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MARCH  2019Editor’s Note
The gloom of winter is now behind us, and in the coming weeks and months we can expect South China’s 

oppressive heat (and the rain) to return. To celebrate the arrival of spring, we decided to tackle a story we’ve 

talked about in the That’s editorial office for at least two years: China’s dinosaurs. While admittedly a massive, 

multi-book-worthy topic, we chose to focus on three areas we found most interesting: China’s long-nosed T-rex 

species, the illegal fossil trade and a Beijing-based artist who brings extinct creatures back to life. It’s a fascinating 

selection of topics and you can learn more about China’s prehistoric past on pages 36-47. 

I’d like to take this chance to extend a personal thanks to paleontologist Steve Brusatte and artist Zhao Chuang, 

without them this story would not have come to fruition. 

In addition to dinos, we’re introducing a new column this month to replace our popular Daytripper series: Out 

of Town. Over the past several years we have slowly covered what we believe is the vast majority of worthwhile 

day trips in the PRD and, as a result, we’ve decided to set our sights slightly further afield and offer interesting and 

fun weekend getaway ideas. Check out our inaugural Out of Town column on page 19. 

I’d like to wrap this issue up by bidding farewell to That’s PRD’s head designer, Jack Lin (林川青) – or, as I like 

to call him, Jacqueline. He started with the company back in 2013, and his patience and humor will be greatly 

missed. Good luck, Jack, we’ll miss you. 

Catch you all in April! 

Matthew Bossons
 Editor-in-Chief 

Hourly updates on news, 
current affairs and general 
weirdness from around the 

PRD and China.

This month’s cover illustration comes courtesy of  
 © Zhao Chuang from PNSO

Hourly updates on news, 
current affairs and general 
weirdness from around the 

PRD and China.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

facebook.com/ThatsShenzhen 

twitter.com/ThatsShenzhen

youtube.com/thatsonline

#THATSSHENZHEN
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F olks were asked to stay out of the 
water at Baiyun Lake last month 
after a monstrous fish was spotted 

thrashing on the water’s surface. Initial 
speculation suggested the creature was 
a 2-meter-long alligator gar, a species of 
prehistoric fish native to the southern 
United States and northern Mexico. 

In response to the sighting, authorities  
posted a notice at the lake warning citizens 
not to swim. 

After draining large portions of 
Baiyun Lake, a team from Guangzhou 
Rivers Biotechnology Co. managed to 
catch not only the alligator gar, which 
weighed 20 pounds and stretched 1.2 
meters in length (a tad shorter than the 
previously predicted 2 meters), but also 

another species of gar, which measured 90 
centimeters, during their search.

While it’s not immediately clear how 
the fish ended up in a Guangzhou lake, it 
has been speculated that the animal was 
released by Buddhists who were “looking 
to gain favor” by freeing captive creatures.

While the fish is certainly a long way 
from its traditional North American home, 
this is far from the first time the species 
has appeared in Asia.

The fish has previously been found 
as an invasive species in Hong Kong, 
Singapore and parts of India (presumably 
released by aquarium hobbyists). On 
the Chinese mainland, a 1-meter-long 
alligator gar was caught by a fisherman in 
Shenzhen’s Buji River back in May of 2017. 
In October 2017, two of the prehistoric 

fish were discovered in an artificial 
waterway in a park in Liuzhou, Guangxi. 
Park authorities believe the fish ended up 
in the waterway after being released by a 
Liuzhou resident who had previously kept 
the fish species as pets.

Alligator gar have roamed the fresh 
and brackish waters of our planet since the 
time of the dinosaurs, with fossil evidence 
suggesting the animal has been around 
since the Early Cretaceous Period, over a 
100 million years ago.

The torpedo-shaped fish species, 
which can grow to over 3 meters in 
length, allegedly derives its name from its 
alligator-like snout, which is lined with 
long, terror-inducing teeth. 

CITY
Love of His Life
Rao Pingru on turning the memories of his 
late wife into pictures and words, p14

TALES OF THE CITY

Urban Dictionary
P11

Dashan Apologizes 
P10
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BAIYUN LAKE MONSTER
Large, Prehistoric Fish Caught in Guangzhou Lake

By Matthew Bossons

W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  M A R C H  2 0 1 9 |  S Z  |  9



THE BUZZ
E D I T O R . P R D @ U R B A N A T O M Y . C O M

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

 DON’T YOU KNOW WHO I AM?

Mark Rowswell (aka Dashan)
One of China’s most famous foreign stars, Mark 
Rowswell, better known by his stage name Dashan, 
voluntarily apologized on Twitter on February 8 for 
appearing in blackface 35 years ago during a school 
assembly in Ottawa, Canada.

In his social media apology, Rowswell wrote, 
“I performed in blackface in high school in 1984. I 
meant no disrespect, but it was wrong. I am sorry. I 
don’t believe any of my friends understood the his-
torical context or racist implications. It’s not hard to 
remember dumb things you did 30+ years ago, so let 
me share this.” 

In both his Twitter apology and in a statement 
emailed to That’s, Rowswell explained that he and 
his friends purchased black makeup from a drama 
supplies outlet to emulate The Temptations for their 
performance of ‘My Girl’ at the assembly. Rowswell 
asserts that they meant no disrespect and were just 
trying to pay tribute to their heroes and role models. 

Rowswell is known for his numerous TV ap-
pearances, including performances on CCTV’s Spring 
Festival Gala, and serves as Canada’s Goodwill 
Ambassador to China.

“I swear I will never jaywalk again. Please don’t 
torture me with horrible stuff like this. Please”
… so wrote one person after being forced by Shanghai police to watch 
bloody video footage of people being hit by vehicles. This graphic new 
punishment is aimed at jaywalkers, with the logic behind the program 
being that when people witness the moment others lose their life due to 
jaywalking, they will realize that they could befall the same fate. Since the 
new regulation was implemented, more than 100 jaywalkers have been 
asked to watch the educational video. Most of them were invited to leave 
their reviews as well.

RANDOM NUMBER

823 Million 
That’s the number of digital hongbao 
sent on WeChat over the course of the 
weeklong Chinese New Year holiday – a 
7 percent increase compared to last 
year. Beijingers took home top honors 
among Chinese cities for sending and 
receiving the most digital money, with 
Guangzhou and Chongqing as runners-
up. Meanwhile, users born in the 1990s 
sent and received the most hongbao 
among all age groups. Love ’em or hate 
’em, digital red packets are here to stay.

We all know this small subset of the human 
population: they are popular because they 
are genuinely nice, and they are nice because 
they’ve never been damaged. They were born 
into a good and well-off family. Their parents 
still love each other, encouraged them to do 
things, knew how to give “the talk” and basi-
cally did everything right. 

These rare humans are socially charm-
ing. They are trusting, warm and confident. 
Thanks to a good upbringing, they know 
when to be humble and when to be assertive. 
Thanks to a good education, others do not in-
timidate them. They have a lot of friends and 
are always making more. 

They are romantically successful too. 
They know their worth and don’t settle or 
self-sabotage. They have faith in love and can 
form long-lasting relationships, thanks to 
examples set by their parents. They then pass 
on their good fortune to their offspring. On 
and on it goes. 

Meanwhile, the rest of us witnessed our 
parents struggling to keep it together, never 
got much encouragement growing up, and 
end up stumbling through life living on a few 
prayers. 

We watch on as the lucky ones claim all 
the success, seemingly effortlessly. We envi-
ously scroll through their WeChat Moments, 

which are filled with smiles and sunshine. We 
hate them but we can’t fault them, because 
they never did anything wrong. 

In the end, we give up comparing our-
selves to them and just place them in one 
group, which we call xiaotianbing, or ‘little 
cookies,’ because their lives are one sweet, 
delicious and warm ball of dough. You get a 
good feeling just looking at them. 

A xiaotianbing has never been messed up 
by their parents, scolded by their teachers, 
abandoned by their lovers or fired by their 
bosses. Why would they? They are lovely! 
A xiaotianbing has three birthday parties 
with cakes and balloons each year. They get 
promoted each year. Their lives are always 
in good balance. They are excited to try new 
things and learn a new skill each year. They 
are going to make great parents one day. 
Their entire lives are a virtuous cycle. 

Meanwhile, the rest of us stay up till 4 in 
the morning dealing with our own neurosis, 
get to work three hours late, beat ourselves 
up with guilt and take it out on our partners. 
Our parents call us and tell us they knew we 
wouldn’t amount to anything. Afterwards, we 
open WeChat Moments, see a xiaotianbing’s 
guileless smile and wonder where it all went 
wrong. Mia Li

xiaotianbing / xiǎo tián bǐng /小甜饼 noun. 
little cookie, someone who’s born into a well-
off family, has an easy life, is nice and popular

Lily just got elected to  
be class president!

 It must be good to be a 
xiaotianbing. 

She once told me her parents 
taught her that studying was FUN.  

Good. She’s got good grades and loves 
to help others. 

小甜饼

W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  M A R C H  2 0 1 9 |  S Z  |  1 11 0  |  S Z  |  M A R C H  2 0 1 9  |  W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M



DESTINATION SHANGHAI

American playwright and author of Long 
Day’s Journey into Night Eugene O’Neill 
tore up the town and then had a mental 
breakdown in 1928...

The pressures of being America’s most in-
demand playwright, and a long-running 
messy divorce, led O’Neill to flee Manhattan 
and head East, via France, to Shanghai. He 
was accompanied by his mistress, Broadway 
actress Carlotta Monterey. O’Neill hit the 
town hard; the couple fought like cats 
and dogs until he eventually collapsed. 
Meanwhile, the world’s press had begun a 
manhunt for the missing playwright. They 
eventually found him hiding out at the Astor 
House Hotel, whereupon one of Shanghai’s 
biggest-ever press and paparazzi scrums 
ensued.

Actors Douglas Fairbanks and Mary 
Pickford nearly found themselves 
banned from Shanghai in 1929...

In 1929, Fairbanks and Pickford undertook 
a world tour to sell the new concept of ‘talk-
ing pictures’ to the world.  London, Paris, 
Geneva, Cairo, Penang… everywhere the 
streets were mobbed with adoring fans of 
the world’s most famous celebrity couple. 
But the Chinese film censors had been un-
happy with the portrayal of a Chinese char-
acter in Fairbanks’s hit movie The Thief of 
Baghdad. They threatened to ban him from 
the country. A PR disaster of Titanic pro-
portions loomed; Hollywood’s representa-
tives in China eventually sorted it out as 
the couple steamed towards the Bund, and 
Fairbanks and Pickford charmed Shanghai.  

African-American poet Langston Hughes 
arrived in Shanghai in 1933, lunched with 
Madame Sun Yat-sen, and didn’t think 
much of the YMCA...

Hughes came to Shanghai in the summer of 
1933 after having visited the Soviet Union 
and Japan. Soong Ching-ling, Madame Sun, in-
vited him to dinner at her Frenchtown house 
for a traditional Chinese banquet. Hughes 
found her irresistible. He later went for din-
ner with the writer Lu Xun. However, his 
search for decent lodgings was intensely an-
noying. The ‘Chinese’ YMCA, on the junction 
of Sichuan Bei Lu and Shantou Lu, accepted 
‘coloreds,’ but the other YMCA (American-
run), which Hughes’s referred to as the 
‘White’s YMCA,’ on Xizang Lu in Frenchtown, 
didn’t. Understandably, Hughes was to re-
main bitter about the racist regulations at 
the YMCA for many years afterwards, and rail 
against their ‘Jim Crow’ policies in his famous 
1938 poem, Roar China!

Six Famous Sojourners Who Made a Mark on the ’Hai 
By Paul French

How well do you know your old Shanghai sojourners? Over the decades so many foreigners – rich, poor; 
famous, infamous; European, American; dodgy, legit – came to Shanghai. It’s hard to keep track of them all. 
A few have lived on in the city’s consciousness; most have been forgotten. It seems everyone knows of the 
greatest geniuses who dropped by – Noël Coward (probably) wrote Private Lives in his suite at the Cathay 
Hotel in 1929; Charlie Chaplin and his new bride Paulette Goddard clowned for the cameras with opera star 
Mei Langfang in 1936; Einstein visited in 1922 to lecture on the theory of relativity and, of course, in 2017 Paris 
Hilton ate a xiaolongbao, called spaghetti Bolognese Chinese food, and said “Shanghai looks like the future!”  
Here are snippets of six of the 18 tales in the new book, Destination Shanghai (Blacksmith Books), which will 
be launched at this year’s Shanghai International Literary Festival. 
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Sir Roger Hollis, former head of 
Britain’s domestic counter-intelli-
gence agency MI5, arrived in 1929, 
and was possibly recruited as a Soviet 
spy...

Hollis has long been considered by 
many to be the ‘Fifth Man’ – the British 
traitor, after Philby, Burgess, Blunt and 
Maclean – that was never exposed. In 
1929, Roger Hollis arrived in Shanghai to 
work for British-American Tobacco. He 
regularly visited the Zeitgeist Bookstore 
on Bei Suzhou Lu, a left-wing shop run 
by German communists. There he met 
well-known American left-wing agitator 
Agnes Smedley, who was recruiting for 
the Soviet-run ‘Sorge Ring’ of spies op-
erating in China and Japan. After several 
visits, Hollis stopped going to the book-
shop and stopped seeing Smedley. Soon 
after, he left the tobacco business and 
China, returned to England, joined the 
secret intelligence services and neglected 
to mention to them his old friends on the 
Suzhou Creek. Had he been recruited? 
Was he effectively a Soviet agent at the 
heart of Britain’s spy apparatus from 
1929? It seems highly likely. 

Warner Oland of Charlie Chan fame was 
surprisingly welcomed to Shanghai in 
1936 and presented with a moustache 
comb by the Mayor...

The Swedish-American actor played Charlie 
Chan on screen 16 times, including in Charlie 
Chan in Shanghai in 1935. That movie was 
so popular with Chinese audiences that 
Hollywood sent Oland on a promotional tour 
to Shanghai and Hong Kong. Chinese censors 
had objected to a lot of Hollywood movies 
and movie stars they felt insulted the Chinese 
people – Douglas Fairbanks, Harold Lloyd 
and, just before Oland arrived in town, his old 
friend and regular co-star Chinese-American 
Anna May Wong. But Oland was mobbed by 
fans at the Bund arrival. He was followed 
everywhere by admiring throngs throughout 
his stay in Shanghai. The mayor of Shanghai 
threw a banquet for him and presented him 
with a moustache comb declaring him an 
“Ambassador of Good Will” from America to 
China. The reason for Oland’s acceptance was 
simple really – Charlie Chan may have been 
a white actor in ‘yellowface’ spouting cod 
Confucian aphorisms, but he solved crimes 
by using his intelligence, didn’t drink and was 
a good family man. 

Penelope Fitzgerald’s The Bookshop, which 
has nothing whatsoever to do with China, was 
written in Broadway Mansions in 1977...

Fitzgerald, recently widowed, decided to take 
one of the first package holidays to China in 
December 1977. After visiting Beijing, the 
tour party came to Shanghai and stayed in 
the Broadway Mansions. The rooms were still 
steam-heated and horrendously stuffy; foreign 
guests were discouraged from venturing out 
alone to walk around the city. So Fitzgerald, un-
able to sleep, decided to stop writing her travel 
diary and start a novel – The Bookshop, perhaps 
her best-loved book. The story of Florence 
Green, a middle-aged widow, who decides to 
open a bookshop in a small English town was a 
bestseller. Florence, the Old House Bookshop, 
the eccentric population of Hardborough in 
Suffolk, were all created while a homesick 
Fitzgerald gazed out the window at Suzhou 
Creek, the Garden Bridge and the Bund. 
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LOVE OF HIS LIFE
Rao Pingru on Turning the Memories of His Late Wife 
into Pictures and Words
By Dominic Ngai “Meitang was a very tra-

ditional woman with a 
strong personality. Even 

when her health wasn’t so good, her 
willpower never wavered,” Rao Ruping 
says in Jiangxi accent-tinged Mandarin. 
For someone who’s 98 years old, he is 
extremely articulate, especially when 
sharing stories about his wife of 60 
years, Mao Meitang, who passed away 
11 years ago. “She was very practical 
and realistic, whereas I’m more of a 
dreamer.” 

We’re sitting in the Changning 
District apartment of his fourth son’s 
family, with whom Rao’s currently 
living. Nowadays, he spends his time 
practicing calligraphy, drawing, playing 
the piano and devouring volumes of 
classic Chinese literature. “I still think 
about [my wife] every now and then. 
When I see an old lady playing with a 
smartphone, I’d wonder if she’d be able 
to manage that if she were to be alive 
today. I live a pretty quiet life now, I’ve 
been through quite a lot already,” he 
says, adding that he’s “at peace” with 
everything that has happened. “Life is 
too short. I turn 98 this year… but it’s 
still not long enough.”

The Nanchang-born writer and art-
ist’s turbulent life is documented in 
detail in his 2013 illustrated autobiog-
raphy, Our Story: A Memoir of Love and 
Life in China. Readers are taken through 
more than eight decades of time from 
his birth in 1922, to his life as a young 
soldier fighting against the Japanese, 
and later falling in love and starting a 
family with Mao Meitang when the war 
ended. After a few good years together, 
the young couple were separated by 
the government when Rao was sent 
to a re-education camp in 1958 due to 
his previous Kuomintang affiliation, 
where he spent more than two decades 
before his eventual return to his fam-
ily in Shanghai in 1979. The story ends 
in 2008, when his wife succumbed to 
her battle with various illnesses that 
plagued the final stage of her life. 

For Rao, the writing process was 
his way to mourn her death, and to cel-
ebrate their six decade-long marriage. 

F E A T U R E  |  C I T Y

“I’d never thought I’d ever write a book 
until Meitang passed away,” he admits. 
“At first, I’d only wanted to record our 
precious memories with words and 
paintings for our children and grand-
children.”

During his free time, Rao began 
writing down bits and pieces of memo-
ries that came to mind at random, and 
adding illustrations to them. A few 
months into the process, one of his 
granddaughters who works as an editor 
at a publishing house came to visit him 
at his home. “I showed her one of my 
most recent paintings at the time – the 
wedding scene –  she took a picture 
with her phone and posted it on the 
internet. The internet is very cool; lots 
of people saw her post!” Rao says of the 
beginning of an exciting chapter of his 
life.

