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JUNE  2019Editor’s Note
Ah, June: The heat is back, the kids are finishing up school and many of you will be jetting off home or on a grand 

adventure around Asia, Europe, or wherever. I, however, will be staying right here in the PRD. Now, that’s not 

because I don’t want to leave, but rather, starting from early June, flights become much more expensive. And let’s 

face it: Russia’s Far East is nicer in November anyway. 

All jokes aside, if you, like myself, are going to be kickin’ around the Greater Bay Area this month and are 

looking to keep yourself occupied, this magazine is going to be your best friend. Inside, we have a rundown of 

the city’s hottest rooftop patios, an array of new F&B spots to check out and a fascinating cover story on Chinese 

opera. (And, if you think opera is all singing and boredom, you clearly haven’t seen it China-style). 

Additionally, in our City section, we have a feast for your eyes: A selection of amazing images taken around 

China by Chinese-American photographer Mark Leong, personally selected by the photo-snapper himself. 

I’m going to keep this month’s note short and sweet, but will wrap it up by welcoming our new Shenzhen 

editor, Phoebe Kut, to the team. We look forward to working with you and know that all of our readers are excited 

to get your take on life in South China!

Until next month,

Matthew Bossons
 Editor-in-Chief 

Hourly updates on news, 
current affairs and general 
weirdness from around the 

PRD and China.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

facebook.com/ThatsShenzhen 

twitter.com/ThatsShenzhen

youtube.com/thatsonline

#THATSSHENZHEN

W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J U N E  2 0 1 9  |  S Z  |  3



38 COVER STORY
A NIGHT AT THE OPERA  
Your quintessential guide to xiqu. 

6 CITY
7 A FOREIGN TEACHER’S 
WORST NIGHTMARE? 
You can now get paid 
to report illegal foreign 
workers in Shenzhen.

10 INSIGHTS INTO IMAGES
Mark Leong shares 
the stories behind his 
stunning photography. 

16 LIFE & 
STYLE
20 EIGHT OF THE HOTTEST 
FACEKINIS  
Face the sun in style.

22 THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO 
CHENGDU
China’s getaway to the West.

26 ARTS
27 BLOODZ BOI
The Beijing-based rapper 
bares his bones.

30 LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION
Ten awesome indie 
filmmakers in China.

JUN 14-16
Hong Kong Dragon Boat Carnival

UNTIL JUN 16
Ferrari: Under the Skin

HK

MU

48 EAT & 
DRINK
52 MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S 
DRINKS 
Epic rooftop haunts to check 
out in Shenzhen.

54 I LOVE PASTA 
But the question is, do 
you?

58 EVENTS

SZ

JUN 12-16
The Very Hungry Caterpillar Show 

SZ

JUN 12 
Suchmos

4  |  S Z  |  J U N E  2 0 1 9  |  W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M





Fabio Cannavaro
P8

Urban Dictionary
P9

Insights into Images
Mark Leong Shares the Stories Behind His 
Stunning Photography, p10CITY

6   |  S Z  |  J U N E  2 0 1 9  |  W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M



TALES OF THE CITY

Shenzhen authorities are now offering rewards for residents 
who report foreigners working illegally in the city. 

According to a May 9 post on the official Shenzhen Entry-
Exit Bureau WeChat account, you can receive up to RMB500 for 
reporting a foreigner who: 1) illegally entered the country, 2) is il-
legally living in the country or 3) is illegally working in the country.

The reward system works like this: for every illegal foreigner 
you report who gets detained, you’ll receive RMB500, and for every 
illegal foreigner you report who gets fined, you will earn RMB300.

The bureau refers to the expat wrongdoers as sanfei (roughly 
translated to ‘three wrongs’) foreigners. Further details on the 
‘three wrongs’ are provided in the post, calling out expats who don’t 
have a proper residence permit, work and earn money in China 
without legal work identification or have entered the country with-
out an effective visa or other immigration documents.

Shenzhen Entry-Exit Bureau goes on to state how this type of 
foreigner harms society by impacting the workforce, giving rise to 
criminal problems as well as “severely impacting societal order.”

Foreigners caught entering China illegally will be detained for 
five to 10 days and be fined up to RMB10,000, while foreigners 
clocking in illegally will receive the same detention and be fined up 
to RMB20,000. Foreigners who overstay their visa or residence per-
mit will also be viewed as illegal and can be fined up to RMB10,000 
or detained for five to 10 days.

Chinese people who hire foreigners without the appropriate 
work documents are also culpable. People who hire illegal foreign-

ers will receive a RMB10,000 fine, while those who take in foreign-
ers who have illegally entered the country will receive five to 10 
days administrative detention along with a RMB5,000-20,000 fine.

Companies that sponsor illegal workers can expect fines of 
RMB5,000 per illegal employee, in accordance with the People’s 
Republic of China criminal law. Also, if companies are suspected of 
organizing illegal immigration into China, those found responsible 
will receive a two- to seven-year prison sentence as well as a fine. 
For more serious cases, the responsible party may receive a prison 
sentence from seven years to life.

While there are no hard and fast numbers on how many foreign-
ers are working illegally in Shenzhen, many of the city’s training 
centers have a reputation for employing expats living in China on 
business or travel visas. 

We reached out to one expat currently teaching in Shenzhen to 
get his take on the latest announcement. When asked if he knew 
anyone working illegally in the city, he told us that he is aware of 
someone who was living in his building who was working on a tour-
ist visa and is now “long gone.” When asked if he’d be worried about 
the new incentive scheme if he was working illegally, he had this to 
say: “Nah, it's just RMB500. I'll just keep my mouth shut about my 
visa,” before adding, “Plus, people like me.”

The Shenzhen Entry-Exit Bureau encourages people to report 
via its website, email, phone or mail, and states they will protect the 
privacy of any person reporting in. 

A FOREIGN TEACHER’S 
WORST NIGHTMARE?
You Can Now Get Paid to Report Illegal Foreign Workers 
in Shenzhen
By Ryan Gandolfo
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THE BUZZ

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

DO YOU KNOW WHO I AM?

Fabio Cannavaro
Fabio Cannavaro stepped down from his role as 
coach of the Chinese national football team on 
April 28. The former FIFA World Player of the 
Year took charge of the side for just two matches, 
both of which were losses, in the aftermath of 
former manager Marcello Lippi’s resignation three 
months ago.

Cannavaro made the announcement on Weibo, 
stating that his decision to step down results from 
his desire to spend more time with his family: “I 
wish to sincerely thank Guangzhou Evergrande 
Football Club and the Chinese Football Association 
for having offered me the position of the head 
coach of the two most important football teams 
in the country; however this double assignment 
would take me away from my family for too long.”

The former Italian team captain, who lifted 
the World Cup for Azzurri in 2006, now turns his 
attention back to Guangzhou Evergrande, who 
failed to secure the Chinese Super League title for 
the first time in seven years in 2018, and currently 
lie third in the table, while Marcello Lippi has re-
turned to the helm of Team China.

RANDOM NUMBER

 669
…is the latest piece of advice from 
Alibaba founder Jack Ma, which he 
shared with more than 100 couples at 
the company’s annual mass wedding 
last month. “At work we emphasize the 
996 spirit, and in life we want 669,” Ma 
said, encouraging newlyweds to have 
sex ‘six times in six days.’ Though after 
his controversial ‘996’ comment, we’re 
not sure how employees will find the 
time to enhance their love lives.

“Punish severely and then detain them for several 
days... Then they’ll know Chinese law doesn’t 
discriminate and that this is no trivial matter”
So wrote one angry Chinese netizen last month, in response to video footage 
that surfaced online of a group of foreigners swimming in an off-limits pond at 
Foshan’s Nanhai Bay Forest Ecological Park. In the footage, which flashes between 
the rule-breaking swimmers and a ‘no swimming’ sign, one woman and two men 
can be seen frolicking in a clear pool of water at the base of a small waterfall. The 
threesome of disorderly laowai were spotted by park employees during a secu-
rity patrol, according to South China Morning Post, and asked to exit the water, 
to which the group allegedly replied “Ha, ha! Okay, we’ll get out immediately.” Of 
course, they didn’t immediately exit the pool and it reportedly took “about 20 min-
utes” for them to do so. Tsk, tsk!
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caihongpi / cǎi hóng pì / 彩虹屁 n. rainbow 
fart; over-the-top compliments fans needlessly 
heap on their idols

Look at this gorgeous photo of Huang 
Xiaoming.

He is so good looking that the back of his 
head makes me cry. 

This is a picture of the back of his head.

Is there anything more important in life than 
one’s choice of a pop culture idol? In the age 
of pop culture ultra-consumerism, the an-
swer is no. Your fandom choices and celeb-
rity idols showcase your personality, serve as 
a powerful way to relate to others and define 
you as a person.

So it follows that once you’ve chosen an 
idol, you must defend them at all costs. If 
their reputation falters, you could lose cred-
ibility as a pop culture consumer – or, worse 
yet, as a person. When your idol makes a 
mistake or commits a social faux pas, you 
need to know how to spin it into a success. 
Any weaknesses they show must be present-
ed in a positive light by you, their loyal fan.

Statements made to transform a celeb-
rity’s questionable qualities into virtues are 
referred to as caihongpi. Literally translated 
as ‘rainbow fart,’ the term is meant to imply 
that even your idol’s flatulence looks and 
smells like rainbows. (Do rainbows smell? 
We leave that up to you to decide). Common 
caihongpi include calling your idol ‘innocent’ 

if they lack experience, ‘truly talented’ if they 
are not good-looking and ‘hard-working’ if 
they have no talent.

In addition to spinning shortcomings 
into virtues, caihongpi can also come in the 
form of over-the-top compliments. Instead of 
“My idol has beautiful eyes,” one might say “I 
wonder when the angel will come to my idol 
asking for those eyes back.”

To praise an idol’s looks, one can say 
“The biggest regret of my idol is that she 
can’t kiss her own lips,” or “My idol is so 
gorgeous that he broke the camera,” or “The 
only person better looking than my idol to-
night will be my idol tomorrow night.” The 
more over-the-top, the better the caihongpi 
is, and the sky is the limit.

Let’s face it – life is hard. We need idols 
because they fill our lives with intrigue and 
passion. Caihongpi is just a way of expressing 
that passion. Don’t let anything bring your 
idol (or you!) down. And pile the caihongpi 
on! Mia Li

That’s a good caihongpi.

URBAN DICTIONARY

W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J U N E  2 0 1 9  |  S Z  |  9



C I T Y  |  F E A T U R E

Mark Leong Shares the Stories Behind His Stunning Photography 
Intro by Matthew Bossons, images and captions by Mark Leong

A fifth-generation Chinese-American 
from sunshine-soaked California, 
Mark Leong takes photos that are 

immediately striking. His images have been 
featured in a range of prestigious publica-
tions, including National Geographic, Time 
and Fortune, and for good reason: his shots 
are both visually striking and laced with 
emotion.

Leong graduated from Harvard back in 
1988 and was honored by the university 
with a George Peabody Gardner Traveling 

Fellowship, which allowed him to hop a 
plane to China to spend a year exploring 
and photographing his ancestral homeland. 

Since that first fateful visit to the 
Middle Kingdom 30-plus years ago, Leong 
has been back numerous times, and even 
spent around 25 years living in the coun-
try, most of that time in Beijing. During 
his quarter-century stint in the PRC, the 
photographer had the opportunity to visit 
every single Chinese province, autonomous 
and special administrative region, and snap 

shots of the diverse behemoth that is China 
along the way.

Some of the photos captured by Leong 
on his countrywide adventures eventually 
made it into his 2004 book China Obscura, a 
collection of over 150 photographs profiling 
a lesser-seen side of China at a time that now 
seems very distant. 

This month, Leong has been gracious 
enough to share a selection of his work with 
us. Below each image, personal comments 
from the photographer himself.

INSIGHTS 
INTO 
IMAGES

C I T Y  |  F E A T U R E
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F E A T U R E  |  C I T Y

Xinjiang, 2001
“To shoot a photo for a profile of actor 
Jiang Wen, I traveled to remote Xinjiang, 
where he was filming Warriors of Heaven 
and Earth, which was like a Tang dynasty 
western movie. During the long break 
when they were setting up or discussing 
ideas, I would go on walks in the desert 
with some of the less busy crew members. 
I remember one of them telling me my 
North Face jacket was fake. I also remem-
ber the amazing little stones all over the 
ground. You can’t see it in this black and 
white photo, but in the low afternoon light 
they looked like a million tiny, colorful 
spots – deep blues, burning reds, brilliant 
greens and glowing ambers.

“I did get the picture I needed of Jiang, 
but, as with many photographic situa-
tions, I found the most interesting shot 
when turning away from my main subject. 
In this case, it was the death scene of one 
of his comrades, played by Harrison Liu, 
fetching a precious bladder of water be-
fore being pierced by bandits’ arrows.”

Beijing, 1997
“This photo of uber-masculine winter swim-
mers at Houhai is an example of what not to 
do in documentary photography. Don’t arbi-
trarily tilt the frame. Don’t cut off a person’s 
face right at the eyes. Don’t have three people 
staring at the camera, including one pointing 
his finger directly at you. If you are unable to 
avoid these things, don’t publish the photo in 
a magazine.”

Shanghai, 1997 
“I had been assigned by Wired to shoot general environmental pictures 
for a story about the early growth of the Chinese internet. I took a lot of 
photos explicitly about the subject – internet bars, piles of computers 
on shipping pallets, service provider companies, hackers at home, tech 
entrepreneurs on huge mobile phones and guys on sanlunche laden 
with monitors and printers in Zhongguancun IT district. I also took 
random photos of everyday things like noodle shops and ear clean-
ing spoons. In a taxi on the way to a tech company in Shanghai, I saw 
these men working on the pilings for the new elevated highway, told 
the driver to pull over, jumped out into the street and shot about half a 
roll of these guys, who happened to be beautifully arranged across the 
scaffolding. Again, not exactly on topic, but somewhat appropriate for a 
story that was ultimately titled ‘The Great Firewall of China.’” 

>

> >
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Hong Kong, 2011 
“For a city profile of Hong Kong, I would look for elements 
of ancient Chinese culture organically mixed in with modern 
urban life. Once, when I was photographing fortune tellers on 
the street, a large group of photo enthusiasts also gathered 
around, speaking mainland Mandarin. We started chatting and 
they told me that this kind of traditional activity was very hard 
to find on the Chinese mainland, even just across the border in 
Guangdong. To see really old Chinese ways, they said, you have 
to go outside of the Chinese mainland. The same goes for these 
small porcelain statuettes of the goddess Kwun Yam (Cantonese 
for Guanyin), cemented to the salt-splashed rocks near Aberdeen 
Harbor to keep fishermen and sailors safe at sea.”  

Guangxi, Sanjiang, 2015 
“I usually work with a big, chunky Nikon DSLR, so it is 
liberating to sometimes shoot with my iPhone, as with 
this portrait of a Dong minority woman in Guangxi 
whose right hand, like many women in her village, was 
dyed blue from dipping cloth in vats of indigo all day. 
Almost all of my other shots were with her eyes open, 
but then she blinked and, of course, this is the best 
one. When I posted this picture on my (rarely updated) 
Instagram account, I cropped off the bottom to make 
it square, not realizing that without her wrists in the 
frame it looks like it could be someone else’s hand. 
One imaginative commenter noted that she thought it 
was a gorilla’s hand caressing the woman’s cheek, but 
couldn’t understand why it was blue.”

Beijing, 2013 
“When I lived in the suburbs of Beijing, flatbed trucks 
would appear every spring near the supermarket on my 
street, carrying full-grown trees with their roots packed 
in dirt and wrapped in big green mesh bags, strangely 
shaped rocks the size of minivans and carefully grafted 
decorative plants like this one. Everything was for sale. 
It was one of those situations I passed by maybe a hun-
dred times before I thought to bring my camera. To me it 
seemed like a surreal expression of the human desire to 
displace and control nature.”

>

>

>
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Beijing, 2004 
“As the 21st century began, the big socio-economic 
trend was the transition from mass export production 
to heavy domestic consumption, as the working class 
became the middle class and demanded more con-
sumer choice. As a longtime Beijing resident, this was 
easily noticeable as more and better products became 
available, including international brands. Instead of 
two kinds of biscuits, there were 30. Packaging was 
much more attractive. Toilet paper made huge improve-
ments.”     

Shenzhen, 2010 
“I first visited the Shenzhen urban village of 
Wuwucun in 2005, and met the families from 
Sichuan living in this low row of Qing dynasty 
buildings. Most of the women made Reebok 
athletic shoes at the nearby Taiwanese-run fac-
tory. When I returned to Wuwucun five years 
later, I was surprised that these migrants were 
still there. Many had no intention of returning 
to Sichuan any time soon. The biggest difference 
was that they were now making New Balance 
shoes instead of Reebok. The kids ran in and out 
of each others’ tiny houses, which had cheap TV 
sets (saving for a real apartment) and homey 
touches like meat hanging from the ceiling. A 
young woman wore her best pink coat on her 
day off from the sneaker assembly line where her 
mother also worked.” 

>

>
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Guangdong, Taishan, 1990 
“My mother’s father built this house in Guangdong’s 
Taishan county with his brothers before moving to 
Chicago for good in the 1920s. Taishan is known as 
the ‘Home of the Overseas Chinese.’  When I arrived 
back there more than 60 years later, my cousin held 
my hand as he walked me along the paths between 
the rice paddies and through the narrow lanes of the 
village. He showed me a cow purchased with money 
sent back from the States and introduced me to his 
grandfather, who never made it there. He burned in-
cense and hell money to let the ancestors know I had 
returned. It was a strange experience when he led me 
into the house of an elderly woman (whose relation 
to my family I’m still not certain), and once my eyes 
adjusted to the dark, to see photos of my Chicago 
aunts and uncles scattered among the other pictures 
on her walls.”

