingredients , cooked on the 
spot.
>Daily 6am-10.30pm, 2/F, EAST Beijing, 22 Jiuxianqiao 
Lu,Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥路22号东隅酒店2层
 8414 9820 

George’s Bar & Restaurant
George’s Bar offers specially handcrafted 
cocktails featuring admirable art master-
pieces blending with copperish elements. 
Afternoon tea set for two at CNY288 is 
available from 3-5pm daily. Gentlemen’s 
Night every Saturday that men enjoy Buy 
1 Get 1 on drinks. George’s Restaurant 
presents creative world classic cuisine 
that revolves around local ingredients 
with exquisite touch that introduces an 
authentic yet distinctive palette. Daily 
special menu awaits you.
>Daily 11am-2.30pm; 5.30-10pm, Hotel éclat Beijing, 9 
Dongdaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区东大桥路9号北京怡
亨酒店L1 (8561 7758)

Grill 79 (Steak)
With views this good, Grill 79 would prob-
ably make it onto the list even if the food 
was terrible. It’s something of a bonus then 
that the kitchen is superb, and supported 
by one of the most extensive wine lists in 
town. 
> Daily 6.30-10.30am, noon-2pm, 6-10pm. 79/F, China 
World Trade Center Phase 3, 1 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸大酒店79楼 
(6505 2299 ext 6424)

Hulu Modern European Cusine by TRB  
琥禄 现代欧洲风格
> S4-32,Taikoo Li South,19 Sanlitun Road, Chaoyang 
District朝阳区三里屯北路19号三里屯太古里南区3层
S4-32 (6512 5701)

JF Royal Teahouse
>Daily 10am-9:30pm;B215 China World Trade Center 
Tower 3, Jintong East Road,Chaoyang Beijing 北京市
朝阳区国贸商城区域3 地下二层B215(8535 1625)

Jing 
Jing Restaurant is a unique dining venue, 
celebrating contemporary French dining 
with Asian inspirations by Chef De Cuisine 
Julien Cadiou in a stylish setting evoking a 
mystical Chinese garden.
>Daily, Lunch 12am-2.30pm; Dinner 6-10.30pm, B1/F, 
The Peninsula, 8 Jinyu Hutong, Dongcheng District金
鱼胡同8号王府半岛酒店地下一层 (8516 2888 Ext 6714)

Lin’s Dining Lounge
> Daily 11am-10pm, 2/F, New Grand Dynasty Hotel, 
58 Maizidian Jie, Chaoyang 朝阳区麦子店街58号新大
宗饭店二层(6500 6766)

Mosto (European, South American) ¥ * 
A perpetually busy lunch and evening 
spot, thanks to chef Daniel Urdaneta’s skill 
for modernising South American-style 
dishes like ceviche and risotto in his open 
kitchen.  
> Sun-Thu noon-2.30pm, 6-10pm; Fri-Sat noon-
2.30pm, 6-10.30pm. 3/F, Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路81号那里花园3层 (5208 
6030)

The English Tearoom英国茶房
>Daily 10am-9.30pm; 101, Bldg 10, North area of 
Xiangyun Town, 9 Antai Dajie, Shunyi 顺义区安泰
大街9号院中粮祥云小镇北区10号楼101(8047 9661 
/ 8047 9661); Daliy 10am-7pm Creativity Garden,1 
Shunhuang Lu，Sunhe xiang,Chaoyang 朝阳区孙河
乡顺黄路甲1号创意园内(8459 4407)

TrEat Restaurant & Bar. 
Situated on the fifth floor of Oakwood 
Residence Damei Beijing with high ceilings 
and floor-to-ceiling windows, fine city 
views complement the delicious a mixture 
of traditional European food and Western 
comfort foods, as well as Asia dishes. 
>5/F, Damei Center, Bldg 1, 7 Qingnian Lu, Chaoyang 
District 朝阳区青年路7号达美中心1号楼5层 (8514 2211)

Sizzler
Sizzler invented ‘casual dining’ in Australia 
when it introduced the first soup, salad, 
pasta and fresh fruit concept. Since those 
pioneering days, it has expanded its ‘classic 
grill’ to include, not only steak and sea-
food, but also delicious chicken dishes, BBQ 
ribs, combination meals and burgers. 
‘Variety’ and ‘freedom to choose’ set Sizzler 
apart from other dining experiences. At 
Sizzler customers are free to control the 
volume, nutritional balance and variety of 
each meal by ordering from the grill and 
helping themselves to our famous soup, 
salad, pasta and fruits. 
>All stores open daily, 10am-10pm ;Wangfujing 
Oriental Plaza Store 王府井东方广场店 (8518 6315); 
Chongwenmen Glory Mall Store 崇文门国瑞购物中心
店 (6714 0399); Wangjing Capital Mall 望京凯德购物
中心店 (6471 3876); Wanliu BHG 万柳华联商场店 (8258 
9405) Wan Shoulu Crystal Capital Mall 万寿路凯德晶
品店 (6826 086); Xizhimen Capital Mall 西直门凯德购
物中心店Mall (5830 2199); Sanlitun Shimao Gongsan 
三里屯世茂工三店 (8400 4014); Changying Paradise 
Walk 常营龙湖天街店 (8539 0438); Tianjin Joy City 天
津大悦城店 (8728 1620)

Tomacado
Tomacado is indeed a mash-up of ‘tomato’ 
and ‘avocado’ – and while you’ll certainly 
find these ingredients on the menu, you 
can also expect pleasant drinks, light soups 
and heartier main courses from this charm-
ing cafe. Fowers are also available for sale.
> Daily 10am-10pm (Lunch start from 11am, Only 
afternoon tea served on Mon-Fri 2.30-5pm), No. 
19/20, B1/F, Jia Ming Center, 27 Dongsanhuan Beilu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区东三环北路27号嘉铭中心地下一层
19/20号(6500 3354)

VIC
Not to be confused with the notorious 
nightclub of the same name, this VIC is 
the Sofitel Beijing’s casual dining restau-
rant. All the major world cuisines are in 
attendance here – make sure you pay 
special attentions to the French-inspired 
breads and pastries – as is the customary 
Sunday champagne brunch.
> Sofitel Wanda Beijing, Tower C, Wanda Plaza, 93 
Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国路93号万达广场C座
索菲特酒店6层 (8599 6666)

Yi House (Contemporary Western)
Nestled in the confines of 798, Yi’s great 
tasting brunch is bettered only by their 
wide range of cocktails. Sundays offer jazz 
brunches with lobster and champagne.
> Daily 11am-3pm, 6pm-12am; 2 Jiuxianqiao Lu, 798 
Yishu Qu, No.1 706 Houjie, Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥路
2号院798艺术区706后街1号 (6436 1818)

Wood
>Daily 10.30am-11pm, Lakeside Gourmet Street, 
Solana, 6 Chaoyang Gongyuan Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区
朝阳公园路6号蓝色港湾南边湖畔美食街 近南边地面
停车场  5726  8255 

Stuff’d (Contemporary Western)
The concept of Stuff’d is to simply stuff 
one kind of food in another. From sausage 

OPEN  DOOR

KEAAMI BY TIAGO
Tropical Treat
Summer in Beijing isn’t the most pleasant time of year. It’s hot – like, miserably 
hot. Naturally, it’s no wonder our minds might escape to, oh, say the tropical 
beaches of Southeast Asia. And we’re not the only ones. It seems that’s exactly 
what KEAAMI by TIAGO had in mind when designing their brand-new season-
ally inspired menu full of colorful Thai dishes bursting with light and refreshing 
flavors.

The new menu is eye-catching, to say the least. It’s a creative amalgam 
of street food-meets-fine dining, blending together simple ingredients in the 
trendiest fashion. Just take a look at their starter of mixed cone snacks (RMB58) 
and the tom yum goong with baby lobster (RMB168) – there’s beauty in every 
delicious detail and the crafty presentation well exceeds our expectations. 

Next is the signature Barbie mixed rice (RMB88), dyed pink with red cab-
bage juice and stir-fried with fresh shrimp, pork neck, crunchy cashews and 
white soy sauce. Keaami’s team of gourmet visionaries really went above and 
beyond for the main: juicy Australian grain-fed short ribs (RMB268). The hearty 
chunk of meat is topped with a fragrant panna curry sauce, an ancient recipe 
cooked with Thai spices and fresh orange. 

So what are you waiting for? Escape to Keaami by TIAGO this season for a 
gorgeous array of Thai dishes that are sure to dazzle your palate. Summer’s not 
getting any cooler.

Daily; 6F/25, 101, Chaoyang Beilu, Chaoyang Joy City, Chaoyang 朝阳区朝阳北路
101号朝阳大悦城6F-25 号 (8585 6636)
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calzone pizzas (RMB68) to scotch eggs – it 
all works. On-site micro brewery a bonus.
> Wed-Mon, 11:30am-2:45pm, 6-10pm, 9 Jianchang 
Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区箭厂胡同9号 (6407 6308)

Café/Deli/Sandwich
Café Flatwhite
Hailing from New Zealand, Café Flatwhite 
uses fresh and healthy ingredients in its 
tasty selection of sandwiches, pizzas, salads 
and brunch options, all served alongside 
some of the best coffee in Beijing.
> Open Daily, Mon-Fri 8am-9pm, Sat-Sun 9am-9pm;  
798 Dashanzi Art District Store: D09-1, No.4, 798 
Dashanzi Art District, Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang
朝阳区酒仙桥路4号 798艺术区D09-1 (5978 9067 / 
13051771436); Jianguomenwai Media Center Store: 
No.13 Bldg, Jianguomenwai DRC, 1 Xiushui Street, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区秀水街1号建国门外外交公寓13号楼
1层东北角 8532 2633 ；Jianguomenwai DRC Store: 
Building 7-1-11, 1 Silk Street, Chaoyang 朝阳区秀水街
1号建国门外外交公寓7-1-11 (8532 2633 / 18701092189); 
FFCStore:-107,B1/F,Fortune Financial Center,5 
Dongsanhuan Zhonglu,Chaoyang District朝阳区东
三环中路5号楼财富金融中心1层107 (6596 9108); China 
Central Mall Store:L315,China Central Mall,Chaoyang 
District朝阳区华贸中心写字楼三层L315单元 (8588 
7978)www.cafeflatwhite.com, cafeflatwhite@hotmail.
com, WeChat username: Cafe-Flatwhite

Café Zarah (Café) *
A smart new interior and menu for this 
longstanding cafe has propelled it from 
hipster hangout to Gulou institution. Large, 
airy and with a terrace for summer, the only 
downside is it’s always packed.
> Daily 9.30am-midnight，42 Gulou Dongdajie, 
Dongcheng 东城区鼓楼东大街42号 (8403 9807)

Domain 域 
A blend of café, business center and 
lounge, it has a gentle buzz all of its own. 
For privacy, Domain also provides worksta-
tions equipped with computers and ipads.
>Daily 7am-8pm, 2/F, EAST Beijing, 22 Jiuxianqiao 
Lu,Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥路22号东隅酒店2层
(8414 9830)

Ricci
Named after a 17th century Italian Jesuit 
(duh), this creative café has a funky, kooky-
meets-organic vibe and serves up some of 
the best casual western food in town, and 
a great brunch at the Wudaokou location 
(Chaoyang branch closed weekends).
> 1/F, Building D, Tsinghua Science Park, 1 
Zhongguancun Donglu, Haidian 海淀区中关村东路1
号院清华科技园D座1楼 (8215 8826 )

The Rug (Contemporary Western, 
Organic) *
With ingredients supplied by local organic 
farms like Dahe and De Run Wu, and an 
emphasis on sustainability, this café’s wide 
ranging menu has something for everyone, 
especially green types, bored foreign moms 
and freelance Macbook types. 
> Mon-Fri 7.30am-10:30pm, Sat/Sun 9:30am-10:30pm; 
Bldg 4, Lishui Jiayuan, Chaoyang Gongyuan Nanlu 
(opposite Chaoyang Park South Gate), Chaoyang 朝
阳区朝阳公园南路丽水嘉园4号楼(朝阳公园南门对面) 
(8550 2722) > Additional location in Sanlitun Nan Jie 
(see online.thatsmags.com for details)

TRIBE *
Salads, wraps and sandwiches, and noodle 
and grain bowls are as tasty as they are 
holistic, and there are more superfoods in 
one single dish than we even knew existed.
Come hungry, leave basking in the warm 
glow that comes from knowing that you 
are eating well. Kombucha is the icing on 
the (organic, locally-sourced) cake.
> Daily 8am-10.30pm, 1/F, Building 3, China View 
Plaza, 2A Gongti Dong Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区工体东路
甲2号中国红街大厦3号楼1层大厅入口南侧(8587 1899) 

Wagas (Contemporary Western)
Quality eats with minimal pretension. This 
stylish, no-fuss Shanghai rival to Element 
Fresh offers some of the best and most 
affordable Western lunch options in town. 
The zesty carrot-and-zucchini cake is a 
crowd pleaser. 
> Daily 8am-10pm; S8-33, 3/F, Bldg 8, Taikoo Li South, 
19 South Sanlitun Street, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯
太古里南区三层 (6416 5829) > Additional locations 
in The Kerry Centre, Raffles Mall Dongzhimen (see 
www.thatsmags.com for details)

MOKA Bros (Contemporary Western) *
Power bowls, salads and wraps are the kind 
of fare on offer at this trendy Nali Patio 
space, which also has a great selection of 
cakes and pastries if you’re feeling more 
indulgent.
> Sanlitun: Sun-Thu 11am-10:30pm, Fri/Sat 11am-
11:30pm, B101b Nali Patio South, 81 Sanlitun Beilu 
Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路81号B101B南楼 (5208 6079) 
; Solana: Solana Lakeside Dining Street, 6 Chaoyang 
Park Road, Chaoyang 朝阳区湖畔美食街 朝阳公园路6
号院蓝色港湾 (5905 6259)

American/BBQ/Grill 

Eudora Station 亿多瑞站
> (Near Lidu place))No 6,Fangyuanli Chaoyang 朝阳
区 芳园西里6号(丽都广场对面)(6437 8331, 6437 8334)

Home Plate BBQ *
Scruffy looks and laid-back staff belie the 
popularity of this entry-level brick-smoker 
barbecue joint, that blossoms in the 
sunny months. Pulled-pork sandwiches 
are the favorites, followed by baby-back 
rib racks. Beer and bourbons are taken 
care of, too. 
> Daily 11am-10pm. 35 Xiaoyun Lu courtyard (20m 
north of Xiaoyun Lu intersection, first right), 
Chaoyang District 朝阳区霄云路35号院过霄云路路口,
往北走20米,到第一个路口右转(5128 5584)  
> Additional location in Sanlitun Nan Jie (see www.
thatsmags.com for details)

NOLA
N’Orleans finds a dark-wood home in the 
leafy embassy area, with a jazz soundtrack, 
shrimp and grits, gumbo, fried chicken, 
jambalaya and decent-enough po’boys – 
yes’m. Excellent Cajun snacks, craft beers 
and cocktails also make NOLA a popular 
watering hole.
> Mon-Fri 8am-11pm, Sat-Sun 10.30am-11pm. 11A 
Xiushui Nanjie, Chaoyang 朝阳区秀水南街11号  
(8563 6215)

The Big Smoke *
Taking the Home Plate BBQ concept and 
upscaling was a gourmet masterstroke. Full 
menu evenings only (also delivers rotisserie 
chicken via Uncle Otis). 
> Daily Mon-Sat 11am-midnight, Sun 11am-10pm. 
First Floor, Lee World Building (opposite Frost 
Nails), 57 Xingfucun Zhong Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区幸
福村中路 57号楼利世楼 (6416 5195, 6416 268, www.
uncle-otis.com)

The Woods *
New York native-owned, Manhattan-style 
restaurant, tucked in amongst the skyscrap-
ers of CBD: you can’t get more Big Apple 
than that.  
> Daily 12pm-10pm, Central Park Tower 1, Suite 101, 
No. 6 Chaowai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区朝外大街6号新
城国际1号搂101 (6533 6380)

Burgers
Blue Frog 
Blue Frog is pleased to introduce a creative 
new Drinks Menu. As the new year begins, 
this new menu will wake up everyone’s 
taste buds with a bevy of specialty and 
original cocktails, mocktails, shots, beer, 
wine and healthy drinks inspired by popu-
lar ingredients.
> All open Daily 10am-late;  S2-30, Level 3, S2 Tower, 
19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路19号三里
屯太古里南区三楼S2-30 (6417 4030) ; No.167, 1/F, 18 
Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥路18号1层167
号 (8426 0017) ; No.125, 1/F, Bldg 1, Sanfeng(North), 
Chaoyang 朝阳区三丰北里1号楼1层125号 (8561 2665) ; 
Unit 15-16, 1/F, Bldg AB, Ocean International Center, 
10 Jintong Xilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区金桐西路10号远洋光
华国际中心AB座一层15 16单元 (8590 3168) 

