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FEBRUARY  2019Editor’s Note

Hourly updates on news, 
current affairs and general 
weirdness from around the 

PRD and China.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

facebook.com/ThatsGuangzhou 

twitter.com/ThatsGuangzhou

youtube.com/thatsonline

#THATSGUANGZHOU

A year and a half ago, I was married in Nanjing, a beautiful and impressively clean city that 

serves as the capital of Jiangsu province. While there, my wife, daughter and myself visited 

the Nanjing Massacre memorial, a site paying tribute to the 300,000 people that were killed 

by Imperial Japanese troops in 1937 and 1938. It’s both a deeply disturbing and moving place, 

and I left Nanjing with a newfound respect for China’s elder generations and the horrors they 

endured at the hands of an invading army. 

This month, Cameron Hack and the That’s Beijing team dive into the extraordinarily 

difficult times endured by a group of elderly Chinese folks, among them: survivors of Japanese 

atrocities committed during China’s war of resistance against Japan and women forced to bind 

their feet to secure a husband. It’s sobering stuff, and you can read their fascinating stories on 

pages 36-45.

In our City section, I chat with Zhang Yue, the only PRC national to participate in the 2018 

Mongol Rally. Zhang can only be described as a rad woman, and she’s seen more of the world at 

age 34 than most people do in their entire life. Meet her on page 12. 

In the second half of the magazine, in our F&B section, we take a look at Guangdong’s 

developing coffee farming industry. If you didn’t know that coffee is grown in Guangdong, 

you’re not alone: I too was surprised to learn about the province’s coffee farms (but now that 

the That’s PRD team has visited them, I can confirm they are very real). Read all about South 

China’s caffeine come-up on page 50.

I’ll wrap this up by wishing everyone a safe and joyous Spring Festival. And, from the whole 

That’s PRD squad, we hope you have a prosperous Year of the Pig!

Matthew Bossons
 Editor-in-Chief 
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Clinic Services

Suite2202-2203, Kingold Century, No.62 Jinsui Rd, Zhujiang New Town, Guangzhou, China
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TALES OF THE CITY

TOMB RAIDER
Ancient Graves Unearthed Beneath a Guangzhou University

By Tristin Zhang and Matthew Bossons

C ue the Indiana Jones theme, because 
some real old stuff was recently 
unearthed in South China. A number 

of ancient tombs dating back to as early 
as the Eastern Han Dynasty were recently 
discovered on the grounds of Guangzhou’s 
Sun Yat-sen University. The burial chambers 
were unearthed during the construction of 
a new canteen at the university’s southern 
campus, which is located in Haizhu District. 

On January 6, Sun Yat-sen University 
officially confirmed the archeological find 
and reported to the Guangzhou Municipal 
Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology. 

Among the discoveries found buried at 
Sun Yat-sen University were graves dating 
back to the Eastern Han Dynasty, as well 
as the later Qing Dynasty. Pottery shards 
were also discovered in the burial sites, in 
addition to wells constructed during the 
Tang Dynasty. All of the aforementioned 
sites have been verified by the Guangzhou 

Municipal Institute of Cultural Relics and 
Archaeology. 

This isn’t the first time ancient relics 
have been unearthed at the southern 
campus of the university, which is located 
between the south bank of the Pearl River 
and Xin’gang Xi Lu in Haizhu District. In 
1950, stone artifacts dated to the prehistoric 
period were discovered, while ancient 
tombs have been excavated since the 1960s, 
as reported by Southern Metropolis Daily. 

Once the capital of the ancient Nanyue 
Kingdom, which flourished almost 2,000 
years ago in what is now northern Vietnam, 
Yunnan, Guangxi and Guangdong provinces, 
Guangzhou has played a vital role in the field 
of Chinese archaeology. One of the city’s 
more notable discoveries is the Mausoleum 
of the Nanyue King, which was unearthed 
in Yuexiu District back in 1983 and has 
been hailed as one of the most significant 
archaeological discoveries in China.

Back in 2016, a treasure trove of 
archeological artifacts, spread over 25 
tombs spanning from the Shang Dynasty 
(1600-1046 BC) to the Ming Dynasty (1368-
1644), were discovered in Zengcheng 
Economic and Technological Development 
District’s Xintang county, in Guangzhou. 
Relics found at the site, which covers 66,000 
square meters, include jade rings, a copper 
bowl, a chicken-spout pot, dishes and small 
cups from the Jin and Southern dynasties. In 
addition, sacrificial stone tomahawks from 
the Shang Dynasty were located, which may 
indicate that the individuals buried there 
were of military importance. 

If you find Guangzhou’s ancient history 
as fascinating as we do, we strongly 
encourage you to visit Guangzhou Museum 
in Yuexiu Park to learn more. The facility 
has a number of ancient treasures from 
Guangzhou’s distant past – including 
artifacts excavated in Panyu District.
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THE BUZZ

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

DON’T YOU KNOW WHO I AM?

Play Button Haircut Guy

RANDOM NUMBER

2,500 kilometers 
That’s the diameter of the South Pole–
Aitken basin on the moon’s far side, 
the site where the Chang’e-4 probe 
successfully landed last month. The 
exploratory vehicle was built by the 
China National Space Administration 
(CNSA) and made history on January 
3 when it became the first man-made 
object to touch down on the far side of 
the moon.   

While other space exploration 
vehicles have previously photographed 
the far side of the lunar surface, 
Chang’e-4 is the first to make a land-
ing. According to NASA, the South 
Pole–Aitken basin is “the largest and 
oldest recognized impact basin on the 
moon.” 

The craft’s mission is to collect 
meticulous measurements of the 
mineral composition and topography 
in the Aitken basin and shed light on 
how and when the moon was formed. 

A Chinese man became an overnight 
internet sensation after pictures of his 
‘fresh’ haircut went viral on Weibo last 
month. His new hairdo features a tri-
angular shaved patch on the right side 
of his head, the result of showing his 
barber a paused video of the look he 
wanted. (Those pesky play icons!). 
Pictures of the aftermath attracted 
tens of thousands of likes and com-
ments online, with netizens praising 
the barber’s dedication to following 
instructions. Some even declared the 
look a hairstyle trend for the upcom-
ing year. Late Night with Seth Meyers 
also picked up the story and featured 
it on a segment of the show. 

“Randomly, I am in China”
… so wrote Grimes on Twitter after arriving in the Middle Kingdom 
last month. The Canadian pop singer also asked her followers for 
recommendations of things to do in Beijing and Shanghai. Her trip 
‘randomly’ coincided with ex-boyfriend Elon Musk’s visit to break 
ground on Tesla’s new Gigafactory in Shanghai on January 7, and 
the two were later spotted together at a hot pot restaurant in the 
capital. 
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Malisu / mǎ lì sū / 玛丽苏  noun. someone who 
thinks they are perfect, or pretends to be per-
fect or powerful because they wish to

My dad says he never feels safe abroad 
because he is the country’s most prized spy 
in history. 

Yes, but he said that is only 
because he is a double agent. 

Your dad is the oldest 
Malisu I know. 

But you guys just took a vacation to 
Italy. Did he feel safe there? 

As your friend who’s getting an Master of 
Fine Arts (MFA) can tell you, Mary Sue is a 
trope in literary fiction, referring to a char-
acter so idealized and perfect that it can 
only be out of the author’s imagination or 
straight up self-insert instead of real life. 
(Your friend who’s onto his second MFA can 
tell you that there are tests you can take 
to avoid having a Mary Sue in your novel). 
These characters are often wounded but 
charming, intriguingly good-looking and 
always have the best witty comebacks. Mary 
Sue is the literary wish fulfillment of the 
author.  

But life in China is stranger than fic-
tion. It turns out that the many members of 
China’s youth believe they live in a novel or 
film where they are either the main char-
acter or the best character in an ensemble 
cast. (They did all grow up watching TV 
shows that have easily up to 300 episodes, 
after all). This happens so often that Malisu, 
the phonetic translation of Mary Sue, is used 
to describe them. And those moments in life 
where they do have the perfect witty come-
back or managed to be interesting are called 
Malisu moments, which only serve to prove 

to a Malisu that they are right. 
A Malisu can be a girl who, despite hav-

ing never talked to the most popular boy in 
class, believes that the boy is secretly in love 
with her. A Malisu can be a guy who works a 
boring nine-to-five job but believes that he is 
actually the world’s most able spy. A Malisu 
is someone who is convinced that they are 
secretly the king or queen of a kingdom and 
living a life undercover. Or someone who 
believes that one day they really will finally 
find out what their superpowers are. Or 
someone who is sure they used to be the 
leader of a secret order of samurais before 
getting amnesia. 

Honestly, who doesn’t fantasize about 
finding a ring one day and ruling the world, 
or getting bitten by a spider and fighting 
crime (while getting rid of your annoying 
parents)? But it might not be the healthi-
est thing to live your entire life as if you are 
a fictional character, kids. Maybe growing 
up is all about getting your head out of the 
clouds and bringing those feet back onto the 
ground.  Mia Li

玛丽苏
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Meet the Only PRC National in the  
2018 Mongol Rally 
By Matthew Bossons

ON THE 
MONGOL
TRAIL
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          Be ready to overcome 
any unpredictable 

physical and mental 
obstacles... and get your 
papers sorted properly 

beforehand

The Mongol Rally is about as different 
from The Amazing Race as you can pos-
sibly imagine. While both involve exot-

ic destinations and overland travel, the latter, 
for the unaware, is a shitty reality show. The 
legendary Mongol Rally, on the other hand, 
is a badass, unscripted and oft-dangerous 
journey across two continents. It’s cool, and 
it attracts a motley crew of adventurers and 
thrill seekers looking to have a rip-roaring 
good time, see the world and raise money for 
charity in the process.

The rally’s roots can be traced back 
to 2001, when Mongol Rally founder Tom 
Morgan was studying art in the Czech 
Republic. At that time, according to an in-
terview published in Wanderlust magazine, 
Morgan purchased a “crap little Fiat 126” and 
decided to drive to the “most stupid place” he 
could think of.

“Me and my mate Joolz decided on 
Mongolia and failed miserably. That was 
2001. After that I lived in Russia for a while 
and learnt Russian, not very well. I started 
developing the rally as an event, thinking it 
was something I could do in my spare time,” 
Morgan told Wanderlust. The inaugural 
Mongol Rally was officially held in 2004 and 
saw the involvement of four teams.

 Fourteen years later, in 2018, the size of 
the event was considerably larger. According 
to statistics published by The Adventurists, 
the official rally organizer, 332 teams made 
up of 905 people participated that year. 
Among them was Zhang Yue, a 34-year-old 
woman from Harbin, the capital of China’s 
Heilongjiang province. According to the 
organizer’s webpage, Zhang, whose English 
name is Samantha, was the only PRC national 
to participate in the 2018 rally.

At first glance, Zhang may not look like 
the rough and rowdy type commonly associ-
ated with the Mongol Rally, but behind her 
kind eyes and soft smile is an adventurous 
spirit. 
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Zhang’s journey to Ulan-Ude, the rally’s 
finish line near Russia’s Lake Baikal, began 
in autumn of 2017, when she was contacted 
by a friend, Markus Parkkonen, who was liv-
ing in Finland. Zhang and Parkkonen knew 
each other after living as roommates in 
Guangzhou, and he suggested they reconnect 
while driving well over 6,500 kilometers 
from Scandinavia to Siberia. While Zhang 
was admittedly keen on the idea, her job at 
the Australian Consulate in Guangzhou and 
the deposit on her apartment hung in the 
balance. These two things, above all else, fac-
tored into her decision on whether or not she 
should participate in the rally. 

“It’s not very easy to find a good job. Jobs 
are everywhere, but finding one that pays 
well and you’re passionate about isn’t easy,” 
Zhang tells us on a cold December afternoon, 
as she recounts her adventure over a glass of 
wine. “I also had to talk to my landlord be-
cause I still had six months left on my apart-
ment. I had to consider that I might not get 
my deposit back.”

It took her until mid-April to commit 
to the adventure, and several additional 
months to tie up the loose ends of her life 
in Guangzhou, where she’d lived for nine 
years. On July 6, 2018, Zhang boarded a plane 
bound for Helsinki, and a week later, Zhang 
and Parkkonen were on the road, cruising to-
wards Prague in a 1983 Suzuki LJ80. 

“It was a piece of shit,” says Zhang of the 
vehicle, which would end up breaking down 
over 30 times throughout the journey.

Once in the Czech Republic, the duo met 
up with the other participants in the 2018 
Mongol Rally for the event’s launch party on 
July 15. There were speeches, food and more 
than a few beers, and ralliers camped out 
in what Zhang describes as an abandoned 
amusement park. The following morning 
Zhang and Parkkonen, along with other 
teams, departed for Hungary. 

 She was all pumped up until they 
reached Budapest, and the adventurers wait-

ed six hours while a mechanic repaired their 
vehicle. Then, Zhang hit her first diplomatic 
snag at the Romanian border, where she was 
refused entry to the country due to her lack 
of a proper visa. 

“Oh my goodness, Romania pissed me 
off,” says Zhang. “They turned me away be-
cause I had a single-entry Schengen visa, 
but Romania is not part of the Schengen visa 
area, even though it is part of the European 
Union.” 

The issue forced Zhang and Parkkonen to 
detour to the nearest Hungarian town with 
a Romanian consulate. “The visa center was 
empty, so the consul general issued me the 
visa himself,” Zhang tells us. 

Up next for the duo was Turkey, a country 
that Zhang recalls fondly for its scrumptious 
cuisine and friendly folks, whom she de-
scribes as “very helpful.” 

“Our car broke down again on the uphill 
section of a mountain road and we were 
stuck there for a couple of hours. We were 
hoping someone would pass by and be able 
to help us, and eventually a middle-aged 
man driving something similar to a trac-
tor stopped and helped us figure out the 
problem,” says Zhang. “It was the oil filter. 
Eventually our car started and we were able 
to drive for two hours to a service station.” 

From Turkey, the duo traveled to Georgia 
– where they had to deal with stray dogs 
and scavengers – and then to Azerbaijan. 
Parkkonen drove through Turkmenistan, 
but, unfortunately for Zhang, she was un-
able to secure a visa to enter and was forced 
to fly from Azerbaijan to Uzbekistan. Zhang 
waited a week for her travel buddy to arrive 
in Uzbekistan, which, interestingly enough, 
is one of the world’s only two doubly land-
locked countries (with the other being 
Liechtenstein). 

“Eventually we met in Uzbekistan, and 
he arrived with an Irish team and one other 
team,” says Zhang. Together, the ralliers drove 
to see one of the greatest environmental ca-
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tastrophes of the modern age: the Aral Sea. 
Over the past five decades, it has trans-

formed from the world’s fourth largest lake 
into a vast desert dotted with smaller bod-
ies of water. The Aral Sea’s disappearing act 
is the result of river diversions for poorly 
thought-out agricultural projects undertaken 
by the Soviet Union, and has been dubbed 
“one of the worst environmental disasters of 
the world” by former UN Secretary General 
Ban Ki-Moon.

“It was amazing but sad,” says Zhang of 
the barren landscape that’s replaced the lake. 
“What have we done to nature? It only took 
us 50 years and now the lake is gone.” 

The ralliers spent two hours exploring 
the area from the Uzbek side (the lake – or 
what’s left of it – also crosses the border 
into Kazakhstan), before piling back into 
their Suzuki and driving to the ancient Silk 
Road city of Bukhara. And from there, Zhang 
and Parkkonen beelined it for Tajikistan, 
where the duo cruised the legendary Pamir 
Highway, which follows the Pamir Mountains 
through Afghanistan, Uzebekistan, Tajikistan 
and Kyrgyzstan. 

“We drove along the Afghanistan bor-
der and got very close to China near Lake 
Karakul,” says Zhang, adding that the snowy 
scenery was “stunning.” 

Unfortunately for Zhang, all good jour-
neys demand hardship of some type, and 
while driving through Kyrgyzstan she got a 
double dose. 

“When we crossed from Tajikistan into 
Kyrgyzstan, I started to feel cold and came 
down with a fever (possibly due to a spoiled 
sausage she’d eaten earlier). Then, three or 
four hours after crossing the border, we ran 
into a landslide that had blocked the road,” 
Zhang tells us. “The authorities did a pretty 
good job of removing the rocks, but while we 
were waiting, I was shivering and didn’t even 
want to talk. When we arrived at our hostel, I 

stayed in bed for two days.” 
With the ‘Land of the Mongols,’ and 

the finish line in Ulan-Ude, drawing ever 
nearer, Zhang and Parkkonen again parted 
ways due to visa issues, with Zhang flying 
to Novosibirsk, in Siberian Russia, to wait 
for Parkkonen as he drove the LJ80 across 
Kazakhstan.

Russia left a lasting impression on 
Zhang. “I love it. Although we don’t speak 
the same language, everyone [in Russia] is 
willing to help you, or you can tell they are 
willing to try.”

Parkkonen pulled into Novosibirsk, 
which is the third largest city in the 
Russian Federation after Moscow and St. 
Petersburg, four or five days after Zhang ar-
rived. From there, the road lead to Irkutsk 
and Lake Baikal, the world’s deepest lake 
and largest body of freshwater by volume. 
Opposite Irkutsk, on the eastern side of 
Lake Baikal, the duo pulled into Ulan-Ude, 
the rally’s endpoint, on August 22. (Ulan-
Ude is located in Siberia, just over 580 
kilometers north of Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, 
which was the rally’s former finish line, 
before 2015.) 

When asked what advice she’d offer 
to other folks looking to participate in the 
rally, Zhang had this to say: “Get your mind-
set in the right place, be ready to overcome 
any unpredictable physical and mental 
obstacles and face the challenges. Also, get 
your papers sorted properly beforehand, 
and lastly, enjoy the trip.” 

F E A T U R E  |  C I T Y
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MARIE AMIAND
Founder of Lu Ming Tang
Interview by Dominic Ngai

Originally from France, Marie Amiand has 
spent the past 18 years living and working in 
Shanghai and Hong Kong. After spending a 
few years at a leading cosmetics company, she 
decided to branch out on her own in 2012 and 
founded Lu Ming Tang, a skincare brand based 
on the healing properties of tea. We caught up 
with her to find out the inspiration behind the 
concept, the journey of taking her China-born 
brand overseas, and what the future holds for 
Lu Ming Tang. 

“People really appreciated that we have a lot of 
authentic stories around tea to share, as well as our 

expertise on tea science”

What was the inspiration behind Lu Ming 
Tang, and making skincare products with 
tea?

A few years ago, I was diagnosed with heavy 
metal poisoning as a result of long-term ex-
posure to city pollution. Together with treat-
ment, a doctor in Hong Kong recommended 
that I drink more green tea, and I learned 
that longjing has a very high concentration 
of polyphenol, which is one of the most pow-
erful antioxidants in nature. After a year of 
treatment and drinking tea, I regained my 
vitality and realized my skin quality was 
much better, too. So the story of Lu Ming Tang 
basically started as a result of my personal 
experience and background in the skincare 
industry.

