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JANUARY 2019Editor’s Note

f a c e b o o k . c o m / T h a t s B e i j i n g

t w i t t e r . c o m / T h a t s B e i j i n g

T h a t s B e i j i n g

F O L L O W  U S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A

 D E A L S  

We're giving away 
tickets to some of 
the very best Beijing 
parties, openings, 
shows and talks all 
month, alongside 
free meals, drinks, 
discounts and prizes. 
All you have to do 
is scan the QR code 
below, follow us on 
WeChat and keep an 
eye out for your chance 
to win. You'll get some 
other great stuff on 
your phone too.

2018 was a whirlwind of a year. I left my homestate of Pennsylvania (if you're 
not familiar, we've got Hershey's chocolate and bomb Philly cheesesteaks – oh, 
and Taylor Swift was born here) and came to China to start my new job. Moving 
from a small town to an enormous city like Beijing was really exciting, sure. But 
it was also kinda lonely at first. (I think I'm just laying out the intro for Journey's 
'Don't Stop Believin' now...) Boy, did that change quickly. 
    Working at That's Beijing, I've gotten to know the friendly faces behind the 
city's superb food and drink scene. This job literally comes with a social life. 
(Thank God.) Which brings me to this month's cover story: a spotlight on the 
tastiest wining and dining spots that Beijing has to offer. Despite all the shake-
ups and closures (#trustissues, am I right?), friends and F&B professionals came 
together for our 2018 Food and Drink Awards to celebrate some of the capital's 
best restaurants. And let me tell you – our James Bond-themed bash at Blue 
Note was one hell of a party. Flip to p. 40 for some photos of the night and a de-
classified guide of our (and your) favorite spots.
    Elsewhere in the magazine, I interview CHAI, the Japanese pop punk band 
redefining kawaii culture (p. 30); Sarah Forman dives into Shenzhen's thriving 
underground rave scene (p. 32); and Edoardo Donati Fogliazza puts Annie's new 
fine-dining concept to the ultimate taste test (p. 55). 

Until next month, 

Valerie Osipov 
Editor-in-Chief
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TALES OF THE CITY

Almost 2,000 people lined up outside 
the Beijing headquarters of bike-sharing 
company Ofo on Monday, Dec. 17, in efforts 
to get their deposits back. The company has 
come under immense pressure as of late, 
with more than 10 million users currently 
seeking refunds on their deposits of RMB99 
and RMB199, which are required to use the 
bike-sharing platform. 
   While initially the waiting time for refunds 
on deposits was three days, due to the 
overwhelming number of people seeking 
money, the Beijing-based bike-sharing 
company had lengthened the waiting time to 
15 days near the end of November, although 
some users have told China Daily they have 
been waiting for their refunds for months. 
The company’s ability to return deposits has 
been questioned by users, leading many to 
resort to applying directly at the company’s 
headquarters in Zhongguancun, thus creating 
the scarily long lines that made headlines in 
December. 
   As thousands lined up for hours at the 
company's headquarters in Zhongguancun, 
some people in the queue brought food 
and drinks, while one woman was spotted 
knitting in order to pass the time. 
   Ofo have since reassured users through 
a post on their Weibo page, stating that 
customers will be refunded in order of their 

application, and that those who applied 
directly at the company’s headquarters 
would be included in the same list as online 
applicants. 
   While the online waiting list of more than 
10 million users may seem like a lot, the 
situation has the potential to get a lot worse 
as Ofo's customer base was estimated at 
around 200 million people as of December 
2017 by the company's founder Dai Wei. 
   According to reports by Phoenix Finance, 
one user jumped in line from No. 1,469,780 
to No. 1,461,692 in one day, which seems 
to indicate that just 8,088 customers had 
received refunds that day. Meanwhile, reports 
about successful attempts by Chinese users 
to obtain refunds by disguising themselves as 
foreigners went viral on social media, adding 
unfair treatment of Chinese citizens to the 
accusations raised against the company.
   Earlier this year, Ofo's rivals Mobike and 
Happybike eliminated the deposit feature 
on their services. That follows guidelines 
released by the Ministry of Transport 
suggesting that the use of bike deposits 
should be restricted.
   As pressure has ramped up, Ofo has 
also found itself in the midst of a spate of 
lawsuits from business partners. South China 
Morning Post reports that the company's bike 
suppliers, Shanghai Phoenix Bicycles and 

Tianjin Flying Pigeon Cycle Manufacturing, 
as well as logistics providers Best and 
Deppon Logistics have all sued the company. 
According to reports by financial news portal 
Jiemian, these have led to a Beijing district 
court issuing a "spending restriction order" 
that effectively prevents the company and 
its founder from carrying out expenditures 
such as booking first class travel tickets and 
buying financial products.
   Just last year Ofo was among China’s ‘new 
economy’ unicorns, evaluated at RMB2 
billion. Their fortunes took a turn for the 
worse earlier this year as they were forced 
to scale back their global operations, taking 
their bikes out of a number of countries, such 
as India, Australia and Germany. 
   Together with rumors of layoffs and 
changes in management that have been 
circulating since last summer, this latest 
episode of public display of discontent 
towards the company might signal the start 
of dark days for the bike-sharing giant.

THOUSANDS OF PISSED OFF USERS 
LINE UP OUTSIDE OFO'S BEIJING HQ 
by Bryan Grogan 
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"I think that if the 
baby has some 
deadly mutated 
gene, he should be 
genetically modi-
fied, but generally, 
there shouldn't be 
any genetic modi-
fication if the baby 
is healthy. This is 
because we don’t 
know what the re-

sulting impact of modification would be like on him and 
his family when the baby grows up. I think it’s just way 
too unpredictable and we are not guaranteed that we’d 
be able to solve the newly manifested problem later on 
in the baby’s life. I also feel that this is intervening natu-
ral selection, and I think humans may be punished for 
doing so. But that’s just my superstitious belief." 

As told to Yuka Hayashi

BUZZ
GENERATION GAP 

City dwellers go for a wild ride on the frozen 
Houhai Lake.   

Photo by Bruno Maestrini (brunomaestrini.com)

At the end of last year, biologist He 
Jiankui announced that he had success-

fully helped create the world’s first 
gene-edited babies, by altering a gene in 

the embryos to make them immune to the 
HIV virus. What are your thoughts on his 

controversial experiment?

THE

ICE ICE BABY

"I personally believe 
genetically modify-
ing babies is a highly 
unethical move. 
I’ve learned about 
genetic modification 
in my biology class 
last semester, and 
although the process 
is well thought out, it 
may still be danger-
ous. Imagine every-

thing that can go wrong if you modify a human gene… All 
the monsters we see in movies can become a reality! I think 
there is a reason why genetically modifying humans was un-
popular and unconventional until recently and I don't think 
we are capable enough to handle it still. And if something 
goes wrong, who takes the responsibility? The scientists 
who conducted the experiment or those of us who allowed 
it to happen? I don't think human lives should be treated as 
if they are replaceable light bulbs. I mean, objectively, there 
must be benefits in having gene-edited babies, but overall, I 
think the drawbacks and risks outweigh the benefits."

SMOKE BREAK

MS. NG, 17 

Beijing’s Communication University of 
China media lecturer Wang Meng was 
criticized by both Chinese media and 
netizens after he was discovered smoking 
during his classes, thanks to a video of him 
that was uploaded on Weibo by a student. 
The explanations he provided his pupils 
with, including the one for which smok-
ing would help him “find inspiration,” did 
not convince the university, forcing Wang 
to resign from his position. The profes-
sor himself later published an apology on 
Weibo.

MRS. ZHAO, 50 
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“Your head 
looks like a 
UFO”
…raps CD Rev in their latest diss track ‘FXXX Lil Pump,’ wrote to retali-
ate against American rapper Lil Pump. The Chengdu-based rap group, 
already famous for dissing Sweden back in September, took a shot at the 
rapper after his controversial representations of Chinese people both in 
the lyrics and video of his song ‘Butterfly Doors.’

3 Years
…is the length of the ban the Shenzhen-based LED screen company 
Menpad has put on Apple products, effectively preventing their em-
ployees from purchasing goods from the American company. The 
move was sparked after Huawei CFO Meng Wanzhou was arrested in 
Canada in December and the company plans to enforce the policy by 
fining employees 100 percent of the cost of whatever Apple product 
they buy over the course of the 3-year ban.
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Alexis Goodwin Peels Off Layers of 
Shanghai’s Bustling Cityscape with His 
Dreamy Photo Series
words by Dominic Ngai, photos by Alexis Goodwin

STRIPPED 
DOWN
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The sun has just risen, and several 
Shanghainese aunties are enjoying a lively 
conversation in between their coordinated 

tai chi sword routines, taking turns firing 60 syl-
lables per minute in local dialect at one another. 
One block over, vendors at a bustling wet market 
are having a good start to their day, with a range 
of produce, seafood and freshly cut meat flying 
off the shelves. And as dawn turns into day, the 
streets start to fill up with pedestrians, cyclists 
and motorists speeding towards the office build-
ings nearby. As of a couple of years ago, many of 
these scenes could still be commonly seen, heard 
and experienced on a typical day all around the 
Laoximen area. But as the gentrification process 
for the neighborhood intensifies, one of the old-
est parts of the city has become much emptier 
than ever before in recent months.

In his photo series ‘Shanghai Dreams,’ London-
based photographer and digital artist Alexis 
Goodwin goes one step further to create a surreal 
world in which all of the city’s background noises 
and its eclectic mix of old and modern architec-
ture are almost completely stripped away, switch-
ing the focus to just one person or a small group 
of individuals going about their daily lives.

Goodwin, a former Shanghai resident, had lived 
and worked in the Laoximen area from 2013 to 
2017. During that time, he had shot and accumu-
lated dozens of photos on the streets of his neigh-
borhood. “Photography is a new medium for me. 
It’s something that I started taking more serious-
ly when I was living in Shanghai,” the professional 
photo retoucher tells us. “On a good day, I’d carry 
my camera to work with me and take a longer 
route between my commute from my home to my 
office, and I’d snap pictures of interesting things I 
see on the road.” 

The post-production process of the ‘Shanghai 
Dreams’ series didn’t take place until after he 
had repatriated to England. For Goodwin, who 
has worked on ad campaigns for clients like Nike, 
Budweiser and Perrier, this is where he can get 
creative with images. “As I was taking these pho-
tos, I didn’t really have the idea to erase the back-
ground,” Goodwin explains. “What appeals to me 
about this style is that I can change a lot of things. 
If the composition of a photo isn’t great, I can 
improve it by editing things out or moving things 
around. I’d keep bits and pieces that are interest-
ing in. I guess I approached the series more like 
an illustrator and less like a photographer.” 

Goodwin’s game plan was to peel off as much 
of the background as possible to create scenes 
that could only be found in modern-day China, 
but couldn’t be defined by a specific city. Some 
of his favorite shots are the ‘emptiest,’ like the 
one that features an old woman sitting on the 

STRIPPED 
DOWN
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I approached the 
series more like an 

illustrator and less like a 
photographer

sidewalk, staring at a passerby coming her 
way. In the final product, it almost seemed 
like she was invited into a professional studio 
and was photographed on a white backdrop. 
“It’s a hard discipline to keep the shots as 
minimalistic as possible,” he admits. “You’re 
always tempted to add more stuff in.”

Some of the most intriguing photos of the 
series, however, were taken at a local wet 
market. Here, the canvases are filled up a lit-
tle more than shots taken in other locations, 
with vendors sharing the limelight with the 
markets’ iconic lamps and their colorful mix 
of products. “One of the most challenging 
parts of making the series for me is taking 
pictures of the people,” he says. “You almost 
don’t want them to notice you if you want the 

shots to be natural, which is difficult when 
you’re in a confined space like a wet market.” 

When asked whether he could replicate 
the concept of the ‘Shanghai Dreams’ series 
in his current home of London, Goodwin says: 
“That’s actually something that I’ve been ask-
ing myself. Right now, I don’t feel as inspired by 
the culture here since it isn’t as foreign to me 
[compared to China]. But I’d like to do some-
thing similar in Chongqing. Although I haven’t 
visited before, from the images that I’ve seen, 
the city has even more of that gritty element 
than Shanghai. For me, that is always more in-
teresting than the modern side of a city.”

Follow Alexis Goodwin on Instagram @
alexisogoodwin, or visit behance.net/alexisgoodwin
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C I T Y  |  C H I N E S E  U R B A N  D I C T I O N A R Y

Anli / ān lì / 安利 verb. to strongly recommend 
something to someone, to get someone hooked 
on a product, a celebrity, a TV show/film  

Welcome to the hyper-corporate and 
hyper-consumerist China, where names 
of international conglomerates and their 
business models are everyday verbs. We 
don't conduct web searches, we ‘Baidu’ 
them. We don't buy things online, we 
‘Taobao’ them. We don't send digital pay-
ments, we ‘WeChat Wallet’ them. 

But before the age of technology giants, 
there was anli, the O.G. brand name-
turned-verb. Originally the Chinese name 
for the American direct marketing com-
pany Amway, whose business model is to 
have existing customers sell products to 
new customers by telling them how good 
the products are, anli came to mean to 
feverishly recommend a product to some-
one, get that person hooked and keep 
them buying. 

Make no mistake – to anli something 
to someone is more than just saying "you 
should really try this product.” Firstly, the 
person who anli the product must be a 
longtime and enthusiastic user. Secondly, 
to anli is to incessantly and repeatedly 
tell someone how good a product is and 
not stop until that person takes out their 
wallet. 

Everyone is always trying to anli some-
thing to everyone. Over water cooler 
conversations, your co-workers try to 

anli the latest hit TV show to you. People 
at parties anli new online shirt stores to 
you. Subway ads try to anli you the new 
healthy yogurt. When you want to buy 
a new phone but don't know which one 
is good, you ask your friends to anli you 
something. You give five-star ratings to 
your favorite restaurants on Dianping to 
anli them to more people on the Internet. 

Because in our consumerist world, the 
biggest decision we can make in life is 
what to consume, and we rely on those 
decisions to define who we are. "What 
kind of dining set defines me as a per-
son?" asks the narrator in Fight Club. But 
we also use consumerist decisions to find 
a sense of belonging. And that's where 
anli comes in. The act of anli-ing products 
to your friends says that you are of one 
social group. You ask your friend to anli 
you some good films, so that you can have 
more things in common. When you send 
links to the WeChat game you are playing 
to your friends, you hope to anli it so that 
you can all have a good time playing it 
one day. 

I guess we just have to accept it. 
Humans are social animals and if anli is 
what it takes for us to bring others closer 
to our orbits so we feel less lonely, so be 
it.  Mia Li 

What are you drinking? 

 Is it good? 

I'm completely hooked! Now 
I have cases of it at home. 

This new beer that Mei Mei anli-ed to me. 

A WHOLE NEW 
WORLD  
A Q&A With Eddy Sarton, 
General Manager of New 
World Beijing Hotel

Our uniqueness comes from the people who 
work within the hotel. We are then equally for-
tunate to have many unique spaces for guests to 
rejuvenate and unwind. Our guests both regular 
and new feel right at home thanks to the at-
tention they are given during their stay.  This is 
what is most special about our hospitality.

With a breathtaking view, New World’s Yin 
on 12 is one of the best rooftop bars in the 
city. Tell us more about the hotel’s other F&B 
options.

For me, F&B is the soul of a hotel. It's what 
people refer to when they think of our hotel 
and it's the reason they continue to enjoy our 
bars and restaurants. As you stated, everybody 
knows our bar Yin on 12 for its amazing views, 
music and drinks, and that space has continued 
to evolve, attracting more events and regular 
guests over the past years. We are also very 
proud of our Cantonese restaurant 8 Qi Nian 
[2018 That’s Beijing Cantonese Cuisine of the 
Year: Reader’s Choice Award], led by one of the 
city's most recognized Cantonese chefs. Tian 
Tan Kitchen is our casual kitchen concept, much 
loved and frequented by the local community. 
We are fortunate enough to have event spaces 
that are unique and allow a flexible approach to 
how events are conceived and executed. 

You were previously Director of F&B at a 
number of New World hotels, with a certifi-
cation in advanced wine appreciation – you 
must be quite a wine buff. Can you give our 

readers some tips on how to become more 
discerning when it comes to wine?

I have a very simple rule: Try everything at 
least once. Wine is a sensory experience and 
while you might not enjoy everything, being 
open-minded allows you to grow your appreci-
ation and be better prepared for taking a longer 
journey to understand wine more.

New World Beijing Hotel, 8 Qinian Street, 
Chongwenmen, Dongcheng 东城区崇文门祈年大街8号
北京新世界酒店 (5960 8888)

A D V E R T O R I A L  

You just celebrated the fifth anniver-
sary of New World Beijing Hotel this past 
November. Looking back, what do you 
think has been achieved over the past five 
years and what are your plans for the fu-
ture of the hotel?

We are very happy to have been serving our 
community for the last five years. One of our 
key achievements has been growing our brand 
and hotel footprint. We are fortunate enough 
to be recognized by locals and travelers alike 
and have received awards for our accommo-
dation, event space and restaurants. As we 
continue our journey, we want to strengthen 
our position and show international travelers 
that Beijing can be a lifelong cultural and travel 
highlight.

What makes New World Beijing Hotel 
unique?
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WIDEN YOUR WORLD WITH 
TURKISH AIRLINES 
Located at the crossroads of East 

and West, Turkey enjoys great 
natural endowments. From the 
Blue Mosque to the Bosporus Strait, 

every awe-inspiring scene proves the ma-
jestic grandiosity of the country and its 
prosperous civilization. Moreover, the loca-
tion provides convenience to passengers of 
Turkish Airlines.  The esteemed airline flies 
to 305 destinations – 256 international and 
49 domestic – making it an ideal choice for 
passengers with a passion to see the world.

Starting as a small company with merely 
five aircrafts, Turkish Airlines has grown 
to be one of the best and biggest airlines 
in the world, with a passenger and cargo 
fleet of 332 total aircrafts. Turkish Airlines 
always strives to provide customers with 
high-quality service and a plethora of op-
tions. Turkish Airlines continues to solidify 
its position as the airline that flies to more 
countries and international destinations 
than any other by constantly adding new 
and exciting destinations, investing in 
newer aircraft models, consistently train-

starting with a relaxing and entertaining 
air journey.

Since 2009, Turkish Airlines also offers 
a free layover service to all international 
transit passengers who fly through Istanbul 
with a six- to 24-hour layover. After arriv-
ing at Istanbul Airport, passengers will be 
picked up by a tour guide and immediately 
start upon a wonderful journey in Istanbul. 
During the tour, passengers will get to see 
the most significant historical sights of the 
city and taste delicious traditional Turkish 
and Ottoman food at elegant restaurants. 
Following the marvelous tour, Turkish 
Airlines will conveniently drop off passen-
gers back at the airport to continue their 
journeys. All eligible passengers can just 
proceed to the Hotel Desk in the airport’s 
International Arrival Hall 30 minutes 
before the start of the tour and Turkish 
Airlines will take care of the rest!

Learn more at turkishairlines.com and scan the 
QR code at the bottom of this page to follow the 
Turkish Airlines WeChat account.

ing their staff, and keeping up with more 
modern facilities, all while winning global 
awards and attaining impressive growth 
figures.

As the result of Turkish Airlines’ de-
termination to explore new routes and 
destinations, passengers can now also fly 
to Freetown (Sierra Leone), Samarkand 
(Uzbekistan), Aqaba (Jordan), Moroni 
(Comoros Union), Krasnodar (Russia), 
Samarkand (Uzbekistan) and Banjul. 
Turkish Airlines also enables its passengers 
to directly fly between Bodrum and London 
during the summer season and has re-
launched its operation between Ankara and 
Rome after a 60-year break. 

The extensive network of Turkish 
Airlines is based in Istanbul, the aviation 
hub that covers 60 percent of global air 
traffic, and helps the flagship carrier fly to 
almost every corner of the world. By choos-
ing Turkish Airlines, passengers can ap-
preciate the scenery of a beautiful city near 
the Red Sea, a gorgeous tropical island in 
the Indian Ocean, or brilliant Istanbul itself, 

A D V E R T O R I A L   A D V E R T O R I A L   
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SPOTLIGHT

LI GONG
Founder & Designer of 8ON8
interview by Dominic Ngai

Since the debut of his menswear label 8ON8 
in 2017, designer Li Gong has been showcas-
ing his work on the runways of Shanghai 
Fashion Week, earning praise from the press 
for his ‘retro-futuristic’ aesthetics. Here, the 
Ningbo native recounts his humble begin-
nings and tells us why cooking is his favorite 
hobby when he’s away from his design studio. 

You grew up in Ningbo (in Zhejiang prov-
ince) and later went to study fashion in 
London. How was that transition for you?

When I was in Ningbo, I studied business and 
accounting during high school, so I started 
from zero in fashion when I moved to London 
after I received the LVMH [Louis Vuitton 
Moët Hennessy] scholarship in Central Saint 
Martins, which was a totally different experi-
ence for me. 

How were you chosen as the recipient of 
the LVMH scholarship, and in what ways 
has that helped your career? 

I was nominated by my course director for 
the final interview with LVMH group. The 
scholarship really gave me great support, 
both financially and psychologically, to build 
up my graduation collection.

What does the name 8ON8 mean?

The name 8ON8 actually came from my 
surname, Gong. One time, the word got com-
pressed accidentally when it was printed out, 
and became ‘8ON8.’ 

How would you describe your style of de-
sign and how is this reflected in your SS19 
collection? 

The aesthetic of 8ON8 is ‘retro-futurism.’ The 
brand is based on my perspective and using 
everyday life as a reference to construct my 
vision of an idealistic world. In the Spring/
Summer 2019 collection, we used materi-
als like satin, high-gloss stretch fabric and 
metallic hard leather to create an integration 
of the past and the future for the different 
silhouettes. 

Are there any designers that you look up to?

Helmut Lang during the 90s will always be 
my hero. His sensitive mind and avant-garde 
concepts and outlook still have a lasting influ-
ence on the industry and many people today.

You've said before that you love to cook. 
What are some of your favorite dishes to 
make? 

My dishes are quite random. I cook every-
thing, but recently, I’ve been really into mak-
ing traditional Sichuan dishes.

Does food have any influence on your de-
signs, or does your design work influence 
your cooking?

They are completely separate for me. Cooking 
is a way for me to take my mind off of work. 
When I’m cooking, I think about nothing but 
food.

Are there any new initiatives that you’ll be 
working on for the new year?

I’m currently preparing the Autumn/Winter 
2019 show [for Shanghai Fashion Week] in 
March.

See more of the designer's work at 8on8studio.com.
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STYLE RADAR
COVETUNDER THE LENS 

… announced Canada Goose 
on its Weibo account one day 
before its Sanlitun outlet was 
scheduled to open. While the 
official statement didn’t provide 
any specifics, both Western and 
Chinese media outlets believe 
the decision was related to the recent anti-Canadian sentiments across China caused by Huawei 
CFO Meng Wanzhou’s arrest at the Vancouver International Airport in early December. Over a 
10-day period following Meng’s detainment was first reported, the parka-maker’s shares fell by 
22 percent. 

> canadagoose.com

With Chinese New Year fast approaching, French streetwear label Vetements rolled out a col-
lection of Chinese zodiac-themed T-shirts. Available in black and white, each item features the 
Chinese characters of 12 auspicious animals – rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, goat, 
monkey, rooster, dog and pig – in a calligraphy style on the front, and the years that represent 
each sign printed with a similar font at the back. Available at SSENSE for USD250.
> ssense.com

Outrage from hypebeasts around the 
world has caused Samsung to put a 
halt to its collaboration with fashion 
label Supreme last month. But the 
brand in question isn’t the NYC label 
favored by celebs around the world 
including Justin Bieber, Lady Gaga 
and Luhan – it’s ‘Supreme Italia,’ a 
wannabe streetwear label that had 
previously been in legal battles with 
the original Supreme over copyright 
issues. Immediately following the 
December press conference in 
which the Korean electronics giant 
announced the partnership (and 
a new smartphone), upset fans 
of the O.G. Supreme shared their 
disapproval on various social media 
platforms. Two days later, Samsung 
issued a statement on its Weibo 
page, saying it will  “reevaluate its 
cooperation with Supreme Italia” and 
“deeply regrets any inconvenience 
caused.” 

NOT-SO-
FILTHY 
ANIMALS

STYLE AND ERROR

“The opening of our 
Beijing flagship store 
will be postponed due to 
construction delays”

OVERHEARD
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SCENE&HEARD

LIANGMA 
INTERNATIONAL 
FLOWER ARTS 
MARKET  
After the abrupt closure of the Liangma 
Flower Market last spring, a new spot 
recently resurfaced in Liangmaqiao. 
Throughout the holiday season, the 
Liangma International Flower Arts Market 
was festively stocked with indoor shops 
selling all the Christmas decorations need-
ed to charm the homesick hearts of expats 
around the city. Christmas might be over, 
but there’s still plenty of reason to hit up 
the darling market – for flowers, of course. 
And with kitchenware, quirky antiques 
and candles galore, the new market is here 
for all of your home decor necessities too.

Daily 7am-7pm; 27 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 朝
阳区亮马桥路27院

Macy’s Says Goodbye to China
In early December, US department store Macy’s an-
nounced it would close its Tmall store by the end of the 
month, marking the company’s complete withdrawal 
from the Chinese market. The exit didn’t really come 
as a surprise to many. Back in 2015, Macy’s decided to 
close all of its physical outlets in the Middle Kingdom, 
and in June 2018, its standalone Chinese website was 
also taken down. As of Dec. 3, Macy’s had already 
stopped receiving orders via Tmall, and by Dec 31, the 
entire page had disappeared from the Alibaba-owned 
ecommerce platform.
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ZARA
RMB599
ZARA.CN

HIM
H&M
RMB499
HM.COM

HER
H&M
RMB399
HM.COM

ZARA
RMB899
ZARA.CN

Winter is now in full swing 

across China, so here are 

10 padded coats to help 

you stay warm for the next 

couple of months.
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Get Through the Winter with These Stylish 

Puffer Jackets
compiled by Dominic Ngai

ZARA
RMB599
ZARA.CN

CANADA GOOSE,

RMB4,800

CANADAGOOSE.COM

GCDS
RMB5,165

FARFETCH.CN

THE NORTH FACE

RMB2,098

THENORTHFACE.COM.CN

ZARA
RMB899
ZARA.CN

CANADA GOOSE

RMB5,600,

CANADAGOOSE.COM

MICHAEL KORS

RMB2,919

FARFETCH.CN

THE NORTH FACE

RMB1,438

THENORTHFACE.

COM.CN
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A MOVABLE BEAST
Assembling a Reversible Multi-functional Space in 49 Days
words by Dominic Ngai, photos by Jin Weiqi

Project name: Longfu Life Experience 
Center
Location: Henan province
Area: 1,588 sqm
Design company: LUO Studio
The brief: Real estate sales centers are often 
dismantled after serving their purpose. In 
order to reduce waste, Chinese architecture 
firm LUO Studio recently created a revers-
ible structure that’s not only designed to 
facilitate meetings and transactions between 
developers and potential homebuyers, but 
one that can also be transformed into spaces 
for other purposes for the years to come.

> luostudio.cn

Longfu Life Experience Center is a 
two-story glass box, and the clus-
tered wooden columns inside can 
be seen from a distance.

L I F E  &  S T Y L E  |  A R C H I T E C T U R A L  D E S I G N
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Timber was chosen as the main 
material for these supporting pil-
lars for its eco-friendliness (all of 
which are interlinked with steel 
bolts to strengthen their stability). 

The timber pillars are designed 
to resemble trees with trunks and 
branches extending from floor to 
ceiling.

Like LEGO blocks, all components 
of Longfu Life Experience Center 
can be taken apart, transported 
and reassembled elsewhere. 

From material processing to 
construction (including fur-
nishing and electrical wiring), 
the building took just 49 days 
to complete.
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Bali is, without a doubt, the Indonesian 
archipelago’s most popular tourist 
destination. According to the Bali 

Statistics Agency, the island of Bali wel-
comed nearly 5.7 million visitors in 2017 
– over 40 percent of the entire country’s 
tourist numbers and a hell of a lot of people 
for an island with an area of less than 6,000 
square kilometers.

The Indonesian government is acutely 
aware of Bali’s popularity and the major 
tourism dollars that come with such fame. 
In 2017, President Joko Widodo launched 
the ‘10 New Balis’ program – a development 
strategy aimed at replicating the tourism 
success of Bali in 10 lesser-known destina-
tions across the country. 

Among these spots: the island of Belitung, 
located a mere 80-minute flight from the 
Indonesian capital of Jakarta. While almost 
1,000 square kilometers smaller than Bali, 
Belitung offers an abundance of beautiful 
beaches, places for snorkeling, island-
hopping charter boats, delicious food and 
unique shopping prospects – all without the 
crowds and blackout-drunk backpackers 
that Bali is often associated with.

Tanjung Kelayang Beach
This phenomenal beach alone makes 
a visit to Belitung entirely worthwhile. 
Fine white sand, crystal-clear water and 
humbling rock formations make Tanjung 
Kelayang among the nicest beaches we 
have visited in Southeast Asia. Better yet, 
for such a scenic spot, the beach was large-
ly devoid of other tourists on our visit, 
and we essentially had the entire strip of 
seaside to ourselves. So, if you’re looking 
for a romantic getaway, or just a relaxing 
beachside vacation, Tanjung Kelayang is 
well worth considering.

The beach is also a popular jumping-off 
point for island hopping excursions.

Pulau Lengkuas 
To visit coastal Southeast Asia and not go 
island hopping is the equivalent of trave-
ling to Paris and failing to see the Eiffel 
Tower. In short, island hopping is a must. 
Luckily, Belitung is surrounded by a myri-
ad of unpopulated and sparsely populated 
islands, and hiring a boat to visit them 

from Tanjung Kelayang is easy and affordable. 
Pulau Lengkuas is one of the more popular 

stops. Home to a lighthouse built in 1882, it 
features decent coral formations that make 
for a fun snorkeling excursion. The beaches 
on the island are pristine and visitors can also 
check out a small turtle sanctuary located 
next to the island’s sole snack-serving estab-
lishment. 

Pulau Burung
A short cruise away from Pulau Lengkuas, 
Pulau Burung is home to unique rock forma-
tions and picturesque white sand beaches. 
On our visit, we were able to spot several sea 
turtles while snorkeling.  

Other popular nearby stops include Pulau 
Pasir and the Stone Islands. 

Peramun Hill
This forested area plays host to the ‘tarsius 
bancanus saltator,’ a super tiny species of 
primate that calls Belitung home. In addi-
tion to scoping out exotic wildlife, visitors to 

BEYOND BALI 
There’s More to Indonesia Than the ‘Island of the Gods’
  by Matthew Bossons
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Peramun Hill can also enjoy hiking 
trails, caves and views from the top of 
the hill. The pathways are well main-
tained and people of all ages should 
find wandering the ecological area a 
relaxing experience. 

Satam Stones 
While you won’t find the variety of 
touristy knick-knacks available in 
Bali, Belitung offers some unique 
shopping experiences for those 
on the hunt for cool keepsakes. 
Sure, you’ll still find the standard ‘I 
Visited Belitung’ T-shirts, but what 
we found most interesting was the abundance of jew-
elry made with satam stone, a jet-black rock found on 
the island. While there are multiple theories as to the 
stone’s origin, the most commonly accepted notion is 
that the stones were formed millions of years ago dur-
ing a meteor collision. Around the island you’ll find no 
shortage of vendors selling the stone in its raw form, 
as well as in rings, amulets and necklaces. 

BEYOND BALI 
There’s More to Indonesia Than the ‘Island of the Gods’
  by Matthew Bossons
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DRUMROLL

CAB AND ALEX 
AMAZONIA 
The Minds Behind China’s 
Newest Creative Hub, 
Subtropical Asia
interview by Sarah Forman

Innovative documentary filmmaker Cab 
was the first to pioneer a new three-
pronged project, Subtropical Asia, along 
with another familiar face on the scene 
– her business partner Alex Amazonia, 
drummer of punk-rock band Dirty Fingers. 
Between their event planning, special 
operations and documentary production, 
the company has been exploring and con-
necting the creative community across 
Asia. Here’s what Cab has to say about 
Cambodian death metal, aggressive natures 
and sucky personal observations.