W&T BAGELS 
Salads, Sandwiches & Pizza, Super price 
Mojito, Daily fresh Handmade Bagels. Small 
Café & Bar from Jacky’s.
>Daily 9am-midnight, 1/F, FX Hotel, 39 Maizidian 
Xijie, ChaoyangDistrict朝阳区麦子店西街39号富驿酒
店一层 185 1119 5551 

German
Drei Kronen 1308 *
Authentic (truly – when they say 1308 they 
mean it) displays of armour and brewing 
kits draw regular evening crowds for the 
superb pork knuckle and heavy-duty helles 
(pale lager), wheat and dark beer (brewed 
on-site).
> Daily 11am-2am. 1/F, Bldg 5, China View, Gongti 
Donglu, Chaoyang 朝阳区工体东路中国红街5号楼1
层(6503 5555)

Bodensee Kitchen 
Bodensee Kitchen is a new German Res-
taurant in Beijing, located at the 2nd Floor 
at South German Bakery (Lucky Street). 
At Bodensee Kitchen, two Germans, and 
one Austrian, aim to bring back authentic, 
traditional, home made German-Austrian-
Swiss cuisine from around the beautiful 
Lake of Constance region. You will find top 
quality German-Austrian-Swiss cuisine and 
a large variety of German beer and wines. 
And all this in a traditional and comfortable 
German restaurant setting with friendly 
and warm service. Bodensee Kitchen also 
offers great Catering Packages and Offers 
– no matter whether you need a small or 
big Catering, Bodensee Kitchen can help 
you out!
>2/F, South German Bakery, 27 Lucky Street, 
Chaoyang Park Road, Chaoyang District 朝阳区朝阳
公园路好运街27号德南面包房二楼 (1314 685 2613)

Brotzeit German Bier Bar & Restaurant  
博璨德国啤酒餐厅

Brotzeit offers its customers a unique expe-
rience with authentic German cuisine and 
world famous German beers in a casual en-
vironment. Coupled with its contemporary 
setting and unique brand appeal, Brotzeit 
is distinct from the traditional-style German 
restaurants still seen in Germany and other 
parts of the world.
> NL7006 Guomao Phase 3B, Building 17, 1 
Jianguomen Wai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外大
街1号17号楼国贸商城北区7层NL7006(6505 6068); F109, 
1/F, Grand Summit, Building 5, 19 Dongfang Donglu, 
Chaoyang  朝阳区东方东路19号外交公寓官舍南区1层
F109 (8531 5166)

Hacker-Pschorr Brauhaus
If you’re looking for authentic German 
fare and, most importantly, German-style 
beer, then you can’t go wrong with Hacker-
Pschorr Brauhaus. Made from centuries-old 
recipes – and in accordance with the 1516 
German Beer Purity Law – the brews here 
are some of the finest in Beijing. Prost!
> Room 3, Building 3, No 12 ,Xindonglu Chaoyang 朝
阳区 新东路12号院3号楼3门(5323 3399)

Paulaner Brauhaus
The grand old man of Beijing brauhauses, 
Paulaner delivers the Teutonic goods in the 
hands of lederhosen-clad staff from the 
provinces. It can be pricey but is usually 
worthwhile, especially during Oktoberfest. 
> Daily 11am-1am. Kempinski Hotel, 50 Liangmaqiao 
Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区亮马桥路50号凯宾斯基饭店 (6465 
3388 ext. 5732)

Italian
 Bocca Della Verita ¥  
Good-value homestyle Italian is the order 
of the day at this little-known spot in 
Beixinqiao.
> Dinner: 5-10pm; Lunch: 10am-3pm; 3/F, 277 Dong-
zhimen Nei Dajie, Dongcheng 东城区东直门内大街
277号三楼 雍和宫大街和北新桥头条交叉处的四层商业
楼三楼 (6455 3832, 1391 0969 240) 

Annie’s ¥ *
Now a certified Beijing institution, Annie’s 
serves up the city’s most reliable Italian 
fare. Delivery is free anywhere between 
Line 5 and the the Fifth Ring Road (call for 
delivery prices outside this area), and can 
be ordered in English between 10.30am 
and 10.30pm from www.annies.com.cn. 
Alternatively, drop in to your local branch. 
> All open Daily,10.30am-11pm; Beijing Riviera: op-
posite west gate of Lane Bridge Villa, Shunyi 朝阳
区来广营东路5号长岛澜桥别墅西门对面尚古城一楼 
(8470 4768);  Lido: Jiangtai Lu, opposite United Family 
Hospital 朝阳区将台商业街4号楼2楼和睦家医院对面 
(6436 3735); Wangjing: 2F, beside the Daimler Tower, 
LSH Plaza, 8 Wangjing Jie 朝阳区利星行广场A座戴勒
姆大厦裙楼2层近望京商业中心 (8476 0398);  Chaoyang 
Park: West Gate of Chaoyang Park 朝阳区朝阳公园老
西门南侧 (6591 1931);  Sanlitun: China View Building, 
opposite East Gate of Workers’Stadium 朝阳区工体
东门对面中国红街一楼 (8587 1469); Ritan Park: Ritan 
High Life, 3F, north of Ritan Park 朝阳区神路街39号
日坛上街3-108号 (8569 3031); The Place: East of the 
Place, south of Central Park 朝阳区金桐西路10号远
洋光华国际中心AB座1层 (8590 6428); Guomao: Ruisai 
Business Building (southest of Guomao subway) 朝
阳区东三环南路2号瑞赛大厦商务楼1层 (6568 5890);  
Sunshine 100: Guanghua Lu, opposite Sunshine 100 
Building 朝阳区光华路阳光100公寓对面首经贸南门 
(858 98366)

Assaggi ¥ *
This fine Italian spot in the leafy embassy 
district has one of Beijing’s best terraces for 
summer dining. The tagliata steak is worth 
a return visit.
> Daily 11:30am-2:30pm, 6pm-11:30pm. 1 Sanlitun Beixiao-
jie, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯北小街1号 (8454 4508)

Bene ¥ *
Chef Ricci will have you singing like a sopra-
no with his pork ravioli and prize-winning 
tiramisu. Excellent set menus (RMB588) and 
extensive wine selection.
> Daily 11am-2.30pm, 5.30-10.30pm. Sheraton 
Beijing Dongcheng, 36 Northeast Third Ring Road, 
Dongcheng District 东城区北三环东路36号(5798 8995)

BK’s Tavern
BK’s Tavern shares your tiredness and 
serves you leisure with surprises. Good 
drink for an old friend of since.
>Daily, Mon-Sun 11am-10.30pm, 39 Maizidian Street by 
the side of Liang Ma River, Chaoyang District 朝阳区麦
子店街39号亮马河南畔(8595 9609)

Cepe ¥  
In a city inundated with Italian offerings, 
Cepe manages to stand out thanks to its 
attention to the smallest detail – everything 
from the vinaigrette to the Parma ham is 
import quality, and the wine is superb.
> Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 6-10.30pm. The Ritz-Carlton 
Financial Street, 1 Jinchengfang Dongjie, Jinrong Jie, 
Xicheng 西城区金城坊东街1号北京金融街丽思卡顿酒
店大堂 (6601 6666) 

Daccapo Italian Restaurant
An irresistible warmth of traditional Italian 

hospitality combines with the best in 
contemporary Western cuisine to offer 
a versatile meeting and dining area for 
friends, family and business associates on 
the 2nd floor of our the Regent Beijing.
> Lunch: Mon–Fri, 11.30am-2pm; Dinner: Mon–Sun, 
6-10pm, Regent Beijing, 99 Jinbao Jie, Dongcheng 
District 东城区金宝街99号北京丽晶酒店 (8522 1888)

Florentina 翡冷翠意大利餐厅
Florentina serves authentic Italian fare in 
low-key, yet elegant surrounds. Cuisine is 
high-end, the environment is relaxed. A 
beautiful outdoor terrace makes this place 
a godsend for Lido residents. 
> Daily 11-late (Kitchen serves until 10pm), 1/F, Bldg 
2, No. 6 Yard, Fangyuan Xilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区芳园西
路6号院2号楼1层(8431 0027)

Mercante ¥ *
Old World family charm in an intimate 
hutong setting. Time (and, occasionally, 
service) slows with a rustic menu from Bo-
logna offering an assortment of homemade 
pastas and seasonal mains. 
> Tue-Sun 6-10.30pm. 4 Fangzhuanchang Hutong, 
Dongcheng 东城区方砖厂胡同4号 (8402 5098) 

Tiago Home Kitchen
Even the most exacting palettes are delight-
ed by TIAGO, whose team prepares globally 
sourced ingredients and sustainably grown 
produce. TIAGO’s dining experience is dis-
tinctly Italian, but its menu also offers such 
classics as Australian steaks and Boston lob-
ster - plus a wide selection of salads, pizza, 
pasta and desserts.
>Indigo: Daily 11.30am-10pm, Shop L173, Indigo Mall, 
18 Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥路18号颐
堤港购物中心L173商铺(6438 8772); Chaoyang Joy City: 
Daily 11am-10pm, 5F50/6F, Chaoyang Joy City, 101 
Chaoyang Beilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区朝阳北路101号朝阳
大悦城5F50/6F(8558 3892)

Opera Bombana ¥ 
Head chef Umberto Bombana boasts three 
Michelin stars to his name, earned at his 
wildly successful Hong Kong restaurant 
Otto e Mezzo. He’s the only Italian chef to 
do so outside of his native land, and cer-
tainly the only to have opened a restaurant 
in Beijing.
> Daily, 12pm-10:30pm; LG2-21 Parkview Green 
Fangcaodi, 9 Dongdaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区东大
桥路9号侨福芳草地地下2层21号 (5690 7177)

Ponte 
A cozy and vintage ambient to enjoy a 
more high level take on Italian and Europe-
an cuisine. Ponte Deli offers a rich choice of 
imported Italian cheese and cold cuts, but 
also freshly baked bread and viennoiserie. 
Italian aperitif every Friday and Saturday 
evening from 6:30pm till 8:00pm.
> Daily 6.30 am(for breakfasts in Ponte Deli) - 
10:00pm, 1-06, 1/F, Bldg 15, Zone 1, 6 Dongsihuan 
Beilu, Chaoyang District朝阳区东四环北路六号上东商
业广场 滨河花园 一区15号楼1层1-06 (6591 1931)

Pizza 
La Pizza 
Among the upper echelons of Beijing 
pizzerias is this Sanlitun goldfish bowl 
with a wood-fired oven and Neapolitan 
manners. Further branches in Solana and 
pasta/salad/mains-buffet restaurant in 
Sanlitun 3.3 
> Sanlitun Branch: daily 10.30am-3pm, 6-11pm. 1/F, 
3.3 Mall, 33 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路33
号3.3服装大厦西北角底商(5136 5582); Solana Branch: 
SA-48, 1/F, Bldg 3, Solana, 6 Chaoyang Park Road, 
Chaoyang 朝阳公园西路6号蓝色港湾3号1层 SA-48 ( 
5905 6106) > SOHU Shangdu Branch: SH1112, SOHO 
Shangdu, 8 Dongdaqiao Lu, Chaoyang District 朝
阳区东大桥路8号SOHO尚都SH1112号(5900 3112); La 
Pizza Buffet: 4F, Sanlitun 3.3 Mall, Chaoyang 朝阳区
三里屯3.3服装大厦4层 (5136 5990)

Tube Station
Nowhere does gigantic toppen-laden pizza 
quite like Beijing, and these guys claim to 
be the biggest in town.  
> Sanlitun 3.3 Branch: Mon-Fri 10am-10pm, Sat/Sun 
10am-11pm, delivery Mon-Thu 11:30am-10:30pm, Fri-
Sun 11:30am-11pm 3/F, 3.3 Building, No. 33 Sanlitun 
Beijie, Chaoyang 三里屯北街33号3.3服装大厦3层
3008号 ( 5136 5571, delivery 8989 177) > Additional 
branches in Gongti, Beida, Beitai, Yayancun, Solana 
and Weigongcun, see www.online.thatsmags.com 
for details) 

Mexican/Tex Mex
The Mission
The Mission Mexican Grill is on, well, a mis-
sion – to bring quality grab-and-go burritos 
and tacos to the good people of Chaoyang. 
Stop by for tasty, fresh Mexican dishes us-
ing high-quality ingredients, and customize 
your order at their burrito bar. 
>Daily 10am-10pm, China World Mall store: NL4020, 
L4 North Zone, China World Mall 朝阳区国贸商城北
区4层NL4020 (8535 1191); Central Park Plaza store: 7-9, 
1/F, Building 7, Central Park Plaza, 10 Chaoyang Park 
South 朝阳公园南路中央公园广场A7-109 (6586 1180); 
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Deceptively simple yet finely crafted, 
the handmade Inaniwa udon (RMB80) 
is not to be missed. 
> Daily 11am-3pm, 6-10.30pm; Rm 315, 3/F, Park 
Life, Yintai Centre, 2 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外大街2号银泰中心悦生
活3层315室 (8517 2838)

Sake Manzo *
The barmen here are serious about 
their sake. Boasting one of the best 
stocked drinks cabinets in town with 
over 60 different sakes on offer, this 
super-cool little eatery is the perfect 
place to unwind after a hard day’s toil. 
The sashimi is fresh to the cut, and the 
beer-marinated chicken is out of this 
world. One of the very best and least 
appreciated restaurants in town. 
> Daily 6pm-midnight. 7A Tuanjiehu Beisantiao, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区团结湖北三条甲7号(6436 1608

Yotsuba **
It doesn’t come cheap (tasting menu 
RMB1,000), but what would you expect 
from some of the best sushi in town? 
Buttery and meaty fatty tuna sashimi is 
a cut above. 
> Dongcheng: Tue- Sun 11.30am-11pm. Sanlitun 
branch: 2 Sanlitun Bei Xiaojie, Chaoyang 朝阳
区三里屯北小街2号 (6464 2365); Lido branch: 2F, 
No.9-3, Jiangtai Xilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区将台西路
9-3号2层 (8420 0998)

Sui Ka
Is this what after-work hangouts are 
like in Japan? We’re not sure, but we 
hope so: This charming izakaya nails 
it when it comes to sake selection and 
fried delights to munch alongside it. 
>Daily 5pm-1am, Ichibangai First Avenue Food 
Court, Zaoying Nanli, Maizidian, East 3rd Ring 
Road, Chaoyang朝阳区东三环农展馆北路宾都苑
东侧一层底商一番街内 (137 1692 7543)

Korean
Ai Jiang Shan 
This upscale seafood restaurant proves 
that chargrill and composure can go 
together. Their RMB58 bibimbap lunch 
is an absolute bargain.  
> Daily 11am-10pm, Sat and Sun until 
9.30pm; 5/F, LG Twin Towers (East Tower), 12 
Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门
外大街乙12号双子座大厦东塔5层 (5109 6036/6037) 
see www.thatsmags.com for other locations)

South-East Asian
Cafe Sambal (Malaysian)
When it comes to Malay-style food in a 
hutong, nowhere does it better. Admittedly, 
it’s something of a niche category, but then 
so is the food on offer. The spicy Kapitan- 
style chicken is pricey, but worth it. 
> Daily 11am-midnight. 43 Doufuchi Hutong (just 
east of Jiugulou Dajie), Xicheng 西城区豆腐池胡同43
号旧鼓楼大街往东走(6400 4875)

4Corners (Vietnamese, Fusion)
The definitive hutong bar/restaurant? Chef 
Jun Trinh took a break from his celebrity TV 
work to host this part-Vietnamese venue, 
serving up steaming bowls of pho with 
zesty, fresh rolls, as well as a great bar, with 
frequent live indie performances. 
> Tue-Sun 11am-2am, 27 Dashibei Hutong (near west 
end of Yandai Xiejie), Xicheng 西城区大石碑胡同27号
烟袋斜街西口附近) (6401 7797)

Purple Haze (Thai)
Given Beijing’s lack of white sand beaches 
and backpacker bars, Purple Haze has to 
make do for the best Thai experience in 
town. Has all the classics like veggie spring 
rolls (RMB40), papaya salad (RMB46) and 
curries (RMB44-180) – but our pick’s the 
seafood pad Thai (RMB45).
 > Daily 11am-11pm, 55 Xingfu Yicun, Chaoyang 朝阳
区幸福一村55号 (6413 0899)

Nyonya Kitchen (Malaysian, Nyonya)
This chain specializes in Nyonya style cook-
ing – ostensibly Malaysian but with a mix 
of Chinese, South-East Asian and European 
influences resulting in lots of bold flavors 
and bright colors. The interiors are just as 
loud as the flavors – this place is colorful 
– and we love it. Nyonya goes beyond the 
requisite laksa and satay.
>NL5008, 5/F, North Phase, Bldg 17, China World 
Mall, 1 Jianguomen Wai Dajie, Chaoyang District 
朝阳区建国门外大街1号院17号楼国贸商城北区五层
NL5008 (8415 0863)

Malacca Legend
Malaysian food with a view, this spacious 
and airy restaurant sits on the banks of 
Shunyi’s Roma Lake and at a new unit in 
the heart of the city at The Place, making a 
great spot for their beef rendang or green 
curry prawns.

