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About Lingnan Residence
Lingnan Residence is a long-stay service apartment brand 
under the Lingnan Group. Heritage Lingnan hospitality boasts 
cutting-edge fashionable and warm living, as well as superior 
personalized services and Lingnan hotel star quality service. 

让温暖住下来  Stay Warm

Experience traditional Lingnan hospitality and become part of this enticing lifestyle and 
culture, while enjoying the city and surrounding neighborhood!

Relaxing Ambiance: Double-sided soft and hard mattress |  Soundproof and shaded room | High-tech bathroom

'Smart' Home: Intelligent control panel |  Environmentally-friendly materials | Intelligent app control | High-speed internet

Housekeeping Service: Professional and accomodating hotel service |  24-hour housekeeping service 

Community Life: Library |  Board game | Outdoor activities | VR viewing room | Common kitchen | O2O cross-border activities

Service Facilities: Welcome fruit basket | Gym | Daily breakfast | International satellite TV system

Apartment types:
Studio, one bedroom, two bedrooms

For any inquiries, please contact Ms. Huang at 020 8666 2023 or 181 2686 6762.
Address: J block, China Hotel, A Marriott Hotel, 122 Liu Hua Road, Guangzhou



that’s PRD
《城市漫步》珠江三角洲 英文月刊

www.thatsmags.com

广告经营许可证 : 京海工商厂字第 8069 号  
法律大部 : 大成律师事务所 魏君贤律师
Legal advisor: Wei Junxian, Dacheng Law Firm
国际标准刊号 : ISSN 1672-8041  国内统一刊号 : CN 11-5233/GO  
定价 : 25.00 元   邮发代号：46-193
如发现印刷装订问题 , 请与广州白云天马印刷厂联系
部分非卖品 , 仅限赠阅

Distribution 
across the 
Pearl River 

Delta: 63,000 
copies

主管单位 : 中华人民共和国国务院新闻办公室
Supervised by the State Council Information Office of the People's Republic of China

主办单位 : 五洲传播出版社
地址 : 北京西城月坛北街 26 号恒华国际商务中心南楼 11 层文化交流中心

11th Floor South Building, Henghua lnternational Business Center, 26 Yuetan North Street, Xicheng District, Beijing
http://www.cicc.org.cn

社长 President: 陈陆军 Chen Lujun
期刊部负责人 Supervisor of Magazine Department: 邓锦辉 Deng Jinhui

编辑 Editor: 朱莉莉 Zhu Lili    发行 Circulation: 李若琳 Li Ruolin

Editor in Chief Jocelyn Richards
Shenzhen Editor Sky Thomas Gidge 

Senior Digital Editor Matthew Bossons  
Shenzhen Digital Editor Bailey Hu
Senior Staff Writer Tristin Zhang
National Arts Editor Erica Martin

Contributors  Lena Gidwani, Dr. Adam Koh, Mia Li, Noelle Mateer, Dominic Ngai, Adam Robbins, Ivan Janchev 
 

HK FOCUS MEDIA
 

Shanghai (Head Office) 上海和舟广告有限公司 

上海市蒙自路 169 号智造局 2 号楼 305-306 室 邮政编码 : 200023 
Room 305-306, Building 2, No.169 Mengzi Lu, Shanghai 200023 

电话 : 021-8023 2199  传真 : 021-8023 2190

Guangzhou 上海和舟广告有限公司广州分公司 

广州市麓苑路 42 号大院 2 号楼 610 室  邮政编码 : 510095 
Rm 610, No. 2 Building, Area 42, Luyuan Lu, Guangzhou 510095 

电话 : 020-8358 6125   传真 : 020-8357 3859 - 816

Shenzhen 深圳联络处
深圳市福田区彩田路星河世纪大厦 C1-1303

C1-1303, Galaxy Century Building, Caitian Lu, Futian District, Shenzhen 
电话 : 0755-8623 3220  传真 : 0755-6406 8538

Beijing 北京联络处
北京市东城区东直门外大街 48 号东方银座 C 座 G9 室  邮政编码 : 100027 

9G, Block C, Ginza Mall, No. 48 Dongzhimen Wai Dajie, Dongcheng District, Beijing, 100027 
电话 : 010-8447 7002  传真 : 010-8447 6455

General Manager Henry Zeng
Operations Manager Rachel Tong

Accountant Annie Qi
 Production Supervisor Jack Lin 

Designer Felix Chen
Sales Managers Celia Yu, Justin Lu

Senior Account Executive Shumin Li
Account Executives Wesley Zhang, Nicole Tang, Annie Li, Tia Weng 

Sales Assistant Sunnie Lü
Event Manager Valentina Latorraca

Senior Marketing Executive Fish Lin
Marketing Executive Peggy Ni

Distribution Luo Zhi, He Wei Wen

National Operation
CEO Leo Zhou

Head of Communication Ned Kelly
National Digital Business Director Vickie Guo

HR/Admin Director Penny Li
Financial Manager Laura Lu

Digital Content Manager Bridget O'Donnell
Digital  Miller Yue, Amanda Bao, Orange Wang, Yu Sun, Elsa yang, Jimmy Mi

General enquiries and switchboard (020) 8358 6125   info.prd@urbanatomy.com 
Editorial (020) 8358 9847 ext 808  editor.prd@urbanatomy.com 

Sales (Guangzhou) (020) 8358 9847 ext 802 sales.prd@urbanatomy.com 
(Shenzhen) (0755) 8623 3210 ext 801   

Distribution/Subscription  (020) 8358 7749 ext 828  
Listings & Events (Guangzhou) (020) 8358 9847 ext 808.  (Shenzhen)  (0755) 8623 3220 

Web & IT  (021) 5238 5459      Fax (020) 8363 3759 ext. 816

2  |  S Z  |  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 7  |  W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M



We're giving away tickets to some 
of the very best events in the Pearl 
River Delta, alongside a host of free 
meals and other goodies. Follow our 
official WeChat feeds and sign up 
for our weekly newsletter for your 
chance to win major prizes! To stay 
up to date, visit www.thatsmags.
com or scan the QR codes below and 
follow our WeChat accounts.

ThatsGuangzhou

ThatsShenzhen

DECEMBER 2017Editor's Note

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

facebook.com/ThatsPRD 

twitter.com/ThatsPRD

youtube.com/thatsonline

#THATSPRD

WIN

Hourly updates on news, 
current affairs and general 
weirdness from around the 

PRD and China.

It’s a tradition here at That’s to publish China’s year in review as our cover story every 

December, but being the rebellious southerners that we are, our Pearl River Delta team 

has decided to save that feature for January and reserve 10 pages in this issue to honor 

the winners of our 2017 That’s PRD Food & Drink Awards. A record number of you 

showed up to party with us at the awards ceremonies held respectively in Guangzhou 

and Shenzhen last month, so we’d like to thank everyone who participated in and sup-

ported the event! Turn to p42 to see the most outstanding bars, clubs, restaurants and 

cafes in town as selected by you, our discerning readers.

Elsewhere in the magazine, we chat with a collector of North Korean knick-knacks 

(p12), explore Shenzhen’s groundbreaking new design center (p22), review the best 

Chinese albums of 2017 and divulge the latest F&B gossip (p64). 

On behalf of our entire team, I wish you all the best this holiday season and in 2018!

Jocelyn Richards
Editor-in-Chief 

That's Suzhou 
QR code

Thats App 
QR code

Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Beijing, Tianjin… 
and now Suzhou. We’re proud to announce that we 
are adding a Suzhou section to website and app, as 
well as launching a That’s Suzhou WeChat account. 
News, events, listings, guides and giveaways – 
we’ve got the lot. Scan the QR codes below to follow 
us on WeChat and download That’s App, and visit 
Thatsmags.com/Suzhou.

THAT’S SUZHOU LAUNCHED!

FARE THEE WELL
“The times they are a-changin’,” as the great Bob Dylan once so eloquently 
put it. Sure, it’s cliche, but this saying rings ever-so-true this month for 
the That’s PRD family as we say goodbye to two integral members of 
our team: Sky Gidge, our Shenzhen editor, and Jocelyn Richards, our 
esteemed chief editor. Both Sky and Jocelyn contributed greatly to this 
publication, dedicating countless hours to researching, interviewing and 
writing stories that have been enjoyed by tens of thousands of PRDers. 
They leave large shoes to be filled, and will be greatly missed by their 
colleagues here at Urbanatomy. On behalf of the That’s PRD office, I wish 
you both God’s speed and good luck in your future endeavors – you will 
not be soon forgotten.
Best,
Matthew Bossons
Senior Digital Editor

Jocelyn Richards

Sky Gidge
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STYLE
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28 KNIT PICKING
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W E D N E S D A Y  1 3  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 7 ,  4 P M
G U A N G Z H O U  C A N T O N  T O W E R  2 F

2 0 1 7 年 1 2 月 1 3 日 周 三 4 点

广 州 市 海 珠 区 阅 江 西 路 2 2 2 号 广 州 塔 2 F

ISA
Winter Festival

�e ISA annual concert and bazaar is the School’s major Mid-Winter festival. 
It will be a musical and visual delight for the entire family to enjoy.