For the months that followed, Rao 
was interviewed by various media 
outlets across the country, and even ap-
peared on a CCTV program that brought 
his story into the homes of millions of 
viewers. Subsequently, a Guangxi-based 
publisher approached him with an of-
fer to turn his words and drawings into 
a book. In collaboration with his edi-
tors, Rao added more content to fill in 
the gaps of the story, which eventually 
led to the initial release of Our Story in 
2013.

Immediately, the feedback was 
overwhelming. Readers were not only 
touched by the couple’s sweet, lov-
ing moments at the beginning of their 
courtship and the sadness of his wife’s 
untimely departure in the end. Seeing 
their unwavering devotion to one an-
other throughout all these years – even 
during the toughest challenges life had 
thrown at them as a result of one of 
the most turbulent periods in modern 
Chinese history – was the most captivat-
ing part of their journey.

“Yes, it was very tough for us,” Rao 
says, recalling the harsh times he’d 
spent in a labor camp in rural Anhui 
from 1958-1979. “The only way for us 
to communicate was by writing let-
ters. Meitang was very supportive of 
me during that whole time. She was 

always worried about my well-being, both 
physically and mentally. The first letter I 
got from her had a family photo attached to 
it. She had a smile on her face. On the back, 
she wrote, ‘Don’t worry about us, we’re do-
ing fine. Focus on your re-education and we 
will see each other soon.’”

After its success in China, Our Story 
has since been translated into seven other 
languages, including an English version 
that came out last May. Back in 2017, Rao’s 
French publisher invited him to Paris for a 
publicity tour, where he was interviewed by 
various media outlets and held several talks 
about his work. It was on this trip when he 
realized a bigger lesson from his own story. 

“There’s a Chinese phrase, bainian 
xielao (百年偕老, ‘grow old together’), 
which we use as a blessing to newlyweds. 
That was brought up in one of the talks, 
and I then realized the idea of being able 
to grow old with your partner is something 
that everyone longs for, regardless of where 
they are from. Young couples break up and 
get divorced very easily nowadays. Before 
making any rash decisions, they should 
think about the love that brought them to-
gether in the first place.”

When asked about the first thing he’d 
like to say to his wife when they reunite in 
heaven one day, Rao paused for a moment. 
The raindrops outside the window became 
deafening. “There are two people in my life 
that I have failed. One is my mother and 
the other is my wife. As a husband, I wasn’t 
even able to provide a stable life for her, 
where she could live comfortably and didn’t 
have to worry about putting food on the 
table for the family. For that, I’d like to say 
I’m sorry to her.”

Life is too short. I turn 
98 this year, but it’s still 
not long enough

C I T Y  |  F E A T U R E
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IAN DOUGLAS-
JONES
Founder of Atelier I-N-D-J
Interview by Dominic Ngai

Shortly after graduating from the Royal 
College of Art London with a Master’s degree 
in architecture, Ian Douglas-Jones founded his 
Shanghai-based design practice Atelier I-N-
D-J in 2009. Since then, the multidisciplinary 
firm has taken on a vast range of projects 
from restaurants, shops and office spaces to 
lighting fixtures, furniture and art installations 
for clients across China and around the world. 
We caught up with the jack-of-all-trades in 
design to look back at the beginning of his 
career and discuss his latest work.

“The urgency of climate change means that there 
is increasing space for more cerebral and conscious 

designers to effect positive change”
When did you first develop an interest in 
design and architecture and make the de-
cision to pursue a career in this field?

My introduction to architecture came when 
I had completed my A Levels. Since I had 
always had an aptitude for drawing and en-
joyed making things in my parents’ garage, I 
took a job as an assistant for a local architect. 
My employer (Alan Seager) quickly became a 
mentor who guided me towards my degree, 
and helped me find my calling. To Alan, I am 
forever grateful. 

You established Atelier I-N-D-J in 2009. 
Over the last 10 years, what are the major 
changes in the Chinese market that you’ve 
noticed?

There is certainly an awakening of design 
consciousness. Clients are looking for differ-
entiation beyond basic price points, and qual-
ity, originality, creativity and a sort of ‘tribal 
allegiance’ through brand experiences is 
coming through, which is good news for good 
designers as the market segments further. 
There are also opportunities as other more 
pressing factors present themselves. The 
urgency of climate change means that there 
is increasing space for more cerebral and 
conscious designers to effect positive change, 
rather than design for design’s sake.

Your firm’s portfolio spans many disci-
plines. Is there a common thread that can 
be found in your work across all these dif-
ferent mediums?

I think this is quite hard to pinpoint since we 
approach projects quite differently since they 
each have unique qualities (location, context 
or stakeholder requirements), however, a 
common thread might be our approach and 
design methodology; we are always pushing 
the envelope to draw inspiration from other 
disciplines or areas.

In a 2014 interview, the writer mentioned 
that lighting is a dominant element of 
your design. Is this still true? 

Yes, I would say that lighting is still a crucial 
element. We have an upcoming project in 
the Shenzhen Metro featuring an interactive 
light installation that reacts to passersby, 
giving visitors a ‘digital shadow’ in changing 
color and animation. Thanks to AI technol-
ogy and accessibility to complex program-
ming, we can now do many amazing things 
with light.

Can you tell us a little bit about your lat-
est installations in Xintiandi for Design 
Shanghai? 

This year, we have two installations, and we 

want to leave a lasting impression with both 
– not just a visual wow factor but also a con-
scious story that can effect change or raise 
awareness on particular topics. In this case, 
we’re exploring the issues of species diversity 
degradation and climate change. 

You’ve lived and worked in London, 
Auckland and Shanghai. How have these 
cities inspired you personally?

Global cities all share similar qualities: 
world-class restaurants, retailers, museums, 
galleries, real estate, etc. However, what I’ve 
noticed is the disparity in ‘quality of life.’ 
Auckland was a real experience whereby 
work-life balance is well protected, and tak-
ing time off is not frowned upon. Personally, 
I think people work too much and too hard 
in Shanghai. As a company, we try to channel 
the idea of working effectively so we have 
time for the other things we love outside 
of work. For me, connecting with nature is 
super important and needs to be nurtured 
while living in a concrete jungle, and we 
hold this as particularly important for our 
child too. There is more to life than archi-
tecture!

See more of Atelier I-N-D-J’s work on i-n-d-j.com. 
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How to get there:
From Shenzhen: 
Take a high-speed train from 
Shenzhen North Railway 
Station to Guangzhou South 
Railway Station. From there, 
take another high-speed train 
to Yangjiang Station. 

From Guangzhou: 
From Guangzhou South Railway 
Station, take the high-speed 
train to Yangjiang Station. 

Like most third-tier cities in 
China, Yangjiang is a place 
of stark contrasts. Located 

in southwestern Guangdong, 
the prefecture-level city is liter-
ally steeped in old culture, with 
a large, aging population and a 
number of urban farms and urban 
villages. In the vicinity of these 
older structures are new, scaf-
folded buildings climbing upwards 
at a fast pace. 

On Yangjiang’s Hailing Island, 
this bipolar state of existence is 
also noticeable: while stunningly 
beautiful, the island’s raging 
tourism industry and numerous 
fishing businesses also render it 
tragically dirty.

While the city is at points 
beset by litter, it also has its mo-
ments of scenic serenity, given 
its geographical location on the 
long diagonal coastline that 
stretches from Guangzhou down 
to Zhanjiang. 

Most tourists visit two distinct 
areas of the city: Yangjiang’s urban 
area, where the city’s high-speed 
railway is located, and Hailing 
Island, the region’s main attrac-
tion, which is located to the south-
west of the city. Here, we tell you 

tuned to water sports, hitch a ride 
on a jet ski with a local driver for 
RMB150 per three turns around 
the small bay.

Taste
As a coastal city, Yangjiang is 
famed for its piscatorial delights. 
Crabs, shrimp, crawfish and many 
other aquatic treats are available 
at the numerous outdoor bar-
becues and seafood restaurants 
along the coast. We tried out 
Huayang Yucun near Mawei Island 
and were delighted by their spicy 
hairy crab, which cost just RMB48 
per pound. 

Stay
There is an abundance of cheap, 
Chinese-style hotels that dot the 
area and, while nothing special, 
they do the job. We recommend 
staying on Hailing Island, but be 
sure to call ahead to check that 
your hotel of choice accepts for-
eigners. And, like everywhere else 
in China, make sure that you book 

OUT OF TOWN

Yangjiang’s Hailing Island

what to see, do, taste and where to 
stay while visiting this fascinating 
part of Guangdong province. 

See
One of the more redeeming fea-
tures of Yangjiang are the city’s 
beautiful waterways, with a net-
work of rivers winding through 
the city to Beijin Harbor. When 
visiting the area, take the op-
portunity to learn about the local 
economy by visiting the National 
Maritime Silk Road Museum on 
Hailing Island. From the museum, 
you can easily reach Mawei Island, 
where you can gaze out over the 
ocean and gape at the plethora of 
fishing boats that dot the water’s 
surface. 

Do 
On the western tip of Hailing 
Island, ATV rentals are available 
and visitors can race up and down 
the beach. On our visit, the cost of 
an ATV rental was set at RMB100 
for 30 minutes. If you are more at-

in advance if you're planning on 
coming during the holidays, as the 
city is a popular tourist destina-
tion during the high season. BG

Images courtesy of Andy Barraclough

UNDER THE LENS

SK-II’s New Meet Me 
Halfway Campaign
Following up on their successful ad cam-
paigns about modern single women in 
China, SK-II released another online doc-
umentary titled Meet Me Halfway, which 
explores the pressure singles face during 
Chinese New Year family gatherings. 
The short film, which was released right 
after the weeklong holiday, details three 
young women’s emotional meetings 
with their parents after years of evasion 
due to their relationship status. Through 
the film, SK-II hopes to inspire a dia-
logue between the two generations on 
their views of marriage, and to empower 
women to make their own choices and 
shape their own destinies.

> sk-ii.com

COVET

Sandy Liang’s Leopard Print Fleece
New York Fashion Week has in recent sea-
sons become the perfect opportunity for 
Chinese designers and brands to step onto 
the global stage. (Hello Li-Ning!)

After the success of the infamous 
Laoganma hoodie in September, last month’s 
AW2019 edition of the event gave the spot-
light to another old lady: Chinese-American 
designer Sandy Liang’s grandma. Dressed 
in her granddaughter’s leopard print fleece, 
which was dubbed by the New York Times 
as “the hottest jacket at New York Fashion 
Week,” Grandma Liang appeared in the 
fashion section of the paper along with an in-
terview with the designer, who said that her 
grandma “low-key loved” all the attention she 
was getting at her show. 

> sandyliang.info

OVERHEARD

“We don’t live in a world of 
wanghong filters”
… so commented one Weibo user in de-
fense of Zara’s new controversial make-
up ad. The whole debacle began as an in-
nocent promotion for the fast fashion la-
bel’s new line of lipsticks, but a series of 
close-ups of model Li Jingwen’s freckled 
face had some ultra-sensitive Chinese 
netizens extremely fired up. While some 
saw them as Zara’s deliberate attempt 
to make Asian women look ugly, others 
applauded the authenticity showcased 
in these photos, adding that Li’s freckles 
are actually quite cute. In an attempt to 
set the record straight, Zara put out an 
official response saying that these pho-
tos were shot under natural lighting and 
had not been Photoshopped.   

> zara.cn
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Whether you call them fanny packs, waist bags or bum 
bags, what used to be the quintessential travel gear for 
grandpas and weird uncles have become the must-have 
accessories for cool kids and street fashion enthusiasts in 
recent years. Here are a few examples of how several top 
brands have transformed them into a cool accessory. 

Him

Fanny Packs Make 
a Stylish Comeback 

Compiled by Dominic Ngai

Zara
RMB299
zara.cn

Givenchy
RMB4,451
farfetch.cn

Off-White
RMB6,293
farfetch.cn

Gucci
RMB9,900
gucci.cn

Freitag
RMB960
freitag.ch

Her

Zara
RMB299
zara.cn

Balenciaga
RMB7,300
farfetch.cn

See by Chloe
RMB2,473
farfetch.cn

Gucci
RMB8,900
gucci.cn

Freitag
RMB960
freitag.ch
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 Each of the three 
glass boxes feature 
two separate rooms. 
The top half of the 
lower-level rooms 
feature a stainless 
steel panel designed 
for semi-private 
meetings, while the 
upper level rooms 
are fully visible from 
afar.

 The communal space in 
the center of the room can 
host temporary art exhibi-
tions or workshops.

 Guests enter the teahouse via a 
floating staircase with white nou-
gat terrazzo walls and flooring 
and fine green metal frames.

ELEVATED TEA RITUALS
From Deserted Factory to Modern Teahouse   Words by Dominic Ngai, photos by Kirk Weiblen

 The combination 
of green terrazzo 
flooring and smoked 
oak claddings and 
furniture adds 
warmth and cozi-
ness to the tea-
house, creating a 
counterbalance to 
the grey tones of the 
stainless steel of the 
space’s original in-
dustrial fabric.

Project name: Tingtai Teahouse
Location: Putuo District, Shanghai
Area: 450 square meters
Design company: Linehouse
The brief: Tasked with transform-
ing an abandoned factory space in 
the M50 Art District into a modern 
Chinese teahouse, designers at 
Linehouse stripped back the entire 
space to expose the concrete col-
umns and brick walls and installed 
three new glass and stainless steel 
structures, creating double-height 
spaces with different levels of pri-
vacy for guests.

> linehousedesign.com
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Fashion KOL Tera Feng on What Life Is 
Like for an Online Influencer in China
Interview by Dominic Ngai

IN HER 
OPINION In the two years since we first met her in late 2016, Tera Feng’s career 

as a fashion KOL has taken off and the Shanghai-based influencer 
now commands a following of 100,000 on Weibo, and counts 
brands like SHANG XIA, Ms Min, Marni and ZUCZUG as her frequent 
collaborators. Just before she flew off to Milan and Paris for another 
round of Fashion Week festivities, we caught up with her again to see 
what her life is like nowadays. 

fresh, so I enjoy working with different 
people. For instance, I work with different 
photographers all the time. Bouncing ideas 
off of different people often yields some 
surprising results.”

On how to stand out among other KOLs...
“I don’t think you need to stand out ‘inten-
tionally’ because everyone is unique. Brands 
usually select which KOLs to work with 
based on whether their styles and personali-
ties are a match, so I do think knowing what 
your likes and dislikes are, what looks good 
on you and what doesn’t, as well as develop-
ing your own sense of style are important.” 

On a recent memorable job...
“I worked with [Chinese ecommerce 
platform] SECOO to report on Milan and Paris 
Fashion Weeks. I flew to both cities attending 
shows, shooting, visiting showrooms, as 
well as interviewing designers and brand 
executives. Each day, I’d report back to the 
SECOO team in China and sometimes discuss 
the content until very late at night. The whole 
process was very efficient and the people I 
worked with were really professional. It was 
great working on that project together.”

On her advice for those who want to 
become a fashion KOL...
“Think about where your interest lies and 
what your strengths are. Find a medium in 
which you can best express yourself. Whether 
it’s writing, photography, modeling or styling, 
once you’ve locked down your ‘weapon of 
choice,’ start posting on social media outlets. 
The earlier you start, the better. Lastly, be 
persistent, as success usually doesn’t come 
overnight.”

Follow @Tera-Feng on Weibo, or @Tera_Feng on 
Instagram.

I don’t think  
you need 

to stand out 
‘intentionally’ 
because everyone 
is unique

On becoming a KOL...
“I started in the fall of 2016, so it’s been a lit-
tle over two years. I’d been a stylist and fash-
ion buyer, so dressing up and building a good 
look for myself have always been a passion of 
mine. One day, I realized a picture of me at a 
Fashion Week event landed on the homepage 
of WWD’s website. One thing led to another, 
and here I am.”

On a typical work day...
“The pace is always very fast. Most people 
only see the final products – the well-
produced shots with us posing glamorously 
for the camera – but a lot of work goes into 
the preparation process. While every day is 
different, it generally involves a few things: 
meetings with clients and partners, choosing 
outfits and styling the looks for my posts, 
photo shoots and attending press events for 
brands.”

On the most important skills for KOLs...
“Time management is crucial for my line of 
work, but you have to be flexible, too. I like 
to schedule things at least one day ahead 
of time, but I always leave some room just 
in case there are last minute changes or 
emergencies (and there always will be).”

On her team...
“I don’t really have a fixed team working 
with me. It’s important for me to keep things 
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MATTHIAS 
MESSMER AND 
HSIN-MEI CHUAN
Authors of China at Its Limits: An 
Empire’s Rise Beyond Its Borders
 Interview by Sarah Forman

“Borderlands are places where every 
event has implications for inter-state 

relations” 

A picture is worth a thousand words, and finding the right 
ones to describe China is a project in and of itself. In spite 
of this, Dr. Matthias Messmer and Hsin-Mei Chuan have 
managed to capture some of China’s more complicated 
narratives through their book China at its Limits: An 
Empire’s Rise Beyond its Borders, exploring cultural 
dissemination and actualization through life at the edges 
of the country. Together, they tell us about the power of 
images, the country’s extensive coastline and Chinatown 
in Kolkata, India.

Where were you when you decided to 
make this book? 

Our new book came to us while we were 
traveling for our last one, China’s Vanishing 
Worlds. Once we landed in Hemu village in 
Xinjiang, the ethnic community’s provin-
cial internationalism jumped out at us. The 
cultural complexities right away caught our 
attention, largely as a result of its location in 
China’s northwestern borderlands. We were 
enchanted but realized it was impossible to 
add other trips to our already packed travel 
plans, and we didn’t want to simplify the 
topic. 

How much ground did you cover?

China shares its 22,000-kilometers of land 
borders with 14 sovereign states, more than 
any other country except Russia. We made 
about two dozen long trips between 2013 
and 2017 to the borders with North Korea, 
Russia, Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal, 
Myanmar, Laos and Vietnam. Some trips 
brought us into neighboring countries, like 
our visit to Kolkata’s historical Chinatown. 

What was the actual journey like and how 
did you get from place to place?