Where did the idea for Subtropical Asia 
come from and how long have you been 
working on it?

I founded Subtropical last summer, origi-
nally as a music event label. In early 2018, 
I resigned from my role as a partner at my 
ex-company and went to Cambodia to film a 
documentary about two slum-born orphans 
who formed a death-metal band, which 
changed their lives. The documentary 
screened at Wacken Open Air in Germany, 
the world’s largest metal music festival, and 
was covered by major media outlets there. 
It was so exciting, I decided to do it full 
time. At the same time, Alex also quit the 

White Light White Tower project in Beijing 
and came on board. In September, I moved 
from Beijing to Shanghai and started the of-
ficial operation of the company.

Who else is on the team?

Alex is my closest working partner. I’m 
usually the one who thinks about strategies 
and figures out how to push things ahead. 
We also have two other co-founders; one 
is a former journalist from Rolling Stone, 
Fabian Peltsch, who lives in Germany and 
China. He has a strong sense of content and 
he has contributed a lot to our documenta-
ry projects. William Griffith, the founder of 
the Live Beijing Music site, also works with 
us. His stability balances out Alex’s and my 
aggressiveness. I like to work with people 
who have strong personality but also can 
complement us in terms of ability. We’re all 
about getting things done.

What’s the most exciting project you’re 
working on now?

Damo Suzuki’s China tour documentary. 
We’ve already finished the initial cut, and 
other post-processes are underway. It’s ex-
pected to be online in January 2019.

What’s the connection to new Shanghai 
venue Subland?

Subland is a space for creative minds, 
cutting-edge artists and independent cul-
tural enthusiasts in Shanghai. Every week, 
we have live music, workshops, movie 
screenings and other activities. We spend 
our days there, so basically it’s now the of-
fice for Subtropical Asia, and we hold a lot 
of events there. We hope to have more or-
ganizers and people who are interested in 
building the cultural community to run the 
venue with us, like our most recent partner, 
the comic zine Shaving in the Dark.

subtropicalasia.com
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COLLAGE

Hao
Twentieth Century Fox Television Distribution 
is exporting some of their most popular TV 
shows overseas, and China’s landed the rights 
to remake How I Met Your Mother. New Classics 
Media is slated to produce 30 one-hour-long 
episodes of the sitcom (the original shows 
were 30 minutes each). The project is part of 
a much larger expansion for Fox, which has 
already signed contracts in India, Vietnam, 
Holland, France and Russia. According to the 
President of Global Distribution, the PRC is 
likely to land more in the years ahead. That’s 
legen- wait for it.. dary!

Bu Hao
Marshal arts master Jackie Chan released the 
English-language version of his autobiography 
last month, shedding light on some of the dark-
est moments in the Hong Kong-born actor’s 
life. From totaling expensive cars and having 
numerous affairs with celebrities and prosti-
tutes alike, Never Grow Up is all at once honest, 
blunt, remorseful and sincere. It’s safe to say 
watching Rush Hour just won’t feel quite the 
same anymore.

The Breadwinner
This Academy Award-nominated animated film is 
based on the best-selling novel from Deborah Ellis. 
An Afghani girl living under Taliban rule, 11-year-
old Parvana must pretend to be a boy to provide for 
her family after her father is unjustly taken from 
their home. The emotionally challenging film tells a 
story of struggle and survival as a young girl navi-
gates a world ruled by adult men to support her 
loved ones and rescue her father.

COMING SOON WHAT’S NEW

Bumblebee 
The sixth installment of the Transformers series, 
Bumblebee revolves around the giant yellow auto-
bot that’s been sent to save the earth and his own 
species. Alongside his new human counterpart 
Charlie Watson (Hailee Steinfeld), the two must 
protect each other from a secret government oper-
ation hell-bent on disarming the heroic robot and 
the misleading Decepticons. This action-packed 
sci-fi film is directed by Michael Bay.

‘Tomorrow 
Can Not Be 
Waited’

Does art imitate life or does life imitate art? It’s an age-old question that has no clear 
answer, but the new music video for ‘Tomorrow Can Not Be Waited’ feels very much like 
it’s advocating for both. Beijing-based Howie Lee and Taipei native Teom Chen partnered 
up for this trippy, digitally-backed live cinema recording. The work combines a futuristic, 
apocalyptic videogame designed and played by Chen alongsidde Lee’s performance of 
an intense, electronic piece. Seamlessly cutting between the real and the programmatic, 
lines are blurred in this unforgettable audio-visual trip.

JANUARY
11

JANUARY
4
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GIG POSTER OF THE MONTH 

Local instrumental rock outfit She Never Sings Our 
Songs (SNSOS) graces the MAO Livehouse stage 
this month.

Sun Jan 13, 9.30pm; RMB120 (presale), RMB150 (door); 
MAO Livehouse, G23 Huaxing LIVE, 69 Fuxing Road 
Haidian 海淀区 复兴路69号华熙LIVE hi-up G23

Our favorite 
tracks from artists 
playing in Beijing 
this month. For 
full nightlife and 
gig listings, visit  
www.thatsmags.
com

‘Sayonara Complex’ 
(2017)
CHAI  

This cheery and sweet track by 
the four-piece girl band features a 
more mellow pop melody.

‘A Warm Room’ (2006)
Envy

Japan’s post-hardcore rockers try 
a softer approach in this delicate 
slow-building tune that ends in ex-
plosive vocals.

‘10,000 Words in a 
Cardboard Box’ (1970)
Twink 

Lose yourself in this psychedelic 
rock jam by the distinguished 
‘70s drummer.

‘Lunatic’ (2016)
Reol

This electrifying number by 
Japan’s EDM goddess features a 
playful club beat and hypnotizing 
vocals.

‘Anastasia’ (2012)
Slash 

Shredding guitar solos and fren-
zied vocals make this a hard rock 
anthem by the legendary artist.

‘Do You Wanna Do 
Nothing with Me?’ 
(2017)
Lawrence  

NYC’s spirited soul-pop duo delivers 
another jazzy brass-infused hit.
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Japanese Pop Punk Band CHAI on Individuality 
and the Neo-Kawaii Movement

by Valerie Osipov

SUGAR AND SPICE
A R T S  |  M U S I C

The culture of kawaii (the Japanese word for ‘cute’) has taken the 
cyber world by storm. Originating in Japan, this sugary and child-
like sense of style became a global phenomenon. Characterized by 
pastel colors and cartoon imagery, with iconic brands like Hello 
Kitty as the irresistible mascot, kawaii is all things tiny and ador-
able. And who doesn’t love tiny and adorable things?

But this exaggerated concept of cuteness created a false image 
of girlish innocence and perfection for Japan’s younger genera-
tions. The iconic dollish aesthetic fails to celebrate the diverse 
range of unique human attributes.

Enter CHAI, the four-piece Japanese band consisting of twin 
sisters Mana and Kana, along with friends Yuuki and Yuna, de-
termined to redefine what it means to be kawaii. Together, the 
Nagoya natives coined the term neo-kawaii, which translates to 
‘the new cute,’ and have devoted themselves to smashing oppres-
sive beauty standards and inspiring confidence with their bold 
and fearless music.

“Everyone is born with their own unique character. This is cute. 
And everyone is different. This is awesome!” says bassist Yuuki.

“Japanese people don’t normally praise others face to face and 
we felt bad about this in the past,” Kana, the band’s vocalist and 
guitarist, adds. “Now as a member of CHAI, I found that compli-
menting others in person is a very good and healthy thing. So for 
everyone that has not been defined as kawaii, I hope they can find 
good in just being themselves.”

Their debut full-length album Pink is punchy and powerful, 
much like the vivacious color itself. “When I was young, I just re-
ally liked pink,” says Yuuki. “After growing up, I started to worry 
that people might think I’m too old for it.” So, naturally, they ran 
with it, embracing it as their band’s signature color, from their co-
ordinated outfits to their album art, designed by Yuuki herself.

Explosive tracks like ‘Boyz Seco Men’ and ‘N.E.O.,’ the anthem 
notably spearheading their sweet revolution, are loaded with rip-
ping guitar solos and frenetic chant-worthy choruses. ‘Hi Hi Baby’ 
is a heavy-hitting pop jam, featuring Tune-yards-esque experi-
mental vocals and a bouncy, energetic beat that parallels dance 
pop singer Shamir’s funky edge. 

“The music we like has a great influence on our own,” says 
Kana. “It doesn’t matter much about past or present,” adds the 
group’s vocalist and keyboardist Mana. “We just listen to good 
music!”

The ambitious quartet are influenced by musicians spanning 
several decades, from DEVO and Queen to The xx, CSS, Basement 
Jaxx, and Superorganism, an indie pop group that CHAI joined on 
a UK tour last year. 

Their shows in Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou mark their 
China debut. “It will be our first ever China tour. We’re so excited 
about how the audience will react, the food and [sightseeing],” 
says Mana. “Let’s get high together!”

As for parting words of wisdom, CHAI really just wants fans to 
feel liberated to be themselves. “Because everyone is cute,” says 
drummer Yuna.

“And you only live once,” Mana chimes in. “Might as well enjoy 
the journey!”

Fri Jan 11, 9pm; RMB150 (presale), RMB220 (door); Omni Space, B103 
Tianqiao Arts Center, Xiachen Square, Xicheng 西城区天桥艺术中心下沉广
场B103 (for tickets, visit 247tickets.com)
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“You only live once. Might 
as well enjoy the journey!”
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ABOVE
THE
INFLUENCE

Shenzhen’s Blossoming Underground Electronic Music Scene

by Sarah Forman

3 2  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 9  |  W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M

A R T S  |  F E A T U R E



ABOVE
THE
INFLUENCE

Shenzhen’s Blossoming Underground Electronic Music Scene

by Sarah Forman

Electronic music has literally taken China 
by storm in the last few years. With big 
name festivals like Ultra and corporate 

partnerships between companies like SHFT and 
Budweiser's Storm, the genre has become a beast 
of a larger size, mainstreamed across the country. 
But one city in the PRC has had its hat in this race 
for much longer, with a budding underground 
scene in the works for nearly 10 years. From drum 
and bass to experimental deep house, Shenzhen 
has played host to some of the most progressive 
electronic artists in the world, and become a home 
for a family of DJs cultivating their own craft. And 
while the city’s reputation has only grown stronger, 
one of Shenzhen’s more memorable appearances 
on the international circuit came back in February 
2016, when Vice, the Guardian and China Daily 
picked up the story of a rave busted by the police in 
a tunnel next to an IKEA in Nanshan district, where 
491 individuals were detained and 118 tested posi-
tive for drug use.

The psy-trance, deep house and techno pop-ups 
were part of a monthly program organized by the 
now defunct The Real Deal. Since 2012, the event 
group had been throwing raves across the city in 
various locations – from city parks to beaches, in 
the central districts and the outskirts. With quality 
speakers, generators in tow, lighting equipment 
and DJ booths set up, they organized everything 
independently, even occasionally securing art-
ists to paint murals on the walls of wherever they 
were partying. Food vendors with shawarma were 
brought in, cheap bars were built and booze was 
at the ready in a fully functioning made-to-last-
the-night kind of club. As word of mouth began to 
spread, the numbers quickly grew, until one could 
find as many as 1,000 attendees present at any 
given event. 

“I started meeting people from all over 
Guangdong who came just for the parties. Anyone 
who was into music was there – we supported each 
other, regardless of genre,” Shenzhen-based musi-
cian Adrian Black tells us. The DIY underground 
electronic scene welcomed foreigners and locals 
alike, often striking a balance within 10 percent of 
an even split. And while The Real Deal’s events had 
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become a tourist destination for the 
region, they had come to take up an 
even more important space for the 
community in Shenzhen. 

“It’s a very tight scene,” Esteban 
Beltran, also known as DJ Tayta, 
agrees. “Five years ago, there weren’t 
many of us and there were only a 
handful of interesting things hap-
pening, so we would hang out at 
every event.” Shenzhen-based DJs 
like Nimbus and Baitu were regulars 
in the line-up, and they frequently 
brought in bigger names from Hong 
Kong like Frankie Lam. 

Occasionally, there would be 
noise complaints and police officers 
would come to disband the events. 
But things got serious on the night 
of their fourth anniversary party in 
2016. Around 3:30am, partygoers 
were met by riot shields and were 
ordered to sit down, stop talking and 
turn off their phones. Attendees were 
then shuttled onto busses and taken 
to the various police stations around 
the district, where they were forcibly 

tested for drugs. Unlike in recent 
crackdowns, no one was deported be-
cause of the incident, but the detain-
ment of over 400 individuals went 
on to make international headlines, 
simultaneously marking the end of 
The Real Deal’s monthly events.

While the event group may have 
disbanded and the IKEA tunnel in 
Nanshan is no longer littered with 
empty bottles, this was neither the 
start and nor the end of Shenzhen’s 
synth-strained story. Since 2008, 
Jesse Warren has been pushing drum 
and bass music in the city, going on 
to found the record label Mettāsonic. 
Organizing shows under Muzikbox, 
Warren put on events before and af-
ter The Real Deal’s rise and fall. In the 
early days of the pop-up raves, found-
ers of Oil Club and longtime friends 
Yangyang Song and Huiyuan Sun had 
already begun to play with the idea 
of opening an underground space, 
and seeing what The Real Deal was 
doing only encouraged them to push 
forward. “At that point, we’d already 
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started thinking about inviting some artists 
to Shenzhen,” Song explains. “My love for the 
music came from listening to it in Huiyuan’s 
car, but the vibe, that came from The Real 
Deal. People really enjoyed it. Everyone really 
communicated and the atmosphere was just 
really good.”

But what made Shenzhen the ideal home 
for these highly populated parties reminis-
cent of the London rave scene’s early days? 
While electronic music is now a part of 
pop-culture particularly across China, these 
off-the cuff, experimental sights and sounds 
have only really taken the helm in recent 
years through venues like ALL in Shanghai 
and Dada in Beijing. Known for bringing in 
international acts, they became a place that 
you could find homegrown artists forging 
their own path like 33EMYBW, SHAO and 
Zen Lu, and those championing the scene in 
the southern city set out to make even more 
space for that. 

“Shenzhen club kids aren’t like Shanghai 
or Beijing,” Song tells us. A first-generation 
Shenzhen-er herself, she and others spoke to 
the newness of the city and the opportunities 
that came with that. “For a lot of them, it’s 
their first time to hear or experience this kind 

of music – when they get on the dance floor 
and they see others dancing around them and 
acting all crazy, they’re given permission to 
do the same.”

“The people here tend to be more open-
minded because this is a city for everyone,” 
Beltran agrees. “They’re more welcoming 
because there’s no strong community with a 
pre-existing history.”

Made up of the largest internal migration 
in China, Shenzhen stands apart as a city 
that’s forging its story, pen in hand, by those 
that have chosen to live there. “Everyone is 
a foreigner here. It’s a nomad city, a living, 
breathing opportunity,” Black explains. The 
kinds of people attracted to it are looking to 
build, from scratch, a city that is more than 
just an economic, technological treasure 
trove. “We didn’t really think about whether 
or not there was a market for it, we just did 
it because we wanted to. We wanted cooler 
parties and to bring through these kinds of 
musicians, and people received that and liked 
it too,” Song says. 

Some of the city’s biggest DJs only started 
their careers upon moving to Shenzhen, like 
Daniel Power who now tours internation-
ally and runs his own drum and bass label, 

Unchained. “One of the main reasons The 
Real Deal happened,” Black tells us, “is be-
cause the founder, Nimbus, was an electrical 
engineer. He made power amps. He had ac-
cess to great speakers and information and 
he made things happen. While it’s definitely 
more commercial now, the quality of the 
acts is getting bigger and better. Shenzhen is 
growing and the people are growing with it.”

And he’s not wrong when it comes to 
quality. Oil Club has one of the best sound 
systems in the country, and is modeled after 
London’s underground clubs – its clean, in-
dustrial vibe keeps the commercial elements 
to a minimum. At their first-year anniversary 
last month, they saw over 800 people come 
through its doors. “There were lots of people 
before us doing things for the scene, here and 
in other cities,” Sun explains. “Gaz (Williams) 
up in Shanghai was a great help to us when 
we were doing the design. People always 
think that Shenzhen, with its short history, 
is a cultural desert and is only about tech 
and business. But we know that beneath the 
desert there’s oil, which is how we chose the 
name and why we chose Shenzhen.”
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Three New Homegrown Albums on Our Radar This Month
by Sarah Forman

THE KICKOFF 
by Various Artists
This compilation is the first release on Rad Ran – the Beijing-based studio’s 
international arm. With a mix of Chinese and European producers, it highlights 
some of the best musicians the label has to offer. The second track, ‘I no’ from Dutch 
producers Dayle and Supb Yao is short and sweet, taking a page out of Flying Lotus’ 
book with its beat heavy, scribbling mess of record scratches at the start. From the 
southern coast of China, Negative 808’s tech heavy, dizzying digital skips is just the 
kind of upbeat electro you’d want to hear around 2am on a night out. With a mix of 
local and international representation, the EP is a prime example of the direction the 
industry is headed. If you ever weren’t sure about how much variety you can really 
have in electronic music, this eight-song survey does a great job of spelling it out.

Listen here: ranmusicbj.bandcamp.com/album/the-kickof

FLIP HOUSE 
by Flip House
Pop-punk fans, we’ve got another good one for you. 2019 is off to a strong start with 
the first release from Flip House. Reminiscent of Bomb the Music Industry, the first 
song ‘Lorelai’ starts off with a single guitar strumming chords like your high school 
crush did back in the day, shortly followed by a flood of percussion and strings, all 
playing in unison – full frontal and full of energy. ‘Bukowski,’ like Jeff Rosenstock, 
doesn’t shy away from intense drumrolls and slow-paced breakdowns with 
quick transitions, acting as an emotional rollercoaster and a dance floor workout. 
Fluctuating between singing and screaming in both Chinese and English, the album 
is clean, yet uninhibitedly fun. 

Listen here: fliphouse.bandcamp.com/releases

ODD F**KING GESTURE EP 
by  Odd F**king Gesture
This garage-rock number from Shenzhen harkens back to a time where the genre 
was dirtier, noisier and more guitar-heavy. It reminds you of something you might’ve 
heard if your parents were ‘cool’ and have incredible (and embarrassing) photos 
to show for it. With ballads like ‘Saccharine,’ and double-timed tracks like ‘I H8 
Sharesprings’, the EP runs the gamut of what you expected – and loved – about those 
that pioneered shaggy hair, thrashing rhythms and bruise inducing crowds. The 
vaguely pop-punk lyrics and higher, head-voice vocals might be heavy for those that 
aren’t quite ready to have a tooth knocked out in a mosh pit, but the more palatable 
sound is a good way to ease yourself in.

Listen here: boringproductions.bandcamp.com/album/odd-fucking-gesture-ep
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For gallery information visit www.thatsmags.com/beijing 

Zhang Hui, 'Zhang Hui 2018'
Through Jan 20; Long March Space

Nicolas Party, 'Arches'
Through Feb 24; M Woods Museum

Hu Shasha, 'Fresh Mark' 
Through Feb 28; EGG Gallery

Group Exhibition, 'Innerscapes'
Through Mar 3; Galleria Continua 

Group Exhibition, 'Zhuanzhe: Artists in 
the Time of Change'
Through Mar 4; Yuan Art Museum

Niki de Saint 
Phalle, Solo 
Exhibition
Through Mar 10; 
Today Art Museum
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It’s that time of the year again! That’s right – the Food and Drink Awards. The That’s 
Beijing Food and Drink Awards. In the shaky and ever-changing world of Beijing’s food 
and drink scene, we’re lucky to have been able to celebrate some smooth operators, both 
old and new. Our not-so-top secret awards party was 007-themed in honor of everyone’s 
favorite man of espionage James Bond. Here’s a declassified guide for our (and your) killer 
picks of Beijing’s best.



Gertz Danish Bakery

Bakery of the Year

Kempi Deli
Kempinski Hotel Beijing Lufthansa Center 

Kempinski Hotel’s very own bakery is a true Beijing gem 

that keeps cranking out mouth-watering pastries that are 

almost too pretty to eat. 

Ichido 
Cafe Zarah

Lingxia might be small but packs a punch. Since its opening earlier this year, this miniature gelato shop inside trendy food court The Crib made quite a splash in the Beijing dessert scene with its natural and flavorful offerings made with Italian expertise. 

Desserts of the Year 

Lingxia Gelato Lab 

TrEat

Value Eats of the 
Year 

Annie’s
Friendly neighborhood Italian restaurant Annie’s 

keeps offering solid Italian grub at a competitive 

price and is the go-to spot for a laid-back meal 

with family and friends. And for pizzas at any 

time of the day, of course. 

Cafe Zarah

Café of the Year 

Café Flatwhite 
The cafe that first brought ‘flat whites’ to Beijing 

is still going strong more than ten years later –  

even with all the hipster coffee shops springing 

up around town. 

Greybox Coffee

Great Leap Brewing #45 
Brewpub

Pub Food of the Year 

Beersmith
Hotel Jen Beijing

This CBD brewery is an upscale version of the 
classic hutong brewery (now a rare sight) and 
so is its food. Blurring the line between finger 
food and fine dining, Beersmith treats you to 
something more than just snacks to accompany 
your premium beer. 
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In & Out

Chinese Value Eats of 
the Year 

Honglu 
Just like its name, the Chinese word for ‘red stove,' Honglu 
is all about home cooking, serving old-Beijing specialties 
that are traditional, tasty and affordable. 

Chaan Walad

Tribe doesn’t simply sell healthy food – 

it serves a lifestyle. This hub for every-

thing green and light is also a meeting 

point for fitness buffs with seminars and 

workshops going on all year, and health-

conscious diners who are serious about 

their meals.

Healthy Eats of the Year 

TRIBE 

 TRIBE

Vegetarian/Veg-
Friendly Eats of 

the Year 

Element Fresh 
Element Fresh’s empire now stretches all 
across Beijing. The recipe for success: light 
dishes made with the best ingredients (fresh, 
of course). Elementary. 

Indian Kitchen

Indian Cuisine of the Year 

Ganges Tandoori chicken, curry and samosas: Ganges is the epitome of Indian food in Beijing. With a menu full of stories, one for every dish, it offers more than just food in its five different locations around the city, taking its guests on a journey through India and its culture. The warm hospitality does the rest. 

Gung Ho!

Pizza of the Year 

Tube Station 

Famous for their 32-inch pizza, Tube Station 

has grown its pizza empire in the capital. And 

for a good reason: Well-baked, large and deli-

cious, this pizza clearly has a special space in 

our readers’ hearts (and their stomachs.) 
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 V Sports

Burger of the Year 

Slow Boat Brewery 
Slow Boat’s burgers are probably the second most com-pelling reason to go to Slow Boat. For some, they’re the first. Creative, meaty and juicy, these burgers brought pub grub to a whole new level. With Slow Boat’s great craft brews, it's the perfect combo for a solid night out. 

CASA TALIA by TIAGO

Spanish/Latin American 
Cuisine of the Year 

Migas Mercado
Relocated but not forgotten, legendary Sanlitun hotspot 

Migas has moved to the CBD but hasn’t lost its party-

friendly vibe and great food. It has, instead, gained a 

new and exciting view over Beijing’s up-and-coming 

business district. 

Blue Frog's bougie American burgers are stacked high 
with thick meat patties and hearty fillings to the point of 
collapsing. With its extensive drink menu, it’s no wonder 
that Americans (and non-Americans) love this pioneer, 
which was among the first to bring sophisticated burg-
ers to the capital. 

Home Plate BBQ

American Cuisine of the Year 

Blue Frog

Eudora Station

Live Venue and Restaurant 
of the Year 

Blue Note Beijing
Blue Note blends together live music, casual dining 

and superb drinks for a magic mix that makes this a 

live venue the perfect location for a night of food, fun 

and all that jazz. 

41



The Taco Bar

Mexican Cuisine of 
the Year 

Pebbles Courtyard 

Wudaoying Hutong’s Mexican institution Pebbles Courtyard 

serves delectable Tex-Mex cuisine, with classics like carne 

asada, tamales and tacos as good as they get, all served 

in a vibrant environment that refutes cliches and success-

fully mixes Latin American vibes with a Chinese courtyard. 

Maison Flo

French Cuisine of the Year 

Brasserie 1893
Waldorf Astoria Beijing 

Lobsters, steaks and a number of fresh and 
modern French dishes: Brasserie 1893’s menu 
shares the same understated glamour as the 
restaurant itself, where the main attractions are 
the two large Molteni Stoves at which chefs work 
their magic in full sight of the guests. 

Steamrhino Brewing Co.

One of the few survivors of the Fangjia 
Hutong brickings, The Great Outdoors 
offers sublime craft beer in its spacious 
two-story location and, in true hutong 
bar tradition, a beer fridge stocked with 
local and imported brews. 

Group-friendly Bar of 
the Year 

 The Great Outdoors 

TIAGO SELECT 2.0

Creative Concept of 
the Year

Arcade by Hatchery

Game on while dining out at Hatchery’s hip 

casual concept Arcade, which features arcade 

games and food.

Brotzeit

German Cuisine of the Year 

 Paulaner Bräuhaus
Kempinski Hotel Beijing Lufhansa 

Center 
Embodying the authentic German spirit, 
Paulaner Brauhaus is where striking blonde ales 
meet some of the best Bavarian specialties in 
town for unforgettable evening banquets… and 
not just during Oktoberfest. 
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Nadaman

China World Summit Wing, Beijing

Japanese Cuisine of the Year

Beyond Yakitori

Ambitious Topwin establishment Beyond Yakitori ex-

ceeds all expectations when it comes to hip and innova-

tive Japanese fare.

Sifang Sanchuan

Sichuanese/Hunanese Cuisine of the Year

Zhang Mama
Hutong classic Zhang Mama serves up spicy home-style meals in a humble and relaxed setting.

Dali Courtyard

Yunnan Cuisine of the Year

Middle 8
Renowned chain Middle 8 brings the taste of the South  
right to the heart of Beijing, with one of the capital’s most 
extensive selections of Yunnan specialties, alongside  
new interpretations of traditional Chinese dishes.

 Jia
NUO Hotel Beijing

Cantonese Cuisine of the Year

8 Qi Nian Chinese 
Restaurant

New World Beijing Hotel

Dim sum and southern Chinese delicacies never looked 

so stylish than at 8 Qi Nian at the sleek New World 

Beijing Hotel.
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Flora Steak & Bar

Steakhouse of the 
Year

Morton’s T he Steakhouse

Unleash your inner carnivore at this popular American chain 

restaurant specializing in juicy steaks.

 Moka Bros

Get your high-quality French food fix 
without emptying out your wallet at 
Bistro 108.

Casual Dining of the 
Year

Bistro 108

 Palms L.A. Kitchen and Bar

Take in hutong views and breathe in that fresh 
Beijing air (when you can) while you brunch on 
Toast’s sweet little rooftop.

Alfresco Dining 
of the Year

Toast 
The Orchid

Views
   Sunrise Kempinski Hotel Beijing

Gastrolounge of the Year

Red Rose Brew
With its trendy party vibe, Red Rose blurs the boundaries between lounge bar, American diner and brewery.

Jing Yaa Tang
The Opposite House

Beijing Duck of the Year

Xihe Yayuan Beijing Duck
Esteemed roast duck stalwart Xihe Yayuan stole 
hearts and bellies again for the second year 
in a row.
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Annie's

Enjoy expertly prepared Chinese spe-

cialties that the entire family will enjoy 

at Horizon Chinese Restaurant.

Family Dining of the Year

Horizon Chinese Restaurant 

Kerry Hotel, Beijing

Tiger Pancake House

Brunch of the Year

Hulu
TRB takes a walk on the casual side with its trendy new dining spot Hulu, but does so in high fashion.

Silk Road Trattoria 
The Great Wall Hotel Beijing

Buffet of the Year

N’Joy 
NUO Hotel Beijing

No one does buffets bigger and better than 
N’Joy – journey around the world with their im-
pressive array of international cuisine offerings. 

 Daccapo Italian Restaurant 

Regent Beijing

Wine List of the Year

O’Bar 
 NUO Hotel Beijing

Paired with its extensive wine selection, O’Bar’s 

polished interior and intimate atmosphere make 

it the perfect spot to unwind.

Hotel Casual Dining of the Year

RED BOWL
Rosewood Beijing

Warm up at Rosewood Beijing’s ultra-hip Red Bowl restaurant, where they dish out hotpot in superior style.

C6 Café
Crowne Plaza Chaoyang U-Town
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 Makan Kitchen 
Hilton Beijing

Southeast Asian 
Cuisine of the Year

KEAAMI THAI by TIAGO
Colorful and hip, Keaami’s interior echoes the splashy menu – a kaleidoscopic mix of colors and spices, plus a good dose of coups de theatre.

 Jing
The Peninsula Beijing

Four Season’s Mio is a regular among 

our awardees: Its contemporary take on 

Italian cuisine, laid-back atmosphere, 

two open kitchens and a great wine list 

make it a top foodie destination. 

Hotel Fine Dining of the 
Year 

Mio
Four Seasons Hotel Beijing 

Bottega

Italian Cuisine of 
the Year

 Daccapo Italian Restaurant
Regent Beijing 

Bold, fresh and quintessentially Italian, Daccapo 
is Italian fine dining reinvented. Delightfully up-
scale, Daccapo still manages to maintain a 
familiar, friendly vibe – so much so that, if you 
visit, you might probably end up chatting with 
the chef and toasting to the future.

Kerry’s Kitchen Kerry Hotel, Beijing

Hotel Brunch of the Year 

 Signature’s RestaurantKempinski Hotel Beijing Lufthansa CenterSatisfy all of your mega-brunch cravings at Signature’s beastly buffet, featuring everything from dim sum stations to meaty mains.

CRU Steakhouse
JW Marriott Hotel Beijing

Hotel Steakhouse of the Year

Grill 79
China World Summit Wing, Beijing

With its lux location and captivating views, Grill 

79 is a prime spot for some killer steaks.
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Zijin Mansion
Waldorf Astoria Beijing

Chinese Fine Dining 
of the Year

 Wan Li
Renaissance Beijing Wangfujing Hotel

Contemporary restaurant Wan Li is the ideal spot for classic and delicious Chinese food in an upscale setting.

The Georg

Restaurant of the Year

TRB
TRB continues to deliver an extravagant fine-dining 

experience like no other with its incredible service and 

inventive dishes.

Hudson

Western Fine Dining 
of the Year

Opera Bombana
Famed Italian restaurant Opera Bombana dishes out 
exceptional gourmet creations in a glitzy yet cozy at-
mosphere.

Cravings

New Restaurant of the Year

Pachapapi
Get a taste of authentic Peruvian fare in the capital at Pachapapi, all while surrounded by a vivid and lively atmosphere.
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NIFTY FIFTY
New craft cocktail bar 
50/50, p57

EAT
&

DRINK

Czech Eats
p54

Hip Dim Sum
p56

Thai Food
p58



FOOD FOR THOUGHT

This month we meet Mr. Xue, who works be-
hind the bar at a Cantonese restaurant.

What is your idea of the perfect day?

Ah, that's simple! When there's no work! 
[laughs] 

What's the first thing you thought when 
you woke up this morning? 

To check the time and wash my face, of 
course. 

Who is your best customer? 

I guess I don't have my own customers. This 
is because I work behind the bar counter and 
I don't usually get the chance to interact with 
the eaters here. 

Which living person do you most admire? 

My father for sure – he raised me. 

When and where were you happiest? 

Today, because I was interviewed! 

Which talent would you most like to have? 

I guess the skill to slay at basketball, because 
I think it would be relaxing and refreshing if 
I could just win every game. 

GETTING MODERATELY DEEP WITH...
A Barman at a Cantonese Restaurant
interview by Yuka Hayashi

What do you consider your greatest 
achievement? 