>
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Zhejiang, Lishui, 2006 
“Photography took me on many long road trips across China, inevitably driving through many places I had never 
heard of. The cab driver might say, ‘Oh, this is a small third- or fourth-tier city, with about two and half million 
people’ – which would be a top 10 city in the US, nearly twice the size of Dallas. To be sure, city populations are 
figured differently than in the States, but even still, it’s a reminder about the incredible speed and scale of urban 
growth in China. To this end, I spent a year photographing in one of these lower-tier cities on the rise:  Lishui, a 
big producer of man-made leather, with a new train station, a high-speed freeway to Wenzhou and a McDonald’s.  

“Who builds these infrastructure milestones? People like this migrant construction worker from Hunan, 
shown sleeping on the floor with his girlfriend, whom he had met at their last stop on the boomtown circuit. 
They shared a tiny rented apartment that cost RMB120 per month with four other guys from Hunan. Lishui’s 
building boom included a cinema, but they and other workers were much more likely to stay in the construction 
zone and watch free outdoor screenings of action movies.”

Sichuan, Fuling, 2003 
“Peter Hessler’s classic 2001 memoir River Town covers 
his teaching days along the banks of the Yangtze at Fuling 
Teachers College. Four years after leaving Fuling in 1998, 
he returned to give a lecture at the college about his book, 
which had been reviewed recently in the Chinese press. 
He also wanted to observe the rapid modernization of the 
town, as well as see the area one more time before the im-
minent completion of Three Gorges Dam would submerge 
much of it in water, ultimately raising the river level 177 
meters. He wrote about this visit in Time magazine.

“I was lucky enough to be able to do the photographs 
for a number of Peter’s stories when he was reporting 
from China, including this one. Working with him was an 
incredible blessing, for the places and people he intro-
duced me to and his keen insight into what he saw. It was 
also a giant curse, because he has the ability to find magic 
in the most bland, non-visual situations that are impos-
sible to photograph as well as he writes. Fuling, however, 
was a great place for pictures, both vibrant and peaceful. 
Any problems with images like these students reviewing 
English tapes are the photographer’s alone.”

>

>

F E A T U R E  |  C I T Y
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SPOTLIGHTCLAIRE YAN
Founder of Cobbler’s Suggest
By Cristina Ng

“When cobblers no longer need to worry about 
their livelihood, they can focus on the quality”

Entrepreneur Claire Yan damaged a lot of pairs 
of shoes while running around Shanghai’s 
rough concrete streets. When she struggled 
to find a dependable cobbler’s shop, she drew 
on her marketing background to solve this 
problem with an app and personal delivery 
service that repairs shoes, bags and other 
leather goods. Since founding her unique 
business in 2016, Cobbler’s Suggest has 
repaired over 2,000 pairs of men’s and 13,000 
pairs of women’s shoes. The environmental 
and social benefits of her startup caught the 
attention of the Cartier Women’s Initiative 
Awards (CWIA), who named her as a finalist 
this year. We caught up with her to discuss her 
work and find out how to repair our favorite 
pair of heels.

Congratulations on being selected from 
among 2,900 applicants as a finalist for 
the CWIA 2019. What has it been like to go 
through the process and become part of 
the laureate community?

Thank you very much! I am very grateful and 
honored to be selected as it carries credibility 
and is a reminder of how far we have come. 
It’s also great motivation to keep up the good 
work going forward, because we are a start-
up and recognition from the public is a reas-
surance that we are doing the right thing. 

This year’s theme was ‘The Ripple Effect’ 
– can you tell us how that applies to your 
business? 

The Ripple Effect means starting with some-
thing small that generates greater impact lat-
er on. We began as a simple idea that brought 
change to the artisans that work with us. For 
example, our head of craftsmanship came to 
us with excellent skills, but he was shy and 
lacked confidence. After one year with us, 
he told a CCTV reporter, “Before people only 
believed that Swiss watchmakers are great 
craftsmen, but today I believe we can become 
great craftsmen by fixing shoes and bags 
through Cobbler’s Suggest.” 

What is your social mission?

We are in it to save the industry and the 
products. The traditional model of artisans 
running a small shop in major cities is dying. 
If cobblers are unemployed or pushed out of 
the city, the industry and the craftsmanship 
are lost. Our services provide stable jobs to 
these artisans and encourage sustainable 
consumption behavior. 

Why is that important to you?

I felt it was the right thing to do, and the only 
thing that can make Cobbler’s Suggest work. 
My background is as an advertising gal, which 
usually means dealing with a brand. A strong 
brand is determined by the product and cul-
ture of the company. For Cobbler’s Suggest, 
our product is the quality of repair, and the 
culture is our attitude toward craftsmanship, 
and they are both rooted in the artisans we 
have. We hire them to work with us full-time, 
with a salary, benefits packages and insur-
ance. When cobblers no longer need to worry 
about their livelihood, they can focus on the 
quality of their work. 

What about the environmental benefits of 
your service?

Well, that’s actually a side benefit of encour-
aging sustainable consumption. When we 
started, we set out to protect craftsmanship, 
and along the way, products are saved and 
are kept away from the landfill. In terms of 
waste management, repairing and recycling 
instead of replacing is a much better choice.

If I want to repair a pair of shoes, what is 
the process like? 

The standard process is to follow our WeChat 
account, and then you can go to our order-
ing app where you identify the problem, and 
place orders accordingly. Next, pickup service 

is arranged to send your items to a repair 
center.  Within 15 days the process is com-
pleted, and your shoes sent back.

I have a pair of Prada heels that my dog 
chewed up, can you help me fix them? 

Of course, we would love to help.  We have 
a service just for problems like this listed as 
‘renovation of major wounds’ under ‘special 
repair’ on our app. 

What shoe material is the most difficult to 
salvage? 

Satin and suede can be very tricky when they 
get dirty, and also very tough to fix when they 
are scratched. We recommend that you watch 
the weather report before going out in shoes 
made of satin or suede, and don’t wear them 
on bumpy roads. 

What’s the next step for you and your 
company after receiving this honor?

We want to leverage it to increase awareness 
about our service and to win more business-
to-business clients. The entire experience 
with CWIA is nothing but inspiring.  From 
now on, I have 20 wonderful sisters, mentors 
and friends to talk with as well as a network 
for management, consulting and fundraising, 
which is very helpful for growing the company. 

Dongxie.com, WeChat ID: cobblerssuggest



STYLE RADAR

OVERHEARD

 “Every year after I watch the 
Met Gala, I lament that I know 
nothing about fashion”
… writes one Weibo user after seeing the 
extreme getups donned by fashion icons 
like Lady Gaga last month at the glamorous 
fundraiser held annually for the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York. The theme at 
this year’s biggest fashion event was ‘Camp: 
Notes on Fashion’ – an ode to exaggeration 
and the unnatural – which worried Chinese 
netizens after disappointing attempts were 
made by Chinese invitees to embody 2018’s 
imaginative concept of Catholicism. This time, 
guests included vocalist Li Yuchun, singer-
songwriter Lay Zhang and supermodel Liu 
Wen, who did not disappoint, serving more 
daring looks to match the ambiguous theme.

COVET

Dragon Boat Lego Set
Everyone’s favorite boat-focused festival is getting the Lego treatment in the Danish toy com-
pany’s latest bid to appeal to Chinese consumers. The new sets, which were first revealed in 
images leaked by a Macau-based toy shop, feature dragon boats, racers, a spectator stand and 
even a zongzi stall. This is not the first time Lego has released China-themed series; earlier this 
year the toy manufacturer released one for Chinese New Year. Back in 2018, Lego also released 
a very impressive Great Wall of China. 

> lego.com/zh-cn

UNDER THE LENS

Out of Style
At the end of April, Forever 21’s 
Chinese website announced that the 
retailer would be ceasing its online 
operations. 

Shortly after, Tmall and JD.com 
released statements that the afford-
able, trend-savvy clothing store would 
also be taken off their respective 
platforms. Forever 21’s decision to 
pull out of the online retail market 
in China was directly influenced by 
its current “marketing strategy” and 
“brand positioning” within China, ac-
cording to Sina Financial. After the 
news, worries of possible brick-and-
mortar store closures came – and 
with good reason, as Forever 21 had 
already closed several of its stores 
in cities like Tianjin, Hangzhou and 
Beijing at the end of last year, and 
Taipei this past March.

Liu Wen, from her official Instagram

1 8  |  S Z  |  J U N E  2 0 1 9  |  W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M



 L I F E S T Y L E @ U R B A N A T O M Y . C O M

You’re a foreigner in a foreign land with a 
not-so-familiar language, which means find-
ing your way around town can be a daunting 
task (as a newcomer, anyway). In the age of 
mobile map apps, you may think getting lost 
in a major city is impossible; but in China, the 
digital map game’s biggest players – Baidu 
Maps and Amap – have little, if any, English 
or pinyin. Enter: Lost Laowai, a map app that 

aims to help you navigate China – from the 
nation’s biggest cities to the smallest backwa-
ter towns.

A self-professed lover of maps, the app’s 
creator, American expat Jason Stine, com-
pleted the code for the first version of his 
bilingual digital map in March 2017 and, in 
his own words, it was a “super shitty” web-
site. Since he first debuted his laowai-friendly 
map online, Stine has continued to refine the 
program and – based on our usage of Lost 
Laowai over several months – we are reason-
ably impressed with the app.

While there are some minor aspects of the 
program we found frustrating (for example, 

the physical back button on our Huawei P20 
does not work in the app and we must instead 
use the in-app return icon), Lost Laowai is a 
helpful tool for those with limited Chinese lan-
guage skills. We also found the program more 
up to date than Google Maps, likely thanks to 
the fact Lost Laowai is based on Amap – one of 
China’s most popular map apps.

One feature of Lost Laowai we find par-
ticularly useful is the ability to get English-
language directions, which include bus, sub-
way and train routes.

> Lost Laowai is available for iOS and Android devices. 

For the Sichuan hot pot lovers of the world, 
we’ve found a quirky product that’s sure to 
leave your mouth scorched. Leng Suan Ling 
toothpaste company recently teamed up with 
Chengdu-based hot pot chain Xiaolong Kan 
to give customers a dental experience like no 
other. Their new ‘hot pot’ toothpaste has been 
an absolute hit on Tmall, with a 4.9 out of 
5-star rating on the e-commerce platform.

The mouth-numbing dental product 
comes in a set of three sweat-inducing fla-
vors: ‘medium’ spicy, ‘mouth numbing’ spicy 
and ‘challenge your spice level’ spicy. Each 

60-gram tube also includes a chili indicator 
at the top with the mildest measured at two 
chilies and the spiciest measured at five. 

We started with the mildest flavor, which 
had a faint hint of piquant peppers, some-
what resembling a mint-flavored toothpaste, 
but with a slight kick. However, after brushing 
for over a minute a burning sensation began 
to set in. That feeling, though, was weak when 
compared to the ‘mouth numbing’ and ‘chal-
lenge your spice level’ toothpaste – the latter 
of which had us sweating bullets.

But while we can appreciate toothpaste 

that offers something different, let’s face it: 
there’s only one reason you brush your teeth, 
and it’s not to taste hot pot. And even though 
we found the experience riveting as far as  
oral hygiene experiences go, our teeth hon-
estly didn’t feel any cleaner by the end of it, 
making it a fun gift for a friend, but probably 
not the best tool to avoid cavities. 

> Three packs of hot pot toothpaste can be purchased 

on Taobao for RMB126 (prices vary depending on seller)

HOT ON TAOBAO

Hot Pot Toothpaste 

TAP THAT APP

Lost Laowai 
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Eight of the Hottest 
Facekinis for Summer 
Compiled by Valerie Osipov 

Sundancer
RMB137.5
facekini.com

Aloha
RMB63.80
jd.com

Peacock Feathers
RMB137.5
facekini.com

That scorching summer sun is 
unforgiving – face the heat in style 
at China’s beaches with these trendy 
swimming masks.

Rainbow Leopard
RMB137.5
facekini.com
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Starry Sky
RMB79
jd.com

Butterfly
RMB50.88
taobao.com

Amoeba
RMB137.5
facekini.com

Aloha
RMB63.80
jd.com

USA
RMB137.5
facekini.com
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THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE 
TO CHENGDU
Make the Most of Your Trip to China’s Gateway to the West

A gateway to China’s expansive West, 
with a population of 10 million, 
Chengdu is the third-most populous 

city in western China. A major economic and 
transit hub for the country, it also serves as 
a smooth entry point into scenic Sichuan 
province. 

Dating back over 4,000 years, Chengdu 
is the only major city in China that has kept 
its original name and location throughout 
history. It served as the capital of China for a 
short period after the fall of Nanjing in 1937. 
While it’s not as well-known as metropolises 
like Beijing or Shanghai to those from out-
side of China, Chengdu is one of the most 
bustling and rapidly growing cities in the 
country. 

In recent years, Chengdu has attracted 
hundreds of Fortune 500 companies to set 

up branches there, and the city is quickly 
becoming more relevant on the international 
stage. Chengdu Shuangliu International 
Airport has even been named as one of the 
30 busiest airports in the world, while a new 
and even larger airport is scheduled to open 
in 2020. 

For tourists, there’s no shortage of sites 
in Chengdu. From fascinating museums to 
extensive Taoist temples, the city is full of 
things to see and do. Perhaps one of the 
most popular sites, drawing in crowds from 
around the world, is the giant panda sanc-
tuary, where you can see these peaceful 
creatures interact in a natural conservation 
center. 

Chengdu is the epicenter for culture in 
the West, encompassing the best that the 
area has to offer in both entertainment and 

cuisine. An experience not to be missed is 
Sichuan opera, which combines dancing, 
miming, singing and the popular art of face-
changing. 

The people of Chengdu take food very 
seriously and the city was named a UNESCO 
City of Gastronomy in 2010. The signature 
aroma and flavor of Sichuan’s spicy dishes 
– many of which are cooked with Sichuan 
peppercorn – can be found on every corner 
of the city. 

Here are our recommendations for 
dishes to eat, sites to see and things to 
do in this ever-growing city. And heck, if 
Chengdu isn’t enough for you, we’ve thrown 
in a guide to Jiuzhaigou National Park for 
good measure!
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Leshan Giant Buddha 
Although the Leshan Giant Buddha is about 120 kilometers outside of the 
capital of Sichuan, it is still a must-see tourist site when visiting Chengdu 
– especially since the Chengdu-Leshan Highway and passenger rail ser-
vices offer convenient transportation options for visitors. The Leshan Giant 
Buddha is the largest stone Buddha in the world, and was built between 
713-803 CE. The 71-meter-tall statue depicts Maitreya and was named a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1996, along with the Mount Emei Scenic 
Area. If you’re not in the mood to wait in line with the crowds to see stat-
ues, visit one of the nearby water taxi stations on the road and they will be 
able to take you out on the water to see the site from further away. 

Chengdu Panda Research Base 
of Giant Panda Breeding 
This might not be the only place to see pandas in the world, 
but it’s certainly the largest and arguably the best: visitors can 
view a collective 60 or so bears at closer ranges than would be 
possible elsewhere. While pandas are China’s national symbol, 
these creatures are actually only native to Sichuan, Gansu and 
Shaanxi provinces. Just 10 kilometers from downtown, this con-
servatory recreates the natural habitat in which this vulnerable 
species lives and breeds, including a beautiful bamboo forest 
with over 10,000 bamboo trees to meet the pandas’ dietary 
needs. Visitors get to watch these massive cuddly animals from 
a safe distance as they lounge and play with one another. If 
you’re lucky, you may even get to see newborn baby pandas too. 
There is also a museum, research laboratory and training center 
to check out.

Sichuan Opera 
An evening of watching brightly costumed performers ‘face-
change’ and breathe fire is often scheduled into tours in 
Sichuan. If you’re striking out on your own, Shufeng Yayun is a 
local favorite for not only opera, but also tea, handicrafts and a 
showcase of other traditional entertainment, like shadow pup-
petry. Another popular spot is the evocatively named Kuanzhai 
Xiangzi, or ‘Wide and Narrow Alleys’ neighborhood, which has 
a dedicated subway station on Line 4. Teahouse-theater Xilai 
Shuyun Yuan is here, as are a wide array of bars and restaurants 
for after-show snacking.

Jinli Pedestrian Street 
Some might consider this street, which mashes to-
gether historic architecture and antique offerings 
with hotels, bars, restaurants and more, a tourist trap. 
Others would counter that it’s fun, not to mention 
photogenic. Stroll through narrow alleys that remain 
brightly lit throughout the night; pick from skewered, 
steamed or fried street food; visit Wuhouci Ancestral 
Temple (RMB60 entry); or shop for ancient-looking 
souvenirs – Jinli has it all. There’s even nightlife to 
be had, if you don’t mind entering garishly neon-lit 
pavilion buildings to find it. Do keep in mind that the 
street gets packed over weekends and holidays, so 
schedule accordingly.
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Destination

Luxury, Relaxation and 
Tons of Perks at Niccolo 
Chengdu

Looking for an exclusive and luxurious stay in 
Chengdu? Then look no further than Niccolo 
Chengdu. 

Located at Chengdu’s celebrated International 
Finance Square (IFS), a highly desirable and fashion-
able address within Chunxi Road Business District, 
Niccolo’s prime real estate allows guests to effort-
lessly travel to all of the city’s hottest spots, and even 
destinations further afield.  

Seasoned and discerning travelers will be wowed 

by the hotel’s 230 spacious and chic guestrooms 
and suites, which range in size from 45 to 200 
square meters. With fashion-inspired interiors by 
leading designers, featuring natural textiles and 
leathers in subtle earth tones, there’s an understated 
sophistication to all guestrooms. 