We made weeklong trips from our home 

base in Shanghai whenever possible. Months 
before, we researched the local histories of 
regions, read up, emailed experts or made 
phone calls to local offices, but sometimes, 
it was extremely hard to collect sufficient 
information in advance. We were once turned 
away trying to board a bus leaving for the 
Sino-Russian border crossing in Bikin after 
several days journey to the Russian Far East. 
“As a national of a third country, you can only 
cross the border in Pogranichny. It’s 500 kilo-
meters to the south.” We became trained to 
spontaneously adjust our itinerary according 
to the reality of the situation. Our trip usually 
began with a flight to a border airport, fol-
lowed by local trains and buses. Very often, 
we had to arrange our own vehicle to go to 
the more remote destinations. 

What does your book present in opposi-
tion to what people expect of China?

We chose to study these regions from an 
interpersonal angle rather than from the 
perspective of cross-border governmental 
development projects. Of course, that’s part 
of the big picture too… Borderlands are 
places where every event has implications 
for inter-state relations. They are often the 
first to experience changes in geopolitics. 
China’s strength today arises largely from its 
territorial expansion in the Qing Dynasty, and 

these pose challenges and potential troubles 
simultaneously.

Why did you choose to make a text-photo 
book on this topic?

Topography of underdeveloped histories can 
best be portrayed through imagery. We also 
hope to bridge the gap between scholarship 
and art, or between knowledge and sensibil-
ity. While writing this book has been more of 
an intellectual process, photography conveys 
emotions and feelings. Tolerance for ambigu-
ity often struck us as an integral part of our 
experiences on the road, so we prefer not to 
impart a sense of absolute certainty. We let 
an abandoned cinema on the once military-
administered Kinmen Island come back to life 
in a collage-like work. We let the late French 
consul Auguste François in Guangxi sit on 
a chair with his Chinese vis-à-vis, the Qing 
Marshal Su Yuanchun, in today’s Longzhou, 
where they together negotiated important 
border settlements on the Sino-Vietnam 
borders. We’ve taken the liberty to give their 
stories an individual face, and these photo 
collages are an important part of our effort to 
save fading memories from oblivion. 

For more info, visit china-limits.net
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Liu Wen
Even if you haven’t heard of Liu Wen, you must have seen her be-
fore. The Chinese supermodel from Hunan province has graced 
the covers of numerous magazines, including Vogue China, Style 
and Forbes Asia. After entering the New Silk Road World Model 
Contest in 2005, Liu’s stardom took off and has dominated cat-
walks ever since.

Here are five things you should know about the woman 
widely regarded as China’s first supermodel. 

“China’s first bona fide supermodel”
The New York Times bestowed this title on Liu in 
2012, as she continued to awe everyone in the fashion 
industry. The next year, Forbes ranked her the fifth 
highest paid model with reported earnings of USD4.3 
million. 

Victoria’s Chinese Secret
In 2009, Liu became the first Chinese model to walk the run-
way at Victoria’s Secret Fashion Show, just one year after her 
runway debut in Milan. 

Social Media Dominance
Everyone loves a friendly face, and Liu’s sweet personality 
and bright smile have made her one of the most followed 
models on various social media platforms. She boasts around 
24 million followers on Weibo and 4.5 million on Instagram.

Love Life Lulls
While Liu continues to build upon an incredibly successful 
modeling career, her relationship status has taken a toll. Liu 
was once quoted by Live RampUp for saying, “There’s nobody 
in my life – this is very sad. Perhaps you can put it in the in-
terview that I’m looking for a boyfriend; they can contact my 
agent.”

Tour Guide Aspirations
Liu never planned on being a model. According to E! News Asia, she 
dreamed of being a tour guide as a means to travel the world. While lead-
ing tourists was never in the cards, she has certainly done a fair bit of 
traveling for countless fashion shows and photo shoots around the world. 

SINO CELEB 

HAO BU HAO

MARCH 
1

MARCH 
1

COMING TO A THEATER NEAR YOU TRANSCRIBED

Hao:
The film adaptation of sci-fi writer Liu Cixin’s novella 
The Wandering Earth hit theaters over Chinese New Year, 
and managed to rake in over RMB200,000,000 in ticket 
sales as of February 10. Directed by Frant Gwo, the film’s 
success transcended international borders in what The 
Hollywood Reporter referred to as “China’s first full-scale 
interstellar spectacular.” While this isn’t the PRC’s first 
attempt at breaking into the genre, it’s quantifiably its 
most successful, prompting Netflix to scoop up the film 
for an undisclosed amount.

Bu Hao:
Famous actor Wu Xiubo and his former mistress, actress 
Chen Yulin, have come under fire after an open letter 
from Chen’s parents was posted in January, detailing her 
arrest on “blackmail” and “violation of privacy” charges. 
The entire saga started after an anonymous WeChat 
post about an alleged seven-year affair between Wu and 
an unnamed woman, speculated to be penned by Chen 
herself, went viral. To stay out of the limelight, Chen left 
the country for some time, until reportedly returning to 
discuss settlement terms with Wu’s legal team in Beijing, 
where she was immediately arrested upon landing. In the 
letter, Chen’s parents say their daughter could face up to 
10 years in jail for the WeChat post, reigniting a juicy sex 
scandal that has already seriously damaged the reputa-
tions of all parties involved.

“I scored 60 points for 
Mandarin, Maths and 
English combined, 75 
points for a subject called 
depression”
… a user of the new computer game Chinese Parents wrote on Weibo last month. That’s right, 
the simulation allows gamers to take on the role of rearing children from birth through to 
marriage, navigating factors like their emotional well-being and the incredibly competitive 
Chinese school system. Responses have been varied, ranging from an increase in sympathy to-
wards their parents, to claims of gaokao-related PTSD. However, the program has done excep-
tionally well on online marketplace Steam, garnering tens of thousands of reviews and many 
more downloads. The developer Moyuwan Games says it hopes to develop an English version 
later this year, which will surely set fire to an already heated discussion. 

Green Book
An Italian-American bouncer Tony Lip (Viggo 
Mortensen) loses his job and finds work as 
the driver and hired strong-arm for African-
American pianist Dr. Don Shirley (Mahershala 
Ali), as he embarks on his tour of the Deep South. 
With Green Book in hand, a 1960s guide used 
by African-American motorists, the two learn 
to manage their own expectations of each other 
and of the world around them as they attempt to 
navigate the racially charged climate of the ’60s. 
As they travel from state to state, the duo realize 
they have more to learn from each other than 
they initially thought in a timely narrative from 
another decade that perhaps isn’t as distant as 
we’d like to think it is.

How To Train Your Dragon: 
The Hidden World
In the final installment of the How To Train Your 
Dragon trilogy, Hiccup (voiced by Jay Baruchel), 
the chief and ruler of Berk, has created a vibrant, 
dragon-friendly community alongside his dear 
friend Astrid (America Ferrera). But the sudden 
appearance of a female Light Fury coincides 
with that of the notorious and ruthless hunter 
Grimmel (F. Murray Abraham), and Hiccup must 
hatch a plan to fly Berk’s dragons across the sea 
to safety. The protagonists end up on an epic 
journey to a hidden world that was thought to 
be a myth, revealing the true destinies of Hiccup 
and his winged counterpart, as dragon and rider 
fight together to protect everything they have 
grown to love and treasure.  
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BIGGER, BOLDER, BETTER?
The Trials and Tribulations of Installing Large-Scale Artworks
By Bryan Grogan

“I feel very passionately 
about... building the 

capacity for artists to 
take on a level of risk and 
experimentation in their 

practice”

In the immediate aftermath of the first 
Taipei Dangdai Art Festival, images of 
a massive installation titled ‘KAWS: 

HOLIDAY’ were beamed around the world, 
and many began to hypothesize about the 
potential for Taipei’s art market to develop 
in the same way that Hong Kong’s has. With 
the opening of H Queen’s in Hong Kong, the 
region has seen an influx of famed interna-
tional galleries, but what’s really driven the 
development of the art market in the city 
is the presence of Asia’s largest art fair, Art 
Basel Hong Kong. 

Followed by the establishment of sub-
sequent fairs like Art Central in Hong Kong, 
West Bund Art and Design and Art021 in 
Shanghai and JingArt in Beijing, China has 
in recent years become a necessary way sta-
tion for collectors, art media and institutions 
alike. One facet in particular that tends to 
attract attention from locals and property 
developers is the integration of large-scale 
sculptures, paintings and installations. As 
Art Basel Hong Kong opens for its seventh 
edition later this month, we spoke with the 
folks behind the large-scale installations that 
are spotlighted in the main halls within the 
sector Encounters, which includes 12 pieces 
across a 100-square-meter space. 

This year, Encounters curator Alexie 
Glass-Kantor has put together works by 
a diverse range of artists and influences, 
including South Korean sculptor Lee Bul, 

Part of the reason why Shanghai, Beijing and 
Shenzhen haven’t fully cemented their rightful 
place in the Asian art fair scene is due to the issues 
of customs duties, which have been well-docu-
mented. Lin also speaks to the difficulties of both 
transporting and setting up large-scale installa-
tions, and logistically managing the problems that 
come from working with older buildings and the 
physical absence of the artist. Non-Chinese galler-
ies seeking to make an impact often wish to bring 
their best and most intricate works to be shown 
during Xian Chang, meaning Lin is sometimes 
tasked with communicating with artists via social 
media. 

“Liam Gillick made a site-specific piece for the 
first edition, and we had to change the plan and 
material in order to install it. I worked with the art-
ist via WhatsApp, and he had to trust me in terms 
of quality control. In the end, the artist and the fair 
team were all very happy.”

Installing work is expensive and complicated, 
which only becomes increasingly true as they get 
larger and push further into three-dimensional 
formats. As the fairs and their capacity to exhibit 
large-scale works continue to grow, we’re likely to 
see more installations crop up across China and on 
our WeChat Moments. 

Mar 29-31, Art Basel Hong Kong; HKD250-1,150. The 
Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, 1 Expo 
Drive, Wanchai, Hong Kong 香港灣仔博覽道一號 
artbasel.com 
westbundshanghai.com

Japanese installation artist Chiharu Shiota, 
Scandinavian duo Elmgreen & Dragset and 
Chinese artist Zhao Zhao. This sample set of 
four artists is wildly different, with Shiota’s 
yarn-based installations standing in stark 
contrast to Zhao’s floor work, which pays 
homage to dead cats on the streets of Beijing. 

This year’s theme is built upon the Maya 
Angelou poem ‘Still I Rise,’ an idea that oc-
curred to Glass-Kantor after already having 
picked the pieces that will be included in the 
exhibition. The artists are ethnically diverse, 
represent a number of age groups and have 
starkly different approaches to how art 
should be made. ‘Still I Rise’ could reference 
the nationality and political turbulence of 
some of the nations represented, the poten-
tial rise of the region itself or perhaps even 
the need to rise with changing tides and 
times. 

Since Glass-Kantor took the helm, the 
number of pieces featured has dropped from 
30 to just 12 pieces. That reduction accom-
panies her idea that those selected should 
be more focused and immersive, charac-
teristics that have proven successful in the 
public art realm. It’s for this reason we’ve 
seen the expansion of K11 art mall projects, 
which recently opened their newest outpost 
in Guangzhou, and the success of public art 
manufacturing firms like Urban Art Projects 
in Shanghai. Combined with the growing 
interest at the local and international levels, 

one of the things that Art Basel Encounters 
stresses when it comes to devising the make-
up of their annual lineup is the inclusion of 
Chinese and Asian artists. 

“I feel very passionately about the region, 
about advocating for collecting within the re-
gion and for building the capacity for artists to 
take on a level of risk and experimentation in 
their practice that can be supported by institu-
tions and collections,” Glass-Kantor says. “Art 
Basel is a great opportunity to make space for 
artists to be able to produce ambitious works 
that can go into significant collections, which 
gives them support to invest back in their 
studios, in their local context, in order to keep 
producing and exploring the work that they’re 
making and the audience that they engage 
with.” Meanwhile, ArtReview Asia Xian Chang 
at the West Bund Art Fair, led by ArtReview 
Asia editor Aimee Lin and ArtReview editor-in-
chief Mark Rappolt, has helped to bring large 
scale installation pieces to Shanghai, while 
supporting Chinese artists looking to reach a 
larger audience. Lin stresses, “ArtReview Asia 
Xian Chang is not only about bringing interna-
tional art to China. It also invites local artists 
to realize works at a specific location and to 
reach a different audience.”

This balance ensures that collectors, gal-
lerists and artists find Xian Chang’s setup mu-
tually beneficial, while making the subsection 
and its installations a highlight of the largest 
art fair on the Chinese mainland. 
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Perforate the Horizon   by Deep Mountains
To celebrate their 10th anniversary, Deep Mountains have gifted the internet with an instru-
mental insight into the mountains of Tai’an, Shandong. The dark folk rock is meant to inspire 
a sense of inclusion and inspiration using what frontman Leo Qiang categorizes as a call for 
“independent personality and brave love.” The album itself is an emotional rollercoaster, cover-
ing everything from the gentility of ‘Starlight’ to the post-rock, quadruple-timed guitar intro 
of the title track. Heavy and eerie, some tracks sport breathy lyrics while others are left for the 
instruments to speak, but if you find their rich sound to be your cup of tea, you can catch Deep 
Mountains as they tour across China in the coming months.

Listen here: pestproductions.bandcamp.com/album/perforate-the-horizon

EP  by Thin City
Anticipation is in the air as we wait for Shenzhen art punk group Thin City’s first full-length 
release this summer. But they’ve given us a second EP released on Boring Productions to satiate 
our cravings until warmer weather returns, and it just about does the trick. Taking influence 
from bands like The Fall, Pixies, Hedgehog and Life Without Buildings, their lyrics make fun of 
“seedy sexpats,” utilizing the full range of Catherine Ai and Graham Wann’s very different voices. 
With songs like ‘So Far No Beach,’ their laidback surf guitars make it easy to understand why 
they’re holding off for a seasonal release. Shenzhenren will appreciate the references to Coco 
Park, the now-defunct Pepper nightclub and other spots around town, in a DIY bilingual drop 
that’s both punk and playful.

Listen here: thincity-shenzhen.bandcamp.com/album/ep

2030   by Lexie Liu
The 20-year-old made her first splash on The Rap of China last year when she finished in fourth 
place, and was subsequently scooped up by New York-based record label 88rising. Liu’s comin’ 
in hot for 2019 with the release of her second album 2030. Singing in English and Chinese, the 
Changsha native’s seductive Mando-hip hop follows in the footsteps of her reps, fusing Eastern 
and Western styles in eight tracks that have caught the attention of critics on both sides of the 
Pacific. While songs like ‘Love and Run’ and ‘Outta Time’ lean more in the direction of pop with 
a hint of Lana Del Rey compared to her rap heavy hit ‘Coco Made Me Do It,’ all are fun, refresh-
ing and ready to unite any and all choosing to fritter away their nights under the dizzying lights 
of any club.

Listen here: open.spotify.com/album/70vO4w3jAucW4yacH22RAy?si=VsiL921bT6qV9uJj7jpB6w

Three New  Homegrown Albums on Our Radar  
This Month
By Sarah Forman

CHINA  
MUSIC CORNER
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Imagine a world where you are continu-
ously confronted by shapes. Polka dots, 
to be precise. That’s how Japanese avant-

garde artist Yayoi Kusama processes nearly 
everything, not by choice, but simply by de-
sign. “When I create my work, I am not forc-
ing the polka-dots into it.” It’s just how she 
sees things.

The woman best-known for her black 
spotted pumpkins, Dippin’ Dot-patterned 
walls and reflective installations has lived in 
a psychiatric hospital in Tokyo since 1977, 
when she voluntarily checked herself in for 
experiencing nervous disorders and hal-
lucinations. From then onwards, the circular 
shapes became essential to her work, and 
an important part of the way she speaks 
about her practice. They’re just present. 
Perpetually.

Her illness hasn’t kept Kusama from cre-
ating. The artist’s outspokenness about her 
state of mind has led her to embrace her con-
dition, not parroting the played out romanti-
cism of the ‘creative genius stemming from 
mental instability’ narrative. With incredible 
attention to detail, intentionality has become 
a hallmark of her reputation, and it’s one that 
has played out well throughout her career. In 
a survey done by The Art Newspaper in 2014, 
they found her exhibitions were the best 
attended globally, with installations and ret-
rospectives like her A Dream I Dreamed and 
Infinite Obsession attracting over 2 million 
people. The highly photographable, immer-
sive nature of her pieces make them easily 
accessible, a characteristic that contemporary 
art is often criticized for not having enough 
of.

And it’s this same popularity and acces-
sibility that led to a host of fake exhibitions 

POLKA DOT PRINCESS
Contemporary Art Queen Yayoi Kusama on Seeing Circles and Copycat Works
By Sarah Forman

across China, where Kusama was reported 
to be holding shows alongside Takashi 
Murakami, in a multi-city scam that cul-
minated in legal action from both artists 
in 2018. “I was very disappointed that my 
creations, which I’ve devoted my entire life 
to, were plagiarized and exposed to eve-
ryone in an improper form,” says Kusama. 
Artists of her caliber go through intense 
processes to ensure quality control, and 
works that aren’t up to snuff either never 
leave the studio or are destroyed. In addi-
tion to having her creative rights infringed 
upon, knock-off works damage the overall 
brand – especially as Kusama’s revolves 
around attention to detail – having the 
ability to call into question what one can 
expect from the artist herself.

Which is part of the reason why she’s 
setting the record straight with an exhibition 
at the Fosun Foundation in Shanghai this 
month. All About Love Speaks Forever will 

feature over 40 of the artist’s works, includ-
ing her ‘Infinity Mirrored Room,’ paintings 
from her latest series My Eternal Soul and 
a few large-scale reflective installations de-
signed specifically for the Fosun Foundation 
space. “I have always felt close to China since 
my childhood, and I enjoy Chinese poems 
and literature, carrying a deep respect for 
them,” Kusama says of the reason for choos-
ing Shanghai as the home for her new show. 
“I have heard that the art scene in Shanghai is 
quite exciting now, and that the audiences are 
enthusiastic.” 

With works both inside and outside 
the museum, the expansive collection will 
give patrons and camera-happy snappers 
an opportunity to engage with her works 
as they’re meant to be experienced. While 
the rest of China might not be seeing spots 
anytime soon, until the beginning of June, 
Shanghai’s about to get much, much dottier. 