I used to get really good grades when I was 
really young. [laughs] 

If you could change one thing about your 
life, what would it be? 

I think I'd want to go to school. I mean, I 
don't like studying when I'm studying, but I 
somehow miss the idea of it when I'm not. 

What is your most treasured possession? 

My house! 

What trait do you most value in a person? 

Morals. I find it very hard to even communi-
cate with those with no morals. 

What is it that you most dislike? 

People who talk behind others’ backs. 

What is your motto? 

I don't have any of my own mottos. 

What always makes you laugh? 

When I get to see my family and friends. 
They make me happy and laugh. 

Who is your hero? 

My grandpa because he was in the army. I 
aspire to be in the army. I think it can change 
so many aspects of my life, like the way I 
think.

Mr. Xue works at a Cantonese restaurant on 
Xiaoyun Lu.

W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 9  |  5 1



In recent news of strange combinations we never asked 
for: Get your sugar rush and coffee buzz in one go with 
this coffee-flavored Coca-Cola. No joke. When we first 
spot this curious caffeinated concoction (labeled in 
Vietnamese), we can only hope it’s Vietnamese coffee 
– though after some careful sleuthing (aka Google trans-
late), we’re shocked and upset to find out that ‘thêm 
cà phê’ just means ‘more coffee.’ Also, upon further 
inspection, we read that it’s technically not even sup-
posed to be exported outside of Vietnam. But we’re glad 
it was because the fizzy fusion of 30-percent caffeine 
and sugary cola is… well, it’s pretty damn good, we’re 
not gonna lie. From first sip, it’s classic Coke – but less 
bubbly – with a pleasant coffee aftertaste, and a sweet 
scent that lingers all the while. A few indulgent gulps 
and we’re wondering why we haven’t been adding soda 
to our morning cups of coffee all along (OK, probably an 
overstatement). Sure, our heartrates might be racing at 
slightly alarming levels now, but we can’t deny – it’s a 
solid dose of artificial fuel for those ungodly hours of the 
morning or super late nights.  VO
RMB12.90, BLT Supermarket

Hold your noses: Malaysia plans 
to up its game of selling durian 
fruit to China. According to the 
Guardian, the pungent and spiky 
fruit, native to the Southeast 
Asian country, is so in-demand 

that by 2030 the nation plans to 
increase its exports by 50 percent. 

With the smelly industry growing 
exponentially, farms have already 

expanded to fill the high demand, as 
trade will shift from just certain durian 

parts to the entire gargantuan fruit. Good 
news for avid fans of the stinky delicacy, 
bad news for most streetwalkers.  VO

SMELL THE MONEY

VINEGRAPE
With the icy temps dropping even 
lower, it doesn’t take much to con-
vince me to never leave my apart-
ment. I also have blankets and a semi-
working heater to blame for that. 
(And I still don’t have a proper winter 
coat, which might be it too.) But as 
tough as it is, there are a few reasons 
to brave the outdoors – and those rea-
sons all involve bars and restaurants. 
Lucky for you readers, we’ve already 
done the leg work and laid out all the 
winners from our Food and Drink 
Awards last month (p. 38) so there 
are no excuses.

You know what goes hand-in-hand 
with this cold weather? Tacos. Not 
really, but over at Q Mex Taqueria 
they’ve rolled out a new menu featur-
ing loads of them, along with spicy 
cheese sausage, grilled lamb chops 
with roasted corn and rice and que-
sadillas made with homemade flour 
tortillas. 

If you’re still hungry for more 
(tacos), El Barrio is leveling up with 
some weekly specials like half price 
tacos on Mondays but most impor-
tantly – dangerously discounted 
RMB10 frozen margaritas for the 
ladies every Wednesday night. Frozen 
margaritas in the dead of winter? 
Bold move, El Barrio.

Speaking of bold moves, Slow Boat 
Brewery is going back to its hutong 
roots and opening up a taproom right 
by the Dengshikou subway station. 
The new space will be smaller than its 
Sanlitun counterpart but will offer an 
extended drink menu with cocktails, 
spirits and wine. Stay tuned. 

Beer lovers, that’s not all: Great 
Leap Brewery recently debuted a new 
location in Lido, which might just fill 
the hole in our hearts left by their 
dearly departed #12 location last 
year. Expect plenty of seating and a 
complete list of food offerings – burg-
ers, pizzas, the works. With Ramo 
nearby, Lido is starting to sound like a 
decent spot for a booze cruise. (Sorry 
if your New Year’s resolution was to 
drink less beer.)  VO
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We Tell You            
if the Rice is 

Worth the  
Hassle

Super Dog
Super Dog, a shabby neon-lit stand in Sanlitun SOHO, serves up me-
ga-cheap hot dogs and sides. We try the Super Mexican (RMB14), 
a spicy sausage drizzled with ketchup and mustard and topped 
with jalapenos. It’s a decent dog for the price we pay – though sup-
ported by a sad bun that deflates at first bite. Wash it down with a 
soda from the fridge, stocked with A&W root beer and vanilla Coke 
(RMB10). 

Daily 10am-9pm; B1-330, Building 5, Sanlitun SOHO, 8 Gongti Bei Lu, Chaoyang 
朝阳区工体北路8号三里屯SOHO 5号商场B1-330

MIFAN/MAFAN

Do
The city is overflowing with crazy dessert trends and Do apparently didn’t get the 
memo. Located in Topwin Center, the shop specializes in loaded cronuts – crois-
sant meets donut – served with a mountain of artificially colored toppings, hard 
frozen ice cream and sparkles (our blueberry variation was RMB39). Seriously, 
there’s actual glitter on these things. The decadent disasters look like they belong 
in a 5-year-old’s plastic tea set. Also, the loud wall of neon signs proclaiming “I 
Love You,” “Missing You” and “F*ck Off” is giving us major mixed signals. Let’s just 
say, Do should do less.

Daily 10.30am-11.30pm; 3/F, Topwin Center, 1 Sanlitun Nan Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区南三里屯路1
号通盈中心3层 

Fang Bar  
The Other Place is getting crowded. Hutong hipsters can now celebrate a new addition to 
the stacked lineup after El Nido and Taco Bar: Fang Bar of Fangjia past. The cool cocktail 
establishment quietly took over the empty shack of bar space across the courtyard and is 
back to slinging eccentric craft creations like the tart and creamy Dharma Rum (RMB65) – 
a “spiritual awakening” based with 3 Stars rum, amaretto, honey cumin syrup and yogurt.

Daily, 6pm-3am; 1 Langjia Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区郎家胡同1号

                                                               Nemo&Bu
It’s the middle of winter, which means any meal that is hot and spicy is exactly 
what the doctor ordered. Nemo&Bu has that covered with lots of spice (mala-
tang) and everything nice (cat-friendly!). For those that can’t handle the heat, 

don’t worry – there’s a spice scale that caters to your taste buds. Try their 
Happy Eggs (RMB22), crusty fried quail eggs covered with chili powder, and Hot 
and Sour Sweet Potato Noodles (RMB28). With some soft music and warm light-

ing, it’s quite a cozy spot to defrost.

Tue-Sun 11am-2am; 401, 4/F, 43 Beisanlitun Nan, Chaoyang 朝阳区北三里屯南43楼2幢四层401
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A central avenue of all things hip, Sanlitun is 
known for housing the goliaths of gourmet 
dining spots in Beijing. But sometimes a foil 
is what an area needs to call itself truly di-
verse. Sadly, that’s where Vltava comes in. 

Located on the third floor of the Topwin 
Center, sure, this Czech restaurant 
sports a very welcoming charm. 
Upon entering, the omnipresent in-
house brewery boldly pronounces 
'We make our own beer.' We 
start off with a Dalesicke brew 
(RMB48) and a dish humbly 
named Typical Bread (RMB48) 
– which was, well, very typical, 
though a tad over-salted. 

While it may not turn your av-
erage local Beijinger away, Vltava 
gently enforces WeChat or the China 
Merchant’s Bank app as a means 
to order. Basically, if you don’t have 
either – you, uh, can’t order. No, re-
ally. We tried several times to order 
the good old-fashioned way but 
without much luck. 

Nevertheless, we fought on: Next 
up was an assortment of hearty 
sausages alongside some condi-
ments (RMB120). Alright, we’ll 
admit,  these were solid and com-
plimented the beer – bonus points. 
The Czech potato salad (RMB38) 
arrived promptly after, made with 
decent mayonnaise given the 
creaminess of it – a nice surprise 

VLTAVA  
SPUDS AND SUDS
words and images by Andrew Braun

from the cheap Miracle Whip we’re 
expecting.

Soon plates where flying out and 
before we knew it our table was full of 
Czech delights. From the warm and fill-
ing potato dumplings with herbs (RMB20 
for three) to the trout (RMB108) – a sad 
portion for such a high price – we noticed a 
trend. Potatoes. Everywhere. The big kahuna 
arrived in the form of a barbecue pork knee 
(RMB198). Tender and juicy, with just the 
right amount of fat, this was the saving grace.  

All in all, after working out some much-
needed kinks (the bathroom requires a bit of 

a 
hunt into 
the neighboring hotel), Vltava might be a 
good spot for a hearty winter meal. 

Daily, 11.30am-11pm; N8-30, 3/F, Taikoo Li, 
Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路太古里北区三层
N8-30 (6468 1619)
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Annie’s brand of honest, family-friendly and 
inexpensive Italian food has conquered the 
hearts of Beijingers ever since the brand in-
troduced one of the capital’s first wood-fired 
pizza ovens in the early 2000s. But when we 
heard the beloved chain was preparing to 
launch a new fine-dining concept under the 
name Ponte, we were a bit skeptical. Annie’s 
strength has always been its ability to of-
fer a unique quality-to-price ratio, offering 
authentic Italian food, prepared by Italian 
chefs, to all kinds of clients. But could it ever 
go upscale?

Entering the brand-new restaurant in 
Jiangtai, we see Annie’s has, indeed, upped its 
game in the effort to cater to a new discern-
ing clientele in search for more appealing 
culinary experiences. At a closer look, though, 
we realize this new brand is still undeniably 
Annie’s: family-friendly and approachable. 
That vibe is apparent even in its looks, half-
way between a trattoria and a hip bistro, with 
understated furniture and whimsical works 
of contemporary art that appear to be saying 
‘Don’t take us too seriously.’

While the offerings at Ponte fall right under 
the label of ‘cuisine,’ Annie’s did not commit 
entirely to the idea of fine dining, as its menu 
still includes the brand-defining pizzas (that 
in Italy would be an automatic downgrade) 
and some Italian home-cooking classics 

like seafood risotto and clam sauce pasta 
(both RMB88). Nor could its menu be said 
to be quintessentially Italian, with Western 
staples like foie gras (RMB138) and Kobe 
beef (RMB458) making an appearance. Still, 
our buffalo cheese margherita (RMB85) is 
quite a step up from its Annie’s counterpart, 
although we would have loved the buffalo 
cheese to pack a stronger flavor punch.

Wanting to put Ponte to the test, we order 
a plate of truffle gnocchi with taleggio sauce 
(RMB138), to see how faithful their little 
potato dumplings are to the Italian originals. 
Ponte sees our bet and doubles up: The gnoc-
chi blow us away with their perfect texture 
and we’re left greedily scooping the leftover 
truffle cream with a chunk of bread. The 
same goes for the Milanese-style beef filet 
with arugula and pine nuts (RMB208), a nice 
reinterpretation of the traditional Milanese 
recipe, where meat is covered in bread 
crumbs, with a tender steak served enclosed 
in crunchy rolls and covered in finger-licking 
mustard gravy.

At the end of the meal, the tiramisu 
(RMB78) knocks our socks off, and so does 
the coffee that comes with handmade ama-
retti cookies, just like it would in any Italian 
cafe. OK Ponte, we get it, we won’t doubt your 
commitment.

Pizzas are not the only remains of Annie’s 

recipe for success in Ponte: Right next to the 
dining area is Ponte Deli, where Italian spe-
cialties including a large selection of cheeses 
and roasted coffee beans are for sale, so you 
can relive the Italian dining experience at 
home.

Meaning ‘bridge’ in Italian, Ponte is all 
about giving Beijing foodies (and their 
families) a connection to authentic Italian 
cuisine. The experiment looks to be success-
ful: Faithful to the originals without being 
boring, Ponte’s offerings are the real deal, and 
with the attention to detail, we’re more than 
happy to cough up some cash.

Our verdict? Ponte carries out Annie’s 
legacy and plans to be your favorite friendly 
Italian restaurant.

Daily, 6.30am-10pm; 106/1, Bldg 15, 6 
Dongsihuang Beilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区4东四环北路6号
1区15号楼106

PONTE   
Annie's Bridges the Gap
by Edoardo Donati Fogliazza
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With dumpling-making classes and pizza din-
ners in full swing at their covert neighboring 
venue space on Baochao, The Orchid team is 
shaking things up in the hutongs, no doubt. 
They’ve now unveiled Furongji, a new laidback 
dim sum spot, steps away from the charming 
boutique hotel – essentially completing the 
trifecta.

The casual vibe reads trendy canteen with 
its minimalist decor: dangling wire string 
lights, tile floors, wooden booths and a subtle 
hint of color from their painted logo by the 
entrance.

Pick and choose from a menu checklist of 
dim sum delights, aptly sectioned off into sev-
eral categories from steamed and boiled dish-
es to rice rolls, and the number of rounds too.

From the soft steamed taro balls and 
pan-fried radish cakes (both RMB28) to the 
chazhou fenguo dumplings (RMB36), Furongji 
is dishing out dim sum classics with a tasty 
twist. They’ve even got fatty chicken feet 
(RMB28) so you know it’s legit. Add a hot bowl 
of coconut chicken soup (RMB28) for those 
especially chilly days.

The winner of the bunch is a simple 
steamed rice bowl topped with a round beef 
cake and egg (RMB36) – a savory and filling 
dish that we’ll now find ourselves craving at all 
hours of the day. 

Drinks consist of mainly teas – milk and 
cold-brewed varieties – though they’ve also 
got Ovaltine shakes made with ice cream from 
The Bake Shop. We don’t know where that fits 
in exactly, but we don’t mind.  

Treating ourselves to some cool lychee 
black tea ice cream with chewy boba pearls 
(RMB28), we’re feeling jazzed. A hip hutong 

spot for bite-size cravings? Not a bad place to 
start a Saturday night before venturing on to 
Gulou cocktail bar stalwarts like Mai Bar and 
Modernista nearby (and maybe shamelessly 
stumble back into for some Sunday brunch the 
next day.).

Daily, 11am-10pm; 106/1, Bldg. 15, 6 Dongsihuang 
Beilu, Chaoyang 东四环北路6号1区15号楼106

FURONGJI   
All That and Dim Sum
by Valerie Osipov
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Resting across the street from April Gourmet, 
50/50 is trendy little cocktail bar to add to 
your list of Xingfucun haunts. Helmed by the 
same owner of previous Gulou gem Scarlet A, 
the new joint has just about hit its stride in 
its first month of business. 

Directly up the stairs from the entrance 
lies a cozy, dimly lit open space with no-frills 
decor and a small private party room in the 
back. 50/50 put most of their resources to-
wards an impressive back bar, which features 
all kinds of unique high-quality whiskies, gins 
and agave spirits which can accommodate 
both avid spirit connoisseurs and newbies 
alike. 

The menu features a wide array of 
classic cocktails and punchbowls, as 
well as a few tasteful variations on 
those said classics, all at modest 
prices. Drinks are substantial and 
impressively feature noteworthy 
base spirits and modifiers that are 
surprisingly above the average offer-
ings we were expecting. 

They also offer a rotating menu of their 
more innovative seasonal libations like the 

50/50  
FULLY LOADED

by Hawk Lincoln

Basic Bish (RMB90), an ideal winter elixir 
made with rum, maple syrup and pumpkin 
puree, and the Unusual Pig (RMB90), which 
is a highly unorthodox negroni made with 
bacon-infused Campari, mezcal, vermouth 
and a bit of spice. We also tried the Twerk 
(RMB80): a punchy concoction of mezcal, 
yellow-bell-pepper juice, yellow chartreuse 
and lime juice topped with a Thai chili tinc-
ture. The drink was vegetal, savory and a bit 
spicy – but not overwhelmingly so.

Location-wise, 50/50 is just far away 
enough from the heart of the Sanlitun 
cocktail scene (a convincing selling point). 

What’s more, the menu, service and decor 
are relaxed and earnest, a refreshing 

departure from the ever-present 
turn-of-the-century waistcoat-

and-jazz bars that have satu-
rated the Beijing bar scene. All 
of this makes 50/50 worth a 

visit – and a great place to esca-
late a date after those initial beers 

at Jing-A Brewpub.

Tue-Sun, 7pm-3am; 55 Xingfucun Zhong Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区幸福村中路55号杰座大厦
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The sixth floor of the gargantuan Chaoyang Joy City 
mall has the somewhat off-putting shape of a postiche 
European square, complete with indoor streetlights, 
benches and gazebos. If you follow the development of 
Beijing’s food scene you won’t be surprised to learn that 
this location has become somewhat of a haven for hip 
dining spots, among them Beijing’s The Rug Café. In this 
estranging environment, the trick to survive is creating 
an identity, a distinguishable feel strong enough to stand 
out among the blandness of the surroundings.

If someone could pull it off, it had to be the mall-
dwellers – Mediterranean cuisine veterans Tiago. The 
team just opened another Select brand spot Keaami, 
their very first venture into Thai cusine. 

Tiago’s take on Thai is carefree, colorful and hip. With 
vibrant couches, crocodile prints and bamboo details 
all over, from a distance it looks like someone dropped 
buckets of paint on the dull Joy City corridors. But far 
from being overwhelming, Keaami’s attire looks so fresh 
and compelling, it begs you to enter and peek at the 
menu. 

The interiors reflect the restaurant's splashy offer-
ings. Chef Purida 'Pu' Theeraphong created a quintissen-
tial Thai menu – think curry, coconut milk, mangoes and 
sticky rice – plus a good dose of coups de theatre. For 
one, most of the dishes come decorated with sparkles 
of edible gold (one of the country’s signature colors and 
largest exports) like our entrée that doubles as dessert 
called Colorful Sticky Rice Garden (RMB88) –  mango 
skewers immersed in coconut milk with sticky and fried 
rice. Also, soups are quite the show at Keaami: Our Tam 
Yum Goong Soup with river prawns (RMB168) is a tangy 
and warm treat prepared with lemongrass, cumin, xi-
anmao (a medical plant) and straw mushrooms. Spices 
are strong, but not stinging like the ones of a Chongqing 
hotpot. 

The same goes for the spicy herbs that cover the 
Grilled Black Pork Ribs (RMB188), another Thai spe-
cialty, so tender and juicy we suddenly don’t want to 
share it anymore despite its enormous portion. For 
non-carnivores, there’s plenty of salads and curries to 
choose from. But there’s nothing we would suggest you 
to try more than the Mixed Rice Salad with Thai Herbs 
(RMB98): two colorful mountains of sticky rice covered 
with pomelo, haini powder, ginger and 15 different Thai 
spices, resulting in a plate so rich in color and diverse in 
taste, every spoonful of rice is a brand-new experience. 

As expected by one of Tiago’s offspring, Keaami 
comes to life with a fully realized personality. Immersed 
in the whimsical playfulness of our surroundings and 
presented with exciting dishes we enjoy ourselves fully, 
and quickly forget the dusty gazebos a few feet away. 

Despite it being many things at once and vibrating 
with a plethora of colors, Keaami somehow makes sense 
of its hyperbolic nature and Thais it together quite 
nicely. 

Daily 11.30am-10pm; 6F/25, 101, Chaoyang Beilu, Chaoyang 
Joy City, Chaoyang 朝阳北路101号朝阳大悦城6F-25号

KEAAMI BY TIAGO  
Thai-Dye
by Edoardo Donati Fogliazza
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CITY SCENES

Everything was coming up roses at the DeYuYuan’s 5th Annual Starry Starry 

Night Piano Recital, during which these charming little artists took the 

house down with their performance.

Ctrip is now big enough to have its own day. The popular travel app hosted 

its inaugural Ctrip Day travel industry conference last month, bringing to-

gether all its key stakeholders.

Everyone does their part to show-

case the company's competitive 

prices at the launch of Air Asia's 

exclusive flight from Tianjin to 

Kuala Lumpur.

Executives and non-executives at the St. Regis Tianjin came together for the 

festivities to enjoy an afternoon tea complete with... a talk show? Maybe 

they took it too far.

Beijing Kerry Residence celebrated Christmas in style, with a night where the 

dress code appears to have been 'White Christmas.'



HEAR

  Soulciety  DJ 

Mastermind Productions is bringing 

you their first party of 2019: Soulciety 

– a night of nothing but soul, funk 

and jazz. Stop by Zhao Dai to see local 

talent fRUITY GROUP, V-Nutz and DJ 

Watermelon.

Fri Jan 18, 10pm-late; RMB80; Zhao 

Dai, Genasi Mansion, 19 Xinyuanli Xi 

Lu Chaoyang 朝阳区新源里西路19号

  Twink  Gig

Psychedelic rock veteran Twink stops 

by the capital while on his China tour. 

The drummer has been involved in 

several groundbreaking bands and has 

collaborated with musicians like T. Rex. 

He’ll be bringing the noise to DDC early 

this month, along with supporting acts 

Birdstriking and Xiao Wang.

Sat Jan 5, 9pm; RMB100 (presale), 

RMB120 (door); Dusk Dawn Club 

(see Listings for details)

  Slash  /  Gig

Hard rock guru Slash touches down at the Beijing Exhibition Center Theater this 

month. The award-winning musician is best known worldwide as the lead guitarist 

of revolutionary rock bands Guns N’ Roses and Velvet Revolver. Since then, he’s es-

tablished himself as a legendary solo artist.

Sun Jan 20, 7.30pm; RMB680-1280; Beijing Exhibition Center Theater, 135 

Xizhimen, Xicheng 西直门外大街135号 (tickets via 247tickets.com)

  Envy  Gig

Underground Japanese band Envy hits 

Beijing after a stop in Shanghai. The 

post-rockers have been making music 

for two decades and have since toured 

with Mogwai, Deafheaven and more. 

Catch their raucous gig at Omni Space 

at the end of the month.

Sun Jan 20, 9pm; RMB200 (presale), 

RMB240 (door); Omni Space, B103 

Tianqiao Arts Center, Xiachen Square, 

Xicheng 西城区天桥艺术中心下沉广
场 B103

  Reol  Music 

From singer songwriter to self-produc-

er, eccentric Japanese EDM artist Reol 

embarks on a live tour. Prepare for 

a genre-blending night of electronic 

pop and unique artistry by the darling 

oddity. 

Sun Jan 13, 3pm; RMB450 (early 

bird), RMB480 (pre-sale), RMB580 

(door price); Tango, 79 Hepingli 

Xijie, Dongcheng 东城区和平里西街
79号 (tickets via 247tickets.com)

E V E N T S
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  La Traviata  /  Opera

Set in Paris during the 19th century, Giuseppe Verdi’s three-act opera La 

Traviata is coming to move Beijing. Don’t miss out on the opportunity to see 

spectacular performances, lighting and costumes, and to hear the gripping 

love story of main character Violetta. 

Tue Jan 22-Sat Jan 26, 7pm; RMB100-1632; Opera House at the National Center for the 

Performing Arts (NCPA), 2 Xi Chang’an Jie, Xicheng 西城区西长安街2号 (tickets via 

247tickets.com) 

DO

  White River Ice  Hike 

It might be cold outside but that 

doesn’t mean you should stay in-

doors all winter long. Join Beijing 

Hikers and embark on a trail that 

crosses a frozen river in Miyun 

District, all while breathing in fresh 

air and admiring some beautiful 

winter scenery. 

Sun Jan 27, 8.30am; RMB420 (RMB380 

members, to reserve or for more infor-

mation, visit www.beijinghikers.com)

  Mappa Mundi   
Exhibition 

Nearly a decade ago Qiu Zhijie began 

to plot out intricate maps of the rela-

tionships among his various artworks, 

starting his ‘Mapping the World 

Project.’ Since then, he has produced 

hundreds of maps that recall the ink 

and brushwork of traditional land-

scape painting, where he outlines a 

coordinate system of ideas, individuals, 

objects and situations. Visit one of the 

largest collections of his works to date 

at UCCA. 

Sat Jan 19-Wed May 15, Tue-Sun, 10am-

7pm; Ullens Center for Contemporary 

Art (UCCA), 798 Art District, 4 

Jiuxianqiao L, Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥
路4号798艺术区 4号路

  Russian State Ballet: 
The Nutcracker    Ballet

A whimsical fantasy world for children 

and adults alike, The Nutcracker is a 

fairy tale classic. Catch the magnificent 

and charming performance by the 

prestigious Russian Ballet right here 

in Beijing. The thrilling excitement of-

fered by the advanced choreography is 

enough to fascinate all audiences. 

Sat Jan 5-Sun Jan 6, various times; 

RMB280-880; Rulun Lecture Hall of 

Renmin University, 59 Zhongguancun 

Dajie, Haidian 海淀区中关村大街59号
(tickets via 247tickets.com)

 RuPaul’s Drag Race  
Parties

Join Slow Boat at Side Street every 

week for a viewing party of RuPaul’s 

Drag Race All-Stars. The fun kicks off 

every Tuesday with guest drag queens 

Miss Hymn and Siberia. The entrance 

ticket includes a free shot and you can 

enjoy discounted pints of Slow Boat’s 

S.O.S Belgian Wit inside.

Tuesdays, 8.30pm; RMB15 (advance), 

RMB20 (door); Side Street, 113-2 

Jiaodaokou Dongdajie, Dongcheng

东城区交道口东大街113-2号 

E V E N T S
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  El Barrio Weekly 
Specials     Deals

El Barrio has some crazy good deals 

going on. Get half price tacos on 

Mondays, half price fajitas on Tuesdays 

and – prepare yourselves – a ladies 

night on Wednesdays featuring RMB10 

frozen margaritas for the gals all night 

long. DJ Franck takes over the tables on 

the weekend.

Every week, 5.30pm-late; El Barrio, 

2/F, Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun Bei Lu 

Chaoyang District 朝阳区 三里屯北路
81号那里花园2楼

 Roast Beef Sunday Lunch at Arrow Factory  /  
Dining 

What better way to recharge after a long weekend of parties than with a hearty roast 

beef lunch? Arrow Factory is now serving a traditional home-cooked meal every 

Sunday featuring roast beef, potatoes and homemade Yorkshire pudding. Get stuffed 

and then head home to take a much-needed nap. Add RMB30 for a brew, house 

wine or Prosecco.

Sundays, 12-3pm; RMB128/person; Arrow Factory Brewing, Liangmahe Nanlu, 

Chaoyang 朝阳区亮马河南路 (reservations required, add WeChat: justinkyc)

   New Menu at Hulu   
Dining 

Hulu revamped their menu with some 

fabulous new additions alongside 

prized favorites. Feast in style on 

artfully prepared dishes like sweet 

potato croquettes, sea urchin, creamy 

mushroom risotto and tender flank 

steak – all superb options for lunch or 

dinner. Round it out with a sweet and 

airy mango cake or go for the luscious 

milk chocolate souffle.

Daily, 11.00am-11pm; Hulu, S4-32 

Taikoo Li South, 19 Sanlitun Lu, 

Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路19号三
里屯太古里南区S4-32two people; 

Lobby Lounge at NUO Hotel Beijing 

(see Listings for details)

TASTE

  Weekend Brunch at 
Bottega   Brunch

Step up your brunch game at 

Bottega’s location on Xinyuanli, where 

they’re serving classic Italian brunch 

plates and Romana-style pizzas paired 

with free-flow Prosecco, spritz and 

cocktails.

Weekends, 11.30am-2.30pm; Bottega, 

1/F, 01, 20 Xinyuanli Xi, Chaoyang 朝
阳区 新源里西20号1层01

  The Bake Shop Pizza 
Dinner    Dining    

Get a slice of the pizza action at 

The Orchid’s pizza dinner, in col-

laboration with The Bake Shop. Held 

every Saturday at the boutique hotel’s 

roomy event space across the street, 

the dinner features a set menu of sal-

ads, small plates, pizza and dessert. 

Saturdays, 7.30pm; RMB200 (price 

subject to change); The Orchid, 65 

Baochao Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区
宝钞胡同65号 (8565 9295)

E V E N T S
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  The Last Warrior 
Elephant   Puppet Show

Directed by He Nian, the Shanghai 

Puppet Theater brings you The Last 

Warrior Elephant, a visually outstand-

ing production set during the Anti-

Japanese War period. Presenting the 

harmony of man and nature, this story 

of a devoted boy and a baby elephant 

will tug on your heartstrings. 

Thu Jan 10-Sun Jan 13, 7.30pm; 

RMB100-960; National Center For 

the Performing Arts Theatre, 2 Xi 

Chang’an Jie, Xicheng 西城区西长安
街2号 (tickets via 247tickets.com)

  Rhinoceros in Love   
Theater

Experimental theatrical production 

Rhinoceros in Love will grace the NCPA 

stage early this month. The avant-garde 

Chinese play, written by Liao Yimei, tells 

a captivating tale of two young lovers 

Mingming and Ma Lu and has been 

performed all over the globe since its 

premiere in Beijing in 1999.

Tue Jan 1-Sun Jan 6, 7.30pm; 

RMB180-380; National Center for the 

Performing Arts (NCPA), 2 Xi Chang’an 

Jie, Xicheng 西城区西长安街2号 (tick-

ets via 247tickets.com)

SEE

  Heartbeat of Home   /  Dance

From the creators of Riverdance, stunning dance spectacle 'Heartbeat of Home' 

is bringing their freshness and energy to Beijing. With components of traditional 

Irish, Latin and Afro-Cuban music and dance, the stage is a lively sight to behold, 

full of emotion and sincerity. 

Wed Jan 2-Sun Jan 6, various times; RMB 280-1500; Beijing Exhibition Center Theater, 

135 Xizhimenwai Dajie, Xicheng 西城区西直门外大街135号 (tickets via 247tickets.

com)

  Romeo and Juliet  
Theater  

The timeless and tragic story of Romeo 

and Juliet will be performed by TNT 

Theatre Britain at the Rulun Lecture 

Hall of Renmin University. Don’t miss 

this powerful and innovative reimag-

ining of Shakespeare’s most popular 

drama. 

Tue Jan 8, 7pm; RMB100-280; Rulun 

Lecture Hall of Renmin University, 59 

Zhongguancun Dajie, Haidian 海淀区 

中关村大街59号 (tickets via 247tick-

ets.com)
  Ballet Flamenco 

de Granada: Carmen  
Dance

With heart-pounding music and 

intense Spanish Flamenco dancing, 

the classic story of gypsy girl Carmen 

comes to life on the NCPA stage. 

Flamenco itself is an artwork that 

combines dancing, singing and music 

– making for a glamorous and awe-

inspiring audiovisual experience.  

Wed Jan 30-Fri Feb 1, 7.30pm; 

RMB160-880; National Center for the 

Performing Arts (NCPA), 2 Xi Chang’an 

Jie, Xicheng 西城区西长安街2号 

E V E N T S
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RESTAURANTS
The Hot One Hundred

About This guide represents our editors’ 
top 100 picks, and includes some That’s 
Beijing advertisers. Restaurants rated(*) 
have been personally reviewed by our 
experts, and scored according to the 
cuisine, experience and affordability.