What was the process of developing the Lu 
Ming Tang product line like? 

We worked with Hangzhou’s national re-
search center on tea and a leading Japanese 
lab to develop our products. Along with them, 
we developed the tea remedy complex based 
on the polyphenol of tea. It detoxifies and re-
vives the luminosity of the ‘urban skin,’ which 
suffers from constant stress, lack of sleep, as 
well as exposure to pollutants and blue lights 
– things that accelerate the process of aging.

What are some of your most popular 
products?

It depends on seasonality, but the bestsell-
ers include the Crème de Marie, a face 
moisturizer and radiance boost inspired by 
my breakfast recipe, featuring longjing tea, 
soymilk, red berries and hawthorn. Another 

one is the Miraculous Detox Paste that is used 
as a face mask, another nutritious formula 
that came from a tea recipe, which calls for 
five black ingredients: pu’er tea, black rice, 
sesame seeds, jujube and bamboo charcoal. 
Finally, our Jasmine Bliss and Rose Bliss lip 
balm made from silver needle white tea are 
also very popular. To be honest, it’s an ex-
tremely expensive product for us to produce, 
and it comes at a very affordable price. It’s a 
good embodiment of our values, because we 
see ourselves as an affordable, approachable 
form of luxury, and I think that’s what daily 
skincare rituals should be. 

Do you have a favorite tea to drink? 

I’m all about longjing. Besides its high levels 
of polyphenol, I also love the taste. If you 
go for ones harvested in the spring before 
Qingming, you can really taste these won-
derful nutty, toasty notes. Making yourself a 
proper tea and taking a few minutes of your 
day just for yourself during a busy day is 

something that we all need.

Are there any new initiatives for the brand 
in 2019?

Last summer, Lu Ming Tang launched in 
Singapore at one of the biggest department 
stores there, and we have a counter on the 
first floor alongside many luxury brands.  
We’re already available in some in-flight 
magazines, so we’re going to continue to 
grow internationally. This year, we’re going 
to reinforce the Singapore market and we’re 
also launching in Hong Kong too. 

How has the feedback been so far in 
Singapore?

It’s been very positive because the tea story 
and tea skincare products resonate. People 
really appreciated that we have a lot of au-
thentic stories around tea to share, as well 
as our expertise on tea science, which is very 
unique to Lu Ming Tang. 

Find out more at lumingtang.com.cn
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STYLE RADAR
COVET

Timberland’s 
‘Geometric Flower’ 
Collection
Teaming up with Hong Kong-based tat-
too artist Jimmy Yuen, Timberland is re-
leasing a special collection of their clas-
sic boots, sweaters, T-shirts and jackets 
just in time for Chinese New Year. All 
items feature Yuen’s mandala prints, 
an auspicious plant for the holiday. The 
most festive items of the collection are 
the new, the classic six-inch boots (avail-
able in brown and black), where the 
designers opted for a bright red color for 
the boot collars. You’ll find these items 
at Timberland outlets across China, as 
well as on its Tmall page. 

> timberland.com

COVET

LEGO Celebrates 
Chinese New Year
LEGO has been releasing special sets 
featuring different Chinese zodiac ani-
mals for a few years now, but for 2019, 
they’ve stepped up their game with two 

much more intricate designs. The Chinese 
New Year’s Eve Dinner set 

(RMB699) features a family of six 
enjoying a spread of auspicious dishes on a round table. 

Meanwhile, the Dragon Dance set (RMB599) sees four 
dancers and an additional performer dressed as a 

pig – the zodiac animal of the year – and a mechani-
cal crank that allows the dragon to move up and 
down. Both sets are available at LEGO shops across 
the Asia-Pacific region, as well as the brand’s online 
stores on Tmall, JD.com and Amazon.cn.

 > lego.com  

OVERHEARD

“Is this a horror 
film poster?”
… So asked a perplexed 
Weibo user when she saw 
Burberry’s 2019 Chinese 
New Year ad campaign. 
The British luxury label’s 
attempt to honor China’s 
biggest holiday with a 
series of photos featuring 
A-listers Zhao Wei and 
Zhou Dongyu donning the 
brand’s newest products 
has essentially backfired. 
Many criticized the family portrait-style images, which looked like “a bunch of fu’erdai’s plotting 
to assassinate grandma and steal her family fortune,” according to one commenter on Weibo. 
Days after the initial release, the brand replaced the controversial group shot on their website 
and various Chinese social media platforms with less creepy photos from the same shoot.

> burberry.cn
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How to get there:
From Guangzhou: 
Take a coach (about 4-4.5 
hours) from Tianhe Coach 
Terminal (8.25am; RMB105), 
Luochongwei Bus Terminal 
(7.15am, 7.45am, 9am; 
RMB95) or Guangzhou 
Provincial Coach Terminal 
(8.10am; RMB90) to Liannan 
county. From there, take a 
Didi (RMB90) to Nangang Yao 
Village (南岗千年瑶寨). For 
the return trip, it’s recom-
mended to take a bus from 
Liannan Coach Terminal (9am, 
9.20am, 11.30am, 12.30pm, 
2.30pm, 2.45pm; RMB80) back 
to Guangzhou. Ask your hostel 
to help you contact a driver, 
who will take you to the foot of 
the mountain where you can 
catch a bus (40 minutes) to 
Liannan county.

From Shenzhen:
Take a coach at Futian Coach 
Terminal (7.40am; RMB176) 
to Liannan county. From 
there, take a Didi to the village 
(RMB90). 

It’s 7am on a misty morn-
ing in rural Qingyuan when 
we’re awoken by roosters 

crowing and dogs barking. With 
the mercury hovering at around 
5 degrees Celsius, it’s difficult 
to drag ourselves from our cozy 
bed and harder yet to venture 
outside the warm confines of 
our cozy rental cottage. With a 
cup of hot English tea in hand, 
we make our way outside onto 
the cabin’s tiny patio to gaze 
at the mysterious and visually 
stunning karst peaks that sur-
round the mountainside settle-
ment of Nangang Yao Village.   

The Yao people have been 
dwelling in the mountains of 
northern Guangdong for over 
1,000 years, having first inhab-
ited the area during the Song 
Dynasty, which ruled the Middle 
Kingdom from 960 to 1,279. 
Throughout the Yao’s history, 
they have fought against the 
suppressive armies of Chinese 
monarchs, using the mountains 
as key vantage points. 

lage is brought to life by ethnic 
dance and drum performances, 
entertainment for tourists. It all 
takes place on a square near the 
village entrance, and is followed 
by the broadcasting of Cantopop 
tunes. This, for some visitors, 
succeeds in ruining the village’s 
distinct ambiance. 

An ancient temple overlooks 
the village, enshrining Pangu, a 
Chinese mythological figure who 
is believed to be the protector 
of the Yao people. Local festivi-
ties transpire on the third day of 
March, the fourth day of April and 
the seventh day of July, according 
to a local restaurant owner. Go 
during marriage or burial cer-
emonies, and you’ll also find the 
village bustling with activity. 

Nangang Yao Village is lo-
cated 27 kilometers southwest 
of Liannan county in Qingyuan, 
and is not easy to access by 
public transportation. As a tour-
ist attraction, it charges visitors 
RMB98 for entry to the site. TZ

DAYTRIPPER

Nangang Yao Village

We venture out into the 
village, climbing moss-covered 
staircases and wandering along 
stone-paved lanes past hawkers 
selling smoked pork, duck and 
chicken. Mules saunter around, 
packed with bags of sand and 
cement, and we can easily visu-
alize what the day-to-day grind 
here looked like before the area 
became a AAAA tourist attrac-
tion back in 2004.

In more recent times, the 
mountainside village’s brick and 
wooden homes have been trans-
formed into basic hotels by en-
terprising locals, most of whom 
live at the foot of the mountain. 
It’s recommended to book a 
room in advance if you decide to 
visit during the holidays.

Restaurants serve up delec-
table dishes with homegrown 
vegetables and meat, and gift 
shops offer dainties from the 
mountains – mushrooms, chry-
santhemums, ginger and more, 
as well as satchels boasting Yao 
ethnic patterns.  

At 10am and 4pm, the vil-
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10 Chic Pig-themed Items for CNY 
Compiled by Dominic Ngai

‘Red’ used to be the only 
dress code for Chinese 
New Year, but with fashion 
labels around the world 
putting their creative 
spins on festive apparel 
and accessories, there are 
so many ways to celebrate 
the holiday without 
looking like a life-sized 
hongbao. Here are some of 
our favorites.

Louis Vuitton
Women’s scarf 
RMB2,750, louisvuitton.cn

Coach
Chinese New Year tote bag 
RMB1,900, china.coach.com
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Moschino
Women’s hoodie 
RMB5,460, farfetch.cn

DSQUARED2
Men’s hoodie 
RMB4,130, farfetch.cn

MCM
Keychain 
RMB1,831, farfetch.cn

Swatch
‘Gem of New Year’ 
wristwatch 
RMB690, swatch.cn

Vetements
Chinese zodiac t-shirt 
RMB1,710, ssense.com

Gucci
Women’s knit hat 
RMB2,300, gucci.cn

Paul Smith
Men’s leather wallet 
RMB1,710, paulsmith.com/asia

Swarovski
Women’s gold bracelet 
RMB1,190, swarovski.com.cn
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Translating Chinese Cuisine to a Cheese-loving 
Nation Comes at a High Price
By Dominic Ngai
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Regardless of what you think about the 
city, most people who have visited 
Zurich, Switzerland will agree on one 
thing: it’s very expensive. On indices 

that compare the prices of Starbucks grande 
lattes (CHF6.80, or RMB46) and McDonald’s 
Big Mac sandwich (CHF6.50, or RMB44) 
across the globe, Switzerland almost always 
comes out on top. 

If you think going for dumplings or 
Chinese noodle soups would be a more eco-
nomical choice, think again. As a frequent visi-
tor to the Swiss financial capital, and someone 
who is not a big fan of cheese and cold-cuts, I 
started to look for dining alternatives to the lo-
cal staples on recent trips. While searching for 
the flavors of home, I encountered what were 

probably the most expensive baskets of xiao-
longbao (CHF16, or RMB108 for five pieces), 
and bowls of hongshao beef noodles (CHF25, 
or RMB170) I’ve ever seen. Simply put, dining 
out in any capacity here is a luxury.

For many North Americans who grew up 
watching sitcoms like Friends and Big Bang 
Theory, the first impressions of ‘Chinese food’ 
tend to be cheap, Americanized dishes like 
sweet-and-sour pork or General Tso’s chick-
en, served in white oyster pail boxes and best 
enjoyed during a movie or board game night 
at home. These dishes, as we know, almost 
never appear in the menus of restaurants on 
the Chinese mainland. 

In Switzerland, a country that’s predomi-
nantly white with a miniscule Chinese popu-

lation, the general understanding of Chinese 
cuisine among locals is also lacking. (Note: 
According to a 2017 government census, only 
0.2 percent of Switzerland’s permanent resi-
dents are from the PRC). 

Growing up in a small town just outside 
of Zurich, writer Sandra Bachmann has been 
visiting Chinese restaurants with her fam-
ily since she was a kid (in the early 1990s). 
“Back then, Chinese restaurants mostly 
served Cantonese cuisine, probably because 
most of these places were run by immigrants 
from Hong Kong or Guangdong. What’s also 
interesting is that they would often also serve 
sushi, Thai curry and other Asian dishes as 
well.”
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Some diners were 
stunned when they saw 
the Sichuan chicken. To 

them, the mala flavor 
was like an electric 

shock

Some 25 years later, this ‘kitchen sink’ 
strategy in menu planning is still commonly 
adopted. Walking down Langstrasse today, a 
street filled with a colorful mix of restaurants 
serving cuisines as diverse as a hotel buf-
fet spread, you will find venues that declare 
themselves categorically as ‘Asian restau-
rants’ (many are run by Chinese operators). 
Inside, an overwhelming menu that reads like 
an encyclopedia of every single Asian dish 
under the sky awaits. 

“I’ve actually spoken to some of these 
restaurants and encouraged them to become 
more focused on just Chinese food. Though 
many of them believe [having every Asian 
cuisine under one roof] is what Swiss cus-
tomers want. They’re afraid that if they stop 
serving other Asian dishes, their customers 
will be disappointed,” she tells me.

In 2016, Bachmann – a University of 
Zurich graduate who studied political science 
and Chinese language and literature – found-
ed the Zurich Chinatown website, a virtual 
space where her team curates restaurant 
listings, events calendar and pretty much eve-
rything related to Chinese culture happening 
around town. Since then, they’ve managed 
to rack up a loyal following among foodies of 
all nationalities and the city’s small Chinese 
community. (Note: Zurich itself does not have 
a physical Chinatown.) 

Contrary to the beliefs of the aforemen-
tioned restaurateurs, however, Bachmann no-
ticed that in the past few years, an increasing 
number of new eateries have started to drill 
down on the specifics of different regional 
Chinese cuisines (Sichuan and Dongbei) or 
dishes (baozi, hot pot, dumplings and noo-

dles). This is a movement that has also been 
happening in world capitals like New York 
and London over the past decade or so. In 
2017, New York Times food critic Pete Wells 
named a Yunnan and a Sichuan restaurant 
among his 10 favorite openings of the year, 
while a Hunan-style noodle joint in the East 
Village also became one of his top picks in 
2018. Lesser-known regional cuisines are 
beginning to steal the limelight from their 
Cantonese and Shanghainese cousins.

Among Zurich’s new wave of entrants are 
Lucky Dumpling and Lucky Noodle, a pair of 
restaurants opened by Angel Liu in 2016 and 
2017, each focusing on their namesake dish-
es, all made from scratch with local ingredi-
ents and no additives. The Anhui native and 
longtime F&B entrepreneur, who moved to 
Zurich with her British husband about seven 
years ago, admits she struggled with translat-
ing some of her favorite home-style Chinese 
dishes to Swiss diners in the beginning. 

“At first, some diners were stunned when 
they saw the Sichuan chicken (laziji).  To 
them, the mala flavor was like an electric 
shock… there were also many customers who 
kept asking for curries,” Liu says, recalling 
the frustrating early days of Lucky Dumpling. 
Many locals, she says, think that Chinese 
food is just Thai curry and sweet-and-sour 
chicken. But instead of caving in completely 
to those demands like others have, Liu has 
figured out ways to adapt to the local market 
without diluting her devotion to sticking to a 
purely Chinese menu. 

Concessions include making adaptations 
to the recipes of certain dishes, although 
the road to reaching a balance is an ongoing 
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trial-and-error process. In dishes like ‘twice-
cooked pork’ (huiguorou), pork neck is used 
as a substitute for pork belly to cater to the 
locals’ aversion to fatty cuts of meat. 

Similar to Sichuan chicken, the shuizhu 
beef is also a tough sell to many locals. “You 
have to be very careful about the amount of 
spice used, and allow customers to choose 
how spicy they want it. We actually use two 
kinds of chili peppers – a local variety (more 
mild) and the ones from Sichuan – depending 
on who we’re serving,” Liu explains, adding 
that the amount of oil must also be reduced. 
While they aren’t to everyone’s taste, these 
dishes still remain as staples of the menus of 
Liu’s restaurants as her argument to the gen-
eral misconception of Chinese cuisine. 

Going back to the issue of pricing, both 
Liu and Bachmann believe that while Chinese 
food in Zurich is often several times more 
expensive than what you’d pay back in China, 
they’re in line with the general cost of dining 

out, which is relatively standard consider-
ing the average wages earned in Switzerland 
are also much higher. “Dishes like handmade 
dumplings and noodles are very labor in-
tensive, and people are willing to pay more 
for it, especially if they are good,” Zurich 
Chinatown’s Bachmann adds. 

Many Chinese restaurants in Zurich, she 
notes, often have a ‘special menu’ (written in 
Chinese instead of the standard German and/
or English) available upon request for their 
Chinese guests and others whose palates are 
ready for a next-level challenge. These menus 
are usually where Bachmann would uncover 
all the hidden gems. 

At Lucky Noodles, for instance, the 
Sichuan chicken not only features a customiz-
able level of spice, there would also be the op-
tions of using the deboned meat from the leg 
or the whole chicken, which is more flavorful 
but only popular among Asian guests who are 
used to picking out the bones themselves. 

“It takes a long time,” Liu admits, “to 
change the perception of what real Chinese 
cuisine is. It’s not just supposed to be fast and 
cheap, you know? There’s definitely a market 
for more upscale options in a city like Zurich.”

During our visit at a busy weekday lunch 
shift, Lucky Noodle was packed with diners 
of all colors. A group of Caucasian diners 
nearby were served what looked like bowls 
of dandan noodles topped with heaps of chili 
oil. Unfazed by the sight of the red-colored 
dishes, they began digging in with pretty de-
cent chopsticks skills. 

“We’re pretty proud of what we’re do-
ing,” Liu reaffirms. “We obviously can’t make 
100 percent of people who come through our 
doors happy, but if we can satisfy 90 percent 
of them, then we’ve already succeeded.”

> Zurich Chinatown: zurich-chinatown.ch 
> Lucky Dumpling: luckydumpling.ch 
> Lucky Noodle: luckynoodle.ch
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DRUMROLL

Where did the idea of Ran Music come 
from?

I’m a mixing engineer and producer myself. 
I had a bunch of tracks that I wanted to put 
out, but the only two electronic music labels 
I knew in Beijing back then, Shan Shui and 
Acupuncture Records, weren’t operating 
anymore. In the meantime, some of my mix-
ing clients (mostly friends of mine) who are 
also electronic music producers had the same 
problem releasing their stuff, so I decided to 
launch a label for us. The founders of D-Force 
Records and Do Hits launched their studios 
around the same time, and I have huge re-
spect for those guys.

You launched Ran Groove in 2017 and Ran 
Rad last year. What’s the difference be-
tween the two branches?

I like a wide range of electronic, so the plan 
for Ran Music was to reflect that. Our differ-
ent sub-labels focus on certain styles, so that 
artists making different music in different 
BPMs or genres can inspire, collaborate with 
and learn from each other, so their work can 
evolve in interesting ways. 

When our Ran Groove compilation series 
had a sizable number of house and techno 
producers from around the country, we re-
leased it under the first sub-label. In 2018, 
my friend JCC (now the label head of Ran 
Rad) and I agreed it was the right time to step 
into the bass music scene. We’d found some 
very talented young artists who’ve been mak-
ing great stuff. People needed to hear their 
music, which is when our second sub-label 
Ran Rad was born in November.