 When I create my work, 
I am not forcing the 

polka dots into it
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WELCOME 
TO JURASSIC 
CHINA
A Journey to the Land Before Time 
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For this month’s cover story, we’re 

transporting you to a lost world, a 

primeval China that existed before the 

dawn of man. We’ll introduce you to a new 

species of Tyrannosaur discovered in South 

China, chat with a renowned Chinese artist 

that specializes in recreating prehistoric 

creatures and examine the illegal fossil trade.  

Now, without further ado, we welcome you to 

Jurassic China. 



Image courtesy of Steve Brusatte and Lü Junchang Illustration courtesy of  © Zhao Chuang from PNSO

Image courtesy of Steve Brusatte and Lü Junchang
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and lighter skeleton than ’ol Rexy. 
This lighter frame and its extended 

snout possibly allowed the animal 
to hunt smaller and faster prey than 
T-rex. According to Brusatte, the 
Qianzhousaurus was likely a land-based 
meat eater specialized in catching agile 
prey and, unlike big, bad Baryonyx, it 
probably didn’t eat fish. 

Evidence of a pescatarian diet isn’t 
the only thing missing: like many (if 
not most) dinosaurs, the fossilized 
Qianzhousaurus skeleton is incomplete. 
Recovered from the construction site in 
2010 was a largely complete skull and a 
substantial portion of the lower left jaw, 
along with a smattering of vertebrae, a 
complete right scapulocoracoid and a 
left femur and left tibia, among other 
fossilized bones. Also missing from 
the prehistoric remains: evidence that 
Qianzhousaurus had feathers. Although, 
in the case of feathers, a lack of evidence 
doesn’t make it unlikely. 

“I would guess that it did have 
feathers,” says Brusatte. “It is very 
hard for soft bits like feathers to 
get preserved; but we know that its 
ancestors and close cousins had feathers, 
so the most reasonable hypothesis is 
that Qianzhousaurus also had primitive 
feathers.”

With only one set of Pinocchio rex 
remains currently unearthed, many of 
these theories may have to wait a bit to 
be tested further – possibly until the next 
time a South China construction worker 
stumbles upon one.

> Brusatte’s new book The Rise and Fall of the 
Dinosaurs: A New History of a Lost World is 
available on Amazon.  

A Discovery in Jiangxi Adds a New 
Member to the Tyrannosaur Family

Meet 
Pinocchio 
Rex
By Matthew Bossons

L et’s take a trip, a journey through 
time if you will, and turn the 
clocks back a whopping 66 
million years, to the time right 

before a massive asteroid slammed into 
Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula and ended 
the reign of the dinosaurs.  

Our region of focus: modern day 
Ganzhou in southern Jiangxi, near the 
boundaries with Fujian and Guangdong 
provinces. While the area enjoys summer 
highs in the low- to mid-30s and winter 
lows generally ranging from 4-6 degrees 
Celsius today, Ganzhou was a hot, 
wet and heavily forested environment 
inhabited by a wide array of ancient 
species at the end of the Cretaceous 
Period.

“The world was warmer back then, 
there were no ice caps at the time,” 
American paleontologist Steve Brusatte 
tells That’s during a phone call from 
the University of Edinburgh, where 
he serves as a chancellor's fellow in 
vertebrate paleontology at the School 
of GeoSciences. “There is evidence in 
the rocks that [Ganzhou] was a warm 
and tropical place and there was a lot of 
life there: long-neck dinosaurs, duck-bill 
dinosaurs, lizards.” 

In his bestselling book The Rise and 
Fall of the Dinosaurs: A New History of 
a Lost World, Brusatte notes that region 
would have been “sticky with humidity” 

are characterized by deep skulls, thick teeth 
and large jaw muscles.” Qianzhousaurus, by 
comparison, boasts thinner teeth and a long 
and slender snout that accounts for around 
70 percent of the total length of the animal’s 
skull.

To untrained eyes, the animal looks 
similar to a species of dinosaur that 
appeared in the most recent Jurassic 
World film: Baryonyx. A member of the 
Spinosauridae family and relative of the 
mighty Spinosaurus (a massive carnivorous 
dino that was also famously featured in a 
Jurassic Park film), Baryonyx also boasted a 
long, slender snout. But, despite this shared 
attribute, Qianzhousaurus and Baryonyx 
were two very different animals.

“I guess [Qianzhousaurus] looks a 
little bit like a Spinosaur, with the long 
snout, but Spinosaurs have big forearms 
and big claws and a sail,” Brusatte tells 
us. “Qianzhousaurus is a very close 
relative of T-rex. If you took the skull of a 
T-rex and stretched it out, you’d have a 
Qianzhousaurus skull.” 

But skull shape isn’t the only difference 
between Qianzhousaurus and Tyrannosaurus 
rex, as the former has a smaller body size 

12 months a year and that the landscape 
would have been blanketed with ferns, 
conifers and pine trees. 

Among the diverse array of organisms 
that called Cretaceous Ganzhou home 
was a carnivorous beast that has changed 
the way researchers view the iconic 
Tyrannosaur family: Qianzhousaurus 
sinensis, more comically known as 
‘Pinocchio rex.’

Discovered in 2010 at a construction 
site in Ganzhou, Qianzhousaurus was 
revealed as a new member of the 
Tyrannosauridae family by Brusatte 
and celebrated Chinese professor and 
paleontologist Lü Junchang in 2014. Its 
name, which was bestowed by the duo, 
is a reference to Qianzhou, Ganzhou’s 
name during the Tang Dynasty. 

So, what makes this cousin of the 
iconic T-rex so special, and why on 
earth is it nicknamed Pinocchio rex? 
The answer to both these questions is 
the animal’s long snout. According to a 
research paper composed by Professor 
Lü, Brusatte and their team and published 
by Nature Communications in May 2014, 
“The vast majority of Tyrannosauroids 

Image courtesy of Steve 
Brusatte and Lü Junchang
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Uncovering China’s Illegal Dinosaur 
Fossil Trade
By Ryan Gandolfo 

Crimes 
Against the 
Cretaceous

As far back as 1930, China has 
had something in legal writing 
aimed at preserving relics 
and cultural objects, but the 

definition of what constitutes a ‘relic’ 
was up for interpretation. The 1930 Law 
on the Preservation of Ancient Objects 
dictated that the state controls any 
unexcavated relics within the country’s 
borders and that any unauthorized 
digging for fossils was considered an act 
of theft. 

The laws concerning artifacts 
continued to be better defined 
throughout the years, with the 1982 
Cultural Relics Protection Law and 
subsequent revisions in 1991, 2002 
and 2007. Clear-cut fossil protection 
regulations, however, weren’t enacted 
until 2011. A more comprehensive list 
of fossil material, as well as “any other 
specimens deemed as important,” are 
now protected by the state.

Prior to this, according to a research 
paper titled Out of China: Dinosaur Eggs 
and the Law on ‘Kong Long Dan’ by Jeff 
Liston, thousands of dinosaur eggs and 
fossils were removed from China, ending 
up in the hands of private collectors, 
museum curators and auction houses. 
This exodus of prehistoric artifacts was 
the result of the poorly defined earlier 
legislation as well as corruption and 
bribery. 

The agriculture sector was responsible 
for most of the excavation and sale 
of dinosaur-related materials in China 
at the time. Those involved were (and 
often still are) regularly on the frontlines 
of paleontological and archeological 
discoveries, and they quickly realized the 
demand for such relics in other parts of 
the world, especially the West. 

In rural parts of China, this led to the 
country’s very own ‘fossil rush,’ befittingly 
the successor of the 19th-century ‘Great 
Dinosaur Rush’ in western territories of 
the United States. Dinosaur discoveries 
during that period helped garner interest 
from wealthy Americans, which resulted 
in expeditions to China and Mongolia. 

One notable explorer, Roy Chapman 
Andrews (rumored to be the inspiration 
for the character Indiana Jones), organized 
a series of trips to the Middle Kingdom 
called the Central Asiatic Expeditions 
in the 1930s, with the backing of New 

York financiers John Pierpont Morgan 
and John D. Rockefeller, as well as the 
American Museum of Natural History. 
Andrews made many groundbreaking 
discoveries in Mongolia (most notably the 
Flaming Cliffs), excavating dinosaur eggs 
and bringing them back to the US. 

Although Andrews told the Chinese 
government, which ruled Mongolia at the 
time, that the dinosaur eggs did not hold 
any monetary value, the explorer ended 
up auctioning off the fossils in New York 
City to fund future expeditions. Needless 
to say, China was not impressed. As 
a result, Andrews delayed his next 
expedition for more than a year as he 
worked to assuage the tension with 
Chinese officials. 

Since Andrews’ discovery and 
subsequent sale of dinosaur eggs, people 
from all around the world have been 
combing through China’s vast terrain to 
uncover anything deemed valuable. While 
the excitement of unearthing fossils that 
may reveal new dinosaur species was 
a motivator for some, many Chinese 
farmers who worked the land under 
which countless fossils lay were only after 
financial reward. This led to many fossils 
being removed from the country and sold 
abroad in auctions. 

But are such fossil sales legal? It 
turns out this merely depends on where 
a given fossil was discovered. In China, 
specially protected prehistoric relics 
belong to the state and cannot be sold to 
foreigners or foreign organizations. In the 
United States, however, property owners 
have the right to sell items and resources 
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found on their property. 
Auctions held in recent years have 

showcased prized dinosaur fossils of 
well-known species as well as potentially 
new species that haven’t been properly 
examined by researchers. Perhaps the 
most notable of all dinosaur fossils 
found in the US, nicknamed ‘Sue the 
Tyrannosaurus rex,’ was auctioned off for 
USD8.36 million to the Field Museum of 
Natural History in 1997.

Back in Asia, an auction was held 
in Hong Kong in 2015 with one big-
ticket item: a fossilized Triceratops 
skull discovered on private property in 
Montana, US. The price tag? Undisclosed. 
But with a minimum bid of USD1.8 
million, the new owner likely paid an 
arm and a leg for the priceless relic from 
the Cretaceous Period. According to Jing 
Daily, the possibility of the skull being 
purchased by someone from Hong Kong 

or the Chinese mainland was “highly 
likely,” as there is an increasing number 
of collectors participating in such auctions 
throughout the Greater China region. 

Even though many fossil auctions are 
legal, paleontologists and researchers 
argue that the private sale of rare fossils 
hinders scientific research since experts 
often have limited to no access to the 
specimens. While some collectors will 
loan their prized possessions to museums 
and other institutions, it is entirely up to 
their discretion.

Not all fossil sales are legal, though. 
In 2012, a Floridian named Eric Prokopi 
pled guilty to smuggling the fossilized 
remains of a Tyrannosaurus bataar (or 
Tarbosaurus) skeleton out of Mongolia. 
Prokopi, a self-proclaimed “commercial 
paleontologist,” has been painted as 
both a passionate dinosaur enthusiast 
and a smuggler. In 2010, Prokopi began 

a roundabout process of importing the 
Tarbosaurus into the US, first transporting 
the specimen to the UK to avoid being 
detected in customs. After restoring the 
dinosaur remains (a skill he had honed 
for well over a decade), the skeleton was 
sold in New York for over USD1 million in 
2012. 

After a Mongolian government official 
learned of the New York auction, she 
notified US authorities who then opened 
a criminal case against Prokopi, which 
he lost in court. The US government 
seized the fossilized remains and safely 
returned them back to Mongolia. Prokopi 
was jailed for three months for his crime. 
(Paige William’s The Dinosaur Artist: 
Obsession, Betrayal and the Quest for the 
Ultimate Trophy goes into great detail 
about Prokopi’s story.)

This US court ruling set a precedent 

“Mr. Yang stated that he illegally removed the fossils 
from China, put the fossils in containers with stone 

carvings, shipped them to the United States and didn't 
disclose that fossils were in the containers”

not only for prehistoric fossils imported 
into the US but also for the government’s 
role in cracking down on black market 
smuggling. 

In 2015, a Canadian man named Jun 
Yang was arrested at a gem and mineral 
trade show in Arizona for trying to sell a 
fossilized Psittacosaurus and a number 
of Hadrosaurus eggs. At the time of his 
arrest, he told authorities that the fossils 
were somewhere between 100 and 
130 million years old and were illegally 
exported from China. 

“Mr. Yang stated that he illegally 
removed the fossils from China, put the 
fossils in containers with stone carvings, 
shipped them to the United States and 
didn’t disclose that fossils were in the 
containers,” according to a 2016 article 
by the Canadian Broadcast Corporation 
(CBC). The same story quotes Matthew C. 

Allen of the US Department of Homeland 
Security as stating that the “prehistoric 
treasures rightfully belong to the Chinese 
people.”

That same year, actor Nicolas Cage 
agreed to hand over a rare dinosaur skull 
that also turned out to be stolen from 
Mongolia. According to the Guardian, 
Cage had reportedly outbid movie star 
Leonardo DiCaprio for the hot item, 
which cost Cage USD276,000. (It’s 
important to note that Cage was not 
accused of any wrongdoing, especially 
after receiving a certificate of authenticity 
from the I.M. Chait Gallery, the auction 
house that sold him the item).

With persistent calls from the science 
community for private collectors to be 
more forthcoming with fossils in their 
possession, particularly specimens that 
have yet to be correctly identified, some 

collectors have complied. A French citizen 
who legally purchased an unknown 
dinosaur skeleton in Paris in 2018 for 
roughly USD2.3 million, told the auction 
house that they would present the 
specimen to the public. The dinosaur 
remains, which were discovered in the US 
state of Wyoming, were said to be 150 
million years old. 

While it’s hard to pinpoint which 
direction the fossil trade is heading, one 
thing that is certain is that smuggling 
fossils won’t be getting any easier. 
Whether the tightened regulations will 
deter more people from excavating and 
exporting fossils is tough to say, but with 
authorities around the world monitoring 
the industry more closely, stolen 
prehistoric relics will hopefully find their 
way home. 



Image courtesy of  © Zhao Chuang from PNSO
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We Speak with One of the World’s 
Best Dino Artists, Zhao Chuang

When scientists and researchers 

specializing in ancient flora and 

fauna need an artistic recreation 

of an extinct creature, they turn to Zhao 

Chuang. The Beijing-based artist is famous 

for his enthralling paintings and sculptures of 

dinosaurs, extinct mammals and other long-

gone lifeforms.  

Zhao’s big break came in 2006, when 

his artistic recreation of a prehistoric gliding 

mammal made the cover of Nature magazine. 

Since then, his work has appeared in a number 

of influential publications, including National 
Geographic, and he’s on a first name basis 

with the rock stars of the paleontological 

world.  Zhao has also been profiled by 

CNN and worked with a number of notable 

research centers and museums, including the 

American Museum of Natural History for its 

Dinosaurs Among Us exhibit. We caught up 

with Zhao to talk about his fascinating work.
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The 
Dinosaur
Man

Interview by Tristin Zhang and Matthew Bossons
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by coordinating with other study 
materials, we can say these regions were 
sultry in the ancient past and may have 
had lots of lakes and swamps.

How often do you visit dig sites and 
see fossils and other prehistoric relics 
as they are unearthed? 
Very often. In recent years, I regularly 
visited sites in Zhucheng and Laiyang 
in Shandong province. Excavations in 
Laiyang are still ongoing and the scene 
there is stunning and very different 
from the norm. We used to think that 
dinosaurs were very dispersed and 
spread out, but in Laiyang, they lived 
together like the wildebeests and 
zebras on the African savannah; many 
different species have been discovered 
together. 

There are some 
dinosaurs, such as 
the Megalosaurus, 

one of the earliest 
dinosaurs to be 
discovered, that 
we only have a 
small percentage 
of the bones for – 
teeth and parts of 
the animal’s thigh 
and neck. For these 
dinosaurs, the artistic 
process is responsible for 
70 to 90 percent of the final look of the 
creature. This practice occurs in most 
cases, as most dinosaur skeletons are very 
incomplete.   

A lot of your paintings profile dino-
saurs marauding through a prehis-
toric world. What kind of research 
goes into recreating a prehistoric 
landscape in, for example, Xinjiang or 
Inner Mongolia?
Take Liaoning, for example, we don’t 
need to do a field study in this case. 
There have been many studies on 
the paleobiology and geology of this 
region, as well as plenty of plant fossils 
discovered. The topography has been 

studied 
and the 

composition 
of volcanic rocks 
has been tested. 
For Liaoning, I mainly 
rely on scientists’ 
discoveries and scientific 
documents.

In cases like 
Xinjiang, we need to go 
and take a look at the 
landscape and visit the dig 
sites. On one trip, 
I visited an area 
that scientists 
said was a big 
lake, although the 
exact size of the lake is unknown. So, we 
needed to do a field study to determine 
an estimated size by using measurements 
taken from different dig sites. It might 
have been bigger than Qinghai Lake 
and have been surrounded by fine sand, 
instead of sludge or rocks. Animals such 
as Hamipterus (an ancient species of 
flying reptile) would have nested and laid 
eggs here.

In other instances, we need to test 
the soil texture. For example, in Henan 
and Jiangxi the stratum is reddish, and 

Your work straddles the boundary 
between art and science. How much 
do you rely on fossils and feedback 
from scientists when recreating ex-
tinct animals?
The quality of discoveries varies based 
on which kind of fossils are found, so 
my paintings also vary accordingly. For 
example, Sinosauropteryx and Anchiornis, 
which were found in the western part 
of Liaoning province, are very rare 
discoveries. They died in a volcanic 
eruption and were wholly covered by 
very fine tephra that preserved their 
skeleton, feathers and pigment. So, in 
this situation, scientists did most of the 
work. 

Today, scientists use scanning 
electron microscopes to find traces of 
melanin preserved in dinosaur feathers 
and compare them to modern birds to 
discover the color of the ancient feathers. 
In these cases, science is 90 percent 
responsible for recreating the look of a 
dinosaur and the artistic work is focused 
on the animal’s gestures, or pose in the 
image.
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To the best of our knowledge, your 
education background isn’t in biology 
or paleontology. Have you picked up 
a considerable amount of knowledge 
in these fields through your work 
over the years?
Of course, I have been doing this for 
over 10 years. But, the more I draw, the 
more I realize the information on ancient 
animals is lacking. I study every single 
day, because you need to acquire new 
knowledge from different fields – such as 
3D printing.  

How long does it take to create one 
of your large life-size dino sculp-
tures?
These take about one or two months, 
depending on how sophisticated they 
are. If the scale is big, it’s easy – albeit 
delicate – work; but the preparation takes 
a long time. Generally, it takes about a 
dozen people to complete one sculpture. 