Wake up each morning to a bountiful breakfast 
at the stylish Niccolo Kitchen restaurant, before hit-
ting IFS for a shopping spree. All guests can enjoy 
a one-day pass to enjoy discounts at a number of 
designated stores, as well as free panda shuttle bus 
service to some of Chengdu’s hottest tourist spots. 

Cap off an eventful day on the town by pamper-
ing yourself at one of the hotel’s four elegant dining 
venues.

Jiuzhaigou

In 1992, Jiuzhaigou was named a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, and it’s not hard to see 
why. Named after the nine Tibetan villages it 
encompasses, the area is packed with eerily-
colorful, natural waterscapes and lush forests. 
In autumn, when the trees turn red and gold, 
tourists flood the region to near-capacity, 
making hotel and flight bookings difficult. 

Thankfully, Jiuzhaigou’s massive popu-
larity means that tours – English-speaking 
ones to boot – are widely available over the 
rest of the year. Whether or not you hire a 
guide, though, getting rides on a sightseeing 
bus (around RMB90 for a day pass) will ease 
your trip around the area’s 100 or so pools 
and five major waterfalls. 

The Jiuzhaigou area is made up of 
three interlinked valleys: Shuzheng, Rize and 
Zechawa. Shuzheng hosts many of the park’s 
main attractions, including a 300-meter-wide 
waterfall and 19 multicolored, terraced lakes. 
Rize, known for being a natural habitat for 
pandas (although sightings are rare), boasts 
a pool surrounded by bamboo, while high-
altitude Zechawa is home to the vivid ‘Five-
Colored Lake.’ 

It’s a lot to take in, which is why some 
opt to take it slow by hiking: although the 

park doesn’t allow visitors to camp, trails do lead 
through all of the valleys. If you set out early and 
buy a bus pass, you can traverse either Shuzheng 
and Zechawa or Rize alone (an 18-kilometer trail) 
in six to seven hours, busing it back to the en-
trance before the park closes at 6pm. 

Be sure to time your trip carefully, as the park 
opens at 8am during the off-season (November 16 
– March 31), an hour later than peak season times. 
Ticket prices are much more reasonable, however, 
costing only RMB90 for a two-day pass compared 
to RMB220 per day in the summer and fall. 

If you’re planning to spend three or more days 
in the area, you may also want to allot a half-day 
or more for Huanglong National Park, only a cou-
ple hours’ bus ride away and also boasting pretty 
lakes and waterfalls. Like Jiuzhaigou, prices are 
also much more reasonable during the off-season, 
costing RMB60 versus RMB200 in peak season.

How to Get There 
Buses leave from Xinnanmen 

(RMB138) and Chadianzi stations 

(RMB123) in Chengdu, but take 

roughly eight hours. Eight-and-a-half-

hour buses (RMB98) also leave from 

Dujiangyan Panda Base, where elderly 

and sick pandas are cared for. Planes 

from Chengdu to Jiuzhai Huanglong 

Airport are only one hour, but buses 

to Jiuzhaigou (RMB45 one-way) take 

an additional hour. Prices vary but are 

generally upwards of RMB1,000.

Rate includes:
•Luxurious accommodation

•Daily breakfast

•25% off food in all outlets, 
excluding room service

•Late check-out until 3pm, 
subject to hotel availability

•IFS One Day Pass Package 
(per room per stay)

  
Booking Period: 

now till August 31, 2019
Reservation: +86 28 82208888

Location: Tower 3, IFS, No.1, 
Section 3, Hongxing Road, Jinjiang 
District, Chengdu, Sichuan 610021

> www.niccolohotels.com

2 4  |  S Z  |  J U N E  2 0 1 9  |  W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M



Dry-fried Green 
Beans 
Restaurants all over China and the world fea-
ture this vegetable dish on their menus, but 
not all do it right. To reach the proper level 
of crispness, the beans are first thoroughly 
dried, then tossed in a wok with numbing 
Sichuan peppercorns, dried chilies and mor-
sels of meat. The result isn’t always pretty, but 
lip-smacking spice and the unique crunchy 
texture more than make up for it. 

Meat and Vegetable Skewers in 
Chili Oil  
This hotpot-like street food snack isn’t for the faint of stomach. Diners 
choose various skewered meats and vegetables to be cooked in a broth 
that’s heavy on oil and laden with mouth-numbing spices. Once done, 
they can be dipped in even more flavoring – a dry mix of peanuts, chili 
powder and cilantro are preferred – or eaten as is.

Chen Mapo Tofu 
If you’re a fan of this mouth-numbing crowd-
pleaser, you’ll want to pay homage at the 
shop where it (allegedly) all started. True or 
not, the story of the ‘pockmarked granny’ 
behind the dish has made the Chen chain 
famous, a reputation it’s upheld with taste-
bud-kicking pride. There are no medium-
spicy morsels to be found here; instead, tofu, 
ground beef and leeks are drenched in a 
hot, oily broth and then sprinkled with more 
numbing pepper. The chain’s milder gongbao 
chicken is another popular pick, as is the 
Sichuan-style dandanmian. 

> #10-12, 10 Qinghua Lu, Qingyang District 青羊区青华
路10号附10-12号 (028-8731 7216, 028-8731 5047)

Looking for more expert 
guides to China’s biggest 
cities and hottest destina-
tions? Scan the QR code 

now to purchase our Explore 
China travel guide, which of-
fers insider tips, detailed city 

guides and awesome 
day trips.

Laomatou Hot Pot 
Looking for death by slow-burning chili heat? 
This popular chain specializes in it. Select 
slices of beef, goose, seafood and more to 
dip in a simmering pot of concentrated spice, 
similar to the skewers mentioned above. 
The main differences is, at an average of 
RMB100 a meal, the hot pot edition not only 
has better-quality ingredients but is also less 
likely to result in a frantic run to the toilet. 
Plus, if your courage fails you, Laomatou of-
fers a ‘yin yang’ hot pot with both peppery 
and non-spicy soup. 

> 2/F, 51 Hongxing Lu Section Four, Jinjiang District 锦江
区红星路四段51号二楼 (028-8666 6920)

C
H

E
N

G
D

U

W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J U N E  2 0 1 9  |  S Z  |  2 5



ARTS Radio Free Asia
Online Radio Stations Are Spreading 
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Movie Releases
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DRUMROLL

BLOODZ BOI
The Beijing-Based Rapper Bares his 
Bones
By Bryan Grogan

In just the past six months, Beijing-based underground 
rapper and vocalist Bloodz Boi has dropped a series of 
tracks that have captured the attention and imagination 
of listeners around the world. While he has teamed up 
with the likes of Organ Tapes, Darcy Baylis, YVNCC and 
Mixed Matches, trying out a multitude of new styles, 
Bloodz Boi is far from happy. With a distant plan to leave 
the commercial plains of Chinese rap music behind and 
move to the US, Bloodz Boi’s social media presence, on 
sites like Twitter and Weibo, has been off the charts. With 
a split EP with YVNCC set to drop in the coming months, 
and a shoegaze indie album with Australian musician 
Darcy Baylis also not too far off in the future, Bloodz Boi 
is a name you will certainly be hearing more of. Here he 
tells us his thoughts on China’s underground rap scene, his 
favorite type of music and more.

You came up with Puzzy Stack in the 
Beijing underground bass scene helping to 
found S!LK club nights. How much involve-
ment do you have with S!LK these days? 

Me and Puzzy have been friends since we 
were kids. I told him about this underground 
music scene and he’s doing really well now. 
He is DJing and promoting and right now he 
is a really famous underground DJ in China. 
When I began to focus more on my music, I 
didn’t have as much time to spend on pro-
moting shows or booking artists anymore. Me 
and Puzzy have the same taste in music, and 
sometimes I’ll recommend an artist to him 
and he will try to book that artist in Beijing. 
But right now, Puzzy Stack is 100% in charge 
of S!LK. 

As a heavily tattooed rapper in China, how 
much more difficult is it to operate?

I never wanted to be fake; I don’t fuck with 
that. I think I’ll never perform at something 
like a music festival, because the organizers 
of those events need to check your lyrics, 
your ideas blah blah blah. And because I am 
not an idol, I don’t have fans who can pay 
RMB100 to go to a festival to see me. 

Right now underground electronic music 
is getting stronger, but DIY rap is strug-
gling. Why do you think that is?

China doesn’t have an underground culture. 
It’s not the real underground, it’s just people 
fucking around. I create my music, I can say 
that I’m the king of underground rap, but 
what can I get, more followers on Weibo? The 
mainstream doesn’t like me, and my listeners 
don’t want to pay for tickets to go to my show. 

Your releases have followed a lot of differ-
ent styles. You make trap, emo rap, dance-
hall and you have plans now to drop a 
shoegaze album with Darcy Baylis. How do 
you choose the style of music you release?

I am very confused right now. I don’t know 
what I should do. I have a lot of producers 
who are getting in touch with me; people I 
never thought would want to produce my 
music. All of these producers make different 
kinds of music, though. I can sing, I can rap 
on every type of beat. It’s a problem to me, 
because I don’t want to be an emo rapper. 
I want to find more. My followers in China 
love that so much; they know me as an emo 
rapper, but I almost want to delete all of my 
emo rap songs from my Netease and Xiami 

accounts. Now I want to try some new trap 
music. With Darcy, that’s a side project, so I 
think I can only do that once. I have more op-
portunities with trap music. 

You said on Twitter a while ago that you 
have a lot of unreleased tracks that you 
are waiting to drop. You have the EP and 
album on the way (both unnamed, as of 
now), can you tell us more about those?

The EP is almost done. It’s me and YVNCC; it’s 
kind of like experimental trap. The music is 
trap, but the melody is totally weird I think. 
We tried to do something fresh. The EP will 
have six songs, and we’re still deciding on the 
name. The album with Darcy is an indie rock, 
shoegaze album that will have six or eight 
songs. We’ll release a track before the album 
comes out and we’re working on the single 
for the album now. That’s my side project. 
I’m also influenced by rock music a lot and I 
really wanted to sing over a guitar. Darcy can 
play a pretty good guitar melody, so I just put 
my voice over it.

Check out Bloodz Boi’s Soundcloud at soundcloud.com/

bloodzboi4life



COLL AGE

HAO BU HAO

JUNE
14

JUNE
6

COMING TO A THEATER NEAR YOU

TRANSCRIBED

Dark Phoenix
Sophie Turner, or Sansa Stark as viewers may 
know her, returns to our screens this month hot 
on the heels of the last-ever episode of Game of 
Thrones. This latest film in the X-Men series sees 
Turner once again take on the role of Jean Grey, 
but with a twist this time. Affected by a solar 
flare in outer space, Jean Grey becomes Dark 
Phoenix, an uncontrollably corrupt alter ego. 

“I am really very hungry 
Big Brother Wu, when 
will you open the noodle 
house?”
That’s what Rocket Girls 101 member Yang 
Chaoyue commented beneath a video of Kris 
Wu’s performance in Beijing, as part of his ‘Alive Tour’ last month, in reference to Wu’s recent 
song, ‘Big Bowl Noodle Soup.’ Fans of the two pop stars were delighted when Wu responded, 
telling Yang, “I’ll invite you to eat when it’s open.” Pretty innocent, right? Well, fans on Weibo 
quickly began to hypothesize about whether the duo are now a couple, causing much delight and 
gossip online in the ensuing hours. 

Hao 
A total of seven Chinese films were shown during the 
Tribeca Film Festival at the end of April and beginning 
of May, while two Chinese films were shown at Cannes 
Film Festival during the month of May. Among the 
Tribeca Film Festival inclusions was A Kid From Coney 
Island, a US/China co-production which tells the story 
of former New York Knicks and Beijing Ducks basket-
ball star, Stephon Marbury. Much anticipated among the 
Cannes Film Festival inclusions was Diao Yinan’s The 
Wild Goose Lake, which transports viewers in a noirish 
re-imagining of South China. Men in Black: International 

The Men in Black franchise gets a spinoff this 
month with Thor’s Chris Hemsworth and Tessa 
Thompson joining the fray to lead the cast of 
this latest film in the series, in which our sights 
turn to the London division of the international 
alien-fighting organization. After a series of alien 
attacks, the pair are forced to travel all over the 
globe searching for the culprits. 

Bu Hao
A movie theater in Lishui, Zhejiang province showed 
moviegoers images of folks from the city’s Liandu district 
who have been blacklisted for avoiding debt repayment, 
according to What’s on Weibo. The ‘trailer’ was shown 
before a screening of the hugely successful Avengers: 
End Game, and also informed the audience of what un-
fortunate blacklisted citizens can expect, including be-
ing banned from traveling by air or by high-speed train. 
Around 300 people out of the 5,478 people included on 
the blacklist have been shown on cinema screens, public 
LED screens and on buildings, with 80 of the 300 subse-
quently complying with the court. 
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  WHAT’S NEW

iQiyi CEO Gong Yu told CNBC that the success-
ful streaming company is planning to spend the 
next two-three years focusing on creating origi-
nal film content for their platform. Just as Netflix 
has seen success with original movies like Roma 
and Bird Box in 2018, iQiyi want the leading movies on their website to be made 
internally. While this does represent the potential for a larger profit margin, it also 
shows the continued evolution of China’s movie market. 

Yue Yunpeng 
Yue Yunpeng is China’s answer to American funnyman Zach Galifianakis. Much like The Hangover 
star, Yue Yunpeng began his career as a comedian, before going on to host TV shows and star in 
blockbuster films. As a xiangsheng, or Chinese crosstalk, performer, Yue has garnered a legion of 
followers with his distinctive and peculiar style, oftentimes portraying illiterate and somewhat 
idiotic characters. Here, we give you five fast facts about Yue Yunpeng. 

A Rough Start 
Fame didn’t come overnight for ol’ Yue. He started 
his working life at the tender age of 14; first work-
ing as a doorman in Beijing, before becoming a 
welder and then a dishwasher and waiter at a noo-
dle restaurant. 

‘Little Yueyue’ 
Affectionately referred to as ‘Little Yueyue,’ Yue 
began his Chinese crosstalk career back in 2005. 
While establishing himself in the Chinese stage 
tradition, he initially participated in productions 
that targeted younger audiences. 

The Song of the Fifth Ring 
Yue’s rendition of this popular Chinese song is ri-
diculous, for lack of a better term, but people abso-
lutely love it. Titled ‘The Song of the Fifth Ring,’ it 
features such memorable lines as, “Ah… Fifth Ring, 
you’re one ring more than the Fourth Ring; Ah… 
Fifth Ring, you’re one ring less than the Sixth Ring.”

Chinese SNL Host 
Last June, Saturday Night Live got a Chinese makeover, broadcasting 
on Youku for 10 episodes. Co-hosted by Yue, the first season of Chinese 
SNL (Zhou Liu Ye Xian Chang) was well-received by audiences, who lit-
erally LOL’d at his witty jabs and punch lines. 

A Penny Pincher 
In an interview published two years ago, Yue portrayed himself as “a 
small star from a rural village” when explaining why he is often seen in 
casual clothing. “After leading a hard life for a long time, I hate to part 
with my money, because I know it’s hard to earn it.” 

SINO CELEB 
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It’s no secret that China’s film business is 
booming. While the Middle Kingdom is 
currently contributing to some tremen-

dously large profits by major blockbusters 
like the Avengers series, young and upcom-
ing independent filmmakers have also been 
making their mark both domestically and 
around the world at festivals like Cannes, 
Tribeca, Berlin Film Festival and plenty of 
others. 

Alongside this running trend, point to 
incoming films like Roma and Capernaum, 
as well as Bohemian Rhapsody (brought to 
China by the National Alliance of Arthouse 
Cinemas) and we can see that China’s ap-
petite for cinema has become much more 

diverse. It’s not just superhero films and 
mega-blockbusters, but stories that offer a 
varied view on life around the world. 

China itself has never been a country 
bereft of cinematic talent. As directors from 
such diverse parts of the country as Tibet, 
Inner Mongolia, Guizhou and Shaanxi ply 
their trade, they have helped to shine a 
light on the stories that make up the lives of 
minorities in these lesser-seen and lesser-
heard-from parts of the country. 

As such, it is tremendously hard to nar-
row this list down to just 10 people, and it 
does not by any stretch capture the 10 best 
directors in the country because, you know, 
that’s subjective. But here’s 10 we recom-
mend you check out.

Bi Gan
Director of one of our favorite controversial 
films of the year, Long Day’s Journey Into Night, 
Bi Gan has thus far brought viewers on deeply 
beautiful visual journeys through his home 
province, Guizhou, while also shining a light on 
ethnic minorities that populate cities like Bi’s 
hometown, Kaili. Bi has become notorious for 
his dreamy, extended single-shot takes and his 
preoccupation with depictions of dreams, as 
seen in Kaili Blues and later Long Day’s Journey. 
While the latter was featured in the Un Certain 
Regard section at the 71st Cannes Film Festival 
in 2018, Kaili Blues earned Bi the award for 
Best New Director at the prestigious Golden 
Horse Awards in 2015. 

10 AWESOME INDIE 
FILMMAKERS IN 
CHINA
By Bryan Grogan

A R T S  |  F I L M
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Diao Yinan
Diao Yinan’s fourth feature film, the much-anticipated 
Wild Goose Lake, appeared at this year’s Cannes Film 
Festival. The Shaanxi director is another who explores 
the less-documented factions of Chinese society, this 
time placing his focus on a member of a biker gang in 
South China. Based on stills we have seen of the film, 
Diao takes viewers into a neon-lit, pitch-dark version of 
South China. Previously, Diao teamed up with Vivian Qu, 
who acted as producer, on his previous film, Black Coal, 
Thin Ice, which is set in the extreme North of China, in 
Heilongjiang, where detectives come across dismem-
bered body parts in coal shipments. 