> Daily 11am-10pm; 6 Roma Lake: 6 Luodong Lu, 
Luogezhuang Village, Hoshayu Town, Shunyi 顺义区
后沙峪镇罗各庄村罗马湖东北三路6号C院 (8049 8902); 
Signature: Shop L203, 2/F, The Place, 9 Guanghua 
Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区光华路9号世贸天阶2层L203
 (6587 1393) 

Makan Kitchen
A unique restaurant offering varied South-
east Asian flavors and Chinese cuisines. 
Tuck into a buffet featuring regional Asian 
stations, a dedicated fresh juice bar and 
live stations to whet your appetite. With a 
beautiful private dining room for functions 
or meetings in comfort and style, Makan 
Kitchen is the perfect venue for a relaxing 
get-together or a delightful weekend 
brunch. 
>Mon-Fri, Breakfast: 6-10am, Lunch: 11.30am-
2.30pm, Dinner: 6-10pm; Sat-Sun, Breakfast: 6-11am, 
Lunch: 12-2.30pm, Dinner: 6-10pm, 2/F, Main Tower, 
Hilton Hotel, 1 Dongfang Lu, Dongsanhuan Beilu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区东三环北路东方路1号北京希尔顿酒
店2层 (5865 5020)

Singapore Seafood
> China World Shopping Mall Branch: Daily 11am-
10pm, NL4010, North Area of China World Shopping 
Mall, 1 Jianguomen Wai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区建
国门外大街1号国贸商城北区NL4010 (8595 0251/8595 
0361); Parview Green Branch: Daily 11am-10.30pm, 
1/F, Tower C, Parkview Green, 9 Dongdaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区东大桥路9号侨福芳草地购物中心C
座1层(东大桥地铁站) ( 8518 8811)

Susu (Vietnamese)
The first step is finding it. Follow that up 
with a dreamlike renovated courtyard, ex-
tensive wine list and a listing of top-notch 
Vietnamese curries, banh mi sandwiches, 
stews, soups and la Vong fish. 
> Tue- Sun 11.30am-11pm; 10 Qianliang Hutong 
Xixiang, Dongcheng 东城区钱粮胡同西巷10号 (8400 
2699)

Vegetarian
Lotus 莲花空间
> China World Shopping Mall Branch: NL4006, North 
Area of China World Shopping Mall, 1 Jianguomen 
Wai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸
商城北区NL4006 (8527 4868); Financial Street Branch: 
Daily 11am-9pm, L220, 2/F, Seasons Place Mall, 2 
Jinchengfang Jie, Xicheng 西城区金城坊街2号金融街
购物中心2层东侧L220 (6622 0515)

Tianchu Maoxiang (Asian) 
Like many arrivals to Beijing, this place 
started out in Wudaokou and it’s 
since made a successful migration to 
Chaoyang. Great range of veggie fare, 
reasonably priced and they offer cook-
ing classes as well.
> Daily 10am-10pm; 19 Rm 0260, 2/F, Bldg D, 
Chaowai SOHO, 6B Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang 朝阳门外大街乙6朝外SOHOD座2层
0260 (5900 1288)(see www.online.thatsmags.com 
for details)

Veggie Table (Western, Asian) *
Proving that Beijing-style vegetarian cuisine 
is by no means the exclusive preserve of 
Buddhist monks and soppy Jack Johnson 
fans, this superbly honed eatery offers some 
of the very best sandwiches – vegetarian or 
otherwise – found anywhere in the city. 
> Daily 10.30am-11.30pm (last order 10.30pm); 19 
Wudaoying Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区五道营胡同
19号 (6446 2073)

BARS
TOP 40 BARS AND CLUBS

About This guide represents our editors’ 
top 40 picks, and includes some That’s 
Beijing advertisers. Bars rated(*) have 
been personally reviewed by our experts, 
and scored according to the cuisine, 
experience and affordability.

Arrow Factory
The newest craft beer taproom on the 
block, Arrow Factory is a rustic hideaway 
brimming with good Anglo-Scandinavian 
vibes (courtesy of the brew-masters) and 
the brand’s distinctive Chinese brewed ales. 
A winning combination
> 38 Jianchang Hutong, Dongcheng District 东城区箭
厂胡同38号(6407 6308)

8-Bit
Drinking alongside multiplayer retro gam-
ing – why didn’t anyone do this sooner? 
Megadrive, Super Nintendo, N64... some 
real gems make up an ever-growing col-
lection. Draft Kirin goes for a reasonable 
RMB25 a glass. 
> Daily 1pm-2am; 13 Beiluoguxiang, Dongcheng 东城
区北锣鼓巷13号 (159 1025 6538)

China Bar ¥¥
Top views from the 65th floor and flash 

Wangjing store opening soon: 206, 2/F, RADIANCE, 6 
Wangjing Dongyuan, Chaoyang District 朝阳区望京
东园6号楼金辉大厦2层206单元 (6478 8660)

Taco Bar
Rising from the ashes of its deceased 
hutong location, the new Taco Bar is hip, 
popular and able to produce some of the 
most authentic Mexican fare in town. Only 
RMB45 for three and great cocktails to 
complement.
> Tue-Thu 5.30pm-1am, Fri-Sat 5.30pm-2.30am, Sun 
11am-1am; 1/F, Unit 10, Electrical Research Institute, 
Sanlitun Nan Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯南路机电研
究院内10号1层 (6501 6026)

Q Mex Bar & Grill
> Sanlitun Courtyard (across from Salsa Caribe, 
nearby Bookworm), Chaoyang 朝阳区工体北路4号院
机电研究院餐饮街内 6585 3828 

Palms L.A. Kitchen and Bar * (Korean-
Mexican fusion)
Tucked away near Gulou, this hip little 
hutong concept is truly one of a kind in 
Beijing. Quesadillas with kimchi and bibim-
baps with melted cheese and hot sauce. 
Guess what? It works. Killer range of classic 
Cali’ cocktails, too.
> Daily 11:30am-midnight (closed Mondays); 14 
Zhangwang Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区旧鼓楼大街
张旺胡同14号 (6405 4352)

Steak
Char Dining Room & Lounge
Char is a Premium Steak house; a lifestyle 
concept, modern with live entertainment 
to fascinate customers with a hint of class 
and flair. Exceptional quality to truly reward 
guests and makes Char Dining Room & 
Lounge the place to be seen. 
>Daily, Lunch: 11.30am-2.30pm; Dinner: 5.30-10pm; 
Bar: 10pm-1am. 3/F, InterContinental Beijing 
Sanlitun, 1 South Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District 朝
阳区南三里屯路1号北京三里屯通盈中心洲际酒店三
层 (8516 0065)

Morton’s of Chicago (American) ¥¥ *
Meat so tender the knife falls through it: 
ritzy Morton’s deserves the worldwide 
praise. Expensive, but where else are you 
going to get steak this good? (Try the 
RMB550 set menu if you want to save cash)
> Mon-Sat 5:30-11pm, Sun 5-10:30pm; 2/F, Regent 
Hotel, 99 Jinbao Jie, Dongcheng 东城区金宝街99号丽
晶酒店二层 (6523 7777)

O’Steak
A well-cooked steak in Beijng isn’t all that 
rare anymore, and here we have affordable 
but quality cuts. Don’t be fooled by the 
Irish sounding name, it’s an authentic 
French bistro – not a Guinness in sight.   
> Daily midday-midnight, Xingfu: No.55-7 Xingfucun 
Zhonglu, opposite of April courmet, Chaoyang 朝
阳区幸福村中路55-7杰作大厦底商绿叶子超市斜对
面 (8448 8250) ; Central Park: No.o103 building 20, 
Central Park, No.6 Chaowai Avenue, Chaoyang 朝阳
区朝外大街6号新城国际20号楼103 (6533 6599); shunyi: 
No.11-102 Shine Hills, No.9 Antai Avenue, Shunyi 
顺义区后沙峪安泰大街9号祥云小镇南门 11号楼102
 (8048 5080) 

29 Grill (Contemporary Western) *
Top-notch steak, along with just about eve-
ry other cut of meat found in the barnyard 
in this well-priced meat-eaters’ mecca.
> Mon-Fri lunch: 11.30am-2.30pm; Mon-Sat dinner: 
6-10.30pm (closed Sundays); Conrad Beijing, 2/F, 29 
North Dongsanhuan, Chaoyang 朝阳区东三环北路9
号2层  (6584 6270) 

Spanish
Agua ¥ *
Occupying the high end of Nali’s Spanish 
invasion, Agua excels with reasonably 
priced classics like suckling pig, chorizo 
and jamon. Winner of the 2014 Golden 
Fork Editors’ Pick for best restaurant.
> Daily Midday-2pm, 6pm-10pm. 4/F, Nali Patio, 81 
Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路81号那里花
园 (5208 6188)

Casa Talia by Tiago
>Daily 11.30am-9pm, 01B, 4/F, Raffles City, 1 Dongzhi-
men Nan Dajie, Dongcheng 东城区东直门南大街1号
来福士购物中心4层01B 8409 4009 

Niajo ¥ *
With homely Mediterranean influences and 
a charming management, Niajo is prime 
Sanlitun smart-casual dining. Order the 
paella (their star dish) together with some 
tapas and be automatically transported to 
Spain (minus the constant sunshine).
> Daily noon-10.30pm. 3/F, Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun 
Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路81号那里花园3层 
(5208 6052)

Migas Mercado ¥ *
A place to dance and rowl, perhaps, rather 
than a drinks destination, TBAM, as on one 
calls it, focuses on upscale local DJs to get 

the party started. Good-enough cocktails are 
offered but mostly it’s about the music, man
>Daily 11.30-3am, 7th Floor, North Zone, China World 
Mall, 1 Jianguomen Wai Dajie, Chaoyang District 朝
阳区建国门外大街1号国贸商城三期北区7层 (6500 7579)

Asian

Indian 
Raj 
Tucked away in musty old building just un-
derneath the drum tower, this curryhouse 
may look Chinese but everything on the 
menu is authentic Indian, espcially the 
rather fine naan.   
> Daily 11am-2pm, 5pm-11pm, 31 Gulou Xidajie 
Dongcheng 东城区鼓楼西大街31号 (6401 1675)

Ganges 
We’ll take the risk of making a bold state-
ment: Ganges Indian Restaurant has one of 
the best menus in town. At Ganges, every 
dish comes with a story, taking diners on 
a culinary journey through the flavors of 
India with its original and authentic offer-
ings. Sample the huge menu with their buf-
fet lunch at the Sanlitun and CBD locations 
for just RMB60 per person.
> Daily 11am to 10.30pm; Dongzhimen Branch: 2/F, 
28 Dongzhimen Wai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区东直门
外大街28号2层 (6417 0900) ; Lidon store: 38 Fangyuan 
Xilu, Jiuxianqiao, Chaoyang District 朝阳区酒仙桥芳
园西路38号 (5135 8353 / 8430 8700); CBD: 138A, B1/F, 
The Place, 9Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District朝阳区
光华路9号世贸天阶1号楼 (6587 2999); Shimao Dept 
Store: Room 202, No.1 Shimao dept store, Gongti 
Beilu, Chaoyang District朝阳区工人体育场北路十三号
院一号楼世茂工三二层202 (6416 0181); Haidian: 6-02-01 
Wudako U Center, 28 Chengfu Lu, Haidian District海
淀区成府路28号优盛大厦6-02-01 (6262 7944)

IN·KITCHEN
The go to curry house among Beijing’s 
homesick Indian community, this ever 
popular no-nonsense restaurant has built 
up a solid reputation thanks to its wide 
range of quality dishes and particularly 
friendly service. Looking good after a 
recent rennovation and very available on 
JinShiSong online delivery.
> Daily 11am-2:30pm, 5:30-11pm, Mon-Fri lunch buf-
fet for RMB78. 2/F 2 Sanlitun Beixiaojie, Chaoyang 朝
阳区三里屯北小街2号2楼  (6462 7255)

The Lobby
The Lobby is the heart of every Penin-
sula hotel, and the restyled lounge at The 
Peninsula Beijing presents an impressive 
setting to share the celebrated Peninsula 
Afternoon Tea with family or friends accom-
panied by live music. The Lobby also serves 
an a la carte breakfast, plus an eclectic 
selection of international and Asian favorite 
dishes.
>Daily, 11am-11pm, After Tee 2pm-6pm  1/F, The 
Peninsula, 8 Jinyu Hutong, Dongcheng District金鱼
胡同8号王府半岛酒店一层 (8516 2888 Ext 6764)

Japanese 
HAGAKI 叶书 *
Serves up a selection of signature maki 
rolls, as well as classics like tonkatsu, 
tempura and udon, Hagaki specializes 
in Californian-inspired Japanese cuisine 
and has a lively sushi bar.
>Daily 11am-2.30pm, 1/F, EAST Beijing, 22 Jiuxianqiao 
Lu,Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥路22号东隅酒店1层
 8414 9815 

Hatsune ¥ * (California Japanese) 
As much a California roll joint as true 
Japanese, Hatsune is now an old favorite 
among the sake-swilling, sushi-swallowing 
set, though less so among sashimi purists. 
> Daily 11.30am-2pm, 5.30-10pm; 2/F, Heqiao Bldg 
C, 8A Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区光华路甲8号
和乔大厦C座2层 (6581 3939) >Additional locations 
in Sanlitun Tai Koo Li South; Kerry Centre Mall (see 
www.online.thatsmags.com for details)

Inagiku *
This Beijing branch of one of Tokyo’s oldest 
and most celebrated restaurants is as near 
to perfection as you’re likely to find. 
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honored Beijing brand – although it’s also a 
bastion of Mongolian culture. 
> Sun-Thur 8pm-4am, Fri-Sat 8pm-5am, Ritan Park 
South Gate, Chaoyang District 朝阳区日坛公园南
门 (8562 8142)

Parlor
Learn a few quotes from Gatsby before 
heading to this 20s Shanghai-style speak-
easy and you’ll fit right in. 
> Daily 6pm-2am, 39-8 Xingfuercun, Chaoyang 朝阳区
新东路幸福二村39-8 (8444 4135)

Mai Bar *
Understated hutong hideaway with a long 
list of some of the best cocktails in town.    
> Daily 5pm-late, 40 Beiluoguxiang, Dongcheng 东城
区北锣鼓巷40号 (6406 1871)

Revolution *
Sanlitun doesnt really do hipster bars but 
if it did, this cramped ode to Maomorabilia 
would be it. The East may be red but their 
cocktails (RMB45) are fit for a Chairman.
> Daily, 12pm-late, west of Yashow, Gongti Bei Lu,  朝
阳区工体北路雅秀市场西侧 (6415 8776) 

The Brick
A Cheers-style atmosphere ensures you’ll 
find this neighbourhood drinking hole-in-
the brick-wall faux dive bar either cliquey 
or inclusive. The heavy-duty cocktails 
(including the devastatingly boozy RMB80 
Terminator) are probably needed for the 
bizarre Wednesday pub quiz. 
> Daily 4pm-late. Unit 2-11, Bldg 2, Tianzhi Jiaozi, 31 
Guangqu Lu (northeast corner of Shuangjing Qiao), 
Chaoyang 朝阳区双井桥东北角广渠路31号院天之骄子
2号楼底商2-11 (134 2616 6677)

The Irish Volunteer
Everything – from the red-faced owner to 
the grub – is authentically Irish: tinged 
with alcoholism, doggerel and drunken 
regret. A good place to down a pint and a 
pizza before heading into town, then. 
> Daily 9pm-2am. 311 Jiangtai Lu (opposite Lido 
Hotel East Gate), Chaoyang 朝阳区将台路311
号 (6438 5581)

Slow Boat Sanlitun Brewpub **
This popular microbrewery is a Beijing  
classic (if you haven’t tried the Zombie 
Pirate Pale Ale yet, then what are you 
doing?). Other things to love: quality ales 
that change each season, a massive three-
story space, and some of the best burgers 
in town. 
> Daily, 11am-late; 6 Nan Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳
区南三里屯路6号 (6592 5388) 

Glen ¥
Experiences can vary at Glen (we’ve 
endured poor service and drinks that are 
scandalous at the price), which is located in 
a decidedly downbeat compound. But whis-
ky lovers have been known to swear by its 
selections and dark, intimate atmosphere. 
See for yourself.
>Daily 6.30pm-2am. 203, 2/F, Taiyue Suites Hotel 
Beijing, 16 Nansanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区南三里屯
路16号泰悦豪庭2楼203室 (6591 1191)  

Glen Classic ¥
Tucked away in the grounds of Face hotel, 
Glen Classic is a Japanese-owned whisky 
bar where discerning drinkers can sink 
into an arm-chair, glass in hand, and while 
away the hours. Huge range of whiskies 
and rums are personally selected by expert 
owner Daiki Kanetaka – let him recommend 
you something special.
> Mon-Sat, 7pm-2am, reservation required, 
minimum spend RMB200, Face Hotel Courtyard, 26 
Dongcaoyuan, Chaoyang 朝阳区工体南路东草园26
号 (6551 6788)

Trouble Bar 
Beijing’s leading venue for imported craft 
beers. Stocks a large draft selection and 
an even larger selection of bottles. Also 
does a nice line in creative cocktails, if 
brews aren’t your thing. Conveniently 
located next to Gung-Ho, hosts a full-sized 
foos-ball table, darts, and plenty of TV’s to 
accommodate any event, meetings, and 
gatherings.
> 2-101, China View Building, 2B Gongti Donglu, 
Chaoyang (Next To Gung-Ho) 朝阳区工人体育场东路
乙2号中国红街2-101叫板比萨隔壁 (8590 0390, trouble-
bar@gmail.com, www.trouble.bar)

Yun Summer Lounge 
The only open-air roof lounge in Wangfu-
jing gets set for sunset with hand crafted 
cocktails paired with beautiful Beijing 
views, modern Mediterranean sharing 
plates and chilling DJ tunes.
> Mon-Thur, 5pm-midnight, Fri-Sat, 5pm-1am, 15/F, 
The Peninsula Beijing, 8 Jinyu Hutong, Dongcheng 
District 东城区金鱼胡同8号王府半岛酒店15层 (8516 
2888)

10 Best Livehouses

drinks are the attractions on offer at this 
hip hotel bar. 
> Sun-Thu 5pm-1am, Fri-Sat 5pm-2am. 65/F, Park 
Hyatt, 2 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国
门外大街2号柏悦酒店65层 (8567 1838/40)

First Floor
First Floor is like that friend who’s too 
popular to properly enjoy their company. 
At weekends, it gets aggressively full, with 
regulars and the passing tourist trade all 
baying at the bar. A good place to meet 
new friends, perhaps. 
> Daily, 4pm-late, Sanlitun Beixiaojie, Chaoyang  朝阳
区三里屯北小街 (6413 0587, first.floorbeijing.com)

El Nido *
The first hutong hang-out to patent the 
fridge-full-of-cheap-imports formula, El 
Nido inspires a loyal following, particularly 
in summer. The roast leg of mutton place 
next door is one of the best locally. 