CHINESE

Contemporary & Mixed Cuisine
8 Qi Nian 祈年8号 (Cantonese/Sichuan)
The New World Hotel’s flagship restaurant 
has classic Chinese cuisine in abundance, 
as well as some vitality-restoring medicinal 
soups. (Their decent wine list is just as 
effective.)
> Mon-Fri 11:30am-2:15pm, 5:30-9:30pm, Sat/Sun 
12-2:45pm, 5:30-9:30pm; 2/F, New World Hotel, 8 
Qinian Dajie, Dongcheng 东城区祈年大街8号新世界
酒店2层 (5960 8822)

Din Tai Fung 鼎泰丰 ¥ (Taiwanese) 
This Taipei-based franchise impressed Ken 
Hom enough to call it one of the best 10 
eateries in the world, back in 1993. Famous 
for its dependably delicious xiaolongbao 
or little steam buns. Book ahead, there’s 
always a long wait. 
>  Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 5-10pm, weekends 
11.30am-10pm; 24 Middle Street, Xinyuanxili, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区新源西里中街24号 (近渔阳饭店) 
(6462 4502) > Additional branches in Shin Kong 
Place; Parkview Green; Grand Pacific Mall Xidan; 
Modern Plaza Zhongguancun; see www.dintaifung.
com.cn for details 

Jing Yaa Tang 京雅堂 (Chinese, Peking 
Duck)
Resembling something between a night-
club and a theater, the Opposite House’s 
basement restaurant proves to be more 
than just style over substance with their 
range of expertly prepared classic dishes.
> Daily 12-10:30pm, B1/F, The Opposite House, 
Sanlitun Bei Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路11号院1号
楼瑜舍酒B1楼 (6410 5230)

Huang Ting 
Huang Ting celebrates the sophisticated 
flavours of fine Cantonese cuisine in an 
atmospheric setting that recreates a Beijing 
nobleman’s courtyard home. A new Tea 
Lounge decorated with Ming Dynasty-
era tables and parasols serves traditional 
Beijing snacks accompanied by more than 
50 types of premium Chinese tea.
>Daily, Lunch 11.30am-2.30pm; Dinner 6-10.30pm, 
B2/F, The Peninsula, 8 Jinyu Hutong, Dongcheng 
District金鱼胡同8号王府半岛酒店地下二层 (

8516 2888 Ext 6707)

Peking Duck
The Horizon 海天阁 (Cantonese Beijing 
Duck) **
Kerry Hotel’s Chinese restaurant has 
widened its predominantly Cantonese 
and Sichuan horizons to include dim 
sum, double-boiled soups and Peking 
duck – and the roast bird here really is 
fabulous.
> Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 5:30pm-10pm 1/F, 
Beijing Kerry Hotel, 1 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 朝
阳区光华路1号嘉里中心1层 (8565 2188) 

Country Kitchen 
The name ‘Country Kitchen’ may sound 
like a diner, but a diner this is not. 
Rosewood Beijing’s resplendent Northern 
Chinese restaurant serves elegant Hebei 
fare unlike you’ve ever had. Excellent 
peking duck is on offer as well.
> Daily 11.30am-2.30pm and 5.30-10:30pm; 3F 
Rosewood Beijing, Jing Guang Centre, Hujialou, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区呼家楼一号京广中心北京瑰丽酒店
3层 (6597 8888)

Da Dong 大董
Among the city’s most famous haunts, 
Da Dong guarantees slick cuts of Beijing-
style roast duck and delectable wrap 
fillings. The venue’s a class act and the 
plum sauce is hard to follow. 
> Daily 11am-10pm; 22 Dongsishitiao, Dongcheng 
东城区东四十条甲22号 (5169 0328); see www.

dadongdadong.com for more locations

Duck de Chine 全鸭季 ¥ *
Good duck is meant to show your guests 
how wonderful you are, as much as the 
food. Duck De Chine does that in spades, 
with fantastic presentation of its crispy, 
succulent duck (RMB188).  
> Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 6-10.30pm; Courtyard 4, 
1949 The Hidden City, Gongti Bei Lu, Chaoyang 
朝阳区工体北路4号院 (6501 8881) ; 98 Jinbao Jie, 
Dongcheng 东城区金宝街98号 (6521 2221)

Xihe Village Restaurant and Bar
>  Mon-Fri Lunch: 11am-2.30pm; Dinner: 5-9pm; 
Sun: 11am-9pm, S9-33, 3/F, South Area of Sanlitun 
Taikooli, 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路
19号三里屯太古里南区三层S9-33(6417 6082)

Honglu 红炉

HongLu Beijing CuisineQuality Peking duck on the cheap? Oh yes, 
it’s possible – thanks to Honglu. The popu-
lar restaurant serves traditional Beijing food 
with a stylish twist (which is exactly why it’s 
so crowded at lunchtime).
>Daily 11am-9.30pm, Sanlitun: Daily 11:00am-
10:00pm, 60 Meters Of No. 6 Building Sanlitun 
South Road Chaoyang 三里屯店: 朝阳区三里屯南
路6号楼南侧60米 (6595 9872; 6593 8970) Raffles: 
Daily 11:00am-10:00pm, 5 Floor Of Raffles shopping 
center Dongzhimen Dongcheng 来福士店: 东城区东
直门来福士购物中心5层 (8409 8199; 8409 8234)

Shanghai

Shanghai Min 小南国
Many swear this chain has the best 
Shanghai-style hongshaorou north of the 
Yangtze. The jury’s out, but its popularity 
remains.
> 0505, 5/F Raffles City Mall, 1 Dongzhimen Nan 
Dajie, Dongcheng 东城区东直门南大街1号来福士
购物中心5楼0505号铺 (400 820 9777)> Additional 
branches in Financial Street; Jinbao Jie; Oriental 
Plaza; Sanlitun Soho; Xinyuan Nan Lu (see www.
online.thatsmags.com for details)

Wang Jia Sha 王家沙 
Modern Shanghai cuisine – popular with 
Hong Kong celebrities – famed for its crab-
meat dumplings. Try the spiced-salt ribs 
(RMB62) for a bit of Adam action. 
> Daily, S1-30a Taikoo Li Sanlitun (on the third floor 
of i.t shop) 朝阳区三里屯路19号院太古里1号楼3层
S1-30a号商铺 (6416 3469)

Sichuan/Hunan

Chuan Ban 川办 *
This bright, modestly decorated dining hall 
is frequently cited as Beijing’s best Sichuan 
restaurant. 
> Mon-Fri 7-9am, 10.50am-2pm, 4.50-9.30pm; Sat-
Sun 7am-10pm; 5 Gongyuan Toutiao, Jianguomennei 
Dajie, Dongcheng 东城区建国门内贡院头条5号 (6512 
2277, ext. 6101) 

Karaiya Spice House 辣屋 *
Bold and fiery Hunan cuisine in the most 
serene of restaurant interiors. Don’t miss 
the dry roasted duck with a dozen spices 
and stir fried bullfrog with shiso leaves and 
ginger. Peanut milk is there to soothe the 
palate: you’ll need it.
> Daily 11:30am-2pm, 5:30-10pm; 3/F, Sanlitun 
Taikoo Li South, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯太古里19号
院南区三层S9-30 (6415 3535) 

South Memory 望湘园
This restaurant chain is the Hunan staple 
in the capital. The trademark shilixiang 
niurou (fragrant beef), duojiao shuangse 
yutou (dual-colour spiced fish head) and 
meltingly tender frog dishes are among the 

Expensive...................................¥ 
Expense Account ....................¥¥
Highly Recommended ..............*
Top Ten ....................................**LISTINGS

OPEN  DOOR

EUDORA STATION     
BETTER WITH AGE 
Eudora Station has been around for 14 years now, comfortably resting in its 
large location in Lido. Yet this amalgam of historic restaurant, live venue and 
bar doesn’t plan on going anywhere anytime soon. Today more than ever 
Eudora Station proves itself to be ahead of the capital’s ever-changing food 
scene – the ultimate recipe for its longevity. 
    Now, the Jiangtai veteran has added fresh Angus steaks to its menu. A rare 
sight in China, these fresh hunks of meat retain their tenderness, nutritional 
value and original taste. Sourced from Australia, the Angus tenderloin, cube roll 
and striploin cuts are all on offer. We’re attracted by the mesmerizing marbling 
of the sirloin and tenderloin cuts, both of which are served to us with a side 
of mashed potatoes and seasonal vegetables. As expected, the flavor-packed 
steaks melt in our mouths – truly a step up from its deep-frozen counterpart. 
    Eudora Station also added refreshing cocktails to their menu. Aged in wood-
en barrels for a period ranging from one to two weeks, timeless drinks like 
the Negroni or an Old Fashioned get a special taste boost and are the perfect 
sidekick to your meal.  
    Much like their cocktails, aging seems to have done Eudora Station some 
good, keeping it a great destination for one-of-a-kind dining and drinking ex-
periences. 
> Daily, 9am-2am, 6 Fangyuan Xi Lu, Chaoyang District 地址 朝阳区芳园西路6号 
(6437 8331/6437 8334)
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favorites with locals. 
> Daily 11am-10pm; 2/F, 230-232, Fenglian Plaza, 18 
Chaoyangmen Wai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区朝外大街
18号丰联广场2楼230-232号 (6588 1797); see www.
southmemory.com for more locations

Yu Xin 渝信川菜
Open since 1993, Yu Xin’s authentic Sichuan 
dishes have earned a loyal fanbase. Their 
liangfen – a jelly-like substance cut into 
chunky strips and dressed in an addictive 
spicy sauce – hits the spot. The rustic, inti-
mate setting of bamboo cubicles and swift, 
friendly service complete the experience.
> Daily 11am-10pm; 5A Xingfu Yicun Xili, Chaoyang 
朝阳区幸福一村西里甲5号 see www.yuxin1997.com 
for other locations.

Yunnan
Dali Courtyard 大里院子 *
If you like authentic Yunnanese food, you’ll 
have to trust the staff: there’s no menu, it 
all just arrives in an intimate courtyard set-
ting. The price (RMB120/person) matches 
the rustic ingredients. 
> Daily 12-2pm, 6-10.30pm; Gulou Dong Dajie, 67 
Xiaojingchang Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区鼓楼东大
街小经厂胡同67号 (8404 1430)

Lost Heaven 花马天堂 (Yunnan, SE Asian) 
An emphasis on Yunnan characterizes this 
menu’s fresh journey through the SE Asia 
passage, with a grandiose yet dark teak 
interior. 
> Daily noon-2pm, 5pm-10.30 (bar open till 1am). 
Ch’ien Men 23, 23 Qianmen Dongdajie, Dongcheng 
东城区前门东大街23号(8516 2698)

Middle 8 Restaurant 中8楼 *

An oasis at the top of Taikoo Li, Middle 8 
is the go-to destination for fresh authentic 
Yunnan cuisine. The restaurant, stylish yet 
understated, has plenty of flavorsome well-
priced dishes and a killer view to boot. 
> Sanlitun: Daily 11am-10pm, Taikoo Li Sanlitun 
South South Area F4, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯太古
里南区4层(6415 8858); Indigo: Daily 11am-10pm, 
Jiuxianqiao Road No.20 Indigo F2 , Chaoyang 朝阳区
酒仙桥路20号颐堤港2层(8420 0883); Zhongguancun: 
Daily 11am-10pm, Zhongguancun Plaza Pedestrian 
Street, No.R17, Haidian海淀区中关村广场步行街R17
号(5172 1728); Fenglan: Daily 11am-10pm, Xizhimen 
North Street No.32 Maples International Center Blok 
B, 1 Floor, Haidian海淀区西直门大街32号枫蓝国际中
心B座1层(6223 5583)

Youyun
>  Daily, 10am-11pm, 63 Babaokeng Hutong, 
Beixinqiao, Dongcheng 东城区北新桥八宝坑胡同63
号 6407 2050 / 185 1092 0709 

Yun’er Small Town 云洱小镇
Folksy and affordable Yunnanese fare on 
Beiluoguxiang. Fragrant dishes including 
the jasmine bulbs with scrambled eggs, 
lemongrass shrimp and banana leaf 
wrapped bolete mushrooms will keep us 
crawling back. 
> Daily 10am-11pm, 84 Beiluoguxiang, Dongcheng 
东城区北锣鼓巷84号 (8404 2407)

Dumplings
Baoyuan Jiaoziwu 宝源饺子屋
Famous for their rainbow of dyed dump-
lings, Baoyuan have their jiaozi (six, under 
RMB10) wrapped in a larger yuanbao 
silver-ingot shape, with creative vegetarian 
options and authentic Sichuan food. 
> Daily 11am-10pm; north of 6 Maizidian Jie, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区麦子店街6号楼北侧 (6586 4967)

Mr Shi’s Dumplings 老石饺子馆
Since recieving a Lonely Planet recommen-
dation the prices have risen and the walls 
are covered in backpackers’ scribbles, but 
the fantastic dumplings – boiled and fried – 
are still fantastic. 
> 74 Baochao Hutong, Gulou Dong Dajie, 
Dongcheng 东城区鼓楼东大街宝钞胡同74号 (8405 
0399, 131 6100 3826)

Regional
Crescent Moon (Xinjiang) *
Roast mutton enthusiasts go over the 

moon at this reputable Xinjiang Muslim 
restaurant. Eastern European and Central 
Asian influences are evident throughout, 
with peppery and cumin-spiced dishes 
livening up traditional Chinese favorites. 
> Daily 10am-11:30pm; 16 Dongsi Liutiao, 
Dongcheng 东四六条16号 (6400 5281)

Jia by NUO Hotel
Featuring modern Ming elements with 
inspired paintings from Xu Wei, a painter, 
calligrapher and food and wine connois-
seur, the quintessentially authentic house 
of agriculture produces, Jia Chinese restau-
rant serves exquisite traditional Cantonese 
specialties in their purest form with chefs 
hailing from Hong Kong. Using the freshest 
ingredients from NUO’s very own green 
farms, NUO Hotel Beijing provides an alter-
native green gourmet option in town.
>Mon-Fri: 11.30am-2pm, 5.30-10pm; Sat-Sun: 11am-
2.30pm, 5.30-10pm; 1/F, NUO Hotel Beijing, 2A 
Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区将台路甲2号北京诺金酒
店一层（5926 8281） 

Da Gui (Guizhou)
Guizhou’s famed hot-and-sour cuisine nes-
tled into a charming traditional alleyway. 
Munch happily into pickled greens and 
don’t miss the salty-sweet deep-fried black 
sesame balls. They’re sensational. 
> Daily 10am-2pm, 5-10pm; 69 Daxing Hutong, 
Jiaodaokou, Dongcheng 东城区交道口大兴胡同69
号 (6407 1800) 

Makye Ame (Tibetan)
Determined to prove that Tibetan cuisine 
consists of more than just yak-butter tea, 
the Beijing branch of this nationwide chain 
serves up nomadic classics such as curried 
potatoes and roast lamb.
> Daily 10-midnight; 11A Xiushui Nanjie, 
Jianguomenwai, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外秀水南街
甲11号 (6506 9616)

Xinjiang Red Rose (Xinjiang) *
One of Beijing’s most famous Xinjiang 
restaurant, Red Rose serves some of the 
tenderest lamb skewers around, matched 
by enormous servings of classics like da-
panji (a chicken, potato and pepper stew), 
latiaozi (noodles with a spicy tomato sauce) 
and nang (baked flatbrea).
> Daily 10.30am-11pm; Inside 7 Xingfuyicun, oppo-
site Workers’ Stadium North Gate, Chaoyang 朝阳区
工人体育场北门对面幸福一村7巷内 (6415 5741)

WESTERN

Fine Dining
Barolo ¥¥ (Italian) *
Average Italian abounds in Beijing: not 
here, though. Quite the opposite, in fact, 
meaning Barolo is as well-regarded as the 
Piedmont wine it is named after. 
> Mon-Sun 11.30am-2pm, 6pm-10pm. Ritz Carlton 
Hotel, China Central Place, 83A Jianguo Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区建国路甲83号华贸中心丽思卡尔顿
酒店内 (5908 8151) 

Maison Flo ¥¥ (French) *
Marble slabs, mosaic floors and brass 
fittings establish the Parisian bona fides; 
dishes like snails (RMB78), oysters (RMB48 
each) and steak tartare (RMB158) confirm. 
The grandeur is matched only by the ser-
vice, and the prices reflect the authenticity 
of the experience. 
> Daily 11am-midnight; 18 Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoyang 朝
阳区霄云路18号 (6595 5135)

The Georg **
This hutong mansion has an elegant 
restaurant, leather-couched lounge area, 
sleek bar and sick location near Houhai. But 
most importantly, it has some of the most 
thoughtful, innovative cuisine in town. Go 
for a dinner you won’t forget.
>10.30am-midnight (dinner 6-10.30pm), closed 
Mondays; 45 Dongbuyaqiao Hutong, Dongcheng 东
城区东不压桥胡同45号 (8408 5300)

Héritage ¥¥
A French country-style chateau in the 
heart of Beijing. A chef de cuisine with 
Michelin star restaurant experience and an 
extensive wine cellar make this Sofitel Hotel 
restaurant one of the best French dining 
experiences in town.
> 6F Sofitel Wanda Beijing, Tower C, Wanda Plaza, 
93 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国路93号万达广场
C座索菲特酒店6层 (8599 6666)

TRB (Temple Restaurant Beijing) ¥¥ **
Setting is everything here, especially if 
it’s fashioned inside a restored Buddhist 
temple. The bold contemporary European 
cuisine is fitting in majesty and the service 
alone is worthy of worship. 
> Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 6-10pm; 23 Songzhusi 
Temple, Shatan Beijie, Dongcheng 东城区沙滩北街嵩
祝寺23号 (8400 2232) 

OPEN  DOOR

N’JOY AT NUO HOTEL BEIJING 
GO BIG OR GO HOME
Can’t get your fill at NUO’s buffet brunch at N’Joy? Well, for starters, you’re 
insane but also, good news – because it just got bigger. That’s right. Unleash 
your appetite and go all out at their upgraded Sunday brunch, with new offer-
ings like sea urchin, NUO caviar and mouthwatering Brazilian churrasco, along-
side their original sea of international cuisines from all corners of the globe. 

After getting your fill of the extravagant delicacies, savor old favorites like 
refreshing and spicy Thai salads, the extensive cheese selection, toasty and tra-
ditional Indian curry with jasmine rice and freshly baked naan bread, sushi and 
sashimi, flavorful Mediterranean dips and more. As always, save some room for 
the dessert station, stocked with decadent cakes and pastries.

N’Joy, winner of the 2018 That’s Beijing Buffet of the Year Award: Editors’ 
Choice, strives to provide you with a first-class brunch experience. With its 
team of visionary international chefs and their extensive culinary experience, 
the restaurant prides itself in bringing you a truly unique international feast. 
Paired with their use of only the finest ingredients from Italy to Norway, N’Joy 
presents a dazzling array of gourmet flavors that redefine the hotel buffets, as 
you know them. 
> Sundays, 11:30am-2:30pm; RMB458/person (add RMB308 for free-flow cham-
pagne); N’Joy, NUO Hotel Beijing A2, Jiangtai Road, Chaoyang中国北京市朝阳区
将台路甲2号 (10 5926 8281)
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Mio ¥¥
Glitzy Italian fare at the Four Seasons, with 
a mobile Bellini cart, wheeled straight to 
your table.The Chef crafts a superb squash 
tortellini by hand, and pampers diners with 
desserts like the deconstructed tiramisu.  
>Daily lunch 11.30am - 2.30pm, dinner 5.30pm 
-10.30pm, Four Seasons Hotel, 48 Liangmaqiao 
Lu, Chaoyang, 朝阳区亮马桥路48号北京四季酒店
(5695 8888)

Grange Grill **
Located in the Westin Beijing Chaoyang, 
Grange Grill serves up some of the city’s 
best steak, seafood and grill offerings. The 
restaurant’s welcoming decor provides a 
relaxing atmosphere to enjoy a cocktail or 
a glass of fine vintage from the extensive 
wine collection.  Be sure to try the ‘luxuri-
ous oyster feast,’ where you can enjoy the 
delicacy raw, grilled or with cheese.
> Lunch: Mon-Fri 11.30am-2.30pm, Sat and Sun 
11.30am-3.pm; Dinner: Daily 5.30-10.30pm; The 
Westin Beijing Chaoyang 7 North East Third Ring 
Road, Chaoyang 东三环北路7号 (5922 8888)

Contemporary Western
Bistrot B
Rosewood Beijing’s exquisite French res-
taurant is the sort of place chefs like to eat. 
Expect lavish luxury.
> Daily, 11.30am-2.30pm and 5.30-10:30pm; 1F 
Rosewood Beijing, Jing Guang Centre, Hujialou, 
Chaoyang  朝阳区呼家楼一号京广中心北京瑰丽酒店
3层 (6536 0066)

Caribeño (Latin)
Heavy Cuban influence, but there are dishes 
from all over the Latin continent here. The 
Ropa Vieja (shredded beef on potato) is 
excellent – as are the Mojitos.
> Daily 11:30am-9:30pm, 1/F, China Overseas Plaza, 
8 Guanghua Dongli, Chaoyang 朝阳区光华东里8号中
海广场北楼1层 (5977 2789)

Chi (Organic, Fusion)
Hutong set-menu dining par-excellence, 
with organic ingredients all locally sourced. 
From the owners of neighboring Saffron.
> Daily, opens 10:30am, last order 9:30pm, 67 
Wudaoying Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区五道营胡同
67号 (6445 7076)

COMBAL盉by Tiago 
>127-129, 1/F, Tower C, Cofco Plaza, 8 Jianguomen 
Neidajie, Dongcheng District 东城区建国门内大街8号
中粮广场C座一层127-129单元 (6528 2280)

C Pearl (Oysters, Seafood) ¥ *  
This slick oyster restaurant imports fresh 
shells from Canada, South Africa, France, 
USA and more – and they are well worth 
the price. The fries are the best we’ve had 
in Beijing, beer and wine selection also 
excellent.
> Tue-Sun 5.30pm-2am; 14-2, Bldg 14, Shunyuanli, 
Xinyuan Jie, Yansha Qiao, Chaoyang 朝阳区燕莎桥新
源街顺源里14号楼14-2号 (5724 5886)

Feast (Food by East)
Bustling café with a philosophy of ‘Simple 
things, done well’. International favorites, 
using freshest ingredients , cooked on the 
spot.
>Daily 6am-10.30pm, 2/F, EAST Beijing, 22 
Jiuxianqiao Lu,Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥路22号东隅酒
店2层 8414 9820 

George’s Bar & Restaurant
George’s Bar offers specially handcrafted 
cocktails featuring admirable art master-
pieces blending with copperish elements. 
Afternoon tea set for two at CNY288 is 
available from 3-5pm daily. Gentlemen’s 
Night every Saturday that men enjoy Buy 
1 Get 1 on drinks. George’s Restaurant 
presents creative world classic cuisine 
that revolves around local ingredients 
with exquisite touch that introduces an 
authentic yet distinctive palette. Daily 
special menu awaits you.
>Daily 11am-2.30pm; 5.30-10pm, Hotel éclat Beijing, 
9 Dongdaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区东大桥路9号北京
怡亨酒店L1 (8561 7758)

Grill 79 (Steak)
With views this good, Grill 79 would prob-
ably make it onto the list even if the food 
was terrible. It’s something of a bonus then 
that the kitchen is superb, and supported 
by one of the most extensive wine lists in 
town. 
> Daily 6.30-10.30am, noon-2pm, 6-10pm. 79/F, 
China World Trade Center Phase 3, 1 Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸大酒店
79楼 (6505 2299 ext 6424)

JF Royal Teahouse
>Daily 10am-9:30pm;B215 China World Trade Center 
Tower 3, Jintong East Road,Chaoyang Beijing 北京市
朝阳区国贸商城区域3 地下二层B215(8535 1625)

Jing 
Jing Restaurant is a unique dining venue, 

celebrating contemporary French dining 
with Asian inspirations by Chef De Cuisine 
Julien Cadiou in a stylish setting evoking a 
mystical Chinese garden.
>Daily, Lunch 12am-2.30pm; Dinner 6-10.30pm, 
B1/F, The Peninsula, 8 Jinyu Hutong, Dongcheng 
District金鱼胡同8号王府半岛酒店地下一层 (8516 
2888 Ext 6714)

Lin’s Dining Lounge
> Daily 11am-10pm, 2/F, New Grand Dynasty Hotel, 
58 Maizidian Jie, Chaoyang 朝阳区麦子店街58号新大
宗饭店二层(6500 6766)

Mosto (European, South American) ¥ * 
A perpetually busy lunch and evening 
spot, thanks to chef Daniel Urdaneta’s skill 
for modernising South American-style 
dishes like ceviche and risotto in his open 
kitchen.  
> Sun-Thu noon-2.30pm, 6-10pm; Fri-Sat noon-
2.30pm, 6-10.30pm. 3/F, Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路81号那里花园3层 (5208 
6030)

The English Tearoom英国茶房
>Daily 10am-9.30pm; 101, Bldg 10, North area of 
Xiangyun Town, 9 Antai Dajie, Shunyi 顺义区安泰
大街9号院中粮祥云小镇北区10号楼101(8047 9661 
/ 8047 9661); Daliy 10am-7pm Creativity Garden,1 
Shunhuang Lu，Sunhe xiang,Chaoyang 朝阳区孙河
乡顺黄路甲1号创意园内(8459 4407)

TrEat Restaurant & Bar. 
Situated on the fifth floor of Oakwood 
Residence Damei Beijing with high ceilings 
and floor-to-ceiling windows, fine city 
views complement the delicious a mixture 
of traditional European food and Western 
comfort foods, as well as Asia dishes. 
>5/F, Damei Center, Bldg 1, 7 Qingnian Lu, Chaoyang 
District 朝阳区青年路7号达美中心1号楼5层 (8514 
2211)

Sizzler
Sizzler invented ‘casual dining’ in Australia 
when it introduced the first soup, salad, 
pasta and fresh fruit concept. Since those 
pioneering days, it has expanded its ‘classic 
grill’ to include, not only steak and sea-
food, but also delicious chicken dishes, BBQ 
ribs, combination meals and burgers. 
‘Variety’ and ‘freedom to choose’ set Sizzler 
apart from other dining experiences. At 
Sizzler customers are free to control the 
volume, nutritional balance and variety of 
each meal by ordering from the grill and 
helping themselves to our famous soup, 
salad, pasta and fruits. 
>All stores open daily, 10am-10pm ;Wangfujing 
Oriental Plaza Store 王府井东方广场店 (8518 6315); 
Chongwenmen Glory Mall Store 崇文门国瑞购物中
心店 (6714 0399); Wangjing Capital Mall 望京凯德购
物中心店 (6471 3876); Wanliu BHG 万柳华联商场店 
(8258 9405) Wan Shoulu Crystal Capital Mall 万寿路
凯德晶品店 (6826 086); Xizhimen Capital Mall 西直
门凯德购物中心店Mall (5830 2199); Sanlitun Shimao 
Gongsan 三里屯世茂工三店 (8400 4014); Changying 
Paradise Walk 常营龙湖天街店 (8539 0438); Tianjin 
Joy City 天津大悦城店 (8728 1620)

Tomacado
Tomacado is indeed a mash-up of ‘tomato’ 
and ‘avocado’ – and while you’ll certainly 
find these ingredients on the menu, you 
can also expect pleasant drinks, light soups 
and heartier main courses from this charm-
ing cafe. Fowers are also available for sale.
> Daily 10am-10pm (Lunch start from 11am, Only 
afternoon tea served on Mon-Fri 2.30-5pm), No. 
19/20, B1/F, Jia Ming Center, 27 Dongsanhuan Beilu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区东三环北路27号嘉铭中心地下一层
19/20号(6500 3354)

VIC
Not to be confused with the notorious 
nightclub of the same name, this VIC is 
the Sofitel Beijing’s casual dining restau-
rant. All the major world cuisines are in 
attendance here – make sure you pay 
special attentions to the French-inspired 
breads and pastries – as is the customary 
Sunday champagne brunch.
> Sofitel Wanda Beijing, Tower C, Wanda Plaza, 93 
Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国路93号万达广场C
座索菲特酒店6层 (8599 6666)

Yi House (Contemporary Western)
Nestled in the confines of 798, Yi’s great 
tasting brunch is bettered only by their 
wide range of cocktails. Sundays offer jazz 
brunches with lobster and champagne.
> Daily 11am-3pm, 6pm-12am; 2 Jiuxianqiao Lu, 798 
Yishu Qu, No.1 706 Houjie, Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥
路2号院798艺术区706后街1号 (6436 1818)

Wood
>Daily 10.30am-11pm, Lakeside Gourmet Street, 
Solana, 6 Chaoyang Gongyuan Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区
朝阳公园路6号蓝色港湾南边湖畔美食街 近南边地面
停车场  5726  8255 

Stuff’d (Contemporary Western)
The concept of Stuff’d is to simply stuff 
one kind of food in another. From sausage 

WALDORF ASTORIA  
Swiss Sweets 
When one of the world’s top watchmakers meets one of the most respected 
hospitality brands, the resulting food concept cannot but exhibit off-the-charts 
sophistication. Peacock Alley at Waldorf Astoria Beijing has just launched a 
brand new afternoon tea in collaboration with the prestigious Swiss watch and 
jewelry brand Chopard — and it’s guaranteed to be as fancy as it sounds.

At Waldorf Astoria, they set out to craft a set of delicacies inspired by the 
timepieces and by Swiss cuisine, which means small culinary gems whose taste 
is attuned to perfection, like the mechanisms of a Swiss watch. These temping 
treats come in a signature Chopard-labeled case and range from delightfully 
tantalizing to downright extravagant. 

Indulge in a Caramel Williams Pear Mousse with Swiss Lindt chocolate or 
grab a bite of Vanilla Panna Cotta with Honeycomb. As for the main attractions: 
The Mountain Cake with Liquid Nitrogen mimics the misty Swiss mountains in 
color and texture, while the Manuka Honey Cheese Cake pairs New Zealand 
honey with Swiss cheese, topping it with hand-made diamond jelly that per-
fectly translates the luxurious element of Chopard jewelry.

Another special treat will make its debut: Waldorf Astoria’s pastry chefs 
reinvented the world-renowned, Christmas and Valentine’s Day staple — a Red 
Velvet Cake, originally born at Waldorf New York in 1959. Also available in the 
set menu is the White Velvet Cake, prepared with fresh lychee and coconut, as 
well as a blend of rose wine and imported cream.