FOODBAZAAR PERFORMANCE

Contact person: Vivi Qin
mail: viviqin@isaschool.org
Mobile: 18922127526
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CITY
In Formation 
A word from our featured City Snapshot 
photographer, p10

MAN ON THE STREET

Standing Its Ground
P10

Chinese Urban Dictionary
P11

The shipping container arrives first – windows and a door cut 
into opposite ends. Then crowd control barriers appear, bear-
ing illustrated banners with rules, including ‘no drinking before 

work’ (a maxim that will be violated as early as 8.30am).
Finally, the men arrive, migrant workers from Henan province 

sleeping ‘five or six’ in prefab housing, and spending days laying a 
span of sewer then retiling the torn-up pavilion. 

They are the shock troops of the China miracle, arriving, doing a 
job and moving on. Wherever you go, they came first. They built the 
road you walk, the store you shop at and the room you sleep in. 

“In Henan, there’s nothing to do,” says a worker, 38, wearing a 
safety hat. He smiles around his cigarette in the afternoon sun, and 
says to call him ‘friend.’ “So I came here.” 

Friend’s journey from Henan to wealthier Shenzhen is a story 
played out across China by an estimated 56 million migrant construc-
tion workers, who left their homes for a piece of the wealth in the ma-
jor cities – taking in an average wage of RMB4,000.

It’s an industry that uses half of the world’s concrete through a 
web of contractors, and subcontractors that do everything from set 
bricks to construct the buildings you’ll see on postcards in 20 years. 

But for Guangxi-native Chen Sheng, 21, it’s as simple as a pickaxe 
and a stubborn stretch of Dongguan sidewalk.

Chen returned to Dongguan from Guangxi province three days 
earlier and is back to his eight-hour-a-day job. When we approach he 
is laying fiberoptic cable – no special equipment, just a red tube he 
pushes into the torn up ground. 

How much he makes monthly is “hard to say” but he works eight 
hours a day, and – he assures us – does get paid for his work, an appar-
ent reference to the bad players in the industry that stiff manual work-
ers after a job is done.

After wiring up Dongguan – what’s next for a man like Chen?
He pauses: “I’ll decide as I go along.”

Man on the Street is a monthly feature where we talk to someone doing an 
everyday job to gain insight into the lives of ordinary Chinese people.

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS
Men of the Street 
By Sky Thomas Gidge 
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THE DIRTY DETAILS
Monthly salary: RMB4,000

Days per week: 7

Hours per day: 8
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RANDOM NUMBER

168.2 
… (billion!) renminbi (USD25.3 billion) is 
the total value of sales made on Alibaba’s 
e-commerce platforms Taobao and Tmall 
this past Singles Day, November 11, 
smashing last year’s record of USD17.8 
billion (an increase of 39 percent). 

Shoppers from 225 countries and re-
gions snapped up products from 140,000 
participating stores, and more than 15 
million goods – including a lifetime sup-
ply of baijiu – were available, according 
to China Daily. A whopping 90 percent 
of transactions were made from mobile 
devices.

Singles Day 2017 sales easily 
eclipsed those of last year's combined 
sales of Black Friday and Cyber Monday 
in the US. The annual online shopping 
extravaganza is a sort of faux holiday and 
a bit like China's answer to Cyber Monday. 
In recent years, tech giant Alibaba has 
brought out big stars for its Singles 
Day Gala, and Pharrell Williams, Nicole 
Kidman, Maria Sharapova, Zhang Ziyi, Kris 
Wu and Karen Mok all made appearances 
alongside billionaire founder Jack Ma at 
this year’s gala in Shanghai.

CITY SNAPSHOT

Black Sheep
Hailing from the small 
European country of 
Macedonia, Ivan Janchev 
has been in China for nearly 
five years and is currently 
working as an artist and 
videographer for Tencent. 
The photo featured here 
was taken from the top 
of a building in Futian, 
Shenzhen. Janchev says: “I 
was impressed by the for-
mation of the students and 
the complementary colors 
on the playground. The 
sunny September morning 
making great long shadows, 
and the student breaking the 

THE

BEHIND THE CONCRETE 

Guangzhou’s Tenacious Holdout 
Last month, Shenzhen’s longest-standing hold-out residential building, which has been struggling to 
survive for the past 10 years, was torn down for good. But in Guangzhou, the most famous (or notori-
ous) holdout has managed to stand erect against all odds. 

Known as ‘No. 28 on Yongxing Jie,’ the eight-story yellow residential building encircled by a ring-
shaped overpass in Haizhu District is one of Guangzhou’s most tenacious holdouts. The building 
was scheduled to be removed 10 years ago to construct the Zhoutouzui Tunnel, which now connects 
Haizhu with Fangcun via the Pearl River. 

Guo Zhiming and his brother, the last household of the holdout, however, refused to move out of 
their 30-square-meter home on the 
ground floor, according to a Southern 
Metropolis Daily report. They have 
been chewing over compensation for 
seven years.

Lucky for Guo, electricity and wa-
ter remain in supply, and bus stations 
and supermarkets are within walking 
distance. 

He once told Southern Metropolis 
Daily reporters: “Most residents 
received about RMB400,000 [back 
in 2011], which, at that time, was 
enough for them to buy a second-
hand apartment. So most took the 
money to buy another house." Guo, on 
the other hand, chose to stay put.

BUZZ
E D I T O R . P R D @ U R B A N A T O M Y . C O M

pattern by tying his shoelaces made a great composition.” View 
more of Janchev’s incredible shots on Instagram @ivankocka.

Tag #thatsprd on Instagram for a chance to be featured on our feed and 
in the magazine.

Zhong Er/ Zhōng èr / 中二 noun. A full-grown adult who acts like 
a high schooler, someone who never grew out of adolescence.

Once I launch my app, I'll be the next Mark Zuckerberg.

 It connects things with people who want to buy them.

 Oh yeah? What does it do?

Like Taobao? 

 Okay. 

Yes, but much better. We’ll beat Taobao within the 
year, for sure. 

You don’t get it. A friend in my WeChat group for 
startup geniuses said, “The lion doesn't concern itself 
with opinions of the sheep.”

Don't you just scroll through WeChat Moments all day, though?

Modern technology allows us to do many previously impossible things: talking 
in real time with friends thousands of miles away, pulling up a complete list of 
Tarantino cameos in a matter of seconds, making food magically appear without 
even talking to another human being. 

But technology is so efficient in taking care of things we don't want to do that 
it’s replaced entire developmental phases of our lives. Our phones can do the 
growing up for us. 

We used to become adults by getting kicked out of our parents' houses and 
getting jobs. But we don't have to do that anymore if we don't want to. 

We can now live with our parents forever and blame it on the economy. We 
have "careers" doing live streams on QQ in our childhood bedrooms (where we 
still live). When we are being assholes and other people tell us so, we just click 
'mute' and ghost them. When others say we are being "childish" and “immature," 
we ditch them and find our own entourage online. The Internet makes sure that 
no matter what beliefs we hold, we can find those who agree with us (and prob-
ably a whole forum of them, given the right search terms). All the old mechanisms 
that forced us to reconcile with reality can be blocked, with a quick switch of 
privacy settings. 

This has given rise to a group who, despite being in their 20s, 30s or even 
40s, have never matured emotionally. They are called zhong'er, the word for ‘high 
school sophomore.’ Like moody insecure teenagers, zhong'er think the world re-
volves around them, proclaim to be all-knowing and all-wise, and try to put down 
those who they feel threatened by. 

The typical zhong’er may say things like: "I'm working on the greatest bilin-
gual bi-cultural novel of our generation,” or "my last screenplay was too ahead-
of-its-time to be appreciated,” or "I will build a great wall – nobody builds walls 
better than me, believe me.”

The sad truth is, zhong'er may never grow up. The rest of us just have to accept 
this, and learn to co-exist with these adult-sized children. Until there's a cure for 
brain development for those stuck in adolescence, we just have to smile, nod along 
and make way while they head down to their mothers' basements. By Mia Li 
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Nick Bonner has published a book full of 
knick-knacks. But these aren’t just any 
candy wrappers – they’re ephemera from 
the Hermit Kingdom herself. 