> Daily 6pm-late, 59 Fangjia Hutong, Dongcheng  东城
区方家胡同50号(158 1038 2089)

Great Leap Brewing 大跃啤酒 ¥ *
The bar that began the whole Beijing mi-
crobrewing frenzy (yes, frenzy) specializes 
in idiosyncratic, local-style brews (RMB25-
40) with intriguing flavors – their Sichuan 
peppercorn ale was memorably good. 
Reservations used to be recommended 
for their original hutong brewhouse, but 
the opening of a wildly popular new pub 
on Xinzhong Lu has shifted most drinkers 
there instead.  
> Gulou: 5pm-late, Tue-Fri, 2pm-late Sat-Sun 2-10pm, 
6 DouJiao Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区豆角胡同6号 
(5717 1399) ; Sanlitun: Daily 11:30am-2pm; Sun-Thu 
5pm-midnight, Fri /Sat 5pm-1am, B12 Xinzhong Street 
新中街乙12号 (6416 6887,  www.greatleapbrewing.
com)

Heaven Supermarket
A purgatory of bottles, bongs and bedrag-
gled English teachers, Heaven sells the 
cheapest alcoholic takeaways in town. You 
can also hang around and appreciate the 
afterlife (clientele) if you want. Caveat: the 
food is straight from Hell’s own kitchen. 
> Daily 11-4am. 14 Xindong Lu (next to The James 
Joyce), Chaoyang 朝阳区新东路14号 (6415 6513)

Hidden Lounge *
Although frustrating to find, Hidden 
Lounge rewards the intrepid with good art-
work and comfortable seating, suggesting 
a Kasbah, plus well-made drinks at great 
prices (wine from RMB100 a bottle, mix 
drinks from RMB25). You’ll probably have 
to call them to find it, though. 
> Daily 6pm-1am. Room 101, Bldg 8, CBD Apartments, 
Shuanghuayuan Nanli Erqu, Chaoyang 朝阳区双花园
南里二区CBD公寓8号楼101屋 (8772 1613)

Jane’s & Hooch ¥ *
Acclaimed by some foreign press as one 
of the best bars in the world (cough), this 
not-so-plain Jane has been at the vanguard 
of the South Sanlitun gentrification. It 
serves RMB60-80 measures of your favorite 
Prohibiotion-era hooches in a fanstastic 
speakeasy atmosphere, with attentive staff 
and unimpeachable cocktails.
> Daily 8pm-2am, Courtyard 4 Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang 
朝阳区工体北路4号院 ( 6503 2757)

Jing-A Brewpub **
In just a few years, these guys developed 
from shady guerrilla brewers to upstanding 
publicans with their own range of souvenir 
T-shirts. Their bar is a peach: a bricks-and-
mortar brewpub, which is large, warm and 
sociable, and has up to 16 different beers 
on tap.
> 57 Xingfucun Zhong Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区幸福村
中路57号

Mao Mao Chong **

The cocktails at Mao’s – such as their 
sublime ‘Mala’ Mule, a Sichuan peppercorn-
infused vodka drink that’s a long way from 
Moscow – are unique infusions using 
local ingredients and know-how. Grungey 
without being grimey, Mao’s eschews flash 
while still keeping it real. And those pizzas. 
> 12 Banchang Hutong, Jiaodaokou, Dongcheng 东
城区交道口南大街板厂胡同12号 (6405 5718, www.
maomaochongbeijing.com)

Mesh ¥
Whether it’s an early evening cocktail or a 
late-night infusion, Mesh’s moody interior 
and underground soundtrack draws the 
bright young things (and on LGBT Thurs-
days, quite a few old things, too). 
> Daily 5pm-1am. Building 1, 11 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 
朝阳区三里屯路11号院1号楼 (6417 6688)

Maggie’s ¥
A notorious sausage fest (we refer, of 
course, to the hot-dog stand outside), 
Maggie’s has been providing its special 
comforts for so long, it’s practically a time-

Dusk Dawn Club (DDC) 黄昏黎明俱乐部
Great little livehouse near Meishuguan 
with a focus on jazz, folk and indie rock. 
Craft beer and whisky means you won’t get 
bored of the drinks list quickly.
> Tue-Sun 1pm-2am; 14 Shanlao Hutong, Dongcheng 
东城区美术馆后街山老胡同14号 (6407 8969) 

School Bar 学校酒吧 *
Crap drinks and regular, unscheduled 
fights: no wonder the cool kids adore this 
alternative livehouse/ DJ bar, founded by 
Beijing and Shanghai rock n’ rollers. 
> Daily 8pm-late. 53 Wudaoying Hutong, Chaoyang 
朝阳区五道营胡同53号 (6402 8881, 6406 9947)

Jianghu 江湖酒吧
This former Qing Dynasty courtyard home 
is exactly where you’d take that friend from 
out of town to prove you’re cool. Its cozy 
atmosphere is also its downfall – any show 
with under 40 people and you’re stuck 
looking through the windows. Hip and 
casually familiar, the jazz and folk bookings 
keep things low-key enough for the get-
home-for-the-babysitter crowd.    
> 7 Dongmianhua Hutong, Jiaodaokou Nan Dajie, 
Dongcheng 东城区交道口南大街东棉花胡同7号 (6401 
5269, site.douban.com/jianghujiubar, jincanzh@
gmail.com)

Hot Cat Club 热力猫
A true stalwart of the Beijing scene, Hot 
Cat is the type of hard-working venue that 
helps cement a city’s music scene.  
> Daily 10am-late, 46 Fangjia Hutong (just south 
of Guozijian Jie), Dongcheng 东城区方家胡同46号
(6400 7868)

The Post Mountain 后山
Built into a man-made hill in the center 
of the MOMA Complex, this new ad-
dition to Beijing’s growing livehouse 
empire is The Hobbit meets Manhattan. 
With as much vibe as a sterile modern-
art gallery. Its imported sound system 
and ramped floor makes for decent 
sound and sightlines.
> Bldg T8, MOMA, 1 Xiangheyuan Lu, 
Dongzhimenwai, Dongcheng (next to MOMA 
Cinemateque) 东城区东直门外香河园路1号当代
MOMA园区T8楼北百老汇电影中心北侧 (8400 4774)

Temple 坛 *
Probably the manliest venue in town, this 
dimly lit and unventilated space is owned 
by rockers (Gao Xu, Gao Jian and Clement 
Burger) and known for late sets of hard 
rock, punk and ska, with weekend gigs 
and DJ sets every fortnight. It offers a long 
drinks menu, with plenty of cheap pastis 
and shooters, but you’ll probably stick to 
the RMB15 draught.
> Daily, 7pm-late. Bldg B, 206 Gulou Dong Dajie, 
Dongcheng 东城区鼓楼东大街206号B楼202 (131 
6107 0713)

Yugong Yishan 愚公移山 *
We’ve lost more body weight than we’d 
care to remember in YY’s mosh pit. Fortu-
nately, almost all the acts – usually hip-hop 
DJs, emo rocks and obscure indie outfits 
from across the globe – were worth it. The 
upstairs bar area is a refuge from the sweat 
glands below. 
> Daily 7pm-late. 3-2 Zhangzizhong Lu (100m west of 
Zhangzizhong Lu subway station), Dongcheng 东城
区张自忠路3-2号(6404 2711）

Hotel Bars
Atmosphere ¥¥
Beijing’s highest bar, on the 80th floor of 
the 1,082-ft China World Tower, offers 300+ 
swanky cocktails from RMB65 with 360-de-
gree views of the 700AQI PM2.5. 
> Mon-Fri noon-2am, Sat and Sun noon-4am. 80/F, 
China World Summit Wing, 1 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外大街1号北京国贸大酒店80 
(6505 2299 ext. 6433)

Centro ¥
Although it’s no longer quite the go-to 
place for beautiful people it once was, Cen-
tro still draws a cute crowd with its nightly 
jazz performaces, spacious and recently 
renovated lounge areas and classic drinks 
like the blue-cheese martini. 
> Open 24 hours. 1/F, Kerry Hotel, 1 Guanghua 
Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区光华路1号北京嘉里大饭店1层 
(6561 8833)

MEI 
One of the livelier hotel bars in town, 
MEI has a nightly band, serves creatively 
delicious cocktails and overlooks the 
CCTV ‘trousers.’ Don’t leave without try-
ing the frightfully delicious Panjiayuan 
Bramble.
Mon-Wed 6pm-2am, Thu-Sat 6pm-3am, Sun 5pm-
midnight; 5F Rosewood Beijing, Jing Guang Centre, 
Hujialou, Chaoyang District朝阳区呼家楼一号京广中
心北京瑰丽酒店3层 (6536 0083)

O’Bar 
With both a fantastic cocktail menu and 

one of the finest terraces in the city, NUO 
Hotel’s O’Bar is a sure bet for classy evening 
drinks in the city. 
>Sun-Thr:6pm-1am;Fri-Sat:6pm-2am;2 Jiangtai 
Lu,Chaoyang朝阳区将台路甲2号(5926 8888) 

Xian 仙 
Bold multi – element bar Xian on the 
ground floor mixes a pub, whiskey bar, live 
music venue and games room into one 
vibrant entertainment hotspot.
>Daily 5pm-2am, 1/F, EAST Beijing, 22 Jiuxianqiao 
Lu,Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥路22号东隅酒店1层
(8414 9810)

Nightclubs
Chocolate
It’s impossible to discuss Chocolate without 
mentioning gold leaf, dwarves, cabaret 
dancers and oddly-friendly Russian women. 
Timed right, a visit can be raucous fun, with 
bottles of spirits from around RMB200, 
cocktails under RMB50 (including the 
absinthe-based Flaming Armageddon) and 
regular floor shows.
> Daily 7pm-6am. 19 Ritan Beilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区日
坛北路19号 (8561 3988)

Dada *
It hasn’t been on the Beijing scene for 
too long, but already Dada is the hippest 
hangout in town. Their cosy Gulou confines 
under rock house Temple offer an intimate 
place to nod along to an eclectic range of 
all things electro from the best names on 
the underground scene.
> Daily 9pm-late, Rm 101, Bldg B, 206 Gulou Dong 
Dajie, Dongcheng 东城区鼓楼东大街206号B栋101室 
(183 1108 0818)

Lantern *
Founded by now-defunct Acupuncture 
Records, Lantern is a beacon of light in the 
strip of truly ghastly nightclubs and bars 
known as ‘Gongti.’ Serious about its music, 
it also makes good drinks and attracts 
international electronica DJs. 
> Thurs-Sat 9pm-6.30am. 100m north of Worker’s 
Stadium West Gate, Chaoyang 朝阳区工人体育场西
门向北100米 (139 119 77989)

MIX
A bit like a trip to the Forbidden City, Mix 
is one of those places in Beijing you have 
to experience before you leave. Not much 
is forbidden in this underground hip-hop 
disco palace and if you don’t leave with 
hook-up in tow then you’re doing some-
thing very wrong.
> Daily 8pm-6am, Inside Worker’s Stadium North 
Gate, Chaoyang 朝阳区工人体育场北门内 (6506 9888, 
6530 2889, 150 1138 2219, mixclub@sohu.com)

Vics
Separated at birth from its identical twin 
brother, Mix, this is the definition of Gongti 
sweatbox meat-market chic at its very 
finest. The Chinese love it – as do moody 
Russians and jailbait students – helping Vics 
to become one of the most infamous clubs 
in the capital. 
> Daily 8.30pm late, Inside Worker’s Stadium North 
Gate, Chaoyang 朝阳区工人体育场北门内 (5293 0333) 

Sports Bars
The Local *
Formerly Brussels, this beery bar has come 
into its own, with large (yet strangely 
unobtrusive) screenings of sports and 
political events, a pub quiz, quality fare and 
a nice selection of draughts and cocktails. 
Try the Bourbon Street Ice Tea – you won’t 
need another.
> Daily 11-2am. 4 Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区工体
北路4号院 (6591 9525)

Paddy O’Shea’s *
An entire Irish-themed pub, which could 
easily been trasnsported, untouched, from 
a back alley in Limerick and gently depos-
ited in central Beijing. With plenty going 
on, including pub quiz and sports.
> Dongzhimen: Daily 10am-late, 28 Dongzhimenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区东直门外大街28号 (6592 
6290); Sanlitun:  2/F, Tongli Studio, Sanlitun Back 
Street 三里屯北路43号同里二层 (6415 0299) 

V Sports
Spacious, comfortable, huge screens and 
no rowdy drunken cretins, V Sports makes 
a claim for the champion of Beijing sports 
bars.
> Daily 5.30pm-6am, Gongti North Gate East side, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区工体北门内东侧 (5293 0333)

BEAUTY & FITNESS
Black Golden Tanning Studio
古铜日晒中心
Beijing is hardly the best place to pick up 
a natural tan. When it finally reaches the 
warm summer, the sun’s rays struggle 
to penetrate the smog. Thankfully, Black 
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> Daily, 10 am-10pm; Sanlitun: Shop 3008, 3F, 
Sanlitun 3.3 Building, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯
路33号3.3大厦3层3008号 (5136 5919)Dongzhimen: 
Shop 11H, B1, Ginza Mall, 48 Dongzhimenwai 
Dajie, Dongcheng 东城区东直门外大街48号
东方银座B1-11H号 紧邻名创优品  (8447 7178) 
Wudaokou: 4F, Wudaokou Shopping Center, 28 
Chengfu Lu, Haidian 
海淀区成府路28号五道口购物中心4楼 (6266 6070) 
Blue Harbour: B1, Blue Harbour Chaoyang, 6 
Chaoyanggongyuan Lu, Chaoyang朝阳区-朝
阳公园路6号蓝色港湾B1 Yansha: Shop 9, B1, 
International Finance Center, West of Yansha 
Bridge, Dongsanhuan, Chaoyang 朝阳区东三
环燕莎桥西平安国际金融中心B1层09号  (8444 
2483) Fenglian: Shop 29, B1, Fenglian Square, 
18 Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang朝阳门
外大街18号丰联广场地下一层B129号 (6588 3633) 
Yutang: 4019B, 4F, Yutang Shopping Center, 2 
Sanfengbeili, Chaoyang 朝阳区三丰北里2号悠
唐购物中心一期4层4019B号  (8561 5875) Shimao: 
Shop 301, 3F, 13 Shimao Square, 13 Gongti Beilu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区工体北路13号三里屯世茂工
三购物中心广场3层301号 临近凯撒旅游  (8590 
0569) Hesheng Hui: Shop 19, B1, Hesheng Hui 
Shopping Center, Xi Dawang Lu, Chaoyang 朝
阳区西大望路合生汇购物中心负一层19号 (6772 
2530) Changtian: Shop 16, 2F, Changtian Street 
Shopping Center, 1 Changtong Lu, Chaoyang 
朝阳区常通路1号院1号楼长楹天街购物中心西区
2F-16  (132 6978 7832) International Trade: B1, 
South Bldg, Beijing Jiali Center, 1 Guanghua Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区光华路1号北京嘉里中心南楼B1
层  (8590 3082) Haidian Kaide Crystal Mall: Shop 
9, LG Lower Layer, Kaide Crystal Mall, Haidian 
海淀区凯德晶品Mall负一层 LG层下一层 09号  
(8819 7078) Wangjing Kaide Mall: Shop K01, 2F, 
Kaide Mall, 33 Guangshunbei Dajie, Wangjing
广顺北大街33号凯德Mall望京店2层K01号 (5602 
0736) Sun Palace: Shop 15A, B1, Kaide Mall, 
Taiyanggong Zhonglu, Chaoyang 朝阳区太阳
宫中路太阳宫凯德Mall负一层15A  (8443 0619) 
Wanliu: Shop 19, 4F, Hualian Wanliu Shopping 
Center, 2 Bagou Lu, Haidian 海淀区巴沟路2号华
联万柳购物中心四层F419 (8258 9517)