SHEN LIJIA FROM 
RAN MUSIC
The Beijing-Based Record Label’s Got 
its Sights Set on Europe
 Interview by Sarah Forman

“One day [JCC] just jumped on a train to 
Cologne with several of our records, to see if 

they would sell or at least display them”

2018 was a big year for Chinese indie music, and one sign 
was the international expansion of Beijing-based electronic 
label Ran Music with their new German outpost Ran Rad. 
Founded by Shen Lijia and Tony Jiao in 2015, they’ve worked 
with artists all over the country and brought in a host of 
international acts for tours throughout the PRC. Here’s what 
Shen had to say about trains in Cologne, other city-based 
labels and Dizzee Rascall.

Is Ran Rad your first international ven-
ture? 

We’d already released music for several 
international acts (An On Bast from Poland, 
Rookely from New York, Yannick Barman 
from Switzerland, to name a few) as well as 
booked artists we like for China tours, shows 
and workshops. But with Ran Rad, since 
JCC is based in Germany and is pretty well-
connected in the bass scene, the goal was 
to work as a bridge between European and 
Chinese artists that we could scout. 

How did your partnership with Kompakt 
in Germany come about?

Kompakt has been handling our vinyl distri-
bution globally since 2018. The opportunity 
came quite unexpectedly and all thanks to 
JCC. One day she just jumped on a train to 
Cologne with several of our records, to see if 
they would sell or at least display them. She 
walked in, introduced herself and played our 
music to the staff. They loved it, and agreed to 
put our records on the shelf, just to see how 
it would go. A couple weeks later JCC revis-
ited, and the same staff told her the records 
sold out within a day. They asked her to send 
over a playlist of our full catalogue, and a few 
months later, Jo Saurbier from their distri-
bution department emailed me saying that 
the three founders, Wolfgang Voigt, Michael 
Mayer and Jürgen Paape, all liked our cata-
logue and officially offered us a distribution 
deal. I can’t describe how happy we were. 
Kompakt has a huge influence on me and sev-
eral artists on our label.

Where do you think underground elec-
tronic music in China, or specifically the 
bass scene here, is headed next?

I think 2019 is going to be an exciting year. 
We’re receiving more and more demos from 
young bass producers who are very open-
minded. They experiment with sounds and 
ideas, and these are exactly the people we’re 
hoping to work with. Very interestingly, a 
number of musicians are writing music in 
genres that have never really been big in 
China, like grime and footwork/juke. You can 
expect more music in these styles. Labels like 
Do Hits from Beijing, Unchained in Shenzhen 
and SVBKVLT in Shanghai have been putting 
out interesting bass music with different fo-
cuses. They’re definitely important players in 
the bass music and dance club scenes.

What would you recommend someone 
who isn’t familiar with the genre listen to 
first?

Bass music has been developing very fast, 
and has become more diverse through the 
past decade. Even relatively new genres like 
footwork already have distinguished sounds 
depending upon the region. Stuff coming 
from the UK is different from the original 
Chicago footwork. Start with the Teklife 
records. Astrophonica and Cosmic Bridge 
are also great labels to look at. UK grime 
has been around for a long time, the iconic 
English underground scene that it emerged 
from in London, eventually making its way 
to the US. For that, check out Wiley, The Boy 
Better Know collective, or early Dizzee Rascal 
stuff. 

ran-music.com
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HAO BU HAO

FEBRUARY
22

FEBRUARY
22

COMING TO A THEATER NEAR YOU

Hao
Beats by Dre launched their new Beats Solo3 wireless 
headphones for Chinese New Year featuring Shanghai-
based 17-year-old DJ Gouachi. Impressed by her perfor-
mance at one of her sets, the creative team approached 
the teen for the project alongside a handful of other 
young up-and-coming mainland musicians. The brightly 
colored promo video for the headphones, which debuted 
on Weibo last month, sport quick cuts and Year of the Pig 
themed accessories. If you’re rocking up or rocking out 
to 2019, you can scoop a set to complete your lucky look. 
Available at apple.cn for RMB2,268.

Bu Hao
The critically acclaimed art film Long Days Journey 
Into Night was well hyped but poorly received when it 
hit mainstream theaters at the end of 2018. Marketed 
as a “Must see for the New Year,” the film racked up 
USD262 million in box office sales before its screening 
on December 31, but by the following week, sales plum-
meted and criticisms for its ambiguous and confusing 
plot flooded the Internet. If there’s one lesson to be 
learned, pitching an ambitious creative project as a year 
end blockbuster is a bad idea. 

Maquia: When The 
Promised Flower Blooms
Residents of an imaginary kingdom Iolph stop 
aging once they become teens, spending the 
rest of their immortal lives in a suspended state 
of physical youth. But when invaders ravage the 
town in search of their blood – and their life-
giving powers – a girl named Maquia must leave 
her home in search of escape. This animated 
film from Japan details the protag-
onist’s relationship with a mortal 
boy, Erial, and whether their love 
will survive the test of time.

Alita: Battle Angel
Directed by James Cameron and Robert 
Rodriguez and set in a future that’s far from 
familiar, Dr. Ido (Christoph Waltz) rebuilds a 
titular cyborg he found in a junkyard. With 
no memory of her past at first, Alita (Rosa 
Salazar) eventually becomes aware of what’s 
in store for her future. Bearing valuable tech-
nology that has been lost for years, only she 
can save the city from the cycles 
of death and destruction that have 
become commonplace in this cy-
berpunk action film.

“Must watch this an infinite 
number of times!”
… a hip-hop fan on Weibo said of the Higher 
Brothers’ exciting announcement last month. The 
Chengdu-based group that transcended internation-
al borders and infiltrated club speakers with songs 
like ‘Made In China’ and ‘Black Cab’ just dropped a 
new music video and announced the release of their 
sophomore album Five Stars, available February 22. In a preview of what’s to come, ‘Open it 
Up’ gives a nod to the old school days of the genre, with a classic low-beat back track accom-
panying a fuzzy, black and white parade through the streets of San Francisco. With mini cop 
cars, mosh pits and dragon dances, the Chinatown scenery only stands to further cement the 
group’s positioning between Eastern and Western cultures, having sold out their second North 
American tour last year and continuing to rack up critical acclaim back home. They rounded 
out 2018 by releasing the single ‘16 Hours,’ referring to the flight time between the US and 
the PRC, and just won Best Hip Hop Artist of 2018 at the second annual NetEase Cloud Music 
Awards on January 20. 

TRANSCRIBED
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WHAT’S NEW

SINO CELEB 

Ocean  Offline
Shanghai-based digital contemporary art center SlimeEngine 
launched their programmatic project Ocean in early January, 
an offline exhibition of 99 artists on a digital platform. Set 
in the middle of a virtual body of water, the videos, digital 
sculptures and photographs float inches above the surface, 
allowing users to navigate between different art pieces via 
keyboard control. Including works by 33EMBYW, Pixy Liao, 
Gooooose and others, the program can be 
downloaded via a Baidu cloud link for a futur-
istic pixelated show. Scan the QR code for more 
information and access to the program.

Donnie Yen
The Guangzhou-born movie star Donnie Yen is a jack of all 
trades, master of Muay Thai, Wing Chun, Jeet Kun Do and just 
about every other type of martial art. While his best-known 
flick to date may still be the galactic Ip Man, here’s a rundown 
of a few things you may not know about the actor.

Son of a Martial Arts Pioneer
Yen’s mother, Bow-sim Mark, is one of the most influ-
ential martial artists of the 20th century, and helped 
to popularize them abroad. She later emigrated to 
Brighton, Massachusetts, where she founded the 
Chinese Wushu Research Institute in 1976.

Child Gangster
After a period of teenage rebelliousness in which he 
got caught up in a local gang, Yen’s parents sent him 
to Beijing at the age of 14 to study martial arts and 
moral education.

 A Bruce Lee Fan
While Yen has been widely lauded for his turn as the 
famous martial artist Ip Man, he has also been very 
vocal about his admiration for Bruce Lee. Having 
another opportunity to align himself with the greats,  
he starred in the 1995 TV adaptation of Lee’s 1972 
film Fist of Fury.

Title Disputes 
During the making of the first Ip Man (2008) film, 
disputes arose between the producers and Wong Kar 
Wai’s team over the name of the movie. Wong’s take on 
the life of Ip Man was entitled The Grandmaster (2013) 
and starred Tony Leung, taking a more philosophical 
look at martial arts of the 1930s. While there may at 
one point have been some tension, IP Man starring 
Donnie Yen and Wong’s film both went on to receive 
critical acclaim, each successful in their own right. 

A Silver Screen Gangster 
Donnie Yen also all but confirmed that he is set to 
star in a big screen version of the cult classic Hong 
Kong-based gangster game Sleeping Dog, which 
gained a huge fanbase around the world after being 
released in 2012. In February last year, Yen posted 
a picture of himself in costume for the film with the 
caption “Sometimes great things take a bit of time. 
Sleeping Dog is in motion, you guys ready for this?”
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TURNING THE TABLES 
The Varying Voices of China’s Vinyl Culture
By Sarah Forman and Bryan Grogan

the scene, the ’90s had turned to tape decks 
and CD players. Nearly 10 years ago, there 
weren’t many places you could buy older re-
cords, and new ones weren’t widely available 
for purchase. Individuals bringing them into 
the country could only import under 200 at a 
time, meaning more often than not, they were 
going straight into people’s homes, onto their 
turntables and tucked safely on their shelves. 
If you had them, it’s because you already 
knew you wanted them, and there weren’t 
many opportunities for records to reach new 
audiences.

Things began to change in the early 
noughties, around the time that Nevin 
Dormer founded a one-man operation under 
the name Genjing Records, a label that releas-
es exclusively on vinyl. His intention wasn't 
to shake up the record industry here, but to 
help local artists break into the international 
market. “Genjing was started as a vinyl-only 
label for Chinese bands that were touring 
or traveling abroad,” Dormer tells us. The 
underground punk scene had a fixation with 
collecting records, “and when I realized there 
were a number of Chinese bands on Maybe 
Mars going on tour internationally, even 
though vinyl wasn’t a thing in China, I figured 
they needed something to sell, as that’s what 
collectors abroad generally wanted.”

Dormer began to partner with musi-
cians, hand-packaging and distributing 
7-inch and 10-inch split EPs, while around 
the same time, Uptown Records opened up 
in Shanghai. While Dormer’s motivation was 
to help Chinese artists break out of China, 
others were more interested in creating a 
collecting and trading culture across the 
country. 

Chinese record label Modern Sky took to 
releasing large batches by 2013, and today 
there are three vinyl factories that have since 
opened up – two in Guangdong and one near 
Shanghai – primarily for export. Smaller op-

The last decade has seen a mainstream 
resurfacing of record culture across 
the globe, with Pop Tart-colored af-

fordable turntables sold everywhere from 
Urban Outfitters to Amazon. Clean packaged, 
freshly pressed indie bands’ work can easily 
be found stocking the shelves of name-brand 
stores, enough that they seem more preva-
lent than CD players or iPods. But while 
record culture may have had a strong resur-
gence in the West, it’s taken a slightly differ-
ent course on the Chinese mainland.

Between the cultural shifts of the 20th 
century and the rapid technological devel-
opment that took place in its latter half, the 
medium nearly disappeared from China’s 
cultural landscape. All of China’s pressing 
plants were closed in the ’80s, and by the 
time popular music as a genre re-entered 
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    A year and a half 
ago I emigrated to 
this country with 

1,000 bucks, a box 
of records and a 

dream of starting a 
soul club

erations like Hak Hak Manufacture, also in 
Guangdong, have popped up as well, produc-
ing hand cut, no-minimum order batches of 
lathe cut records for individuals and artists 
to produce on their own budget – with some 
releases like Cosmic Child’s Blue / Green
 Lathe Cut 7” even filled with sand, just for 

fun. 
While some push vinyl as a means to an 

end, others simply like vinyl for vinyl’s sake. 
“They’re almost sold out,” C.c. of dream-
pop band Peach Illusions tells us, laughing, 
when we ask him about their record release. 
“Personally, I can’t tell the difference between 
listening to a record and to an MP3. I just like 
the experience of it, taking it out of the pack-
aging and putting it on.”

Dormer confirms that the interest here 
is growing. Over the last three to five years, 
China’s narrative has fallen closer in step 
with that of the West. Today, lots of inde-
pendent Chinese labels release albums in 
this way. Between the design, packaging 
and sound, there’s a lot of innovation taking 
place – people are excited, specifically when 
it comes to supporting independent musi-
cians. But in Shanghai particularly, there’s 
been a push for the old imports to be a part 
of the conversation as well. A handful of col-
lectors and enthusiasts play hand-spun sets 

at the newly relocated dive bar Specters, 
which regularly hosts DJs like Tina Turntrick, 
Britain-based, longtime China visitor, Glenn 
Walton and Shanghai Soul Club nights with 
Baron Van West. 

“A year and a half ago, I emigrated to this 
country with 1,000 bucks, a box of records 
and a dream of starting a soul club,” Van 
West told us. “I was introduced to Sacco 
from Uptown Records by some friends from 
San Francisco, and as they say in my native 
city ‘the rest is herstory.’” By 2017 there was 
already an established network of people 
who’d been investing in vinyl culture, and 
an audience more than ready to receive 
it. Shanghai Soul Club is in the process of 
launching their first magazine, with a few 
shows across the country in the works in 
upcoming months. While these players may 
have differing opinions about the inherent 
value of vinyl, for both teams, it's all about 
spreading and sharing music. Between the 
influx of new Chinese artists cutting and 
releasing on vinyl, the musicians and facto-
ries exporting their own work and the DJs 
reviving the classics in bars and pop-ups, 
the record culture in China has capitalized 
on the hip Pop Tart-colored turntables in a 
DIY scene that both makes and cuts through 
the noise.
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Maybe Mars

Maybe Mars had a strong 2018, with releases 
from a number of old and new favorites, including 
Snapline’s Shou Hua, PK14’s What We Talk About 
When We Talk About His Name and Hiperson’s She 
Came Back From the Square. The Beijing label are 
instrumental in giving continued life to rock-based 
vinyl records, which may in part have something to 
do with team-member Nevin Dormer.

Genjing Records

Only now dropping a new album after a 
period of substantial silence, Genjing have 
largely been releasing records that feature 
Dormer’s band Struggle Sessions. Their 
vinyl clout runs deep, and Dormer is some-
thing of an advisor on the format, having 
helped out Qiii Snacks in their early days 
of releasing vinyl. Key titles on the label 
include Split 12” by Die!ChiwawaDie! and 
Struggle Session, I’ll Be Your Mirror 7” by 
Dear Eloise and Split 7” by Little Monster 
and Negro Leo, some, or all, of which may be 
extremely difficult to find. 

Space Circle

Largely a vehicle for new releases 
by Wang Wen at this point, they did 
manage to release two of the best re-
cords of 2018 in Wang Wen’s Invisible 
City and Xie Yugang’s joint album 
with Serge Teyssot-Gay’s A Nano 
World, both of which dropped on gor-
geously designed vinyl. 

What To Buy from China

Qiii Snacks Records

South China favorites Qiii Snacks Records have contributed 
greatly to the appreciation for vinyl of all forms in the indie 
rock scene. They’ve also grown a tendency towards turn-
ing foreign bands onto the charms of vinyl, as seen with 
Singaporean band Cosmic Child’s Blue / Green  Lathe Cut 7” 
and Taiwanese act VOIDD’s Xinyue/KuangshiLathe Cut 7”.  

Boring Productions

Like Qiii Snacks Records, Shenzhen 
based Boring Productions have played 
a key role in maintaining Southern 
China’s indie rock vinyl culture. While 
they’ve only just gone and put out a pair 
of unreleased songs by the awesome 
Chestnut Bakery, other excellent re-
leases from the past 12 months include 
Odd F**king Gesture EP by Indonesian 
act Odd Gesture and EP by Scarlet’s 
Other Parts.
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Space Fruity Records

Having begun life with some great limited 
7”’s in the form of The Mold’s 4 Live Tracks in 
Obiwan Bar and Boiled Hippo’s Mystery / River 
EP, Space Fruity later jumped on the cassette 
format with Dolphy Kick Bebop’s epic Smoke 
a Haiku Cigarette. We think that’s great, but it 
could use more vinyl. Anyhow, having grown 
out of performance space and shop, frUITYS-
PACE, their vinyl chops are pretty strong. 

Eating Music

One of the newer labels on this list, Eating Music packs a punch when it 
comes to distribution. Founded by Cookie Zhang, one of the people behind 
Shanghai Daily Vinyl, Eating Music are committed to distributing across 
various physical formats, mostly CD and cassette tapes at this point, 
though their vinyl releases include Knopha’s Nothing Nil and Jiafeng’s
Bengdi Zhi Dabing/Bao Caiming 7” release. 

Ruby Eyes Records

We were big fans of Ruby Eyes’ decision 
to go back and release albums by City 
Flanker and Goodbye Honey Boy on 
vinyl. Ruby Eye’s attention to design is 
in evidence on records like Speechless by 
Goodbye Honey Boy as well as Doodle’s 
Endless Dreamless. 

Where to Buy In Your City

Beijing
fRUITYSHOP
Official WeChat: fRUITYSHOP

Indie Music
Official WeChat: duyingchangpian

666 Rock Shop
Official WeChat: xmusickchina

Li-Pi Records
Official WeChat: LiPiRecords

Xi’an
Vinylhouse
Official WeChat: VINYL-HOUSE

Shenzhen
Vinylhouse
Official WeChat: VINYL-HOUSE

Old Heaven Bookstore
Official WeChat: oldheavenbooks

Guangzhou
Vinylhouse Café
WeChat: vinylhouse (personal account)

Shanghai
Uptown Records
Official WeChat: gh_b2749ddebdf

Daily Vinyl
Official WeChat: DailyVinyl

M U S I C  |  A R T S
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Three New  Homegrown Albums on Our Radar  
This Month
By Sarah Forman

CHINA  
MUSIC CORNER

Lonely Perfection   by Yannick Barman
Jazz trumpet and electronic music come together in Yannick Barman’s fourth studio album, and 
Ran Music’s first release of 2019. The Swiss musician recorded the songs during his residency 
in Shanghai and Beijing, drawing on his experience of loneliness and traveling in a foreign 
country, while painting a futuristic musical landscape. In recent years, many genres have begun 
to champion the trumpet, but what Barman’s done in combining his classical training with 
computational composition is a unique take on the brass instrument. He’s recorded, mixed and 
mastered the album himself, making the product entirely his own. At a low BPM, the tracks are 
not exactly danceable, but would likely make for a memorable live show combined with the art-
ist’s penchant for performative audiovisual effects. 