Swanky, huh? This hip afternoon tea is the perfect option for an unforget-
table day with your significant other. Also, it’s still cheaper than a stone-embez-
zled watch. Just saying.
>Daily, 2-6pm; RMB598/set (subject to 15 percent service fee); Peacock Alley, 
Waldorf Astoria Beijing Hotel, 5-15 Jinyu Hutong, Wangfujing, Dongcheng, 东城
区金鱼胡同5-15. (for reservations, call 8520 8989 or email  BJSWA.info@waldor-
fastoria.com)

OPEN  DOOR
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calzone pizzas (RMB68) to scotch eggs – it 
all works. On-site micro brewery a bonus.
> Wed-Mon, 11:30am-2:45pm, 6-10pm, 9 Jianchang 
Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区箭厂胡同9号 (6407 
6308)

Café/Deli/Sandwich
Café Flatwhite

Hailing from New Zealand, Café Flatwhite 
uses fresh and healthy ingredients in its 
tasty selection of sandwiches, pizzas, salads 
and brunch options, all served alongside 
some of the best coffee in Beijing.
> Open Daily, Mon-Fri 8am-9pm, Sat-Sun 9am-9pm;  
798 Dashanzi Art District Store: D09-1, No.4, 798 
Dashanzi Art District, Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang
朝阳区酒仙桥路4号 798艺术区D09-1 (5978 9067 / 
13051771436); Jianguomenwai Media Center Store: 
No.13 Bldg, Jianguomenwai DRC, 1 Xiushui Street, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区秀水街1号建国门外外交公寓13
号楼1层东北角 8532 2633 ；Jianguomenwai DRC 
Store: Building 7-1-11, 1 Silk Street, Chaoyang 朝阳
区秀水街1号建国门外外交公寓7-1-11 (8532 2633 / 
18701092189); FFCStore:-107,B1/F,Fortune Financial 
Center,5 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu,Chaoyang District
朝阳区东三环中路5号楼财富金融中心1层107 (6596 
9108); China Central Mall Store:L315,China Central 
Mall,Chaoyang District朝阳区华贸中心写字楼三层
L315单元 (8588 7978)www.cafeflatwhite.com, cafe-
flatwhite@hotmail.com, WeChat username: Cafe-
Flatwhite

Café Zarah (Café) *
A smart new interior and menu for this 
longstanding cafe has propelled it from 
hipster hangout to Gulou institution. Large, 
airy and with a terrace for summer, the only 
downside is it’s always packed.
> Daily 9.30am-midnight，42 Gulou Dongdajie, 
Dongcheng 东城区鼓楼东大街42号 (8403 9807)

Domain 域 
A blend of café, business center and 
lounge, it has a gentle buzz all of its own. 
For privacy, Domain also provides worksta-
tions equipped with computers and ipads.
>Daily 7am-8pm, 2/F, EAST Beijing, 22 Jiuxianqiao 
Lu,Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥路22号东隅酒店2层
(8414 9830)

Ricci
Named after a 17th century Italian Jesuit 
(duh), this creative café has a funky, kooky-
meets-organic vibe and serves up some of 
the best casual western food in town, and 
a great brunch at the Wudaokou location 
(Chaoyang branch closed weekends).
> 1/F, Building D, Tsinghua Science Park, 1 
Zhongguancun Donglu, Haidian 海淀区中关村东路1
号院清华科技园D座1楼 (8215 8826 )

The Rug (Contemporary Western, 
Organic) *
With ingredients supplied by local organic 
farms like Dahe and De Run Wu, and an 
emphasis on sustainability, this café’s wide 
ranging menu has something for everyone, 
especially green types, bored foreign moms 
and freelance Macbook types. 
> Mon-Fri 7.30am-10:30pm, Sat/Sun 9:30am-
10:30pm; Bldg 4, Lishui Jiayuan, Chaoyang 
Gongyuan Nanlu (opposite Chaoyang Park South 
Gate), Chaoyang 朝阳区朝阳公园南路丽水嘉园4
号楼(朝阳公园南门对面) (8550 2722) > Additional 
location in Sanlitun Nan Jie (see online.thatsmags.
com for details)

TRIBE *
Salads, wraps and sandwiches, and noodle 
and grain bowls are as tasty as they are 
holistic, and there are more superfoods in 
one single dish than we even knew existed.
Come hungry, leave basking in the warm 
glow that comes from knowing that you 
are eating well. Kombucha is the icing on 
the (organic, locally-sourced) cake.
> Daily 8am-10.30pm, 1/F, Building 3, China View 
Plaza, 2A Gongti Dong Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区工
体东路甲2号中国红街大厦3号楼1层大厅入口南侧
(8587 1899) 

Wagas (Contemporary Western)
Quality eats with minimal pretension. This 
stylish, no-fuss Shanghai rival to Element 
Fresh offers some of the best and most 
affordable Western lunch options in town. 

The zesty carrot-and-zucchini cake is a 
crowd pleaser. 
> Daily 8am-10pm; S8-33, 3/F, Bldg 8, Taikoo Li 
South, 19 South Sanlitun Street, Chaoyang 朝阳区三
里屯太古里南区三层 (6416 5829) > Additional loca-
tions in The Kerry Centre, Raffles Mall Dongzhimen 
(see www.thatsmags.com for details)

MOKA Bros (Contemporary Western) *
Power bowls, salads and wraps are the kind 
of fare on offer at this trendy Nali Patio 
space, which also has a great selection of 
cakes and pastries if you’re feeling more 
indulgent.
> Sanlitun: Sun-Thu 11am-10:30pm, Fri/Sat 11am-
11:30pm, B101b Nali Patio South, 81 Sanlitun Beilu 
Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路81号B101B南楼 (5208 
6079) ; Solana: Solana Lakeside Dining Street, 6 
Chaoyang Park Road, Chaoyang 朝阳区湖畔美食街 
朝阳公园路6号院蓝色港湾 (5905 6259)

American/BBQ/Grill 
Eudora Station 亿多瑞站
> (Near Lidu place))No 6,Fangyuanli Chaoyang 朝
阳区 芳园西里6号(丽都广场对面)(6437 8331, 6437 
8334)

Home Plate BBQ *
Scruffy looks and laid-back staff belie the 
popularity of this entry-level brick-smoker 
barbecue joint, that blossoms in the 
sunny months. Pulled-pork sandwiches 
are the favorites, followed by baby-back 
rib racks. Beer and bourbons are taken 
care of, too. 
> Daily 11am-10pm. 35 Xiaoyun Lu courtyard 
(20m north of Xiaoyun Lu intersection, first right), 
Chaoyang District 朝阳区霄云路35号院过霄云路路口,
往北走20米,到第一个路口右转(5128 5584)  
> Additional location in Sanlitun Nan Jie (see www.
thatsmags.com for details)

NOLA
N’Orleans finds a dark-wood home in the 
leafy embassy area, with a jazz soundtrack, 
shrimp and grits, gumbo, fried chicken, 
jambalaya and decent-enough po’boys – 
yes’m. Excellent Cajun snacks, craft beers 
and cocktails also make NOLA a popular 
watering hole.
> Mon-Fri 8am-11pm, Sat-Sun 10.30am-11pm. 11A 
Xiushui Nanjie, Chaoyang 朝阳区秀水南街11号  
(8563 6215)

The Big Smoke *
Taking the Home Plate BBQ concept and 
upscaling was a gourmet masterstroke. Full 
menu evenings only (also delivers rotisserie 
chicken via Uncle Otis). 
> Daily Mon-Sat 11am-midnight, Sun 11am-10pm. 
First Floor, Lee World Building (opposite Frost Nails), 
57 Xingfucun Zhong Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区幸福村
中路 57号楼利世楼 (6416 5195, 6416 268, www.
uncle-otis.com)

The Woods *
New York native-owned, Manhattan-style 
restaurant, tucked in amongst the skyscrap-
ers of CBD: you can’t get more Big Apple 
than that.  
> Daily 12pm-10pm, Central Park Tower 1, Suite 101, 
No. 6 Chaowai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区朝外大街6号
新城国际1号搂101 (6533 6380)

Burgers
Blue Frog 
Blue Frog is pleased to introduce a creative 
new Drinks Menu. As the new year begins, 
this new menu will wake up everyone’s 
taste buds with a bevy of specialty and 
original cocktails, mocktails, shots, beer, 
wine and healthy drinks inspired by popu-
lar ingredients.
> All open Daily 10am-late;  S2-30, Level 3, S2 Tower, 
19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路19号三
里屯太古里南区三楼S2-30 (6417 4030) ; No.167, 
1/F, 18 Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥路
18号1层167号 (8426 0017) ; No.125, 1/F, Bldg 1, 
Sanfeng(North), Chaoyang 朝阳区三丰北里1号楼1层
125号 (8561 2665) ; Unit 15-16, 1/F, Bldg AB, Ocean 
International Center, 10 Jintong Xilu, Chaoyang 朝阳
区金桐西路10号远洋光华国际中心AB座一层15 16单
元 (8590 3168) 

W&T BAGELS 
Salads, Sandwiches & Pizza, Super price 
Mojito, Daily fresh Handmade Bagels. Small 
Café & Bar from Jacky’s.
>Daily 9am-midnight, 1/F, FX Hotel, 39 Maizidian 
Xijie, ChaoyangDistrict朝阳区麦子店西街39号富驿酒
店一层 185 1119 5551 

German
Drei Kronen 1308 *
Authentic (truly – when they say 1308 they 
mean it) displays of armour and brewing 
kits draw regular evening crowds for the 
superb pork knuckle and heavy-duty helles 
(pale lager), wheat and dark beer (brewed 
on-site).
> Daily 11am-2am. 1/F, Bldg 5, China View, Gongti 
Donglu, Chaoyang 朝阳区工体东路中国红街5号楼1
层(6503 5555)

Bodensee Kitchen 
Bodensee Kitchen is a new German Res-
taurant in Beijing, located at the 2nd Floor 
at South German Bakery (Lucky Street). 
At Bodensee Kitchen, two Germans, and 
one Austrian, aim to bring back authentic, 
traditional, home made German-Austrian-
Swiss cuisine from around the beautiful 
Lake of Constance region. You will find top 
quality German-Austrian-Swiss cuisine and 
a large variety of German beer and wines. 
And all this in a traditional and comfortable 
German restaurant setting with friendly 
and warm service. Bodensee Kitchen also 
offers great Catering Packages and Offers 
– no matter whether you need a small or 
big Catering, Bodensee Kitchen can help 
you out!
>2/F, South German Bakery, 27 Lucky Street, 
Chaoyang Park Road, Chaoyang District 朝阳区朝阳
公园路好运街27号德南面包房二楼 (1314 685 2613)

Brotzeit German Bier Bar & Restaurant  
博璨德国啤酒餐厅
Brotzeit offers its customers a unique expe-
rience with authentic German cuisine and 
world famous German beers in a casual en-
vironment. Coupled with its contemporary 
setting and unique brand appeal, Brotzeit 
is distinct from the traditional-style German 
restaurants still seen in Germany and other 
parts of the world.
> NL7006 Guomao Phase 3B, Building 17, 1 
Jianguomen Wai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外
大街1号17号楼国贸商城北区7层NL7006(6505 6068); 
F109, 1/F, Grand Summit, Building 5, 19 Dongfang 
Donglu, Chaoyang  朝阳区东方东路19号外交公寓官
舍南区1层F109 (8531 5166)

Hacker-Pschorr Brauhaus
If you’re looking for authentic German 
fare and, most importantly, German-style 
beer, then you can’t go wrong with Hacker-
Pschorr Brauhaus. Made from centuries-old 
recipes – and in accordance with the 1516 
German Beer Purity Law – the brews here 
are some of the finest in Beijing. Prost!
> Room 3, Building 3, No 12 ,Xindonglu Chaoyang 
朝阳区 新东路12号院3号楼3门(5323 3399)

Paulaner Brauhaus
The grand old man of Beijing brauhauses, 
Paulaner delivers the Teutonic goods in the 
hands of lederhosen-clad staff from the 
provinces. It can be pricey but is usually 
worthwhile, especially during Oktoberfest. 
> Daily 11am-1am. Kempinski Hotel, 50 Liangmaqiao 
Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区亮马桥路50号凯宾斯基饭店 
(6465 3388 ext. 5732)

Italian
 Bocca Della Verita ¥  
Good-value homestyle Italian is the order 
of the day at this little-known spot in 
Beixinqiao.
> Dinner: 5-10pm; Lunch: 10am-3pm; 3/F, 277 
Dongzhimen Nei Dajie, Dongcheng 东城区东直门内
大街277号三楼 雍和宫大街和北新桥头条交叉处的四
层商业楼三楼 (6455 3832, 1391 0969 240) 

Annie’s ¥ *
Now a certified Beijing institution, Annie’s 
serves up the city’s most reliable Italian 
fare. Delivery is free anywhere between 
Line 5 and the the Fifth Ring Road (call for 
delivery prices outside this area), and can 
be ordered in English between 10.30am 
and 10.30pm from www.annies.com.cn. 
Alternatively, drop in to your local branch. 
> All open Daily,10.30am-11pm; Beijing Riviera: 
opposite west gate of Lane Bridge Villa, Shunyi 朝
阳区来广营东路5号长岛澜桥别墅西门对面尚古城一
楼 (8470 4768);  Lido: Jiangtai Lu, opposite United 
Family Hospital 朝阳区将台商业街4号楼2楼和睦家
医院对面 (6436 3735); Wangjing: 2F, beside the 
Daimler Tower, LSH Plaza, 8 Wangjing Jie 朝阳区利星
行广场A座戴勒姆大厦裙楼2层近望京商业中心 (8476 
0398);  Chaoyang Park: West Gate of Chaoyang 
Park 朝阳区朝阳公园老西门南侧 (6591 1931);  
Sanlitun: China View Building, opposite East Gate of 
Workers’Stadium 朝阳区工体东门对面中国红街一楼 
(8587 1469); Ritan Park: Ritan High Life, 3F, north of 
Ritan Park 朝阳区神路街39号日坛上街3-108号 (8569 
3031); The Place: East of the Place, south of Central 
Park 朝阳区金桐西路10号远洋光华国际中心AB座1
层 (8590 6428); Guomao: Ruisai Business Building 
(southest of Guomao subway) 朝阳区东三环南路2
号瑞赛大厦商务楼1层 (6568 5890);  Sunshine 100: 
Guanghua Lu, opposite Sunshine 100 Building 朝阳
区光华路阳光100公寓对面首经贸南门 (858 98366)

Assaggi ¥ *
This fine Italian spot in the leafy embassy 
district has one of Beijing’s best terraces for 
summer dining. The tagliata steak is worth 
a return visit.
> Daily 11:30am-2:30pm, 6pm-11:30pm. 1 Sanlitun Beixi-
aojie, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯北小街1号 (8454 4508)

Bene ¥ *
Chef Ricci will have you singing like a sopra-
no with his pork ravioli and prize-winning 
tiramisu. Excellent set menus (RMB588) and 
extensive wine selection.

> Daily 11am-2.30pm, 5.30-10.30pm. Sheraton 
Beijing Dongcheng, 36 Northeast Third Ring Road, 
Dongcheng District 东城区北三环东路36号(5798 8995)

BK’s Tavern
BK’s Tavern shares your tiredness and 
serves you leisure with surprises. Good 
drink for an old friend of since.
>Daily, Mon-Sun 11am-10.30pm, 39 Maizidian Street 
by the side of Liang Ma River, Chaoyang District 朝阳
区麦子店街39号亮马河南畔(8595 9609)

Cepe ¥  
In a city inundated with Italian offerings, 
Cepe manages to stand out thanks to its 
attention to the smallest detail – everything 
from the vinaigrette to the Parma ham is 
import quality, and the wine is superb.
> Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 6-10.30pm. The Ritz-
Carlton Financial Street, 1 Jinchengfang Dongjie, 
Jinrong Jie, Xicheng 西城区金城坊东街1号北京金融街
丽思卡顿酒店大堂 (6601 6666) 

Florentina 翡冷翠意大利餐厅
Florentina serves authentic Italian fare in 
low-key, yet elegant surrounds. Cuisine is 
high-end, the environment is relaxed. A 
beautiful outdoor terrace makes this place 
a godsend for Lido residents. 
> Daily 11-late (Kitchen serves until 10pm), 1/F, Bldg 
2, No. 6 Yard, Fangyuan Xilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区芳园
西路6号院2号楼1层(8431 0027)

Mercante ¥ *
Old World family charm in an intimate 
hutong setting. Time (and, occasionally, 
service) slows with a rustic menu from Bo-
logna offering an assortment of homemade 
pastas and seasonal mains. 
> Tue-Sun 6-10.30pm. 4 Fangzhuanchang Hutong, 
Dongcheng 东城区方砖厂胡同4号 (8402 5098) 

Tiago Home Kitchen
Even the most exacting palettes are delight-
ed by TIAGO, whose team prepares globally 
sourced ingredients and sustainably grown 
produce. TIAGO’s dining experience is dis-
tinctly Italian, but its menu also offers such 
classics as Australian steaks and Boston lob-
ster - plus a wide selection of salads, pizza, 
pasta and desserts.
>Indigo: Daily 11.30am-10pm, Shop L173, Indigo 
Mall, 18 Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥路
18号颐堤港购物中心L173商铺(6438 8772); Chaoyang 
Joy City: Daily 11am-10pm, 5F50/6F, Chaoyang Joy 
City, 101 Chaoyang Beilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区朝阳北路
101号朝阳大悦城5F50/6F(8558 3892)

Opera Bombana ¥ 
Head chef Umberto Bombana boasts three 
Michelin stars to his name, earned at his 
wildly successful Hong Kong restaurant 
Otto e Mezzo. He’s the only Italian chef to 
do so outside of his native land, and cer-
tainly the only to have opened a restaurant 
in Beijing.
> Daily, 12pm-10:30pm; LG2-21 Parkview Green 
Fangcaodi, 9 Dongdaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区东大
桥路9号侨福芳草地地下2层21号 (5690 7177)

Pizza 
La Pizza 
Among the upper echelons of Beijing 
pizzerias is this Sanlitun goldfish bowl 
with a wood-fired oven and Neapolitan 
manners. Further branches in Solana and 
pasta/salad/mains-buffet restaurant in 
Sanlitun 3.3 
> Sanlitun Branch: daily 10.30am-3pm, 6-11pm. 1/F, 
3.3 Mall, 33 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯
路33号3.3服装大厦西北角底商(5136 5582); Solana 
Branch: SA-48, 1/F, Bldg 3, Solana, 6 Chaoyang 
Park Road, Chaoyang 朝阳公园西路6号蓝色港
湾3号1层 SA-48 ( 5905 6106) > SOHU Shangdu 
Branch: SH1112, SOHO Shangdu, 8 Dongdaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang District 朝阳区东大桥路8号SOHO尚都
SH1112号(5900 3112); La Pizza Buffet: 4F, Sanlitun 
3.3 Mall, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯3.3服装大厦4层 
(5136 5990)

Tube Station
Nowhere does gigantic toppen-laden pizza 
quite like Beijing, and these guys claim to 
be the biggest in town.  
> Sanlitun 3.3 Branch: Mon-Fri 10am-10pm, Sat/Sun 
10am-11pm, delivery Mon-Thu 11:30am-10:30pm, 
Fri-Sun 11:30am-11pm 3/F, 3.3 Building, No. 33 
Sanlitun Beijie, Chaoyang 三里屯北街33号3.3服
装大厦3层3008号 ( 5136 5571, delivery 8989 177) 
> Additional branches in Gongti, Beida, Beitai, 
Yayancun, Solana and Weigongcun, see www.on-
line.thatsmags.com for details) 

Mexican/Tex Mex
The Mission
The Mission Mexican Grill is on, well, a mis-
sion – to bring quality grab-and-go burritos 
and tacos to the good people of Chaoyang. 
Stop by for tasty, fresh Mexican dishes us-
ing high-quality ingredients, and customize 
your order at their burrito bar. 
>Daily 10am-10pm, China World Mall store: NL4020, 
L4 North Zone, China World Mall 朝阳区国贸商城北
区4层NL4020 (8535 1191); Central Park Plaza store: 
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Deceptively simple yet finely crafted, 
the handmade Inaniwa udon (RMB80) 
is not to be missed. 
> Daily 11am-3pm, 6-10.30pm; Rm 315, 3/F, 
Park Life, Yintai Centre, 2 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外大街2号银泰中心悦生
活3层315室 (8517 2838)

Sake Manzo *
The barmen here are serious about 
their sake. Boasting one of the best 
stocked drinks cabinets in town with 
over 60 different sakes on offer, this 
super-cool little eatery is the perfect 
place to unwind after a hard day’s toil. 
The sashimi is fresh to the cut, and the 
beer-marinated chicken is out of this 
world. One of the very best and least 
appreciated restaurants in town. 
> Daily 6pm-midnight. 7A Tuanjiehu Beisantiao, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区团结湖北三条甲7号(6436 1608

Yotsuba **
It doesn’t come cheap (tasting menu 
RMB1,000), but what would you expect 
from some of the best sushi in town? 
Buttery and meaty fatty tuna sashimi is 
a cut above. 
> Dongcheng: Tue- Sun 11.30am-11pm. Sanlitun 
branch: 2 Sanlitun Bei Xiaojie, Chaoyang 朝阳区
三里屯北小街2号 (6464 2365); Lido branch: 2F, 
No.9-3, Jiangtai Xilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区将台西路
9-3号2层 (8420 0998)

Sui Ka
Is this what after-work hangouts are 
like in Japan? We’re not sure, but we 
hope so: This charming izakaya nails 
it when it comes to sake selection and 
fried delights to munch alongside it. 
>Daily 5pm-1am, Ichibangai First Avenue Food 
Court, Zaoying Nanli, Maizidian, East 3rd Ring 
Road, Chaoyang朝阳区东三环农展馆北路宾都苑
东侧一层底商一番街内 (137 1692 7543)

Korean
Ai Jiang Shan 
This upscale seafood restaurant proves 
that chargrill and composure can go 
together. Their RMB58 bibimbap lunch 
is an absolute bargain.  
> Daily 11am-10pm, Sat and Sun until 
9.30pm; 5/F, LG Twin Towers (East Tower), 12 
Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区建
国门外大街乙12号双子座大厦东塔5层 (5109 
6036/6037) see www.thatsmags.com for other 
locations)

South-East Asian
Cafe Sambal (Malaysian)
When it comes to Malay-style food in a 
hutong, nowhere does it better. Admittedly, 
it’s something of a niche category, but then 
so is the food on offer. The spicy Kapitan- 
style chicken is pricey, but worth it. 
> Daily 11am-midnight. 43 Doufuchi Hutong (just 
east of Jiugulou Dajie), Xicheng 西城区豆腐池胡同43
号旧鼓楼大街往东走(6400 4875)

4Corners (Vietnamese, Fusion)
The definitive hutong bar/restaurant? Chef 
Jun Trinh took a break from his celebrity TV 
work to host this part-Vietnamese venue, 
serving up steaming bowls of pho with 
zesty, fresh rolls, as well as a great bar, with 
frequent live indie performances. 
> Tue-Sun 11am-2am, 27 Dashibei Hutong (near 
west end of Yandai Xiejie), Xicheng 西城区大石碑胡
同27号烟袋斜街西口附近) (6401 7797)

Purple Haze (Thai)
Given Beijing’s lack of white sand beaches 
and backpacker bars, Purple Haze has to 
make do for the best Thai experience in 
town. Has all the classics like veggie spring 
rolls (RMB40), papaya salad (RMB46) and 
curries (RMB44-180) – but our pick’s the 
seafood pad Thai (RMB45).
 > Daily 11am-11pm, 55 Xingfu Yicun, Chaoyang 朝
阳区幸福一村55号 (6413 0899)

Nyonya Kitchen (Malaysian, Nyonya)
This chain specializes in Nyonya style cook-
ing – ostensibly Malaysian but with a mix 
of Chinese, South-East Asian and European 
influences resulting in lots of bold flavors 
and bright colors. The interiors are just as 
loud as the flavors – this place is colorful 
– and we love it. Nyonya goes beyond the 
requisite laksa and satay.
>NL5008, 5/F, North Phase, Bldg 17, China World 
Mall, 1 Jianguomen Wai Dajie, Chaoyang District 
朝阳区建国门外大街1号院17号楼国贸商城北区五层
NL5008 (8415 0863)

Malacca Legend
Malaysian food with a view, this spacious 
and airy restaurant sits on the banks of 
Shunyi’s Roma Lake and at a new unit in 
the heart of the city at The Place, making a 
great spot for their beef rendang or green 
curry prawns.
> Daily 11am-10pm; 6 Roma Lake: 6 Luodong Lu, 

Luogezhuang Village, Hoshayu Town, Shunyi 顺义
区后沙峪镇罗各庄村罗马湖东北三路6号C院 (8049 
8902); Signature: Shop L203, 2/F, The Place, 9 
Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区光华路9号世贸天阶2
层L203 (6587 1393) 

Makan Kitchen
A unique restaurant offering varied South-
east Asian flavors and Chinese cuisines. 
Tuck into a buffet featuring regional Asian 
stations, a dedicated fresh juice bar and 
live stations to whet your appetite. With a 
beautiful private dining room for functions 
or meetings in comfort and style, Makan 
Kitchen is the perfect venue for a relaxing 
get-together or a delightful weekend 
brunch. 
>Mon-Fri, Breakfast: 6-10am, Lunch: 11.30am-
2.30pm, Dinner: 6-10pm; Sat-Sun, Breakfast: 6-11am, 
Lunch: 12-2.30pm, Dinner: 6-10pm, 2/F, Main Tower, 
Hilton Hotel, 1 Dongfang Lu, Dongsanhuan Beilu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区东三环北路东方路1号北京希尔顿酒
店2层 (5865 5020)

Singapore Seafood
> China World Shopping Mall Branch: Daily 11am-
10pm, NL4010, North Area of China World Shopping 
Mall, 1 Jianguomen Wai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国
门外大街1号国贸商城北区NL4010 (8595 0251/8595 
0361); Parview Green Branch: Daily 11am-10.30pm, 
1/F, Tower C, Parkview Green, 9 Dongdaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区东大桥路9号侨福芳草地购物中心C
座1层(东大桥地铁站) ( 8518 8811)

Susu (Vietnamese)
The first step is finding it. Follow that up 
with a dreamlike renovated courtyard, ex-
tensive wine list and a listing of top-notch 
Vietnamese curries, banh mi sandwiches, 
stews, soups and la Vong fish. 
> Tue- Sun 11.30am-11pm; 10 Qianliang Hutong 
Xixiang, Dongcheng 东城区钱粮胡同西巷10号 
(8400 2699)

Vegetarian
Lotus 莲花空间
> China World Shopping Mall Branch: NL4006, North 
Area of China World Shopping Mall, 1 Jianguomen 
Wai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸商
城北区NL4006 (8527 4868); Financial Street Branch: 
Daily 11am-9pm, L220, 2/F, Seasons Place Mall, 2 
Jinchengfang Jie, Xicheng 西城区金城坊街2号金融街
购物中心2层东侧L220 (6622 0515)

Tianchu Maoxiang (Asian) 
Like many arrivals to Beijing, this place 
started out in Wudaokou and it’s 
since made a successful migration to 
Chaoyang. Great range of veggie fare, 
reasonably priced and they offer cook-
ing classes as well.
> Daily 10am-10pm; 19 Rm 0260, 2/F, Bldg D, 
Chaowai SOHO, 6B Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang 朝阳门外大街乙6朝外SOHOD座2层
0260 (5900 1288)(see www.online.thatsmags.
com for details)

Veggie Table (Western, Asian) *
Proving that Beijing-style vegetarian cuisine 
is by no means the exclusive preserve of 
Buddhist monks and soppy Jack Johnson 
fans, this superbly honed eatery offers some 
of the very best sandwiches – vegetarian or 
otherwise – found anywhere in the city. 
> Daily 10.30am-11.30pm (last order 10.30pm); 19 
Wudaoying Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区五道营胡同
19号 (6446 2073)

BARS
TOP 40 BARS AND CLUBS

About This guide represents our editors’ 
top 40 picks, and includes some That’s 
Beijing advertisers. Bars rated(*) have 
been personally reviewed by our experts, 
and scored according to the cuisine, 
experience and affordability.

Arrow Factory
The newest craft beer taproom on the 
block, Arrow Factory is a rustic hideaway 
brimming with good Anglo-Scandinavian 
vibes (courtesy of the brew-masters) and 
the brand’s distinctive Chinese brewed ales. 
A winning combination
> 38 Jianchang Hutong, Dongcheng District 东城区箭
厂胡同38号(6407 6308)

8-Bit
Drinking alongside multiplayer retro gam-
ing – why didn’t anyone do this sooner? 
Megadrive, Super Nintendo, N64... some 
real gems make up an ever-growing col-
lection. Draft Kirin goes for a reasonable 
RMB25 a glass. 
> Daily 1pm-2am; 13 Beiluoguxiang, Dongcheng 东
城区北锣鼓巷13号 (159 1025 6538)

China Bar ¥¥
Top views from the 65th floor and flash 
drinks are the attractions on offer at this 
hip hotel bar. 

7-9, 1/F, Building 7, Central Park Plaza, 10 Chaoyang 
Park South 朝阳公园南路中央公园广场A7-109 
(6586 1180); Wangjing store opening soon: 206, 
2/F, RADIANCE, 6 Wangjing Dongyuan, Chaoyang 
District 朝阳区望京东园6号楼金辉大厦2层206单元 
(6478 8660)

Taco Bar
Rising from the ashes of its deceased 
hutong location, the new Taco Bar is hip, 
popular and able to produce some of the 
most authentic Mexican fare in town. Only 
RMB45 for three and great cocktails to 
complement.
> Tue-Thu 5.30pm-1am, Fri-Sat 5.30pm-2.30am, Sun 
11am-1am; 1/F, Unit 10, Electrical Research Institute, 
Sanlitun Nan Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯南路机电研
究院内10号1层 (6501 6026)

Q Mex Bar & Grill
> Sanlitun Courtyard (across from Salsa Caribe, 
nearby Bookworm), Chaoyang 朝阳区工体北路4号院
机电研究院餐饮街内 6585 3828 

Palms L.A. Kitchen and Bar * (Korean-
Mexican fusion)
Tucked away near Gulou, this hip little 
hutong concept is truly one of a kind in 
Beijing. Quesadillas with kimchi and bibim-
baps with melted cheese and hot sauce. 
Guess what? It works. Killer range of classic 
Cali’ cocktails, too.
> Daily 11:30am-midnight (closed Mondays); 14 
Zhangwang Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区旧鼓楼大街
张旺胡同14号 (6405 4352)

Steak
Char Dining Room & Lounge
Char is a Premium Steak house; a lifestyle 
concept, modern with live entertainment 
to fascinate customers with a hint of class 
and flair. Exceptional quality to truly reward 
guests and makes Char Dining Room & 
Lounge the place to be seen. 
>Daily, Lunch: 11.30am-2.30pm; Dinner: 5.30-10pm; 
Bar: 10pm-1am. 3/F, InterContinental Beijing 
Sanlitun, 1 South Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District 朝
阳区南三里屯路1号北京三里屯通盈中心洲际酒店三
层 (8516 0065)

Morton’s of Chicago (American) ¥¥ *
Meat so tender the knife falls through it: 
ritzy Morton’s deserves the worldwide 
praise. Expensive, but where else are you 
going to get steak this good? (Try the 
RMB550 set menu if you want to save cash)
> Mon-Sat 5:30-11pm, Sun 5-10:30pm; 2/F, Regent 
Hotel, 99 Jinbao Jie, Dongcheng 东城区金宝街99号
丽晶酒店二层 (6523 7777)

O’Steak
A well-cooked steak in Beijng isn’t all that 
rare anymore, and here we have affordable 
but quality cuts. Don’t be fooled by the 
Irish sounding name, it’s an authentic 
French bistro – not a Guinness in sight.   
> Daily midday-midnight, Xingfu: No.55-7 Xingfucun 
Zhonglu, opposite of April courmet, Chaoyang 朝
阳区幸福村中路55-7杰作大厦底商绿叶子超市斜对
面 (8448 8250) ; Central Park: No.o103 building 20, 
Central Park, No.6 Chaowai Avenue, Chaoyang 朝
阳区朝外大街6号新城国际20号楼103 (6533 6599); 
shunyi: No.11-102 Shine Hills, No.9 Antai Avenue, 
Shunyi 顺义区后沙峪安泰大街9号祥云小镇南门 11号
楼102 (8048 5080) 

29 Grill (Contemporary Western) *
Top-notch steak, along with just about eve-
ry other cut of meat found in the barnyard 
in this well-priced meat-eaters’ mecca.
> Mon-Fri lunch: 11.30am-2.30pm; Mon-Sat dinner: 
6-10.30pm (closed Sundays); Conrad Beijing, 2/F, 29 
North Dongsanhuan, Chaoyang 朝阳区东三环北路9
号2层  (6584 6270) Spanish

Agua ¥ *
Occupying the high end of Nali’s Spanish 
invasion, Agua excels with reasonably 
priced classics like suckling pig, chorizo 
and jamon. Winner of the 2014 Golden 
Fork Editors’ Pick for best restaurant.
> Daily Midday-2pm, 6pm-10pm. 4/F, Nali Patio, 81 
Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路81号那里花
园 (5208 6188)

Casa Talia by Tiago
>Daily 11.30am-9pm, 01B, 4/F, Raffles City, 1 Dong-
zhimen Nan Dajie, Dongcheng 东城区东直门南大街1
号来福士购物中心4层01B 8409 4009 

Niajo ¥ *
With homely Mediterranean influences and 
a charming management, Niajo is prime 
Sanlitun smart-casual dining. Order the 
paella (their star dish) together with some 
tapas and be automatically transported to 
Spain (minus the constant sunshine).
> Daily noon-10.30pm. 3/F, Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun 
Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路81号那里花园3层 
(5208 6052)

Migas Mercado ¥ *
A place to dance and rowl, perhaps, rather 
than a drinks destination, TBAM, as on one 
calls it, focuses on upscale local DJs to get 

the party started. Good-enough cocktails are 
offered but mostly it’s about the music, man
>Daily 11.30-3am, 7th Floor, North Zone, China 
World Mall, 1 Jianguomen Wai Dajie, Chaoyang 
District 朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸商城三期北区7
层 (6500 7579)

Asian

Indian 
Raj 
Tucked away in musty old building just un-
derneath the drum tower, this curryhouse 
may look Chinese but everything on the 
menu is authentic Indian, espcially the 
rather fine naan.   
> Daily 11am-2pm, 5pm-11pm, 31 Gulou Xidajie 
Dongcheng 东城区鼓楼西大街31号 (6401 1675)

Ganges 
Conveniently located above popular 
Irish sports bar Paddy O’Sheas, this solid 
Indian curry house provides the perfect 
post-match culinary accompaniment. Or 
put another way: it’s what you’ll be craving 
after eight pints of beer. 
> Daily 11am to 10.30pm; Dongzhimen Branch: 
2/F, 28 Dongzhimen Wai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区
东直门外大街28号2层 (6417 0900) ; Lidon store: 38 
Fangyuan Xilu, Jiuxianqiao, Chaoyang District 朝阳区
酒仙桥芳园西路38号 (5135 8353 / 8430 8700); CBD: 
138A, B1/F, The Place, 9Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
District朝阳区光华路9号世贸天阶1号楼 (6587 2999); 
Shimao Dept Store: Room 202, No.1 Shimao dept 
store, Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang District朝阳区工人
体育场北路十三号院一号楼世茂工三二层202 (6416 
0181); Haidian: 6-02-01 Wudako U Center, 28 
Chengfu Lu, Haidian District海淀区成府路28号优盛大
厦6-02-01 (6262 7944)

Indian Kitchen 

The go to curry house among Beijing’s 
homesick Indian community, this ever 
popular no-nonsense restaurant has built 
up a solid reputation thanks to its wide 
range of quality dishes and particularly 
friendly service. Looking good after a 
recent rennovation and very available on 
JinShiSong online delivery.
> Daily 11am-2:30pm, 5:30-11pm, 2/F 2 Sanlitun 
Beixiaojie, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯北小街2号2楼  
(6462 7255)(The restaurant will be closed for reno-
vation from December 25th and will be reopened in 
February 2019.)