In the past, we had to make a small 
handmade model first, which took about 
two or three weeks, and then enlarge it. 
Now, with advances in technology, large 
models can be built faster.

What’s your personal favorite piece 
of art from your collection?
I think my work will only get better in the 
future, but if I had to pick one, it would 
be the one that has had the greatest 
impact on my life: the ancient gliding 
mammal that was used on the cover of 
Nature magazine. After that image, many 
scientists approached me to work with 
them and that is when my career started. 

What is your favorite prehistoric spe-
cie to recreate? And, in what medium 
do you prefer to use to bring ex-
tinct animals back to life: paintings, 
sketches or sculptures? 
Personally, I lean towards the T-rex 
because it was the first dinosaur I learned 
of when I was a child. I have always liked 
dinosaurs, and when I first heard about 
them, they seemed like monsters. T-rex 
was an actual monster on this planet and 
the species has had a great impact on 
me. 

As for preferred mediums, my 
favorites are oil paintings and large-scale 
models. If I had to choose between them, 
I’d pick the latter because the only way 
to convey the authentic form of these 
gigantic animals is by bringing back life-
size replicas of them.

Illustration courtesy of  © 
Zhao Chuang from PNSO

Image courtesy of  © Zhao 
Chuang from PNSO
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Based in Nanjing, Master Gao Brewing was founded back in 2008 and has 
received national – and even international – praise for their comprehensive 

catalogue of craft suds. 

The brewery is headed up by the master 
himself, Gao Yan, who has been hailed 
by many as one of the founding fathers 
of China’s fast-growing craft beer scene. 
Since opening his Nanjing brewery over 
a decade ago, his boozy offerings have 
increased in number but maintained their 
commitment to ‘Chinese elements,’ both 
in packaging and taste.

“The charm of craft beer is that it is 
very tasty, and you can change its flavor 
as you wish to fulfill your desire of crea-
tion and give you a sense of achievement,” 
Gao told China Daily back in 2015.

And Master Gao’s beer is nothing if 
not tasty. We recently sampled his Baby 
Jasmine Tea Lager, a beer that offers 
drinkers a complex herbal slash hoppy 
taste, and we were hooked. The pale lager 
offers floral hints, courtesy of the jasmine 
tea, and, with an IBU of 25, a slight, hoppy 
kick that keeps things interesting.

Baby Jasmine Tea Lager also hosts a 
decent dose of alcohol, with an ABV of 4.8 
percent.

Bottled at an Anhui beer factory, the 
beverage comes in a dark-glass, 330-mili-
liter bottle with colorful Sino-inspired de-
signs. The design is visually striking, and 
its appearance is what first enticed us to 
purchase the beer from our local Hema 
supermarket. 

If you’re a fan of slightly hopped 
beers, sessionable suds or just want to 
sample a beverage made by one of China’s 
pioneering craft brewers, Master Gao’s 
Baby Jasmine Tea Lager is well worth a 
sip!

Baby Jasmine Tea Lager is available at Hema 
locations for RMB16.90 per bottle, or on Taobao. 

BABY JASMINE TEA LAGER
Craft Beer with Chinese Characteristics 
By Matthew Bossons

W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  M A R C H  2 0 1 9  |  S Z  |  4 9



E D I T O R . P R D @ U R B A N A T O M Y . C O M

GRAPE VINE
We’re Digging:

We’re Done With:

THE SCANDALOUS SCOOP

The swiftly changing face of urban vil-
lage-based eating in Shenzhen; a bunch 
of new restaurant openings at MixC 
World in Nanshan; St. Patrick’s Day holi-
day soon approaching; the colorful and 
fun Holi Festival, which is happening 
this month; the opening of a new foreign 
community center at Sea World; and 
increased restrictions on public smoking 
around Shenzhen.

Wistfully dreaming about Shanghai’s 
new Tim Hortons outlet from afar; try-
ing to lose all of our post-CNY weight; 
and the gruesome story of a customer 
beating a waitress at one Latin outlet in 
Sea World.  

GE 
ORAN 

While enjoying the hypnotic browsing 
experience of online superstore JD.com, 
we recently discovered a newish flavor of 
Coke: Coca-Cola Orange. We say ‘newish’ 
because the beverage has existed in vari-
ous forms since 2007 and has been avail-
able at different times in the UK, Japan, 
Russia, Brazil and Australia, although 
this is the first time we’ve seen the drink 
available for sale in China. (New? No. 
New to China? Yes… we think).

New or not, we had to give it a try 
and ordered a four-pack of the fruit-in-
spired soft drink. Upon receiving the bot-
tle, a quick scan of the label revealed that 
the ingredient list lacked the Chinese 
characters for the word ‘orange,’ which, 
while not a great sign, is kinda predict-
able with mass-produced cola. (We pre-
sume the pop’s flavor comes from 食用
香精, or ‘flavoring essence’ in English, on 
the ingredient list).

Upon cracking open a bottle of Coca-
Cola Orange you’ll notice a subtle sweet-
citrusy scent that sets the drink apart 
from its traditional counterpart. Taste-
wise, we weren’t too impressed: Coca-
Cola Orange offers up only minor hints 
of orange flavor that make themselves 
known after you’ve swallowed. The 
best way to describe the drink’s taste 
is normal Coke with an elusive orange 
creamsicle-like aftertaste.

Would we drink it again? Sure. Would 
we go out of our way to hunt it down, 
or purchase it over a standard bottle of 
Coca-Cola? No, Cherry Coke this is not.  

Four-packs of Coca-Cola Orange are available on 
JD.com for RMB26 

Coca-Cola Orange 

WE TRY IT

KITCHEN CONFIDENTIAL 

Ross Woodford is an accomplished 
mixologist, having worked for years 
in bars throughout England, Australia 
and Shenzhen. We caught up with him 
to get his views on China bar culture.

Self-portrait cocktails…

I actually enjoyed this one, and it hap-
pened only recently! A girl came in, sat 
down and asked me for a cocktail that 
looked like her, totally deadpan.

Working with a hangover…
Avoid! Avoid! Hangovers affect everyone 
differently of course, some can deal with 
it and some can’t. Personally, a hangover 
for me is a full day of pain, which is why 
I’ve carefully cultivated the tendency to 
drink a lot of water while I booze.

Unique China bar experiences…

The dedication to getting that selfie. 
Girls will come to buy our prettiest 
cocktail, snap a load of photos and then 
sit there editing and uploading without 
even taking a sip before leaving. It still 
baffles me a bit. 

Favorite baijiu experience…

My favorite was my introduction to 
Moutai, a high-end baijiu beloved by my 
father-in-law. I was pleasantly surprised 
to find that not only was it not bad, I 
actually liked it! It was a bonus to find 
this out as my FiL attempted to outdrink 
me, which was a bad decision consider-
ing that I’m a seasoned ‘professional’ 
drinker who is also about a foot taller 
than him.

“Can I have a cocktail that looks like me, 
please?”
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Baishizhou
One of the largest and most storied urban villages in 

Shenzhen, large swathes of this area have been given over 
to bustling thoroughfares packed with barbecues and beer 

spots. Stroll down Shizhou Zhong Lu, Baishi Lu and Hongshu 
Lu for plenty of Chinese and Korean fare, with spicy seafood 

and noodle restaurants hidden behind ornate and glowing 
facades. Depending on how far you’re willing to walk, dump-

lings, Chaoshan hotpot, craft beer and skewered meat are all at 
your disposal. If you are looking for something typically Chinese 

to eat, without having to stray too far from the likes of Window of 
the World or OCT, this is the spot to go to. 

Recommended: Bionic Brew, 36 Matchart, Duck de Chine

Nanshan District, nearest metro station: Baishizhou (Line 1)

Xinzhou/Shawei
To the west of Shuiwei, this friendly and quiet urban area has, 
in much the same way as that other urban village, been devel-
oped to within an inch of its former self. And, given the wel-
coming nature of its clean streets, it could be the next patch 
of land to really begin booming in Futian District. Home 
of the newest iteration of Craft Head Brewing, this area 
is also packed full of shops serving traditional Chinese 
meals and, if nothing else, makes for a lovely stroll in 
the evening. Xinzhou may still lag behind some of these 
other villages in terms of foodie clout, but with infra-
structure already firmly in place, we don’t see why it 
can’t quickly turn into a foodie haven. 
 
Recommended: Craft Head Brewing, &Cafe, 
Erlang Tianji

Futian District, nearest metro station: Shawei (Line 7)

Hubei/Dongmen
The next village on the chopping block, 

Hubei may be nearing the end of its days as 
a street food haven. As such, we recommend 

that intrepid foodies head there as soon as pos-
sible. Nearby is Dongmen, which is not short on 

outlets serving Dongbei and Northern cuisine, 
as well as Cantonese and Hong Kong-style eats. 

Better than Dongmen, for the street food aficiona-
dos out there, are the strange delights that you can 

find at Hubei Village Street Market, where you can 
grab Chaoshan- and Hakka-style edibles, with plenty 

of old-fashioned barbeque up for grabs. As we say, 
Hubei is one of the last remaining strongholds of good, 

cheap roadside eats. But with development on the hori-
zon, get there sooner rather than later...

Recommended: Hubei Village Street Market, Dongmen 
Food Square

Luohu District, nearest metro station: Hubei (Line 2)
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Shenzhen’s foodie scene tends to be a bit of a mixed bag. On the one hand you have commercial areas 
and shopping malls which host some of the best eateries in the city. On the other hand, we see gentrified 
urban villages playing host to a number of foodie destinations propounding the joys of international 
tastes. This month, we’ve taken a look at some of the best urban villages to snap up some food. 

VILLAGE FOODIES
Dining Out in Shenzhen’s Urban Villages

By Bryan Grogan
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Shuiwei
In South Futian, near Huanggang Checkpoint, this small patch 
of land has seen a marked increase in the number of new 
restaurants opening in the area in the past few years. We’ve 
seen Woodpecker Smokehouse come along serving up their 
delicious smoked steaks, as well as Mambo Bistro, who 
specialize in Latin food, while mainstays like Evil Duck still 
cater to the booze-inclined amongst our readers. Generally 
speaking, this is the place to go in Futian District if you 
are looking to get away from the chaos of shopping malls 
while still being able to grab something with a Western 
flavor. 

Recommended: Woodpecker Smokehouse, Mambo 
Bistro, Evil Duck

Futian District, nearest metro station: Fumin (Line 4)

W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  M A R C H  2 0 1 9  |  S Z  |  5 35 2  |  S Z  |  M A R C H  2 0 1 9  |  W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M



N E W  B A K E R Y   |  E A T  &  D R I N KE A T  &  D R I N K  |  N E W  R E S T A U R A N T  

The Place
With the goal of offering a 
creative co-working space that 
not only transforms office life 
but also supports patrons with 
high-quality and diversified 
products and services, Beeplus 
is so much more than a bakery. 

Most recently, the company, 
which has expanded rapidly 
in Shenzhen over the past few 
years, has opened Beeplus 
Lifestyle, a 3,000-square-meter 
mega bakery occupying two 
floors of Nanshan’s Okmall. 
The space is so large that staff 

have printed maps to help cus-
tomers navigate the place.

The Food
While the official name for the 
establishment is ‘Beeplus超级
烘焙工坊,’ which roughly trans-
lates to ‘Beeplus super bakery 
factory,’ Beeplus Lifestyle is 
composed of numerous sta-
tions specializing in everything 
from bread and sandwiches to 
desserts, ice cream, tea, coffee 
and alcoholic beverages. 

If you don’t have the time 
or energy to tour the entire 
space, we recommend search-
ing Beeplus Lifestyle on 
Meituan and scanning through 
the most-liked options. One 
popular food item is the ‘God 
of Croissants’ (RMB24), which 
is baked using almonds and 
almond cream and is stuffed 
with a salty cheese. It’s crispy 

and flaky 
on the out-

side with an 
interior texture 

that we’d describe 
as slightly chewy.

The team of bakers at 
BPL are also bold enough to 
add a Chinese twist to some 
of their creations, namely 
the kung pao chicken bread 
(RMB22), the meicai kourou 
bread (RMB26) and the shred-
ded pork with fish-sauce bread 
(RMB26), the latter of which 
we sampled.

While we like the idea 
of experimenting with new 
things, the pork and fish-sauce 
bread was a bit of a letdown, 
reminding us of a dry, crusty 
baozi of questionable quality. 

Another popular choice at 
Beeplus Lifestyle is the fruit 

BEEPLUS 
LIFESTYLE

Not Your Average 
Bakery 

By Jonathan Zhong 

The Place
In Shenzhen’s packed High-Tech Park area, most of the din-
ing options can be found inside large, decadent malls and 
shopping plazas. Convenient, sure, but also a little monoto-
nous. Luckily, this isn’t the case with Bricks, a cozy stand-
alone pub and restaurant tucked onto a street corner near 
the MixC Shopping Mall. With plenty of outside seating in a 
surprisingly quiet area, it’s a nice change of pace. 

The Food
While Bricks calls itself an English pub, the British influ-
ence is limited to the actual venue (with a classic warm 
wooden interior) and a single fish and chips special 
(RMB188) on the menu. The rest of the menu is filled with 
burgers, pasta dishes and a very enticing all-day breakfast. 
For drinks, there are several obligatory beers on tap along 
with simple cocktails, wine and spirits.

After much deliberation, we choose the eponymous 
Bricks burger (RMB78), featuring all the usual cheeseburg-
er toppings plus a homemade cheese sauce from the Bricks 
kitchen. The homemade sauce is served on the side, along 
with a healthy portion of Cajun-seasoned fries (or chips, 
as they say) and a blend of ketchup and mayo. Tragically, 
we don’t realize that we’re meant to pour the cheese sauce 
over the burger until we’re almost done eating.

Even so, it’s a satisfying meal. According to our server, 
the burger is cooked to “70 percent,” which means it re-
tains plenty of juice and the tiniest hint of pink. The home-
made cheese sauce reminds us more of a creamy alfredo, 
but is nevertheless a welcome addition to the mix. While 
it’s not the most exciting burger we’ve had in Shenzhen, it’s 
a solid choice for the price – especially when accompanied 
with a pint of Carlsberg (RMB35).

The Vibe

Despite being located near a busy street, Bricks is shielded 
from the chaos of High-Tech Park by some low buildings 
along the road. The result is a quaint, cozy vibe that is only 
enhanced by the classic English pub decor and al fresco 
seating. While we wouldn’t advise bringing a huge party, 
for those who live or work in the area it’s the perfect place 
to catch up with a couple of mates over a cheeky pint. 
We’re certainly looking forward to visiting again when the 
weather warms up.

BRICKS
Just Another Brick in the Wall
By Winnie Jin

Price: RMB100
Who’s going: tech yuppies, nostalgic Brits
Good for: standard pub fare, English break-
fast, a cheeky pint
Nearest metro: Hi-Tech Park (Exit B), 5 min-
utes’ walk

Open daily, 9.30am-2am; 390 Xincheng Garden, 
Daochong Yi Lu, Nanshan District 南山区大冲一路新城花园
390号 (138 2616 3610)

tea topped with yogurt cheese. 
The unique part of this bever-
age is the yogurt-y, cheesy 
top that crowns the drink – a 
feature that is dubiously ad-
vertised as a ‘world’s first’ (we 
call BS).

The Vibe
Beeplus Lifestyle surely lives 
up to the word ‘super’ in its 
Chinese name and even the 
pickiest customers can find 
something to snack on. With 
unique food options, ample 
space to relax and a 600-seat 
working space, the vibe here 
can only be described as eclec-
tic. We recommend popping in 
and checking it out for your-
self !

Price: RMB50
Who’s going: friends, office-
less workers, carb lovers
Good for: quality pastries, di-
verse dining options, working
Nearest metro: Houhai (Exit 
D1), 1 minute walk

Open daily, Mon-Thu 11am-11pm, 
Fri-Sun 11am-midnight; Okmall, No. 
13 Haide San Dao, Nanshan District 南
山区海德三道13号okmall潮流广场 (400 
888 7000)
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We heard about 
Imperial Inn’s grand 
opening in late 

January and were immediately 
excited by the grand vibes that 
the majestic name brought to 
mind. 

On our visit, however, we 
found not the ‘imperial’ ex-
perience we’d expected, but 
instead a small hole-in-the-wall 
bar with a rather minimalist 
air about it. Unlike the bus-
tling nightlife center that Sea 
World offers across the street, 
Imperial Inn feels distinctly qui-
et in comparison, with just one 
patron present when we arrived 
(granted, it is a new bar). 

Seating is limited at 
Imperial Inn. There are a few 
tables outside, but unfortunate-
ly, the charming music inside 
the bar is barely audible whilst 
taking in the evening air. 

However, the menu is ex-
tensive enough to cater to most 
drinkers, with options includ-
ing beer, cider, wine, whiskey, 
spirits and cocktails, as well 
as tea, coffee, juice and snacks. 
We’re told that the menu will be 
updated regularly, with a ‘Beer 
of the Month’ to be rolled out as 
a special feature. 

We, however, skipped the 
beer options and went for three 
cocktails, the good ol’ Bloody 
Mary (RMB68), a whiskey sour 
(RMB96) and a non-alcoholic 

fruit punch (RMB48) mixed 
with orange juice, pineapple 
juice, lemon juice, grenadine 
and 7-Up. Both alcoholic bever-
ages were more than adequate, 
albeit a little pricey. The Bloody 
Mary was refreshing after a 
long day, and the whiskey sour 
was well-balanced, featuring 
bourbon, lemon juice and sugar 
syrup. However, we found the 
fruit punch a bit too sweet, with 
the grenadine flavor overshad-
owing all the other tastes.

One aspect of our evening 
at Imperial Inn that we loved 
was the hospitality and service 
provided by Apple, the manager 
of the establishment, who is 
capable of instantly making you 
feel at home with her smile and 
her readiness to initiate fun 
conversations. 

At the end of the day, given 
its size and quiet vibe, Imperial 
Inn may not be the best place 
to visit in Shekou for a full-on 
boozy and exciting night. But 
if you’re in the mood to spend 
some time in seclusion away 
from the crowds at Sea World, 
this bar is certainly a conveni-
ent getaway.