Lisa Zi Xiang
In her debut feature film, A Dog Barking at the Moon, Lisa Zi Xiang focuses on women who have unwittingly 
married gay men, and the emotional fallout that results when they find out these marital secrets. Showing 
this year at the Inside Out Toronto LGBT Film Festival, alongside the likes of a depiction of Armistead 
Maupin’s seminal Tales of the City by Alan Poul, A Dog Barking at the Moon also received a special jury prize 
earlier this year at the Berlin Film Festival. The title of the film is a poetic reference to the pointlessness of a 
daughter’s efforts to encourage her mismatched parents to get a divorce. 

 Vivian Qu
Born and raised in Beijing, Vivian Qu relocated to New York in 
the ’90s, where she studied art, history and fine arts. She has 
made a name for herself as a director and producer, with two 
directorial credits to her name, Trap Street and Angels Wear 
White, both of which were made in the Chinese language and 
appeared at the Venice International Film Festival. The first, 
Trap Street, focuses on a map-maker in South China trying to 
track down a woman using a network of CCTV cameras that he 
has installed, while the second, Angels Wear White, again takes 
a critical look at the use of surveillance cameras, this time in 
relation to the recording of a sexual crime.  

F I L M  |  A R T S
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Cai Chengjie
The Widowed Witch, Cai Chengjie’s first full-length release, caused quite a stir 
when it was released in 2018 and marked this young director’s arrival on the 
scene with a film that was praised for its intriguing plot. It sees a thrice-wid-
owed woman, who town locals believe to be cursed, rebrand herself as a shaman 
in North China. The Widowed Witch snagged an award at the Rotterdam Film 
Festival, and marked Cai as one to watch, with a real flair for crafting intelligent, 
funny and quirky storylines that comment on China today. 

Zhang Dalei
Zhang Dalei’s debut feature film, Summer is Gone, is shot in black and white 
and centers around a young boy growing up in a town in Inner Mongolia. 
The nostalgic nature of this filming technique, set alongside the episte-
mological narrative and the ever-changing nature of society in China, won 
Zhang a lot of fans, and also garnered the film the award for best feature 
at the Golden Horse Awards in 2016. Staying with the theme of seasons, 
Zhang’s follow-up was called In Winter and follows a man who is saved by 
his friends after a suicide attempt, who later decides to go in search of his 
ex-girlfriend after an encounter with a Russian singer in a bar.  

Xin Yukun
After the release of 2014’s The Coffin in the Mountain, Xin 
Yukun’s first full-length feature, the director garnered a ton of 
fans around the world and positioned himself as one of the lead-
ing voices of China’s new cinematic generation. The Coffin in 
the Mountain won big at China’s own art house awards – FIRST 
International Film Festival – as well as at the Venice International 
Film Festival and the Warsaw Film Festival. Xin followed up on 
his debut with The Wrath of Silence, an intriguing story of a mute 
father searching for his missing child, a shepherd in North China. 

A R T S  |  F I L M
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Wei Shujun
Wei Shujun made his Cannes Film Festival debut in 2018 
with On The Border, a short that clocked in at about 15 min-
utes. The film focuses on a Korean teen who decides to leave 
his town but must find his father to ask for money for his 
trip. One of two short-film directors from China, alongside 
Shen Di, to appear at the film festival in 2018, Wei has been 
hailed as one of the most exciting young filmmakers to come 
out of China in recent years. His previous feature, Duck Neck, 
debuted at the Busan Film Festival, with a much more sub-
stantial 93-minute timeline for viewers to work with.

Chloe Zhao
While Beijinger Chloe Zhao is now working 
on an undeniably not-indie film, Marvel’s The 
Eternals, she began her career making suc-
cessful American indies like Songs My Brother 
Taught Me and The Rider. The 37-year-old 
stands apart from other directors on this list, 
as all of her feature films have been rooted 
firmly in the US, where she studied film pro-
duction. Her first feature, Songs My Brother 
Taught Me, revolves around a Native American 
ranch in South Dakota and made appearances 
at Cannes Film Festival, in addition to getting 
nominated for the Independent Spirit Awards. 

F I L M  |  A R T S

Lhapal Gyal
Harking from Tibet, Lhapal Gyal is another on this list whose work 
shines a light on the lives of minorities living in China. He brought 
his first full-length feature film, Wangdrak’s Rain Boots, to the Berlin 
Film Festival last year and received resounding applause from the 
audience. Born in Qinghai, and having studied at the Beijing Film 
Academy, Gyal is one of a number of Tibetan directors who are re-
ceiving praise for their depictions of how life is changing for people 
in the mountainous Southwest region, while also helping to make 
and maintain a record of Tibetan culture. 
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Vanilla Villa  by Sunset Rollercoaster
The latest release from Taiwan-based Sunset Rollercoaster clocks in at just over seven min-
utes, a snack of a soundbite that’s as complex as it is concise. In three distinct scenes of sum-
mer, the tri-track EP moves effortlessly among improvisational funk, indie rock and bossa 
nova and showcases the six-piece band’s impressive range. The opening track is lush, layering 
the tropical sounds of rainsticks with Latin-leaning acoustic guitar, and it quickly establishes 
our expectations for a instrumental-heavy record. ‘Vanilla’ shifts gears, however, and steers us 
straight into a sun-drunk, lyric-forward indie ballad. The record closes with the funky ‘Villa,’ 
the ’80s-influenced rhythms of which are sway-worthy and warm. Their decision to close 
with a 15 second fade-out provides the listener with a thoughtful transition back into reality, 
waking us up from a brief sepia-toned dream. Produced, recorded, mixed and mastered by 
Yuchain Wang at Mori Sound, each of the tracks on Vanilla Villa deserves a place in your sum-
mertime arsenal. 

Listen here: sunset-rollercoaster.bandcamp.com/album/vanilla-villa-ep 

Transpacific Slop  by Cruel Buddhist
Wisconsin-raised and Shanghai-residing DJ Cruel Buddhist (Henry Robinson) has released a 
whopping five albums in the last two years. Transpacific Slop is the latest addition to his rapidly 
growing discography, a chill-hop record he describes as a “wavy soundtrack for the onset of 
summer.” Across its 13 tracks, Cruel Buddhist cultivates soundscapes and curates headspaces 
that are individually distinct but held together by the characteristic sounds that populate his 
brand of low-fidelity beat-making. His mastery of texture and innovative sampling allow for 
novel takes on the lo-fi genre, and the thread he weaves throughout the record is both a nod 
to bygone grooves and totally cutting-edge. Expect rattlesnake samples and erratic jazzy beats 
that allow for shameless head-bobbing for the entirety of the record’s 30-minute duration. 
Signed to Shanghai label Eating Music, Cruel Buddhist will be touring these tracks throughout 
2019, and it’s been said his instrumental live performances are a treat of their own.

Listen here: cruelbuddhist.bandcamp.com/album/transpacific-slop 

Love is Medicine  by Joy Ginger
Chinese producer Joy Ginger once again teams up with Beijing-based Babel Records to create 
Love is Medicine, the title of which makes us think the record is a more romantically optimistic 
follow-up to 2017’s Love is Illusion. This future-pop/electronic crossover record charts its own 
territory with its six diverse tracks speaking to Joy Ginger’s versatility, ranging from the broody 
and sensual ‘Blossom’ to the experimental ‘I’m Down,’ a haunting oracle of a song that combines 
an ethereal choir with eerie samples from everyday life. Though a master of pop and hip-hop, as 
heard on ‘Flouxetine’ and ‘Body in the Air,’ Joy Ginger doesn’t seem to be aiming for mainstream 
dance hits, choosing instead to push boundaries with unexpected texture and intentional nega-
tive space. The front-line presence of Australian pop rapper PRINCI only adds to the record’s 
mature and sultry feel. Ahead of the game and intelligent, Love is Medicine is everything but 
bubblegum. 

Listen here: www.xiami.com/album/2104811176 

Three New  Homegrown Albums on Our Radar  
This Month
By Ellie Dunnigan

CHINA  
MUSIC CORNER
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  RADIO FREE 
A S I A

In April, one of Shanghai’s excellent under-
ground electronic labels, SVBKVLT, made 
an appearance on London-based online 

radio station Rinse FM. Around the same 
time, another London-based music platform, 
Tobago Tracks, released a mix by Shanghai 
producer 33EMYBW. Elsewhere, Groove 
Bunny Records’ Endy Chen made an appear-
ance on NTS London in May, while LA-based 
Dublab played host to Radii China’s Josh 
Feola and Guizhou-born Faded Ghost (aka 
Yehaiyahan) for a set. 

What does it all mean? For the optimists 
among us, it means that China’s under-
ground music is getting much love on the 
international scene. Online radio is increas-
ingly a platform for underground artists to 
spread the word about under-appreciated, or 
lesser-known, scenes, with global platforms 
like Rinse FM, NTS Radio and Dublab leading 
the charge. 

Australian duo China Social Club (Matt 
Hildebrandt and Phil James) have been cu-
rating NTS Live from Shanghai, a monthly, 
four-hour show, for over three years. During 
that time they’ve been integral in bringing 
together a growing community of Shanghai 
electronic artists in one place, with their 
catalogue of broadcasts reading like a who’s 
who of the city’s underground scene.

Talking about an eight-hour broadcast, 

called Crew 2 Crew, which they put on in col-
laboration with Adidas in May, Hildebrandt 
tells us “Something that is really amazing 
about this city is how connected all the crews 
are. You’ll have techno crews, club, grime, 
house, indie all attending each other’s gigs 
and even playing on the same line-ups.” 

China Social Club are at least one reason 
that these crews are cross-pollinating. As 
they see it, there’s little room for negativity, 
and all the need in the world for a supportive 
backbone of artists in the city.

Through their work curating the NTS Live 
from Shanghai broadcast, the duo contact 
and book musicians, transport gear, make the 
promotional art and organize all the promo-
tion and social media. Quite the undertaking 
considering that they do this at least once 
every month.

The rationale behind starting the broad-
cast in the first place, and why it remains 
firmly in place today? It’s fun, it shines a light 
on the Shanghai music scene and they get to 
meet and play music alongside some of their 
favorite artists. 

One of the hallmarks of the NTS Live from 
Shanghai show is its local flavor. While artists 
from outside of Shanghai, like Hong Kong’s 
Alexmalism, South Korea’s Airbear, London’s 
Killa P and others have dropped by for sets, 
the majority of those who have appeared on 

the show reside in the ‘Hai. 
Speaking about a broadcast they did from 

Beijing a few years ago, Hildebrandt expli-
cates their ideas behind keeping the China-
based show in Shanghai. “You need to have 
someone to support you, to travel. There’s a 
lot of acts we’d love to cover around China, 
but setting up shows in other cities takes a 
lot of organization. You can’t just do it on a 
whim.” 

With that being said, China Social Club 
are planning to follow up on a 2018 NTS Live 
from Seoul broadcast with a series of shows 
in South Korea over the course of the next 12 
months, while they’re also heading to Jakarta 
later this year to dig into the Indonesian 
scene. 

“There was a good back and forth, before 
last year’s NTS Live from Seoul show, with 
Matt heading over to play in Seoul and us 
inviting some cool Korean DJs over to play 
China Social Club parties,” James says, ex-
plaining China Social Club’s outreach to DJs 
in the Korean capital city. “I guess it’s about 
building those relationships with the cool lo-
cal crews who know the scene well, and then 
we can bring the whole package together 
with our experience of the broadcasting side.”

In the South of China, Hong Kong 
Community Radio (HKCR) and Fauve Radio 
have swiftly made a name for themselves, 

A R T S  |  M U S I C

By Bryan Grogan

3 6  |  S Z  |  J U N E  2 0 1 9  |  W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M



days, like Red Light Radio, have huge trac-
tion and respect in the music community.”

As with all idealistic, not-for-profit 
ventures, Fauve Radio have had their 
money woes. They recently posted a plea 
on their Facebook account, asking fans for 
donations to keep the radio station going. 
Out of that bleak period comes something 
new, however, as Romain Fx tells us, “the 
donations will not only help us to stay 
alive, but also help us start our own record 
label. We have our first release planned 
and accepted by the pressing plant; it will 
be a vinyl-only release of a cover of an 
infamous ‘80s Italo track where a local 
Cantonese singer layered her own version 
of the lyrics on top.”

The underground, internet-based 
nature of these radio shows have not 
only helped to expand the list of music 
platforms available for China-based musi-
cians, they’ve also expanded to become 
communal centers around which music 
fans and musicians revolve. As Romain Fx 
tells us, “We’ve been seeing a big change 
in the shop. Much more people are pass-
ing by to say hi, to meet up, to listen to 
records, to be stupid; it’s a bit like a kin-
dergarten for adults.” 

NTS Live from Shanghai: https://www.nts.live/
shows/shanghai; Fauve Radio: https://www.
fauveradio.com/radio.html 

both in the Fragrant Harbor and on a 
global scale. Both stations were nomi-
nated for best Online Radio Station in the 
Asia Pacific/Middle East/Africa region at 
the 2018 Mixcloud Online Radio Awards, 
with HKCR walking away with the prize, 
and Fauve Radio picking up the listeners’ 
choice award in the same category. 

They are deeply pleasing new addi-
tions to a Hong Kong music scene, which 
has been awash with stories about venues 
closing down due to noise complaints and 
rising rents, causing a scarcity of venues 
in the city. Romain Fx, founder of Fauve 
Radio, tells us, “We wanted to create an 
outlet for DJs that are coming through 
Hong Kong but that maybe don’t have the 
right contacts to play in the few clubs that 
exist here.”

Romain Fx also speaks about the in-
creasing commercialization of electronic 
music in Hong Kong, as DJs aim to please 
clubs who are primarily seeking perform-
ers who play ‘Top 40 music.’

“I think some radios sometimes have 
even better traction (than nightclubs) as 
they help DJs that are maybe not as famous 
get noticed,” Romain Fx says, explaining 
the advantage of appearing on online radio 
shows. “Artists can use their streams as a 
sort of resume to then get gigs, which is 
where both cross over. Some radios nowa-
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FOOD, DRINK
& EVENTS
IN  SHENZHEN

Epic Rooftop Spots
P52

La Boca
P56

Loving van Gogh Afternoon Tea
A Quirky Afternoon Tea for Foodies and Art Lovers, p59
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Our friends from 
Yunnan know 
a thing or two 
about brewing 

high-quality 
craft beers. 

The Shangri-La Highland Craft Brewery, which claims to be the largest inde-
pendent brewery in the PRC, is located on the legendary Tibetan Plateau. 
Hailed as the ‘water tower of Asia,’ the region offers some of the cleanest, 

brewer-friendly water in all of Asia.
Admittedly excited about sampling some smallish-batch suds from the ‘Roof of 

the World,’ we ordered a selection of Shangri-La Brewery’s grain-based beverages 
from Taobao. When they arrived, we promptly cracked open a bottle of Fat Dolma 
double bock wheat beer (second from the left), which took our taste buds on a wild 
and flavorful ride to the Himalayas. Named after an overweight Tibetan woman 
called Dolma (we think...), who presumably resides somewhere in China’s Tibetan 
region, the brew comes in dark, 330-mililiter bottles adorned with a colorful label 
featuring a multi-armed woman (Dolma?) rising from a blooming flower. 

At 8.2% ABV, Fat Dolma is a golden-colored beer that boasts a malt and honey 
aroma and succeeds at being both heavy-hitting and smooth at the same time. 
Capped off with a sweetish aftertaste, thanks in large part to the hints of banana 
and mango, Fat Dolma is a real beauty of a beer and highly sessionable. 

The bronze-medal winner at the 2016 China Beer Awards, this beverage is 
definitely one to share with your beer-drinking friends and family, and can be best 
enjoyed at a summer barbecue on that ‘off-limits’ rooftop you frequent. 

Shangri-La Brewery’s Fat Dolma can be purchased on their official WeChat Store or Taobao in variety 
packs starting at RMB75. Search for ‘香格里拉啤酒 (xiang ge li la pi jiu).’ 

FAT DOLMA
Boozy Offerings from the ‘Roof of the World’
By Ryan Gandolfo

BEER OF THE MONTH
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GRAPE
We’re digging:

We’re done with:

THE SCANDALOUS SCOOP

The views and occasional sea breeze 
from Shenzhen’s array of rooftop patios 
(see a selection of our favorites on page 
52); the ongoing van Gogh-themed af-
ternoon tea at The Lounge (page 59); 
Taps Taproom’s delightful cucumber 
saison, which is perfect for the hot sum-
mer days ahead (page 57); and the an-
nouncement that the UFC is coming to 
Shenzhen on August 31.

Mr. Robbins, a restaurant in Zhanjiang 
that is suspiciously similar to the 
popular Mr. Rocky Bar chain; Pepsi’s 
lackluster new flavor offering, Salted 
Caramel Pepsi; the fact not a single 
Shenzhen bar made the prestigious 
Asia’s 50 Best Bar List for 2019; and 
hot pot-flavored toothpaste (page 19), 
yuck! 

WE TRY IT

While Salted Caramel Pepsi has been out for 
a while in the United States, we only recently 
came across the bubbly, caffeinated beverage 
in China. Ever curious, we put aside our ‘Coke 
over Pepsi’ bias and snagged a couple bottles 
of the salted caramel soft drink from our local 
7-Eleven.

Before we dive into the nuances of the 
beverage’s taste, we must address the pack-
aging, which we are not fans of. The drink 
container is adorned in a leopard-print design 
that reminds us of Aunt Nettie’s favorite muu-
muu and, if you gave it a pair of Clarks and a 
manicure, we reckon it’d be the type that asks 
to speak with the manager (you know the 
type!).