The Lobby
The Lobby is the heart of every Penin-
sula hotel, and the restyled lounge at The 
Peninsula Beijing presents an impressive 
setting to share the celebrated Peninsula 
Afternoon Tea with family or friends accom-
panied by live music. The Lobby also serves 
an a la carte breakfast, plus an eclectic 
selection of international and Asian favorite 
dishes.
>Daily, 11am-11pm, After Tee 2pm-6pm  1/F, The 
Peninsula, 8 Jinyu Hutong, Dongcheng District金鱼
胡同8号王府半岛酒店一层 (8516 2888 Ext 6764)

Japanese 
HAGAKI 叶书 *
Serves up a selection of signature maki 
rolls, as well as classics like tonkatsu, 
tempura and udon, Hagaki specializes 
in Californian-inspired Japanese cuisine 
and has a lively sushi bar.
>Daily 11am-2.30pm, 1/F, EAST Beijing, 22 
Jiuxianqiao Lu,Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥路22号东隅酒
店1层 8414 9815 

Hatsune ¥ * (California Japanese) 
As much a California roll joint as true 
Japanese, Hatsune is now an old favorite 
among the sake-swilling, sushi-swallowing 
set, though less so among sashimi purists. 
> Daily 11.30am-2pm, 5.30-10pm; 2/F, Heqiao Bldg 
C, 8A Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区光华路甲8号
和乔大厦C座2层 (6581 3939) >Additional locations 
in Sanlitun Tai Koo Li South; Kerry Centre Mall (see 
www.online.thatsmags.com for details)

Inagiku *
This Beijing branch of one of Tokyo’s oldest 
and most celebrated restaurants is as near 
to perfection as you’re likely to find. 



W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 9  |  6 9

LISTINGS

> Sun-Thur 8pm-4am, Fri-Sat 8pm-5am, Ritan Park 
South Gate, Chaoyang District 朝阳区日坛公园南
门 (8562 8142)

Parlor
Learn a few quotes from Gatsby before 
heading to this 20s Shanghai-style speak-
easy and you’ll fit right in. 
> Daily 6pm-2am, 39-8 Xingfuercun, Chaoyang 朝阳区
新东路幸福二村39-8 (8444 4135)

Mai Bar *
Understated hutong hideaway with a long 
list of some of the best cocktails in town.    
> Daily 5pm-late, 40 Beiluoguxiang, Dongcheng 东城
区北锣鼓巷40号 (6406 1871)

Revolution *
Sanlitun doesnt really do hipster bars but 
if it did, this cramped ode to Maomorabilia 
would be it. The East may be red but their 
cocktails (RMB45) are fit for a Chairman.
> Daily, 12pm-late, west of Yashow, Gongti Bei Lu,  朝
阳区工体北路雅秀市场西侧 (6415 8776) 

The Brick
A Cheers-style atmosphere ensures you’ll 
find this neighbourhood drinking hole-in-
the brick-wall faux dive bar either cliquey 
or inclusive. The heavy-duty cocktails 
(including the devastatingly boozy RMB80 
Terminator) are probably needed for the 
bizarre Wednesday pub quiz. 
> Daily 4pm-late. Unit 2-11, Bldg 2, Tianzhi Jiaozi, 31 
Guangqu Lu (northeast corner of Shuangjing Qiao), 
Chaoyang 朝阳区双井桥东北角广渠路31号院天之骄子
2号楼底商2-11 (134 2616 6677)

The Irish Volunteer
Everything – from the red-faced owner to 
the grub – is authentically Irish: tinged 
with alcoholism, doggerel and drunken 
regret. A good place to down a pint and a 
pizza before heading into town, then. 
> Daily 9pm-2am. 311 Jiangtai Lu (opposite Lido 
Hotel East Gate), Chaoyang 朝阳区将台路311
号 (6438 5581)

Slow Boat Sanlitun Brewpub **
This popular microbrewery is a Beijing  
classic (if you haven’t tried the Zombie 
Pirate Pale Ale yet, then what are you 
doing?). Other things to love: quality ales 
that change each season, a massive three-
story space, and some of the best burgers 
in town. 
> Daily, 11am-late; 6 Nan Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳
区南三里屯路6号 (6592 5388) 

Glen ¥
Experiences can vary at Glen (we’ve 
endured poor service and drinks that are 
scandalous at the price), which is located in 
a decidedly downbeat compound. But whis-
ky lovers have been known to swear by its 
selections and dark, intimate atmosphere. 
See for yourself.
>Daily 6.30pm-2am. 203, 2/F, Taiyue Suites Hotel 
Beijing, 16 Nansanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区南三里屯
路16号泰悦豪庭2楼203室 (6591 1191)  

Glen Classic ¥
Tucked away in the grounds of Face hotel, 
Glen Classic is a Japanese-owned whisky 
bar where discerning drinkers can sink 
into an arm-chair, glass in hand, and while 
away the hours. Huge range of whiskies 
and rums are personally selected by expert 
owner Daiki Kanetaka – let him recommend 
you something special.
> Mon-Sat, 7pm-2am, reservation required, 
minimum spend RMB200, Face Hotel Courtyard, 26 
Dongcaoyuan, Chaoyang 朝阳区工体南路东草园26
号 (6551 6788)

Trouble Bar 
Beijing’s leading venue for imported craft 
beers. Stocks a large draft selection and 
an even larger selection of bottles. Also 
does a nice line in creative cocktails, if 
brews aren’t your thing. Conveniently 
located next to Gung-Ho, hosts a full-sized 
foos-ball table, darts, and plenty of TV’s to 
accommodate any event, meetings, and 
gatherings.
> 2-101, China View Building, 2B Gongti Donglu, 
Chaoyang (Next To Gung-Ho) 朝阳区工人体育场东
路乙2号中国红街2-101叫板比萨隔壁 (8590 0390, 
troublebar@gmail.com, www.trouble.bar)

Yun Summer Lounge 
The only open-air roof lounge in Wangfu-
jing gets set for sunset with hand crafted 
cocktails paired with beautiful Beijing 
views, modern Mediterranean sharing 
plates and chilling DJ tunes.
> Mon-Thur, 5pm-midnight, Fri-Sat, 5pm-1am, 15/F, 
The Peninsula Beijing, 8 Jinyu Hutong, Dongcheng 
District 东城区金鱼胡同8号王府半岛酒店15层 (8516 
2888)

10 Best Livehouses
Dusk Dawn Club (DDC) 黄昏黎明俱乐部

> Sun-Thu 5pm-1am, Fri-Sat 5pm-2am. 65/F, Park 
Hyatt, 2 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国
门外大街2号柏悦酒店65层 (8567 1838/40)

First Floor
First Floor is like that friend who’s too 
popular to properly enjoy their company. 
At weekends, it gets aggressively full, with 
regulars and the passing tourist trade all 
baying at the bar. A good place to meet 
new friends, perhaps. 
> Daily, 4pm-late, Sanlitun Beixiaojie, Chaoyang  朝阳
区三里屯北小街 (6413 0587, first.floorbeijing.com)

El Nido *
The first hutong hang-out to patent the 
fridge-full-of-cheap-imports formula, El 
Nido inspires a loyal following, particularly 
in summer. The roast leg of mutton place 
next door is one of the best locally. 

> Daily 6pm-late, 59 Fangjia Hutong, Dongcheng  东
城区方家胡同50号(158 1038 2089)

Great Leap Brewing 大跃啤酒 ¥ *
The bar that began the whole Beijing mi-
crobrewing frenzy (yes, frenzy) specializes 
in idiosyncratic, local-style brews (RMB25-
40) with intriguing flavors – their Sichuan 
peppercorn ale was memorably good. 
Reservations used to be recommended 
for their original hutong brewhouse, but 
the opening of a wildly popular new pub 
on Xinzhong Lu has shifted most drinkers 
there instead.  
> Gulou: 5pm-late, Tue-Fri, 2pm-late Sat-Sun 2-10pm, 
6 DouJiao Hutong, Dongcheng 东城区豆角胡同6号 
(5717 1399) ; Sanlitun: Daily 11:30am-2pm; Sun-Thu 
5pm-midnight, Fri /Sat 5pm-1am, B12 Xinzhong 
Street 新中街乙12号 (6416 6887,  www.greatleap-
brewing.com)

Heaven Supermarket
A purgatory of bottles, bongs and bedrag-
gled English teachers, Heaven sells the 
cheapest alcoholic takeaways in town. You 
can also hang around and appreciate the 
afterlife (clientele) if you want. Caveat: the 
food is straight from Hell’s own kitchen. 
> Daily 11-4am. 14 Xindong Lu (next to The James 
Joyce), Chaoyang 朝阳区新东路14号 (6415 6513)

Hidden Lounge *
Although frustrating to find, Hidden 
Lounge rewards the intrepid with good art-
work and comfortable seating, suggesting 
a Kasbah, plus well-made drinks at great 
prices (wine from RMB100 a bottle, mix 
drinks from RMB25). You’ll probably have 
to call them to find it, though. 
> Daily 6pm-1am. Room 101, Bldg 8, CBD Apartments, 
Shuanghuayuan Nanli Erqu, Chaoyang 朝阳区双花园
南里二区CBD公寓8号楼101屋 (8772 1613)

Jane’s & Hooch ¥ *
Acclaimed by some foreign press as one 
of the best bars in the world (cough), this 
not-so-plain Jane has been at the vanguard 
of the South Sanlitun gentrification. It 
serves RMB60-80 measures of your favorite 
Prohibiotion-era hooches in a fanstastic 
speakeasy atmosphere, with attentive staff 
and unimpeachable cocktails.
> Daily 8pm-2am, Courtyard 4 Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang 
朝阳区工体北路4号院 ( 6503 2757)

Jing-A Taproom **
In just a few years, these guys developed 
from shady guerrilla brewers to upstanding 
publicans with their own range of souvenir 
T-shirts. Their bar is a peach: a bricks-and-
mortar taproom, which is large, warm and 
sociable, and has up to 16 different beers 
on tap.
> Building B, 1949 The Hidden City, Courtyard 4, 
Gongti Bei Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区工体北路4号院

Mao Mao Chong **
The cocktails at Mao’s – such as their 
sublime ‘Mala’ Mule, a Sichuan peppercorn-
infused vodka drink that’s a long way from 
Moscow – are unique infusions using 
local ingredients and know-how. Grungey 
without being grimey, Mao’s eschews flash 
while still keeping it real. And those pizzas. 
> 12 Banchang Hutong, Jiaodaokou, Dongcheng 东
城区交道口南大街板厂胡同12号 (6405 5718, www.
maomaochongbeijing.com)

Mesh ¥
Whether it’s an early evening cocktail or a 
late-night infusion, Mesh’s moody interior 
and underground soundtrack draws the 
bright young things (and on LGBT Thurs-
days, quite a few old things, too). 
> Daily 5pm-1am. Building 1, 11 Sanlitun Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯路11号院1号楼 (6417 6688)

Maggie’s ¥
A notorious sausage fest (we refer, of 
course, to the hot-dog stand outside), 
Maggie’s has been providing its special 
comforts for so long, it’s practically a time-
honored Beijing brand – although it’s also a 
bastion of Mongolian culture. 

Great little livehouse near Meishuguan 
with a focus on jazz, folk and indie rock. 
Craft beer and whisky means you won’t get 
bored of the drinks list quickly.
> Tue-Sun 1pm-2am; 14 Shanlao Hutong, 
Dongcheng 东城区美术馆后街山老胡同14号 (6407 
8969) 

School Bar 学校酒吧 *
Crap drinks and regular, unscheduled 
fights: no wonder the cool kids adore this 
alternative livehouse/ DJ bar, founded by 
Beijing and Shanghai rock n’ rollers. 
> Daily 8pm-late. 53 Wudaoying Hutong, Chaoyang 
朝阳区五道营胡同53号 (6402 8881, 6406 9947)

Jianghu 江湖酒吧
This former Qing Dynasty courtyard home 
is exactly where you’d take that friend from 
out of town to prove you’re cool. Its cozy 
atmosphere is also its downfall – any show 
with under 40 people and you’re stuck 
looking through the windows. Hip and 
casually familiar, the jazz and folk bookings 
keep things low-key enough for the get-
home-for-the-babysitter crowd.    
> 7 Dongmianhua Hutong, Jiaodaokou Nan Dajie, 
Dongcheng 东城区交道口南大街东棉花胡同7号 (6401 
5269, site.douban.com/jianghujiubar, jincanzh@
gmail.com)

Hot Cat Club 热力猫
A true stalwart of the Beijing scene, Hot 
Cat is the type of hard-working venue that 
helps cement a city’s music scene.  
> Daily 10am-late, 46 Fangjia Hutong (just south 
of Guozijian Jie), Dongcheng 东城区方家胡同46号
(6400 7868)

The Post Mountain 后山
Built into a man-made hill in the center 
of the MOMA Complex, this new ad-
dition to Beijing’s growing livehouse 
empire is The Hobbit meets Manhattan. 
With as much vibe as a sterile modern-
art gallery. Its imported sound system 
and ramped floor makes for decent 
sound and sightlines.
> Bldg T8, MOMA, 1 Xiangheyuan Lu, 
Dongzhimenwai, Dongcheng (next to MOMA 
Cinemateque) 东城区东直门外香河园路1号当代
MOMA园区T8楼北百老汇电影中心北侧 (8400 4774)

Temple 坛 *
Probably the manliest venue in town, this 
dimly lit and unventilated space is owned 
by rockers (Gao Xu, Gao Jian and Clement 
Burger) and known for late sets of hard 
rock, punk and ska, with weekend gigs 
and DJ sets every fortnight. It offers a long 
drinks menu, with plenty of cheap pastis 
and shooters, but you’ll probably stick to 
the RMB15 draught.
> Daily, 7pm-late. Bldg B, 206 Gulou Dong Dajie, 
Dongcheng 东城区鼓楼东大街206号B楼202 (131 
6107 0713)

Yugong Yishan 愚公移山 *
We’ve lost more body weight than we’d 
care to remember in YY’s mosh pit. Fortu-
nately, almost all the acts – usually hip-hop 
DJs, emo rocks and obscure indie outfits 
from across the globe – were worth it. The 
upstairs bar area is a refuge from the sweat 
glands below. 
> Daily 7pm-late. 3-2 Zhangzizhong Lu (100m west 
of Zhangzizhong Lu subway station), Dongcheng 东
城区张自忠路3-2号(6404 2711）

Hotel Bars
Atmosphere ¥¥
Beijing’s highest bar, on the 80th floor of 
the 1,082-ft China World Tower, offers 300+ 
swanky cocktails from RMB65 with 360-de-
gree views of the 700AQI PM2.5. 
> Mon-Fri noon-2am, Sat and Sun noon-4am. 80/F, 
China World Summit Wing, 1 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外大街1号北京国贸大酒店80 
(6505 2299 ext. 6433)

Centro ¥
Although it’s no longer quite the go-to 
place for beautiful people it once was, Cen-
tro still draws a cute crowd with its nightly 
jazz performaces, spacious and recently 
renovated lounge areas and classic drinks 
like the blue-cheese martini. 
> Open 24 hours. 1/F, Kerry Hotel, 1 Guanghua 
Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区光华路1号北京嘉里大饭店1层 
(6561 8833)

MEI 
One of the livelier hotel bars in town, 
MEI has a nightly band, serves creatively 
delicious cocktails and overlooks the 
CCTV ‘trousers.’ Don’t leave without try-
ing the frightfully delicious Panjiayuan 
Bramble.
Mon-Wed 6pm-2am, Thu-Sat 6pm-3am, Sun 5pm-
midnight; 5F Rosewood Beijing, Jing Guang Centre, 
Hujialou, Chaoyang District朝阳区呼家楼一号京广中
心北京瑰丽酒店3层 (6536 0083)

O’Bar 
With both a fantastic cocktail menu and 

one of the finest terraces in the city, NUO 
Hotel’s O’Bar is a sure bet for classy evening 
drinks in the city. 
>Sun-Thr:6pm-1am;Fri-Sat:6pm-2am;2 Jiangtai 
Lu,Chaoyang朝阳区将台路甲2号(5926 8888) 

Xian 仙 
Bold multi – element bar Xian on the 
ground floor mixes a pub, whiskey bar, live 
music venue and games room into one 
vibrant entertainment hotspot.
>Daily 5pm-2am, 1/F, EAST Beijing, 22 Jiuxianqiao 
Lu,Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥路22号东隅酒店1层
(8414 9810)

Nightclubs
Chocolate
It’s impossible to discuss Chocolate without 
mentioning gold leaf, dwarves, cabaret 
dancers and oddly-friendly Russian women. 
Timed right, a visit can be raucous fun, with 
bottles of spirits from around RMB200, 
cocktails under RMB50 (including the 
absinthe-based Flaming Armageddon) and 
regular floor shows.
> Daily 7pm-6am. 19 Ritan Beilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区日
坛北路19号 (8561 3988)

Dada *
It hasn’t been on the Beijing scene for 
too long, but already Dada is the hippest 
hangout in town. Their cosy Gulou confines 
under rock house Temple offer an intimate 
place to nod along to an eclectic range of 
all things electro from the best names on 
the underground scene.
> Daily 9pm-late, Rm 101, Bldg B, 206 Gulou Dong 
Dajie, Dongcheng 东城区鼓楼东大街206号B栋101室 
(183 1108 0818)

Lantern *
Founded by now-defunct Acupuncture 
Records, Lantern is a beacon of light in the 
strip of truly ghastly nightclubs and bars 
known as ‘Gongti.’ Serious about its music, 
it also makes good drinks and attracts 
international electronica DJs. 
> Thurs-Sat 9pm-6.30am. 100m north of Worker’s 
Stadium West Gate, Chaoyang 朝阳区工人体育场西
门向北100米 (139 119 77989)

MIX
A bit like a trip to the Forbidden City, Mix 
is one of those places in Beijing you have 
to experience before you leave. Not much 
is forbidden in this underground hip-hop 
disco palace and if you don’t leave with 
hook-up in tow then you’re doing some-
thing very wrong.
> Daily 8pm-6am, Inside Worker’s Stadium North 
Gate, Chaoyang 朝阳区工人体育场北门内 (6506 9888, 
6530 2889, 150 1138 2219, mixclub@sohu.com)

Vics
Separated at birth from its identical twin 
brother, Mix, this is the definition of Gongti 
sweatbox meat-market chic at its very 
finest. The Chinese love it – as do moody 
Russians and jailbait students – helping Vics 
to become one of the most infamous clubs 
in the capital. 
> Daily 8.30pm late, Inside Worker’s Stadium North 
Gate, Chaoyang 朝阳区工人体育场北门内 (5293 0333) 

Sports Bars
The Local *
Formerly Brussels, this beery bar has come 
into its own, with large (yet strangely 
unobtrusive) screenings of sports and 
political events, a pub quiz, quality fare and 
a nice selection of draughts and cocktails. 
Try the Bourbon Street Ice Tea – you won’t 
need another.
> Daily 11-2am. 4 Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区工
体北路4号院 (6591 9525)

Paddy O’Shea’s *
An entire Irish-themed pub, which could 
easily been trasnsported, untouched, from 
a back alley in Limerick and gently depos-
ited in central Beijing. With plenty going 
on, including pub quiz and sports.
> Dongzhimen: Daily 10am-late, 28 Dongzhimen-
wai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区东直门外大街28号 (6592 
6290); Sanlitun:  2/F, Tongli Studio, Sanlitun Back 
Street 三里屯北路43号同里二层 (6415 0299) 

V Sports
Spacious, comfortable, huge screens and 
no rowdy drunken cretins, V Sports makes 
a claim for the champion of Beijing sports 
bars.
> Daily 5.30pm-6am, Gongti North Gate East side, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区工体北门内东侧 (5293 0333)

BEAUTY & FITNESS
Black Golden Tanning Studio
古铜日晒中心
Beijing is hardly the best place to pick up 
a natural tan. When it finally reaches the 
warm summer, the sun’s rays struggle 
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10am-22pm, Shop 19/F4, Wanliu BHG, Haidian
海淀区华联万柳购物中心4层 8258 9517 ; 
Hongmei store: Daily 10am-22pm, Shop 3824-
1, Shanghai上海市长宁区老外街虹梅路3824-1号 
 021-6215 5192 

Zell Cosmetic Clinic
Founded by renowned dermatologist 
Dr. Shao Lin Hong, Zell uses recognized 
international cosmetology techniques to 
perform services including laser cosmetic 
surgery, minimally invasive cosmetic sur-
gery, medical skincare and anti-aging.
> Room 2002, 1/F Building AB, Wantong Centre, 6 
Chaowai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区朝外大街甲6号万通
中心1/F, 2002 (400-696-3390, www.zellbeauty.com)

Sport
Yihe 42° Hot Yoga                                            
2 locations in Beijing: the best Yoga for Be-
ginners! No previous experience necessary 
- and if your body is a bit stiff – that’s okay! 
Yihe knows it can be a little intimidating to 
begin your journey into Yoga, so they are 
available to answer any questions you may 
have. It’s a great workout for the body and 
calming for the mind. Call them today on 
(5905 6067, 8599 7395) 
> Daily  10am-8pm. 3/F, No. 2 South Building, Blue 
Castle, Dawang Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区大望路蓝堡
国际中心南写字楼2座3层 (8599 7395/96, www.
yh42.com); 3/F, Bldg. 14, Solana, No. 6 Chaoyang 
Gongyuan Xilu Chaoyang 朝阳区朝阳公园西路6号,蓝
色港湾14号,三层 (5905 6065/67, www.yh42.com) 

Broadwell International Tennis Academy
Located inside Chaoyang Park’s Tennis 
Center, this indoor club boasts a complete 
state-of-the-art air-supported structure for 
all-weather year-round indoor tennis, with 
an advanced lighting system and controlled 
climate. Ideal for peeps looking to perfect 
their service and batting a few balls. 
> Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang 朝阳区农南路1号朝
阳公园网球中心(400 6406 800/ 6595 8885, www.
broadwell.cn1)

California Fitness Beijing Club
California Fitness Beijing’s Group X program 
is among the best in the region, and with 
membership you have access to over 150 
weekly Group X classes and a team of 
professional personal trainers in Asia.  Your 
membership also includes free towel usage 
and a fitness assessment.
>South Tower, L4, 9 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang (4008 
100-988,www,californiafitness.com)

Cycle China Inc. 北京非常之旅 
Cycle China provides organized cycling 
and hiking tours in and aroundBeijing as 
well as longer tours throughout China. 
Some of their more popular tours take 
cyclists through the Olympic Green, 
Tian’anmen Square, and Beijing’s tradi-
tional hutongs.
>12 Jingshan East Street, Dongcheng 东城区景山东
街12号 (6402 5653 ,139 1188 6524)

Heyrobics
“Sweat like a Swede!” they say with annoy-
ingly smug grin and toned abs. The only 
fitness craze worth following in Beijing, 
Heyrobics is all about a punishing full-body 
workout set to pumping beats – not forget-
ting the fluorescent spandex. Differing 
classes for all abilities, check online for the 
full schedule.
> www.heyrobics.com, info@heyrobics.com

HAIR SALONS                   
Catherine de France

Awarded best expat salon in 2014/ 2015, 
with a trained team of international and 
local stylists, colorists and beauticians, this 
salon welcomes all ages and budgets in 
a modern and relaxed atmosphere for a 
wide range of hair and beauty treatments, 
include manicure, pedicure and waxing. 
Wella, SP, INOA, TIGI
Language: French, English, Spanish, Chi-
nese, Russian.

to penetrate the smog. Thankfully, Black 
Golden Tanning Studio is on hand to give 
you that golden glow with its quick, safe 
and effective technology. With a member-
ship card, enjoy a 50-minute session for 
RMB400 and come away with natural, 
healthy-looking color.
> Sanlitun: 11am-9pm, 2/f, Bldg 3, Sanlitun SOHO, 
Gongti Bei Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区工体北路三里屯
Soho3号楼2层217 (5785 3711, jusonghao@hotmail.
com); Wangjing: 11am-9pm, Rm T5, 3/F, BOTAI 
International Building, 36 Guangshun Bei Dajie, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区望京广顺北大街36号博泰国际商业
广场3层T—5 (8472 2855) 

Alona Pilates Studio
Pairing up traditional Pilates with an in-
novative, full-body workout, Alona Pilates 
offers classes designed to tone  and whip 
you into shape fast. It also provides a 
personalized experience for all its students, 
regardless of fitness, strength and 
flexibility levels.
> Daily, 7.30, late. 5/F at Heavenly Spa by Westin, 1 
Xinyuan Nanlu, Chaoyang 朝阳区新源南路1号威斯汀
酒店五层 ( 139 1029 0260, www.alonapilates.com)

Narcisse Beauty Brands Encompassed

One of a kind! A 600 m2 brand-new concept 
of beauty salon——Narcisse, encompassed 
with professional brands on skincare, 
manicure and hair removal. Not only can 
we guarantee to give you the highest qual-
ity of products and treatments, but also an 
impressive one-stop beauty experience.

Brands inside Narcisse：
Youngfo: Facial Cleansing Center: Clean 
Out What’s Deeply Buried In Your Skin; 
10+10: Minimal-Design Nail: Chic Worka-
holic’s Luv!; Edelweiss: Laser Hair Removal: 
Latest Technology, Safe&Permanent

Deep Facial Cleaning- 880rmb/once
> 10.30am-10.30pm, Bldg. 1,No.6 West Fangyuan 
rd, Chaoyang (inside Narcisse Beauty Brands 
Encompassed)朝阳区芳园西路6号院1号楼水仙美容品
牌集合店内(5365 9418)   

Daisy’s Beauty Salon
Since 2001, Daisy’s beauty salon has 
catered to thousands of Beijing expats and 
locals and is renowned for its premium 
waxing services and imported wax that 
smells like hot chocolate. If waxing isn’t 
your thing, the salon also specializes in 
an array of other treatments including IPL 
Facial Rejuvenation and lifting, a 90-minute 
treatment that uses a laser to stimulate 
collagen production and soften lines. Laser 
and IPL permanent hair removal treatment 
is also proving popular and effective.
> Daily, 10am-8.30pm, Rm301, Building 
B,Sunshine100 International Apartment, Guanghua 
Donglu, Chaoyang 朝阳区光华东路2号阳光100国际
公寓B座301室 (5100 0556 / 0557, www.daisysbeau-
tysalon.com)

Beijing Hikers
Want to experience the wild, unrestored 
Great Wall, away from the tourist masses? 
Or do you just want to get out of the city 
for some exercise? Beijing Hikers offers 
hikes in the countryside of Beijing every 
week all year round. Hikes for all fitness lev-
els! Regular hikes are priced from RMB380, 
with discounts for members. Cost includes 
hiking guide, transportation, tickets, food 
and water. We’ve also got adventures all 
over China. 
> For more information, visit www.beijinghikers.com

Shang Xia
>L118 & 119, L1 China World Mall, China World 
Trade Center 1, Jianguomen Waidajie, Chaoyang 朝
阳区建国门外大街1号中国国际贸易中心国贸商城1楼
L118 & 119 (6505 3446) 

Lily Nails
A long-time favorite among locals and 
expats alike, Lily Nails is much more than a 
nail spa; they eyelash services, of pamper-
ing treatments and waxing too. 
>U Town store: Daily 10am-22pm, Shop 19B, 
4/F, U town Plaza, Chaoyang朝阳区悠唐购物
中心一期4层19B号 8561 5875 ; Fulllink store: 
Daily 10am-22pm, Shop 29/B1, Fulllink Plaza, 
Chaoyang朝阳区丰联广场B1-29 6588 3633 ; 
Yansha store: Daily 10am-22pm, 09/B1, Ping 
An International Finance Centre, Chaoyang朝
阳区平安国际金融中心商业B1层9号 5601 9664
 ;WDK store: Daily 10am-22pm, Shop16/F4, 
WDK Shopping store, Haidian海淀区五道口购物
中心4层1415号 6266 6070 ; Heshenghui store: 
Daily 10am-22pm, Shop B1-19, Heshenghui 
Mall, Chaoyang朝阳区合生汇B1层19号  5601 
9664 ; Pingan store: Daily 10am-22pm, Shop 
09/B1, Ping An International Finance Centre, 
Chaoyang朝阳区平安国际金融中心商业B1层9号
 8444 2483 ; Taiyanggong store: Daily 10am-
22pm, Shop B1-09, CapitaMall Taiyanggong, 
Chaoyang朝阳区太阳宫凯德购物中心B1-15A号 
 8443 0619 ; WeLife store: Daily 10am-22pm, 
WeLife store, Shop B1/F, WeLife Shopping 
store, Chaoyang朝阳区远洋未来汇购物中心
B1-116号 8588 6896 ; Wanliu store: Daily 

>  East Avenue BLD Ground Floor, No.10 Xindong Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区新东路10号逸盛阁首层(8442 5120, 
135 2147 3492, eastavenue@catherinedefrance.com, 
Wechat: CDFSalon, www.catherinedefrance.com)

Blow+Bar
This salon is equipped with more than 
shampoo – the team here provides 
haircuts, dye, updos, hair treatments and 
more. With prices for almost everything 
listed under RMB1,000, Blow+ is a haven of 
reasonably priced good taste in Sanlitun’s 
3.3 Mall. They have champagne and a well-
stocked bar, so bring your friends and make 
a night of it.