Price: RMB100
Who’s going: at least one other 
person on our visit
Good for: friendly service, se-
renity
Nearest metro: Sea World (Exit 
D), 3 minutes’ walk

Open daily, Mon-Thur 4pm-12 
midnight, Fri-Sun 4pm-1am; Shop 103, 
Bldg 1, Imperial Park Phase 1, Wanghai 
Lu, Nanshan District 南山区望海路双玺花
园1期1栋103号铺 (139 0246 2682)

By Jonathan Zhong

BROWNSTONE 
Rising to the Tapas

The Place
One of a number of new restaurants to open in 
the newest MixC World in Nanshan District and 
within walking distance of Houhai Metro Station, 
Brownstone is an accessible and bustling desti-
nation for foodies and shoppers alike. We also 
felt that the restaurant’s choice of decor and 
food and style made it the most inviting shop 
(we have to admit we are still somewhat intimi-
dated by the Oy Oyster next door) and probably 
the most visible too.

The Food
To begin our journey through the foodie plains 
of Espana, we tucked into Brownstone’s grilled 
Spain lamb chop (RMB58 for two pieces.) Super 
juicy with a hint of cumin and just the right fat 
content, the meat comes topped with cooked 
sliced almonds. The outer texture of the lamb 
chops is flaky, and soft, succulent pieces of 
meat fall away with ease. 

To accompany the lamb chops, we chose 
some tapas, or appetizers. First, we ordered 
the pan-fried mushrooms (RMB36) out of con-
cern for our post-CNY waistline. The shrooms 
proved to be a tasty treat and a perfect topping 
for a noodle or rice dish. The half mushroom 
heads are fantastically juicy, again grilled and 

burnished a nice shade of tasty. Another 
dish we tried was the cohesive and well-
condensed Spanish omelette (RMB36) which 
looks more like a cake, and comes divided 
into three slices. Containing peppers and on-
ions, this one contains plenty of Latin spice, 
with a dollop of sweet spring onion sauce on 
top. 

To cap our meal off, we sampled one of 
the outlet’s gin specialties, the Gorden elf 
(RMB58). An interesting combination of 
mango and orange, with lemon juice also 
in evidence, this drink is a mixture of tame 
flavors. The presence of the Bombay gin is, 
however, a bit too strong and overwhelms 
the other flavors. While the food is great, 
their drinks could use a little bit more work. 

The Vibe
Creating a Spanish vibe sometimes seems to 
follow a set formula. There’s something about 
Spain, perhaps the dusty landscape, that 
makes us think of shades of red ochre and yel-
low. Brownstone, with its rich color-scheme, 
is a perfect representation of our traditional 
notion of Spain. Music, colors and the linger-
ing scents of the food, which emanate from 
the open kitchen near the back of the outlet, 
all ensure a wholly sensuous and relaxing 
experience.

Price: RMB100-250
Who’s going: Spaniards, tired shoppers
Good for: tapas, selfies, a taste of Europe
Nearest metro: Houhai (Exit G), 10 minutes’ 
walk

Open daily, 10am-1am; 1/F MixC World, Keyuan Nanlu, 
Nanshan District 南山区科苑南路万象城1楼 (8656 8842)

By Bryan Grogan
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Star Wars: A New Hope in Concert  

Laputa: Castle in the Sky   
Soundtrack

4H Party   Music Festival

Whether fans of the storied franchise are happy (or sad) to find that there’s no 
end to new and forthcoming films in the Star Wars story, they can always relive 
the glory days of the original trilogy by catching this beautiful performance by 
the Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra, with the film simultaneously played live on a 
big screen.  
Fri Mar 1, 8.30pm; RMB80 presale, RMB100 at the door. Shenzhen Poly Theater Baoli 
Culture Square, Haibin Lu, Houhai, Nanshan District 南山区后海滨路保利文化广场保利剧
院 (247 Tickets)

For fans of Japanese animation, this 
is a must see. With music and inspi-
ration pulled from Studio Ghibli clas-
sics such as Laputa: Castle in the Sky, 
Spirited Away, Princess Mononoke 
and My Neighbour Totoro, viewers 
can see the fascinating world’s of 
Hayao Miyazaki come to life on 
stage. 
Sat Mar 16, 8pm; RMB180-380. Shenzhen 
Children’s Palace, 2002 Fuzhong Yi Lu, 
Futian District 福田区福中一路2002号 
(8351 3099) (247 Tickets)

Another music festival hits Shenzhen 
this March, with 4H Live putting 
on a great two-day party featur-
ing a number of EDM and house 
music artists. With American-Indian 
KSHMR, Dutch-Turkish artist Ummet 
Ozcan and a number of local art-
ists, including Lizzy, Steve Rocks and 
more, this international affair should 
be a cracker. 
Sat-Sun Mar 2-3, 5-11.30pm; RMB350-580. 
Heyhou Town 4HLive, Chiwan 2nd Lu, 
Nanshan District 南山区赤湾2路嘿吼小镇
4HLive (247 Tickets)

Little Women  Drama

FIBA Basketball World Cup 
Draw in Shenzhen  Basketball

Play With Me  Childhood Art

Louisa May Alcott’s story is a tale of growing up in 19th century America in a 
woman’s body. Long seen as a defining text in women’s literature, this coming-
of-age story has stood the test of time and is now coming to Shenzhen, thanks 
to Chapterhouse Theater. 
Mar 31, 7.30pm; RMB160-360. Shenzhen Children’s Palace, 2002 Fuzhong Yi Lu, Futian 
District 福田区福中一路2002号 (8351 3099) (Damai.cn)

With the FIBA Basketball World Cup 
set to take place through August and 
September this year in a number 
of cities around China (including 
Shenzhen), former NBA pros Kobe 
Bryant and Yao Ming will attend this 
star-studded ceremony to sort quali-
fiers from Africa, the Americas, Asia 
and Europe into groups for the sport-
ing event. Also in attendance on the 
day will be globally-known pop star 
Jason DeRulo. 
Sat Mar 16, 6.30pm; RMB280-1,080. 
Shenzhen Bay Sports Center, 3001 Binhai 
Dadao, Nanshan District 南山区滨海大道
3001号 (8630 8888) (damai.cn)

This exhibition looks at the ubiq-
uity of toys and animations in our 
young lives and the memories that 
remain with us through adulthood. 
As Shenzhen gets prepared for an 
animation-packed spring, thanks to 
Singularity Festival and Mangasia, 
this is a nice primer to whet your 
appetite. 
Tue-Sun until Apr 10, 2.30/7.30pm; RMB40 
weekdays, RMB60 weekends. G&G Creative 
Community, No.9 Liyuan Lu, Shekou, 
Nanshan District 南山区蛇口荔园路9号 
(400 886 1681) (Damai.cn)

HEAR HEAR

Cloud Nothings  Noise Rock

A high-octane and caustic punk band coming from Ohio in the US, Cloud 
Nothings bring their latest album, Last Building Burning to China this March, to 
play the sweaty and cramped environs of Hou Live. Carrying on the grand old 
tradition of noisy punk music coming out of Ohio, Cloud Nothings have taken 
the stage at a number of hugely popular festivals around the world since their 
first album release.  
Sat Mar 16, 8.30pm; RMB120 presale. Hou Live, B112A KK ONE Shopping Center, 9289 Binhe 
DaDao, Futian District 福田区滨河大道9289号KK ONE购物中心负一层B112A (showstart)

Jan & Naomi  Dream Pop

A dream pop outfit out of Tokyo, 
Jan & Naomi released their first full-
length nine-track album, Fracture, in 
April of 2018. They’ve since gone on 
to capture a bunch of fans enamored 
by their gentle vocals, precarious 
rhythms and beautiful lyrics. 
Sun Mar 3, 8.30pm; RMB80 presale, 
RMB120 at the door. B10, North side 
of Building C2, North Area, OCT-Loft, 
Xiangshan Dong Jie, Nanshan District 南
山区香山东街华侨城创意文化园北区C2栋
北侧 (247 Tickets)

Mono  Post Rock

The Underground Youth 
Psychedelic

Yung Bae  Future Funk Gang of Four   Post Punk

Legendary instrumental band Mono gear up to take in a nine-date tour of 
China this March. Their latest album, Nowhere Here Now, was produced by the 
one and only Steve Albini, a long-time friend of the band, and it sees them 
once more hug the boundary between dark and light. Known for their epic 
live shows, this is one not to be missed.  
Fri Mar 8, 8.30pm; RMB180 presale, RMB220 at the door. Hou Live, B112A KK ONE 
Shopping Center, 9289 Binhe DaDao, Futian District 福田区滨河大道9289号KK ONE购物中
心负一层B112A (showstart)

British band The Underground Youth 
create dark, minimalist tunes in the 
style of ’80s post punk bands like Joy 
Division or Echo and the Bunnymen, 
but with modern twists. With more 
than a hint of atmospheric reverb pre-
sent on their latest release, the two-
track Fill the Void, The Underground 
Youth play with our concepts of 
empty space.  
Fri Mar 8, 8.30pm; RMB100 presale, 
RMB120 at the door. B10, North side 
of Building C2, North Area, OCT-Loft, 
Xiangshan Dong Jie, Nanshan District 南山
区香山东街华侨城创意文化园北区C2栋北
侧(247 Tickets)

Returning to China on a short three-
stop tour, Yung Bae is bringing his 
new album, Bae, which features more 
than a bit of inspiration taken from 
Japanese culture and disco tracks. 
Yung Bae, from Portland in the US, 
is a kid who was seemingly born on 
the internet, armed with a host of 
diverse, yet brilliantly combined, influ-
ences, making his music a treat for 
the senses. 
Fri Mar 8, 10pm; RMB120 presale, RMB150 
at the door. Oil, 11A Ground Floor, Tairan 
Building, Tairan Ba Lu, Futian District 福
田区泰然八路泰然大厦01层L1-11A (247 
Tickets)

It is sometimes hard to quantify the 
influence of this particular legend-
ary post punk group. Their seminal 
album, Entertainment!, has influenced 
everyone from R.E.M to Nirvana, and 
has gone on to serve as one of the 
best punk releases ever made. After 
years of sporadic activity, Gang of 
Four are capitalizing on their legend-
ary status and, with just one member 
of the original line-up remaining, it 
will be interesting to see how they 
measure up in a live setting now. 
Mon Mar 18, 8pm; RMB280 presale, 
RMB330 at the door. B10 Live, North side 
of Building C2, North Area, OCT-Loft, 
Xiangshan Dong Jie, Nanshan District 南山
区香山东街华侨城创意文化园北区C2栋北
侧 (247 Tickets)

SEE
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Holi Party: Festival of Colors  
Indian Festival

Kidz With Heart Mini Olympics  at Shen Wai International School Fundraiser

Kidz With Heart Mini Olympics  Fundraiser Shenzhen British Day   Community

The festival of colors comes to 
Longgang District this month, in cel-
ebration of the Indian festival Holi. This 
annual holiday welcomes the arrival 
of spring and has spread around the 
world because of the overwhelmingly 
good vibes that it represents. Bring 
friends, family and loved ones to join 
in the fun, or go alone and meet new 
friends. 
Fri Mar 1, 8.30pm; RMB80 presale, 
RMB100 at the door. Shang Li Lang Zhi 
Niu Sports Ecological Park, Ban Li Avenue, 
Buji Town, Longgang District 龙岗区坂李
大道布吉 (247 Tickets)

Kids from 5-11 years old from 
across Shenzhen will represent 
their home countries in a variety 
of sporting activities while rais-
ing money to help impoverished 
children in China reach for a bet-
ter tomorrow. Kids will receive a 
T-shirt, medal and goodie bag as 
part of the registration package.  
Sat Mar 23, 8am; RMB230. Shen 
Wai International School, 29 Baishi 
San Dao, Nanshan District 南山
区白石三道29号深外国际部 (8654 
1221)

Shekou International School will host 5- to 11-year-old 
children from across Shenzhen to represent their home 
countries in a variety of sporting activities. The aim is to 
raise money to aid impoverished children in China. Kids will 
receive a T-shirt, medal and goodie bag as part of the regis-
tration package.  
Sat Mar 16, 8am; RMB230. Shekou International School, Jing 
Shan Villas, Nanhai Blvd 南山区蛇口工业二路鲸山别墅内

Britcham are bringing their fun and fabulous British Day 
back to Shenzhen this March, with activities on hand to 
keep both the kids and adults active throughout the day. 
There will be a charity raffle, excellent music performances 
by a British band, delicious British food and plenty of fun 
and games for the kids to enjoy. 
Sun Mar 17, 11am; RMB30 for adults, RMB15 for kids above 
1.2 meters tall, free for kids under 1.2 meters tall. Shekou 
International School, Jing Shan Villas, Nanhai Blvd 南山区蛇口
工业二路鲸山别墅内 (For ticket information, contact Cloris via 
Events@britchamgd.com)

DO

European Chamber Gala Dinner 2019 Cosplay Party 
The Award Gala 2019 promises a gala 
night of luxury dining, world-class 
after-dinner speakers and award pres-
entations. Hundreds of the region’s top 
leaders in business and government 
come together to recognize and cel-
ebrate the 2019 European Business in 
China Award finalists and winners. 
Fri Mar 15, 6-10pm; RMB800-1,200. 
Hilton Shenzhen Futian, Bldg B, Great 
China International Finance Center, 1003 
Shennan Dadao, Futian District 福田区
深南大道1003号大中华国际金融中心B栋 
(2130 8888)

For some there’s nothing more fun 
than getting dressed up in a zany 
costume and heading out for the 
evening. For others there’s nothing 
more fun than watching people get a 
little bit tipsy wearing zany costumes. 
Whatever your preference, this cosplay 
party event, thrown by PandoraParties, 
is sure to be a wild evening. 
Sat Mar 2, 9pm; RMB100-200. Coastal City, 
No. 33, Wenxin Wu Lu, Nanshan District 
南山区文心五路33号 �For tickets add 
WeChat ID: PANDORAPARTIES

TASTE

DO

HK MO

HONG KONG & MACAU CALENDAR

MAR 8
FRI   

Feast of the God Tou Tei, Fok Tak Chi, 
Horta da Mitra. 
Tou Tei is the ‘God of the Earth’ 
in Chinese folk religion and 
is believed to be everywhere. 
Celebrations are held at the Tou Tei 
Temples on Taipa and elsewhere 
around the city. Chinese pastries 
are offered to Tou Tei on the occa-
sion, while Cantonese operas are 
staged in front of the temple. Lion 
dances and other traditional shows 
will also round out this special 
celebration.

MAR 9-10    
SAT-SUN 
     

Procession of the Passion of Our 
Lord, St. Augustine’s Church. 
The Procession of Passion of Our 
Lord is a unique religious cel-
ebration in Macau. An image of 
Christ carrying the cross is taken 
in a solemn procession from St. 
Augustine’s Church to the Cathedral 
of Macau for an overnight vigil and 
then returned through the city via 
the stations of the cross, accom-
panied by a magenta-robed escort 
and crowds of faithful followers 
and curious spectators. 

MAR 16  
SAT  

Strolling in the Garden, Listening to 
Music, 3pm/4.30pm; free. Mandarin’s 
House. 

A great man once said: 
“Architecture is frozen music 
and music is liquid architecture.” 
In the ‘Strolling in the Garden, 
Listening to Music’ series, the 
Macau Chinese Orchestra will walk 
past Macau’s unique buildings 
where music will be flowing freely 
through the air. 

MAR 22-24 
FRI-SUN

The Script Road – Macau Literary 
Festival – ‘Drug,’ 8pm/9pm; 
MOP180. Oficinas Navais n.o 2 (ma-
cauticket.com) 
Started by 25-year-old local news-
paper Ponto Final, this annual 
festival witnesses a large gathering 
of writers, publishers, journalists, 
musicians and directors, among 
other professionals from China and 
Portuguese-speaking countries. A 
special play worth checking out 
this year is Drug, an adaption from 
a short story by renowned Chinese 
author Lu Xun.

UNTIL APR 22 
TUE-SUN

Masterpieces of Russian Art, 10am-
7pm; free. Macau Museum of Art. 
This exciting exhibition features a 
total of 70 Russian masterpieces, 
including oil paintings and sculp-
tures from the end of the 18th 
century to mid-20th century from 
the Tretyakov collection. Boasting 
more than 180,000 works of art, 
the State Tretyakov Gallery in 
Moscow is an art museum that 
holds the largest collection of 
Russian fine art in the world.    

MAR 3-9
SUN-SAT

The Week Hong Kong, various 
times; HKD140-1,000. Various ven-
ues. (Ticketflap)
Over a seven-day period, seven 
unique musical genres will be 
showcased at different venues 
around Hong Kong. With local 
bands like David Boring, Nowhere 
Boys and Twisterella playing every-
thing from post punk to hip hop, 
this exposition of underground 
music in the Fragrant Harbor is 
about as cool as it gets. 

MAR 8-10
FRI-SUN 

Hong Kong Salsa Festival 2019 & 
8th World Salsa Championships, 
various times; HKD490. Various ven-
ues. (HK festival)
The best of Asian and global talent 
will converge on Hong Kong for 
a three-day celebration of salsa 
dancing this month. You can get 
in on the action with workshops, 
or go watch exciting dance perfor-
mances and competitions, which 
will be happening across the city. 

MAR 14
THU

All Irish Stand Up Comedy, 8pm; 
HKD350. Tamarind. (Ticketflap)
With Irish blood running through 
our magazine, we can’t recom-
mend enough the opportunity 
to have a gawk at the three Irish 
comedians set to make it to Hong 
Kong just in time to celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day. With Karl Spain, Joe 
Rooney and Patser Murray appear-
ing, this event should be a bucket-
ful of laughs. 

MAR 15
FRI

Cloud Nothings, 8pm; HKD320. 
MOM Livehouse. (Ticketflap)
A high-octane and caustic punk 
band coming from Ohio in the US, 
Cloud Nothings bring their latest 
album, Last Building Burning, to 
Hong Kong this March, playing in 
the sweaty and cramped environs 
of MOM Livehouse. Carrying on 
the grand old tradition of noisy 
punk music coming out of Ohio, 
Cloud Nothings have taken the 
stage at a number of hugely popu-
lar festivals around the world since 
their first album release.