The Beijing-based Koryo Tours co-
founder sits down with Noelle Mateer 
to talk DPRK design, then guides us 
through his collection in his new book, 
Made in North Korea.

How did this collection start? 

I used to be a countryside ranger in the UK, 
and every year, I’d take kids outside. As soon 
as you’d finish walking around, you’d ask 
them to turn out their pockets, and they’d 
have all this stuff. I think it’s an innate thing 
in human beings to collect stuff. 

Because I’m trained as a landscape archi-
tect and I used to teach design, I immedi-
ately notice something that’s different. I’ve 
been going to North Korea since ’93, and I’m 
drawn to graphics, so I collect them.

Now it’s a carefully curated collection. 
But basically it was by coincidence. I had 
all these boxes, and always said I should 
do something with them. [Co-writer Simon 
Cockerell and I] are the two people who 
have visited North Korea the most in the 
world… 

Really? 

Oh yeah, yeah, yeah. No doubt. No one else 
has been going in and out every month for 
the last 25 years! And Simon’s been doing it 
since 2002.

So, where did you find these things? And 
were people OK with you taking them? 

Sometimes gift shops – quite a high percent-
age of this is tourist tad, then some other 
shops as well. In North Korea you’re with two 
guides at all times, but we’ve known ours 
since they were kids. When we ask if we can 
go in a shop and have a look, they under-
stand. 

It’s not illegal to collect graphics. It’s just 
that North Korean tour guides don’t like 

things being taken that they think might 
show their country in a bad light. Once you 
explain to them the value of a graphic and 
how beautiful it is, then they may not quite 
understand, but you get your ‘OK then, off 
you go.’ 

You collected until 2002. Why that time 
period? 

I started collecting in 1993, but some of this 
is from earlier. There would be piles of post-
cards from the 60s and 70s, because there 
had been no tourists. Or there would be 
goods like chocolate boxes that hadn’t been 
sold, that were past the sell-by date, but I’d 
keep them anyway. 

I stopped around 2002, when there was 
an economic change in North Korea. It was 
their first steps towards some sort of market 
reform, and it coincided with new products 
coming in from China and the rest of the 
world. So that’s the period I collected until, 
because before then, it was all hand-drawn 
and hand-designed, no Photoshop. 

When things are collected during a cer-
tain period of time, it becomes a study of 
North Korea in its own right, almost like an 
ethnographic study, because each piece is 
quite loaded. There’s a lot of information 
in it.

How would you describe these items’  
aesthetic? 

At that time in North Korea, there really 
wasn’t competition. There were different 
brands – for cigarettes, for example, some 
people would prefer construction cigarettes, 
as opposed to Red Star cigarettes, a slightly 

better but more expensive brand – but it 
wasn’t competition. So [product design] 
was linked to history and identity – it’s very 
Korean. 

Their use of color is very rich. Those pinks, 
yellows and blues [that you see on Korean 
traditional] dresses – those are Korean 
colors, and that’s historic. There are tradi-
tional motifs and colors mixed in with the so-
cialist realism, so it’s not as cold you’d expect.

What do people find most surprising 
about North Korean design? 

You’d think it would all be propaganda, but 
it’s very soft. It shows a side of Korea that we 
know, because we’re always going in and out, 
but that surprises other people. 

Sometimes the big surprise is it’s so… 
banal. And that banality links you to normal 
life. North Koreans, when they get up in the 
morning, also put their trousers on one leg at 
a time, and their concern is to get their kids 
to school on time, too. 

How’s the response to the book been? 

In North Korea, they find it bizarre. When 
you get a North Korean looking at it, they just 
go, ‘Oh I remember that as a kid.’ So it’s great 
to show it to North Koreans, because they 
just laugh.

How would items made today look  
different? 

Same as in the West, or as in China. It’s all be-
come homogenized, globalized – and it’s very 
modern. The shops are full of shiny things. A 
book of that is not quite as interesting.

“You’d think it would all be 
propaganda, but it’s very soft”
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“When I was growing up, I had 
exactly the same comic but the 
enemy was German. The war 
was over by 25 years already!”

“These stamps were made very clearly for a foreign market, for 
stamp collectors.”

“I remember the ticket for the Mass Games – it’s a great 
graphic, but it’s also a reminder for me. The book is a study of 
North Korea, but it’s also a personal diary.” 

“A high percentage of this stuff is tourist tad. I started collecting in ’93, 
but there would be piles of postcards from the 60s and 70s, because 
there were no tourists.”

“There’s a box of chocolate liqueurs, and all done up to say 
‘this is a form of luxury.’ That’s a massive change from before 
– it’s saying ‘We’ve now developed our country, and we have 
something other than the basic goods.’”
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A D V E R T O R I A L

2017 CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES AT 
THE RITZ-CARLTON, GUANGZHOU
Ring the festive bells and usher in 2018 

with a series of winter festivities pre-
pared by The Ritz-Carlton, Guangzhou. 

We look forward to welcoming you and your 
loved ones during this festive season, and 
wishing you a wonderful Christmas and pros-
perous New Year:

Spirit of Giving
The Ritz-Carlton, Guangzhou is partner-

ing with HEFANG Jewelry to spread love and 
joy to the needy this festive season. Guests 
are welcomed to drop your gifts into the ex-
quisitely designed donation box, designed by 
HEFANG Jewelry. These gifts will be delivered 
to children of Qingyuan Jianhui School sup-
ported by the hotel’s Community Footprints 
program.

Pearl Lounge
Along with the winter chill, The Pearl 

Lounge is presenting the enchanting snow-
flakes themed Afternoon Tea inspired by 
HEFANG Jewelry. Spice up your festive season 
with sumptuous savories and patisseries 
featuring candied dried fruit scone with cin-
namon cream, truffle & chestnut mousseline 
on ginger bread. Kick back, sip and soak in 
the soothing live music and timeless Classic 
European interior.

FOODS
Savour a bounty of delicacies this festive 

season. The talented chefs at FOODS restau-
rant would like to immerse you in a culinary 
wonderland with mouth-watering seasonal 
dishes. On Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, 
diners can indulge in a sumptuous brunch 
with a wide array of festive specialties. On 
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve, guests 
can enjoy a festive carvery selection of classic 
dishes and exciting lucky draw prizes to fire 
up the celebratory experience.

LIMONI
Celebrate the occasion just like the 

Italians – with ol' comfort food, wine and 
more wine. Head to LIMONI, Chef Andrea has 
crafted a quintessential gourmet menu for 
your enjoyment this festive season. And of 
course, no Italian feast is complete without 
toasting with bubbles. Cheers! Lucky draw is 
available on Christmas Eve and New Year Eve.

The Churchill Bar
Usher 2018 in fine style with some 

fizz! Choose from the indulgent champagne 
celebration package featuring one bottle of 
Perrier-Jouet Grand Brut with 12 freshly 
shucked Australian Coffin Bay Oysters or with 
extra gusto the Double Happiness Package of-
fering two bottles of Perrier-Jouet Grand Brut.

*Price is subject to a 15 percent service charge. For 
reservations or more information, please call +86 20-
3813-6888 or email us at restaurant.reservation@
ritzcarlton.com. 

About The Ritz-Carlton, Guangzhou
Situated in the new CBD Pearl River New City of Tianhe District, The Ritz-Carlton, Guangzhou is a luxury destination in the Southern China hub. 
Distinctive services and facilities include 351 guest rooms, 91 luxury serviced apartments, 5 restaurants and lounges serving Cantonese and 
Western favorites, special cigars and wines. An extensive health club and The Ritz-Carlton Spa® rejuvenate body and mind, while extensive catering 
and meeting facilities span over 3,300 square meters, including a large pillar-less Grand Ballroom that measures 1,209 square meters. For more in-
formation, visit the hotel website at www.ritzcarlton.com/guangzhou.

Stay & Be Merry Winter Family Stay 
The Ritz-Carlton, Guangzhou offers a cozy 

festive room package for a memorable holi-
day celebration with your family this yuletide 
season. End the year with a luxurious geta-
way with festive cheers. Guests can indulge 
an array of special inclusions starting from 
RMB1,688:

• A festive homemade hot chocolate with 
marshmallows and cookies as evening turn 
down amenity

• FOODS Restaurant international buffet 
breakfast for two adults and one child under 6

• Upgrade to Deluxe River View Room 
(subject to availability)

• Late check-out till 3 p.m. (subject to 
availability)

• Upgrade to Executive Suite City View at 
RMB500 per night

Above offer is available from December 1, 2017 to 
January 3, 2018. Above prices are subject to 15 percent 
service charge. Advance reservation is required, and 
offer is subject to availability. For reservations or more 
information, please call +86 20 3813 6898 or email 
rc.canrz.reservation@ritzcarlton.com.