>3/F 3.3 Mall, 33 Sanlitun Lu, Sanlitun, Chaoyang朝
阳区三里屯路33号3.3服3/F (for appointments, call 
5136 5432)

Laurent Falcon

As China’s first REAL French hair salon we 
promise each and every one of our custom-
ers that we’ll treat your hair like it’s our 
own. We use only the finest imported 
products to guarantee that your 
experience with us is as relaxing and 
professional as possible. Come in and meet 
our specialist stylist and visit our facilities. 
Your hair deserves a true touch of French 
sophistication. Man cut 120RMB up; 
Women cut 180RMB up; Color 580RMB up; 
Highlight 680RMB up.
> SanLiTun salon: No.43 Building, SanLiTun 
Beijie South, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯北街南
43号楼(6409 4243, 1350 137 2971); GuoMao 
Salon: CB1007, B1, Middle Zone, China World 
Shopping Mall, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国门外大街1
号国贸商城中区地下一层CB1007

HEALTH SERVICES
American-Sino OB/GYN/Pediatrics Ser-
vices 北京美华妇儿医院
> 18 anyuan road,chaoyang district,Beijing 北京市
朝阳区安苑路18号 (8443 9666, bj.americanobgyn.
com)

Amcare Women’s & Children’s Hospital
With a zero waiting-time policy, top-qual-
ity inpatient facilities, home visits, night 
services and transportation assistance, 
Amcare provides a trustworthy experi-
ence. English-speaking services include 
pediatrics, gynecology and obstetrics. 
> 9 Fangyuan XiLu, Chaoyang District 朝阳区芳园
西路9号 (6434 2399, 24hr hotline 800 610 6200, 
www.amcare.com.cn)

Beijing International Medical Center 
(IMC) 北京国际医疗中心
Established in 1993, the International 
Medical Center-Beijing counts on an 
expert team of foreign doctors, offering a 
wide range of medical services, including 
family medicine, psychological services, 
dental, ob/gyn, pediatrics and TCM. 
Drop-in services for travelers; x-rays and 
ultrasounds are also available. English, 
Farsi, Japanese, Chinese, Arabic and Rus-
sian spoken. 
> 24hours. Room S106/111 Lufthansa Center, 50 
Liangmahe Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区亮马桥路50号燕莎
中心写字楼1层S106 (6465 1561/2/3, 6465 1384/28, 
www.imcclinics.com)

Beijing United Family Hospital and Clinics 
北京和睦家医院
> Wi-fi internet. Lido, Emergency Room is open 
24/7/365, Mon-Fri, 8.30am-5pm; 2 Jiangtai Road, 
Chaoyang District, 朝阳区将台路2号. (5927 7000 / 
5927 7120  Emergency Hotline);United Family CBD 
Clinic和睦家朝外诊所 Mon-Sat, 9.30am-6.30pm, 
Suite 3017, Building AB, Vantone Center, 6 Chaowai 
Street, Chaoyang, 朝阳区朝阳门外大街6号万通中
心AB座2层3017室(5907 1266); Jianguomen Health 
and Wellness Center和睦家建国门保健中心, Wi-fi 
internet, Mon-Sun 8:30am-5pm, 21 Jianguomen 
Dajie, B1, The St. Regis Residence, St. Regis Hotel
朝阳区建国门外大街21号北京国际俱乐部饭店 ( 8532 
1221 / 8532 1678 Immigration Clinic ); Shunyi 
Clinic和睦家顺义诊所, Wi-fi internet, Mon-Fri, 
9.30am-5.30pm, Sat and Sun, 9.30am-4.30pm.
Pinnacle Plaza, Unit 806, Tian Zhu Real Estate 
Development Zone, Shunyi District, 顺义区天竺开发
区荣祥广场806号(8046 5432); Shunyi Dental Clinic
顺义牙科诊所, Wi-fi internet, Mon-Sat, 9.30am-
7.30pm, Pinnacle Plaza, Unit 818, Tian Zhu Real 
Estate Development Zone, Shunyi 顺义区天竺开发
区荣祥广场818号 (8046 1102) ; Liangma Clinic亮
马诊所 , Wi-fi internet, Mon-Fri, 8.30am-5pm, 2nd 
Floor Grand Summit, 19 Dongfang East Road朝阳
区东方东路19号1号楼会所27号 外交人员公寓B区官
舍16号 (5927 7005  www.ufh.com.cn, patientser-
vices@ufh.com.cn)

Raffles Medical
International SOS and Raffles Medical 
Group have formed a joint venture to 
enhance and expand the services of 
its China Clinics. From March 30 the 
International SOS clinics in China will be 
branded and operated by Raffles Medical 
with expanded services to all patients and 
privileged access for International SOS 
members. Patients of the clinic will con-
tinue to have access to the same doctors, 
the same facilities and same level of high 
quality care.

Raffles Medical Group is a leading 
medical provider in Singapore and has 
been operating for 40 years with over 
100 clinics and hospitals in Asia. The joint 
venture is committed to maintain the high 
standard of quality with a focus on innova-
tive and expanded clinical services and 
excellent patient care.
> Suite 105, Wing 1, Kunsha Building, No.16 
Xinyuanli, Chaoyang 朝阳区新源里16号琨莎中心1
座105室(6462 9112/ 6462 9100, www.internation-
alsos.com)

OASIS International Hospital
OASIS International Hospital specializes in  
serving the expatriate community with the 
latest world-class technology and a broad 
range of services, all in a pristine facility 
designed to provide patients with the 
utmost comfort, care and privacy. 
> Mon-Fri, 8.30am-5.30pm; Sat-Sun, 8.30am-
12.30pm; 24 Hour Emergency Bldg C1, 9 
Jiuxianqiao Beilu Chaoyang 朝阳区酒仙桥北路9号C1
栋 (400 876 2747, 5985 0333, www.oasishealth.cn)

Beijing HarMoniCare Women and Chil-
dren’s Hospital 北京和美妇儿医院
> Wi-Fi available. Chaoyang: 2 Xiaoguan Beili, 
Beiyuan Lu 北苑路小关北里甲2号 (6499 0000. con-
tact@hmcare.org, en.hmcare.net)

Hongkong International Medical Clinic, 
Beijing 北京港澳国际医务诊所
> Dongsishitiao: 9/F, Office Tower, Hongkong 
Macau Center-Swiss Hotel, 2 Chaoyangmen Bei 
Dajie 朝阳门北大街2号 港澳中心瑞士酒店办公楼9层 
(6553 9752, 6553 2288/2345/6/7; service@hkclinic.
com; www.hkclinic.com)

DENTAL                                 
Pu Jing Dental Clinic 浦京口腔门诊
Pu Jing dental clinic is located on the second 
floor of Nuo office building in Lidu business 
district of Beijing.PJ dental has become one 
of the most trusted dental care providers 
for the embassies, international schools and 
foreign companies.PJ Dental has cooperated 
with many insurance companies to provide 
directly billing service.

We are committed to helping you 
achieve and maintain optimal oral health. 
>Rm.201,204,2nd Floor,Office Building of Nuo 
Hotel,No.2A,Jiangtai Rd.Chaoyang District,Beijing
北京市朝阳区将台路2号 诺金酒店写字楼2层201 204
室 64371326/64371286,24hr hotline 4000 650 898 
www.pjdental.cn 

Arrail Dental 
Affiliated with the University of Pennsyl-
vania, Arrail Dental has access to top-class 
equipment. Its well-trained staff, multiple 
locations across town and excellent facilities 
make it one of the best dental providers 
in Beijing. English-speaking staff. Dental 
services including examinations, whitening, 
root-canal treatment, orthodontics and 
implants. 
>Rm 201, the Exchange-Beijing, 118B Jianguo Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区建国路乙118号国贸桥东南角京
汇大厦201室 (6567 5670); Rm 208, Tower A, CITIC 
Building, 19 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 朝阳区
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建国门外大街19号国际大厦A座208室 (6500 6473); Rm 
308, Tower A, Raycom Info Tech Park 2 Kexueyuan 
Nanlu, Haidian 海淀区中关村科学院南路2号融科资讯
中心A座308室 (8286 1956); Rm 101, Bldg 16, China 
Central Place, 89 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区建国
路89号华贸中心公寓16号楼101室 (8588 8550/60/70); 
1/F, Somerset Fortune Garden, 46 Liangmaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区亮马桥路46号燕莎东侧盛捷福景苑
1层 (8440 1926)

Beijing Passion International Medical 
Center
This full-service international clinic 
provides 24-hr general medical care and a 
patient-centered attitude. Beijing Passion 
International Medical Center is equipped 
with the latest in medical technology and is 
designed to support the comfort, safety and 
privacy of patients.
> 24hours, B1/F, Borui Building, 26 Dongsanhuan 
Beilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区东三环北路26号博瑞大厦B1层 
(6517 7667, www.passion-medical.com) 

Joinway Dental
A reputable and trusted dental practice, 
Joinway Dental provides the perfect combi-
nation of cutting edge technology and com-
fortable treatment, while maintaining the 
strictest sanitary and sterilization processes. 
The clinic uses high-quality imported ma-
terials, and its professional, US-trained staff 
offers a personalized and private service.
> Mon-Sat, 9am-6pm; 11D, Building D, Oriental 
Kenzo Plaza (Ginza Mall), 48 Dongzhimen Wai Dajie, 
Dongcheng 东城区东直门外大街48号东方银座D座
11D (8447 6092/93, mobile:1326 181 6708, joinway@
dentalcn.com, www.dentalcn.com)

PrettySmile Dental
If you are looking for professional and 
comfortable dental care, PrettySmile Dental 
ishighly recommended by many patients. 
The clinic is standing out because of the 
professional team, all doctors are from the 
dental hospital of Peking University and 
most of them got professional training in 
USA. The strictest sterilization processes and 
high-end imported equipment and materi-
als all help guarantee the highest quality of 
all dental services. 
>Mon-Fri, 9.30am-6pm (closed Thu); 5-105,1F, Bldg 5, 
Sanlitun SOHO Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯SOHO 5号商
场1层5-105 (5785 3689/5785 3898, www.prettysmile-
dental.cn, psd3898@163.com)

United Family Shunyi Dental Clinic 
The Beijing United Family Dental Clinic in 
Shunyi is a satellite of the main hospital 
in Lido (which has its own dental clinic 
onsite). A comprehensive range of services 
are at hand, including restorative dentistry 
and cosmetic dentistry. Call ahead for all 
appointments.
> 818 Pinnacle Plaza, Tianzhu Real Estate 
Development Zone, Shunyi 北京和睦家医院牙科诊所, 
顺义区天竺开发区荣祥广场818 (8046 1102)

Parkway Health Clinic
> Mon-Sat, 10am-7pm; CBD, 1-2/F, Vantone Center, 6 
Chaowai Street 朝阳门外大街甲六号万通中心AB座一
二层 (4000 662 -882, 24hrs; enquiry@parkwayhealth.
cn; www.parkwayhealth.cn); No.101-201, Beijing link, 
block2, No.6 Yuan, Jing Shun Dong Street, Chaoyang 
朝阳区京顺东街6号院2号楼北京Link101-201室

SDM Dental 固瑞齿科
The full spectrum of dentistry. Services in-
clude teeth cleaning, root-canal treatment, 
porcelain crowns, dental implants, ortho-
dontics, cosmetic dentistry, fillings, pediatric 
dentistry, extraction, teeth-whitening and 
veneers. Credit cards accepted. 
>Mon-Fri 9am-8pm. NB210, B2/F, CBD, Guomao, 
China World Shopping Mall, 1 Jianguomenwai Dajie
建外大街1号国贸商城地下2层 (6505 9439/31/93, 
www.sdmdental.com); Mon-Fri 9am-8pm.Olympic 
Area,F-0186B, Sunshine Plaza, 68 Anli Lu(east of 
Sunshine Plaza)亚运村安立路68号阳光广场东侧  
(6497 2173,6498 2173) ; Mon-Sun 10am-19pm.
LB07-08, Euro Plaza, No.99 YuXiang Road,Shunyi 北
京顺义区天竺镇裕翔路99号欧陆广场LB07-08号 (8046 
6084); Mon-Fri 9am-8pm. FC222, 21st Century Hotel, 
40 Liang Maqiao Lu,Sanyuanqiao 亮马桥40号21世纪
饭店2层 (6466 4814, 6461 2745); Mon-Fri 9am-8pm. 
4076B, 4/F, New Yansha Mall, Yuanda Lu,Haidian 远
大路金源燕莎购物中心Mall4层4076B (8859 6912/13); 
Mon-Sun, 10am-7pm, Rm 5, 3/F, North Tower, China 
Overseas Plaza, 8 Guanghua Dongli 北京朝阳区光华
东里8号中海广场北楼3层05号(5977 2488)

Vista Medical Center 维世达诊所
> 24hours. Wi-Fi internet. 3/F Kerry Center. 1 
Guanghua Lu 光华路1号嘉里中心商场3层 (8529 6618, 
vista@vista-china.net, www.vista-china.net)

Beijing New Century Harmony Pediatric 
Clinic
> Shunyi, K-01, Building No.19, Harmony Business 
Centre, Liyuan Street, Tianzhu Town 天竺镇丽苑街荣
和商业中心19号楼K-01 (6456 2599; harmonypeds@
ncich.com.cn, www.ncich.com.cn)

IDC Dental 
>Daily: 9am-6pm, Room 209, Bldg 7, Richmond Park 
Clubhouse, Fangyuan Nanli, Chaoyang 朝阳区芳园
南里丽都水岸会所209 (6538 8111, info@idcdentalbj.
com)

EDUCATION
Mandarin Schools

The Frontiers School
Join the friendly and professional team at 
Frontiers, who’ve been teaching Mandarin 
for 11 years.
> 3/F, Bldg 30, Dongzhongjie, Dongzhimenwai, 
Dongcheng 东城区东直门外东中街30号三层 (6413 
1547, www.frontiers.com.cn, frontiers@frontiers.
com.cn)

Beijing Mandarin School
Established in 1998, Beijing Mandarin 
school is the city’s top institute for teaching 
spoken and written Mandarin as a second 
language, more than 5,000 students 
from over 66 countries and more than 80 
companies and embassies have successfully 
learned with us each year. Also recognized 
and recommended by BBC News as one of 
the most professional Chinese language 
school. Also awarded as the ‘the best Man-
darin school in Beijing’ by That’s Beijing 
magazine.
>E-Tower School(Guomao Area): Room 904-905, 
9/F E-tower building 数码01大厦904-905 (6508 
1026/1126); Guangming Hotel School (embassy 
area): Room 0709, 7/F, Guangming Hotel (near US 
embassy) 光明饭店7层0709室美国大使馆附近 (8441 
8391, info@beijingmandarinschool.com, www.
beijingmandarinschool.com, Skype ID: beijing-
Mandarinschool1998, Wechat: BJMS-Etower)

Gloria Chinese School
Focusing on teaching Chinese, making 
sure your improvements, organizing task-
based. practical activities and providing 
180-day student visa.
>R202 East Building, No.78 Maizidian Street, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区麦子店街78号一幢二层202室(6500 
8201. WeChat:1381 186 4656,www.gloriachinese.com)

Hutong School 
Learn Mandarin with Beijing’s best 
Mandarin school, Hutong School. Our expe-
rienced teachers will customize your classes 
and help you learn in a fun environment.
>Room 1501, 15/F, Zhongyu Plaza, A6 Gongti Beilu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区工体北路甲6号中宇大厦1501室

The Bridge School  北京桥汉语言学校
>The Bridge School Head office, Room 503, 5/F, 
Guangming Hotel, 42 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 朝
阳区亮马桥路42号光明饭店5层503室(186 1244 1282 
Grettchin)

Beijing Juncheng Language School            
北京君诚语言学校
> Room 208, 1 Panjiapo Hutong, Chaoyangmenwai, 
Dongcheng District 东城区朝阳门外潘家坡胡同1
号东城区职工大学208办室 (6525 9932/6526 7539) 
;  15 Gucheng Village, Huosha Lu, Houshayu Town, 
Shunyi District 顺义区后沙峪镇火沙路古城段15号 
(8049 0307) 

International Schools
Canadian International School of Beijing     
北京加拿大国际学校
Located in the Third Embassy Quarter of 
downtown Beijing, the Canadian Interna-
tional School of Beijing (CISB) opened its 
doors in September 2006. This world-class 
facility offers an internationally recognized 
Canadian & IB PYP, IB MYP and IBDP educa-
tion. The Canadian International School 
of Beijing develops the whole child in an 
environmentally sensitive school within a 
kind, caring community to become a citizen 
of the world.
> 38 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang  朝阳区亮马桥路38
号 (6465 7788,www.cisb.com.cn)

Springboard International Bilingual 
School 君诚国际双语学校
Springboard International Bilingual School 
is a place where children, staff and parents 
work in partnership to enable all their 
students to realize their full potential. They 
are offering a stimulating and full inter-
national curriculum as well as an exciting 
after school program, which will include 
Kung Fu, calligraphy, health and fitness and 
football.
> 15 Gucheng Duan, Huosha Lu, Houshayu Town, 
Shunyi 顺义区后沙峪镇火沙路古城段15号 (8049 
2450; www.sibs.com.cn, office@sibs.com.cn)

The British School of Beijing 北京英国学校
The British School of Beijing, established in 
2003, has campuses in Shunyi (primary & 
secondary) and Sanlitun (primary). BSB of-
fers an enhanced English National Curricu-
lum to 1,500 expatriate students, aged 1 to 
18, beginning with Early Years Foundation 
Stage, Primary, Secondary, IGCSE exams in 
Year 10 and 11 and the International Bac-
calaureate (IB) Diploma programme in Year 
12 and 13. Admission & Fees: RMB102,993-
246,057. Contact our Admissions team to 

arrange a school tour.
> Mon-Fri, 8am-4.30pm, South Side, 9 Anhua Jie, 
Shunyi 顺义区安华街9号南侧 (8047 3558,  www.brit-
ishschool.org.cn, admissions@britishschool.org.cn)

Western Academy of Beijing                          
京西国际学校 
The Western Academy of Beijing (WAB) is 
a creative and innovative IB World School 
built upon a solid foundation of core 
values and our mission to Connect, Inspire, 
Challenge; Make a Difference. Our students 
exemplify these values through their aware-
ness of the world around them, service to 
others, can-do spirit and commitment to 
excellence. WAB graduates are accepted 
into world-class colleges and universities 
across the globe.
> 10 Lai Guang Ying Dong Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区来广
营东路10号(5986 5588) 

Beijing City International School                   
北京乐成国际学校
Located in Beijing’s Central Business 
District, Beijing City International School 
(BCIS) lives by its motto: “Empowering 
and Inspiring through Challenge and 
Compassion.” This non-profit, independent 
co-educational day school offers an inter-
national curriculum under the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) World School system and 
is authorized to teach all three IB programs 
(Primary Years, Middle Years, and Diploma 
Programme).
> 77 Baiziwan Nan’er Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区百子湾南
二路77号 (8771 7171, www.bcis.cn) 

Beijing BISS International School                  
北京BISS国际学校
> Building 17, Area 4, Anzhen Xili Chaoyang 朝阳区
安贞西里4区17楼 (6443 3151 www.biss.com.cn) 

3e International 北京3e国际学校
Since its founding in August 2005, 3e has 
grown into one of the leading bilingual in-
ternational schools in Beijing with students 
from Nursery through Grade 6. Tuition: 
RMB 162,800-185,500/year.
>Kindergarten Campus: 9-1 Jiangtai Xilu, Lido, 
Chaoyang District 朝阳区将台西路9-1号; Elementary 
Campus: 3 Xinjin Lu, Chaoyang District 朝阳区新锦路
3号 (6437 3344 ext. 100, admissions@3einternationa
lschool.org, www.3einternationalschool.org)

The International Montessori School of 
Beijing 北京蒙台梭利国际学校
Founded in 1990, MSB is Beijing’s first fully 
registered international Montessori school. 
The school also boasts an unsurpassed dual 
Mandarin/English program geared towards 
helping students achieve fluency in either 
language from an early age. Curriculum 
aside, MSB boasts spacious classrooms, a 
high teacher-student ratio and impres-
sive staff longevity. Tuition: RMB98,000 
- RMB177,000/year.
> Bldg 8, 2A, Xiangjiang Beilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区香
江北路甲2号院8号楼 (6432 8228 ext. 800, www.msb.
edu.cn,  admissions@msb.edu.cn)

Beijing World Youth Academy
北京世青国际学校
Beijing World Youth Academy (BWYA) is an 
international school for students of all na-
tionalities ages 6 to 18, offering programs 
on its campuses conveniently located in 
Wangjing and Lido. An IB World School 
since 2001, BWYA values holistic education 
and seeks to give students ample oppor-
tunity to develop as globally-aware critical 
thinkers. A wide varity of co-curricular 
activities are offered to further enrich 
student life. Graduates of BWYA have been 
accepted at prestigious universities around 
the world. Age range: 6-18. Tuition: RMB 
100,000- 140,000/year.
> Mon-Fri, 8am-4.30pm. 18 Huajiadi Beili, Wangjing, 
Chaoyang (Inside 94 Middle school) 朝阳区望京花
家地北里18号(6461 7787 ext.32, 8454 3478/0649, 
admissions@ibwya.net, www.ibwya.net)

Yew Chung International School                   
耀中国际学校 
Located in downtown Honglingjin Park since 
1995, Yew Chung International School of Bei-
jing (YCIS Beijing) offers a truly international 
curriculum for children of foreign nationals 
in China. The school follows the National 
Curriculum for England but also integrates an 
extensive Chinese language and culture pro-
gram, allowing foreign nationals to get the 
best out of their time in China. YCIS Beijing is 
one of only five schools in China accredited 
by three separate accreditation organiza-
tions and has a 100 percent pass rate within 
the IGCSE and IB programs. In addition, YCIS 
Beijing is the only international school in 
China to receive the Cambridge Award for 
Excellence in Education from the University 
of Cambridge International Examinations.  
> Honglingjin Park, 5 Houbalizhuang, Chaoyang  
朝阳区后八里庄5号红领巾公园 (8583 3731,www.
ycis-bj.com)

La Maison Montessori de Pekin 
北京中法双语蒙氏儿童之家
The first bilingual French-Chinese Montes-
sori kindergarten in Beijing, it welcomes 
children between ages 2 to 6 years old. 
The kindergarten is located in a beautiful 
courtyard in the hutongs. Schedule: Mon-
day to Friday: 8:30am to 3:30pm. After class 
activities also offered.
> 50 Dongsi Shisitiao, Dongcheng 东城区东四十四条
50号 (131 2025 0341/ 8401 3974; lamaisonmontes-
soripk@gmail.com; www.lamaisonmontessoridepk.
com)

Harrow International School Beijing             
北京哈罗英国学校 www.harrowbeijing.cn
Harrow International School Beijing prides 
itself on its high academic standards, a 
close-knit school community, a rich extra-
curricular activity program and the quality 
of its pastoral care provision. Leadership 
skills are promoted school-wide, with a 
range of enrichment activities to help 
students develop teamwork and creative 
thinking skills, as well as independence and 
responsibility. Students graduating from 
Harrow Beijing have won places at a range 
of universities across the world including 
Princeton, Yale, Oxford and Cambridge.
> Address: 287, Hegezhuang, Cuigezhuang County, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区崔各庄乡何各庄村 287 号 (8610 
6444 8900 Ext. 6900 Fax: 10 6445 3870 ,enquiries@
harrowbeijing.cn)

Kindergartens
EtonKids International Kindergarten            
伊顿国际幼儿园
> LidoRoom C103 Lido Country Club, Lido 
Place Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang  朝阳区将台路丽
都广场 (6436 7368 www.etonkids.com) ;3/F, 
Block D Global Trade Mansion Guanghua Lu, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区光华路世贸国际公寓D座3层 
( 6506 4805) ; Southwest corner of Beichen 
Xilu and Kehui Lu, Chaoyang District 朝阳区
北辰西路与科荟路交汇处西南角(8437 1006); 
Kehui Lu, Chaoyang, Beijing 朝阳区科荟路大
屯里社区(8480 5538) ;Bldg 19, Central Park, 
6 Chaowai Dajie Chaoyang 朝阳区朝外大街6
号新城国际19号楼 (6533 6995); Palm Springs 
International Apartments  8 Chaoyang Park 
Nanlu  Chaoyang 朝阳区朝阳公园南路8号棕榈
泉国际公寓  (6539 8967);  Bldg 21, Guangqu 
Jiayuan, Guangqumen- wai, Dongcheng东城区
广渠门外广渠家园21号楼  (6749 5008); Baoxing 
International Phase 2, Wangjing Chaoyang朝阳
区望京宝星园国际社区2期 (8478 0578); Block 1, 
Arcadia Villas, Houshayu Shunyi 顺义区后沙峪罗
马环岛北侧天北路阿凯笛亚庄园1座(8047 2983); 
20A Xidawang Lu, Chaoyang District 朝阳区西大
望路甲20号首府社区内 (5870 6779) 

Beanstalk International Bilingual School     
青苗国际双语学校
> Kindergarten: 1/F, Tower B, 40 Liangmaqiao 
Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区亮马桥路40号B座一层 
(6466 9255); Primary School: Block 2, Upper 
East Side, 6 Dongsihuan Beilu, Chaoyang 朝阳区
东四环北路6号阳光上东二区 (5130 7951);Middle 
& High School : 38 Nan Shiliju, Chaoyang朝阳区
南十里居38号 (8456 6019)

House of Knowledge  好思之家学校及幼儿园
In their Elementary school and two kinder-
gartens House of Knowledge features a 
project-based approach to learning. Guided 
by the Reggio Emilia philosophy, Early Years 
learners follow the International Early Years 
Curriculum (IEYC) and Elementary student 
follow the International Primary Curriculum 
(IPC). Both curricula apply best practices in 
21st century education and offer a truly in-
ternational learning experience for children 
from age 18 months to 11 years.
> Chaoyang Park Campus: Victoria Gardens, 15 
Chaoyang Gongyuan Xilu, Chaoyang  
朝阳公园校区：朝阳区朝阳公园南区15号维
多利亚花园公寓 Shunyi Campus: North gate 
of Quanfa compound, 18 Maquanying Lu, 
Chaoyang  顺义校区：朝阳区马泉营路18号泉
发花园北门 (admissions@hokschools.com, 400 
650 7747, www.hokschools.com)

Bookstores 
Page One
The go-to shop for new releases and 
special requests. With sister venues in 
Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore, and 
two locations in Beijing, its network al-
lows for fresh authors whilst upholding an 
extensive collection of titles. 
> Daily 10am-9pm. Shop 3B 201, Zone 3 China 
World Mall, No.1 Jian Guo Men Wai Avenue, 
Chaoyang 朝阳区国贸商城三期地下二层3B201 (8535 
1055, www.pageonegroup.com); Page One Indigo. 
Shop LG50, INDIGO, 18 Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang  
朝阳区酒仙桥路18号颐堤港商业中心B1楼50号(8426 
0408, www.pageonegroup.com)



ACCOMMODATION 
Ascott Beijing
>No.108B Jianguo Road,Chaoyang 
District,Beijing 北京市朝阳区建国路乙108号
(6587 0888) 

Ascott Raffles City Beijing
Located in Dongzhimen, one of the most 
vibrant areas, Ascott Raffles City is near the 
second embassy district, which is rich in 
cultural heritage and is only a 15 minute 
drive to The Forbidden City.
Other nearby leisure attractions include 
Food Street (Gui Jie) and Sanlitun nightlife 
district.
> No.1-2 Dongzhimen South Street 
Dongcheng District Tel: 8405 3888

Ascott Raffles City Chengdu
> No. 3, Section 4, South Renmin Road, 
Wuhou District, Chengdu 610041, China 
Post code: 610041,Telephone:(86-28) 6268 
2888 ,Facsimile:(86-28) 6268 2889 ,GDS 
Code: AZ, Reservations Telephone:400 820 
1028 (China toll-free) ;(86-512) 6763 1021
Email:enquiry.china@the-ascott.com 

Ascott Riverside Garden Beijing
With a stunning east-meets-west 
architecture, the residence provides 
spacious studios, 
stylish one-bedroom apartments as well 
as unique two-bedroom penthouses and 
luxurious three-bedroom premiers. 
The lifestyle amenities and unparalleled 
recreational facilities offer the residents 
various options for relaxation and 
entertainment
> No.33A Zhou Zhuang Jiayuan Dongli, 
Chaoyang District, Beijing
Telephone Number: (86-10) 8783 1666
Website: www.ascottchina.com
Email:enquiry.beijing@the-ascott.com 

Beijing Kerry Residence
Whether you’re a single business executive 
or a busy family, Beijing Kerry’s fully-
furnished 1, 2 and 3-bedroom   apartments 
will feel just like home. As well as 
enjoying all the comforts of modern living 
– including a well-equipped kitchen, 
entertainment systems, high-speed 
broadband and much more – residents are 
just moments away from the Kerry Centre’s 
shopping mall and sports facilities. The rest 
of the CBD is on your doorstep too.
>1 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 朝阳区光华路1
号
 (8535 6888, www.beijingkerryresidence.
com)

Lee Garden Service Apartments
A newly renovated high-end premier living 
residence in a central location next to the 
shopping and cultural sites of Beijing’s 
Wangfujing, suites range from studios to 
4-bedroom apartments (60-610sqm in size) 
and are tastefully furnished with specially 
selected materials.
> 18 Jinyu Hutong, Wangfujing, Dongcheng 
(100m East of Sun Dong An Plaza) 东城区
王府井金鱼胡同18号 (新东安东侧100米); 
24hr front desk: 6525 8855, Fax: 6525 8080, 
general.manager@lgapartment.com, www.
lgapartment.com)

FraserSuite CBD Beijing
The ultimate luxury in apartment living, 
Fraser Suites CBD Beijing epitomizes style 
and comfort, that surpasses the service 
level of many Beijing hotels. The 357 
Gold-Standard Beijing apartment features 
contemporary concepts designed for luxury 
living.
> 12 Jintong Xilu Chaoyang District Beijing
Tel: 5908 6000

GTC RESIDENCE BEIJING
One of the top residences in Beijing, GTC 
Residence is located beside the third ring 
road with 5 minutes’ walk to subway line 
5 , 10 minutes’ drive to Hou Hai . It is 
also within easily reach of CBD, embassy 
area, Financial Street and other urban 

commercial,shopping and recreation areas. 
Fully equipped apartments with impeccable 
quality offer you a cozy living system and 
will meet all of your requirements for room 
decoration, furniture, electric appliances 
etc..

Unique sky garden with golf practice 
field and barbecue area is another symbol 
of GTC Residence. 
> sales@gtcresidence.com, website: www.
gtcresidence.com Tel:56756666

Beijing Lianbao

> Unite 1C, Building 7, Xingfu Yicun Xili, 
Chaoyang District 朝阳区幸福一村西里
7号楼1C (6415 8001, 138 1093 6118, 
hanxingyue1127@126.com)

Lusongyuan Hotel
A traditional compound of quadrangle 
composing of 5 courtyards which lies in 
the "hutong" area of Beijing. The hotel 
building is famous for its imperial living 
taste of the Qing Dynasty with a history of 
nearly 170 years. The original owner of this 
large private house was the Grand General 
SenggeRinchen, who lived here while he 
carried out top official duties, such as 
defense minister.
> Tel: (86 10) 6404 0436, Fax: (86 10) 6403 
0418 , Address:No.22 Banchang Lane , 
Kuanjie, Dongcheng District 东城区宽街板
厂胡同22号 www.the-silk-road.com, E-mail: 
webmaster@the-silk-road.com

Marriott Executive Apartments
Ideally located in the center of Wangfujing 
area where the prestigious business, 
commercial, entertainment, and shopping 
center of Beijing. The Imperial Mansion, 
Beijing – Marriott Executive Apartments 
reflects an exceptional level of luxury.
> Gate, No. 1 Xiagongfu Street, Dongcheng 
District Tel: 6564 9999

The Millennium Residences of the Beijing 
Fortune Plaza
The Millennium Residences of the Beijing 
Fortune Plaza is located in the heart of 
the Beijing CBD which bears the most 
momentously potential of development 
and value elevation. While 25 minutes away 
from the Beijing International Airport, the 
Millennium Residences is walking distance 
from nearly all Embassies. 
> 7 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu Chaoyang 
District. Tel: 8588 2888

Oak Chateau Beijing
Oak Chateau Beijing has 236 stylish and 

contemporary fully serviced apartments 
from studio, one-bedroom, two-bedroom, 
three-bedroom and four bedroom suites 
available, measuring 64 to 260 square 
meters. There is a 24-hours guest reception, 
and housekeeping is offered twice a week.