MARCH 29-31
FRI-SUN

Art Basel Hong Kong 2019, 1pm-
8pm; HKD250-2,880. Hong Kong 
Convention and Exhibition Center.
(HK Ticketing)
Asia’s largest art fair returns to 
Hong Kong, with almost 250 gal-
leries from 36 countries around 
the globe set to be represented at 
this fantastic three-day event. With 
more than half of the galleries 
coming from the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, this is the perfect opportuni-
ty to learn about what is going on 
in the world of contemporary art. 
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HOTEL NEWS
Shenzhen Marriott Hotel 
Golden Bay  
Lollipop Afternoon Tea Sets
With two promotions this March, first up 
for Shenzhen Marriott Hotel Golden Bay, 
The Lounge has prepared colorful lollipop-
themed afternoon tea sets (RMB348 per 
set), which include marshmallows, sour 
and sweet mango mousse cake, as well 
as raspberry cake rolls. Next up is their 
cherry blossom, representing true love 
and sincere hope. In the early spring, The 
Lounge will offer an excellent selection of 
seasonal cherry blossom drinks (starting 
from RMB45) equipped with floral aromas 
and big taste.

Until April 30; various prices. Shenzhen Marriott Hotel Golden 
Bay, 33 Zonglv Dadao, Dapeng New District 大鹏新区棕榈大
道 33 号 (2839 8888)

Sheraton Dameisha Resort, Shenzhen
Sunny Afternoon Tea
With the sun, sand and sea around, Sheraton Dameisha Resort, 
Shenzhen’s sunny afternoon tea is the best choice to enjoy relax-
ing moments while gazing at the sea through floor-to-ceiling win-
dows. While indulging in foods from France, Italy, the US and the 
Middle East, you’ll feel like you’re on a tour of the globe. 

Mar 1-31; RMB348 not including tax and service charge. Sheraton Dameisha Resort, Shenzhen, 9 
Yankui Lu, Dameisha, Yantian District 盐田区盐田大梅沙盐葵路9号 (8888 6688)

HOTEL PROMOTIONS

Four Seasons Hotel Welcome Guest 
Chef from Thailand  
Thai Treats from Chiang Mai
Guest Chef Rada Phanpung from Chiang Mai, Thailand, will pre-
sent an array of delicious culinary treats from the northern Thai 
province from March 3-7 at Four Seasons Hotel, Shenzhen. With 
weekday buffet lunches priced at RMB318 per person, weekday 
dinners RMB488 per person, weekend buffets at RMB588 per 
person and a three-course lunch in the hotel’s FOO restaurant 
at RMB488 per person, diners can snap up an opportunity to eat 
some of the most luxuriant and delicious food items that Chiang 
Mai has to offer. 

Mar 3-7; RMB318-588. Four Seasons Hotel Shenzhen, 138 Fuhua San Lu, by Yitian Lu, Futian 
District 福田区福华三路138号 (8826 8888)
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LISTINGS

Scan for complete listings
Want to see all restaurants, hotels and more in 
Shenzhen? Check out  www.thatsmags.com or follow 
our official WeChat account by scanning the QR code.LISTINGS

OPEN  DOOR

SLOW-ROASTED USDA PRIME RIB
Mouthwatering Meaty Treats
Having opened in Shenzhen in 2017, the family-run Westwood Fire&Smoke aims 
to bring people together with their delicious food. Nowhere is that more obvious 
than with their specialty: the slow-roasted prime rib. Glazed a deep and delicious 
brown and also accompanied by mixed vegetables, this dish brings folks at the 
table together in a cozy and delicious experience.

Westwood Fire&Smoke, ShopNL119 MixC World 9668 Shennan Avenue Nanshan
南山区深南大道9668号华润万象天地里巷NL119号铺 (8668 7399)

AUTHENTIC SPANISH SEAFOOD RICE
Iberian Eats
Drop by Spanish Michelin-star restaurant Skina this March and tuck into their deli-
cious and authentic Spanish seafood rice. Full of sumptuous, Iberian ingredients, 
the outlet’s brilliant take on the dish is complemented by their commitment to us-
ing only the freshest ingredients. 

Skina, 8th Floor, Ping An Financial Center, Second Road, Futian District Center 福田区中心二路
平安金融中心8楼 (2360 8799)

Winner of a That's Food & 
Drink Award 2018

 
 Paulaner Brauhaus 1) C-005, 

Huanchuan Square, Sea World, Shekou, 
Nanshan District (2668 7230) 2) 8/F, Shop 
801, PAFC Mall,Ping’An Finance Centre, 
5033 Yitian Lu, Futian District (8253 5187) 
1) 南山区蛇口海上世界环船广场C-005 2)福田区
益田路5033号平安金融中心8楼801

SPANISH

Ling Spanish Kitchen 1011 Qiao Xiang 
Dong Lu, 1979 Cultural Park, Nanshan Dis-
trict (8322 7522) 南山区侨香东路1011号1979
文化新天地B区1层

MIDDLE EASTERN

Bus Grill Turkish Steakhouse Shop 134, 
1/F, Shopping Park B Area, Futian District 
(158 2044 6962) 福田区购物公园B区134铺

Les 5 Chef's Miznon 143 Laojie, Shekou, 
Nanshan District (132 5889 0561) 南山蛇
口老街143号

The Istanbul Restaurant 1-22 Huafa Bei 
Lu, Huaqiangbei Jiedao, Futian District 
(3309 7180) 福田区华强北街道华发北路1-22号

MEXICAN

 Teqo FL1018, Yijing Central Walk 
Shopping Mall, 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian Dis-
trict. (18928448542) 福田区福华一路3号怡景
中心城FL1018号铺

Orale No. 1026, Zhonghang Beiyuan V 
Shangjie, Zhenhua Lu, Huaqiangbei, Futian 
District (2396 4990) 福田区华强北振华路中航
北苑V尚街1026号铺

Tacos 3118#, Sea World Square, 32 Taizi 
Lu, Shekou, Nanshan District (2161 1006) 
南山区蛇口太子路32号海上世界广场A3118店铺

Latina No. 1128, Sea World, Wanghai Lu, 
by Nanhai Dadao (2667 7679) 南山区蛇口望
海路1128号海上世界广场C区

INDIAN

Bombay Indian Restaurant & Bar Shops 
20-24, Sea World, Nanshan District (2667 
6049) 南山区海上世界商铺20-24号

Saffron Indian Restaurant and Bar Floor 
B1, Jinhu Hotel, 1005 Wenjin Lu, Luohu 
District (8219 1115) 罗湖区文锦中路1005号锦
湖宾馆地下一层 
 
Indian Cottage Shop 48-49, 2/F, Area A, 
Poly Cultural Centre, Wenxin Wu Lu, Nan-
shan District (8628 7265) 南山区文心五路保
利文化广场A区2楼48-49号商铺

 
Little Papa Indian Restaurant #116, 
Building 6, Nanhai E-Cool, Taizi Lu, Shekou, 
Nanshan District (2686 0020) 南山区蛇口太
子路南海意库6栋116号

JAPANESE

BOA 3/F, West side of  International Bar 
Street, Sea World, Shekou, Nanshan District 
(130 4894 9034) 南山区蛇口海上世界国际酒
吧街西侧三楼

Tang Ben Jia #FL1011, L/F, Yijing Central 
Walk Shopping Mall, 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian 
District (8280 1086) 福田区福华一路3号怡景中
心城广场L楼FL1011号

Bincho Ya L120-121, Bldg 2, Times Square 
Excellence, Fuhua Lu, Futian District (8278 
2760) 福田区福华路卓越时代广场二期L120
－L121店 
 
 

 Komachi B-132, North Side, 
Shopping Park, Futian District (8290 5806) 
福田区购物公园北园B区132号 

 
Kyoku Japanese Cuisine B-17 Qushui 
Bay, OCT Bay, 50 Baishi Lu East, Nanshan 
District (8654 1122) 南山区白石路东50号欢乐
海岸曲水湾B-17

Nishimura 1/F, Macro Polo Hotel, Fuhua Yi 
Lu, by Mintian Lu (3339 7709) 福田中心区福
华一路马哥孛罗好日子酒店1楼

Kanpai Classic 9/F, PAFC Mall, Ping An 
Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Road, Futian 
District (6182 2987) 福田区福华三路平安金
融中心第9楼 
 

KOREAN

Minikor Kitchen L01-B01, Coco Park, 269 
Fuhua San Lu, by Mintian Lu, Futian District 
(8606 9266) 福田区民田路福华三路269号星河
Coco Park L1-B0

Bornga Korean Cuisine A-11A, Qushui 
Wan, OCT Bay, 42 Baishi Lu East, Nanshan 
District (8654 1158) 南山区白石路东42号欢乐
海岸曲水湾A-11A

VIETNAMESE

Lian Shop 562, 5/F, The MIXC Shenzhen, 
Luohu District (8266 6366) 罗湖区万象城商
场5楼562铺

Muine 1) L2-203, Coco Park, Fuhua San 
Lu, Futian District (8271 2527) 2) B139 
and B139-2, B1/F, Jiufang Shopping Mall, 
ShennanZhong Lu, Futian District (2681 
7828) 3) No. 219, 2/F, Shekou Garden City 
Center, Nanshan District (2681 7828) 4) 
B2-017A, King Glory Plaza, Luohu District 
(2220 3052) 5) RL1094B, Yijing Central 
Walk Shopping Mall, 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian 
District (8273 2993) 6) G-025B, OCT Bay 
Shopping mall, 13 Baishi Dong Lu, Nanshan 
District (8671 7326) 1) 福田区福华三路COCO 
Park L2-203 2) 福田区深南中路华强北九方购
物中心B1层B139 & B139-2 3) 南山区南海大道
1086号花园城中心第2楼219号铺 4) 罗湖区人民
南路金光华广场B2层B2-017A号 5) 福田区福华三
路中心城广场L层RL1094B号 6) 南山区滨海大道
2008号欢乐海岸购物中心G-025B

Mon Saigon Block B, 1979 Cultural and 
Creative Park, by Qiaoxiang Lu, Futian 
District (8270 3282) 福田区侨香路1979文化
生活新领域B区

Pho Nam Shop B26C, Link City Passage, 
by Fuhua Lu (8255 7048) 福田区连城新天地
B26C商铺

THAI

 The Terrace Restaurant & 
Bar #201, Sea World Square, 32 Taizi Lu, 
Shekou, Nanshan District (2682 9105) 南山
区蛇口太子路32号海上世界广场商铺201

Very Siam 1/F, A3 Bldg, Xiangshan Dong 
Jie, OCT-Loft, Nanshan District (8623 3225)
南山区OCT创意园香山东街A3栋1楼

Yes Thai 1) 4/F, KK Shopping Mall, KK 
Financial Centre, 5016 Shennan Dong Lu, 
by Hongbao Lu (2290 0333) 2) 5/F, Costal 
City, 33 Wenxin Wu Lu, by Haide Yi Dao 
(8635 9989) 1) 罗湖区深南东路5016号京基百
纳空间购物中心4楼 2) 南山区文心五路33号海岸
城购物中心五楼

La Maison D'Elephant 8/F, PAFC Mall, Ping 
An Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Lu, Futian 
District (8831 9918) 福田区益田路5033号平
安金融中心8楼 

BUFFETS

 Café Zen 1/F, Futian Shangri-la 
Shenzhen, 4088 Yitian lu, Futian District 
(2151 3825)福田区益田路4088号深圳福田香格
里拉大酒店1层

 
 
The Show Kitchen 32/F, Grand Hyatt Shen-
zhen, 1881 Baoan Nan lu, Luohu District 
(2218 7338) 罗湖区宝安南路1881号深圳君悦

酒店32层 
 
Silk 2/F, The Langham, Shenzhen, 7888 
Shennan Dadao, Futian District (8828 9888 
ext. 8921) 深圳东海朗廷酒店2层秀·自助餐厅 

Market Café 2/F, Hyatt Regency Shenzhen 
Airport, Shenzhen Baoan International Air-
port, Boa’an District (2345 1234) 宝安区深圳
宝安国际机场深圳机场凯悦酒店2层

 Café Marco 1/F, Marco Polo 
Shenzhen, 28 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian District 
(3322 7777) 福田区福华一路28号深圳马哥孛罗
好日子酒店1层 

NIGHTLIFE

 

 The George & Dragon is a quint-
essential British Pub; good draft beers, ales, 
and cider; comforting pub food and great 
BBQ; non-stop sports on three screens; 
secluded beer garden. Your home away 
from home. Also available for catering your 
parties and events. www.george-dragon.
com; e-mail: manager@george-dragon.com; 
tel: 2669 8564; Shop 3, behind Taizi Hotel, 
Taizi Lu 5, Shekou. 南山区太子路5号太子宾馆
1楼后排3号商铺

Club Viva No. 140, Fuhua Lu, Coco Park, 
Futian District 福田区福华路城建购物公园
140 号

Dazzle Club 3/F, Central Commercial Build-
ing, No.88 Fuhua 1st Road, Futian District 
(2348 1542) 福田区民田路中心商务大厦三楼

McCawley’s Irish Bar 1) Shop 151-152, 
Coco Park, Futian District (2531 3599) 2) 
Shop 118, Sea World, Shekou, Nanshan 
District (2668 4496) 1) 福田区购物公园151-
152 2) 南山区蛇口海上世界广场118号

Pepper Club 2/F, Shopping Park, Fuhua 
Lu, Fustian District (8319 9040) 福田区福华
路购物公园二楼

 The Terrace Above Starbucks, 
Sea World Plaza, Shekou, Nanshan District 
(2682 9105) 南山区蛇口海上世界广场2 楼星
巴克楼上 

EDUCATION
American International School, No. 
82,Gongyuan Lu, Shekou,Nanshan District 
(8619 4750)  
南山区蛇口公园路82号青少年活动中心 

Green Oasis School No. 4030, Shennan 
Middle Road, Tianmian, Futian District. 
(8399 6712) admission@greenoasis.org.cn   
www.greenoasis.org.cn
福田区田面村深南中路 4030 号

International School of Nanshan Shenzhen  
A Canadian school accepting application 
for Pre-Grade 1 through Grade 12. 11 
Longyuan Lu, Taiyuan Sub-District, Nanshan 
District (2666 1000, 2606 6968). admis-
sion@isnsz.com  www.isnsz.com  
南山区龙源路11号 

Merchiston International School  
No. 12 Shilongzai Road, Daliang Sub-
District, Longhua District, (400 867 0177) 
admissions@merchiston.cn, www.merchis-
ton.cn 龙华区大浪街道新石社区石龙仔路12号

 
Peninsula Montessori Kindergarten The 
Peninsula one, Jin Shiji Lu,  Shekou  Nan-
shan District ( 2685 1266)   

半岛城邦国际幼儿园 南山区蛇口东角头金世纪路1
号半岛城邦一期

Quality Schools International  
2/F Bitao Center, 8 Taizi Lu, 
Shekou,Nanshan District (2667 6031). 
www.shk.qsi.org  
南山区蛇口太子路 8 号碧涛中心 2 楼 

QSI International School of Shenzhen 
(Futian) A1, TCL Science Park, No. 1001 
Zhongshan Yuan, Nanshan District (8371 
7108) 南山区中山园路1001号TCL 科学园区A1栋            

Shekou International School   
Jingshan Villas, Gongye Er Lu, Shekou, Nan-
shan District (2669 3669). www.sis.org.cn
南山区蛇口工业二路鲸山别墅内

Shen Wai International School 29 Baishi 
San Lu, Nanshan (8654 1200, www.swis.cn)
深圳外国语学校国际部 南山区白石三道 29 号

HOTEL
Futian Shangri-La Hotel Shenzhen No.4088 
Yitian Lu, Futian District (8828 4088). 
福田香格里拉大酒店 福田区益田路 4088 号

Four Seasons Hotel Shenzhen 138 Fuhua 
San Lu, Futian District (8826 8888) 
福田区福华三路 138 号 

Grand Hyatt Shenzhen No.1881 Baoan Nan 
Lu, Luohu District (8266 1234) www.shen-
zhen.grand.hyatt.com  罗湖区宝安南路1881号

Hardrock Hotel Shenzhen， Hard Rock 
Cafe Shenzhen，No.9 Misson Hills 
Road,Shenzhen，0755-3395 2888 深圳硬石
酒店  观澜高尔夫大道9号 

Hilton Shenzhen Shekou Nanhai 1177, 
Wanghai Lu, Nanshan District 
深圳蛇口希尔顿南海酒店 南山区望海路 1177 号 
(2162 8888)

Hilton Shenzhen Futian Town B, Great China 
International Finance Centre, 1003 Shennan 
Dadao, Futian District  (2130 8888)  
福田区深南大道1003号大中华国际金融中心B座 

JW Marriott Shenzhen No.6005 Shennan 
Dadao, Futian District. (2269 8888) 
福田区深南大道 6005 号

JW Marriott Shenzhen Bao’an 8 Baoxing Lu, 
Baoan District (2323 8888) 
深圳前海华侨城 JW 万豪酒店 宝安区宝兴路 8 号

Marco Polo Shenzhen   Fuhua Yi Lu, 
CBD, Futian District (8298 9888). www.
cn.marcopolohotels.com 福田中心区福华一路

Shangri-La Hotel East of  the Luohu Train 
Station, Jianshe Lu, Luohu District (8233 
0888). www.shangri-la.com
罗湖区建设路火车站东侧

Sheraton Dameisha Resort 9 Yankui Lu, 
Dameisha, Yantian District (8888 6688) 
盐田大梅沙盐葵路 ( 大梅沙段 )9 号

St. Regis Shenzhen  No.5016 Shennan 
Dong Lu, Luohu District.(8308 8888) 
深圳瑞吉酒店 罗湖区深南东路 5016 号

The Langham, Shenzhen, No. 7888, Shen-
nan Dadao, Futian District (8828 9888). 
深圳朗廷酒店 福田区深南大道 7888 号

The Ritz-Carlton, Shenzhen 116 Fuhua San 
Lu, Futian District (2222 2222) 
福田区福华三路 116 号

The Venice Raytour Hotel Shenzhen 
No.9026, Shennan Dadao, Overseas Chi-
nese Town, Nanshan District (2693 6888) 
深圳威尼斯睿途酒店 南山区华侨城深南大道 9026 号

The Westin Shenzhen 9028-2 Shennan 
Dadao, Nanshan District (2698 8888) 
www.westin.com/shenzhen 南山区深南大道
9028号-2

Hyatt Regency Shenzhen Airport, Shen-
zhen Bao'an International Airport, Bao'an 
District 深圳机场凯悦酒店 宝安区深圳宝安国际机
场 (755-2345 1234)