About HEFANG Jewelry
HEFANG Jewelry was founded by designer 
Sun Hefang in 2012. Creating neither pricy 
nor heavy but exquisite and meaningful light 
luxury jewelry has always been the design 
philosophy of her collections. Handmade 
inlay techniques deliver fashionable and lead-
ing jewelry for the young which concatenate 
styles both vivid and elegant.

“I love the sugar packet. On Air 
Koryo, they decided to do in-flight 

food. Normally in the West, you’d get 
something that just says ‘sugar,’ but 

there’s this lovely detail – who the hell 
came up with all this patterning? It’s 

frivolity in a country you don’t associate 
with frivolity, and I love that. I mean, 

why do something pretty?” 

“Sometimes the big surprise is 
it’s so... banal”

C I T Y  |  F E A T U R E
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MUSHROOM 
SONG
Designer & Founder of 
WMWM
Interview by Dominic Ngai

On the WMWM website, you wrote that 
WMWM aims to achieve “a balance be-
tween androgyny and something more 
feminine.” Can you tell me about why you 
decided to go with this style from the be-
ginning, and the inspiration behind it?

The graduation project of my master’s pro-
gram was about creating a collection that ex-
plores the relationship between architecture 
and space. One of the requirements of the as-
signment was that we must have a target cus-
tomer group in mind. I saw some similarities 
between the strong image of modern women 
and how I can incorporate my research on 
contemporary architecture to create a collec-
tion and went from there.

As a designer, what does androgyny mean 
to you?

My personal style preference is also a bit 
androgynous. The level of comfort has always 
been an important factor for how I personally 
like to dress. Androgyny, however, means dif-
ferent things to different people. For example, 
Rick Owens’ style of androgyny has some 
strong punk influences, while what I do at 
WMWM is a lot more subtle.

Who are some designers that you look up 
to and why?

Some of my longtime favorites include Yohji 
Yamamoto and Rei Kawakubo (of Comme des 

“Androgyny means 
different things to 
different people”

Shortly after graduating from the MA 
program at the London College of Fashion 
in 2015, Mushroom Song emerged onto the 
fashion scene with the launch of her label, 
WMWM. From the start, her unique take on 
creating an understated androgynous look 
with oversized proportions, monochromatic 
colors, as well as the creative use of draping 
to create interesting shapes and layers, have 
made a long-lasting impression on buyers 
and critics alike. We sat down with Song to 
talk about her beginning, and how she found 
her own style so early on in her career.

Garcons). Raf Simons has had a huge impact 
on me because of his unique interpretation of 
the androgynous look. I also follow the works 
of fresh grads from Central Saint Martins – 
some of them have really creative ideas.

Who are your main target customers? Are 
there any differences between what your 
Chinese and Western audience prefer?

They’re mainly women between the ages of 
25-35, and many of them come from an artis-
tic background. Due to the oversized propor-
tions of my design, many of our customers 
are generally quite tall; I think that’s part of 
the reason why WMWM is more popular in 
northern China than in the south. Also, I’ve 
noticed that my overseas customers are also 
more willing to go for more experimental ma-
terials and cuts, while the Chinese are gener-
ally slightly more conservative.

Besides androgyny, what other fashion 
trends stand out the most to you in recent 
years?

I think the androgynous look has become 
quite mainstream in the past couple of years, 
and many mass fashion labels have adopted 
it in their design. What’s more interesting is 
many designers are putting menswear items 
on women and womenswear items on men.

www.wmwmstudio.com
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INSPECT-A-GADGET

USD17 Bluetooth Headphones

STYLE RADAR
 E D I T O R . P R D @ U R B A N A T O M Y . C O M

TAP THAT APP

Trover
Whether you’ve called China home for 
10 years or are just settling down here, 
you’ll find novel sights to explore on 
Trover – an app that lets users share trav-
el ideas and post photos of cool places 
they stumble across in cities around the 
world.

A search of things ‘nearby’ Guangzhou, 
for instance, led us to hole-in-the-wall 
eateries serving everything from croco-
dile to geoduck, street art in the suburbs 
of Shawan and the crispiest youtiao 
(fried dough sticks) in town. We had to 
sift through no small number of generic 
Canton Tower pics to find those, of course, 
but hidden among all those well-trodden 
tourist locales are gems we’re confident 
most locals haven’t heard of. If you see 
a place you’d love to visit, just click ‘add 
to list’ and watch it fly onto your virtual 
bucket list.

The app is sort of a cross between 
Instagram and Trip Advisor, with a photo-
heavy newsfeed and brief written reviews 
under each featured image. Categories 
like ‘hiking,’ ‘food and drink’ and ‘arts and 
entertainment’ draw more results in cities 
like Hong Kong and Beijing, where there 
are ostensibly more users posting more 
frequently.

Aside from using the app to pinpoint 
your next weekend adventure, you can 
also share your awesome off-the-beaten-
path finds with the Trover community, 
and maybe even rise to ‘experience junkie’ 
status.

Users can sign in with their Facebook, 
Twitter or email accounts, which is either 
convenient or cumbersome, depending on 
how smoothly your VPN is running. The 
good news? You don’t need to sign in to 
view others’ photos – only to post your 
own.

Trover is available for both iPhone and Android 
devices. Visit trover.com for more info.

How to get there:
Take Guangzhou Metro Line 4 to 
Jiaomen Station and then catch the 
No. 2 bus, which you will ride for 31 
stops to Si San Chong. From there, 
catch either the No. 11 bus or the No. 
25 bus, which you will ride for four 
stops to Nansha Wetland Park.

It didn’t take long after moving to Guangzhou 
to notice that the city is largely devoid of birds. 
Sure, there is no shortage of wet market chick-
ens, ducks and geese, and yes, wild birds do 
endure in the city, but compared to other other 
cities, Guangzhou seems to be seriously lacking 
in the ‘feathered friend’ department. 

If you, like myself, have found yourself 
missing the chirpy serenade of the sparrow, the 
sorrowful swan songs of the early morning and 
the crow’s ‘caw,’ you will thoroughly enjoy this 
month’s featured day trip: Nansha Wetland Park.  

Chosen as one of the ‘Eight Sights of 
Guangzhou’ in 2011, this man-made eco-desti-
nation is located about a two-hour transit jour-
ney from the city center – although the com-
mute does have its rewards. At Nansha Wetland 
Park, the chaotic sounds of the city are replaced 
with a symphony of bird calls and, on my visit, 
the rustling of leaves in the autumn wind.

Of China’s 271 wetland bird species, 140 of 
them can be found in the park, depending on 
the season (many of the birds in the park are 
migratory), including the oriental white stork – 
a first-class national protected species. 

According to one of the many bilingual 
signs that dot the Nansha Wetland Park, up to 
100,000 migratory birds spend the winter in 
the park each year.

Visitors must pay RMB50 to enter and have 
three main options for exploring: on foot, via 
shared-bike or by boat. The latter option offers 
curious daytrippers a unique view of the park’s 
numerous waterways, albeit for the kinda-steep 
price of RMB150.

Myself, I decided to walk, utilizing the 
Nansha Wetland Park’s system of roads and 
boardwalks, which hug the water’s edge and 
occasionally jut out over the water. While stroll-

DAYTRIPPER

Nansha Wetland Park
ing the wooden walkways, I spotted a myriad of 
fish, over a dozen different bird species and two 
large and healthy-looking rats attempting to 
procreate in a shrub (seriously).

There are a few food (read: snack) options 
in the park, as well as an interpretive center. And, 
as previously mentioned, most of the signs I en-
countered included both Chinese and English.   

Full disclosure: navigating the rural areas 
of Guangzhou’s peripheral Nansha District 
requires both a hearty dose of patience and 
basic Chinese language skills (or a Chinese 
friend you can call in a pinch). Much like Huadu, 
Conghua and Zengcheng districts, Nansha has 
limited metro service (with five stops in the 
entire district, all on Line 4) and those without 
a car will be required to master the various bus 
routes that traverse Guangzhou’s southernmost 
region. 

If venturing by bus around Nansha sounds 
like a tiring endeavor, you may want to con-
sider spending the night. We can recommend 
the Garden Nansha Resort and the Sheraton 
Guangzhou Nansha Hotel, which is located a 
15-minute walk from Guangzhou Metro Line 4’s 
Jinzhou Station and boasts a fantastic Chinese 
restaurant, Yue, honored as 'Outstanding New 
Chinese Restaurant’ in our 2017 That’s PRD 
Food & Drink Awards. MB

In 2010, the iPad arrived, proving that tablets 
could be done right and leading a pack of new 
entrants to the market – not aiming for Apple-
level quality, but competing on price point. 