Nestled within the landscaped gardens 
of the Ocean Express commercial and 
residential complex, Oak Chateau Beijing 
is very close to the third Embassy Area 
and shopping and dinning services at the 
Beijing Lufthansa Center. There are only 19 
kilometers to the Beijing Capital Airport.
>北京市朝阳区东三环霞光里66号远洋新干线
D座 邮编 100027
Block D, Ocean Express, 66 Xiaguang Li, 
Third East Ring Road, Chaoyang District, 
Beijing 100027, P.R.C
Tel: (86-10) 84465888 Fax: (86-10) 84465999
Email oak.chateau@oakchateau.com
Website: www.oakchateau.com

Oakwood Residence Beijing
Oakwood Residence Beijing offers 406 
fully equipped luxury apartments ranging 
from studios to four bedroom penthouse 
and terrace apartments, all exquisitely 
furnished in elegant and stylish decor. Each 
apartment is fitted with a state-of-the-art 
air purification and air conditioning system 
which ensures 99.9% pure, triple filtered air, 
so you can trust in Oakwood and breathe 
easy.
> No. 8 Dongzhimenwai Xiejie, Chaoyang 
District, Beijing 100027, China
reschaoyang@oakwoodasia.com
Website: www.oakwoodasia.com/resbeijing
Tel: 5995 2888 Fax: 5995 2999

Oakwood Residence Damei Beijing 
The only serviced apartment in the city that 
has its own in-house supply of natural hot 
spring water supply. Expansive city views 
are available from floor to ceiling windows 
with the apartments situated from level 23 
to 35 in the building complex. 
The 171 stylish contemporary serviced 
residences range from studios to three-
bedroom apartments and offer an elegant 
range of amenities and facilities to ensure 
each resident’s stay is comfortable and well 
taken care of.
Building No.1 Damei Center, 7 Qingnian 
Road, Chaoyang District Beijing北京市朝阳
区青年路7号达美中心1号楼
Tel: 86-10 8585 2211 (8:30am-5:30pm)
      86-10 8585 2888 (5:30pm-8:30am)
Fax: (86-10) 8585 2666
website OakwoodAsia.com

THE WESTIN EXECUTIVE RESIDENCES 
The Westin Executive Residences at The 
Beijing Financial Street offer an array of 
world-class cuisine options and Westin’s 
signature amenities designed to elicit 
personal renewal. Just 40 minutes from the 
airport, the Westin Executive Residences 
provides direct access to Beijing’s business, 
entertainment and shopping district and 
close proximity to cultural landmarks such 
as The Forbidden City and Tiananmen 
Square. Each apartment is also fitted with 
contemporary furnishings, fully equipped 
kitchens, state-of-the-art appliances, home 
entertainment system and LCD flat screen 
televisions. 
> Email: reservation.beijing@westin.com 
Website: www.westin.com/beijingfinancial
Tel: 6606 8866

BUSINESS CENTER
Regus Serviced Office 雷格斯服务式办公室
•Flexible office leases from 1 day to 1 year
•Quick and easy to set up for 1-200 people
•Prices from RMB180 per month
•Find more on Regus.cn
•Tel:  400 120 1207

>> BEIJING (20 LOCATIONS) <<

Lei Shing Hong Plaza [New]
北京利星行广场
5/F, Tower C, Lei Shing Hong Plaza, No.8 
Wangjing Street, Chaoyang District

北京市朝阳区望京街8号利星行广场C座5层

Sun Dong An Plaza [New]
北京新东安广场
7/F, Office Tower 2, Sun Dong An Plaza, 
No.138 Wangfujing, Avenue, Dongcheng 
District 北京市东城区王府井大街138号新东
安广场写字楼2座7层

Zhongyu Mansion [New]
北京中宇大厦
6/F, Zhongyu Mansion, No.6 North Workers 
Stadium Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区工体北路甲6号中宇大厦6层

Diplomatic [New]
北京亮马桥外交办公大楼
17/F, Tower E, Liangmaqiao, Diplomatic 
Office Building, 3rd Embassy District, 
Chaoyang District 北京市朝阳区第三使馆区
亮马桥外交办公大楼E座17层

Kerry Centre - South Tower [New]
北京嘉里中心-南楼
10/F, South Tower, Kerry Centre, No.1 
Guanghua Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区光华路1号嘉里中心南楼10层

Landgent Building [Coming Soon]
北京乐成中心
5/F, Block A, Landgent Center, No.20 East 
Middle 3rd Ring Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区东三环中路20号乐成中心A座5层

China World Tower 3
北京国贸三期
15/F, China World Tower 3, No.1 
Jianguomenwai Street, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸中心3座
15层

China Central Place
北京华贸中心
9/F, Tower 2, China Central Place, No.79 
Jianguo Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区建国路79号华贸中心2号楼9层

Lufthansa Centre
北京燕莎中心
C203, Lufthansa Centre, No.50 Liangmaqiao 
Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区亮马桥路50号燕莎中心C203

Kerry Centre
北京嘉里中心
11/F, North Tower, Kerry Centre, No.1 
Guanghua Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区光华路1号嘉里中心北楼11层

Pacific Century Place
北京盈科中心
14/F, IBM Tower, No.2A North Workers 
Stadium Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区工体北路甲2号IBM大厦14层

Parkview Green
北京侨福芳草地中心
15/F, Office Building A Parkview, Green, 
No.9 Dongdaqiao Road, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区东大桥路8号芳草地办公楼A座
15层

China Life Tower
北京中国人寿大厦中心
5/F, China Life Tower, No.16 
Chaoyangmenwai Street, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区朝阳门外大街16号中国人寿大
厦5层

China Life – West
北京中国人寿大厦-西
West, 5/F, China Life Tower, No.16 
Chaoyangmenwai Street, Chaoyang District
北京市朝阳区朝阳门外大街16号中国人寿大
厦5层西区

IFC
北京财源国际中心
10/F, IFC East Tower, No.8 Jianguomenwai 
Street, Chaoyang District 北京市朝阳区建国
门外大街甲8号财源国际中心东座10层

Prosper Center
北京世纪财富中心
6/F, Tower 2, Prosper Center, No.5 Guang 
Hua Road, Chaoyang District 北京市朝阳区
光华路5号世纪财富中心2号楼6层
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Financial St. Excel Centre
北京金融街卓著中心
12/F, Financial Street Excel, Centre, No.6 
Wudinghou Street, Xicheng District 北京市
西城区武定侯街6号卓著国际金融中心12层

NCI Centre
北京新华保险大厦中心
15/F, NCI Tower, No.12A Jianguomenwai 
Street, Chaoyang District 北京市朝阳区建国
门外大街甲12号新华保险大厦15层

Taikang Financial Tower
北京泰康金融大厦
23/F, Taikang Financial Tower, No.38 East 
Third Ring Road, Chaoyang District 北京市
朝阳区东三环北路38号泰康金融大厦23层

Zhongguancun Metropolis Tower
北京中关村欧美汇大厦
7/F, Metropolis Tower, No.2 Dongsan Street, 
Zhongguancun Xi Zone, Haidian District 北京
市海淀区中关村西区东三街2号欧美汇大厦7层

Servcorp
Smart businesses understand that flexibility 
is the future of the workplace. They choose 
the world's finest Serviced Offices to grow 
their businesses, run critical projects and 
give their people flexibility.
Level 26 Fortune Financial Center, 5 
Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang 朝阳区
东三环中路5号财富金融中心26层 (Servcorp.
com.cn; tel: 5775 0310; fax: 5775 0350)

Need flexible and affordable ready work-
space to enhance your business or register 
a representative office for your temporary 
projects in Beijing? We have the perfect 
solution. Located within a Grade-A building 
in the popular Lufthansa Business Area, 
our work-spaces provide you, or your 
company, with the ideal business identity, 
and most importantly, come with the most 
competitive rates to minimize your cost and 
risks.
> Gateway Plaza, Tower A, Suite 16D , NE 
3rd Ring Road, Chaoyang 朝阳区东三环
北路霞光里18号佳程广场A座16D  T:010-
84400606  M:15910782518  Cynthia LU

CSO (Singapore) Beijing Business Center
We have 10 years experience in 
managing serviced offices in the Asia 
and Pacific region, and our headquarters 
is in Singapore. CSO Beijing is our first 
business center in China . We are mainly 
providing fully renovated and equipped 
offices to clients for immediate use, and 
all the serviced offices can be used as 
incorporation purpose, and we offer 
maximum flexibility and complete smart 
office system to help our clients save 
cost. We also provide virtual offices, 
meeting room and conference room, video 
conferencing, incorporation services and 
many other services.
Level 6, Sun Palace Building, Taiyanggong, 
Beijing Ms. Stephanie Yan, Mobile: 
18210080591, Email: sales.beijing@
corporateso.com, Website: www.csochina.
cn, Tel: 86 10 64697000

BEAUTY SERVICES
Black Golden Tanning Salon Sanlitun 
Branch Grand Opening
Black Golden Tanning Salon is the only five-
star China flagship store by Ergoline.  As 
the 2011 model of Ergoline Esprit 770’s, 
to bring a continuous tanning effect 25% 
above standard machines with unique 
aquacool and aroma functions, we provide 
customers with the safest and most 
comfortable tanning space. 
> Open time:11:00-21:00 Sanlitun SOHO 
Branch  2rd Floor Building 3, Sanlitun 
SOHO,Chaoyang District  Tel: 57853711; 
Wangjing Branch Add: Room T5 3rd Floor, 
BOTAI International Building, No. 36 North 
Guangshun Street, Wangjing, Chaoyang 
District, Website: www.bjtanning.com Tel: 
84722855

MegaSun Tanning Salon
As the only flagship store for this popular 
German tanning salon, megaSun Tanning 
will provide for each client the finest sun 
tanning experience.
Our center has prepared the newest 
functional 7900 alpha and pureEnergy 
chamber systems, combined with easyCare 
optical testers. At megaSun, enjoy our 
professional UV and tanning services.
> 8 Dongdaqiao Road, sShangdu SOHO 
North Tower, Rm. 2302
Chaoyang District, Beijing
Website: www.imegasun.com

e-mail: 1019771453@qq.com
Sina Weibo: @麦肤堂
Tel: 5900-2236/2238

LA BELLEZA
La Belleza means Beauty and Aesthetics in 
Spanish. Professional hair-designers from 
Hong Kong ,Korea and China gather here. 
LA BELLEZA is the hairdressing salon for 
you with its pleasant atmosphere, excellent 
service, and finest products.
New haircut! Good mood! Excellent life!
Add: F4 No.408, Jinbao Place .Jinbao Street 
No88,Dongcheng District, Beijing, china.
Website: www.labelleza.com.cn
Tel: 010 8522 1626

STORAGE
China Self Storage Co. Ltd
As a member of SSA and SSAUK, China Self 
Storage Co. Ltd. introduces an international 
industry standard to professionally 
developed Self Storage for private, family 
and business. Safe, clean, air-conditioned, 
24h access, flexible size. To learn more, visit 
www.selfstorageinchina.com. To make a 
reservation, contact 400-600-6378 info@
selfstorageinchina.com. 
Jin’an Building, Tianzhu Garden West Rd., 
Shunyi District, Beijing.

Koala Ministorage 
Koala Ministorage is the first professional 
self-storage provider in Beijing. To learn 
more, visit our website www.koalaministor-
age.com. To make a reservation, call us 
toll free at 400-017-8889, email us at 
questions@koalaministorage.com, or visit 
one of our stores.

FURNITURE 
Crossover
Crossover Center Flagship Store, is mainly 
marketing international super home 
furnishing brand products.
Our agent brands include Poltrona Frau, 
Cassina, Fritz Hansen, Moroso, Cappellini, 
Timothy Oulton, Tom Dixon etc, over 
20 international super home furnishing 
brands.
Our products are covered with all of fields 
in daily-life home furnishing, including 
furniture, furnishing, lighting, dinning, and 
office supplies etc.
Website: www.crossovercenter.com 
NO.81 North Road San-Li-Tun Bar St. Chao-
Yang District.Beijing.100027,P.R.C.
Tel: 5208 6112/6113 Fax: 8610-5208 6123

HOUSEKEEPING
JNY Home Service
JNY Home Service was established in 
2007, supplying foreign families with 
English speaking/non-English Speaking 
nannies(maids), either daily or live-in. 
As a part of our service,we make sure all 
references and ID cards are thoroughly 
checked to guarantee the safety and health 
of your family. 
Email : jieniyou@hotmail.com
Mobile: 13426362833(24h)

Beijing EX-PATS Service
Healty, reliable, experienced, English-
speaking housemaid/ nanny. Free agency 
and 24- hour English service. Medical 
and Accident insurrance covered. EXPATS 
Life Group also serves with Mandarin, car 
leasing, English-speaking driver, Chinese 
driving license, vehicle registration. 
service@expatslife.com 
Website: www.expatslife.com
Tel: 64381634 
Mobile: 13501237292 

MOVING AND SHIPPING
Rex Service Moving and Relocation
Is a dedicated and professional removals 
company based in China, Established in 
1995, which operates worldwide.
•Free of Charge Pre-Move Survey
•Professional Packing Material
•Professional Packing & Loading
•Special Crating
•Efficient Customs Clearance
•Shipment Forwarding
•Destination Delivery
•Unpacking and Set-up
•Transit Insurance for "All-Risks"
•Global Network in more than 200 
Countries

As a respected member of global 
organisations such as the International 
Association of Movers (IAM), Fédération 
Internationale des Déménageurs 
Internationaux (FIDI) and Japan 
International Movers Association (JIMA), we 
have sought and established relationships 
with over 2000 companies from around the 
world which gives us successfully logistics 
network worldwide.
Contact us:
Hotline: 400 8821 060
Tel: (86) 18222169211/ 15010058549
E-mail:  sales1@rexmovers.com; ew@
rexmovers.com
Website: www.rexrelo.com

YAMATO INTERNATIONAL LOGISTICS 
CO.,LTD

E-mail: t.miyazawa@y-logi.cn(Mr.
Miyazawa) 
yamatomoving-bjs@y-logi.cn   　 
TEL: 189-1172-8067(Mr.Miyazawa)
010-6468-9417 
ADRESS: 505,XINHENGJI MANSION, NO.5 
MAIZIDIAN WEST RD BEIJING, CHINA, 
100125 

REAL ESTATE AGENTS
JOANNA REAL ESTATE RELOCATION 
SERVICE
We are one of China’s leading real estate 
agencies boasting an extensive database 
of high-end properties for rent. We have 
helped thousands of expatriates find their 
homes as well as hundreds of companies 
re-locate their employees. Once we have 
found you your ideal home we will be on 
hand to deal with any post move issues 
and our dedicated after sales team will be 
contactable 7 days a week to help you with 
any queries you have throughout your stay 
in our country.
> For more information please contact 
us:Email: paulquin@joannarealestate.
com.cnWebsite: http:>beijing.
joannarealestate.com.cn/ (Tel: 84585667 
; 13501358971)

Silk Road Travel Management Ltd. 
Silk Road Travel is a pioneer in organizing 
Silk Road tours and other classic routes in 
China. Founded in 1997, we are specialized 
in tailor making travel packages that 
allow travellers to truly experience the 
local cultures and explore the amazing 
heritages. Whether you are a small group 
of 2-9 persons or a corporate group, our 
professional staff will tailor make the tour 
programme based on your needs.
Email: travel@the-silk-road.com
www.the-silk-road.com

TUI China
An affiliate of World of TUI, the world’s 
leading tourism group, TUI China was 
established in late 2003 as the first joint 

venture with foreign majority share in the 
Chinese tourism industry. Its headquarters 
are in Beijing whilst its operations reach 
deep into the far corners of China. World of 
TUI generated approx.50,000 predominantly 
western tourists to China yearly and 
provides M.I.C.E services for renowned 
companies worldwide.  
> Add: Bright China Chang An Building, 
Tower 2, Unit 921-926, 7 Jianguomen Nei 
Avenue (Fax: +86 (0)10 6517 1371; Email: 
sales@tui.cn; Website: www.tui.cn; Tel: 
8519 8800

Replus-Benchmark
“Replus-Benchmark” is one of the leading 
real estate agencies and relocation service 
provider for expatriates in Shanghai, 
Beijing, Guangzhou, Chengdu and 
Shenzhen.
•  Residential Home Search Service
•  Visa Application
•  Commercial Office Space Search Service
•  Buying and Selling Property Service
E-mail:  marketing@replus-benchmark.com
Website: www.replus-benchmark.com
> A-1509,Xiaoyun Center, No.15 of Xiaoyun 
Road, Chaoyang District Beijing 
Tel: 84467119  Fax: 84467577

CONSULTING SERVICE 
Harris Corporate Services Ltd

Beijing | Shanghai | Guangzhou | Hong 
Kong
Established since 1972
WFOE & Rep. Office Set Up
Accounting & Tax Compliance
Payroll, HR & Visa Solutions
Hong Kong & Offshore Company 
Registration
Hong Kong & China Bank Account Opening
Serving all your business needs for investing 
in China. Call us for a free consultation.

Tel: (86)10-6591 8087
Mobile: 186-019-43718
Email: info.bj@harrissec.com.cn
Beijing: Room 2302, E-Tower, No.12 
Guanghua Road, Chaoyang District, Beijing, 
PRC.北京市朝阳区光华路12号数码01大厦
2302室;Shanghai: Suite 904, OOCL Plaza, 
841 Yan An Zhong Road, Jing-An District, 
Shanghai, PRC.上海市静安区延安中路841号
东方海外大厦904室;Guangzhou: Room D-E, 
11/F., Yueyun Building, 3 Zhongshan 2nd 
Road, Guangzhou, PRC.广州市中山二路3号
(东山口)粤运大厦11楼D-E室;Hong Kong: 7/
F., Hong Kong Trade Centre, 161-167 Des
Voeux Road Central, Hong Kong.香港德辅道
中161-167号香港贸易中心7楼

MHI China LTD
凯特威（北京）咨询有限公司
Room 971, 9/F，Poly Plaza，No.14，
Dogzhimen Nan Dajie，Dongcheng 东城区
东直门南大街14号保利大厦写字楼9层971室
(6551  0663)

Beijing Office-TMF Group 
In order to enable clients benefit from 
the increasing globalization of the 
worlds economy, TMF Group offers 
a comprehensive range of corporate 
administrative outsourcing services in 67 
counties across the globe. With a genuine 
global network and qualified staff, TMF 
group provides an array of accounting, 
corporate secretarial and HR administrative 
outsourcing services.
> Colin.Zhang@TMF-group.com
Website: www.tmf-group.com
CCTV Tower and Kerry Centre
Suite 3107, Tower A Beijing Fortune Plaza,7 
Dongsanhuan Zhong Road, Chaoyang 
District
Tel: 65330533-860

OTHERS
LOVA WEDDINGS
Scandinavian wedding designer gowns 
with simple lines, sophisticated details, 
and ethereal fabrics of exceptional and 
exquisite quality. Whenever you need a 
wedding gown or an evening dress, LOVA 
WEDDINGS will help you to find a perfect 
gown for your event.

> Tel 010-65263200
Add 219A, 2nd floor, Jinbao Place, 88 
Jinbao Street, Dongcheng District 东城区
金宝街88好金宝汇购物中心2期2层219A

W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 9  |  7 3

CL ASSIFIEDS



tj
Tianjin reviews, 
events and information



W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 9  |  7 5

OSTERIA 
Italians (in Tianjin) Do It Better
b y  S i d  G u l i n c k

Osteria, which operates under the no-nonsense ban-
ner of “pizza – bar – music”, is the new brainchild 
of Enrico Berti, who’s inarguably an old hand in 
Tianjin’s F&B scene. Ever since his days of running 
a (now defunct) Italian delicatessen in the central 
area of Yingkoudao, the Bologna native has become 
synonymous with this part of town. Having first 
interviewed Enrico when he was still running Grill 
Brothers, an eclectic Xinjiang kebab dive with an 
Italian twist, it’s a pleasant surprise to see the ever 
gracious, slickly quaffed Italian coming back to his 
roots. He once admitted to being “an atypical Italian...
because funnily enough, growing up, I preferred 
‘Chinese food’ to pasta and pizza. I was big into 
lemon chicken and spring rolls.”

Although located aboveground in a heavily traf-
ficked part of the city, the place manages to pull off 
that familiar, cellar-like Italian tavern vibe, mean-
while adding a bit of Japanese izakaya-style to the 
mix with its inviting bar, which seats a handful of 
patrons and is flanked by a bartender who’s willing 
to cater to requests. In this quaint yet stylish decor, 
Italian staples are served alongside draft Asahi 
(RMB25), a conscious choice inspired by the owner’s 
love for Japanese dive bars, which incidentally draws 
in quite a few of the city’s Japanese expats. Those 
who’ve met Enrico, will certainly remember him. A 
former metal-head and quite the man about town, 
when he’s not busy adding his personal touch to his 
restaurant, he can be found after hours sampling 
Japanese skewers next door with his crew, or getting 
down to house and techno grooves in Tianjin’s late 
night hangouts.

Although Enrico is more aware than anyone that 
“finding good kitchen staff is by far the hardest thing 
to do as a restaurateur in China,” he seems to have 
done just that. The newly updated, well-balanced 
menu features a decent selection of starters, salads, 
pizzas and mains, of which the Involtini di Bresaola 
(cured beef rolls, RMB58), Spaghetti Aglio Olio 
Pepperoncino (RMB 58) and Gamberoni Alla Griglia 
(RMB 98) are only a few of the authentic standouts. 

As for the pizzas, whichever wood-oven baked pie 
you decide to get, we strongly recommend topping it 
with a side of ultra-fresh burrata cheese (mozzarella 
and cream), which comes oozing onto the pie and is 
limited to a handful of servings each day. 

Wash all these tasty treats down with any choice 
of the sizeable selection of liquors or cocktails 
(finally a place in Tianjin that does Aperol Spritz, 
at RMB40), not to mention Italian spirits that will 
cleanse your palate like the loving touch of an Italian 
grandmother. We guarantee you’ll want to stay here 
until closing time, and maybe even come back for 
lunch the next day.

Due to limited capacity, the place gets packed early 
on in the evening, so be sure to make reservations or 
take your place in the queue with a cold draft beer or 
glass of Italian house wine in hand.

Daily, 11.30am-2pm, 6-10pm; 86 Chifeng Dao, 和平区赤峰
道86号
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NEW YORK’S TOP CONSERVATORY 
JUILLIARD SCHOOL PREPARES TO 
OPEN IN TIANJIN 
b y  E l e a n o r  L o p e z

Back in 2016, we already debunked the myth 
that China’s answer to Manhattan, Tianjin’s 
Binhai District, was nothing but a ghost city. 
Now, after getting a signature skyscraper (the 
Chow Tai Fook Binhai Center), Instagrammers’ 
favorite library and an auditorium, Binhai is 
preparing to house the first overseas campus 
of New York’s Juilliard College, one of the 
world’s most respected conservatories.

Tianjin Juilliard School (TJS), a collaboration 
between the prestigious Juilliard College of 
New York (founded in 1905) and the Tianjin 
Conservatory of Music, recently announced on 
their website that it is now accepting online 
applications for their Pre-College program, as 
it prepares to welcome its first batch of bud-
ding performers in the fall of 2019. 

Located in the Yujiapu Pilot Free Trade 
Zone, TJS plans to and cater to aspiring musi-
cians from all over the country, taking advan-
tage of the growing popularity of Western 
Classical Music in China, that produced 80 
percent of the world’s pianos in 2013 and 
has become the largest market for renowned 
brands like Steinway and Sons, as reported by 
the State Council of the People’s Republic of 
China. In fact, the New York City institution bet 

on Tianjin as soon as 2012, when the initial 
plan to open a new campus in China was first 
laid out. In 2015, the Lincoln Center campus 
of the Juilliard School also received the honor 
of a visit from China’s first lady Peng Liyuan 
in 2015, when a symbolic inauguration of the 
Tianjin campus also took place.

Now close to completion, the new campus is 
expected to be a state-of-the-art facility with a 
bold design. Including a concert hall, a recital 
hall, a black box theater and a library sur-
rounding the central hall, it will feature a large 
rooftop garden with views of the Hai river.

Through the school’s official WeChat ac-
count, the Honorary Dean and Chief China 
Affairs Officer, Joseph W. Polich, explains that 
the Pre-College preparatory courses will take 
place on Saturdays to develop the child’s un-
derstanding and love for music. “We hope the 
children can understand the instruments and 
music they are learning, and will be happy to 
play music.”

The school will also benefit from an interna-
tional roster of resident faculty, visiting profes-
sors and artists coming from New York. “Our 
teachers will form a global TJC Orchestra, simi-
lar to the string quartet established in 1946, 

passing on our brand and philosophy.”
As for the absence of an undergraduate 

course, Polich insists that it was intentional 
as the objective of TJS is to provide the young 
musicians with a strong foundation and ap-
preciation for music. “We want to ensure 
that the courses we offer have the authentic 
Juilliard quality. For the postgraduate courses, 
we can make sure that they are prepared for 
the profession and step into the community 
more easily.” 

Postgraduate courses such as orchestral and 
chamber music performance will also be made 
available and will be giving TJS the distinction 
of being the only performing arts institution 
in China to provide a US accredited master’s 
degree. 

For more information, visit www.tianjin.juilliard.edu.
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SAMSUNG CONFIRMS 
CLOSURE OF ITS TIANJIN 
MOBILE PHONE FACTORY 
AMID SLUMPING SALES 
b y  Ed o a r d o  D o n a t i  Fo g l i a z z a

South Korean tech giant Samsung confirmed last month that 
it would shut down its Tianjin mobile phone manufacturing 
plant, which is its largest in the country. 

The move would be “part of ongoing efforts to enhance ef-
ficiency in our production facilities”, the company told South 
China Morning Post, and includes providing the workers with 
a “fair and reasonable compensation package.”

Voices regarding the closure of the plant started to circu-
late last summer, motivated by the poor performance of the 
smartphone producer in China. According to Reuters, just five 
years ago Samsung mobile phones accounted for 20 percent 
of the total sales in the Chinese market, while this year the 
company’s market share in the country fell to less than 1 per-
cent. The main reason for the lackluster performance of the 
brand in China is attributed to its failure to compete with local 
brands, like Huawei and Xiaomi, who grew exponentially in 
recent years especially thanks to more competitive pricing, as 
pointed out by the Nikkei Asia Review.

The Tianjin plant was reported by Reuters to have been run 
by 2,600 employees, all of which received notifications about 
the suspension of the manufacturing activities in December. 
After its closure, Samsung only relies on one production plant 
located in Huizhou, Guangdong.

Reports about Samsung’s struggles in the Chinese market 
came after news that Apple suppliers based in China might 
consider moving outside the country if tariffs on Made-in-
China electronic products, announced by US President Donald 
Trump back in November, were to materialize, according to 
Bloomberg. While the outcome of the recent US-China talks 
on trade is hard to fathom, it’s true that, as the incredible per-
formances of local producers show, the Chinese smartphone 
market has become increasingly more competitive.
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  Romeo and Juliet   
Theater

TNT Theater is back in Tianjin to 

reenact Shakespeare’s classic Romeo 

and Juliet. Enjoy the British ensem-

ble’s rendition of this heart-wrench-

ing tale of two star-crossed lovers in 

all the explosive uniqueness of TNT 

Theater’s productions.
Wed Jan 9, 7.30pm; RMB80-380; Jinwan 
Grand Theater, Bldg 4, Jiefang Bei Lu, 
Heping 和平区解放北路4号

  You Are a Pianist   
Concert

Professional pianist Li Weijie has put 

together a multimedia concert catering 

to children that are passionate about 

Western classical music and its history. 

Through animation, narration and of 

course a lot of music, he’ll take listeners 

young and old on a journey through 

the centuries to discover the work of 

the greatest composers that ever lived. 
Sun Jan 27, 7.30pm; RMB60-RMB360; 
Jinwan Grand Theater, Bldg 4, Jiefang Bei 
Lu, Heping 和平区解放北路4号

 Magician’s White Gloves  /  Theater    

Handmade entertainment is the new entertainment. ‘Magician’s White Gloves’ is the 

title of a one-of-a-kind stage performance by the St. Petersburg Hand Made Theatre, 

an ensemble specialized in physical theater, where the actors’ hands and other body 

parts create a narrative and do all the action without uttering a word. The show is 

guaranteed to be a groundbreaking experience for adults and children alike.
Thu Jan 10-Sun Jan 13, various times; RMB190-270; Vision Hill Liuli Theater, Nankai 
University Science Park, 1 Gonghua Dao, Nankai 南开区工华道1号南开大学科技园

  Canon Piano Recital     
Music

The well-traveled, millennial piano 

superstar Yu Boyang will exhibit his 

talent at the Tianjin JInwan Grand 

Theater in a recital featuring all the 

piano classics we know and love. 

Take your time to appreciate this 

young talent as he brings to life 

some of the most iconic – and chal-

lenging – piano pieces ever written, 

including compositions by Debussy, 

Liszt and Mozart.   
Fri Jan 25, 7.30pm; RMB60-360; Jinwan 
Grand Theater, Bldg 4, Jiefang Bei Lu, 
Heping 和平区解放北路4号

  Pour-over Coffee 
Experience  Coffee

Manshenghuo Club invites you in 

participate to a series of weekly coffee-

tasting workshops that will teach you 

all about how to prepare the perfect 

cup of pour-over coffee, with space for 

discussions about bean and roasting 

qualities and, of course, for serious 

tasting.
Through Sun Feb 10, Every Saturday 
and Sunday, 2-5pm; Free entry; 169 
Chongqing Dao, Heping 和平区重庆道
169号





JANUARY

Capricorn
12.22~1.20

Try to memorize the lyrics to a song 
by Amei or Jacky Cheung for the pre-
CNY karaoke gathering with your 
coworkers. Your Chinese boss will be 
so impressed, and he’ll hand you a big 
fat hongbao. 

Donate 50 percent of your Ofo 
deposit refund to a local charity and 
buy your colleagues a round of Hey 
Tea with the rest of the money. ‘What 
goes around, comes around’ will be 
your motto for 2019.

Pisces
2.20~3.20

You’ll be thrown way outside of your 
comfort zone this month. A fatal 
wrong turn by your Didi driver will 
take you all the way out to Haidian. 
Stay calm and you’ll eventually 
make it back to civilization and 
receive a full refund for the ride.

Taurus
4.21~5.21

After losing your third iPhone in less 
than a year, you’ve finally decided 
to switch to Xiaomi. Take many 
awesome selfies with it but avoid 
doing so in the bathroom. That’s how 
you lost your last phone, remember?

Gemini
5.22~6.21

When asked about your New Year’s 
resolution, try not to say you want to 
improve your Chinese again. We all 
know you still can’t order dim sum at 
Jin Ding Xuan without switching back 
to English.   

Aquarius
1.21~2.19

Many of your friends have left Beijing 
over the past few months, so it’s time 
to make some new ones. Say yes to 
all party invitations that come your 
way, and force yourself to attend at 
least one. 

Cancer
6.22~7.22

Your ayi  will try to set you up with 
one of her other clients in your 
building this month. Go with the 
flow and meet them for a coffee 
or something at least. Give the 
matchmaker a raise if the date goes 
smoothly. 

Aries
3.21~4.20

You finally figured out how to use 
Meitu, but go easy on the eye-
enlarger function unless alien-chic is 
your preferred look.

Leo
7.23~8.23

Sagittarius
11.23~12.21

Happiness can only be achieved if 
you leave all non-essential WeChat 
groups. You don’t really need updates 
on the latest cat gifs and rap battles, 
do you? On second thought – maybe 
just mute them.

Horoscopes
Finally, a horoscope that understands your life in Beijing. 

b y  D o m i n i c  N g a i

That’s Beijing
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You’re starting to plan your CNY 
vacation, but try not to take too long 
to decide on your destination, or you 
won’t be able to find any tickets just 
like what happened during Labor Day, 
Golden Week, Christmas and New 
Year. 

Virgo
8.24~9.23

You’ve been thinking about the person 
you hooked up with on New Year’s Eve, 
so ask them out for a drink at 50/50 
(p.56) if you’re really into them. If not, 
just grab a beer at Family Mart and see 
how it goes.   

Libra
9.24~10.23

You’ll have a mini meltdown about 
your uncertain future unless you can 
find at least three new Drake stickers 
by the end of the month. He just 
really gets you. Deep breaths, Scorp!

Scorpio
10.24~11.22
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