Zell Cosmetic Clinic
Founded by renowned dermatologist 
Dr. Shao Lin Hong, Zell uses recognized 
international cosmetology techniques to 
perform services including laser cosmetic 
surgery, minimally invasive cosmetic sur-
gery, medical skincare and anti-aging.
> Room 2002, 1/F Building AB, Wantong Centre, 6 
Chaowai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区朝外大街甲6号万通
中心1/F, 2002 (400-696-3390, www.zellbeauty.com)

Sport
Yihe 42° Hot Yoga                                            
2 locations in Beijing: the best Yoga for Be-
ginners! No previous experience necessary 
- and if your body is a bit stiff – that’s okay! 
Yihe knows it can be a little intimidating to 
begin your journey into Yoga, so they are 
available to answer any questions you may 
have. It’s a great workout for the body and 
calming for the mind. Call them today on 
(5905 6067, 8599 7395) 
> Daily  10am-8pm. 3/F, No. 2 South Building, Blue 
Castle, Dawang Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区大望路蓝堡国际
中心南写字楼2座3层 (8599 7395/96, www.yh42.com); 
3/F, Bldg. 14, Solana, No. 6 Chaoyang Gongyuan Xilu 
Chaoyang 朝阳区朝阳公园西路6号,蓝色港湾14号,三层 
(5905 6065/67, www.yh42.com) 

Broadwell International Tennis Academy
Located inside Chaoyang Park’s Tennis 
Center, this indoor club boasts a complete 
state-of-the-art air-supported structure for 
all-weather year-round indoor tennis, with 
an advanced lighting system and controlled 
climate. Ideal for peeps looking to perfect 
their service and batting a few balls. 
> Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang 朝阳区农南路1号
朝阳公园网球中心(400 6406 800/ 6595 8885, www.
broadwell.cn1)

California Fitness Beijing Club
California Fitness Beijing’s Group X program 
is among the best in the region, and with 
membership you have access to over 150 
weekly Group X classes and a team of 
professional personal trainers in Asia.  Your 
membership also includes free towel usage 
and a fitness assessment.
>South Tower, L4, 9 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang (4008 
100-988,www,californiafitness.com)

Cycle China Inc. 北京非常之旅 
Cycle China provides organized cycling 
and hiking tours in and aroundBeijing as 
well as longer tours throughout China. 
Some of their more popular tours take 
cyclists through the Olympic Green, 
Tian’anmen Square, and Beijing’s tradi-
tional hutongs.
>12 Jingshan East Street, Dongcheng 东城区景山东街
12号 (6402 5653 ,139 1188 6524)

Heyrobics
“Sweat like a Swede!” they say with annoy-
ingly smug grin and toned abs. The only 
fitness craze worth following in Beijing, 
Heyrobics is all about a punishing full-body 

Golden Tanning Studio is on hand to give 
you that golden glow with its quick, safe 
and effective technology. With a member-
ship card, enjoy a 50-minute session for 
RMB400 and come away with natural, 
healthy-looking color.
> Sanlitun: 11am-9pm, 2/f, Bldg 3, Sanlitun SOHO, 
Gongti Bei Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区工体北路三里屯
Soho3号楼2层217 (5785 3711, jusonghao@hotmail.
com); Wangjing: 11am-9pm, Rm T5, 3/F, BOTAI 
International Building, 36 Guangshun Bei Dajie, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区望京广顺北大街36号博泰国际商业广
场3层T—5 (8472 2855) 

Alona Pilates Studio
Pairing up traditional Pilates with an in-
novative, full-body workout, Alona Pilates 
offers classes designed to tone  and whip 
you into shape fast. It also provides a 
personalized experience for all its students, 
regardless of fitness, strength and 
flexibility levels.
> Daily, 7.30, late. 5/F at Heavenly Spa by Westin, 1 
Xinyuan Nanlu, Chaoyang 朝阳区新源南路1号威斯汀
酒店五层 ( 139 1029 0260, www.alonapilates.com)

Narcisse Beauty Brands Encompassed

One of a kind! A 600 m2 brand-new concept 
of beauty salon——Narcisse, encompassed 
with professional brands on skincare, 
manicure and hair removal. Not only can 
we guarantee to give you the highest qual-
ity of products and treatments, but also an 
impressive one-stop beauty experience.

Brands inside Narcisse：
Youngfo: Facial Cleansing Center: Clean 
Out What’s Deeply Buried In Your Skin; 
10+10: Minimal-Design Nail: Chic Worka-
holic’s Luv!; Edelweiss: Laser Hair Removal: 
Latest Technology, Safe&Permanent

Deep Facial Cleaning- 880rmb/once
> 10.30am-10.30pm, Bldg. 1,No.6 West Fangyuan 
rd, Chaoyang (inside Narcisse Beauty Brands 
Encompassed)朝阳区芳园西路6号院1号楼水仙美容品
牌集合店内(5365 9418)   

Daisy’s Beauty Salon
Since 2001, Daisy’s beauty salon has 
catered to thousands of Beijing expats and 
locals and is renowned for its premium 
waxing services and imported wax that 
smells like hot chocolate. If waxing isn’t 
your thing, the salon also specializes in 
an array of other treatments including IPL 
Facial Rejuvenation and lifting, a 90-minute 
treatment that uses a laser to stimulate 
collagen production and soften lines. Laser 
and IPL permanent hair removal treatment 
is also proving popular and effective.
> Daily, 10am-8.30pm, Rm301, Building B,Sunshine100 
International Apartment, Guanghua Donglu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区光华东路2号阳光100国际公寓B座301
室 (5100 0556 / 0557, www.daisysbeautysalon.com)

Beijing Hikers
Want to experience the wild, unrestored 
Great Wall, away from the tourist masses? 
Or do you just want to get out of the city 
for some exercise? Beijing Hikers offers 
hikes in the countryside of Beijing every 
week all year round. Hikes for all fitness lev-
els! Regular hikes are priced from RMB380, 
with discounts for members. Cost includes 
hiking guide, transportation, tickets, food 
and water. We’ve also got adventures all 
over China. 
> For more information, visit www.beijinghikers.com

Shang Xia
>L118 & 119, L1 China World Mall, China World Trade 
Center 1, Jianguomen Waidajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区建
国门外大街1号中国国际贸易中心国贸商城1楼L118 & 
119 (6505 3446) 

Lily Nails
Lily Nails is a high-end nail salon chain. 
Founded in 2001, there are now 15 shops 
in Beijing. In addition to manicures, 
pedicures and eyelash extensions, there are 
massage for the head, back and shoulders.
Prices have also been favored by many 
foreign friends, with RMB168 for pedicure, 
RMB98 for the manicure and a half-hour 
massage just for RMB100. One-time promo-
tion: Take a photo in front of any Lily Nails 
shop and get a discount!

workout set to pumping beats – not forget-
ting the fluorescent spandex. Differing 
classes for all abilities, check online for the 
full schedule.
> www.heyrobics.com, info@heyrobics.com

HAIR SALONS                   
Blow+Bar
This salon is equipped with more than 
shampoo – the team here provides 
haircuts, dye, updos, hair treatments and 
more. With prices for almost everything 
listed under RMB1,000, Blow+ is a haven of 
reasonably priced good taste in Sanlitun’s 
3.3 Mall. They have champagne and a well-
stocked bar, so bring your friends and make 
a night of it.

>3/F 3.3 Mall, 33 Sanlitun Lu, Sanlitun, Chaoyang朝
阳区三里屯路33号3.3服3/F (for appointments, call 
5136 5432)

Laurent Falcon
As China’s first REAL French hair salon 
we promise each and every one of our 
customers that we’ll treat your hair like it’s 
our own. We use only the finest imported 
products to guarantee that your experi-
ence with us is as relaxing and professional 
as possible. Come in and meet our special-
ist stylist and visit our facilities. Your hair 
deserves a true touch of French sophistica-
tion. Man cut 120RMB up; Women cut 
180RMB up; Color 580RMB up; Highlight 
680RMB up.
> SanLiTun salon: No.43 Building, SanLiTun Beijie 
South, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯北街南43号楼
(6409 4243, 1350 137 2971); GuoMao Salon: CB1007, 
B1, Middle Zone, China World Shopping Mall, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸商城中区
地下一层CB1007

Catherine de France
Awarded best expat salon in 2014/ 2015, 
with a trained team of international and 
local stylists, colorists and beauticians, this 
salon welcomes all ages and budgets in 
a modern and relaxed atmosphere for a 
wide range of hair and beauty treatments, 
include manicure, pedicure and waxing. 
Wella, SP, INOA, TIGI
Language: French, English, Spanish, Chi-
nese, Russian.
>  East Avenue BLD Ground Floor, No.10 Xindong Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区新东路10号逸盛阁首层(8442 5120, 
135 2147 3492, eastavenue@catherinedefrance.com, 
Wechat: CDFSalon, www.catherinedefrance.com)

HEALTH SERVICES
American-Sino OB/GYN/Pediatrics Ser-
vices 北京美华妇儿医院
> 18 anyuan road,chaoyang district,Beijing 北京市
朝阳区安苑路18号 (8443 9666, bj.americanobgyn.
com)

Amcare Women’s & Children’s Hospital
With a zero waiting-time policy, top-qual-
ity inpatient facilities, home visits, night 
services and transportation assistance, 
Amcare provides a trustworthy experi-

ence. English-speaking services include 
pediatrics, gynecology and obstetrics. 
> 9 Fangyuan XiLu, Chaoyang District 朝阳区芳园
西路9号 (6434 2399, 24hr hotline 800 610 6200, www.
amcare.com.cn)

Beijing International Medical Center 
(IMC) 北京国际医疗中心
Established in 1993, the International 
Medical Center-Beijing counts on an 
expert team of foreign doctors, offering a 
wide range of medical services, including 
family medicine, psychological services, 
dental, ob/gyn, pediatrics and TCM. 
Drop-in services for travelers; x-rays and 
ultrasounds are also available. English, 
Farsi, Japanese, Chinese, Arabic and Rus-
sian spoken. 
> 24hours. Room S106/111 Lufthansa Center, 50 
Liangmahe Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区亮马桥路50号燕
莎中心写字楼1层S106 (6465 1561/2/3, 6465 1384/28, 
www.imcclinics.com)

Beijing United Family Hospital and Clinics 
北京和睦家医院
> Wi-fi internet. Lido, Emergency Room is open 
24/7/365, Mon-Fri, 8.30am-5pm; 2 Jiangtai Road, 
Chaoyang District, 朝阳区将台路2号. (5927 7000 / 
5927 7120  Emergency Hotline);United Family CBD 
Clinic和睦家朝外诊所 Mon-Sat, 9.30am-6.30pm, 
Suite 3017, Building AB, Vantone Center, 6 Chaowai 
Street, Chaoyang, 朝阳区朝阳门外大街6号万通中
心AB座2层3017室(5907 1266); Jianguomen Health 
and Wellness Center和睦家建国门保健中心, Wi-fi 
internet, Mon-Sun 8:30am-5pm, 21 Jianguomen 
Dajie, B1, The St. Regis Residence, St. Regis Hotel
朝阳区建国门外大街21号北京国际俱乐部饭店 ( 8532 
1221 / 8532 1678 Immigration Clinic ); Shunyi Clinic
和睦家顺义诊所, Wi-fi internet, Mon-Fri, 9.30am-
5.30pm, Sat and Sun, 9.30am-4.30pm.Pinnacle Plaza, 
Unit 806, Tian Zhu Real Estate Development Zone, 
Shunyi District, 顺义区天竺开发区荣祥广场806号
(8046 5432); Shunyi Dental Clinic顺义牙科诊所, Wi-fi 
internet, Mon-Sat, 9.30am-7.30pm, Pinnacle Plaza, 
Unit 818, Tian Zhu Real Estate Development Zone, 
Shunyi 顺义区天竺开发区荣祥广场818号 (8046 1102) 
; Liangma Clinic亮马诊所 , Wi-fi internet, Mon-Fri, 
8.30am-5pm, 2nd Floor Grand Summit, 19 Dongfang 
East Road朝阳区东方东路19号1号楼会所27号 外交
人员公寓B区官舍16号 (5927 7005  www.ufh.com.cn, 
patientservices@ufh.com.cn)

Raffles Medical
International SOS and Raffles Medical 
Group have formed a joint venture to 
enhance and expand the services of 
its China Clinics. From March 30 the 
International SOS clinics in China will be 
branded and operated by Raffles Medical 
with expanded services to all patients and 
privileged access for International SOS 
members. Patients of the clinic will con-
tinue to have access to the same doctors, 
the same facilities and same level of high 
quality care.

Raffles Medical Group is a leading 
medical provider in Singapore and has 
been operating for 40 years with over 
100 clinics and hospitals in Asia. The joint 
venture is committed to maintain the high 
standard of quality with a focus on innova-
tive and expanded clinical services and 
excellent patient care.
> Suite 105, Wing 1, Kunsha Building, No.16 
Xinyuanli, Chaoyang 朝阳区新源里16号琨莎中心1座
105室(6462 9112/ 6462 9100, www.internationalsos.
com)

OASIS International Hospital
OASIS International Hospital specializes in  
serving the expatriate community with the 
latest world-class technology and a broad 
range of services, all in a pristine facility 
designed to provide patients with the 
utmost comfort, care and privacy. 
> Mon-Fri, 8.30am-5.30pm; Sat-Sun, 8.30am-12.30pm; 
24 Hour Emergency Bldg C1, 9 Jiuxianqiao Beilu 
Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥北路9号C1栋 (400 876 2747, 
5985 0333, www.oasishealth.cn)

Beijing HarMoniCare Women and Chil-
dren’s Hospital 北京和美妇儿医院
> Wi-Fi available. Chaoyang: 2 Xiaoguan Beili, 
Beiyuan Lu 北苑路小关北里甲2号 (6499 0000. con-
tact@hmcare.org, en.hmcare.net)

Hongkong International Medical Clinic, 
Beijing 北京港澳国际医务诊所
> Dongsishitiao: 9/F, Office Tower, Hongkong 
Macau Center-Swiss Hotel, 2 Chaoyangmen Bei 
Dajie 朝阳门北大街2号 港澳中心瑞士酒店办公楼9
层 (6553 9752, 6553 2288/2345/6/7; service@hkclinic.
com; www.hkclinic.com)

DENTAL                                 
Pu Jing Dental Clinic 浦京口腔门诊
Pu Jing dental clinic is located on the second 
floor of Nuo office building in Lidu business 
district of Beijing.PJ dental has become one 
of the most trusted dental care providers 
for the embassies, international schools and 
foreign companies.PJ Dental has cooperated 
with many insurance companies to provide 



W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J U L Y  2 0 1 9  |  7 3

LISTINGS

directly billing service.
We are committed to helping you 

achieve and maintain optimal oral health. 
>Rm.201,204,2nd Floor,Office Building of Nuo 
Hotel,No.2A,Jiangtai Rd.Chaoyang District,Beijing
北京市朝阳区将台路2号 诺金酒店写字楼2层201 204
室 64371326/64371286,24hr hotline 4000 650 898 www.
pjdental.cn 