2016 saw Apple’s Bluetooth headphones, 
the AirPods, and, again, a follow-the-leader 
rush. But costing more than RMB1,000, there is 
plenty of space for lower prices. 

Though the tech is old, the Bluetooth head-
phone has seen price drops in 2017, making 
a solid set less a show of buying power than a 
natural next step – if you can accept the draw-
backs. 

Audiophiles will wretch at a decreased 
sound quality through the RMB129 Kugou 
brand headphones we tried, but to the average 
ear they are good enough to get through a run 
and the lack of a wire means your phone can 
stay safely zipped in a pocket. 

The Kugous packed a surprising amount 
of bass, which may owe to an earplug design 
that almost seals the ear. It’s great if you want 
to hear the music, not great if you want to hear 
anything else. 

Placing the headphones back to back sees 
a magnet hold them together and functions as 
an on-off switch. Separated, they connect to a 
nearby Bluetooth device – which can be both 
convenient and baffling.

Finally, they need to be charged. Yes, mi-
croUSB is universal enough that a cable is likely 
within your reach right now, but it is another 
complication over the headphones’ cabled 
cousins.

RMB129 Kugou Bluetooth headphones; available on 
JD.com (search 蓝牙耳机) 

COVET

Timberland x 
MADNESS Type-
MD01
Hong Kong actor Shawn Yue’s 
streetwear label MADNESS has 
already worked with interna-
tional brands like A Bathing 
Ape, VANS and Carhartt on 
various crossover collections 
over the years. At the center 
of is latest collaboration with 
Timberland, which debuted in 
late November, is the ‘Type-
MD01’ – a pair of dark navy six-inch boots made 
with weather-resistant suede. Available on the 
MADNESS online store and at their Beijing shop.

www.mdnsonline.com
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UNEARTHED POTENTIAL
Inside Shenzhen’s Groundbreaking New Design Center
By Bailey Hu

For most people, a museum opening 
doesn’t exactly conjure up images of 
a good time. Yet with Shenzhen’s first 

world-class design center debuting this 
month, fans of art and culture in the city have 
a very real reason to get excited.

The inaugural galleries of the new Sea 
World Culture and Arts Center, plus the building 
itself, boast some impressive credentials.

An exhibit titled ‘Values of Design,’ for in-
stance, features 250 carefully curated objects 
from London’s Victoria and Albert Museum 
(V&A), known for its vast collection of art from 
around the world.

Artifacts range in age from over a millen-
nium to practically new; originate from 31 
countries; and span the fields of fashion, tech-
nology and furniture. Items as diverse as an 
18th century Persian astrolabe, a 400-year-old 
gun mechanism and a 1998 Apple computer are 
displayed together, leading to unexpected con-
nections across space and time.

Another exhibit, ‘Minding the Digital,’ of-
fers a more modern perspective on design with 
large-scale, often interactive works. Sundew, for 
example, melds colorful cloth filaments with 
‘sensing technologies’ – as a result, its flexible 
structures react to changes in pitch of sound.

Not far away, Sharevari surrounds viewers 
in a ring of tall metal contraptions that ‘trans-
late’ their body movements into music, while 
ON/OFF turns data on the Pearl River Delta into 
paper sculptures, painting a bigger picture of 

the world around us.
A third and final exhibit takes a closer look 

at the Culture and Arts Center itself as well as its 
architect, Pritzker Prize winner Fumihiko Maki.

Besides the main attractions, the four-story 
center has more surprises in store such as a 
new ‘Shekou Museum of Reform and Opening’ 
on the third floor, which documents the story of 
Shenzhen’s earliest ‘special economic zone.’

Another museum-inside-a-museum ex-
amines traditional and ancient Chinese culture 
from a design perspective: the Guanfu Museum, 
which already has branches in Beijing, Shanghai, 
Hangzhou and Xiamen, gets a Shenzhen install-
ment on the Center’s first floor.

The new complex also has a public event 
space, food and drink outlets and a rooftop gar-
den, not to mention pretty sweet sea views from 
the small park around the building.

All of this has, relatively speaking, been 
a long time coming. The Sea World Arts and 
Culture Center was first commissioned by the 

V&A and China Merchants Group in 2014, in 
the midst of the country’s ongoing museum-
building frenzy. Since then, considerable effort 
has apparently gone into ensuring the Shekou 
center has substance as well as form.

To celebrate a successful debut, a design-
centered conference, workshop and ‘funfair’ 
will be held in the complex from December 2-3. 
Special guests include the building’s architect, 
Fumihiko Maki, plus the deputy director of the 
V&A and other big names in design and archi-
tecture.

The trio of events marks not only the open-
ing of a groundbreaking design establishment in 
Shenzhen, but another step in the right direction 
for the local arts scene.

Exhibitions open daily 10am-9pm; Sea World Culture 
and Arts Center, 1187 Wanghai Lu, Shekou, Nanshan 
District, Shenzhen 深圳市南山区蛇口望海路1187号 
(0755-2162 5455)

W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M  |  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 7  |  S Z  |  2 32 2  |  S Z  |  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 7  |  W W W . T H A T S M A G S . C O M



T R A V E L  |  L I F E  &  S T Y L EL I F E  &  S T Y L E  |  T R A V E L

I’ll be honest: When I first visited Bali in 2014, I wasn’t all that impressed. Like most 
tourists, I followed the well-trodden path: I sipped Bintangs in party-centric Kuta 
Beach, shopped in the malls of ritzy Seminyak and got my Eat Pray Love on in Ubud. 
And while I could see the appeal of these places, it simply wasn’t my travel style. Like 
at all. I wanted more nature, more adventure, more authenticity. 

After that first trip, I didn’t have any intention of returning. But something kept 
drawing me back. In the past four years I’ve visited the island six times, spent a 
total of seven months there, and thoroughly explored 10 different areas of Indonesia’s 
most popular island – all the while writing about it on my travel blog, Travel Lush. 

The thing that finally sold me was veering off the Kuta-Seminyak-Ubud path and 
exploring some of the lesser-visited corners of the island. Because while Bali does see 
nearly five million tourists every year, it is entirely possible to escape the hordes. There 
are plenty of hidden beaches, rugged islands and cool, laidback towns just waiting to be 
explored. 

Plus, what better place is there to escape the bitter and smoggy winter than a tropical 
Indonesian island? Here are a few of my favorite, less-visited areas of the island. 

 

NUSA PENIDA
Location: Off the coast of Southern Bali
Who’s going: Nature lovers, divers, adven-
ture seekers
Why: Hidden beaches and waterfalls, stun-
ning vistas and cliffs, excellent diving and 
snorkeling 
Nusa Penida is a blissfully undeveloped is-
land a 30-minute boat ride from Sanur, one 
of Bali’s biggest resort towns. Despite being 
so close to Bali’s tourist-clogged beaches, 
Nusa Penida is still mind-bogglingly untour-
isty. If you ask me, this is Bali’s best kept se-
cret, though the word is trickling out. The is-
land is roughly 200sqm, so rent a motorbike 
(there are no taxis here). Scooting around 
the island is half of the fun of traveling to 
Nusa Penida, but it’s not always easy. The 
roads are crude, and you will inevitably get 
lost. But those who do take the plunge will 
be rewarded with the turquoise waters of 
Atuh Beach, the stunning natural landscapes 
of Broken Beach and Angel’s Billabong, the 
natural pools at Temeling Waterfall, the 
world-class diving and snorkeling at Crystal 
Bay and more. And the best part is you’ll 
likely only see a handful of other tourists the 
entire time. 
Pro tip: Know how to ride a scooter. The 
roads are rough and accidents are common. 

AMED
Location: On the coast of Northeast Bali
Who’s going: Divers, snorkelers, French 
families 
Why: Volcano views, epic offshore snorke-
ling, WWII shipwreck dive sites

Tourist infrastructure has only cropped 
up in the last two decades in Amed, but it is 
definitely on its way. While the area is dotted 
with resorts, guesthouses and seafood res-
taurants, the vibe is still incredibly relaxed 
compared to Bali’s better-known beach 
towns. Amed proper consists of a handful of 
tiny fishing villages that extend along 14km 
of stunning coastline. Drive up the coast and 
you’ll spot black sand bays, countless fish-
ing boats and unreal vistas thanks to Mount 
Agung, Bali’s largest volcano. Veer inland 
and you’ll spot the greenest of rice terraces 
framed by mountains that reach so high 
they’re ringed by clouds. The perfect day in 
Amed consists of snorkeling right offshore 
at Jemeluk or Lipah Bay, lounging on one of 
the many black sand beaches and watching 
the sun sink behind Mount Agung at Sunset 
Point. 
Pro tip: Rent a motorbike and take a drive 
inland. Most tourists just stick to the coast, 
but the mountainous terrain and hillside 
rice terraces make for some of the most 
stunning scenery in all of Bali.