Upon cracking open the new(ish) Pepsi 
offering, our nostrils are hit with a chemical 
scent that triggers a primitive survival instinct 
embedded somewhere deep in our brains. 
You know, the same instinct that prevents you 

from drinking Windex or Clorox.
We disregard this early warning signal 

and take a big gulp of the black, bubbly bever-
age. It is surprisingly good, at first, tasting like 
normal Pepsi with a notable caramel palate-
smack. Where it all falls apart, though, is the 
aftertaste, which is sickly sweet like burnt sug-
ar that’s been rolled in aspartame, and then 
sprinkled with stevia for that little extra kick.

The caramel taste lingers too, and be-
comes less pleasant as time goes on, kind of 
like your Chinese mother-in-law, who shows 
up for “just two or three weeks” and is still 
monopolizing your TV and kitchen appliances 
six months later.

What’s really lacking with this beverage 
is the advertised salty element, which would 
have helped balance the sweetness of the soft 
drink.

Two-packs of Salted Caramel Pepsi are available on 

Tmall for RMB13.90. 

Salted Caramel Pepsi

VINE
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Price: RMB18 (RMB8 delivery)
Good for: quick lunches, a 
taste of Macau
Search for: 澳门猪扒包 
(aomen zhupa bao)
Available on: Meituan 

WHAT’S ON WAIMAI

Pigs in a Bun
BAR BANTER

Asia’s Top Bars
Meaty burgers are 
a dime a dozen here 
in South China. While 
you may have tried this 
place called McDonald’s 
before, Hong Kong 
Sunfat offers a tasty, and 
likely healthier, burger 
bite in the aomen zhupa bao, 
known in English as Macau 
pork steak bun. 

Said to have originated 
in Taipa in Macau during the 
20th Century, the Macau pork 
steak bun has become one of 
the city’s best-known foodie 
exports. 

Combining juicy slices of 
fresh tomato, with an unex-
pectedly thick piece of pork 
and dolloped with a healthy 
serving of mayo, this burger 
is pretty damn tasty, and it’s a 
steal at just RMB18. 

To compliment this 

savory treat, 
we grabbed a thirst-

quenching salted lemon 7-Up 
(RMB20). Perhaps that’s a 
little bit too much salt in one 
meal, but hey, you know you 
want it. 

So, if you do decide that 
it’s high time you had a cheat 
day, take a chance on this lit-
tle burger. We’re almost cer-
tain you will feel better for it. 

Asia’s 50 Best Bars 2019 were 
announced at Singapore’s 
historic Capitol Theatre on 
May 9, and 16 Greater China 
bars have earned spots on 
the list. Among the honorees, 
Guangzhou’s Hope & Sesame 
(No. 35) has put their city on 

the map as one to watch. The 
No. 1 spot and title of ‘Best 
Bar in Asia’ went to The Old 
Man in Hong Kong. Sadly, no 
Shenzhen spots made the 
prestigious roster; maybe 
next year! 
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Epic Rooftop Haunts to Check out in Shenzhen
By Barnaby Lofton

Life in a modern metropolis can be hectic, and the nonstop grind 
can certainly wear you down. So, when things get hectic, make like a 
bird and find a place to perch yourself and relax. Located on the third 
floor of The Langham, Shenzhen, Perch is an al fresco venue that of-
fers well-made drinks and succulent edibles designed for sharing 
while boozing (of which the Mediterranean tuna is a must-try). 
Perch also allows you to help set the tone, by selecting the bar and 
restaurant’s music through their smartphone app. 

Open daily, 5pm-1am; 3/F, The Langham, Shenzhen, 7888 Shennan Dadao, by 
Nongyuan Lu 深圳市福田区深南大道7888号深圳朗廷酒店 

Located in the heart of Futian district, on the fifth floor of The Ritz-
Carlton, Shenzhen, this rooftop haunt offers eye-popping views of 
Shenzhen’s ever-changing skyline. Located close to the hotel’s out-
door pool, the bar is bathed in natural light during the twilight hours, 
making it a romantic date spot, by our assessment anyway. 

Hotel staff bill Leaves, which is able to accommodate up to 120 
guests, as the perfect spot for wedding receptions, cocktail parties 
and even barbecues. Although, as we’ve previously stated, we reckon 
it’s quite alright for an intimate drink as well.  

Open daily, 6-10pm; 5/F, The Ritz-Carlton, Shenzhen, 116,Fuhua San Lu, Futian 
District 深圳市福田区福华三路116号深圳星河丽思卡尔顿酒店五层 

What better way is there to cap off a long day at the office than with a 
cold beverage by a well-maintained pool? If this is music to your ears, 
then Ding Sky Bar might just be your new favorite drinking spot. This 
Huaqiangbei rooftop bar yields drinkable cocktails, savory snacks 
and stunning shots of central Futian district. The only downside? The 
close-to-infinity pool isn’t open to bar-goers. Safety first, we suppose. 

Open daily, 5.30pm-12.30am; 18/F, Fraser Suites Shenzhen, 183 Zhenhua Lu, 
Futian District 福田区振华路183号辉盛阁国际公寓十八楼

If you like to feel like you’ve been transported to the set of a 
Bladerunner film, then Grange Grill is arguably the spot for you!
The Westin Shenzhen Nanshan’s futuristic-looking rooftop bar is un-
questionably elegant and sure to impress a date, your mom or whom-
ever you like to go drinking and dining with. In addition to views and 
a chic design, the bar offers thirsty patrons all the standard boozy 
offerings, as well as meals and desserts. 

Open daily, 6pm-midnight; The Westin Shenzhen Nanshan, 9028-2 Shennan 
Dadao, Nanshan District 南山区深南大道 9028-2号深圳益田威斯汀酒店 

MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DRINKS

Perch

Ding 
Sky 
Bar

Grange 
Grill

Leaves

Summer is here and the rainy days will soon be behind us (we hope). To celebrate the return of Shenzhen’s 
oppressive, subtropical heat, we’ve rounded up a small selection of our favorite rooftop bars and restaurants 
in Shenzhen for you to check out!
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Potatoes and vegetables are the rook-
ie answer, but food isn’t what we 
seek here – it’s beer. The next time 

you hit the town for a classy steak dinner 
with your bae, think about how to enhance 
the experience with proper food pairing 
techniques. IPAs and lagers are all com-
mon beers that people drink with their 
meals, but one style is often neglected, left 
on the shelves and most often isn’t even 
a point of deliberation for your standard 
diner. The unsung hero of dinner – the red 
ale.

The first record of red ales comes from 
the Irish Red, a light and sessionable ale 
with malt-centric characteristics. ESBs 
(or Extra Special Bitter) are also associ-
ated with this style. A staple of the British 
drinking scene, ESBs are not bitter in the 
sense of IPAs, but instead have grassy or 
earthy bitterness that accentuates the 
malts instead of hogging the flavor spot-
light. At most, there is a bite that comes 

with red ales that is balanced out with 
smooth and sweet malt flavors. 

For those not looking for too much of 
a bitter bite, take a swig of an amber ale. 
The amber reference comes from the style 
of amber or crystal malts used to brew 
this beer, which give it a toffee, roasted or 
caramel flavor. These flavors are the ones 
that are perfect for food pairing, as they 
match flawlessly with nearly every kind 
of meat.

Whether its red or amber, this under-
appreciated style is the one you certainly 
must have with your next meal. Grabbing 
a kebab? Red ale. Snacking on a sandwich? 
Red Ale. Pounding a burger? Amber Ale. 
Chomping on some fried chicken? Amber 
ale. Munching on hongshaorou? Amber 
ale. If it came from an animal, it pairs well 
with red/amber ale. But why does this 
work so well?

When pairing food, you have to think 
about the tongue. Long, bumpy and used 

for a plethora of purposes, the tongue is 
the final sense to engorge upon that plate-
ful of dead animal. 

Yeah, this isn’t an article meant for 
vegetarians, so if there are any issues, go 
stick a cucumber in it. 

Back to the tongue, which is quite an 
amazing piece of work. Each area of the 
tongue can taste different flavors, and the 
taste receptors open up when presented 
with a new flavor; then they stay open to 
indulge in that flavor. If you mix up what 
you are consuming, the flavor receptors 
will become confused, and your mind will 
then regard the mix-up as a bad taste. Ever 
brush your teeth and then drink orange 
juice? It’s that kind of idea. The minty 
toothpaste and citrusy orange juice are 
great by themselves, but taste awful when 
they are combined. This is why the first 
step of food and beer pairing is simple; 
pair food flavors with similar beer flavors. 

Sweet and smoky BBQ is perfect for 
this example. Grab an amber ale and drink 
it with a slab of ribs. The flavors from the 
barbecued meat enrich the caramel flavors 
from the beer, thus bringing together an 
experience that is better than just enjoy-
ing each piece by itself.

Food and beer pairing is an experience 
and we have only scratched the surface 
in this article. The combinations are end-
less and with brewers and chefs always 
improving their craft, the quest to taste 
better is never-ending. 

Why You Should Have a Red 
Ale with Your Next Meal
By Chris Froste

BEERS AND 
BITES

Hot and steamy, just how I like it. The mouth instantly begins 
salivating at the sight of fresh meat plopped right in front of 

me. Without wasting another moment, I rip into this juicy cut, 
exposing the warm, pink center that carnivores crave. Nothing 

like a thick cut of steak to satisfy the meat lusts. But what 
should be paired with this salacious slab of bovine?

 F E A T U R E   |  E A T  &  D R I N K
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I LOVE PASTA
But the Question Is, Do You? 
By Jonathan Zhong

The Place
There is one thing you’ll learn about this new 
restaurant before you even walk through the 
front door: the proprietors absolutely adore 
pasta. You’ll know this because the name of 
the eatery, I Love Pasta, is proudly displayed 
above the front entranceway and leaves little 
doubt about the edible offerings found inside. 

A chain of pasta-focused restaurants, we 
visited one of the company’s newest outlets 
located on the F&B street outside Uniwalk. 

The Vibe
I Love Pasta has a rather cozy atmosphere, 
due in large part to the wooden furnishings 
and warm, yellowish lights that dangle from 
the ceiling. The interior’s warmth is in spite 
of the restaurant’s industrial-chic elements, 
which include brick walls and an exposed 
ceiling. This dynamic interior design scheme 
provides a richness that makes I Love Pasta a 
cool spot to hang out.

Price: RMB50-100
Who’s going: Italian cuisine lovers, pastaholics
Good for: savory pasta, pleasant vibes, dynamic 
design
Nearest metro: Bao’an Center (Exit F), 5 min-
utes’ walk

Open daily, 10am-10pm; Shop 106, 1/F, Uniwalk, 
Xinhu Lu, Bao’an District 宝安区新湖路壹方城购物中
心1楼106号 (2788 0903) 

The Food
The pastas on offer here are divided into three 
main categories: tomato-based sauce, black 
pepper sauce and cream sauce. Additionally, 
I Love Pasta’s menu contains a list of recom-
mended dishes, some of which feature alterna-
tive sauce options. 

We begin our gastronomic galivant through 
the restaurant’s menu with the ‘devil spicy’ 
crayfish pasta (RMB58), which boasts 10 
oh-so-delicious xiaolongxia tails and comes 
covered in a black pepper sauce. When the dish 
arrives, the crimson crustaceans are set in a 
circle around the al dente spaghetti noodles 
and slices of onion and red, yellow and green 
peppers. While satisfying (and spicy as all hell), 
the pasta has one almost unforgivable flaw: the 
crawfish do not come de-shelled, meaning you 
have to pause from your noodle consumption 
to get your hands all messy and oily. 

To help combat the spice of the afore-
mentioned spaghetti dish, an accompanying 
beverage is duly required. We ordered the 
restaurant’s floral rose tea (RMB28), although 
we think it is slightly overpriced and could 
probably uses less sugar. Beer and wine are 
also available here, just in case you’re looking to 
catch a buzz during your dining experience. 

For those not interested in noodles, I Love 
Pasta offers a selection of snacks ranging from 
cheesy French fries (RMB48) to chicken nug-
gets (RMB58). We finish off our visit to the 
restaurant with the tuna bread (RMB38), a dish 
that includes four pieces of bread covered in 
a tuna spread and garnished with onions and 
pickled Spanish capers. With the bread toasted 
to the perfect level of crunchiness, this snack of-
fers a medley of textures and flavors.  
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The Place
To paraphrase a line from a famous TV 
show, ‘Chinese spring is rainy and full of 
terrors.’ In an effort to flee the rain this 
past month, we made our way to La Boca 
in OCT, a South American-style bar that 
provided us with a few hours of enjoyable 
escapism.

The Food & Drinks 
This being a bar, we tucked into La Boca’s 
drinks menu first. The ‘Mano a Mano’ 
(RMB98) is a delicious combination of rum, 
slow-cooked pineapple and lemon zest. 
While the fruity nature of the drink led us 
to expect something sour and overpower-
ing, we were pleased to find that the bever-
age was creamy and easy on the palate. 

La Boca’s food menu is much less 
substantial than the drinks list, and a lit-
tle bit scattered. While you can grab Latin 
fare like tacos and tapas, you can also snag 
some bites from Japan, Yunnan and the 
Middle East. We decided to try their pork 
knuckle tacos (RMB78), which come as two 
well-packed and savory bundles. We were 
somewhat disappointed by the taste, as the 

LA BOCA
Latin Fever
By Bryan Grogan

pork knuckle was a bit too fatty, and, in fact, 
overly savory for our taste. 

Finally, we finished our evening with the 
outlet’s ‘Coco’ cocktail (RMB98), a Mexican-
themed drink made especially for Cinco de 
Mayo. Combining tequila, black pepper, cher-
ry liqueur and pineapple, Coco is a floral, 
fruity delight and swiftly dispelled memories 
of our less than satisfactory food. 

The Vibe
We arrived on the evening before Cinco de 
Mayo, and basked in energetic songs like 
Santana’s ‘Maria’ (as played by their live 
band for the evening) beneath green, red 
and yellow lightbulbs, which helped to es-
tablish a shady, tropical atmosphere.

Price: RMB200 
Who’s going: folks with Latin fever, expats 
from South America 
Good for: tequila cocktails, live music 
Nearest metro: Qiaochengdong (Exit A), 15 
minutes’ walk 

Open daily, 5pm-2am; No. 208, 2/F, Building A3, OCT 
Loft, Xiangshan Dong Jie, Nanshan District 南山区香
山东街华侨城创意园A3栋2楼208 (8652 1519)
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TAPS TAPROOM
Hops Straight From the Tap
By Luis Campos

The Place
Located on the Shekou peninsula, Taps 
Taproom is the newest Taps Craft Beer es-
tablishment in the area. Far from the chaos 
of Coco Park and not too close to the expat 
haven known as Sea World, the taproom 
sits in the quiet, residential Wanxia area 
– where you are more likely to encounter 
parents than parties.

The Drinks
Food options at Taps Taproom are limited 
(ranging mostly from different barbecued 
meats to salty snacks) and play second fid-
dle to the venue’s star attraction – a selec-
tion of over 10 different craft beers, which 
are sure to please both beer connoisseurs 
and novices. 

For those new to the glorious nec-
tar that is craft beer, we recommend the 
Berner Weisse Sour (RMB30/180 millilit-
ers, RMB50/330 milliliters), a smooth beer 
that can be best compared to an alcoholic 
soda, lacking any bitter aftertaste despite 
the inclusion of ‘sour’ in its name. Craft 
beer experts are likely to flock to Taps’ 
signature End of Days IPA (RMB30/180 mil-
liliters, RMB50/330 milliliters). This hoppy 
beverage is all the rage in the Shenzhen 
beer community and has quickly become 
a favorite for drinkers who prefer a hop-
punch to the palate. For those not satisfied 
with the hoppines of this IPA, try the aptly 
named, Hop Explosion (RMB28/180 millilit-
ers, RMB45/330 milliliters).  

Fans of Guinness and similar stouts 
should check out Taps’ own take on this 
dark brew. The Taps Stout (RMB30/180 
milliliters, RMB50/330 milliliters) is dark 
and heavy in all the right ways – perfect for 
those days when beer counts as medicine. 

Lastly, we suggest the Cucumber Saison 
(RMB28/180 milliliters, RMB45/330 mil-
liliters), a great palate cleanser to end 
the night, a drink whose cucumber fresh-
ness might trick you into thinking beer is 
healthy. 

The Vibe
There’s not a lot of bells and whistles at Taps 
Taproom. The decor is simple yet classy and 
the stereo plays everything from hip hop to 
jazzy tunes that will get your toe tapping, 
but nothing that fully inspires you to shake 
what your mama gave you. However, what the 
taproom lacks in loud music and flashy neon 
lights it makes up for with its comfy and inti-
mate environment, making it a great location 
to snag an after-work drink or catch up with 
friends on the weekend.  