Arrail Dental 
Affiliated with the University of Pennsyl-
vania, Arrail Dental has access to top-class 
equipment. Its well-trained staff, multiple 
locations across town and excellent facilities 
make it one of the best dental providers 
in Beijing. English-speaking staff. Dental 
services including examinations, whitening, 
root-canal treatment, orthodontics and 
implants. 
>Rm 201, the Exchange-Beijing, 118B Jianguo Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区建国路乙118号国贸桥东南角京汇大
厦201室 (6567 5670); Rm 208, Tower A, CITIC Building, 
19 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外
大街19号国际大厦A座208室 (6500 6473); Rm 308, Tower 
A, Raycom Info Tech Park 2 Kexueyuan Nanlu, Haidian 
海淀区中关村科学院南路2号融科资讯中心A座308室 
(8286 1956); Rm 101, Bldg 16, China Central Place, 89 
Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国路89号华贸中心公寓
16号楼101室 (8588 8550/60/70); 1/F, Somerset Fortune 
Garden, 46 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区亮马桥
路46号燕莎东侧盛捷福景苑1层 (8440 1926)

Beijing Passion International Medical 
Center
This full-service international clinic 
provides 24-hr general medical care and a 
patient-centered attitude. Beijing Passion 
International Medical Center is equipped 
with the latest in medical technology and is 
designed to support the comfort, safety and 
privacy of patients.
> 24hours, B1/F, Borui Building, 26 Dongsanhuan 
Beilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区东三环北路26号博瑞大厦B1层 
(6517 7667, www.passion-medical.com) 

Joinway Dental
A reputable and trusted dental practice, 
Joinway Dental provides the perfect combi-
nation of cutting edge technology and com-
fortable treatment, while maintaining the 
strictest sanitary and sterilization processes. 
The clinic uses high-quality imported ma-
terials, and its professional, US-trained staff 
offers a personalized and private service.
> Mon-Sat, 9am-6pm; 11D, Building D, Oriental 
Kenzo Plaza (Ginza Mall), 48 Dongzhimen Wai Dajie, 
Dongcheng 东城区东直门外大街48号东方银座D座
11D (8447 6092/93, mobile:1326 181 6708, joinway@
dentalcn.com, www.dentalcn.com)

PrettySmile Dental
If you are looking for professional and 
comfortable dental care, PrettySmile Dental 
ishighly recommended by many patients. 
The clinic is standing out because of the 
professional team, all doctors are from the 
dental hospital of Peking University and 
most of them got professional training in 
USA. The strictest sterilization processes and 
high-end imported equipment and materi-
als all help guarantee the highest quality of 
all dental services. 
>Mon-Fri, 9.30am-6pm (closed Thu); 5-105,1F, Bldg 5, 
Sanlitun SOHO Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯SOHO 5号商
场1层5-105 (5785 3689/5785 3898, www.prettysmileden-
tal.cn, psd3898@163.com)

United Family Shunyi Dental Clinic 
The Beijing United Family Dental Clinic in 
Shunyi is a satellite of the main hospital 
in Lido (which has its own dental clinic 
onsite). A comprehensive range of services 
are at hand, including restorative dentistry 
and cosmetic dentistry. Call ahead for all 
appointments.
> 818 Pinnacle Plaza, Tianzhu Real Estate 
Development Zone, Shunyi 北京和睦家医院牙科诊所, 
顺义区天竺开发区荣祥广场818 (8046 1102)

Parkway Health Clinic
> Mon-Sat, 10am-7pm; CBD, 1-2/F, Vantone Center, 6 
Chaowai Street 朝阳门外大街甲六号万通中心AB座一
二层 (4000 662 -882, 24hrs; enquiry@parkwayhealth.
cn; www.parkwayhealth.cn); No.101-201, Beijing link, 
block2, No.6 Yuan, Jing Shun Dong Street, Chaoyang 
朝阳区京顺东街6号院2号楼北京Link101-201室

SDM Dental 固瑞齿科
The full spectrum of dentistry. Services in-
clude teeth cleaning, root-canal treatment, 
porcelain crowns, dental implants, ortho-
dontics, cosmetic dentistry, fillings, pediatric 
dentistry, extraction, teeth-whitening and 
veneers. Credit cards accepted. 
>Mon-Fri 9am-8pm. NB210, B2/F, CBD, Guomao, China 
World Shopping Mall, 1 Jianguomenwai Dajie建
外大街1号国贸商城地下2层 (6505 9439/31/93, www.
sdmdental.com); Mon-Fri 9am-8pm.Olympic Area,F-
0186B, Sunshine Plaza, 68 Anli Lu(east of Sunshine 
Plaza)亚运村安立路68号阳光广场东侧  (6497 2173,6498 
2173) ; Mon-Sun 10am-19pm.LB07-08, Euro Plaza, No.99 
YuXiang Road,Shunyi 北京顺义区天竺镇裕翔路99号欧
陆广场LB07-08号 (8046 6084); Mon-Fri 9am-8pm. FC222, 
21st Century Hotel, 40 Liang Maqiao Lu,Sanyuanqiao 
亮马桥40号21世纪饭店2层 (6466 4814, 6461 2745); Mon-
Fri 9am-8pm. 4076B, 4/F, New Yansha Mall, Yuanda 
Lu,Haidian 远大路金源燕莎购物中心Mall4层4076B 

(8859 6912/13); Mon-Sun, 10am-7pm, Rm 5, 3/F, North 
Tower, China Overseas Plaza, 8 Guanghua Dongli 北
京朝阳区光华东里8号中海广场北楼3层05号(5977 2488)

Vista Medical Center 维世达诊所
> 24hours. Wi-Fi internet. 3/F Kerry Center. 1 Guang-
hua Lu 光华路1号嘉里中心商场3层 (8529 6618, vista@
vista-china.net, www.vista-china.net)

Beijing New Century Harmony Pediatric 
Clinic
> Shunyi, K-01, Building No.19, Harmony Business 
Centre, Liyuan Street, Tianzhu Town 天竺镇丽苑街
荣和商业中心19号楼K-01 (6456 2599; harmonypeds@
ncich.com.cn, www.ncich.com.cn)

IDC Dental 
>Daily: 9am-6pm, Room 209, Bldg 7, Richmond Park 
Clubhouse, Fangyuan Nanli, Chaoyang 朝阳区芳园南
里丽都水岸会所209 (6538 8111, info@idcdentalbj.com)

EDUCATION
Mandarin Schools

The Frontiers School
Join the friendly and professional team at 
Frontiers, who’ve been teaching Mandarin 
for 11 years.
> 3/F, Bldg 30, Dongzhongjie, Dongzhimenwai, 
Dongcheng 东城区东直门外东中街30号三层 (6413 
1547, www.frontiers.com.cn, frontiers@frontiers.
com.cn)

Beijing Mandarin School
Established in 1998, Beijing Mandarin 
school is the city’s top institute for teaching 
spoken and written Mandarin as a second 
language, more than 5,000 students 
from over 66 countries and more than 80 
companies and embassies have successfully 
learned with us each year. Also recognized 
and recommended by BBC News as one of 
the most professional Chinese language 
school. Also awarded as the ‘the best Man-
darin school in Beijing’ by That’s Beijing 
magazine.
>E-Tower School(Guomao Area): Room 904-905, 9/F 
E-tower building 数码01大厦904-905 (6508 1026/1126); 
Guangming Hotel School (embassy area): Room 
0709, 7/F, Guangming Hotel (near US embassy) 光
明饭店7层0709室美国大使馆附近 (8441 8391, info@
beijingmandarinschool.com, www.beijingmandarin-
school.com, Skype ID: beijing-Mandarinschool1998, 
Wechat: BJMS-Etower)

Gloria Chinese School
Focusing on teaching Chinese, making 
sure your improvements, organizing task-
based. practical activities and providing 
180-day student visa.
>R202 East Building, No.78 Maizidian Street, Chaoyang 
朝阳区麦子店街78号一幢二层202室(6500 8201. 
WeChat:1381 186 4656,www.gloriachinese.com)

Hutong School 
Learn Mandarin with Beijing’s best 
Mandarin school, Hutong School. Our expe-
rienced teachers will customize your classes 
and help you learn in a fun environment.
>Room 1501, 15/F, Zhongyu Plaza, A6 Gongti Beilu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区工体北路甲6号中宇大厦1501室

The Bridge School  北京市朝阳区桥汉语言
培训学校
>The Bridge School Head office, Room 503, 5/F, 
Guangming Hotel, 42 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 朝
阳区亮马桥路42号光明饭店写字楼5层503室(8451 7605)

Beijing Juncheng Language School            
北京君诚语言学校
> Room 208, 1 Panjiapo Hutong, Chaoyangmenwai, 
Dongcheng District 东城区朝阳门外潘家坡胡同1
号东城区职工大学208办室 (6525 9932/6526 7539) ;  
15 Gucheng Village, Huosha Lu, Houshayu Town, 
Shunyi District 顺义区后沙峪镇火沙路古城段15号 
(8049 0307) 

International Schools
Canadian International School of Beijing     
北京加拿大国际学校
Located in the Third Embassy Quarter of 
downtown Beijing, the Canadian Interna-
tional School of Beijing (CISB) opened its 
doors in September 2006. This world-class 
facility offers an internationally recognized 
Canadian & IB PYP, IB MYP and IBDP educa-
tion. The Canadian International School 
of Beijing develops the whole child in an 
environmentally sensitive school within a 
kind, caring community to become a citizen 
of the world.
> 38 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang  朝阳区亮马桥路38号 
(6465 7788,www.cisb.com.cn)

House of Knowledge  好思之家学校及幼儿园
In their Elementary school and three kin-
dergartens House of Knowledge features a 
project-based approach to learning. Guided 
by the Reggio Emilia philosophy, Early Years 
learners follow the International Early Years 
Curriculum (IEYC) and Elementary student 
follow the International Primary Curriculum 
(IPC). Both curricula apply best practices in 

21st century education and offer a truly in-
ternational learning experience for children 
from age 18 months to 11 years.
> Chaoyang Park Campus: Victoria Gardens, 15 
Chaoyang Gongyuan Xilu, Chaoyang  
朝阳公园校区：朝阳区朝阳公园南区15号维
多利亚花园公寓 Shunyi Campus: North gate 
of Quanfa compound, 18 Maquanying Lu, 
Chaoyang  顺义校区：朝阳区马泉营路18号泉
发花园北门 Xinglong Campus: Block A, Unit 8, 
Xinglongzhuang, Chaoyang Road, Chaoyang 
District 兴隆校区: 朝阳区朝阳路辅路兴隆庄甲8号
A座 (admissions@hokschools.com, 400 650 7747, 
www.hokschools.com)

Springboard International Bilingual 
School 君诚国际双语学校
Springboard International Bilingual School 
is a place where children, staff and parents 
work in partnership to enable all their 
students to realize their full potential. They 
are offering a stimulating and full inter-
national curriculum as well as an exciting 
after school program, which will include 
Kung Fu, calligraphy, health and fitness and 
football.
> 15 Gucheng Duan, Huosha Lu, Houshayu Town, 
Shunyi 顺义区后沙峪镇火沙路古城段15号 (8049 2450; 
www.sibs.com.cn, office@sibs.com.cn)

The British School of Beijing 北京英国学校
The British School of Beijing, established in 
2003, has campuses in Shunyi (primary & 
secondary) and Sanlitun (primary). BSB of-
fers an enhanced English National Curricu-
lum to 1,500 expatriate students, aged 1 to 
18, beginning with Early Years Foundation 
Stage, Primary, Secondary, IGCSE exams in 
Year 10 and 11 and the International Bac-
calaureate (IB) Diploma programme in Year 
12 and 13. Admission & Fees: RMB102,993-
246,057. Contact our Admissions team to 
arrange a school tour.
> Mon-Fri, 8am-4.30pm, South Side, 9 Anhua Jie, 
Shunyi 顺义区安华街9号南侧 (8047 3558,  www.brit-
ishschool.org.cn, admissions@britishschool.org.cn)

Western Academy of Beijing                          
京西国际学校 
The Western Academy of Beijing (WAB) is 
a creative and innovative IB World School 
built upon a solid foundation of core 
values and our mission to Connect, Inspire, 
Challenge; Make a Difference. Our students 
exemplify these values through their aware-
ness of the world around them, service to 
others, can-do spirit and commitment to 
excellence. WAB graduates are accepted 
into world-class colleges and universities 
across the globe.
> 10 Lai Guang Ying Dong Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区来广
营东路10号(5986 5588) 

Beijing City International School                   
北京乐成国际学校
Located in Beijing’s Central Business 
District, Beijing City International School 
(BCIS) lives by its motto: “Empowering 
and Inspiring through Challenge and 
Compassion.” This non-profit, independent 
co-educational day school offers an inter-
national curriculum under the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) World School system and 
is authorized to teach all three IB programs 
(Primary Years, Middle Years, and Diploma 
Programme).
> 77 Baiziwan Nan’er Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区百子湾南
二路77号 (8771 7171, www.bcis.cn) 

Beijing BISS International School                  
北京BISS国际学校
> Building 17, Area 4, Anzhen Xili Chaoyang 朝阳区安
贞西里4区17楼 (6443 3151 www.biss.com.cn) 

3e International 北京3e国际学校
Since its founding in August 2005, 3e has 
grown into one of the leading bilingual in-
ternational schools in Beijing with students 
from Nursery through Grade 6. Tuition: 
RMB 162,800-185,500/year.
>Kindergarten Campus: 9-1 Jiangtai Xilu, Lido, 
Chaoyang District 朝阳区将台西路9-1号; Elementary 
Campus: 3 Xinjin Lu, Chaoyang District 朝阳区新锦路
3号 (6437 3344 ext. 100, admissions@3einternationa
lschool.org, www.3einternationalschool.org)

The International Montessori School of 
Beijing 北京蒙台梭利国际学校
Founded in 1990, MSB is Beijing’s first fully 
registered international Montessori school. 
The school also boasts an unsurpassed dual 
Mandarin/English program geared towards 
helping students achieve fluency in either 
language from an early age. Curriculum 
aside, MSB boasts spacious classrooms, a 
high teacher-student ratio and impres-
sive staff longevity. Tuition: RMB98,000 
- RMB177,000/year.
> Bldg 8, 2A, Xiangjiang Beilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区香江
北路甲2号院8号楼 (6432 8228 ext. 800, www.msb.edu.
cn,  admissions@msb.edu.cn)

Beijing World Youth Academy
北京世青国际学校
Beijing World Youth Academy (BWYA) is an 
international school for students of all na-
tionalities ages 6 to 18, offering programs 
on its campuses conveniently located in 
Wangjing and Lido. An IB World School 
since 2001, BWYA values holistic education 
and seeks to give students ample oppor-
tunity to develop as globally-aware critical 
thinkers. A wide varity of co-curricular 
activities are offered to further enrich 
student life. Graduates of BWYA have been 
accepted at prestigious universities around 
the world. Age range: 6-18. Tuition: RMB 
100,000- 140,000/year.
> Mon-Fri, 8am-4.30pm. 18 Huajiadi Beili, Wangjing, 
Chaoyang (Inside 94 Middle school) 朝阳区望京花家
地北里18号(6461 7787 ext.32, 8454 3478/0649, admis-
sions@ibwya.net, www.ibwya.net)

Yew Chung International School                   
耀中国际学校 
Located in downtown Honglingjin Park since 
1995, Yew Chung International School of Bei-
jing (YCIS Beijing) offers a truly international 
curriculum for children of foreign nationals 
in China. The school follows the National 
Curriculum for England but also integrates an 
extensive Chinese language and culture pro-
gram, allowing foreign nationals to get the 
best out of their time in China. YCIS Beijing is 
one of only five schools in China accredited 
by three separate accreditation organiza-
tions and has a 100 percent pass rate within 
the IGCSE and IB programs. In addition, YCIS 
Beijing is the only international school in 
China to receive the Cambridge Award for 
Excellence in Education from the University 
of Cambridge International Examinations.  
> Honglingjin Park, 5 Houbalizhuang, Chaoyang  朝
阳区后八里庄5号红领巾公园 (8583 3731,www.ycis-bj.
com)

La Maison Montessori de Pekin 
北京中法双语蒙氏儿童之家
The first bilingual French-Chinese Montes-
sori kindergarten in Beijing, it welcomes 
children between ages 2 to 6 years old. 
The kindergarten is located in a beautiful 
courtyard in the hutongs. Schedule: Mon-
day to Friday: 8:30am to 3:30pm. After class 
activities also offered.
> 50 Dongsi Shisitiao, Dongcheng 东城区东四十四
条50号 (131 2025 0341/ 8401 3974; lamaisonmontes-
soripk@gmail.com; www.lamaisonmontessoridepk.
com)

Harrow International School Beijing             
北京哈罗英国学校 www.harrowbeijing.cn
Harrow International School Beijing prides 
itself on its high academic standards, a 
close-knit school community, a rich extra-
curricular activity program and the quality 
of its pastoral care provision. Leadership 
skills are promoted school-wide, with a 
range of enrichment activities to help 
students develop teamwork and creative 
thinking skills, as well as independence and 
responsibility. Students graduating from 
Harrow Beijing have won places at a range 
of universities across the world including 
Princeton, Yale, Oxford and Cambridge.
> Address: 287, Hegezhuang, Cuigezhuang County, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区崔各庄乡何各庄村 287 号 (8610 
6444 8900 Ext. 6900 Fax: 10 6445 3870 ,enquiries@har-
rowbeijing.cn)