A Travel Blogger’s Guide to Off-the-Beaten-
Path Bali (Just in Time For Winter)
Text and photos by Justine Lopez
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BUKIT PENINSULA
Location: Southern Bali
Who’s going: Surfers, beach bums, ad-
venture seekers
What they’re doing: World-class surf 
spots, abandoned beaches, Hindu temples 

Most tourists that head to the Bukit 
Peninsula make a beeline for Uluwatu 
Temple, an 11th-century temple perched 
on a cliff 70 meters above the water. 
While I highly suggest it, the Bukit 
Peninsula is also home to some of the 
coastline in Bali, which is too often over-
looked. The peninsula boasts some of 
the best surfing spots in Bali. Suluban, 
Balangan and Padang-Padang to name a 
few. There are also some super-pictur-
esque and near-deserted beaches that 
are well worth hiking to, including Green 
Bowl and Nyang Nyang. Anyone looking 
for something a bit offbeat to do should 
definitely take a ride out to Melasti Beach. 
It boasts otherworldly (manmade) rock 
formations and breathtaking views of the 
ocean. An added perk is that barely any-
one makes the effort to go here. So you’ll 
likely have the place to yourself.
Pro tip: Monkeys abound on the Bukit 
Peninsula, so watch where you leave your 
stuff.

CANGGU
Location: Southern Bali (10km east of 
Seminyak)
Who’s going: Surfers, digital nomads 
and a lot of hipsters
What they’re doing: Great surf spots for 
all levels, Hindu temples, street art, excel-
lent and affordable restaurants and cafes 

If Balinese cities had a superlative con-
test, Canggu would definitely be voted 
the coolest kid in school. Yes, Canggu is 
touristy and popular, but it is also a way 
more mellow alternative to Seminyak 
and Kuta. Canggu is known for its numer-
ous surf spots, long stretches of beaches, 
green rice paddies and up-and-coming 
street art scene. Canggu is also becoming 
one of the top destinations for digital no-
mads in Southeast Asia. Hence the emer-
gence of ultra-hip coffee shops, organic 
and vegan-friendly cafes and dreamy 
(and affordable) villas. It’s no wonder 
that so many people come to Canggu and 
decide to just stay and set up shop. It’s 
definitely Bali’s next big thing. But for 
now it’s still refreshingly laid-back. 
Pro tip: Canggu has an impressive street 
art scene and the epicenter of it is at 
AllCaps Store. If you like street art, go 
there. 
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Knitwear is an irreplaceable weapon in your arsenal to combat China’s humid winters. Colorful loose-
knit jumpers, basic button-up cardigans or pullover crew neck sweaters with big and bold patterns 
are also a great component of a cozy layered look for the season. Here are a few of our top picks.

45R
RMB4,500

45rpm.jp

BEAMS
RMB540

beams.co.jp

 H&M
RMB799
hm.com

45R
RMB5,330

45rpm.jp

BEAMS
RMB1,450

beams.co.jp

ZARA
RMB359
zara.cn

BURBERRY
RMB7,300

burberry.cn

FOR HER

Stay Warm and Stylish 

With These Hip Sweaters 
Compiled by Dominic Ngai

FOR HIMFOR HER
ZARA
RMB499
zara.cn
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ARTS
Jersey Boys
Bringing the story of Frankie Valli and 
the Four Seasons to South China, p34

Maggie Cheung
P32

Bombino 
P36

DRUMROLLDJ AMADEUS
Talking House Music, Indiana 
Jones and Dumplings 
By Matthew Bossons

Sharing the stage with the likes of Swedish 
House Mafia and Tiesto, Dennis Ivanoff – better 
known by his stage name DJ Amadeus – is one of 
New York’s most notable house and progressive 
house DJs. In anticipation of his December 29 
performance at Fei, in the W Guangzhou, we 
caught up with Ivanoff to get his thoughts on 
music, Indiana Jones and dumplings.  

This is your second performance in 
Guangzhou this year, we take it you enjoy 
visiting the city?

I’ve thoroughly enjoyed each stay and each 
show [in Guangzhou]. From existing fans to 
those who are new to Amadeus music, yet 
come and party with enthusiasm. The W 
Guangzhou team is also super friendly and 
very hospitable from the top down. I haven’t 
always had much time to explore the city, of-
ten jetlagged off a long flight from New York, 
or catching up with work before the show. 
But I look forward to squeezing in some 
hours of exploring the local sights and sounds 
this December. 

On to music: at your December 29 show, 
should we expect a pre-planned set or 
more of a ‘go with the flow’ kind of perfor-
mance? 

I might think about the musical direction for 
the next show, but not necessarily plan an 
entire set list. It’s important to read the room, 
and react to the crowd. I will definitely adapt 
and switch things up for the audience. 

Tell us about your most recent tracks?

My recent single ‘Treat You Better’ with 
Richard Grey has been doing amazingly well, 
peaking at number four on the 2017 Beatport 
Charts, supported by numerous other leading 
DJs such as Yves V.

Dream hip hop collaboration?

Gotta be Dr. Dre or Jay Z, I grew up listening 
to their amazing music. NWA! I think Dre is 
a musical genius and his stuff is on another 
level. Jay Z is also on that level for me. Always 
loved his flow, lyrics and performance skills.

You have had the honor of playing the 
same stage as some pretty notable deck 
masters. Who left the biggest impression 
on you?

I would say that Swedish House Mafia and 

Tiesto were a highlight for me. It was very 
inspiring! Those guys are really talented and 
super cool. I played with Tiesto a few times 
and Steve Angello of Swedish House Mafia 
as they did their first-ever show as Swedish 
House Mafia at the best club in New York, 
Mansion, where I was a resident DJ for three 
years. I can truly say it was by far my best 
moment in New York as a DJ. 

Having Eastern European heritage, you 
must be familiar with pierogis. What is the 
best pierogi filling?

Absolutely. I am from Ukraine and we invent-
ed the pierogi. I love them all! My favorite fill-
ing is meat but you can’t have just one! I also 
love potato. Sometimes they put potato and 
mushrooms together, yummy! And for a little 
sweeter, dessert feel, definitely sweet cottage 
cheese or cherry filling.

Your thoughts on Chinese dumplings?

I love Chinese dumplings, ultimate meal 
every time. I live in New York City and we 

have a very big Chinatown in Manhattan. It 
literally feels like China when I’m down there 
and they have one of the best dumpling res-
taurants. I just love it! 

And now for a really random question: 
who is the more badass character, Indiana 
Jones or Han Solo?

Indiana Jones for sure! I’ve seen every 
Indiana Jones movie and I’m very embar-
rassed to say that I haven’t seen one Star 
Wars movie. 

And, finally, any surprises for Guangzhou 
clubbers at this month’s show that we can 
reveal?

They will definitely experience some brand 
new music and get a sneak peek of some 
collaborations and new tracks that will be 
released in 2018.

This interview has been edited for clarity and length. 
Dec 29, 10pm-late; RMB100. Fei, 3/F, W Guangzhou, 
26 Xiancun Lu, Tianhe District, Guangzhou 广州市天河
区珠江新城冼村路26号3楼 (020-6680 7825)
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WHAT’S NEW

Disney’s First Chinese-Language 
Rom-Com Debuts This Month
On December 8, The Dreaming Man (假如王子睡着了) hits 
theaters nationwide and makes history as Disney’s first Chinese-
language romantic comedy. First announced at the Shanghai 
International Film Festival earlier this year, the film is a co-
production between Walt Disney Studios China Limited, SMG 
Pictures Co., Ltd. and Shanghai Artrendwave Productions Co., 
Ltd. Directed by Wang Ying, the fairytale-themed film stars Jelly 
Lin (The Mermaid) alongside major Taiwanese actor Chen Bolin 
and Zhang Yunlong. It’s the first of what’s slated to be an ongoing 
series of Chinese co-productions with Disney.

HAO BU HAO

TRANSCRIBED

Hao
At their Firestone Literary Awards ceremony last month, 
the Tianjin Writers Association unveiled a snarky com-
mentary on plagiarism with their inaugural White Lotus 
Award. Named after an Internet slang term for an in-
sidious person who feigns innocence when confronted, 
the pseudo-prize was given to a novel-turned-TV show 
called The Princess Weiyoung, which is considered one 
of Chinese literature’s most glaring recent examples of 
plagiarism. The audience burst into laughter when the 
Association announced the award, and the RMB9,999 
cash prize was donated to charity.