InterContinental Shenzhen, No. 9009, 
Shennan Road, Nanshan District 深圳华侨城
洲际大酒店，南山区深南大道9009号 (3399 3388)

The Courtyard by Marriott Shenzhen 
Bao'an, No.46 Dongfang Road, Songgang, 

FOOD & DRINK
AMERICAN

Element Fresh 1) 1/F, Zone B, Sea World, 
Shekou, Nanshan District (2681 4848) 2) L2-
7/7A, Wongtee Plaza, 118 Fuhua San Lu, 
Futian District (8323 7249) 1) 南山区海上世界广
场B区B130-210号 2) 福田区福华三路118号皇庭国
商购物广场L2-7/7A号 
 

 Baia Burger Concept 1) 1C-
077-078A, 1/F, Shopping Park, Fuhua San 
Lu, Futian District (8290 6696) 2) A2303 3/
F, Second Building Section A, Sea World, 
Shekou, Nanshan District (2681 8890) 1) 福田
区福华三路购物公园1楼078A 2) 深圳市南山区蛇
口海上世界A区2座3楼3号

The Butchers Club B101A, PAFC Mall, Ping 
An Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Lu, Futian 
District (8272 5669) 福田区益田路5033号平安金
融中心B1，下沉式广场B101A商铺（观光厅入口旁
边）

Morton's Grille N901, 9/F, PAFC Mall, Ping 
An Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Lu, Futian 
District (8326 8333) 福田区益田路5033号平安
金融中心9楼N901

 Hard Rock Cafe Shenzhen 9 
Mission Hills Blvd, Longhua New District 
(3395 2888) 龙华新区观澜高尔夫大道9号www.
hardrockhotels.com/shenzhen

Blue Frog Shop 28, 2/F, Wongtee Plaza, 
118 Fuhua San Lu, Futian District (8255 
3646) 福田区福华三路118号皇庭国商购物广
场2层28铺

CHINESE

CANTONESE

Hoi Fan 1) North gate L/F, Yijing Central 
Walk Shopping Mall, 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian 
District (8322 6165) 2) Rm 16 3/F, Raffles 
City, 2163 Nanhai Dadao, Nanshan District 
(2640 8664) 1) 福田区福华一路3号新怡景商
业中心L层北大门 2) 南海大道2163号来福士广
场3层16号

Diandoude Dim Sum 4/F, Greater China 
IFC, Shennan Dadao and Caitian Lu Inter-
change, Futian District (8321 9215) 福田区
深南大道和彩田路交汇处大中华IFC四楼

Jade Garden 22-31 L2/F, Yitian Holiday 
Plaza, 9028 Shennan Dadao, Nanshan Dis-
trict (8860 6228) 南山区深南大道9028号益田
假日广场L2楼22-31号

SICHUAN

Rong Yue 1) 468 4/F, MIXC, 1881, Bao'an 
Nan Lu, Luohu District (2221 6888) 2) L3/F, 
Yitian Holiday Plaza, 9028 Shennan Dadao, 
Nanshan District (8665 6877) 1) 罗湖区宝安
南路1881号华润万象城一期4层468号2) 南山区深
南大道9028号益田假日广场3层

Lan Ting 23/F, Hilton Shenzhen Futian, 
Tower B, Great China IFC, 1003 Shennan 
lu, Futian District (2130 8888) 福田区深南大
道1003号大中华国际金融中心B座大深圳中华希
尔顿酒店23楼

SHANGHAINESE

Crystal Jade La Mian Xiao Long Bao B1/F, 
KK MALL, 5016 Shennan Dong Lu, Futian 
District (2265 9183) 福田区深南东路5016号
KKMALL京基百纳空间B1层

Din Tai Fung 3/F, MixC, 1881, Bao'an Nan 
Lu, Luohu District (2598 2779) 罗湖区宝安南
路1881号华润万象城一期3层

Shanghai Min A-1F, OCT Bay, 13 Baishi 
Dong Lu, Nanshan District (4008209777) 
南山区白石路东13号欢乐海岸曲水湾A-1F 

ITALIAN

PAPI Italian Restaurant N702, 7/F, Ping 
An Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Lu, Futian 
District (8326 6833) 福田区益田路5033号平安
金融中心7楼N702号

Artisans 1/F, Block A, Poly Cultural Center, 
Houhaibin Lu, by Haide San Dao (8628 
7109) 南山区 保利文化广场A区40号店铺
 
Alla Torre #101, Area B, Sea World, 1128 
Wanghai Lu, Shekou, Nanshan District (2685 
1322) 南山区蛇口望海路1128号海上世界B区101

Blue Italian Seafood & Grill Restaurant 
3/F, The Venice Raytour Hotel Shenzhen, 
9026 Shennan Dadao, Nanshan District 
(2693 6888) 南山区深南大道9026号深圳威尼斯
睿途酒店3楼意大利餐厅

 Baia Restaurant Bar Grill B301, 
Bldg B, Zone B, Sea World Square, Shekou, 
Nanshan District (2681 8836) 南山区蛇口海
上世界广场B区3楼B301

La Terrazza 1/F, Grand Hyatt Shenzhen, 
1881 Baoan Nan Lu, by Jiabing Lu (2218 
7338) 罗湖区宝安南路1881号深圳君悦酒店

Paletto 2/F, The Ritz-Carlton, 116 Fuhua 
San Lu, Futian District (2222 2222) 福田区福
华三路116号深圳星河丽思卡尔顿酒店二层

 Oggi Trattoria Pizzeria 3-14 
Golden Century Lu, Phase 3, Coastal Rose 
Garden, Shekou, Nanshan District (2689 
0118) 南山区蛇口金世纪路南海玫瑰花园三期金
世纪路3-14号

PIZZA

Pizza Express Shop 568, 5/F, the MixC, 
1881 Bao'an Nan Lu, Luohu District (2215 
9036) 罗湖区宝安南路1881号万象城5楼568
号商铺

Kiwi Pizza 1) Shop B14, COCO Park, by 
Fuhua Lu (8329 2299) 2) 8 Outlets Minkang 
Lu, by Huanan Lu 3) B1, 138 Mintian Lu, by 
Fuhua Yi Lu 1) 福田区购物公园B1楼地铁商业街
B14铺 2)龙华新区奥特莱斯8号仓店 3) 福田区民田
路138号购物公园B1楼

Baia Da Marco Shop #28 Coastal Rose Gar-
den, Shekou, Nanshan District, shenzhen 
(2681 8849)  南山区蛇口街道望海路南海玫瑰花
园（二期）33—36裙楼28

NYPD New York Pizza Delivery 1) Shop 
26, HaichangJie, 1 Gongyuan Nan Lu (8887 
6973) 2) 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, by Zhongxin Si Lu 
(8887 6973) 1) 南山区公园南路1号海尚国际26
号铺 2)福田区福华一路中心城FL1015商铺

FRENCH

Belle-Vue Grill 37/F, Grand Hyatt Shen-
zhen, 1881 Bao'an Nan Lu, Luohu District 
(2218 7338) 罗湖区宝安南路1881号君悦酒
店37楼 
 
L’etoile Building A 302-303, Ecological 
PLAZA, OCT, Nanshan District (8166 8111)
南山区华侨城生态广场A 栋302-303

 La Maison Shop 108, Nanhai 
Rose Garden, 91 Wanghai Lu, Nanshan 
District (2685 7030) 南山区望海路91号南海玫
瑰花园108号

Taste Moment Restaurant 1st floor, Bldg 
1, Block A, 1979 Cultural and Creative Park, 
1011 Qiaoxiang Lu, Futian District (8255 
6173) 福田区侨香路1011号1979文化生活新领
域A区1栋1层

GERMAN

Haxnbauer 1) L1C-055B, 1/F, Coco Park, 
Fuhua San Lu, Futian District (8359 2080) 
2) L1-15, Raffles City, 2163 Nanhai Ave, 
Nanshan District (8652 6580) 1) 福田区福华
三路星河Coco Park一楼L1C-055B 2) 南山区南
海大道2163号福士广场L1-15 
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LISTINGSOPEN  DOOR

GRILLED AUSTRALIA WAGYU RIBEYE
Incoming From the Land Down Under
Located on the ground floor of Wongtee Plaza, Kenichi specializes in freshly 
delivered seafood, sushi, Japanese skewers and grilled steak, all presented 
creatively in their signature style. Meanwhile, their bar is stocked with whisky, 
wine, rum, gin, tequila and Japanese sake. And don’t even think of missing out 
on their Asia-inspired cocktails. Swing by Kenichi this March to make your day a 
little bit different. 

Kenichi Japanese Fusion Bistro, G23, Wongtee Plaza 福田区皇庭广场G23号铺 (2398 4996)

CLASSIFIEDS
JOBS OFFERED

CANTON GLOBAL ACADEMY (CGA) is 
an international school in Guangzhou 
operating the UK National Curriculum. 
It is part of the Canadian International 
Educational Organisation. Currently it has 
recruited students from Nursery (aged 3 
years) to Year 6 (aged 12 years) and the 
school is growing quickly. 
Required for January (or sooner)
Fully qualified and experienced Primary 
Years teachers. Preference will be given 
to applicants who have knowledge 
of and experience in teaching the UK 
National Curriculum Primary programme 
and to those who may have specialist 
qualifications for example in ESL, science 
and Music.
CGA OFFERS
*Initial two-year contract
*Competitive salary
*Annual flight allowance
*International Health insurance
*Benefits including accommodation 
allowance, end of contract bonus
Applicants should send a full CV listing two 
independent educational referees and a 
letter of application on/by 31 December to
Charles Chao, Chief Operations Officer, on 
charles.chao@cgagz.com 
from whom further information may be 
obtained.

Mobile Game company business 
development position.  
A NASDAQ-listed Shenzhen-based mobile 
game company. iDreamSky is looking for 
an expat for one business development 
position, native English speaker and fluent 
in Mandarin a must, well versed with 
mobile games or business negotiation 
experience a plus.  Responsible for 
looking for Western games suitable for 
the Chinese market and contacting the 
game developers. Our office is located in 
Nanshan district, Shenzhen. If interested, 
please send resume to Evan at evan.liang@
idreamsky.com.

MOVING & SHIPPING   

AGS Four Winds is a leading international 
moving company that offers a full range of 
relocation, moving and storage services. 
With our global network of over 300 
offices worldwide plus 40 years experience 
in the moving industry, we know your 
concerns and have the ability to serve you 
anywhere in the world.
We are FAIM & ISO 9001-2008 accredited, 
members of the FAIM and FIDI.
Contact us for FREE survey and quotation:
Tel: +8620 8363 3735/ +86 139 2277 1676
Email: manager.guangzhou@
agsfourwinds.com
Website: www.agsfourwinds.com

Bao'an District  宝安区松岗东方大道46号 (2986 
9888,  www.courtyardshenzhenbaoan.com)

HEALTH
Vista-SK International Medical Center Lvl 
4, Bldg 4C, Shenzhen Software Industry 
Base,Xuefu Lu, Nanshan District (3689 
9833) 南山区学府路软件产业基地4栋C座裙楼4层 
 
J&C Dental 4FG, China Economic Trade 
Building, No.8, Zizu Qilu, Futian District 
(13418536301) 福田区紫竹七道8号中国经贸
大厦4FG 

HarMoniCare Women & Children's Hospital 
12018 Shennan Dadao, by Nanshan Dadao 
(3339 1333) 深圳和美妇儿科医院  南山区深南大
道12018号

C-MER (Shenzhen) Dennis Lam Eye 
Hospital 1-2/F, Shengtang Bldg, 1 Tairan Jiu 
Lu, Chegongmiao, Futian District (4001 666 
120, 3322 7188) 福田区车公庙泰然九路一号
盛唐大厦1-2层 

IMC(International Medical Center)  
serves the local community and expatriates 
from all over the world. We are proud to 
provide private, personalized healthcare for 
each patient. Our experienced staff  from 
Hong Kong, Mainland China and overseas 
provide comprehensive medical services 
including general and specialty outpatient 
services, health assessments, inpatient 
services and more. Scan QR Code above 
for more info of  IMC. 深圳市福田区海园一路，
香港大学深圳医院国际医疗中心 International 
Medical Centre，The University of Hong Kong 
- Shenzhen Hospital, 1, Haiyuan 1st Road, 
Futian District, Shenzhen (8691 3388）

HAIR SALONS
Shang Hair B2S-001, Coco Park, Fuhua San 
Lu, Futian District (8887 9899)福田区福华三
路星河Coco Park商场负二楼B2S-001

Toni & Guy 1) S248, The MIXC Shenzhen, 
Luohu District (2290 9505) 2) 103, Section 

C, Sea World, Wanghai Lu, by Xinghua Lu, 
Shekou, Nanshan District (2290 9521) 1) 罗
湖区宝安南路1881号万象城S248商铺 2) 南山区
蛇口望海路海上世界C区103店

 
 BUSINESS

China-Italy Chamber of Commerce 
Rm220, 2/F, International Chamber Of  
Commerce, Fuhua San Lu, Futian District 
(Tel: 8632 9518; fax: 8632 9528). www.
cameraitacina.com `
福田区福华三路国际商会中心 2 楼 220 室

European Union Chamber of Commerce 
Rm 308, 3/F Overseas Chinese Scholars 
Venture Building, southern section of  High-
Tech Industrial Park, Nanshan District (Tel: 
8635 0920; fax: 8632 9785). 
南山高新科技园南区留学生创业大厦 3 楼 308 室

French Chamber of Commerce in South 
China (CCIFC) Room 318, 3/F Chinese 
Overseas Scholars Venture Building,South 
section of  Hi-tech Industry Park, Nanshan 
District (Tel: 8632 9602; fax: 8632 9736) 
www.ccifc.org 南山区科技园南区留学生创业大
厦3楼318室 
 
German Chamber of Commerce  
Room 4A-11, Zone C, Zhong Ke Nano Build-
ing Yuexing Liu Lu, Nanshan District (8635 
0487) www.china.ahk.de 中国深圳市南山区粤
兴六道中科纳能大厦C区4A - 11
 
The American Chamber of Commerce in 
South China Rm 208, 2/F Overseas Chinese 
Scholars Venture Building, southern sec-
tion of  High-Tech Industrial Park, Nanshan 
District (Tel: 2658 8342; fax: 2658 8341). 
www.amcham-southchina.org 

The British Chamber of Commerce, Shen-
zhen Sub-Chamber Rm 314, 3/F Overseas 
Chinese Scholars Venture Building, southern 
section of  High-Tech Industrial Park, Nan-
shan District (2658 8350). 深圳市南山区高新
科技园南区留学生创业大厦3楼314室 
 
Morefoods No1,1F,Building A ,OCEAN 
city Garden,Shekou New Street, Nanshan 
District,shenzhen  (8827 9078) 深圳市南山区
蛇口新街澳城花园A栋一楼1号铺  
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MARCH

What’s that? A new moon in Aries? Big 
changes are just around the corner and 
this is your month to take advantage 
of new opportunities. Be sure to hang 
a New Year’s pig on every available 
entryway.

Pisces
2.20~3.20

Venus is on the move, or something 
like that, and your life (and VPN) may 
feel a bit unstable this month. Use 
your Shenzhen subway elbows to get 
back on top of everything.

Taurus
4.21~5.21

You had a great CNY, but now the 
office is a mess. Plenty of work for the 
persevering Cancer, wahoo! Now is 
definitely the time to have a chat with 
your laoban  and ask for a raise. You 
might not get it, but hey, at least you 
tried.

Gemini
5.22~6.21

It’s your time to finally shine! With 
Mercury officially in your zone, your 
love life is about to turn around. Get 
back on Tantan and watch the likes 
pile up. Giggity, giggity.

Aquarius
1.21~2.19

Some big changes in your life this 
m o n t h  w i l l  l e a d  t o  a  n e w f o u n d 
confidence and countless new friends. 
Go with it and make big leaps – HSK 6 
anyone?

Cancer
6.22~7.22

The prophecy from the stars does not 
augur well for you this month. While 
it might feel like you’re trapped under 
a mountain of Mobikes (er, Meituan 
Bikes?) at work, there’s always a light 
at the end of the tunnel... Maybe.

Aries
3.21~4.20

A decidedly boozy February has left 
you weary. This is, of course, because 
Mercury is in retrograde and not at all 
your fault. Drink plenty of hot water 
and feel your March get healthier.

Leo
7.23~8.23

If you can successfully avoid doing 
anything in groups of four this month, 
there’s an interesting new person on 
their way into your life. Make a trip 
to B.Park to try their baijiu cocktails. 
You’ll probably meet them there.

Capricorn
12.22~1.20

Horoscopes
Finally, a horoscope that understands your life in Shenzhen. 

BY DOMINIC NGAI

That’s 

Shenzhen

You are finally in for an anxiety-free 
month! To ensure this you should drink 
less tequila and drink more auspicious 
whiskey.

Virgo
8.24~9.23

You must have been eating nothing 
but dumplings because your chart’s 
full of luck! Disappearing Didi queues? 
Empty subway cars during rush hour? 
All in your future.

Libra
9.24~10.23

A f te r  a  m o n t h  o f  t rave l  a n d  n e w 
experiences, you can at last breathe 
in that sweet smog. Now is the time 
to reconnect with old friends and try 
new things locally. Why not take a 
deserving pal or five to a new bar like 
Imperial Inn (page 56)?

Scorpio
10.24~11.22

A period of transition is coming. It’s 
t ime to take stock of your recent 
choices and make more wise decisions 
in this important time. I mean, did you 
really just tip the driver of that black 
cab?

Sagittarius
11.23~12.21
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OPEN 
HOUSE 

APPLICATION DEADLINE 
MARCH 15, 2019

FIRST CONTINUUM IB WORLD SCHOOL IN SHENZHEN, CHINA 
The International School of Nanshan Shenzhen

https://isns.openapply.cn
[w] www.isnsz.com

[e] admissions@isnsz.com
[t] +86-2666-1000

APPLY NOW!

SCHOLARSHIPS

FULL
RIDE

Offering up to  

FOR GRADES 11 & 12

FIVE IB DP

MYPGRADES 6 - 10
FRIDAY, MARCH 22
9:30 AM - 12:00 PM

UPPER
PYP GRADES 3 - 5
FRIDAY, MARCH 15
9:30 AM - 12:00 PM

REGISTER NOW!
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