Price: RMB150-200
Who’s going: craft beer enthusiasts, friend-
ly dogs
Good for: fancy suds, showing off your 
‘hop’ knowledge
Nearest metro: Wanxia (Exit A), 5 minutes’ 
walk

Open daily, 6pm-1am (Sun-Thu), 6pm-2am (Fri-
Sat); Shop 77, Huangting Gangwan, Zhongxin Lu, 
Nanshan District 南山区中心路皇庭港湾77号铺 
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Isaac Gracie  Folk Rock

Issac Gracie first came to the attention of music-folk back in 2015 when he 
released ‘Last Words’ on his Soundcloud account. He quickly signed with 
Virgin EMI and began touring. Three and a half years later, the singer’s quick 
success now sees him play his heartbreaking tracks to sold-out venues around 
the world. The 24-year-old singer, who has been compared to the likes of Nick 
Drake and Bob Dylan, will bring his folk-rock stylings to A8 Live 
House on July 3. 
Wed Jul 3, 8pm; RMB280 presale, RMB380 at the door, RMB580 VIP. A8 
Live House, 2/F, A8 Music Mansion, 1002 Keyuan Lu, Nanshan District 南
山区科园路1002号A8音乐大厦2层 (thmart.com)

Vida Guitar Quartet 

Looking to for a musical treat? If so, you won’t want to miss Vida Guitar Quartet 
as they roll into Shenzhen this month to perform at the Shenzhen Poly Theatre 
in Nanshan district. Composed of four incredibly gifted UK-based guitarists, this 
ensemble sparks vitality and spontaneity on a level that’s hard to match. Vida has 
performed all over the world, earning critical acclaim at major venues in the US, 
UK and Europe at large. On the evening, they will perform some truly brilliant 
works, such as George Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue and George Bizet’s Carmen 
Suite, among other delightful musical pieces.
Thu Jun 20, 8pm; RMB280-480. Shenzhen Poly Theater, Baoli Culture Square, Haibin Lu, 
Houhai, Nanshan District 南山区后海滨路保利文化广场保利剧院 (247tickets.com)

Suchmos  Rock

Peace  Indie Rock

Inspired by a range of genres, including rock, jazz and hip hop, the Suchmos 
will make their presence known when they arrive in Shenzhen this month to 
perform at B10. The Japanese band, formed in 2013, performed on the main 
stages of 14 music festivals last summer, giving fans a whole lot of rockin’ 
vibes. 
Wed Jun 12, 8.30pm; RMB280 presale, RMB380 at the door. B10 Live, North Side of Building 
C2, North Area, OCT-Loft, Xiangshan Dong Jie, Nanshan District 南山区香山东街华侨城创意
文化园北区C2栋北侧 (247tickets.com)

This English indie rock band caps off a three-stop China tour at B10 on June 7. 
The crew have been compared to the likes of Vampire Weekend, The Maccabees 
and Foals. The band hit their stride in 2013 after being nominated in the Sound 
of 2013 poll. Come on down and enjoy Peace’s last pit stop in China – for now, anyway.  
Fri Jun 7, 8.30pm; RMB180 presale, RMB240 at the door. B10, North side of Building C2, 
North Area, OCT-Loft, Xiangshan Dong Jie, Nanshan District 南山区香山东街华侨城创意文
化园北区C2栋北侧 (247tickets.com)
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Southeast Asia Food Festival at Market Café

Loving van Gogh Afternoon Tea at The Lounge 

Irina Mejoueva Piano Recital 

Marc Melia Electronic

Tokyo-based Irina Mejoueva has a way with the keys. In 1992, after winning 
first place at the Eduard Flipse Piano Competition in Rotterdam, Mejoueva was 
inspired to pursue a career as a pianist. Her June recital features works from 
Chopin, Liszt, Debussy, Scriabin and Medtner, making this performance one for the ages.
Sun Jun 23, 8pm; RMB380-2,600. The Mountain View Theater, 3-5/F, Sea World Culture and 
Arts Center, 1187 Wanghai Lu, Nanshan District 南山区望海路1187号海上世界文化艺术中心
3-5楼境山剧院 (designsociety.cn) 

Brussels-based composer slash musician Marc Melia is in the midst of an eight-
stop China tour, passing through multiple provinces and municipalities. He’ll 
make his way to Oil on June 9, bringing the audience a truly unique live electron-
ic music act. Melia helps give beauty to the sounds we often hear in nature as 
cold and emotionless, and brings life to what may be seen by some as artificial.
Sun Jun 9, 10pm; RMB60 presale, RMB80 at the door. Oil, Shop L1-11A, G/F, Tairan Building, 
Tairan Ba Lu, Futian District 福田区泰然八路泰然大厦01层L1-11A (247tickets.com)

When we think of glorious gastronomic creations, Southeast Asian cuisine 
usually comes to mind. The Market Café at Hyatt Regency Shenzhen Airport 
is clearly thinking along the same wavelength, with two famous chefs invited 
this month to showcase the unique and tropical style of classic eats from 
Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand. Come and feast on delicious food while en-
joying folk dances and tea performances.
Daily all month; RMB298 plus 15% service and tax charge. Market Café, 3/F, Hyatt Regency 
Shenzhen Airport, Bao’an District 宝安区深圳机场凯悦酒店三楼 (2345 1234) 

As the much-anticipated Vincent van Gogh exhibition comes to town, JW 
Marriott Hotel Shenzhen Bao’an will pay tribute to some of the world’s most 
iconic art with a bespoke afternoon tea honoring Vincent van Gogh and his 
legendary works. Combining the passions for art and food, the culinary team 
has created the Loving van Gogh Afternoon Tea, which features scrumptious 
eats and van Gogh-themed drinks for artsy foodies to enjoy.
Daily until Aug 31, 2.30-5.30pm (Mon-Fri)/1-6pm (Sat-Sun and public holidays); RMB398 for 
two people, including two glasses of themed drinks, Western tea or coffee. The Lounge, 
1/F, JW Marriott Hotel Shenzhen Bao’an, 8 Baoxing Lu, Bao’an District 宝安区宝兴路8号深
圳前海华侨城JW万豪酒店一楼 (2323 8567) 

TASTE
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Shenzhen, Hong Kong and Macau International Auto Show (IAS)

Curated by Ying Kwok, the founder of Art Appraisal Club, this exhibition is 
an in-depth artistic look into how tech is being integrated into society. The 
Evolution of Communication showcases a series of sculptures, installations 
and two-dimensional works of art. View the works of Chou Yu-Cheng, Ryan 
Gander, Gordon Cheung and other brilliant creators who give viewers a real-
life perspective of this digital phenomenon we experience on a daily basis. 
Daily until Jun 23, 10-8.30pm (Mon-Thu)/10-9pm (Fri-Sun); free entry. Sea World Culture 
and Arts Center, 1187 Wanghai Lu, Nanshan District 南山区望海路1187号海上世界文化
艺术中心 (designsociety.cn)   

Created by the brilliant mind of Jonathan Rockefeller, the critically acclaimed 
production of The Very Hungry Caterpillar Show is a must-see for Shenzhen’s 
youngins. With 75 adorable puppets, this show has delighted viewers of all 
age groups. Other stories in the production include Brown Bear, Brown Bear, 
10 Little Rubber Ducks and The Very Lonely Firefly. Come and bring your kids 
to see this fun show! 
Wed-Sun Jun 12-16, various times; RMB180-380. The Mountain View Theater, 3-5/F, 1187 
Wanghai Lu, Nanshan District 南山区望海路1187号海上世界文化艺术中心3-5楼境山剧院 
(designsociety.cn) 

Calling all luxury car lovers! Check out the Shenzhen, Hong 
Kong and Macau International Auto Show taking place at the 
Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition Center from June 1-9 to 
see an array of sleek and well-designed automobiles. The 
international trade show will have ultra-luxury cars on full 
display from over 100 import, joint-venture and independent 
auto brands.
All week Jun 1-9, 9am-6pm. Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition 
Center, Jintian Lu, Futian District 福田区金田路深圳会展中心 
(10times.com) 

DO

SEE

The Evolution of Communication The Very Hungry Caterpillar Show 
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HK MU

HONG KONG & MACAU CALENDAR

JUN 7
FRI 

Macao International Dragon Boat 
Races 2019, time TBD; free. Nam 
Van Lake Nautical Center (www.ma-
caodragonboat.com)
This year’s Macao International 
Dragon Boat Races will see teams 
from Hong Kong, Japan, the US, 
the Philippines, China, Thailand, 
Singapore, Korea and Australia 
compete for glory. The Macao races 
have been promoting the modality 
of dragon boating and have grown 
to become a grand-scale sport-
ing event attracting athletes from 
around the world. On June 7, the 
final day of the races, international 
teams will compete on the waters 
of Nam Van Lake. 

UNTIL JUN 16    
DAILY

Ferrari: Under the Skin, 11am-10pm; 
free. City of Dreams. 
After its successful run in Italy and 
the UK, Ferrari: Under the Skin ar-
rives in Macau for a limited time. 
Featuring a behind-the-scenes look 
at the design and engineering of 
the iconic car brand, the exhibition 
offers automotive fans a chance to 
explore 70 years of Ferrari’s history, 
its car designs and manufacturing 
process. 

JUN 20 
THU  

The Feast of Na Cha, 9.30am. Na Cha 
Temple (by Ruins of St. Paul’s). 
In Chinese folk religion, Na Cha (or 
Nezha in pinyin) is a protection de-
ity. During the Feast of Na Cha, you 
will see two parades. One starts as 
a worshipping ritual in the Na Tcha 
Temple near the Ruins of St. Paul’s, 
which is followed by a lion dance 
team escorting Na Cha’s statue. 
The second, also starting from the 
Na Tcha Temple, features a dragon 
dance. 

ALL MONTH   
TUE-SUN 

Italian Renaissance Drawings from 
the British Museum, 10am-7pm; 
MOP80. Macau Museum of Art. 
On exhibit at Macau Museum of 
Art are a total of 52 drawings by 
42 masters who were living in Italy 
during the Renaissance, including 
Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, 
Titian, Mantegna, Raphael and 
Rosso Fiorentino. The exhibition is 
sectioned into ‘The Human Figure,’ 
‘Movement,’ ‘Light,’ ‘Costume and 
Drapery,’ ‘The Natural World’ and 
‘Storytelling.’ 

JUN 9
SUN

Fujiya & Miyagi; 7.30pm; HKD300-
380. MOM Livehouse. (247tickets.
com)
Heavily influenced by vintage ’70s 
krautrock and the stellar musical 
acts of the ’90s, Fujiya & Miyagi 
have been churning out sweet 
tunes since forming roughly two 
decades ago. Even though the 
band has seen members come and 
go over the years, it’s helped them 
create anew, releasing their latest 
album, Flashback, in 2019. Drawing 
on electronic pop, disco and krau-
trock, their show this month will 
be one to check out in Hong Kong. 

JUN 7
FRI 

Sunlife Stanley International 
Dragon Boat Championships;  8am-
5pm; Free. Stanley Main Beach. 
(hong-kong-traveller.com) 
On the day of Dragon Boat 
Festival, watch 200 local and inter-
national racing teams compete in 
action-packed races at one of the 
city’s most prominent Dragon Boat 
Races. This event has been known 
to attract tens of thousands of 
spectators, and is an awesome way 
to celebrate the Chinese lunar holi-
day, which dates back over 2,000 
years ago. 

JUN 14-16
FRI-SUN

Hong Kong Dragon Boat Carnival; 
various times; free. Central 
Harbourfront. (discoverhongkong.
com)

This month, come down to Central 
Harbourfront for the Hong Kong 
Dragon Boat Carnival 2019, a three-
day event filled with intense racing 
and fun. The carnival will have a 
man-made beach for families and 
friends to soak in the good vibes. 
Guests can also enjoy a street food 
gala, serving up a variety of local 
and international eats, along with 
an artisanal market. Don’t miss it!

JUL 4-5
THU-FRI

Hong Kong Philharmonic 
Orchestra - Star Wars Screening; 
8pm; HKD580-780, plus HKD10 fee. 
Concert Hall, Hong Kong Cultural 
Center (ticketflap.com)
The Empire strikes back for a com-
plete film screening of Star Wars 
(English with Chinese subtitles) 
with a live orchestra. You can see 
either Star Wars IV: A New Hope 
or Star Wars V: The Empire Strikes 
Back accompanied by the Hong 
Kong Philharmonic Orchestra, who 
give you the ultimate movie going 
experience. If you’ve never at-
tended something like this before, 
then be sure to mark it down on 
your calendars. 

ALL MONTH
DAILY

Murakami vs. Murakami; 10am-
7.30pm (Fri until 9pm); HKD60-75. JC 
Contemporary. (ticketflap.com)
A major survey exhibition of the 
legendary Japanese artist Takashi 
Murakami opens in the beginning 
of June. Murakami vs. Murakami 
will showcase the artist’s diverse 
work, including paintings, cos-
tume designs, video work, wall 
and floor art and more. This will 
be Murakami’s first institutional 
exhibition in Greater China, and 
believe us when we say you’ve got 
to see it.
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HOTEL NEWS

Park Hyatt Shenzhen Opening in 2019
Opening this year, Park Hyatt Shenzhen unveils an elegant oasis of culture, artistry and intimate experiences. Crowning the apex of a 
48-story building, the hotel is situated in the heart of Shenzhen’s central business district, offering breathtaking views across the city and 
adjacent to the Shenzhen Convention and Exhibition Center. Park Hyatt Shenzhen boasts 195 oversized rooms, including 24 suites, along 
with a collection of award-winning dining establishments. 

PROMOTIONS

NEWS

Sweet Peach Tous Theme Afternoon Tea
The creation of the Marriott International South China Youth 
Chef Competition champion team in 2018, this delightful white 
peach cheesecake comes in the shape of a Tous jewelry box. 
Made with Japanese Okubo peaches, Italian Mascarpone cheese 
and handmade white peach oolong tea, this dessert dish is per-
fect for a leisurely afternoon.
Shenzhen Marriott Hotel Golden Bay, 33 Zonglu Lu, Dapeng New District  

大鹏新区棕榈大道33号 (2839 8888) 

Fantastic Seafood Night
This all-day dining restaurant at The Ritz-Carlton, Shenzhen is 
prepared to take you on a gastronomic journey with its fantastic 
buffet. Feast on French oysters, sea cucumbers, abalone and so, 
so much more. Let Flavorz showcase the timeless art of fine food 
to you every Friday evening.
Flavorz, 2nd Floor of The Ritz-Carlton, Shenzhen, 116 Fuhua San Lu, Futian District 福田
区福华三路116号深圳星河丽思卡尔顿酒店二层 (2222 2222)



Representative projects
Quintessence of Chinese Traditional Culture, Series 
of Contemporary Chinese books, Series of Beauty of 
China, Regional Promotion Project of Spanish Works 
of Contemporary Chinese Writers, Chinese National 
Treasure Series of Picture Albums, Chinese Traditional 
Story Picture Books and many more.

荆孝敏Jing Xiaomin
Editor, Vice President of China Intercontinental Press

Introduction：
Engaged in foreign publishing for more than 20 
years, participated in the planning, application, 
publication of 100 foreign publishing projects 
and won a number of awards. Participated in the 
review of some publications and foreign cultural 
exchange programs as an expert.

Representative projects
At present, the Shanghai project has completed five sub-themes:
- Old Buildings
- History and Culture
- Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development
- Shanghai Business Heritage 
- People and Logistics

陈勇仁Yongren Chen

Introduction：
Born in Taipei and living in Shanghai, Mr. Chen is 
engaged in telling stores about Shanghai through 
illustration, multimedia, derivative design, 3D 
printing and literary creation. His work attempts 
to express the enriched and varied urban stories 
of Shanghai and thus create a name card for this 
branded city. 

THE PANEL OF JUDGES

Studio Manager of Urban Story Creation and Curator, Director and 
Researcher at Shanghai City Project





Details of The Londoner Macao, a British-themed resort, were re-
vealed at a media event attended by executives from Las Vegas 
Sands and Sands China Ltd., as well as David Beckham. 

Shangri-La Hotel, Guangzhou played host to the third Premium 
Travel Awards on April 27, which saw the attendance of over 200 
invitees from travel-related fields. The British School of Guangzhou recently took part in the U11 

Fobisia Games in Phuket, which brought together international 
students from across Asia for a multitude of sports competitions.

This past month, The Ritz-Carlton, Guangzhou joined the sixth 
edition of Asia Smile Week, a charitable fundraiser thrown by 
the hotel group to help fund operations for children suffering 

from facial deformities. 
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(Supported by               and                     )
Reading Experience Day at Guangzhou Library

CITY SCENES
(Supported by               and                     )
AmCham South China Spring Ball 

Titled ‘The Greatest Show,’ AmCham South China’s Spring Ball was held on May 18 to much fanfare. The event saw the attendance of over 400 
attendees, including consul generals from a number of nations, all of whom were decked out in their finest wears. Held at the LN Garden Hotel, 
Guangzhou, guests were treated to a delectable eight-course dinner while being entertained by a live band and dancers.

‘Reading Experience Day of 2019’ was hosted by Guangzhou Library and That’s magazines on May 7. Around 25 voracious readers from grade one 
at the Canadian International School of Guangzhou attended with their teachers. Students enjoyed a short tour of the library’s lending services and 
each of them received a permanent library card. Here, we say thank you to everyone who took part in what turned out to be an extremely enjoyable event. 
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(Supported by               and                     )
Urban Family Mother’s Day Trip at LN Garden Hotel, Nansha 

A total of 27 families took part in last month’s fantastic hotel promotion at the LN Garden Hotel, Nansha. The Mother’s Day staycation, which was 
co-organized by That’s PRD, was well-received by all in attendance. In addition to splashing and playing around at the hotel’s impressive indoor-
outdoor swimming pool, guests were able to enjoy a sumptuous buffet dinner along with a donut-making tutorial and participate in the ‘Little 
Florist’ activity, which saw the wee ones in attendance make flowers out of fruit. 

(Supported by               and                     )
Kaisa 2019 French Super Cup Conference

On May 6, Raffles Shenzhen hosted the Kaisa 2019 French Super Cup Conference, which acted as a prelude to the arrival of four major European 
football teams in China this summer. Matches will take place across the country, with teams hitting the pitch in Shenzhen and Macau in South China, 
and Suzhou in Jiangsu province. 