Bu Hao
WeChat platform Yiqi Paidianying recently released their 
ranking of the top 100 highest paid actors in China, a 
list that highlights the gender disparity in salaries for 
China’s biggest stars. The peak of the list includes ex-
pected names like Jackie Chan, Chow Yun-fat and Andy 
Lau (#1-3), and the first 13 actors on the list are all men. 
The highest-ranking actress is Breakup Guru and Tiny 
Times star Yang Mi at #14. Despite being some of the 
most famous faces on the mainland and beyond, female 
megastars Angelababy and Zhang Ziyi landed at #30 and 
#34, respectively. 

“Life rushes forward like 
a carnival, which makes 
me deeply worried.” 

Novelist Mo Yan gave a rare appearance in Shenzhen last month as part of a series of book talks 
for the city’s Reading Month. Famed for his unique style and fantastical, allegorical novels set 
in the Shandong countryside, Mo Yan became the first Chinese writer based on the mainland to 
win the Nobel Prize in 2012. During his talk, the author touched on a wide variety of subjects: 
the power of folklore, the inspiration he takes from the local tradition of Maoqiang opera, and 
Singles Day, to which the above quote refers. His talk coincided with the e-commerce holiday, 
and he used it as an excuse to discuss how technology offers him “no sense of achievement,” 
admitting that he only learns “one-fifth of the functions of a phone” before the next one comes 
out. Mo Yan’s pen name translates to ‘don’t speak’ and his most recent novel was 2009’s Frog. 
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SINO CELEB

Maggie Cheung
Maggie Cheung’s backstory reads like a dra-
matic screenplay: born in Hong Kong and raised 
largely in England, as a teen she was discovered 
on the street while visiting Hong Kong with her 
mother.

After placing second in a Miss Hong Kong pag-
eant, her first taste of fame came from being Jackie 
Chan’s girlfriend. Well, sort of. In Chan’s hit action 
flick Police Story (1985), Cheung plays the long-
suffering sidekick to the death-defying cop hero.

After a series of similar roles in local produc-
tions, the almost-beauty-queen made the leap 
from low to highbrow starring in Wong Kar-
Wai’s critically successful As Tears Go By.

Cheung’s international art-house reputation 
really took off, though, with Centre Stage (1992), 
a kind-of biopic on silent movie star Ruan 
Lingyu. In the film, Cheung plays a modern-day 
actress struggling to immerse herself in the role 
of Ruan, whose own tumultuous personal life 
intersected with her work in uncanny ways.

For her sensitive, multi-layered portrayal, 
Cheung took home a ‘best actress’ award from 
the Berlin Film Festival, the first time a Chinese 
performer had ever won that accolade.

A broad variety of successful films followed, 
from brooding, beautifully shot contemporary 
romance In the Mood for Love to historical mar-
tial arts flick Hero.

Despite versatile acting chops and multilin-
gual skills, however, Cheung has never seemed 
interested in conquering Hollywood. In inter-
views, she’s cited “cliched Chinese characters” 
– apparently content to remain a Sino-European 
film icon, she turned down offers to be a Bond 
girl and X-Men character.

There’s one last twist in Cheung’s story: 
after being anointed Best Actress at Cannes in 
2004 for an English-language role, she virtually 
disappeared from the silver screen. As she told 
the The Independent a few years later, Cheung 
felt “fulfilled” after her Cannes nod (not to men-
tion an oeuvre of eighty-odd films) and plans to 
pursue other interests, such as music.

COLL AGE
E D I T O R . P R D @ U R B A N A T O M Y . C O M

From the hook-heavy hits of Jessie J to Jonas Seetoh's jazz-pop jams, 
here are our top 10 picks from artists playing in the PRD this month. 

Jessie J - Bang Bang

Flo Rida - Good Feeling

MC Jin - Learn Chinese

Wang Feng - 怒放的生命

Mr. - 森林

刘思涵 - 走在冷风中

G.E.M. - 泡沫

燕池 - 人海

Jonas Seetoh - 爱已不再

Lisa Ono - Jambalaya

Kind of like: Kate Winslet
Famous for: playing tragic 
heroines
See her in: Centre Stage 
(1992)
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Hailing from New Jersey, Italian-American rock group Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons rose to fame in the mid-1960s and landed in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
in the 90s. Their shining suits, slicked-back hair and signature crooning style made them icons of their generation. Hit songs like ‘Sherry,’ ‘Big Girls Don’t Cry,’ ‘Walk 
Like a Man’ and – one of the most famous love songs of all time – ‘Can’t Take My Eyes Off You’ propelled the group to the top of pop music charts and allowed them to 
sell hundreds of millions of records worldwide. The Tony Award-winning musical Jersey Boys, which debuts in South China this month, tells their story. 

I CAN’T GIVE YOU ANYTHING BUT LOVE (AND MUSIC)
Jersey Boys Brings the Story of Frankie Valli and The Four Seasons to South China 
By Zoey Zha

Very few musicals promise head-nod-
ding, toe-tapping entertainment the 
way Jersey Boys does. The Broadway 

smash hit begins in the early 1960s in 
Newark, New Jersey, where negative influ-
ences hinder the healthy upbringing of four 
youngsters. As narrator Tommy DeVito, a 
member of the band and a hustler with an ear 
for music, tells the audience, there are only 
three ways to break out of the cycle of pov-
erty in their hometown: enroll in the military, 
join the local mob; or, if you want to break out 
alive, try your hand at singing.

Enter Frankie Castelluccio (who later 
changes his surname to Valli), an incredibly 
gifted boy with an unmistakable voice and 
ear for music. After he joins DeVito’s band, 
they begin to make a name for themselves. 
Their careers took off in late 1965, when 
a talented songwriter/keyboardist named 
Bob Gaudio, who later composes most of the 
band’s hit songs, completed the final lineup of 
The Four Seasons.

In the China run of Jersey Boys, Gaudio is 
played by West End musical performer Matt 

Blaker. According to the actor, the scene in 
which Gaudio joins the group is incredibly 
powerful to him, because it’s the first time 
they make the ‘Four Seasons Sound’ that car-
ries them through the rest of the show. “It’s a 
raw and brilliant moment for the four of us,” 
he says. 

While their fame continued to grow, 
troubles kept finding their way into The Four 
Seasons, from financial woes to marital crises 
and personal tragedy. By the time the group 
reunites for their Hall of Fame performance, 
they are all vastly different men.

Originally played by John Lloyd Young, 
whose impeccable performance earned praise 
from Frankie Valli himself, the main vocal-
ist’s big shoes will now be filled by actor Luke 
Street, who faces yet another challenge in ad-
dition to working out his falsetto singing style.

“In the show, you’ll witness Frankie’s 
whole life story, as you can see him grow up 
from a 16-year-old boy to a 67-year-old man,” 
says Street. “And as I am only 24 years of age, 
this has been an enjoyable challenge for me 
to portray his development as a person.”

Hailing from a small town in the south-
west of England, Street says that he discov-
ered his love for music before moving to 
London to pursue a career in the perfor-
mance arts, just like the four boys in the show 
did in Newark, New Jersey. 

“‘Fallen Angel’ is the song that touches 
me the most because it’s about losing some-
one,” Street says, “I recently lost my grandfa-
ther so this song is close to my heart.”

As inspiring and entertaining as the show 
is, the story is hugely rooted in the 1960s cul-
ture of New Jersey, and will be staged by West 
End musical performers, which raises a slight 
concern as to whether all these elements 
can be adapted to the local market. However, 
the troupe might have something up their 
sleeves. Don’t be surprised if Frankie starts 
to sing ‘Mo Li Hua’ (Jasmine Flower) on this 
upcoming China tour in December. 

Tue-Sun Dec 15-24, 2.30pm/8pm; RMB399-1,299. 
Guangzhou Opera House, 1 Zhujiang Xi Lu, Tianhe 
District, Guangzhou 广州市天河区珠江西路1号广州大剧
院 (gzdjy.org, 020-3839 2888)
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Bombino may be the most virtuoso blues 
guitarist to come out of the Tuareg 
region of Niger in West Africa, but his 

name derives from a different continent all 
together: it’s based on the word ‘bambino,’ 
the Italian word for ‘baby.’ 