Listen here: ranmusicbj.bandcamp.com/album/lonely-perfection

Mi Zi You Xing   by Mice
Mice’s upbeat electro acoustic album, translating to ‘Freedom,’ comes straight off of play rec 
label. While it was recently released, the album had already been finished in early 2017 and the 
songs are in no specific order, a detail that doesn’t distract from the listening experience. The 
second, and longest, number ‘Gai Mian Shou Jiao’ sounds like an arcade game dance track, slow-
ing in the middle only to pick back up to a tight, computerized high hat and building, stripped 
down chord progressions. Mice put the album together while studying synth timbre and vocal 
sound processing in Hangzhou, coming out with a set that we’d be happy to hear at any under-
ground club.

Listen here: playreclabel.bandcamp.com/album/-

[GNM010] noctilucents   by noctilucents
Shanghai-based music collective Genome6.66Mbp released their first album for noctilucents 
late last year, and the five-track EP is well worth a listen. It’s at once sleepy and playful, with 
misleadingly pop-inspired synthesized vocals and anime sound bytes. On ‘Used to It,’ the words 
“I don’t really wanna go, not tonight I don’t, every time I want to keep you and I lose it, because 
I know I never will…,” are bookended by a man and woman conversing in Japanese. Like a half 
bad dream, it’s vaguely innocent while sad and a little sinister, visualized on the cover by what 
looks like a kawaii bear entangled in bed sheets with a sketched batwing.

Listen here: genome666mbp.bandcamp.com/album/gnm010-noctilucents-noctilucents
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PORTRAITS  
              OF CHINA

For the past eight months, British photographer 
Cameron Hack has traveled across the country, 
listening to the extraordinary stories of China’s living 

past. Today, the ambitious explorer has collected almost 100 
interviews spanning various subjects. His project, dubbed 
Humans of China, was inspired by the trending photoblog 
Humans of New York that went viral after its launch in 2010. 
We’ve compiled a small collection of his fascinating interviews 
ranging from the few remaining women to practice the ancient 
custom of foot-binding to members of the unique Dai minority 
group of Yunnan province, as well as survivors of the Second 
Sino-Japanese War.

STORIES FROM THE LAST LADIES WITH 
BOUND FEET, ETHNIC MINORITY GROUPS 
AND WAR SURVIVORS
Interviews and photos by Cameron Hack,  
additional reporting by Edoardo Donati Fogliazza and Valerie Osipov
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89 YEARS OLD 
YUNNAN 
“I started to bind my feet at the age of 
4 with the help of my mother. I didn’t 
agree but I had no choice, and at that 
time I didn’t really understand. My par-
ents had six kids but I have the smallest 
feet out of them all. My sisters started to 
bind their feet but eventually stopped so 
their feet are much bigger than mine. 
I never stopped binding my feet – I still 
wrap them in cloth today. Back then it 
was very painful but now it doesn’t hurt 
at all, though these days I can’t really 
walk. I use a wheelchair to help me move 
around and live with my son and his wife 
who care for me.

Even though my feet are really small 
and always have been, I used to be able 
to dance alongside some other ladies 
with bound feet in a dance group for 
tourists who visited our village. We were 
all getting old so we stopped about six 
years ago. I recently fell over so one of 
my legs is swollen and very painful, and 
that’s why one foot looks bigger than the 
other. 

I married at the age of 15 and spent 
many happy years with my husband 
who died three years ago. We were 

TRADITION  
                           BOUND
Dating back to the 10th 

century, the peculiar 
Chinese tradition of foot-

binding was a common practice 
among young girls in China.    
     Having small feet was 
associated with social status 
and would increase chances of 
marriage. Despite the excruciating 
pain, girls often had no choice 
but to bind their feet, which they 
would achieve by wrapping them 
tightly with bandages so that their  
toes would begin to tuck under 
towards the heel. They would 
continue to do this until their feet 
were as small as three inches – the 
ideal desirable size. Decorative 
handmade shoes, made by the 
families themselves, were then 
worn to adorn the prized feet.  
     It wasn’t until 1912 that foot-
binding was first banned in China, 
though many women secretly 
carried on with the practice. 
Cameron met with several of the 
remaining women with bound feet 
to hear their individual experiences 
surviving the severe cultural 
custom.

farmers and worked very hard for very little. 
Sometimes it was hard to find enough food. 
We had five kids – two boys and three girls. 
They are all grown up and have kids of their 
own now. 

I’ve never left this village, but many 
people like to visit me because of my small 
feet. They like to take photos and videos – 
sometimes they even like to buy the shoes 
I’ve made. I can sell a pair of shoes that I no 
longer wear for 100 yuan. I used to make 
many beautiful shoes but I can’t wear them 
anymore. 

The last few years have been the happiest 
years of my life as I can really eat well, wear 
beautiful clothes, spend time with my grand-
kids and watch them grow up.”

38

C
O

VER STO
R

Y



87 YEARS OLD 
INNER MONGOLIA 
“I started to bind my feet at around 8 years 
old. My mother made me and she would 
help me at first. She would tell me when I was 
crying and in pain that if I didn’t have small 
feet then no one would want to marry me. 
My grandmother also agreed to make my 
feet small. Both of them have very small feet 
too. My younger sister didn’t have to bind her 
feet – she was lucky. There is no pain in my 
feet now, but I remember I often cried and 
couldn’t sleep very well. I would try to avoid 
walking by crawling around on my knees 
instead. 

I don’t like to talk too much about my 
past as it was tough, but in my old age I feel 
much happier. I have had the chance to trav-
el to some other cities and now my husband 
[and I] live quite well. I am lucky that I have 
had the chance to grow old with him. I now  
eat well, drink well, wear nice clothes and feel 
safe. We still live together, just us two, and 
this year we are both 87 years old. 

We married at 18 and I didn’t meet him 
until the day of the wedding – we weren’t al-
lowed to meet before. He came from another 
village and when he arrived he first looked 
at my small feet and not my face. Back then 
small feet were very important and the only 
way to marry a good man. After we married 
I felt very happy. We worked as farmers and 
we grew lots of corn. We had three children 
– one boy and two girls. We have lived in our 
house together for the last 60 years. Things 
are good. We never fight and he treats my 
family very well. He was and still is very gentle 
and patient and really cares about me. 

I think my feet are ugly. Today I still wrap 
them up as if I don’t, I find it hard to walk. My 
daughter and I still make shoes as I can’t buy 
shoes that fit me. I am healthy and my eyes 
are still pretty good, unlike my hearing. I can 
cook, clean and take care of my husband. I 
spend most of my days at home with him. 

I care most about my children and I want 
them to lead a happy and healthy life. About 
15 years ago our son took us on the train 
to Beijing. We visited some famous sights 
but didn’t climb the Great Wall. We went to 
Tiananmen Square and lots of people were 
looking at me and my small feet. I wasn’t 
scared and felt quite safe. I think Beijing is a 
good place, but now I am too old to return.”
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be married. If my feet were big it 
wouldn’t have been possible. 

At one point I stopped using 
bandages to bind my feet. He 
didn’t reproach me but instead 
he wrote a letter. It said that if I 
stopped binding my feet they’d 

open up and they wouldn’t be small anymore. I 
think he was afraid that I’d have big feet, and I 
think he liked small feet a lot. After he wrote the 
letter I started again. I really liked my husband 
though and was very sad when he died.

At the age of 18 I started to learn how to 
make clothes, hats, scarves and shoes. Even 
though I am 92 now, I still make clothes for the 
children in my family. I like to make shoes with 
beautiful patterns of flowers and animals. I always 
feel happy making those kinds of things – I find it 
relaxing. 

I now live with my son and his wife, and they 
take very good care of me. I worry about my 
grandson though – he is already more than 20 
years old and is yet to get married. He works 
at night and sleeps during the day so it’s hard 
for him to find someone. I hope I can live long 
enough to see him marry.”   

92 YEARS OLD  
YUNNAN 
“Binding my feet was so painful – I remember 
I’d cry a lot and if no one was looking I would 
take off the bandages and rewrap them lightly 
to release the pain. If I was caught I would be 
in trouble, and then I’d have to use a needle 
and thread to sew the bandages together 
so I couldn’t easily undo them. I started at 6 
years old and I still use white cloth every day 
to wrap my feet as I am used to doing it on a 
daily basis. 

My mother died at a young age so she 
couldn’t help me. An auntie helped, but also 
made me bind my feet. I didn’t agree but I 
had no choice. These were hard times for me 
at such a young age. My dad was a teacher 
but he died about 40 years ago in an earth-
quake. He had three wives. The first was my 
mother. They had three children together – 
two boys and myself, but my dad has seven 
kids altogether. 

The reason we had to bind our feet was 
so that we could marry. My husband and his 
family thought small feet were very important. 
Another reason was that women wouldn’t be 
able to leave the house, so for a lot of my 
life I was stuck at home. Back then I was very 
young and beautiful. He was a very traditional 
man. He was a soldier but not out of choice 
– the government made him do this kind of 
work. He worked as a carpenter afterwards. 
We married when I was 16 – I didn’t know 
him before that. On our wedding day he 
came to my house. Our families chatted for 
a bit and then we all agreed that we would 
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85 YEARS OLD 
INNER MONGOLIA 
“When I was 11, my adopted mother started 
to bind my feet. To this day I still use long 
pieces of cloth that I make to bind them. I 
knew many ladies with small feet but they 
have all since passed away. I used to be able 
to make shoes myself but I can’t anymore. 
My hands are hurt from the work I used to do 
and no medicine can help. I don’t let others 
see my feet as I think they are ugly and it’s a 
private thing for me.

When I was one month old I was given 
to another family who looked after me. They 
treated me very well, like one of their own 
daughters. The mother was really good to me. 
I grew up with one of her sons and at around 
17 we [wanted to be together] but we never 
married. We tried to have children for a long 
time but we couldn’t conceive, so at the age 

of about 28 we adopted two children – one 
boy and one girl. At around the same time, 
I became pregnant with a set of twins, and 
shortly after, my husband died. 

I had too many kids after I gave birth to 
two girls and couldn’t support them all, so I 
gave one little girl to another family in a dif-
ferent village. That couple had no children 
and were very happy. The little girl I kept died 
about a month later but the one I gave away 
survived. The girl I gave away came to visit 
me, but that was a long time ago. My biggest 
regret was giving her away and when I talk 
about it I feel so sad that I cry. 

I now live with my son and his wife who 
take care of me. They are sometimes busy 
working though, so in the morning they’ll 
cook some dishes for me and then at lunch 
time I can heat them up for myself. My back 
and hips also hurt. My life was tough before 
and we had to carry many heavy things every 
day, and slowly over time that caused me 
problems. I never had the chance to study, 
so I can’t read or write. Back then many girls 
didn’t have the [opportunity]. 

The house I live in today was the one I 
lived in with the man I grew up with, so there 
are many memories here, but they are mostly 
sad. I really don’t have many happy memo-
ries. Nowadays I eat well, and have some 
nice clothes to wear. On my birthday my fam-
ily comes to visit, and for that small amount of 
time, I feel true happiness.”
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72 YEARS OLD  
YUNNAN
“Having tattoos and black teeth means you have 
reached adulthood. I started tattooing my hands 
with my friends at about 14 years old but the pat-
terns have since faded. I had my name tattooed 
on the back of my hand and lines on my fingers. 
My friends and I used needles and pen ink to 
carve the tattoos into the skin. It wasn’t that painful 
if we worked together, but you’d have to pull the 
skin tight over the bone – otherwise it would hurt.

If you didn’t dye your teeth black, others would 
laugh at you. I started chewing leaves at 14 to 
dye them and I still use them today. But doing this 
also dyes your fingernails and that’s why mine also 
changed color. 

Life at the age of 20 was pretty easy and with-
out stress, but later things changed and life be-
came tougher. We used to have to grow rice and 
give it to the government, and growing rice is hard 
work. Now I feel happy. I have kids and grandkids 
and most days are relaxing. I put on my glasses, 
sit in front of my house and sew beautiful patterns 
in cloth.”

China’s Southwestern Yunnan prov-
ince is home to a large number of 
ethnic minorities and one of the most 

sought-after tourist destinations thanks to 
its stunning landscapes and unique cultural 
heritage.

Some individuals of the Dai minority still 
carry some of the characteristic symbols of 
their heritage: black-dyed teeth and tattoos.

Mostly concentrated in today’s au-
tonomous prefectures of Dehong and 
Xishuangbanna, the Dai minority has a long 
history, recorded since the Han dynasty. In 
ancient records, Dai people are described 
as “short-haired and tattooed,” proving 
that the custom of carving patterns on their 
skin dates back centuries. Tattoos, often on 
people’s back, forehead and limbs, usually 
represented patterns and symbols related to 
Buddhism, and their completion symbolized 
one’s passage into adulthood. Young boys 
and girls underwent the procedure that the 
locals call fumo at around the age of 12, 
consisting of the painting of the desired pat-
terns on the skin permanently.

The tradition started waning after the 
foundation of the People’s Republic of China 
in 1949, with fewer and fewer Dai undergoing 
the fumo process. But while the tattooed Dai 
people were becoming ever a rarer sight, the 
Xishuangbanna Dai Autonomous prefecture 
that hosts the majority of them has become a 
popular tourist destination, and the Dai culture 
has become one of the main attractions.

MARK OF TIME
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92 YEARS OLD  
YUNNAN 
“I work in an up-and-
coming tourist spot, and 
my daughter-in-law makes 
things for me to sell to the 
few tourists that visit. I am 
the oldest lady left in the 
village and this year I am 
92 years old. I made these 
clothes myself, but this hat 
I bought. Many people 
like to chat and take pho-
tos with me. 

I’ve never left this place and I 
married later than other ladies here. 
I gave birth to seven kids but one 
died at around a month old. We 
were all farmers back then and it 
was a hard life – much harder than 
now.”

77 YEARS OLD  
YUNNAN
“I work at a tourist center, where I create 
embroidery. They pay me 100 yuan each 
month. In my old age, my eyes are not as 
good as they used to be so I need to make 
sure I bring my glasses. I started to learn 
when I was about 15 and this year I am 
77. My mother taught me, and I tried to 
teach my kids but they didn’t learn well. 

It’s much easier than being a farmer, 
and it wasn’t easy. There was no choice 
because if we didn’t grow the food we’d 
have nothing to eat. Even if I didn’t work 
here I would still wear these clothes. I also 
used to have black teeth but the color has 
since faded.”
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STRENGTH  AND  
SURVIVAL

Lasting from 1937 to 1945, 
the Second Sino-Japanese 
War was a result of Japan’s 

aggressive imperialist policy. As 
China’s Nationalist army fought 
against the invading Japanese 
forces, ordinary people suffered 
horrific repercussions.  
     During this time, China saw 
some of the most horrific events 
of modern warfare, most notably 
the Nanjing Massacre –  a vicious 
mass murder of residents in the 
provincial capital of Jiangsu. 
Though this was the most infamous 
episode during the war, similar 
atrocities occurred elsewhere.  
     One such tragic event was the 
Panjiayu Massacre, a brutal and 
devastating attack carried out by 
the Japanese army in a village 
located in Hebei province during 
the Chinese New Year in 1941. 
Throughout his travels, Hack met 
with two of the last living witnesses 
to the terror brought on that fateful 
day.

89 YEARS OLD 
HEBEI 
“I am one of four survivors left who saw 
terrible things in this village, as most of 
the other survivors have since died. I still 
have nightmares about these things. I 
was 10 years old when the Japanese sud-
denly came to our village. It was two days 
before the Spring Festival. They stayed 
for just one day, but that day completely 
changed my life forever. 

They killed my mother, my two sisters 
and my only brother. My sisters were just 
2 and 3 years old and my brother was 
only 4. I can still remember them clearly 
and miss them to this day. My father 
and I were the only ones to survive, but 
amongst all the chaos I lost him. Luckily, 
I was found by an old man who was my 
next-door neighbor. When he found me, 
my clothes were on fire. It was a very cold 
winter and we were wearing many layers 
of clothing, so luckily the fire didn’t reach 
my skin. But there was no water and he 
had to put the fire out in order to pick me 
up and carry me to safety, so he urinated 
on my clothes, told me not to cry and to 
stay as quiet as possible before picking 
me up and taking me into the mountains. I 
was so scared. 

I saw many terrible things that day. 
Anyone who stayed at home was killed. 
They didn’t care if you were a man or 
woman, young or old – they just wanted 
to kill people and they did it in the most 
horrific way. They wore green uniforms, 
they had mustaches, they had bikes and 
cars and long guns with knives on the 
end, which made it hard to fight back as 
we had nothing. People tried anyway, but 
it didn’t work. I don’t know how many 
there were exactly, but there were lots of 
them. They killed and then they left. After 
they were gone, I returned to see the 
destruction. People were unrecognizable 
as they were all just black bodies with no 
hair or clothes. 

My dad and the man who saved my 
life survived. I also called him dad. I am 
forever grateful for his help.”
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Follow the Humans of China project on Facebook, WeChat 
(CJHphotography) or Instagram (@officialhumansofchina).  

82 YEARS OLD 
HEBEI 
“Our village is surrounded by 
mountains and [the Japanese] 
suddenly came over the top. I 
was standing in the doorway 
of our house and that’s when 
I first saw them. Our village 
has a stage and they told eve-
ryone to come down to watch 
a performance, and that's when the killing 
started. They had piled wood under the 
stage and set it on fire, burning people to 
death. If anyone tried to run away they were 
caught and then killed instantly.

I remember my mother holding me in 
her left arm and my older brother in her 
right arm. That’s when he was killed by a 
bullet in the center of his chest, fired from 
a Japanese gun. My mother dropped him 
and ran away with me to find somewhere 
safe to hide. 

I was just 4 years old at the time. My 
brother was only 6 years old and I don’t re-
ally remember him very well. My brother’s 
body was burnt alongside many other 
adults and children, so we were unable to 
find him afterwards. My mother found a 
pile of dead bodies, and that's where she 
laid down with me in her arms. We were 
pretending to be dead and she told me not 
to cry, not to talk and not to move so we 
wouldn’t be detected by the young soldiers. 

After the Japanese had finished killing, 
I saw them walking around looking at what 
they had done. They kicked the dead bod-
ies and sometimes stabbed them again, 
looking pleased with what they had done. 
They killed more than 1,200 people in one 
day, but my mother, father and I survived. 
My dad was shot though, in his left shoulder 
frighteningly close to his heart, and was left 
just inches from death as a result. 

Afterwards, my mother gave birth again 
and my parents often spoke about my older 
brother to keep his memory alive. I married 
when I was 20 years old. We were both 
farmers. My wife died six years ago after 
falling ill. I miss her. We had happy times 
together along with our four girls. 