Scan for complete listings
Want to see all restaurants, hotels and more in 
Shenzhen? Check out  www.thatsmags.com or follow 
our official WeChat account by scanning the QR code.LISTINGS

OPEN  DOOR

Winner of a That's Food & 
Drink Award 2018

RAFFLES SHENZHEN 
A New Raffles Story Begins
Raffles Shenzhen, which celebrated its grand opening on Thursday, May 16, is 
the latest hotel to open in one of China’s top innovation hubs. Situated in One 
Shenzhen Bay, Raffles Shenzhen enjoys the best of both worlds: it’s connected 
to the city center, but also just beyond the noise and bustle of the Southern me-
tropolis. 

Raffles Shenzhen,  One Shenzhen Bay, 3008 Zhongxin Lu, Nanshan District 南山区中心路

3008号深圳湾1号深圳鹏瑞莱佛士酒店 (8666 8666)  
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FOOD & DRINK
AMERICAN

Element Fresh 1) 1/F, Zone B, Sea World, 
Shekou, Nanshan District (2681 4848) 2) L2-
7/7A, Wongtee Plaza, 118 Fuhua San Lu, 
Futian District (8323 7249) 1) 南山区海上世界广
场B区B130-210号 2) 福田区福华三路118号皇庭国
商购物广场L2-7/7A号 
 

 Baia Burger Concept 1) 1C-
077-078A, 1/F, Shopping Park, Fuhua San 
Lu, Futian District (8290 6696) 2) A2303 3/
F, Second Building Section A, Sea World, 
Shekou, Nanshan District (2681 8890) 1) 福田
区福华三路购物公园1楼078A 2) 深圳市南山区蛇
口海上世界A区2座3楼3号

The Butchers Club B101A, PAFC Mall, Ping 
An Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Lu, Futian 
District (8272 5669) 福田区益田路5033号平安金
融中心B1，下沉式广场B101A商铺（观光厅入口旁
边）

Morton's Grille N901, 9/F, PAFC Mall, Ping 
An Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Lu, Futian 
District (8326 8333) 福田区益田路5033号平安
金融中心9楼N901

 Hard Rock Cafe Shenzhen 9 
Mission Hills Blvd, Longhua New District 
(3395 2888) 龙华新区观澜高尔夫大道9号www.
hardrockhotels.com/shenzhen

Blue Frog Shop 28, 2/F, Wongtee Plaza, 
118 Fuhua San Lu, Futian District (8255 
3646) 福田区福华三路118号皇庭国商购物广
场2层28铺

CHINESE

CANTONESE

Hoi Fan 1) North gate L/F, Yijing Central 
Walk Shopping Mall, 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian 
District (8322 6165) 2) Rm 16 3/F, Raffles 
City, 2163 Nanhai Dadao, Nanshan District 
(2640 8664) 1) 福田区福华一路3号新怡景商
业中心L层北大门 2) 南海大道2163号来福士广
场3层16号

Diandoude Dim Sum 4/F, Greater China 
IFC, Shennan Dadao and Caitian Lu Inter-
change, Futian District (8321 9215) 福田区
深南大道和彩田路交汇处大中华IFC四楼

Jade Garden 22-31 L2/F, Yitian Holiday 
Plaza, 9028 Shennan Dadao, Nanshan Dis-
trict (8860 6228) 南山区深南大道9028号益田
假日广场L2楼22-31号

SICHUAN

Rong Yue 1) 468 4/F, MIXC, 1881, Bao'an 
Nan Lu, Luohu District (2221 6888) 2) L3/F, 
Yitian Holiday Plaza, 9028 Shennan Dadao, 
Nanshan District (8665 6877) 1) 罗湖区宝安
南路1881号华润万象城一期4层468号2) 南山区深
南大道9028号益田假日广场3层

Lan Ting 23/F, Hilton Shenzhen Futian, 
Tower B, Great China IFC, 1003 Shennan 
lu, Futian District (2130 8888) 福田区深南大
道1003号大中华国际金融中心B座大深圳中华希
尔顿酒店23楼

SHANGHAINESE

Crystal Jade La Mian Xiao Long Bao B1/F, 
KK MALL, 5016 Shennan Dong Lu, Futian 
District (2265 9183) 福田区深南东路5016号
KKMALL京基百纳空间B1层

Din Tai Fung 3/F, MixC, 1881, Bao'an Nan 
Lu, Luohu District (2598 2779) 罗湖区宝安南
路1881号华润万象城一期3层

Shanghai Min A-1F, OCT Bay, 13 Baishi 
Dong Lu, Nanshan District (4008209777) 
南山区白石路东13号欢乐海岸曲水湾A-1F 

ITALIAN

PAPI Italian Restaurant N702, 7/F, Ping 
An Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Lu, Futian 
District (8326 6833) 福田区益田路5033号平安
金融中心7楼N702号

Artisans 1/F, Block A, Poly Cultural Center, 
Houhaibin Lu, by Haide San Dao (8628 
7109) 南山区 保利文化广场A区40号店铺
 
Alla Torre #101, Area B, Sea World, 1128 
Wanghai Lu, Shekou, Nanshan District (2685 
1322) 南山区蛇口望海路1128号海上世界B区101

Blue Italian Seafood & Grill Restaurant 
3/F, The Venice Raytour Hotel Shenzhen, 
9026 Shennan Dadao, Nanshan District 
(2693 6888) 南山区深南大道9026号深圳威尼斯
睿途酒店3楼意大利餐厅

 Baia Restaurant Bar Grill B301, 
Bldg B, Zone B, Sea World Square, Shekou, 
Nanshan District (2681 8836) 南山区蛇口海
上世界广场B区3楼B301

La Terrazza 1/F, Grand Hyatt Shenzhen, 
1881 Baoan Nan Lu, by Jiabing Lu (2218 
7338) 罗湖区宝安南路1881号深圳君悦酒店

Paletto 2/F, The Ritz-Carlton, 116 Fuhua 
San Lu, Futian District (2222 2222) 福田区福
华三路116号深圳星河丽思卡尔顿酒店二层

 Oggi Trattoria Pizzeria 3-14 
Golden Century Lu, Phase 3, Coastal Rose 
Garden, Shekou, Nanshan District (2689 
0118) 南山区蛇口金世纪路南海玫瑰花园三期金
世纪路3-14号

PIZZA

Pizza Express Shop 568, 5/F, the MixC, 
1881 Bao'an Nan Lu, Luohu District (2215 
9036) 罗湖区宝安南路1881号万象城5楼568
号商铺

Kiwi Pizza 1) Shop B14, COCO Park, by 
Fuhua Lu (8329 2299) 2) 8 Outlets Minkang 
Lu, by Huanan Lu 3) B1, 138 Mintian Lu, by 
Fuhua Yi Lu 1) 福田区购物公园B1楼地铁商业街
B14铺 2)龙华新区奥特莱斯8号仓店 3) 福田区民田
路138号购物公园B1楼

Baia Da Marco Shop #28 Coastal Rose Gar-
den, Shekou, Nanshan District, shenzhen 
(2681 8849)  南山区蛇口街道望海路南海玫瑰花
园（二期）33—36裙楼28

NYPD New York Pizza Delivery 1) Shop 
26, HaichangJie, 1 Gongyuan Nan Lu (8887 
6973) 2) 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, by Zhongxin Si Lu 
(8887 6973) 1) 南山区公园南路1号海尚国际26
号铺 2)福田区福华一路中心城FL1015商铺

FRENCH

Belle-Vue Grill 37/F, Grand Hyatt Shen-
zhen, 1881 Bao'an Nan Lu, Luohu District 
(2218 7338) 罗湖区宝安南路1881号君悦酒
店37楼 
 
L’etoile Building A 302-303, Ecological 
PLAZA, OCT, Nanshan District (8166 8111)
南山区华侨城生态广场A 栋302-303

 La Maison Shop 108, Nanhai 
Rose Garden, 91 Wanghai Lu, Nanshan 
District (2685 7030) 南山区望海路91号南海玫
瑰花园108号

Taste Moment Restaurant 1st floor, Bldg 
1, Block A, 1979 Cultural and Creative Park, 
1011 Qiaoxiang Lu, Futian District (8255 
6173) 福田区侨香路1011号1979文化生活新领
域A区1栋1层

GERMAN

Haxnbauer 1) L1C-055B, 1/F, Coco Park, 
Fuhua San Lu, Futian District (8359 2080) 
2) L1-15, Raffles City, 2163 Nanhai Ave, 
Nanshan District (8652 6580) 1) 福田区福华
三路星河Coco Park一楼L1C-055B 2) 南山区南
海大道2163号福士广场L1-15 



OPEN  DOORS

Compass Café
Set Lunch Menu
Enjoy more choices during your next lunch out at Compass Café, where diners can 
choose from three unique lunch sets ranging in price from RMB88-148. Among the 
food items available: confit duck leg with spinach pasta, Spanish ham and shaved 
parmesan; squid ink linguine with scallops, Cloudy Bay clams, sous vide octopus and 
sea urchin cream; oven-roasted salmon with dill lemon butter; and more!

Compass Café, Shop No. 3, Wongtee Center, Fuhua Lu, Futian District 福田区福华路皇庭中

心1O3号 

THE XILI KITCHEN OF SHERATON 
SHENZHEN NANSHAN
Global Seafood BBQ Buffet Dinner
All-day dining restaurant Xili Kitchen at the newly opened Sheraton Shenzhen 
Nanshan offers quality international cuisine. Xili Kitchen is the perfect place to 
gather with friends and family for great moments, with plenty of delicacies to 
enjoy. From now until June 30, Xili Kitchen presents a truly global seafood BBQ 
feast, with delectable eats such as tomahawk steak and steamed lobster with 
garlic and vermicelli.

Sheraton Shenzhen Nanshan, 4088 Liuxian Dadao, Nanshan District 南山区留仙大道4088号

深圳博林天瑞喜来登酒店 (2266 9999) 
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 Paulaner Brauhaus 1) C-005, 
Huanchuan Square, Sea World, Shekou, 
Nanshan District (2668 7230) 2) 8/F, Shop 
801, PAFC Mall,Ping’An Finance Centre, 
5033 Yitian Lu, Futian District (8253 5187) 
1) 南山区蛇口海上世界环船广场C-005 2)福田区
益田路5033号平安金融中心8楼801

SPANISH

Ling Spanish Kitchen 1011 Qiao Xiang 
Dong Lu, 1979 Cultural Park, Nanshan Dis-
trict (8322 7522) 南山区侨香东路1011号1979
文化新天地B区1层

MIDDLE EASTERN

Bus Grill Turkish Steakhouse Shop 134, 
1/F, Shopping Park B Area, Futian District 
(158 2044 6962) 福田区购物公园B区134铺

Les 5 Chef's Miznon 143 Laojie, Shekou, 
Nanshan District (132 5889 0561) 南山蛇
口老街143号

The Istanbul Restaurant 1-22 Huafa Bei 
Lu, Huaqiangbei Jiedao, Futian District 
(3309 7180) 福田区华强北街道华发北路1-22号

MEXICAN

 Teqo FL1018, Yijing Central Walk 
Shopping Mall, 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian Dis-
trict. (18928448542) 福田区福华一路3号怡景
中心城FL1018号铺

Orale No. 1026, Zhonghang Beiyuan V 
Shangjie, Zhenhua Lu, Huaqiangbei, Futian 
District (2396 4990) 福田区华强北振华路中航
北苑V尚街1026号铺

Tacos 3118#, Sea World Square, 32 Taizi 
Lu, Shekou, Nanshan District (2161 1006) 
南山区蛇口太子路32号海上世界广场A3118店铺

Latina No. 1128, Sea World, Wanghai Lu, 
by Nanhai Dadao (2667 7679) 南山区蛇口望
海路1128号海上世界广场C区

INDIAN

Bombay Indian Restaurant & Bar Shops 
20-24, Sea World, Nanshan District (2667 
6049) 南山区海上世界商铺20-24号

Saffron Indian Restaurant and Bar Floor 
B1, Jinhu Hotel, 1005 Wenjin Lu, Luohu 
District (8219 1115) 罗湖区文锦中路1005号锦
湖宾馆地下一层 
 
Indian Cottage Shop 48-49, 2/F, Area A, 
Poly Cultural Centre, Wenxin Wu Lu, Nan-
shan District (8628 7265) 南山区文心五路保
利文化广场A区2楼48-49号商铺

 
Little Papa Indian Restaurant #116, 
Building 6, Nanhai E-Cool, Taizi Lu, Shekou, 
Nanshan District (2686 0020) 南山区蛇口太
子路南海意库6栋116号

JAPANESE

BOA 3/F, West side of  International Bar 
Street, Sea World, Shekou, Nanshan District 
(130 4894 9034) 南山区蛇口海上世界国际酒
吧街西侧三楼

Tang Ben Jia #FL1011, L/F, Yijing Central 
Walk Shopping Mall, 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian 
District (8280 1086) 福田区福华一路3号怡景中
心城广场L楼FL1011号

Bincho Ya L120-121, Bldg 2, Times Square 
Excellence, Fuhua Lu, Futian District (8278 
2760) 福田区福华路卓越时代广场二期L120
－L121店 
 
 

 Komachi B-132, North Side, 
Shopping Park, Futian District (8290 5806) 
福田区购物公园北园B区132号 
 

Kyoku Japanese Cuisine B-17 Qushui 
Bay, OCT Bay, 50 Baishi Lu East, Nanshan 
District (8654 1122) 南山区白石路东50号欢乐
海岸曲水湾B-17

Nishimura 1/F, Macro Polo Hotel, Fuhua Yi 
Lu, by Mintian Lu (3339 7709) 福田中心区福
华一路马哥孛罗好日子酒店1楼

Kanpai Classic 9/F, PAFC Mall, Ping An 
Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Road, Futian 
District (6182 2987) 福田区福华三路平安金
融中心第9楼 
 

KOREAN

Minikor Kitchen L01-B01, Coco Park, 269 
Fuhua San Lu, by Mintian Lu, Futian District 
(8606 9266) 福田区民田路福华三路269号星河
Coco Park L1-B0

Bornga Korean Cuisine A-11A, Qushui 
Wan, OCT Bay, 42 Baishi Lu East, Nanshan 
District (8654 1158) 南山区白石路东42号欢乐
海岸曲水湾A-11A

VIETNAMESE

Lian Shop 562, 5/F, The MIXC Shenzhen, 
Luohu District (8266 6366) 罗湖区万象城商
场5楼562铺

Muine 1) L2-203, Coco Park, Fuhua San 
Lu, Futian District (8271 2527) 2) B139 
and B139-2, B1/F, Jiufang Shopping Mall, 
ShennanZhong Lu, Futian District (2681 
7828) 3) No. 219, 2/F, Shekou Garden City 
Center, Nanshan District (2681 7828) 4) 
B2-017A, King Glory Plaza, Luohu District 
(2220 3052) 5) RL1094B, Yijing Central 
Walk Shopping Mall, 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian 
District (8273 2993) 6) G-025B, OCT Bay 
Shopping mall, 13 Baishi Dong Lu, Nanshan 
District (8671 7326) 1) 福田区福华三路COCO 
Park L2-203 2) 福田区深南中路华强北九方购
物中心B1层B139 & B139-2 3) 南山区南海大道
1086号花园城中心第2楼219号铺 4) 罗湖区人民
南路金光华广场B2层B2-017A号 5) 福田区福华三
路中心城广场L层RL1094B号 6) 南山区滨海大道
2008号欢乐海岸购物中心G-025B

Mon Saigon Block B, 1979 Cultural and 
Creative Park, by Qiaoxiang Lu, Futian 
District (8270 3282) 福田区侨香路1979文化
生活新领域B区

Pho Nam Shop B26C, Link City Passage, 
by Fuhua Lu (8255 7048) 福田区连城新天地
B26C商铺

THAI

 The Terrace Restaurant & 
Bar #201, Sea World Square, 32 Taizi Lu, 
Shekou, Nanshan District (2682 9105) 南山
区蛇口太子路32号海上世界广场商铺201

Very Siam 1/F, A3 Bldg, Xiangshan Dong 
Jie, OCT-Loft, Nanshan District (8623 3225)
南山区OCT创意园香山东街A3栋1楼

Yes Thai 1) 4/F, KK Shopping Mall, KK 
Financial Centre, 5016 Shennan Dong Lu, 
by Hongbao Lu (2290 0333) 2) 5/F, Costal 
City, 33 Wenxin Wu Lu, by Haide Yi Dao 
(8635 9989) 1) 罗湖区深南东路5016号京基百
纳空间购物中心4楼 2) 南山区文心五路33号海岸
城购物中心五楼

La Maison D'Elephant 8/F, PAFC Mall, Ping 
An Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Lu, Futian 
District (8831 9918) 福田区益田路5033号平
安金融中心8楼 

BUFFETS

 Café Zen 1/F, Futian Shangri-la 
Shenzhen, 4088 Yitian lu, Futian District 
(2151 3825)福田区益田路4088号深圳福田香格
里拉大酒店1层

 
 
The Show Kitchen 32/F, Grand Hyatt Shen-
zhen, 1881 Baoan Nan lu, Luohu District 
(2218 7338) 罗湖区宝安南路1881号深圳君悦
酒店32层 
 



OPEN  DOOR

JW MARRIOTT HOTEL SHENZHEN 
BAO’AN
Loving van Gogh Afternoon Tea
Combining the passions for art and food, the culinary team at The Lounge has 
created the Loving van Gogh Afternoon Tea, which features Vincent van Gogh-
themed edibles and drinks for artful foodies. The famed works provide plenty 
of inspiration for The Lounge’s desirable desserts. Guests can enjoy the ‘Starry 
Night,’ made of hazelnut chocolate mousse cake, and the ‘Sunflowers,’ coming in 
the form of green tea cupcakes. Call 2323 8888 to make a reservation.