Kindergartens
EtonKids International Kindergarten            
伊顿国际幼儿园
> LidoRoom C103 Lido Country Club, Lido Place 
Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang  朝阳区将台路丽都广
场 (6436 7368 www.etonkids.com) ;3/F, Block D 
Global Trade Mansion Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
朝阳区光华路世贸国际公寓D座3层 ( 6506 4805) 
; Southwest corner of Beichen Xilu and Kehui 
Lu, Chaoyang District 朝阳区北辰西路与科荟路
交汇处西南角(8437 1006); Kehui Lu, Chaoyang, 
Beijing 朝阳区科荟路大屯里社区(8480 5538) ;Bldg 
19, Central Park, 6 Chaowai Dajie Chaoyang 朝阳
区朝外大街6号新城国际19号楼 (6533 6995); Palm 
Springs International Apartments  8 Chaoyang 
Park Nanlu  Chaoyang 朝阳区朝阳公园南路8号
棕榈泉国际公寓  (6539 8967);  Bldg 21, Guangqu 
Jiayuan, Guangqumen- wai, Dongcheng东城区
广渠门外广渠家园21号楼  (6749 5008); Baoxing 
International Phase 2, Wangjing Chaoyang朝阳
区望京宝星园国际社区2期 (8478 0578); Block 1, 
Arcadia Villas, Houshayu Shunyi 顺义区后沙峪
罗马环岛北侧天北路阿凯笛亚庄园1座(8047 2983); 
20A Xidawang Lu, Chaoyang District 朝阳区西大
望路甲20号首府社区内 (5870 6779) 

Beanstalk International Bilingual School     
青苗国际双语学校
> Kindergarten: 1/F, Tower B, 40 Liangmaqiao 
Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区亮马桥路40号B座一层 
(6466 9255); Primary School: Block 2, Upper 
East Side, 6 Dongsihuan Beilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区
东四环北路6号阳光上东二区 (5130 7951);Middle 
& High School : 38 Nan Shiliju, Chaoyang朝阳区
南十里居38号 (8456 6019)



ACCOMMODATION 
Ascott Beijing
>No.108B Jianguo Road,Chaoyang 
District,Beijing 北京市朝阳区建国路乙108号
(6587 0888) 

Ascott Raffles City Beijing
Located in Dongzhimen, one of the most 
vibrant areas, Ascott Raffles City is near the 
second embassy district, which is rich in 
cultural heritage and is only a 15 minute 
drive to The Forbidden City.
Other nearby leisure attractions include 
Food Street (Gui Jie) and Sanlitun nightlife 
district.
> No.1-2 Dongzhimen South Street 
Dongcheng District Tel: 8405 3888

Ascott Raffles City Chengdu
> No. 3, Section 4, South Renmin Road, 
Wuhou District, Chengdu 610041, China 
Post code: 610041,Telephone:(86-28) 6268 
2888 ,Facsimile:(86-28) 6268 2889 ,GDS Code: 
AZ, Reservations Telephone:400 820 1028 
(China toll-free) ;(86-512) 6763 1021
Email:enquiry.china@the-ascott.com 

Ascott Riverside Garden Beijing
With a stunning east-meets-west 
architecture, the residence provides 
spacious studios, 
stylish one-bedroom apartments as well 
as unique two-bedroom penthouses and 
luxurious three-bedroom premiers. 
The lifestyle amenities and unparalleled 
recreational facilities offer the residents 
various options for relaxation and 
entertainment
> No.33A Zhou Zhuang Jiayuan Dongli, 
Chaoyang District, Beijing
Telephone Number: (86-10) 8783 1666
Website: www.ascottchina.com
Email:enquiry.beijing@the-ascott.com 

Beijing Kerry Residence
Whether you’re a single business executive 
or a busy family, Beijing Kerry’s fully-
furnished 1, 2 and 3-bedroom   apartments 
will feel just like home. As well as 
enjoying all the comforts of modern living 
– including a well-equipped kitchen, 
entertainment systems, high-speed 
broadband and much more – residents are 
just moments away from the Kerry Centre’s 
shopping mall and sports facilities. The rest 
of the CBD is on your doorstep too.
>1 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区光华路1
号
 (8535 6888, www.beijingkerryresidence.
com)

Lee Garden Service Apartments
A newly renovated high-end premier living 
residence in a central location next to the 
shopping and cultural sites of Beijing’s 
Wangfujing, suites range from studios to 
4-bedroom apartments (60-610sqm in size) 
and are tastefully furnished with specially 
selected materials.
> 18 Jinyu Hutong, Wangfujing, Dongcheng 
(100m East of Sun Dong An Plaza) 东城区
王府井金鱼胡同18号 (新东安东侧100米); 
24hr front desk: 6525 8855, Fax: 6525 8080, 
general.manager@lgapartment.com, www.
lgapartment.com)

FraserSuite CBD Beijing
The ultimate luxury in apartment living, 
Fraser Suites CBD Beijing epitomizes style 
and comfort, that surpasses the service 
level of many Beijing hotels. The 357 Gold-
Standard Beijing apartment features 
contemporary concepts designed for luxury 
living.
> 12 Jintong Xilu Chaoyang District Beijing
Tel: 5908 6000

GTC RESIDENCE BEIJING
One of the top residences in Beijing, GTC 
Residence is located beside the third ring 
road with 5 minutes’ walk to subway 
line 5 , 10 minutes’ drive to Hou Hai . It is 
also within easily reach of CBD, embassy 
area, Financial Street and other urban 
commercial,shopping and recreation areas. 
Fully equipped apartments with impeccable 
quality offer you a cozy living system and 
will meet all of your requirements for room 
decoration, furniture, electric appliances 
etc..

Unique sky garden with golf practice 
field and barbecue area is another symbol 
of GTC Residence. 
> sales@gtcresidence.com, website: www.
gtcresidence.com Tel:56756666

Beijing Lianbao

> Unite 1C, Building 7, Xingfu Yicun 
Xili, Chaoyang District 朝阳区幸福一村
西里7号楼1C (6415 8001, 138 1093 6118, 
hanxingyue1127@126.com)

Lusongyuan Hotel
A traditional compound of quadrangle 
composing of 5 courtyards which lies in 
the "hutong" area of Beijing. The hotel 
building is famous for its imperial living 
taste of the Qing Dynasty with a history of 
nearly 170 years. The original owner of this 
large private house was the Grand General 
SenggeRinchen, who lived here while he 
carried out top official duties, such as 
defense minister.
> Tel: (86 10) 6404 0436, Fax: (86 10) 6403 0418 
, Address:No.22 Banchang Lane , Kuanjie, 
Dongcheng District 东城区宽街板厂胡
同22号 www.the-silk-road.com, E-mail: 
webmaster@the-silk-road.com

Marriott Executive Apartments
Ideally located in the center of Wangfujing 
area where the prestigious business, 
commercial, entertainment, and shopping 
center of Beijing. The Imperial Mansion, 
Beijing – Marriott Executive Apartments 
reflects an exceptional level of luxury.
> Gate, No. 1 Xiagongfu Street, Dongcheng 
District Tel: 6564 9999

The Millennium Residences of the Beijing 
Fortune Plaza
The Millennium Residences of the Beijing 
Fortune Plaza is located in the heart of 
the Beijing CBD which bears the most 
momentously potential of development 
and value elevation. While 25 minutes away 
from the Beijing International Airport, the 
Millennium Residences is walking distance 
from nearly all Embassies. 
> 7 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu Chaoyang 
District. Tel: 8588 2888

Oak Chateau Beijing
Oak Chateau Beijing has 236 stylish and 
contemporary fully serviced apartments 
from studio, one-bedroom, two-bedroom, 
three-bedroom and four bedroom suites 
available, measuring 64 to 260 square 
meters. There is a 24-hours guest reception, 
and housekeeping is offered twice a week.

Nestled within the landscaped gardens 
of the Ocean Express commercial and 
residential complex, Oak Chateau Beijing 
is very close to the third Embassy Area 
and shopping and dinning services at the 
Beijing Lufthansa Center. There are only 19 
kilometers to the Beijing Capital Airport.
>北京市朝阳区东三环霞光里66号远洋新干线
D座 邮编 100027
Block D, Ocean Express, 66 Xiaguang Li, 
Third East Ring Road, Chaoyang District, 
Beijing 100027, P.R.C
Tel: (86-10) 84465888 Fax: (86-10) 84465999
Email oak.chateau@oakchateau.com
Website: www.oakchateau.com

Oakwood Residence Beijing
Oakwood Residence Beijing offers 406 
fully equipped luxury apartments ranging 
from studios to four bedroom penthouse 
and terrace apartments, all exquisitely 
furnished in elegant and stylish decor. Each 
apartment is fitted with a state-of-the-art 
air purification and air conditioning system 
which ensures 99.9% pure, triple filtered air, 
so you can trust in Oakwood and breathe 
easy.
> No. 8 Dongzhimenwai Xiejie, Chaoyang 
District, Beijing 100027, China
reschaoyang@oakwoodasia.com
Website: www.oakwoodasia.com/resbeijing
Tel: 5995 2888 Fax: 5995 2999

Oakwood Residence Damei Beijing 
The only serviced apartment in the city that 
has its own in-house supply of natural hot 
spring water supply. Expansive city views 
are available from floor to ceiling windows 
with the apartments situated from level 23 
to 35 in the building complex. 
The 171 stylish contemporary serviced 
residences range from studios to three-
bedroom apartments and offer an elegant 
range of amenities and facilities to ensure 
each resident’s stay is comfortable and well 
taken care of.
Building No.1 Damei Center, 7 Qingnian 
Road, Chaoyang District Beijing北京市朝阳
区青年路7号达美中心1号楼
Tel: 86-10 8585 2211 (8:30am-5:30pm)
      86-10 8585 2888 (5:30pm-8:30am)
Fax: (86-10) 8585 2666
website OakwoodAsia.com

THE WESTIN EXECUTIVE RESIDENCES 
The Westin Executive Residences at The 
Beijing Financial Street offer an array of 
world-class cuisine options and Westin’s 
signature amenities designed to elicit 
personal renewal. Just 40 minutes from the 
airport, the Westin Executive Residences 
provides direct access to Beijing’s business, 
entertainment and shopping district and 
close proximity to cultural landmarks such 
as The Forbidden City and Tiananmen 
Square. Each apartment is also fitted with 

contemporary furnishings, fully equipped 
kitchens, state-of-the-art appliances, home 
entertainment system and LCD flat screen 
televisions. 
> Email: reservation.beijing@westin.com 
Website: www.westin.com/beijingfinancial
Tel: 6606 8866

BUSINESS CENTER
Regus Serviced Office 雷格斯服务式办公室
•Flexible office leases from 1 day to 1 year
•Quick and easy to set up for 1-200 people
•Prices from RMB180 per month
•Find more on Regus.cn
•Tel:  400 120 1207

>> BEIJING (20 LOCATIONS) <<

Lei Shing Hong Plaza [New]
北京利星行广场
5/F, Tower C, Lei Shing Hong Plaza, No.8 
Wangjing Street, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区望京街8号利星行广场C座5层

Sun Dong An Plaza [New]
北京新东安广场
7/F, Office Tower 2, Sun Dong An Plaza, 
No.138 Wangfujing, Avenue, Dongcheng 
District 北京市东城区王府井大街138号新东
安广场写字楼2座7层

Zhongyu Mansion [New]
北京中宇大厦
6/F, Zhongyu Mansion, No.6 North Workers 
Stadium Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区工体北路甲6号中宇大厦6层

Diplomatic [New]
北京亮马桥外交办公大楼
17/F, Tower E, Liangmaqiao, Diplomatic 
Office Building, 3rd Embassy District, 
Chaoyang District 北京市朝阳区第三使馆区
亮马桥外交办公大楼E座17层

Kerry Centre - South Tower [New]
北京嘉里中心-南楼
10/F, South Tower, Kerry Centre, No.1 
Guanghua Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区光华路1号嘉里中心南楼10层

Landgent Building [Coming Soon]
北京乐成中心
5/F, Block A, Landgent Center, No.20 East 
Middle 3rd Ring Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区东三环中路20号乐成中心A座5层

China World Tower 3
北京国贸三期
15/F, China World Tower 3, No.1 
Jianguomenwai Street, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸中心3座15
层

China Central Place
北京华贸中心
9/F, Tower 2, China Central Place, No.79 
Jianguo Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区建国路79号华贸中心2号楼9层

Lufthansa Centre
北京燕莎中心
C203, Lufthansa Centre, No.50 Liangmaqiao 
Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区亮马桥路50号燕莎中心C203

Kerry Centre
北京嘉里中心
11/F, North Tower, Kerry Centre, No.1 
Guanghua Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区光华路1号嘉里中心北楼11层

Pacific Century Place
北京盈科中心
14/F, IBM Tower, No.2A North Workers 
Stadium Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区工体北路甲2号IBM大厦14层

Parkview Green
北京侨福芳草地中心
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15/F, Office Building A Parkview, Green, No.9 
Dongdaqiao Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区东大桥路8号芳草地办公楼A座
15层

China Life Tower
北京中国人寿大厦中心
5/F, China Life Tower, No.16 
Chaoyangmenwai Street, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区朝阳门外大街16号中国人寿大
厦5层

China Life – West
北京中国人寿大厦-西
West, 5/F, China Life Tower, No.16 
Chaoyangmenwai Street, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区朝阳门外大街16号中国人寿大
厦5层西区

IFC
北京财源国际中心
10/F, IFC East Tower, No.8 Jianguomenwai 
Street, Chaoyang District 北京市朝阳区建国
门外大街甲8号财源国际中心东座10层

Prosper Center
北京世纪财富中心
6/F, Tower 2, Prosper Center, No.5 Guang 
Hua Road, Chaoyang District 北京市朝阳区
光华路5号世纪财富中心2号楼6层

Financial St. Excel Centre
北京金融街卓著中心
12/F, Financial Street Excel, Centre, No.6 
Wudinghou Street, Xicheng District 北京市
西城区武定侯街6号卓著国际金融中心12层

NCI Centre
北京新华保险大厦中心
15/F, NCI Tower, No.12A Jianguomenwai 
Street, Chaoyang District 北京市朝阳区建国
门外大街甲12号新华保险大厦15层

Taikang Financial Tower
北京泰康金融大厦
23/F, Taikang Financial Tower, No.38 East 
Third Ring Road, Chaoyang District 北京市
朝阳区东三环北路38号泰康金融大厦23层

Zhongguancun Metropolis Tower
北京中关村欧美汇大厦
7/F, Metropolis Tower, No.2 Dongsan Street, 
Zhongguancun Xi Zone, Haidian District 北京
市海淀区中关村西区东三街2号欧美汇大厦7层

Servcorp
Smart businesses understand that flexibility 
is the future of the workplace. They choose 
the world's finest Serviced Offices to grow 
their businesses, run critical projects and 
give their people flexibility.
Level 26 Fortune Financial Center, 5 
Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang 朝阳区
东三环中路5号财富金融中心26层 (Servcorp.
com.cn; tel: 5775 0310; fax: 5775 0350)

Need flexible and affordable ready work-
space to enhance your business or register 
a representative office for your temporary 
projects in Beijing? We have the perfect 
solution. Located within a Grade-A building 
in the popular Lufthansa Business Area, 
our work-spaces provide you, or your 
company, with the ideal business identity, 
and most importantly, come with the most 
competitive rates to minimize your cost and 
risks.
> Gateway Plaza, Tower A, Suite 16D , NE 
3rd Ring Road, Chaoyang 朝阳区东三环北路
霞光里18号佳程广场A座16D  T:010-84400606  
M:15910782518  Cynthia LU

CSO (Singapore) Beijing Business Center
We have 10 years experience in 
managing serviced offices in the Asia 
and Pacific region, and our headquarters 
is in Singapore. CSO Beijing is our first 
business center in China . We are mainly 
providing fully renovated and equipped 
offices to clients for immediate use, and 
all the serviced offices can be used as 
incorporation purpose, and we offer 
maximum flexibility and complete smart 
office system to help our clients save 
cost. We also provide virtual offices, 
meeting room and conference room, video 
conferencing, incorporation services and 
many other services.
Level 6, Sun Palace Building, Taiyanggong, 
Beijing Ms. Stephanie Yan, Mobile: 
18210080591, Email: sales.beijing@
corporateso.com, Website: www.csochina.
cn, Tel: 86 10 64697000

BEAUTY SERVICES
Black Golden Tanning Salon Sanlitun 
Branch Grand Opening

Black Golden Tanning Salon is the only five-
star China flagship store by Ergoline.  As the 
2011 model of Ergoline Esprit 770’s, to bring 
a continuous tanning effect 25% above 
standard machines with unique aquacool 
and aroma functions, we provide customers 
with the safest and most comfortable 
tanning space. 
> Open time:11:00-21:00 Sanlitun SOHO 
Branch  2rd Floor Building 3, Sanlitun 
SOHO,Chaoyang District  Tel: 57853711; 
Wangjing Branch Add: Room T5 3rd Floor, 
BOTAI International Building, No. 36 North 
Guangshun Street, Wangjing, Chaoyang 
District, Website: www.bjtanning.com Tel: 
84722855

MegaSun Tanning Salon
As the only flagship store for this popular 
German tanning salon, megaSun Tanning 
will provide for each client the finest sun 
tanning experience.
Our center has prepared the newest 
functional 7900 alpha and pureEnergy 
chamber systems, combined with easyCare 
optical testers. At megaSun, enjoy our 
professional UV and tanning services.
> 8 Dongdaqiao Road, sShangdu SOHO 
North Tower, Rm. 2302
Chaoyang District, Beijing
Website: www.imegasun.com
e-mail: 1019771453@qq.com
Sina Weibo: @麦肤堂
Tel: 5900-2236/2238

LA BELLEZA
La Belleza means Beauty and Aesthetics in 
Spanish. Professional hair-designers from 
Hong Kong ,Korea and China gather here. 
LA BELLEZA is the hairdressing salon for 
you with its pleasant atmosphere, excellent 
service, and finest products.
New haircut! Good mood! Excellent life!
Add: F4 No.408, Jinbao Place .Jinbao Street 
No88,Dongcheng District, Beijing, china.
Website: www.labelleza.com.cn
Tel: 010 8522 1626

STORAGE
China Self Storage Co. Ltd
As a member of SSA and SSAUK, China Self 
Storage Co. Ltd. introduces an international 
industry standard to professionally 
developed Self Storage for private, family 
and business. Safe, clean, air-conditioned, 
24h access, flexible size. To learn more, 
visit www.selfstorageinchina.com. To make 
a reservation, contact 400-600-6378 info@
selfstorageinchina.com. 
Jin’an Building, Tianzhu Garden West Rd., 
Shunyi District, Beijing.