This year I am 82. I like to smoke, I still 
like to work outside, and in the summer, 
we grow lots of grapes. I still think about 
the terrible things I saw that day. I’ll never 
forget.”
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BEER OF THE MONTH

Kaiba’s Passionfruit Lager is one 
of four premium tastes from the 
Shanghai-based craft beer brand. In 
2017, Kaiba was bought out by AB 
INBEV’s ZX Ventures, the craft beer 
division that also purchased Boxing 
Cat Brewery.

This fruit-focused lager comes in a well designed 
bottle with the character kai (开, meaning ‘open’) 
written in calligraphy form with shades of yellow, 
green and blue. The intriguing design certainly 
helps to distinguish Kaiba’s fruity brew from other 
refrigerator inmates, but once you crack open a 
cold one, your experience is likely to take a down-
ward turn. 

This craft beer has a very light and yellowish 
gold color, and exudes a pleasant aroma from inside 
the bottle. While the passion fruit flavor is not near-
ly as strong as we’d like, the lager packs just enough 
flavor to indicate its fruity origin.

Once the suds hit the glass, however, the beer 
quickly ditches all pretense towards tasting of pas-
sion fruit, as well as most other flavors for that mat-
ter. Although it’s classified as a ‘slightly bitter’ beer, 
with a two out of six on the brewery’s bitterness 
ranking, the aftertaste, or lack thereof, exacerbates 
that bitter feeling on your tongue.

With seven Kaiba bar locations in Shanghai, its 
signature passion fruit lager is likely to taste supe-
rior in draft form, but as for this bottle, it left a lot 
to be desired.

Kaiba Passionfruit Lager can be purchased at your local 1919 
shop or via 1919’s app.

A PASSIONLESS POUR
Kaiba Passionfruit Lager
By Ryan Gandolfo
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GRAPE VINE
We’re Digging:

We’re Done with:

THE SCANDALOUS SCOOP

Shenzhen nabbing seven spots on 
Meituan’s 2019 Black Pearl Restaurant 
Guide; Pulse Cafe gaining new life with 
a spot in Futian District; Teqo’s new 
weekly and seasonal specials; coffee 
farming in western Guangdong; the 
city’s thriving pub quiz scene; and book 
events, board game events and knitting 
events adding diversity to the city’s 
nightlife options.

the F&B scene grinding to a halt for the 
Chinese New Year holiday; New Year’s 
Eve parties held in shopping malls; 
shady restaurant owners skipping town 
for Southeast Asia; and the end of styl-
ish Guangzhou cafe .JPG’s pop-up shop 
in Coco Park. 

While OCT Loft is awash with new and 
trendy places to grab a coffee, beer or meal, 
sometimes it is the older outlets that do it 
best. 

Old Heaven Bookstore opened its doors 
in the summer of 2011, under the guidance 
of four good friends who combined their var-
ied interests to open a spot that also serves 
as a bookstore and a record store, making for 
an eclectic and delightful mix.

Old Heaven is easy to miss. The exterior 
is somewhat obfuscated by various plants, 
and the doors open onto a shop full of 
Chinese-language books. Hold true and walk 
straight and you’ll find yourself in the clutch-
es of one of Shenzhen’s hidden gems. 

The cafe is dark and groups sit sporadi-
cally around the comfortable seating area. 
We grabbed a warm pomelo tea (RMB20) 

and an iced house coffee (RMB27) and 
proceeded to recline, while listening to a 
hodgepodge of zany psychedelic music. The 
pomelo tea is syrupy and energizing, while 
the house coffee, made from Zapatista coffee 
beans from Chiapas, Mexico is refreshing and 
equally energizing. 

While it is hard to describe our love for 
this place in such a small column, we implore 
readers to go, visit and pay your respects to 
one of the elder statesmen in the OCT F&B 
scene. 

Price: RMB20-50
Nearest metro: Qiaochengdong (Exit A), 15 
minutes’ walk 

Open daily 11am - 10.30pm; Old Heaven Bookstore, 
Building A5, OCT Loft Area 2, Nanshan District南山区
华侨城创意文化园2期A5栋120# (0755 8614 8090)

OLDIE BUT GOODIE

Old Heaven Bookstore
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When you think of waimai, 
Cantonese cuisine generally 
isn’t the first thing to pop into 
your mind. There is one dish at 
Diandude (点都德), however, 
that is without doubt an irre-
proachable option to satisfy your 
lunchtime cravings. 

Diandude’s hongmichang 
(literally translated as ‘red rice 
roll’) comes with nine pieces 
of juicy shrimp covered by a 
crispy breadcrumb exterior and 
wrapped in a red glutinous layer 
made from rice. It’s crunchy, sa-
vory and oh-so-flavorful, and we 
f-ing love it!

Each order comes with two 
sauces: your standard soy sauce, 
as well as a thick peanut glaze 
that perfectly complements this 
tasty snack. 

WHAT’S ON WAIMAI

Diandude’s Hongmichang

KITCHEN CONFIDENTIAL 

Mirco Tarducci grew up in Tuscany, worked in Australia 
and is now the in-house sommelier for Michelin-honored 
restaurant 8 ½ Otto E Mezzo BOMBANA in Macau. Needless 
to say, the man has more wine knowledge in his pinky than 
most of us do in our entire body. Below, he recalls...

Outrageous wine orders…
When I was back in Australia, I had two regular customers 
drink three magnums (1.5-liter bottles) and three regular bot-
tles over five hours.

Complaints over wine choice…
Someone once complained that the wine he’d ordered remind-
ed him of his wife removing her nail polish at home. 

Bizarre takes on wine taste…
Sweaty socks and band aids (referring to brettanomyces, a 
bacteria that spoils the wine), wet dog, cat’s pee. I could go on 
and on...

Sweaty Socks and Cat’s Pee

One thing worth noting 
is that each piece is quite fill-
ing, meaning you’d be hard 
pressed to finish the whole 
meal by yourself. But that’s 
okay, because once you order 
one of these bad boys, your 
coworkers or friends will flock 
to you from all directions, 
which, in a way, can serve as 
the perfect olive branch for 
forgetting to compliment their 
fresh haircut last week.

Price: RMB30 
Good for: Cantonese goodness, 
juicy shrimp, texture 
Search for: 红米肠 (hong-
michang)
Available on: Meituan Waimai, 
Baidu Waimai and Ele.me
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South China Gets Caffeinated  
By Bryan Grogan and Tristin Zhang

After a 20-minute ride along dusty mountain roads on an ancient red 
motorbike, we arrive at Mingqiang, a small settlement to the west of 
Zhen’an town, just outside of Yunfu city and near Guangdong’s border with 
Guangxi. 

ARE GUANGDONG’S 
COFFEE FARMS READY 
TO FLOURISH? 

Upon stepping off the two-wheeled 
relic, our friendly driver begins 
introducing us to Mingqiang’s local 

coffee farmers. One of whom, a man by the 
name of Feng You, leads us through broods 
of timid chickens that congregate at the var-
ious corners and alcoves of the mud street 
that connects village houses with the hilly 
terrain where coffee plants grow.  

Feng, formerly in the silkworm trade, 
was hired by a local company to take care 
of coffee plants that grow in clumps along 
the hilltops in this breathtakingly beautiful 
mountainous area. He gives us a brief tour 
of the crops and tells us how the coffee in-
dustry has provided a more stable source of 
income than his previous work. He doesn’t 

have to worry about pests and he gets a 
small pay-hike in his new line of work. 
Feng tells us he earns somewhere between 
RMB40,000 and RMB50,000 a year, which 
equates to somewhere between RMB3,300 
and RMB4,200 per month. 

Guangdong is not particularly well 
known for its coffee-growing chops, and 
neither is China. But all of that is chang-
ing as tea farming families begin to see the 

benefit in juggling both crops throughout 
a calendar year, according to South China 
Morning Post. Almost all of China’s coffee 
plantations are located in the Pu’er region 
in southwestern Yunnan province, where 
the famed pu’er tea is grown. There, thou-
sands of coffee-growing families compete in 
this emerging industry. 

Eric Baden is CEO and founder of Coffee 
Commune, a for-profit social enterprise 
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that contributes no less than 10 percent of 
its profits to providing education and provi-
sions for Yunnan-based farmers. He tells 
us that the production of coffee in China is 
certainly growing, but international interest 
must be swayed by greater care for the qual-
ity of coffee beans and farming methods. 

“Professional buyers and roasters have 
often been exposed to Chinese-grown cof-
fees before and many have experienced is-
sues with quality,” says Baden. “So here we 
have a lot of work ahead of us in terms of 
changing the perception that Chinese-grown 
coffee is cheap and ordinary.” 

While social enterprises like Eric’s are 
contributing to the continued growth in 
quality of beans harvested on China’s coffee 
farms, governmental subsidies help fund 
cooperatives who work the hills around 
Mingqiang village, providing millions of ren-
minbi in capital, as well as fertilizers, coffee 
seedlings, greenhouses and manpower, a 
local government worker told That’s. They 
purchase coffee beans from individual farm-
ers for RMB5 per one jin, or roughly half a 
kilogram. 

Zheng Xiaoxing is just one of the enter-
prising individuals who is taking advantage 
of China’s growing commitment to coffee. As 
regional manager of Kadi Mu Coffee Planting 
Cooperative in Yunfu City, Zheng helps to 
oversee 3,000 mu of coffee-growing land, 
which equates to just under 500 acres. 

Zheng’s cooperative grows a coffee 
varietal called Catimor, initially developed 
in Portugal in 1959. Catimor, or Kadi Mu, 

was made by scientists seeking a plant that 
would produce high yields and exhibit a 
high tolerance to diseases, according to 
Coffeehunter.com. Catimor coffee is grown 
throughout Vietnam and Indonesia, and 
works best at high altitudes.

Recently, Zheng has also been experi-
menting with the popular Asian palm civet 
method of producing a particularly lucrative 
form of coffee that’s sometimes referred to 
as ‘cat poo coffee.’ This method is popular 
in Southeast Asian countries like Indonesia 
where beans can sell for a small fortune. 
Zheng currently owns three civets, to whom 
he feeds coffee beans. He collects their fecal 
matter, which contains partially digested 
beans, and sells them for RMB300 per half 
kilogram. 

Zheng remains thoroughly optimistic 
about the financial rewards that coffee plant-
ing can provide. His co-operative first began 
investigating the area around Yunfu City in 
2007, and began planting in 2010. He tells us 
that 2018 was a particularly good year. 

But while China’s coffee industry appears 
to be off to a good start, it may be some time 
before the anticipated boom arrives.

“Coffee farming is very hard work, and 
the benefits of doing it right take several 
harvest seasons to materialize. When you 
first plant a coffee tree, it will take three to 
five years depending on the variety before 
it yields its first harvest,” Baden tells us. 
“This also means that it will take at least 
twice that time before you know if the ter-
roir (the combination of soil, topography 
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and weather) is suitable for the varietal you 
have chosen to plant. So when you start a 
new coffee plantation, thorough analysis of 
the terroir and research into what varietals 
thrive in similar terroir in other growing 
regions is vital.” 

With that being said, what comes 
next for China’s coffee-farming areas, like 
Mingqiang Village? Only time will tell… 
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The Place 
Shuiwei is admittedly packed 
with restaurants and tasty 
food choices, but the introduc-
tion of Starling, a burger truck 
from the folks behind Magpie, 
Woodpecker Smokehouse and 
Chickadee, is a more than wel-
come addition to the area’s list of 
burger purveyors. 

The Food
Starling is a burger truck, 
and it 

STARLING
Food Truck Fun

By Bryan Grogan 

stands to reason that burgers 
are the only thing on the menu. 
There’s no messing around 
here. Visitors can grab a clas-
sic burger topped with lettuce, 
tomatoes, onions, gherkins and 
‘starling sauce’ (RMB35), with 
the choice to add an extra pat-
ty (RMB15) and extra cheese 
(RMB5). Additional toppings 
(RMB3) come in the form of 
peppers, mushrooms, caramel-
ized onions, bacon, roasted 
garlic and jalapenos. 

As the bacon topping was 
not available the evening that 

we visited, we went for a 
classic burger with extra 

cheese and jalapenos. 
The burger 
was undoubt-
edly tasty, 
but adding 

extra cheese 
without an 

extra patty 
proved to 
be a mis-

take. 
We 
would 

recom-
mend visi-

tors in search of a meaty feast 
to pay more for another patty. 
Aside from that, the burger was 
a juicy treat. The bun was thick 
and fluffy, the vegetable toppings 
fresh as could be, the onions evi-
dent but not overwhelming. 

Another downside, though, 
was that our jalapenos, as well 
as the meat, got lost in the jum-
ble. While we were hoping for a 
spicy twist, we had to chew hard 
and long for the zest to kick in. 

The Vibe
As mentioned, Starling is based 
right in the midst of Shuiwei’s 
bustling urban village, right 
up the road from Juice Baby 
Cafe and no more than 20 feet 
from Woodpecker Smokehouse. 
Visitors can enjoy their burger 
beneath a parasol within a for-
giving arched alleyway, which 
helps to block out much of 
the wind of February’s wintry 
weather. If you’ve enjoyed a few 
pints, this is the perfect spot for 
an end-of-the-night bite, and 
probably a feast that your stom-
ach, and your sore head, will 
thank you for in the morning.

 
Price: RMB35-70 per person
Who’s going: village people, 
patty princes and princesses
Good for: end of the night burg-
ers, scrumptious lunch
Nearest metro: Fumin (Exit D), 
10 minute’s walk

Open daily, 3-11pm Shuiwei 1368 
Jiequ, Huanggang Gongyuan Yijie, 
Futian District 福田区皇岗公园一街水围
1368街区  0755 8380 2218 
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The Place
If you’re as tired of brows-
ing the same 10 generic pies 
at chain pizzerias as we are, 
you’ll be happy to know about 
a recent opening: The Pizza 
Factory, a DIY pizza restaurant 
from Guangzhou.

Set on the fifth floor of the 
Eslite Spectrum Building at 
the new MixC World shopping 
complex, The Pizza Factory of-
fers highly customizable pizzas, 
allowing patrons to select their 
own cheese, sauces and – wait 
for it – unlimited toppings. 

The Food
After chatting with our col-
leagues in Guangzhou, we 
decided to skip the shop’s set 
pizza options and order a 12-
inch DIY pizza (RMB88) right 
off the bat. Food production at 
The Pizza Factory is refreshing-
ly transparent and interactive, 
with your pizza made right in 
front of you in a five-minute 
process that’s comparable to a 
Subway sandwich shop. 

Staff will first inquire 
which cheese and sauce you’d 
like on your pie, before letting 
you pick toppings from a selec-

tion of over 30 foodstuffs, 
including corn, tomatoes, 
spinach and pineapple, as 
well as imported meats 
such as bacon, shrimp and 
calamari, among others.

Once assembled, our 
pizza was deposited in The 
Pizza Factory’s lightning-
fast oven (pies are cooked 
in only three minutes). It 
emerged perfectly baked, 
and was punch-your-taste-
buds-out-cold delicious.   

If pizza isn’t really your 
slice, the restaurant has a 
variety of other options, 
from wraps to pastas and 
meat-focused dishes. The 
party platter (RMB60) 
is perfect for families 
and groups of friends 
and comes with 24-hour 
marinated chicken wings, 
crispy calamari, Cajun fries, 
cheesy sweet potato fries 
and baked mac ‘n’ cheese.

What really impressed 
us, though, was the BBQ 
pork ribs (RMB108). 
Glazed a deep brown, the 
meat is delicately pre-
pared and provides an 
explosion of flavors and 
textures. 

Before we left, we 
indulged in a glass of 
passion fruit green tea 
(RMB33), which was bold-
ly fruity and came with 
sizeable chunks of iced 

fruit suspended in the liquid.

The Vibe
The outlet’s interior design 
displays a mix of homely 
wooden features and indus-
trial chic. Comfortable and 
inviting, The Pizza Factory 
is a restaurant for every oc-
casion: casual dinners with 
friends, fun date nights or 
a Sunday dinner with your 
kids.

Price: RMB90
Who’s going: families, picky 
eaters, hungry shoppers
Good for: DIY eats, a quick 
and casual meal 
Nearest metro: Hi-Tech Park 
(Exit A), 5 minutes’ walk

Open daily, Mon-Fri: 10am-10pm; 
Sat-Sun: 10am-10.30pm. L/503, 
Eslite Spectrum, MixC World (Hi-Tech 
Park), Shennan Dadao, Nanshan 
District | 南山区深南大道万象天地成品
生活L503 (0775 8695 2092)

THE PIZZA FACTORY
A Little Piz-za Heaven 
By Jonathan Zhong 
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松 ZONE.D
Gettin’ in the Zone
By Bryan Grogan 

E A T  &  D R I N K  |  N E W  R E S T A U R A N T

The Place
One of the more difficult res-
taurants that we’ve ever been 
tasked with locating, you can 
find 松Zone.D positioned snugly 
near the top of photo feeds on 
various Shenzhen foodie apps. 
As the darling of selfie stars 
the city over, 松Zone.D sits on 
the 22nd floor of a commercial 
building in South Futian, over-
looking a wide expanse of con-
crete jungle beneath. 

The interior is decorated 
with beanbags, balloons, deli-
cate white curtains and, inter-
estingly, a hell of a lot of yellow 
ducks. 

The Food
松Zone.D was opened by Mike 
Lo, a Chinese chef who recently 
returned from a seven-year 
sojourn in Ireland, where he 
worked in a variety of hotels, 
including the Sheraton. He 
gave us a personal introduction 
to the menu, which consists 
largely of fruit teas, snacks and 
delectable lunches. Ring ahead 
and Mike will prepare a din-
ner that changes everyday. For 
example, he may prepare steak 
and foie gras one day, and 

shrimp-based dishes the next. 
We went for the exclusive Italian meatball 

pasta (RMB48). The dish came well presented, 
with pasta and a spicy tomato sauce taking up 
center space on the plate, surrounded by small 
meatballs and a few slices of fried mushroom, 
while the entire plate was sprinkled with authen-
tic Parmesan cheese. While the meatballs were a 
bit dry for our liking, the fried mushrooms went 
down a treat, and we finished everything in the 
space of minutes, leaving us with plenty of time 
to enjoy a 500ml can of Budweiser (RMB35) 
and to explore the rest of the quaintly decorated 
store. 

The Vibe
松Zone.D has caught fire on Dianping since its 
opening, and we spotted a small group of locals 
who were taking advantage of the delectable dec-
orations, posing in and around the beanbags that 
lay largely untouched near the windows. Relaxed, 
urbane and above much of the city’s chaos, this 
restaurant is a healthy option for a quiet evening 
amongst old friends. 