JW Marriott Hotel Shenzhen Bao’an, 8 Baoxing Lu, Bao’an District 宝安区宝兴路8号深圳前海

华侨城JW万豪酒店 (2323 8888) 
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Silk 2/F, The Langham, Shenzhen, 7888 
Shennan Dadao, Futian District (8828 9888 
ext. 8921) 深圳东海朗廷酒店2层秀·自助餐厅 

Market Café 2/F, Hyatt Regency Shenzhen 
Airport, Shenzhen Baoan International Air-
port, Boa’an District (2345 1234) 宝安区深圳
宝安国际机场深圳机场凯悦酒店2层

 Café Marco 1/F, Marco Polo 
Shenzhen, 28 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian District 
(3322 7777) 福田区福华一路28号深圳马哥孛罗
好日子酒店1层 

NIGHTLIFE

 

 The George & Dragon is a quint-
essential British Pub; good draft beers, ales, 
and cider; comforting pub food and great 
BBQ; non-stop sports on three screens; 
secluded beer garden. Your home away 
from home. Also available for catering your 
parties and events. www.george-dragon.
com; e-mail: manager@george-dragon.com; 
tel: 2669 8564; Shop 3, behind Taizi Hotel, 
Taizi Lu 5, Shekou. 南山区太子路5号太子宾馆
1楼后排3号商铺

Club Viva No. 140, Fuhua Lu, Coco Park, 
Futian District 福田区福华路城建购物公园
140 号

Dazzle Club 3/F, Central Commercial Build-
ing, No.88 Fuhua 1st Road, Futian District 
(2348 1542) 福田区民田路中心商务大厦三楼

McCawley’s Irish Bar 1) Shop 151-152, 
Coco Park, Futian District (2531 3599) 2) 
Shop 118, Sea World, Shekou, Nanshan 
District (2668 4496) 1) 福田区购物公园151-
152 2) 南山区蛇口海上世界广场118号

Pepper Club 2/F, Shopping Park, Fuhua 
Lu, Fustian District (8319 9040) 福田区福华
路购物公园二楼

 The Terrace Above Starbucks, 
Sea World Plaza, Shekou, Nanshan District 
(2682 9105) 南山区蛇口海上世界广场2 楼星
巴克楼上 

EDUCATION
American International School, No. 
82,Gongyuan Lu, Shekou,Nanshan District 
(8619 4750)  
南山区蛇口公园路82号青少年活动中心 

Green Oasis School No. 4030, Shennan 
Middle Road, Tianmian, Futian District. 
(8399 6712) admission@greenoasis.org.cn   
www.greenoasis.org.cn
福田区田面村深南中路 4030 号

International School of Nanshan Shenzhen  
A Canadian school accepting application 
for Pre-Grade 1 through Grade 12. 11 
Longyuan Lu, Taiyuan Sub-District, Nanshan 
District (2666 1000, 2606 6968). admis-
sion@isnsz.com  www.isnsz.com  
南山区龙源路11号 

Merchiston International School  
No. 12 Shilongzai Road, Daliang Sub-
District, Longhua District, (400 867 0177) 
admissions@merchiston.cn, www.merchis-
ton.cn 龙华区大浪街道新石社区石龙仔路12号

 
Peninsula Montessori Kindergarten The 
Peninsula one, Jin Shiji Lu,  Shekou  Nan-
shan District ( 2685 1266)   
半岛城邦国际幼儿园 南山区蛇口东角头金世纪路1
号半岛城邦一期

Quality Schools International  
2/F Bitao Center, 8 Taizi Lu, 
Shekou,Nanshan District (2667 6031). 
www.shk.qsi.org  
南山区蛇口太子路 8 号碧涛中心 2 楼 

QSI International School of Shenzhen 

(Futian) A1, TCL Science Park, No. 1001 
Zhongshan Yuan, Nanshan District (8371 
7108) 南山区中山园路1001号TCL 科学园区A1栋            

Shekou International School   
Jingshan Villas, Gongye Er Lu, Shekou, Nan-
shan District (2669 3669). www.sis.org.cn
南山区蛇口工业二路鲸山别墅内

Shen Wai International School 29 Baishi 
San Lu, Nanshan (8654 1200, www.swis.cn)
深圳外国语学校国际部 南山区白石三道 29 号

HOTEL
Futian Shangri-La Hotel Shenzhen No.4088 
Yitian Lu, Futian District (8828 4088). 
福田香格里拉大酒店 福田区益田路 4088 号

Four Seasons Hotel Shenzhen 138 Fuhua 
San Lu, Futian District (8826 8888) 
福田区福华三路 138 号 

Grand Hyatt Shenzhen No.1881 Baoan Nan 
Lu, Luohu District (8266 1234) www.shen-
zhen.grand.hyatt.com  罗湖区宝安南路1881号

Hardrock Hotel Shenzhen， Hard Rock 
Cafe Shenzhen，No.9 Misson Hills 
Road,Shenzhen，0755-3395 2888 深圳硬石
酒店  观澜高尔夫大道9号 

Hilton Shenzhen Shekou Nanhai 1177, 
Wanghai Lu, Nanshan District 
深圳蛇口希尔顿南海酒店 南山区望海路 1177 号 
(2162 8888)

Hilton Shenzhen Futian Town B, Great China 
International Finance Centre, 1003 Shennan 
Dadao, Futian District  (2130 8888)  
福田区深南大道1003号大中华国际金融中心B座 

JW Marriott Shenzhen No.6005 Shennan 
Dadao, Futian District. (2269 8888) 
福田区深南大道 6005 号

JW Marriott Shenzhen Bao’an 8 Baoxing Lu, 
Baoan District (2323 8888) 
深圳前海华侨城 JW 万豪酒店 宝安区宝兴路 8 号

Marco Polo Shenzhen   Fuhua Yi Lu, 
CBD, Futian District (8298 9888). www.
cn.marcopolohotels.com 福田中心区福华一路

Shangri-La Hotel East of  the Luohu Train 
Station, Jianshe Lu, Luohu District (8233 
0888). www.shangri-la.com
罗湖区建设路火车站东侧

Sheraton Dameisha Resort 9 Yankui Lu, 
Dameisha, Yantian District (8888 6688) 
盐田大梅沙盐葵路 ( 大梅沙段 )9 号

St. Regis Shenzhen  No.5016 Shennan 
Dong Lu, Luohu District.(8308 8888) 
深圳瑞吉酒店 罗湖区深南东路 5016 号

The Langham, Shenzhen, No. 7888, Shen-
nan Dadao, Futian District (8828 9888). 
深圳朗廷酒店 福田区深南大道 7888 号

The Ritz-Carlton, Shenzhen 116 Fuhua San 
Lu, Futian District (2222 2222) 
福田区福华三路 116 号

The Venice Raytour Hotel Shenzhen 
No.9026, Shennan Dadao, Overseas Chi-
nese Town, Nanshan District (2693 6888) 
深圳威尼斯睿途酒店 南山区华侨城深南大道 9026 号

The Westin Shenzhen 9028-2 Shennan 
Dadao, Nanshan District (2698 8888) 
www.westin.com/shenzhen 南山区深南大道
9028号-2

Hyatt Regency Shenzhen Airport, Shen-
zhen Bao'an International Airport, Bao'an 
District 深圳机场凯悦酒店 宝安区深圳宝安国际机
场 (755-2345 1234)

InterContinental Shenzhen, No. 9009, 
Shennan Road, Nanshan District 深圳华侨城
洲际大酒店，南山区深南大道9009号 (3399 3388)

The Courtyard by Marriott Shenzhen 
Bao'an, No.46 Dongfang Road, Songgang, 
Bao'an District  宝安区松岗东方大道46号 (2986 
9888,  www.courtyardshenzhenbaoan.com)

HEALTH
Vista-SK International Medical Center Lvl 
4, Bldg 4C, Shenzhen Software Industry 
Base,Xuefu Lu, Nanshan District (3689 
9833) 南山区学府路软件产业基地4栋C座裙楼4层 
 
J&C Dental 4FG, China Economic Trade 
Building, No.8, Zizu Qilu, Futian District 
(13418536301) 福田区紫竹七道8号中国经贸
大厦4FG 



OPEN  DOORS

COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT             
SHENZHEN NORTHWEST 
Business Lunch Set
For your next lunch meeting, enjoy classic cuisine, good value and a relaxing 
atmosphere at Courtyard’s The Lounge, where a variety of starters, mains and 
fresh fruits await. Each set menu starts at just RMB78, which is an incredible deal, 
particularly considering the high-quality edibles that are on offer!

The Lounge, 1/F, Courtyard by Marriott Shenzhen Northwest, 6259 Bao’an Dadao, Bao’an 

District 宝安区宝安大道6259号同泰万怡酒店1楼 (2708 8888) 

SOCIAL AT THE ST. REGIS SHENZHEN
Savor Caviar Buffet Dinner
Social at The St. Regis Shenzhen is offering foodies the dining experience of a 
lifetime, presenting an exclusive caviar degustation buffet dinner featuring four 
types of world-class caviar. Don’t miss this exceptional gastronomic journey!

Social, The St. Regis Shenzhen, No. 5016 Shennan Road East, Luohu District 罗湖区深南东路

5016号深圳瑞吉酒店 (2223 9485)
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CLASSIFIEDS
JOBS OFFERED

CANTON GLOBAL ACADEMY (CGA) is 
an international school in Guangzhou 
operating the UK National Curriculum. 
It is part of the Canadian International 
Educational Organisation. Currently it has 
recruited students from Nursery (aged 3 
years) to Year 6 (aged 12 years) and the 
school is growing quickly. 
Required for January (or sooner)
Fully qualified and experienced Primary 
Years teachers. Preference will be given 
to applicants who have knowledge 
of and experience in teaching the UK 
National Curriculum Primary programme 
and to those who may have specialist 
qualifications for example in ESL, science 
and Music.
CGA OFFERS
*Initial two-year contract
*Competitive salary
*Annual flight allowance
*International Health insurance
*Benefits including accommodation 
allowance, end of contract bonus
Applicants should send a full CV listing two 
independent educational referees and a 
letter of application on/by 31 December to
Charles Chao, Chief Operations Officer, on 
charles.chao@cgagz.com 
from whom further information may be 
obtained.

Mobile Game company business 
development position.  
A NASDAQ-listed Shenzhen-based mobile 
game company. iDreamSky is looking for 
an expat for one business development 
position, native English speaker and fluent 
in Mandarin a must, well versed with 
mobile games or business negotiation 
experience a plus.  Responsible for 
looking for Western games suitable for 
the Chinese market and contacting the 
game developers. Our office is located in 
Nanshan district, Shenzhen. If interested, 
please send resume to Evan at evan.liang@
idreamsky.com.

MOVING & SHIPPING   

AGS Four Winds is a leading international 
moving company that offers a full range of 
relocation, moving and storage services. 
With our global network of over 300 
offices worldwide plus 40 years experience 
in the moving industry, we know your 
concerns and have the ability to serve you 
anywhere in the world.
We are FAIM & ISO 9001-2008 accredited, 
members of the FAIM and FIDI.
Contact us for FREE survey and quotation:
Tel: +8620 8363 3735/ +86 139 2277 1676
Email: manager.guangzhou@
agsfourwinds.com
Website: www.agsfourwinds.com

HarMoniCare Women & Children's Hospital 12018 Shennan Dadao, by Nanshan Dadao (3339 
1333) 深圳和美妇儿科医院  南山区深南大道12018号

C-MER (Shenzhen) Dennis Lam Eye Hospital 1-2/F, Shengtang Bldg, 1 Tairan Jiu Lu, 
Chegongmiao, Futian District (4001 666 120, 3322 7188) 福田区车公庙泰然九路一号盛唐大厦
1-2层 

IMC(International Medical Center)  
serves the local community and expatriates from all over the world. We are proud to provide 
private, personalized healthcare for each patient. Our experienced staff  from Hong Kong, 
Mainland China and overseas provide comprehensive medical services including general and 
specialty outpatient services, health assessments, inpatient services and more. Scan QR Code 
above for more info of  IMC. 深圳市福田区海园一路，香港大学深圳医院国际医疗中心 International 
Medical Centre，The University of Hong Kong - Shenzhen Hospital, 1, Haiyuan 1st Road, Futian 
District, Shenzhen (8691 3388）

HAIR SALONS
Shang Hair B2S-001, Coco Park, Fuhua San Lu, Futian District (8887 9899)福田区福华三路星河
Coco Park商场负二楼B2S-001

Toni & Guy 1) S248, The MIXC Shenzhen, Luohu District (2290 9505) 2) 103, Section C, Sea 
World, Wanghai Lu, by Xinghua Lu, Shekou, Nanshan District (2290 9521) 1) 罗湖区宝安南路
1881号万象城S248商铺 2) 南山区蛇口望海路海上世界C区103店

 
 BUSINESS

China-Italy Chamber of Commerce 
Rm220, 2/F, International Chamber Of  Commerce, Fuhua San Lu, Futian District (Tel: 8632 
9518; fax: 8632 9528). www.cameraitacina.com `
福田区福华三路国际商会中心 2 楼 220 室

European Union Chamber of Commerce Rm 308, 3/F Overseas Chinese Scholars Venture 
Building, southern section of  High-Tech Industrial Park, Nanshan District (Tel: 8635 0920; 
fax: 8632 9785). 
南山高新科技园南区留学生创业大厦 3 楼 308 室

French Chamber of Commerce in South China (CCIFC) Room 318, 3/F Chinese Overseas 
Scholars Venture Building,South section of  Hi-tech Industry Park, Nanshan District (Tel: 8632 
9602; fax: 8632 9736) www.ccifc.org 南山区科技园南区留学生创业大厦3楼318室 
 
German Chamber of Commerce  
Room 4A-11, Zone C, Zhong Ke Nano Building Yuexing Liu Lu, Nanshan District (8635 0487) 
www.china.ahk.de 中国深圳市南山区粤兴六道中科纳能大厦C区4A - 11
 
The American Chamber of Commerce in South China Rm 208, 2/F Overseas Chinese Schol-
ars Venture Building, southern section of  High-Tech Industrial Park, Nanshan District (Tel: 
2658 8342; fax: 2658 8341). www.amcham-southchina.org 

The British Chamber of Commerce, Shenzhen Sub-Chamber Rm 314, 3/F Overseas Chinese 
Scholars Venture Building, southern section of  High-Tech Industrial Park, Nanshan District 
(2658 8350). 深圳市南山区高新科技园南区留学生创业大厦3楼314室 
 
Morefoods No1,1F,Building A ,OCEAN city Garden,Shekou New Street, Nanshan 
District,shenzhen  (8827 9078) 深圳市南山区蛇口新街澳城花园A栋一楼1号铺  



JUNE

You’re another year older but you’re 
still getting boozed-up like a college 
kid five nights a week. Time to lay 
off the sauce a bit and take up a new 
hobby. May we suggest plogging?

Gemini
5.22~6.21

Pisces
2.20~3.20

While your optimistic outlook on life 
might annoy some expats, it keeps you 
sane in the cutthroat world of training 
center teaching. Keep up the cheer 
this month and destroy all the Debbie 
downers with your happy outlook.

Summer is coming up quick and you 
haven’t hit the gym since September. 
Tsk, tsk! This month, get that beach 
bod back by trying out one of the many 
bootcamps happening around town.

Cancer
6.22~7.22

Taurus
4.21~5.21

Now is the time to make decisions! 
Move forward! Hit on the bao’an at 
work.  Buy those noise  cancel ing 
headphones off thMart. Put pig brain 
in your hot pot. Nothing ventured, 
nothing gained!

Be careful this month! The waimai  
delivery guy might be headed the 
wrong way up the street or the rain 
m i g h t  m a ke  t h e  s i d e w a l k  e x t r a 
slippery. Stay safe and wear your red 
underwear for extra luck.

Aries
3.21~4.20

Work, work, work, work, work, work 
[sang Rihanna].  It’s going to be a 
hectic month for you at the office, but 
you need to slog through it. You’ll be 
surprised how much you accomplish if 
you skip your usual afternoon nap.

Leo
7.23~8.23

Aquarius
1.21~2.19

Stop trying to save the world, you 
don’t have to help everyone and you 
certainly don’t need to lend money 
to your drunk English teacher friend 
again. That said, if a pregnant woman 
walks on the metro – give her your 
seat.

Horoscopes
Finally, a horoscope that understands your life in Shenzhen. 

BY NAOMI LOUNSBURY

The fact that you have an American 
accent when you speak Chinese has 
not hindered your lust to ‘go places.’ 
Keep practicing with taxi drivers this 
month to truly reach your direction-
giving potential.

Virgo
8.24~9.23

You had a very social May, so take 
some time for yourself this month 
by visiting one of the many cat cafes 
around town or going for a picnic at 
Dameisha Beach.

Libra
9.24~10.23

Stop trying to meet people on Tantan. 
Scorpiobaby,  we love you but  we 
have to tell you that it never works. 
Try meeting some of your peers at a 
networking event instead of hitting on 
‘that girl’ who works at Daka Club.

Scorpio
10.24~11.22

Capricorn
12.22~1.20

While working tirelessly is a huge 
blessing, according to Jack Ma, it 
doesn’t actually help you achieve 
‘self-actualization.’ Take a couple of 
minutes each day to ask what your 
ultimate goal is and refocus on that.

Don’t  get discouraged when your 
colleagues give you some unwanted 
feedback. Learn to take criticism like 
a Chinese middleman, by nodding your 
head, saying “hao , hao , hao ,” and then 
doing whatever you please.

Sagittarius
11.23~12.21

That’s 

Shenzhen
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