Koala Ministorage 
Koala Ministorage is the first professional 
self-storage provider in Beijing. To learn 
more, visit our website www.koalaministor-
age.com. To make a reservation, call us 
toll free at 400-017-8889, email us at 
questions@koalaministorage.com, or visit 
one of our stores.

FURNITURE 
Crossover
Crossover Center Flagship Store, is mainly 
marketing international super home 
furnishing brand products.
Our agent brands include Poltrona Frau, 
Cassina, Fritz Hansen, Moroso, Cappellini, 
Timothy Oulton, Tom Dixon etc, over 
20 international super home furnishing 
brands.
Our products are covered with all of fields 
in daily-life home furnishing, including 
furniture, furnishing, lighting, dinning, and 
office supplies etc.
Website: www.crossovercenter.com 
NO.81 North Road San-Li-Tun Bar St. Chao-
Yang District.Beijing.100027,P.R.C.
Tel: 5208 6112/6113 Fax: 8610-5208 6123

HOUSEKEEPING
JNY Home Service
JNY Home Service was established in 
2007, supplying foreign families with 
English speaking/non-English Speaking 
nannies(maids), either daily or live-in. 
As a part of our service,we make sure all 
references and ID cards are thoroughly 
checked to guarantee the safety and health 
of your family. 
Email : jieniyou@hotmail.com
Mobile: 13426362833(24h)

Beijing EX-PATS Service
Healty, reliable, experienced, English-
speaking housemaid/ nanny. Free agency 
and 24- hour English service. Medical and 
Accident insurrance covered. EXPATS Life 
Group also serves with Mandarin, car 
leasing, English-speaking driver, Chinese 
driving license, vehicle registration. 
service@expatslife.com 
Website: www.expatslife.com
Tel: 64381634 
Mobile: 13501237292 

MOVING AND SHIPPING
Rex Service Moving and Relocation
Is a dedicated and professional removals 
company based in China, Established in 
1995, which operates worldwide.
•Free of Charge Pre-Move Survey
•Professional Packing Material
•Professional Packing & Loading
•Special Crating
•Efficient Customs Clearance
•Shipment Forwarding
•Destination Delivery
•Unpacking and Set-up
•Transit Insurance for "All-Risks"
•Global Network in more than 200 Countries
As a respected member of global 
organisations such as the International 
Association of Movers (IAM), Fédération 
Internationale des Déménageurs 
Internationaux (FIDI) and Japan 
International Movers Association (JIMA), we 
have sought and established relationships 
with over 2000 companies from around the 
world which gives us successfully logistics 
network worldwide.
Contact us:
Hotline: 400 8821 060
Tel: (86) 18222169211/ 15010058549
E-mail:  sales1@rexmovers.com; ew@
rexmovers.com
Website: www.rexrelo.com

YAMATO INTERNATIONAL LOGISTICS 
CO.,LTD

E-mail: t.miyazawa@y-logi.cn(Mr.
Miyazawa) 
yamatomoving-bjs@y-logi.cn   　 
TEL: 189-1172-8067(Mr.Miyazawa)
010-6468-9417 
ADRESS: 505,XINHENGJI MANSION, NO.5 
MAIZIDIAN WEST RD BEIJING, CHINA, 
100125 

REAL ESTATE AGENTS
JOANNA REAL ESTATE RELOCATION 
SERVICE
We are one of China’s leading real estate 
agencies boasting an extensive database 
of high-end properties for rent. We have 
helped thousands of expatriates find their 
homes as well as hundreds of companies 
re-locate their employees. Once we have 
found you your ideal home we will be on 
hand to deal with any post move issues 
and our dedicated after sales team will be 
contactable 7 days a week to help you with 
any queries you have throughout your stay 
in our country.
> For more information please contact 
us:Email: paulquin@joannarealestate.
com.cnWebsite: http:>beijing.
joannarealestate.com.cn/ (Tel: 84585667 ; 
13501358971)

Silk Road Travel Management Ltd. 
Silk Road Travel is a pioneer in organizing 
Silk Road tours and other classic routes in 
China. Founded in 1997, we are specialized 
in tailor making travel packages that 
allow travellers to truly experience the 
local cultures and explore the amazing 
heritages. Whether you are a small group 
of 2-9 persons or a corporate group, our 
professional staff will tailor make the tour 
programme based on your needs.
Email: travel@the-silk-road.com
www.the-silk-road.com

TUI China
An affiliate of World of TUI, the world’s 
leading tourism group, TUI China was 
established in late 2003 as the first joint 
venture with foreign majority share in the 
Chinese tourism industry. Its headquarters 
are in Beijing whilst its operations reach 
deep into the far corners of China. World of 
TUI generated approx.50,000 predominantly 

western tourists to China yearly and 
provides M.I.C.E services for renowned 
companies worldwide.  
> Add: Bright China Chang An Building, 
Tower 2, Unit 921-926, 7 Jianguomen Nei 
Avenue (Fax: +86 (0)10 6517 1371; Email: 
sales@tui.cn; Website: www.tui.cn; Tel: 8519 
8800

Replus-Benchmark
“Replus-Benchmark” is one of the leading 
real estate agencies and relocation service 
provider for expatriates in Shanghai, 
Beijing, Guangzhou, Chengdu and 
Shenzhen.
•  Residential Home Search Service
•  Visa Application
•  Commercial Office Space Search Service
•  Buying and Selling Property Service
E-mail:  marketing@replus-benchmark.com
Website: www.replus-benchmark.com
> A-1509,Xiaoyun Center, No.15 of Xiaoyun 
Road, Chaoyang District Beijing 
Tel: 84467119  Fax: 84467577

CONSULTING SERVICE 
Harris Corporate Services Ltd

Beijing | Shanghai | Guangzhou | Hong 
Kong
Established since 1972
WFOE & Rep. Office Set Up
Accounting & Tax Compliance
Payroll, HR & Visa Solutions
Hong Kong & Offshore Company 
Registration
Hong Kong & China Bank Account Opening
Serving all your business needs for investing 
in China. Call us for a free consultation.

Tel: (86)10-6591 8087
Mobile: 186-019-43718
Email: info.bj@harrissec.com.cn
Beijing: Room 2302, E-Tower, No.12 
Guanghua Road, Chaoyang District, Beijing, 
PRC.北京市朝阳区光华路12号数码01大厦
2302室;Shanghai: Suite 904, OOCL Plaza, 
841 Yan An Zhong Road, Jing-An District, 
Shanghai, PRC.上海市静安区延安中路841号
东方海外大厦904室;Guangzhou: Room D-E, 
11/F., Yueyun Building, 3 Zhongshan 2nd 
Road, Guangzhou, PRC.广州市中山二路3号
(东山口)粤运大厦11楼D-E室;Hong Kong: 7/F., 
Hong Kong Trade Centre, 161-167 Des
Voeux Road Central, Hong Kong.香港德辅道
中161-167号香港贸易中心7楼

MHI China LTD
凯特威（北京）咨询有限公司
Room 971, 9/F，Poly Plaza，No.14，
Dogzhimen Nan Dajie，Dongcheng 东城区
东直门南大街14号保利大厦写字楼9层971室
(6551  0663)

Beijing Office-TMF Group 
In order to enable clients benefit from 
the increasing globalization of the 
worlds economy, TMF Group offers 
a comprehensive range of corporate 
administrative outsourcing services in 67 
counties across the globe. With a genuine 
global network and qualified staff, TMF 
group provides an array of accounting, 
corporate secretarial and HR administrative 
outsourcing services.
> Colin.Zhang@TMF-group.com
Website: www.tmf-group.com
CCTV Tower and Kerry Centre
Suite 3107, Tower A Beijing Fortune Plaza,7 
Dongsanhuan Zhong Road, Chaoyang 
District
Tel: 65330533-860

OTHERS
LOVA WEDDINGS
Scandinavian wedding designer gowns 
with simple lines, sophisticated details, 
and ethereal fabrics of exceptional and 
exquisite quality. Whenever you need a 
wedding gown or an evening dress, LOVA 
WEDDINGS will help you to find a perfect 
gown for your event.

> Tel 010-65263200
Add 219A, 2nd floor, Jinbao Place, 88 
Jinbao Street, Dongcheng District 东城区
金宝街88好金宝汇购物中心2期2层219A
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 Mela Guitar Quartet / Concert

Founded in 2015, Mela Guitar Quartet performs a wonderfully inventive, eclectic rep-

ertoire to audiences across the globe. The British group of musicians is now on tour 

following the release of their latest album Pluck, Strum, Hammer. Expect precision 

and intensity from this acclaimed quartet.

Fri Jul 5,7.30pm; RMB60-150; Jinwan Grand Theatre, Bldg 4, Jiefang Bei Lu, Heping 解放
北路津湾广场4号楼

 Anke Pan Piano Recital / Concert

Young pianist Anke Pan, who has achieved numerous successes in international 

competitions, is coming to Tianjin. Born in Germany, she began to learn the piano at 

the age of 4, and went on to perform her first piano concert with an orchestra at age 

7. Witness an outstanding performance by the exquisite young pianist for yourself at 

the end of this month.

Thu Jul 25,7.30pm; RMB60-150; Jinwan Grand Theatre, Bldg 4, Jiefang Bei Lu, Heping 解放
北路津湾广场4号楼

 Alexander Bedenko & Alma Quartet / Concert

The multiple award-winning clarinetist and one of the most prolific artists of his 

generation, Alexander Bedenko, embarks on an extensive tour through China this 

summer with Alma Quartet, an ensemble hailing from Holland. Don’t miss out on 

this wonderful opportunity to witness this exuberant collaboration of world-class 

musicians.

Fri Jul 26, 7.30pm; RMB60-150; Jinwan Grand Theatre, Bldg 4, Jiefang Bei Lu, Heping 解放
北路津湾广场4号楼



THE ST. REGIS 
TIANJIN
Making Memories 

S chool’s out for the summer and 
that means families can now spend 
more quality time together. Just in 

time, The St. Regis Tianjin has launched 
an exciting collaboration with Papinee, a 
charming storytelling company that takes 

a fun and creative approach to entertaining 
crowds of kids and adults alike.

Papinee will debut a friendly new charac-
ter for the experience, Jak the Deer, inspired by 
the hotel’s rich history and named after Jonh 
Jacob Astor IV, the wealthy New Yorker who 
opened the very first St. Regis Hotel back in 
1904.

Together, Papinee and The St. Regis 
Tianjin (and Jak the Deer) will offer a range 
of activities for all ages, like a gourmet tour 
buffet, where families can indulge in fresh 
seafood, succulent steaks, BBQ favorites grilled 
fresh in front of you and more signature dish-
es. Jak will be there to continue to entertain 

guests and presumably enjoy the themed buf-
fet and desserts, both of which were inspired 
by Jak himself.

Make it a staycation and spend the night 
in a special Papinee-themed room, part of an 
overnight package that the whole family can 
enjoy, which features a one-night stay in the 
Governor Suite and complimentary breakfast 
the next morning. 

Don’t forget to stop by the Papinee gift 
shop on the first floor of the lavish hotel. On 
offer are storytelling gift sets, cushions, totes 
and more. 

Book your stay now and transport your 
child to a magical world away from the city, 
where they can run free with their imagination 
and create memories that they (and you!) will 
cherish forever.

158 Zhangzizhong Lu 张自忠路158号 (9659 9045)
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CONTEMPORARY CHINESE 
CALLIGRAPHY 
Compiled by Zhang Gongzhe 

C hinese calligraphy is an art form of writing Chinese characters with unique 
tools – the brush, ink stick, ink slab and paper. The origins of Chinese char-
acters can be traced back some 3,000 years. Besides its practicality, Chinese 

calligraphy constitutes a unique school in the world of art, apart from any other 
artistic tradition. Included in this book are 137 pieces of work by 126 calligra-
phers with different styles. From them we can not only keep abreast of current 
trends in calligraphic creation, but also find out impacts of Western modern art on 
Chinese calligraphers.

June 2013 

285mm×285mm 

192 pages, ¥ 498.00 

English 

paperback, 1800g 

978-7-5085-2481-8
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JULY

Remember that film The Great Wall , 
starring Matt Damon? The stars have 
aligned and it is finally the right time for 
you to watch it and be able to understand 
the nuanced genius missed by viewers. 
(What ’White Savior‘ storyline?  you ask.) 
You may also experience moments of 
delusion.

Gemini
5.22~6.21

Pisces
2.20~3.20

This Mercury retrograde is finally good 
for something – your future is looking 
bigger and brighter than ever. Hit up 
all your favorite Beijing hotspots and 
create some good times, laowai.

There are simply too many planets 
in your chart to make an accurate 
reading, and confusion will likely 
overtake your life this month. When 
in doubt, throw a ‘wo zhi dao’ at your 
problems and move on. Easy.

Cancer
6.22~7.22

Taurus
4.21~5.21

Your body is experiencing some 
changes this month. You constantly 
feel the desire to rid yourself of 
phlegm, your stomach is so hot you 
roll up your T-shirt and squatting back 
on your heels is the only thing that 
relaxes you. Whoa! You’re a Beijinger!

To alleviate the boredom that’s been 
plaguing you, try inventing a new 
game for your commute. So what if 
‘follow the hutong cat’ didn’t work out 
so well for all involved – Didi karaoke, 
anyone?

Aries
3.21~4.20

This month, Leos will be particularly 
good at locating the best shared bikes 
(in their designated parking spots, 
of course). Don’t let this inflate your 
already oversized ego – remember, it is 
only temporary.

Leo
7.23~8.23

Aquarius
1.21~2.19

It’s tough out there for an Aquarius 
these days. Practice extra caution this 
month. Fasten your seatbelt in every 
Didi you’re in, check the brakes on your 
Mobike, cower in the corner of subway 
cars and enter through the middle 
doors of buses. 

Horoscopes
Finally, a horoscope that understands your life in China. 

b y  Karen Toast
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Venus governs your WeChat moments 
for the foreseeable future. Go with it 
and post all those food snaps you’ve 
been hoarding. Who doesn’t love 
another artsy picture of dumplings, am 
I right?

Virgo
8.24~9.23

You’ve been debating doing something 
momentous for the past few weeks. 
Buy some prosperous cabbage, litter 
your home with lucky cats, gnaw on 
some auspicious bamboo and just get 
to it already.

Libra
9.24~10.23

Jupiter is screaming for Scorpios to 
flock to Sanlitun. Who ever said you 
were a quiet sign? Get up on that 
table, you crazy kid! Just be careful not 
to start any fights, well, because, you 
know.

Scorpio
10.24~11.22

Capricorn
12.22~1.20

You may be the object of an unwanted 
romantic advance this month. Eat as 
much stinky tofu as your sophisticated 
palate will allow and breathe through 
your mouth until August hits. Win!

To alleviate the stress you’re feeling 
this month, invest in some well-
deserved rest and relaxation. A hot and 
spicy knee-wrap treatment at the spa 
should do the trick.

Sagittarius
11.23~12.21

That’s Beijing
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