Price:RMB50-100
Who’s going: selfie superstars, adventurous eaters
Good for: city views, comfortable surroundings
Nearest metro: Shixia (Exit A) 10 minutes’ walk

Open daily, 11am-9pm; 2206, Building B, Xintian Shiji 
Commercial Center, Shixia, Futian District 福田区石厦新天世
纪商务中心B栋2206 （星巴克旁BC座大堂上5楼转B座电梯到22
楼）135 1018 8331
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MATCHES COCKTAIL & WHISKEY
Come On Baby, Light My Fire
By Jonathan Zhong

 N E W  B A R  |  E A T  &  D R I N K

Do you feel drained by the ol’ 9am-9pm 
routine (let’s face it, this is Shenzhen)? 
We sure do, which is why we were de-

lighted to recently discover Matches Cocktail 
& Whiskey, a fun new cocktail spot in Futian 
with a dope terrace and great views.

Tucked inside the Jinrun building, which 
is located about three minutes’ walk from 
Chegongmiao Metro Station, Matches Cocktail 
& Whiskey is owned by Chris Wong, a business-
man involved in the medical industry by day and 
a bar proprietor by night. Deeply aware of the 
stressful lives that office workers lead, he aims 
to provide visitors with an escape from the mo-
notony of big city life.

The interior of the bar boasts a distinctly 
Japanese touch, and, after entering the space, we 
grabbed a seat and began perusing the menu, 
which includes over 10 house specialties, along 
with a host of classic cocktails, whiskeys, wines 
and shots.  

With soothing tropical house music set-
ting the tone, we decided to start our boozy 
escapade off with the chanshi yu, or ‘rain in 
the season of cicadas’ (RMB98), a whiskey-
based cocktail made with homemade passion 
fruit puree, pineapple juice, lemon juice and 
Angostura bitters. While we found the bever-
age Frankenstein-ish, we reckon fans of fruit-
laden drinks won’t be disappointed.   

To strike a balance, we then sampled 
the classic pina colada (RMB88), a beverage 
from the beautiful island of Puerto Rico that 
arrived in a tall glass garnished with foliage 
and a lime. The beverage was creamy and 
cool, and lived up to our high expectations for 
Caribbean cocktails. 

While Chegongmiao is not short on trendy 
bars, Matches is all about chill vibes and beau-
tiful cityscapes. Try it, we know you’ll like it.

Price: RMB88-108
Who’s going: tired office workers, friends, 
lovers
Good for: cozy vibes, soothing music, whis-
key-based cocktails
Nearest Metro: Chenggongmiao (Exit C), 5 
minutes’ walk

Open daily, 7pm-2am. L/4, Jinrun Building, Tairan Jiu Lu, 
Futian District 福田区泰然九路金润大厦4楼 (177 0400 4065)
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HEAR

The Super VC  Alternative

Comparable to The Strypes, or perhaps The Monkees, The Super VC are a group 
of young lads with a flurry of pretty catchy tunes. In the fashion of boy bands, 
they have a very distinct style, wearing military garb a la Coldplay during the Viva 
la Vida phase (what does that say about Coldplay?). This event is a good one for 
musically inclined youngsters. 
Fri Mar 1, 8.30pm; RMB80 presale, RMB100 at the door. B10 Live, North side of Building C2, 
North Area, OCT-Loft, Xiangshan Dong Jie, Nanshan District, 南山区香山东街华侨城创意文
化园北区C2栋北侧 (showstart.com)

Kadinja  Metal

French nuclear metal band Kadinja are touring around the country this February. 
With their most recent album, Ascendancy, in tow, the group will visit 11 major 
cities around China. Their avant-garde approach to metal is at once explosive 
and melodic and reminds us of the oh-so-famous math rock genre at times. 
Tue Feb 26, 8.30pm; RMB120 presale, RMB160 at the door. B10, North side of Building 
C2, North Area, OCT-Loft, Xiangshan Dong Jie, Nanshan District, 南山区香山东街华侨城
创意文化园北区C2栋北侧 (weidian.com)

Lillies and Remains  Post  Punk

Ne Obliviscaris  Black  Metal To Dear You  Valentine’s  Day

One of the leading lights in Tokyo’s post punk/nu wave scene, Lillies and 
Remains are a silver lining to Shenzhen’s lackluster music showing in the 
month of February. For an introductory example to their sound, have a listen 
to their dark, baritone take on The Smiths’ ‘Some Girls are Bigger than Others.’ 
They occupy the space between Echo and the Bunnymen’s melodic post punk 
and the electric pop of Depeche Mode.    
Fri Feb 22, 8.30pm; RMB90 presale, RMB120 at the door. B10, North side of Building C2, 
North Area, OCT-Loft, Xiangshan Dong Jie, Nanshan District, 南山区香山东街华侨城创意文
化园北区C2栋北侧 (showstart.com)

More metal, this time from Australian 
group Ne Obliviscaris, whose live 
avant-garde black metal shows have 
been praised by many. Their new al-
bum, Urn, is a microcosm of what the 
band are all about: dark, intense and 
furious music. Metalheads, be sure 
not to miss this one. 
Thu Feb 28, 8.30pm; RMB100-170. B10, 
North side of Building C2, North Area, OCT-
Loft, Xiangshan Dong Jie, Nanshan District, 
南山区香山东街华侨城创意文化园北区C2
栋北侧(showstart.com)

This Valentine’s Day-themed music 
event uses romantic films and TV 
shows, such as Crossing the Ocean 
to You, Houlaide Women and Naxie 
Nian to bring cinematic, love to life. 
Celebrate the most romantic day of 
the year in the company of the one 
you love and, if you purchase a VIP 
ticket, pick up a lovely bouquet for 
your significant other.  
Thu Feb 14, 7.30pm; RMB180, RMB299 
VIP. A8 Livehouse, 2/F, A8 Music Mansion, 
1002 Keyuan Lu, Nanshan District 南山区
科园路1002号A8音乐大厦2层. (showstart.
com)
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Canadian Women’s  Hockey 

From Bologna to the World Children’s Illustration

The Canadian Women’s Hockey League will play in Shenzhen on four separate 
dates throughout February. Catch China’s own Kunlun Red Stars as they battle it 
out on the ice with teams from Toronto, Calgary and more.  
Various dates until Feb 23, 2.30/7.30pm; RMB88-1,288. Universiade Sports Center, 3001 
Longxiang Dadao, Longgang District 龙岗区龙翔大道3001号 (8998 0111)

Launched in 1967 by the Bologna Children’s Book Fair, the Bologna Illustrators 
Exhibition showcases the latest illustrated works by artists from around the 
world. The event this time will display 486 illustrated pieces created by 76 
artists in 2017, which should guarantee a fun experience for both kids and 
parents. 
Daily until Mar 30, 10am-9.30pm; RMB150 presale, RMB200 at the door. Yealife, L4, Yealife, 
Yantian Holiday Plaza, 9028 Shennan Dadao, Nanshan District 南山区深南大道9028号益田
假日广场L4 yealife艺术空间 (8629 8000) (Piaoniu)

Sui Jiangguo: System 2008-2018  Sculpture

Angry Birds Store in the Sky  Exhibition

Globally renowned sculptor Sui Jianguo has shifted between various styles of 
the art form over the past decade, after parting ways with modernist sculpture 
and conceptual art in 2008. This exhibition displays works created during this 
period of change and aims to show how he has gradually formed his unique 
individual style. 
Tue-Sun until Apr 7, 10am-5.30pm; free entry. OCAT, Bldg. F2, Enping Jie, OCT Loft, Nanshan 
District 南山区恩平街华侨城创意文化园南区F2栋 (2691 5007 / 2691 5100)

While Peppa Pig may be the talk of 
the town right now, be sure not to 
miss out on the peculiar charms 
of the Angry Bird characters as a 
unique and fun stage show comes to 
Shenzhen. Fun for the whole family, 
this show combines music and dance 
performances, acrobatics and more. 
Sat-Sun Mar 2-3, 8pm; RMB100-480. 
Shenzhen Poly Theater, Baoli Culture 
Square, Houhaibin Lu, Houhai, Nanshan 
District 深圳市南山区后海滨路保利文化广
场保利剧院 (247 tickets)

Thanks to this event, you don’t need 
to fly to London to browse some of 
The British Museum’s most popular 
collections. Simply ascend to the 
116th floor of Ping An Finance 
Center, and you can look at over 70 
relics that are among the museum’s 
favorite pieces. Though all of them 
are replicas, the dizzying height of 
Shenzhen’s tallest skyscraper should 
make the visit worthwhile.
Daily until Feb 28, 10am-10pm; RMB180. 
Ping An Finance Center, 16 Fuhua Si Jie, 
Futian District 福田区益田路与福华路交汇
处西南 (Orange ticketing)

SEE
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Poon Choi Feast Chinese New Year Treats at The Langham

Celebrate Spring Festival this month with a gorgeous poon choi meal at 
Courtyard by Marriott Shenzhen Northwest. Poon choi is a Hakka dish made 
in a large porcelain bowl and is sometimes referred to as Chinese casserole. 
The dish can contain a wide range of ingredients, including pork, beef, lamb, 
chicken, abalone, mushrooms and much more. 
Until Feb 28, 11am-10.30pm; contact 2708 8888 for price info. Courtyard by Marriott 
Shenzhen Northwest, No.6259 Baoan Avenue, Baoan District 宝安区福海街道宝安大道6259
号 (2708 8888)

If you happen to be staying in the city for Chinese New Year this February, why 
not sample some of the culinary delights that will be on offer around the city. 
The Langham will be presenting a set of three different dinner menus for folks 
who are in the mood to get into the festive spirit.
Until Feb 5, all day; RMB6,888-13,888. The Langham Shenzhen, 7888 Shennan Dadao, 
Futian District 福田区深南大道7888号

Valentine’s Yoga

Spend time working on your solo 
asana, then join with your partner for 
trust exercises and partner yoga, be-
fore participating in almost an hour 
of acroyoga in pairs. Once all of that 
is done you can relax with therapeu-
tic flying and a Thai massage. Sounds 
relaxing to us!
Feb 16, 6-8pm; RMB300. Haven Studio, 
Room 402A, BLD C, Wanrong Tower, 
No.1029 Nanhai Dadao, Nanshan District 
南山区南海大道1029号万融大厦C座402A 
(2165 1841)

DO

DO

New Year’s Celebration  Hotel Stay and Buffet
Celebrate the arrival of the Year of the Pig at 
Sheraton Dameisha Resort, where a number of 
room packages are on offer, allowing you the 
chance to enjoy glorious edibles at the hotel’s 
Feast restaurant, which offers exquisite seafood, 
barbequed delights and a signature Chinese 
cuisine buffet dinner with free flow of red and 
white wine. 
Mon-Sat Feb 4-9, 5.30pm. Book via WeChat ID 深圳
大梅沙京基喜来登酒店 for discounted meal price 
(RMB258), room prices from RMB1,998 and up. 
Sheraton Dameisha Resort, Shenzhen, 9 Yankui Lu, 
Dameisha, Yantian District 盐田区大梅沙盐葵路9号 
(8888 6688, 8888 6688-3725)

TASTE
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HK MO

HONG KONG & MACAU CALENDAR

UNTIL MAR 17 
TUE-SUN   

The 3rd Macao Printmaking 
Triennial, 10am-7pm; free. Macao 
Contemporary Art Centre – Navy Yard 
No. 1. 
The 3rd Macao Printmaking 
Triennial is happening this month 
and will feature works from around 
the globe and promote the devel-
opment of printmaking art. Seeking 
innovation while adhering to artis-
tic traditions, these works not only 
reflect the artists’ in-depth study 
of techniques, but also combine 
innovative processes such as plate 
making.

ONGOING     
DAILY  

Bungee Jump, various times; 
RMB2,690 standard, RMB3,390 full 
(including afternoon tea), RMB6,480 
full for two (including afternoon tea). 
Macau Tower (247tickets.com) 
Dropping 233 meters from the 
Macau Tower is a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience and one hell of an 
adrenaline rush. Enjoy a breathtak-
ing view of the Pearl River Delta 
from the city’s tallest structure, 
before unleashing your inner dare-
devil and partaking in the world’s 
highest bungee jump. 

ONGOING  
WED-SUN  

Elekron, 8pm; RMB292-945. Studio 
City (247tickets.com) 
Dubbed the world’s most electrify-
ing stunt show, Elekron takes place 
in 2088, when human civilization 
has been destroyed by raging elec-
tric storms and a nomadic tribe 
of survivors must battle the forces 
of nature and harness electrical 
power. With over 150 cast, crew 
and creative specialists, Elekron is 
an action-packed spectacle that 
will keep you on the edge of your 
seat.

ONGOING 
DAILY

The House of Dancing Water, 
5pm/8pm; RMB430-1,320. City of 
Dreams (247tickets.com) 
One of the City of Dreams’ most 
iconic shows, The House of Dancing 
Water is an incredible production 
that’s garnered an international 
reputation. The show is staged in a 
purpose-built theater that includes 
such innovations as a gigantic (and 
record-breaking) 3.7 million-gallon 
pool. In addition to the perfor-
mance’s epic storyline, guests will 
be dazzled by the spectacular cos-
tumes and special effects. 

FEB 15-16
FRI-SAT

Philip Glass’ David Bowie. 8pm; 
HKD120-320. Tseun Wan Town Hall.
(Ticketflap)
It is hard to overstate the influ-
ence that David Bowie has had on 
modern music. Here, another awe-
inspiringly influential musician, 
minimalist composer Philip Glass, 
takes to the stage to interpret 
Bowie’s Heroes, the second in his 
Berlin Trilogy made during the late 
’70s. Described as a sincere tribute 
to Bowie’s life and work, this show 
should be a musical force. 

FEB 17
SUN 

Hong Kong Marathon. 5.45am. 
Nathan Road.
Whether you are taking part or 
just acting as a spectator, attend 
this massive marathon event and 
you might come away with new 
motivation for your post Chinese 
New Year life. Registration is most 
certainly closed, but you can join 
the crowds at Nathan Road to 
watch the runners set off on their 
42-kilometer journey around the 
city. 

FEB 21
THU

Craig David. 11pm; HKD490. PLAY.
(Ticketflap)
Craig David has had a whirlwind 

career. While some may credit him 
as the man who brought UK ga-
rage to the mainstream, alongside 
Artful Dodger, others remember 
him solely for his appearance on 
the TV show Bo’ Selecta! Either 
way, you can’t deny that the man 
has bars. He’s gone through a 
musical rebirth of late, with his 
last album, The Time is Now, see-
ing him team up with the likes of 
Kaytranada and Ella Mai. 

FEB 22-24
FRI-SUN

Vegetarian Food Asia. 10.30am-
8pm; HKD20. Hong Kong Convention 
and Exhibition Center.
Veggiesauruses can head to Hong 
Kong this month to enjoy an excel-
lent foodie festival geared towards 
a healthy and sustainable lifestyle. 
While the event is a trade show 
first, portions of the hall are given 
over to workshops and booths 
geared towards public visitors. 

UNTIL MARCH 19
TUE-SAT

Hikari Shimoda: Can Pop Art Show 
the Way to Nivana? Free entry. 
11am-7pm Over The Influence.
Hikari Shimoda’s work is at once 
cute, absorbing and attractive, 
but beneath the doe-eyed chil-
dren that populate her pop art 
portraits resides a certain worldly 
urgency. She uses her anime and 
manga influences to probe deeper 
questions about youth, natural 
disasters and more. Catch her this 
month for her first-ever solo exhi-
bition in Hong Kong. 
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HOTEL NEWS
The Langham, 
Shenzhen 
Delicious Treats 
for a Prosperous 
Lunar New Year
If you happen to be 
staying in the city for 
Chinese New Year this 
February, come sam-
ple some of the best 
culinary delights in 
town. The Langham, 
Shenzhen will be pre-
senting a set of three 
unique dinner menus 
for big, happy families 
looking to get into the 
festival spirit.
RMB6,888-13,888. Prices are 
subject to 10 percent service 
charge and 6 percent tax. 7888 
Shennan Dadao, by Nongyuan Lu 
福田区 深南大道7888号

Shangri-La Hotel, Shenzhen  
Valentine’s Day Specials 
Looking to spend Valentine’s Day in a romantic setting with 
the one you love? Shangri-La Hotel, Shenzhen have a trio of 
great settings to choose from. Try 360°Bar for superb views 
of Hong Kong’s New Territories and the Shenzhen skyline, go 
to Shang Palace for delicious Cantonese edibles or cook your 
own tasty treats at Coffee Garden. The choice is all yours!
East Side of Railway Station, 1002 Jianshe Lu, Luohu District 罗湖区建设路1002号火
车站东侧

HOTEL PROMOTIONS

Shenzhen Marriott Hotel Golden Bay  
Delectable Chinese New Year Feast
Celebrate Chinese New Year with delicious, traditional Hakka 
poon choi (RMB2,380/set, Feb 1-28), including fresh Dalian 
abalones, selected sea cucumbers and superior dried scal-
lops. At Shenzhen Marriott Hotel Golden Bay’s Man Ho 
restaurant, you can tuck into a fresh blend of Cantonese and 
Teochew dim sum (Feb 5-11), and count down the arrival of 
the Year of the Pig with a splendid dining experience featur-
ing traditional dishes such as steamed grouper, stewed pork 
trotter with seaweed and sauteed Angus beef with mat-
sutake mushrooms (RMB2,388-12,888, Feb 4-11).
33 Zonglv Dadao, Dapeng New District大鹏新区棕榈大道 33 号

Sheraton Dameisha Resort, Shenzhen
Weekend Getaway 
Reward yourself after a year of hard work with featured room pack-
ages at Sheraton Dameisha Resort, Shenzhen. Choose from the family 
package for the whole gang, a romantic package for the lovebirds and 
a spa package or a two-night stay. Enjoy delectable food at Sheraton 
Dameisha’s Feast restaurant and savor exquisite seafood, barbeque 
and signature Chinese cuisine at their special buffet dinner. Or, go for 
the New Year afternoon tea, which is available until February 28.  
Book via WeChat ID 深圳大梅沙京基喜来登酒店 for discounted meal price (RMB258) and rooms 
from RMB1,998. 9 Yankui Lu, Dameisha, Yantian District盐田大梅沙盐葵路9号
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CITY SCENES
Grand Opening of The Peak at Langham Place, Guangzhou

The Peak is located on the fifth floor of the hotel in an open space. 
Inspired by the triangular design common of a chapel, The Peak is 
shaped in a way that’s both stylish and elegant, and has glass walls to 
maximize natural lighting inside the structure during the day. It looks 
even more dreamy with lighting effects during the night. It is a perfect 
venue for not only weddings, receptions and fashion shows, but also 
private parties and other customized events.

(Supported by               and                     )
Wellness Carnival at Guangzhou United Family Hospital 

Guangzhou United Family Hospital is committed to promoting a healthy 
lifestyle. As such, the hospital co-hosted its first-ever Wellness Carnival 
with Global Friendship (GF) on January 19. The event featured a range 
of informative activities, demos and classes. Attendees enjoyed a day of 
yoga, boxing, health seminars and lucky draw prizes. They also helped 
the hospital to support the local community with a blood drive and recy-
cled clothing collection. 

(Supported by               )
The Sound of Q-dance 

(Supported by               )

Avenues: The World School’s Shenzhen Campus Opening 
Ceremony   

On January 19, the opening ceremony of Avenues: The World School’s 
new Shenzhen campus, which is planning to open in the fall of this 
year, was held in Shenzhen Block 16 Creative Park. During the event, 
hundreds of guests learned about Avenues’ educational philosophy, 
which places emphasis on innovation and creativity, and also got the 
chance to experience it firsthand through an exhibition of innovative 
objects built by Avenues’ own students.

The Sound of Q-dance came to Shenzhen, China for the very first time 
on January 12. The show was a smash hit, as full-color lasers com-
bined with the hardstyle sounds of performers like Ran-D, MC Villain 
and Gunz For Hire to inspire awesome audience reactions. What a 
fantastic debut for the hardstyle event! We can’t wait for Q-dance’s 
return!

(Supported by               )
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Scan for complete listings
Want to see all restaurants, hotels and more in 
Shenzhen? Check out  www.thatsmags.com or follow 
our official WeChat account by scanning the QR code.LISTINGS

OPEN  DOOR

MUINE’S BEEF NOODLE SOUP
Oodles of Noodles
Fancy a bowl of beef noodle soup with authentic Vietnamese flavor? Muine Café 
has got you covered! Cooked for eight hours using fresh beef bone and a vari-
ety of spices, the flavor is simply mouthwatering. Made with their high-quality 
Vietnam-imported noodles and garnishes such as hand-made beef balls, fresh 
beef and bean sprouts, this meal is guaranteed to leave you feeling satisfied.

Available at all Muine’s outlets in Shenzhen. L2-203, Coco Park, Fuhua San Lu, Futian District福田
区福华三路COCO Park 二楼-203 (8271 2527)

Winner of a That's Food & 
Drink Award 2018

FOOD & DRINK
AMERICAN

Element Fresh 1) 1/F, Zone B, Sea World, 
Shekou, Nanshan District (2681 4848) 2) L2-
7/7A, Wongtee Plaza, 118 Fuhua San Lu, 
Futian District (8323 7249) 1) 南山区海上世界广
场B区B130-210号 2) 福田区福华三路118号皇庭国
商购物广场L2-7/7A号 
 

 Baia Burger Concept 1) 1C-
077-078A, 1/F, Shopping Park, Fuhua San 
Lu, Futian District (8290 6696) 2) A2303 3/
F, Second Building Section A, Sea World, 
Shekou, Nanshan District (2681 8890) 1) 福田
区福华三路购物公园1楼078A 2) 深圳市南山区蛇
口海上世界A区2座3楼3号

The Butchers Club B101A, PAFC Mall, Ping 
An Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Lu, Futian 
District (8272 5669) 福田区益田路5033号平安金
融中心B1，下沉式广场B101A商铺（观光厅入口旁
边）

Morton's Grille N901, 9/F, PAFC Mall, Ping 
An Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Lu, Futian 
District (8326 8333) 福田区益田路5033号平安
金融中心9楼N901

 Hard Rock Cafe Shenzhen 9 
Mission Hills Blvd, Longhua New District 
(3395 2888) 龙华新区观澜高尔夫大道9号www.
hardrockhotels.com/shenzhen

Blue Frog Shop 28, 2/F, Wongtee Plaza, 
118 Fuhua San Lu, Futian District (8255 
3646) 福田区福华三路118号皇庭国商购物广
场2层28铺

CHINESE

CANTONESE

Hoi Fan 1) North gate L/F, Yijing Central 
Walk Shopping Mall, 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian 
District (8322 6165) 2) Rm 16 3/F, Raffles 
City, 2163 Nanhai Dadao, Nanshan District 
(2640 8664) 1) 福田区福华一路3号新怡景商
业中心L层北大门 2) 南海大道2163号来福士广
场3层16号

Diandoude Dim Sum 4/F, Greater China 
IFC, Shennan Dadao and Caitian Lu Inter-
change, Futian District (8321 9215) 福田区
深南大道和彩田路交汇处大中华IFC四楼

Jade Garden 22-31 L2/F, Yitian Holiday 
Plaza, 9028 Shennan Dadao, Nanshan Dis-
trict (8860 6228) 南山区深南大道9028号益田
假日广场L2楼22-31号

SICHUAN

Rong Yue 1) 468 4/F, MIXC, 1881, Bao'an 
Nan Lu, Luohu District (2221 6888) 2) L3/F, 
Yitian Holiday Plaza, 9028 Shennan Dadao, 
Nanshan District (8665 6877) 1) 罗湖区宝安
南路1881号华润万象城一期4层468号2) 南山区深
南大道9028号益田假日广场3层

Lan Ting 23/F, Hilton Shenzhen Futian, 
Tower B, Great China IFC, 1003 Shennan 
lu, Futian District (2130 8888) 福田区深南大
道1003号大中华国际金融中心B座大深圳中华希
尔顿酒店23楼

SHANGHAINESE

Crystal Jade La Mian Xiao Long Bao B1/F, 
KK MALL, 5016 Shennan Dong Lu, Futian 
District (2265 9183) 福田区深南东路5016号
KKMALL京基百纳空间B1层

Din Tai Fung 3/F, MixC, 1881, Bao'an Nan 
Lu, Luohu District (2598 2779) 罗湖区宝安南
路1881号华润万象城一期3层

Shanghai Min A-1F, OCT Bay, 13 Baishi 
Dong Lu, Nanshan District (4008209777) 
南山区白石路东13号欢乐海岸曲水湾A-1F 

ITALIAN

PAPI Italian Restaurant N702, 7/F, Ping 
An Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Lu, Futian 
District (8326 6833) 福田区益田路5033号平安
金融中心7楼N702号

Artisans 1/F, Block A, Poly Cultural Center, 
Houhaibin Lu, by Haide San Dao (8628 
7109) 南山区 保利文化广场A区40号店铺
 
Alla Torre #101, Area B, Sea World, 1128 
Wanghai Lu, Shekou, Nanshan District (2685 
1322) 南山区蛇口望海路1128号海上世界B区101

Blue Italian Seafood & Grill Restaurant 
3/F, The Venice Raytour Hotel Shenzhen, 
9026 Shennan Dadao, Nanshan District 
(2693 6888) 南山区深南大道9026号深圳威尼斯
睿途酒店3楼意大利餐厅

 Baia Restaurant Bar Grill B301, 
Bldg B, Zone B, Sea World Square, Shekou, 
Nanshan District (2681 8836) 南山区蛇口海
上世界广场B区3楼B301

La Terrazza 1/F, Grand Hyatt Shenzhen, 
1881 Baoan Nan Lu, by Jiabing Lu (2218 
7338) 罗湖区宝安南路1881号深圳君悦酒店

Paletto 2/F, The Ritz-Carlton, 116 Fuhua 
San Lu, Futian District (2222 2222) 福田区福
华三路116号深圳星河丽思卡尔顿酒店二层

 Oggi Trattoria Pizzeria 3-14 
Golden Century Lu, Phase 3, Coastal Rose 
Garden, Shekou, Nanshan District (2689 
0118) 南山区蛇口金世纪路南海玫瑰花园三期金
世纪路3-14号

PIZZA

Pizza Express Shop 568, 5/F, the MixC, 
1881 Bao'an Nan Lu, Luohu District (2215 
9036) 罗湖区宝安南路1881号万象城5楼568
号商铺

Kiwi Pizza 1) Shop B14, COCO Park, by 
Fuhua Lu (8329 2299) 2) 8 Outlets Minkang 
Lu, by Huanan Lu 3) B1, 138 Mintian Lu, by 
Fuhua Yi Lu 1) 福田区购物公园B1楼地铁商业街
B14铺 2)龙华新区奥特莱斯8号仓店 3) 福田区民田
路138号购物公园B1楼

Baia Da Marco Shop #28 Coastal Rose Gar-
den, Shekou, Nanshan District, shenzhen 
(2681 8849)  南山区蛇口街道望海路南海玫瑰花
园（二期）33—36裙楼28

NYPD New York Pizza Delivery 1) Shop 
26, HaichangJie, 1 Gongyuan Nan Lu (8887 
6973) 2) 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, by Zhongxin Si Lu 
(8887 6973) 1) 南山区公园南路1号海尚国际26
号铺 2)福田区福华一路中心城FL1015商铺

FRENCH

Belle-Vue Grill 37/F, Grand Hyatt Shen-
zhen, 1881 Bao'an Nan Lu, Luohu District 
(2218 7338) 罗湖区宝安南路1881号君悦酒
店37楼 
 
L’etoile Building A 302-303, Ecological 
PLAZA, OCT, Nanshan District (8166 8111)
南山区华侨城生态广场A 栋302-303

 La Maison Shop 108, Nanhai 
Rose Garden, 91 Wanghai Lu, Nanshan 
District (2685 7030) 南山区望海路91号南海玫
瑰花园108号

Taste Moment Restaurant 1st floor, Bldg 
1, Block A, 1979 Cultural and Creative Park, 
1011 Qiaoxiang Lu, Futian District (8255 
6173) 福田区侨香路1011号1979文化生活新领
域A区1栋1层

GERMAN

Haxnbauer 1) L1C-055B, 1/F, Coco Park, 
Fuhua San Lu, Futian District (8359 2080) 
2) L1-15, Raffles City, 2163 Nanhai Ave, 
Nanshan District (8652 6580) 1) 福田区福华
三路星河Coco Park一楼L1C-055B 2) 南山区南
海大道2163号福士广场L1-15 
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LISTINGS

OPEN  DOOR

BEEF GALORE AT MORTON'S GRILLE
Beef Up Your Foodie Experience
Morton’s Grille now offers you a beef selection like no other. Head over to their 
Ping An Finance Center location for some Côte de Boeuf (850g) with roasted 
bone marrow (RMB1,188), which is sure to impress with its rich flavor and 
abundant marbling. You can also try their dry-aged bone-in strip loin (380g, 
RMB488) or dry-aged steak for some unrivaled tender meat. 

N901 PAFC Mall, Ping An Finance Center, No. 5033 Yitian Lu, Futian District
福田区益田路5033号平安金融中心N901 (8326 8333)

CELEBRATE LOVE WITH AUSTRAL-
IAN WAGYU BEEF TENDERLOIN
Mouth Watering Meat Feasts
Have any special dinner plans for Valentine’s Day? Make this holiday one to re-
member at Shangri-La’s 360 Bar, Restaurant & Lounge. Enjoy tender Australian 
Wagyu beef tenderloin, caramelized carrot purée and ‘Café de Paris’ butter and 
truffle-beef sauce. With this romantic set menu priced at RMB1,888 for two 
people, you won’t want to miss out.

Shangri-La Hotel Shenzhen, East Side of Shenzhen Railway Station, No. 1002 JianShe Lu, Luohu 
District 深圳香格里拉大酒店深圳市罗湖区建设路1002号火车站东侧 (86755 8233 0888)

 
 Paulaner Brauhaus 1) C-005, 

Huanchuan Square, Sea World, Shekou, 
Nanshan District (2668 7230) 2) 8/F, Shop 
801, PAFC Mall,Ping’An Finance Centre, 
5033 Yitian Lu, Futian District (8253 5187) 
1) 南山区蛇口海上世界环船广场C-005 2)福田区
益田路5033号平安金融中心8楼801

SPANISH

Ling Spanish Kitchen 1011 Qiao Xiang 
Dong Lu, 1979 Cultural Park, Nanshan Dis-
trict (8322 7522) 南山区侨香东路1011号1979
文化新天地B区1层

MIDDLE EASTERN

Bus Grill Turkish Steakhouse Shop 134, 
1/F, Shopping Park B Area, Futian District 
(158 2044 6962) 福田区购物公园B区134铺

Les 5 Chef's Miznon 143 Laojie, Shekou, 
Nanshan District (132 5889 0561) 南山蛇
口老街143号

The Istanbul Restaurant 1-22 Huafa Bei 
Lu, Huaqiangbei Jiedao, Futian District 
(3309 7180) 福田区华强北街道华发北路1-22号

MEXICAN

 Teqo FL1018, Yijing Central Walk 
Shopping Mall, 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian Dis-
trict. (18928448542) 福田区福华一路3号怡景
中心城FL1018号铺

Orale No. 1026, Zhonghang Beiyuan V 
Shangjie, Zhenhua Lu, Huaqiangbei, Futian 
District (2396 4990) 福田区华强北振华路中航
北苑V尚街1026号铺

Tacos 3118#, Sea World Square, 32 Taizi 
Lu, Shekou, Nanshan District (2161 1006) 
南山区蛇口太子路32号海上世界广场A3118店铺

Latina No. 1128, Sea World, Wanghai Lu, 
by Nanhai Dadao (2667 7679) 南山区蛇口望
海路1128号海上世界广场C区

INDIAN

Bombay Indian Restaurant & Bar Shops 
20-24, Sea World, Nanshan District (2667 
6049) 南山区海上世界商铺20-24号

Saffron Indian Restaurant and Bar Floor 
B1, Jinhu Hotel, 1005 Wenjin Lu, Luohu 
District (8219 1115) 罗湖区文锦中路1005号锦
湖宾馆地下一层 
 
Indian Cottage Shop 48-49, 2/F, Area A, 
Poly Cultural Centre, Wenxin Wu Lu, Nan-
shan District (8628 7265) 南山区文心五路保
利文化广场A区2楼48-49号商铺

 
Little Papa Indian Restaurant #116, 
Building 6, Nanhai E-Cool, Taizi Lu, Shekou, 
Nanshan District (2686 0020) 南山区蛇口太
子路南海意库6栋116号

JAPANESE

BOA 3/F, West side of  International Bar 
Street, Sea World, Shekou, Nanshan District 
(130 4894 9034) 南山区蛇口海上世界国际酒
吧街西侧三楼

Tang Ben Jia #FL1011, L/F, Yijing Central 
Walk Shopping Mall, 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian 
District (8280 1086) 福田区福华一路3号怡景中
心城广场L楼FL1011号

Bincho Ya L120-121, Bldg 2, Times Square 
Excellence, Fuhua Lu, Futian District (8278 
2760) 福田区福华路卓越时代广场二期L120
－L121店 
 
 

 Komachi B-132, North Side, 

Shopping Park, Futian District (8290 5806) 
福田区购物公园北园B区132号 
 
Kyoku Japanese Cuisine B-17 Qushui 
Bay, OCT Bay, 50 Baishi Lu East, Nanshan 
District (8654 1122) 南山区白石路东50号欢乐
海岸曲水湾B-17

Nishimura 1/F, Macro Polo Hotel, Fuhua Yi 
Lu, by Mintian Lu (3339 7709) 福田中心区福
华一路马哥孛罗好日子酒店1楼

Kanpai Classic 9/F, PAFC Mall, Ping An 
Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Road, Futian 
District (6182 2987) 福田区福华三路平安金
融中心第9楼 
 

KOREAN

Minikor Kitchen L01-B01, Coco Park, 269 
Fuhua San Lu, by Mintian Lu, Futian District 
(8606 9266) 福田区民田路福华三路269号星河
Coco Park L1-B0

Bornga Korean Cuisine A-11A, Qushui 
Wan, OCT Bay, 42 Baishi Lu East, Nanshan 
District (8654 1158) 南山区白石路东42号欢乐
海岸曲水湾A-11A

VIETNAMESE

Lian Shop 562, 5/F, The MIXC Shenzhen, 
Luohu District (8266 6366) 罗湖区万象城商
场5楼562铺

Muine 1) L2-203, Coco Park, Fuhua San 
Lu, Futian District (8271 2527) 2) B139 
and B139-2, B1/F, Jiufang Shopping Mall, 
ShennanZhong Lu, Futian District (2681 
7828) 3) No. 219, 2/F, Shekou Garden City 
Center, Nanshan District (2681 7828) 4) 
B2-017A, King Glory Plaza, Luohu District 
(2220 3052) 5) RL1094B, Yijing Central 
Walk Shopping Mall, 3 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian 
District (8273 2993) 6) G-025B, OCT Bay 
Shopping mall, 13 Baishi Dong Lu, Nanshan 
District (8671 7326) 1) 福田区福华三路COCO 
Park L2-203 2) 福田区深南中路华强北九方购
物中心B1层B139 & B139-2 3) 南山区南海大道
1086号花园城中心第2楼219号铺 4) 罗湖区人民
南路金光华广场B2层B2-017A号 5) 福田区福华三
路中心城广场L层RL1094B号 6) 南山区滨海大道
2008号欢乐海岸购物中心G-025B

Mon Saigon Block B, 1979 Cultural and 
Creative Park, by Qiaoxiang Lu, Futian 
District (8270 3282) 福田区侨香路1979文化
生活新领域B区

Pho Nam Shop B26C, Link City Passage, 
by Fuhua Lu (8255 7048) 福田区连城新天地
B26C商铺

THAI

 The Terrace Restaurant & 
Bar #201, Sea World Square, 32 Taizi Lu, 
Shekou, Nanshan District (2682 9105) 南山
区蛇口太子路32号海上世界广场商铺201

Very Siam 1/F, A3 Bldg, Xiangshan Dong 
Jie, OCT-Loft, Nanshan District (8623 3225)
南山区OCT创意园香山东街A3栋1楼

Yes Thai 1) 4/F, KK Shopping Mall, KK 
Financial Centre, 5016 Shennan Dong Lu, 
by Hongbao Lu (2290 0333) 2) 5/F, Costal 
City, 33 Wenxin Wu Lu, by Haide Yi Dao 
(8635 9989) 1) 罗湖区深南东路5016号京基百
纳空间购物中心4楼 2) 南山区文心五路33号海岸
城购物中心五楼

La Maison D'Elephant 8/F, PAFC Mall, Ping 
An Finance Center, 5033 Yitian Lu, Futian 
District (8831 9918) 福田区益田路5033号平
安金融中心8楼 

BUFFETS

 Café Zen 1/F, Futian Shangri-la 
Shenzhen, 4088 Yitian lu, Futian District 
(2151 3825)福田区益田路4088号深圳福田香格
里拉大酒店1层
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TAPS BREWPUB
Try Taps' New Tapas
From February onwards, go and chow down on TAPS’ char siu tapas with honey 
sauce, kimchi and cilantro, along with six other new additions to their menu. 
Aside from the amazing food, TAPS also hosts a boozy happy hour every week-
day until 7.30pm and live music every Wednesday starting at 7.30pm. Swing by 
for an evening filled with great food, drinks and company.  

Shop 136-137, Anwan Wu Lu, Jun Hui Xin Tian Garden, Nanshan District (Behind All City North) 南
山区岸湾五路君汇新天136-137号商铺 (2161 6171)

FRESH CHICKEN SPRING ROLLS
Welcome Spring with These Spring Rolls
Spring rolls at The Terrace Restaurant & Bar are made with rice flour and mixed 
with a variety of salad vegetables, a method that not only enriches the color of 
the dish, but also enhances the freshness of this tasty treat. Tender shredded 
chicken matches perfectly with fresh vegetables, ensuring these crunchy spring 
rolls are both delicious and nutritious.

Shop 201, The Terrace Restaurant & Bar, Sea World Square, No. 32 Taizi Lu, Shekou, Nanshan 
District 南山区蛇口太子路32号海上世界广场商铺201 (2682 9105)

OPEN  DOOR LISTINGS

 
The Show Kitchen 32/F, Grand Hyatt Shen-
zhen, 1881 Baoan Nan lu, Luohu District 
(2218 7338) 罗湖区宝安南路1881号深圳君悦
酒店32层 
 
Silk 2/F, The Langham, Shenzhen, 7888 
Shennan Dadao, Futian District (8828 9888 
ext. 8921) 深圳东海朗廷酒店2层秀·自助餐厅 

Market Café 2/F, Hyatt Regency Shenzhen 
Airport, Shenzhen Baoan International Air-
port, Boa’an District (2345 1234) 宝安区深圳
宝安国际机场深圳机场凯悦酒店2层

 Café Marco 1/F, Marco Polo 
Shenzhen, 28 Fuhua Yi Lu, Futian District 
(3322 7777) 福田区福华一路28号深圳马哥孛罗
好日子酒店1层 

NIGHTLIFE

 

 The George & Dragon is a quint-
essential British Pub; good draft beers, ales, 
and cider; comforting pub food and great 
BBQ; non-stop sports on three screens; 
secluded beer garden. Your home away 
from home. Also available for catering your 
parties and events. www.george-dragon.
com; e-mail: manager@george-dragon.com; 
tel: 2669 8564; Shop 3, behind Taizi Hotel, 
Taizi Lu 5, Shekou. 南山区太子路5号太子宾馆
1楼后排3号商铺

Club Viva No. 140, Fuhua Lu, Coco Park, 
Futian District 福田区福华路城建购物公园
140 号

Dazzle Club 3/F, Central Commercial Build-
ing, No.88 Fuhua 1st Road, Futian District 
(2348 1542) 福田区民田路中心商务大厦三楼

McCawley’s Irish Bar 1) Shop 151-152, 
Coco Park, Futian District (2531 3599) 2) 
Shop 118, Sea World, Shekou, Nanshan 
District (2668 4496) 1) 福田区购物公园151-
152 2) 南山区蛇口海上世界广场118号

Pepper Club 2/F, Shopping Park, Fuhua 
Lu, Fustian District (8319 9040) 福田区福华
路购物公园二楼

 The Terrace Above Starbucks, 
Sea World Plaza, Shekou, Nanshan District 
(2682 9105) 南山区蛇口海上世界广场2 楼星
巴克楼上 

EDUCATION
American International School, No. 
82,Gongyuan Lu, Shekou,Nanshan District 
(8619 4750)  
南山区蛇口公园路82号青少年活动中心 

Green Oasis School No. 4030, Shennan 
Middle Road, Tianmian, Futian District. 
(8399 6712) admission@greenoasis.org.cn   
www.greenoasis.org.cn
福田区田面村深南中路 4030 号

International School of Nanshan Shenzhen  
A Canadian school accepting application 
for Pre-Grade 1 through Grade 12. 11 
Longyuan Lu, Taiyuan Sub-District, Nanshan 
District (2666 1000, 2606 6968). admis-
sion@isnsz.com  www.isnsz.com  
南山区龙源路11号 

Merchiston International School  
No. 12 Shilongzai Road, Daliang Sub-
District, Longhua District, (400 867 0177) 
admissions@merchiston.cn, www.merchis-
ton.cn 龙华区大浪街道新石社区石龙仔路12号

 

Peninsula Montessori Kindergarten The 
Peninsula one, Jin Shiji Lu,  Shekou  Nan-
shan District ( 2685 1266)   
半岛城邦国际幼儿园 南山区蛇口东角头金世纪路1
号半岛城邦一期

Quality Schools International  
2/F Bitao Center, 8 Taizi Lu, 
Shekou,Nanshan District (2667 6031). 
www.shk.qsi.org  
南山区蛇口太子路 8 号碧涛中心 2 楼 

QSI International School of Shenzhen 
(Futian) A1, TCL Science Park, No. 1001 
Zhongshan Yuan, Nanshan District (8371 
7108) 南山区中山园路1001号TCL 科学园区A1栋            

Shekou International School   
Jingshan Villas, Gongye Er Lu, Shekou, Nan-
shan District (2669 3669). www.sis.org.cn
南山区蛇口工业二路鲸山别墅内

Shen Wai International School 29 Baishi 
San Lu, Nanshan (8654 1200, www.swis.cn)
深圳外国语学校国际部 南山区白石三道 29 号

HOTEL
Futian Shangri-La Hotel Shenzhen No.4088 
Yitian Lu, Futian District (8828 4088). 
福田香格里拉大酒店 福田区益田路 4088 号

Four Seasons Hotel Shenzhen 138 Fuhua 
San Lu, Futian District (8826 8888) 
福田区福华三路 138 号 

Grand Hyatt Shenzhen No.1881 Baoan Nan 
Lu, Luohu District (8266 1234) www.shen-
zhen.grand.hyatt.com  罗湖区宝安南路1881号

Hardrock Hotel Shenzhen， Hard Rock 
Cafe Shenzhen，No.9 Misson Hills 
Road,Shenzhen，0755-3395 2888 深圳硬石
酒店  观澜高尔夫大道9号 

Hilton Shenzhen Shekou Nanhai 1177, 
Wanghai Lu, Nanshan District 
深圳蛇口希尔顿南海酒店 南山区望海路 1177 号 
(2162 8888)

Hilton Shenzhen Futian Town B, Great China 
International Finance Centre, 1003 Shennan 
Dadao, Futian District  (2130 8888)  
福田区深南大道1003号大中华国际金融中心B座 

JW Marriott Shenzhen No.6005 Shennan 
Dadao, Futian District. (2269 8888) 
福田区深南大道 6005 号

JW Marriott Shenzhen Bao’an 8 Baoxing Lu, 
Baoan District (2323 8888) 
深圳前海华侨城 JW 万豪酒店 宝安区宝兴路 8 号

Marco Polo Shenzhen   Fuhua Yi Lu, 
CBD, Futian District (8298 9888). www.
cn.marcopolohotels.com 福田中心区福华一路

Shangri-La Hotel East of  the Luohu Train 
Station, Jianshe Lu, Luohu District (8233 
0888). www.shangri-la.com
罗湖区建设路火车站东侧

Sheraton Dameisha Resort 9 Yankui Lu, 
Dameisha, Yantian District (8888 6688) 
盐田大梅沙盐葵路 ( 大梅沙段 )9 号

St. Regis Shenzhen  No.5016 Shennan 
Dong Lu, Luohu District.(8308 8888) 
深圳瑞吉酒店 罗湖区深南东路 5016 号

The Langham, Shenzhen, No. 7888, Shen-
nan Dadao, Futian District (8828 9888). 
深圳朗廷酒店 福田区深南大道 7888 号

The Ritz-Carlton, Shenzhen 116 Fuhua San 
Lu, Futian District (2222 2222) 
福田区福华三路 116 号

The Venice Raytour Hotel Shenzhen 
No.9026, Shennan Dadao, Overseas Chi-
nese Town, Nanshan District (2693 6888) 
深圳威尼斯睿途酒店 南山区华侨城深南大道 9026 号

The Westin Shenzhen 9028-2 Shennan 
Dadao, Nanshan District (2698 8888) 
www.westin.com/shenzhen 南山区深南大道
9028号-2

Hyatt Regency Shenzhen Airport, Shen-
zhen Bao'an International Airport, Bao'an 
District 深圳机场凯悦酒店 宝安区深圳宝安国际机
场 (755-2345 1234)

InterContinental Shenzhen, No. 9009, 
Shennan Road, Nanshan District 深圳华侨城
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LISTINGS OPEN  DOOR

ISLAY TOFFEE AT LIFE ON MARS
In Praise of Scottish Whisky
Islay Toffee is the newest cocktail on the menu at one of OCT’s hottest cocktail 
bars, Life on Mars. Inspired by the rugged Scottish island, Islay, this drink is a 
twist on an Old Fashioned. Using peaty 12-year-old Caol Ila Scotch with the 
addition of a sensuous mixture of saltwater, homemade caramel syrup and a 
touch of chocolate, Islay Toffee is a beautifully thought-out concoction. 

Life on Mars, Unit 103, A1 Building, OCT Loft, Nanshan 深圳市南山区华侨城创意园北区A1栋首层
103号 (0755 2692 9220)

CLASSIFIEDS
JOBS OFFERED

CANTON GLOBAL ACADEMY (CGA) is 
an international school in Guangzhou 
operating the UK National Curriculum. 
It is part of the Canadian International 
Educational Organisation. Currently it has 
recruited students from Nursery (aged 3 
years) to Year 6 (aged 12 years) and the 
school is growing quickly. 
Required for January (or sooner)
Fully qualified and experienced Primary 
Years teachers. Preference will be given 
to applicants who have knowledge 
of and experience in teaching the UK 
National Curriculum Primary programme 
and to those who may have specialist 
qualifications for example in ESL, science 
and Music.
CGA OFFERS
*Initial two-year contract
*Competitive salary
*Annual flight allowance
*International Health insurance
*Benefits including accommodation 
allowance, end of contract bonus
Applicants should send a full CV listing two 
independent educational referees and a 
letter of application on/by 31 December to
Charles Chao, Chief Operations Officer, on 
charles.chao@cgagz.com 
from whom further information may be 
obtained.

Mobile Game company business 
development position.  
A NASDAQ-listed Shenzhen-based mobile 
game company. iDreamSky is looking for 
an expat for one business development 
position, native English speaker and fluent 
in Mandarin a must, well versed with 
mobile games or business negotiation 
experience a plus.  Responsible for 
looking for Western games suitable for 
the Chinese market and contacting the 
game developers. Our office is located in 
Nanshan district, Shenzhen. If interested, 
please send resume to Evan at evan.liang@
idreamsky.com.

MOVING & SHIPPING   

AGS Four Winds is a leading international 
moving company that offers a full range of 
relocation, moving and storage services. 
With our global network of over 300 
offices worldwide plus 40 years experience 
in the moving industry, we know your 
concerns and have the ability to serve you 
anywhere in the world.
We are FAIM & ISO 9001-2008 accredited, 
members of the FAIM and FIDI.
Contact us for FREE survey and quotation:
Tel: +8620 8363 3735/ +86 139 2277 1676
Email: manager.guangzhou@
agsfourwinds.com
Website: www.agsfourwinds.com

洲际大酒店，南山区深南大道9009号 (3399 3388)

The Courtyard by Marriott Shenzhen 
Bao'an, No.46 Dongfang Road, Songgang, 
Bao'an District  宝安区松岗东方大道46号 (2986 
9888,  www.courtyardshenzhenbaoan.com)

HEALTH
Vista-SK International Medical Center Lvl 
4, Bldg 4C, Shenzhen Software Industry 
Base,Xuefu Lu, Nanshan District (3689 
9833) 南山区学府路软件产业基地4栋C座裙楼4层 
 
J&C Dental 4FG, China Economic Trade 
Building, No.8, Zizu Qilu, Futian District 
(13418536301) 福田区紫竹七道8号中国经贸
大厦4FG 

HarMoniCare Women & Children's Hospital 
12018 Shennan Dadao, by Nanshan Dadao 
(3339 1333) 深圳和美妇儿科医院  南山区深南大
道12018号

C-MER (Shenzhen) Dennis Lam Eye 
Hospital 1-2/F, Shengtang Bldg, 1 Tairan Jiu 
Lu, Chegongmiao, Futian District (4001 666 
120, 3322 7188) 福田区车公庙泰然九路一号
盛唐大厦1-2层 

IMC(International Medical Center)  
serves the local community and expatriates 
from all over the world. We are proud to 
provide private, personalized healthcare for 
each patient. Our experienced staff  from 
Hong Kong, Mainland China and overseas 
provide comprehensive medical services 
including general and specialty outpatient 
services, health assessments, inpatient 
services and more. Scan QR Code above 
for more info of  IMC. 深圳市福田区海园一路，
香港大学深圳医院国际医疗中心 International 
Medical Centre，The University of Hong Kong 
- Shenzhen Hospital, 1, Haiyuan 1st Road, 
Futian District, Shenzhen (8691 3388）

HAIR SALONS
Shang Hair B2S-001, Coco Park, Fuhua San 
Lu, Futian District (8887 9899)福田区福华三
路星河Coco Park商场负二楼B2S-001

Toni & Guy 1) S248, The MIXC Shenzhen, 

Luohu District (2290 9505) 2) 103, Section 
C, Sea World, Wanghai Lu, by Xinghua Lu, 
Shekou, Nanshan District (2290 9521) 1) 罗
湖区宝安南路1881号万象城S248商铺 2) 南山区
蛇口望海路海上世界C区103店

 
 BUSINESS

China-Italy Chamber of Commerce 
Rm220, 2/F, International Chamber Of  
Commerce, Fuhua San Lu, Futian District 
(Tel: 8632 9518; fax: 8632 9528). www.
cameraitacina.com `
福田区福华三路国际商会中心 2 楼 220 室

European Union Chamber of Commerce 
Rm 308, 3/F Overseas Chinese Scholars 
Venture Building, southern section of  High-
Tech Industrial Park, Nanshan District (Tel: 
8635 0920; fax: 8632 9785). 
南山高新科技园南区留学生创业大厦 3 楼 308 室

French Chamber of Commerce in South 
China (CCIFC) Room 318, 3/F Chinese 
Overseas Scholars Venture Building,South 
section of  Hi-tech Industry Park, Nanshan 
District (Tel: 8632 9602; fax: 8632 9736) 
www.ccifc.org 南山区科技园南区留学生创业大
厦3楼318室 
 
German Chamber of Commerce  
Room 4A-11, Zone C, Zhong Ke Nano Build-
ing Yuexing Liu Lu, Nanshan District (8635 
0487) www.china.ahk.de 中国深圳市南山区粤
兴六道中科纳能大厦C区4A - 11
 
The American Chamber of Commerce in 
South China Rm 208, 2/F Overseas Chinese 
Scholars Venture Building, southern sec-
tion of  High-Tech Industrial Park, Nanshan 
District (Tel: 2658 8342; fax: 2658 8341). 
www.amcham-southchina.org 

The British Chamber of Commerce, Shen-
zhen Sub-Chamber Rm 314, 3/F Overseas 
Chinese Scholars Venture Building, southern 
section of  High-Tech Industrial Park, Nan-
shan District (2658 8350). 深圳市南山区高新
科技园南区留学生创业大厦3楼314室 
 
Morefoods No1,1F,Building A ,OCEAN 
city Garden,Shekou New Street, Nanshan 
District,shenzhen  (8827 9078) 深圳市南山区
蛇口新街澳城花园A栋一楼1号铺  
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FEBRUARY

Some major changes are coming your 
way this month. You’ll be forced to use 
Ele.me instead of Meituan, and your 
favorite lunch deals will vanish after 
the holiday. Roll with the punches like 
a true Shenzhen veteran.

Pisces
2.20~3.20

Getting ready to move house or office? 
It’s time to take Marie Kondo’s advice 
and throw away things that don’t 
“spark joy” – like those waimai  plastic 
cutlery you’ve been accumulating in 
your drawer.  

Taurus
4.21~5.21

Your CNY trip has put a giant dent in 
your wallet so it’s time to cut back on 
some unnecessary daily expenses. Try 
eating a 7-Eleven baozi  for breakfast 
instead of your regular Starbucks 
croissant sandwich, which is like, 
gross. 

Gemini
5.22~6.21

‘Keep your friends close and your 
enemies closer’ is your motto for this 
month, so don’t forget to send all of 
your Shenzhen exes a RMB1 WeChat 
hongbao  for CNY!

Aquarius
1.21~2.19

After winning multiple hongbaos  at 
your company’s annual dinner, it’s 
now time to treat your colleagues to a 
lavish brunch... at the mall food court. 
Another round of KFC congee, anyone?

Cancer
6.22~7.22

After a bad start to 2019, it looks like 
things might begin to turn around for 
you in February. That, however, will 
only happen if you hit all of the new 
restaurants and bars in our Eat & Drink 
section (p46) before the end of the 
month. 

Aries
3.21~4.20

Things will not go according to plan 
before the 15th. An ayi  will steal your 
seat on the metro, your Alipay will 
cease to function when you need your 
morning coffee... Eat dumplings for 
seven days straight to avoid worse 
luck. 

Leo
7.23~8.23

Capricorn
12.22~1.20

With your besties away on their five-
year tax break, you’ll need some new 
hobbies to pass the time. Now is your 
chance to explore the Far East! By 
that we mean other parts of Dapeng 
besides Xichong. 

Horoscopes
Finally, a horoscope that understands your life in Shenzhen. 

BY DOMINIC NGAI

That’s 

Shenzhen

Your New Year’s resolution to reduce 
daily screen time has backfired, and 
now you’re just constantly checking 
your iPhone screen time monitor, 
aren’t you?

Virgo
8.24~9.23

It’s a month of tying up loose ends 
for you, which means you’ll finally be 
able to pass your HSK level 1 exam 
after three unsuccessful attempts. Try 
ordering a venti green tea frappucino 
in Chinese to celebrate... if you can.

Libra
9.24~10.23

Beware of what you eat this month, 
as chances of getting food poisoning 
are unusually high. Knock on the table 
three times before each meal for good 
luck. 

Scorpio
10.24~11.22

Sagittarius
11.23~12.21

Your spontaneity will be your greatest 
asset. Hop on a plane and fly to Sanya 
for a weekend trip if the smog and cold 
weather is too much for you to handle. 
E a t  c o u n t l e s s  m e a l s  o f  c o c o n u t 
chicken hot pot and don’t come back 
until springtime, or at all. 
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FIRST CONTINUUM IB WORLD SCHOOL IN SHENZHEN, CHINA
International School of Nanshan Shenzhen

https://isns.openapply.cn[w] www.isnsz.com [e] admissions@isnsz.com [t] +86-2666-1000

NOW!
APPLY

Applicants must:
Complete the admissions process including paying the application fee
Currently be in the DP program if applying for G12

IB DP SCHOLARSHIPS FOR GRADES 11 & 12

FIVE
Offering
up to 

FULL-RIDE
SCHOLARSHIPS

APPLICATION DEADLINE - MARCH 15, 2019
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