“It was the nickname given to me when 
I was a teenager playing in Haja Bebe’s band 
in Agadez,” Bombino explains. “His band was 
the best in the region and I was half the age 
of the rest of the musicians.  This is why they 
called me bambino; I was the group’s baby. 
It’s funny because one of the best audiences 
for me outside of Niger is in Italy, so there 
must be a connection there!” 

Before ending up in the region’s best band 
as a teen, Bombino first picked up the guitar 
at age 10, when his family was living in exile in 
Algeria due to the Tuareg Rebellion throughout 
the early 90s. Being away from home during 
this early period in his creative development ce-
mented his focus on themes of empowerment 
and hope for the Tuareg community. 

“Tuareg music stresses solidarity of our 
people, preservation of our culture, and also 
suffering, and these are things that were very 
relevant for me, even as a child at the time,” he 
says. “When you are away from home, there 
is a greater importance on practicing culture, 
preserving culture, so that it does not vanish.”  

Bombino first garnered international at-
tention with 2011’s Algadez, an album named 

after his hometown that brims with soaring 
blues guitar and his distinctively warm, raspy 
vocals. This record caught the ear of Dan 
Auerbach of The Black Keys, who teamed up 
with Bombino to produce the guitarist’s next 
album, Nomad, notable for its slick produc-
tion and psychedelic bent. 

The guitarist then explored a new direc-
tion entirely, partnering with David Longstreth 
of the Dirty Projectors to produce 2016’s Azel, 
a unique piece of work that explores a hybrid 
genre Bombino invented with his band. 

“Tuareggae is exactly as it sounds – a 
blend of Tuareg traditional music and reg-
gae,” he explains. “It makes me feel good and 
want to dance, so we started naturally flow-
ing into some reggae grooves on stage.”

This potent pairing of musical traditions 
that Bombino christened Tuareggae has led 
to his most innovative work yet on Azel, from 
languid, breezy songs like ‘Iwaranagh (We 
Must)’ to toe-tapping numbers like ‘Timtar 

(Memories).’
He’s currently at work on a new album, 

which will be produced by his manager and 
band. “The last two albums had big produc-
ers which was fantastic and exciting,” he says, 
“but for this new one we wanted to keep it in 
the family and do something more direct and 
pure.”

Bombino sings exclusively in Tamasheq, 
the Tuareg language spoken along with its 
sister languages of Tamajaq and Tamahaq by 
approximately 1.2 million people across the 
arid desert swath of West Africa. Singing in 
his native language is an essential element to 
the role he sees himself playing as a Tuareg 
musician in the international spotlight. 

“It gives me the most freedom,” he says, 
“But more important than that for me is to 
continue to speak and sing in this language in 
front of the world.  I am an artist responsible 
for protecting the Tamasheq culture, and our 
language is an essential part of that.” 

Even so, he also emphasizes starting a 
dialogue, and focuses more than other musi-
cians on making English and French transla-
tions of his work available – both in his song 
names on Spotify and the intros of his official 
music videos. 

“If I am just singing in my language and 
there is no opportunity for someone who 
speaks another language to understand what 
I’m saying, then there is no communication,” 
he says. “For those who are interested, I want 
them to be able to understand all the words 
in my songs.”

This desire to sustain a dialogue spills 
over into Bombino’s excitement for his debut 
China tour this month, for which he’ll be vis-
iting five cities around the mainland in one 
whirlwind week.

“China is a country that has always been 
mysterious to me, as I have not had an oppor-
tunity to learn very much about it,” he says. 
“I look forward to seeing a new lifestyle and 
culture, one that I have never been exposed 
to. I am excited to talk to people there, share 
experiences and have a real exchange.”

Split Works presents Bombino live in SZ: Thu Dec 14, 
8.30pm; RMB80 presale, RMB100 at the door. B10 
Live, Bldg C2, OCT-Loft, Xiangshan Dong Jie, Nanshan 
District 南山区香山东街华侨城创意文化园北区C2栋北侧 
(0755- 8633 7602, b10live.taobao.com); and in GZ: Fri 
Dec 15, 8.30pm; prices same as above.191 Space, 191 
Guangzhou Dadao Zhong, Yuexiu District  越秀区广州
大道中191号 (020-8737 9375)

BOMBINO
Saharan Guitar Hero and Inventor of ‘Tuareggae’   
By Erica Martin

“When you are away 
from home, there is a 

greater importance on 
preserving culture”
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THE 
COUNTDOWN

The Best Chinese Albums of 2017
By Erica Martin

6. 
Howie Lee  
Homeless
One of Beijing’s preemi-
nent electronic musi-
cians, Howie Lee explains 
in his album description 
that Homeless is meant to 
evoke “the sound of tra-
ditional China, dragged 
kicking and screaming 
into the electric age.”  A 
focus on vocals includes 
what sounds like scream-
ing pixies, spiritual 
chanting and distorted 
elements of Lee’s own 
voice. The album’s last 
two songs, ‘Muztagata’ 
and ‘Homeless’ are the 
highlights, moving from 
frenetic, up-tempo Asian-
inspired melodies into 
the haunting, spare finale, 
which evokes the empti-
ness of the album’s name. 
It’s a rare work of harsh 
and experimental music 
that remains addictively 
listenable throughout.

1. 
Re-Tros 
Before the 
Applause
The first album in eight 
years from this Beijing-
via-Nanjing trio is well 
worth the wait. Frontman 
and guitarist Hua Dong 
told That’s in April that 
the then-upcoming 
album would feature a 
“remodeled” sound, and 
the result is a riveting 
collection of explora-
tory songs. The album’s 
lynchpin is its second 
track ‘Hailing Drums,’ a 
9-minute monster that’s 
accurately named thanks 
to its hailstorm of percus-
sion. The band takes a lot 
of risks throughout (one 
track consists entirely of 
clapping and a cappella 
vocals), which pays off 
in boosting the album’s 
originality.  With sounds 
that span krautrock, 
punk, synthpop and 
(most of all) techno, it’s 
without a doubt one of 
the year’s most exciting 
releases. 

From experimental soundscapes to hip-hop bangers to emotive pop, we’re 
counting down the best records released in China this year. Read on for our 

top 10, and then head to the That’s website for the full list. 

2. 
Chui Wan 
The Landscape the 
Tropics Never Had
The third album from 
this psych-rock quartet 
explores a wide range of 
sounds and influences, 
from African folk tradi-
tions to Flying Lotus. The 
resulting music is dif-
ficult to classify, but un-
deniably appealing with 
its explorative, refractive 
psychedelia that’s also 
restrained and tightly 
composed. Working with 
Animal Collective’s pro-
ducer Rusty Santos, the 
band created a cinematic, 
sprawling atmosphere of 
noise rock that reveals a 
confidence in their aes-
thetic after three albums’ 
worth of tinkering. Paired 
with one of the strangest 
and most memorable al-
bum artworks of the year 
by artist Li Gang, the en-
tire project is a triumph. 

3. 
Faded Ghost  
Moon Mad
This meditative record 
is an unforgettable de-
but from Faded Ghost, 
who finally revealed the 
extent of her talent as 
a solo artist after years 
of impressive collabora-
tions and work under her 
vocalist moniker ChaCha. 
Featuring field recordings 
that the Guizhou-born 
musician amassed during 
her travels, the album 
consists of immersive 
soundscapes that remain 
engaging throughout 
as they move through 
rain sounds, meditative 
chants, upbeat moments 
of bass and ghostly 
synths. Dreamlike melo-
dies and otherworldly 
vocals combine to evoke 
a sense of wonder and in-
tercultural communion. 

4. 
Higher Brothers  
Black Cab 
2017 was the year of 
Higher Brothers. Their 
debut release this sum-
mer sparked a rise that 
culminated most recently 
in all the dates on their 
December China tour 
selling out within hours.  
Released on American 
label 88rising, Black 
Cab shines thanks to its 
catchy, bouncing tracks, 
relatable subjects like 
sex, convenience stores 
and video games, and 
perhaps most impor-
tantly, swaggering per-
sonas that come off as 
authentic. The acerbic 
track ‘Made in China’ is 
their most viral hit, but 
we prefer ‘WeChat’ for its 
off-kilter beat, prominent 
use of cats in the music 
video and anthem-like 
chorus, which translates 
to: “I don’t open WeChat 
to listen to your bullshit.” 

8. 
Chill Terrific 
& Wootacc 
 illtac  
As the hip-hip boon 
continues in China, the 
opposite side of the coin 
from mainstream stars 
like Higher Brothers 
consists of scrappier and 
more boundary-pushing 
MCs like Chill Terrific 
and Wootacc. On illtac, 
they rap in a combina-
tion of Mandarin and 
Cantonese over tracks 
meshing retro-future 
synth and boom bap ele-
ments, with a sprinkling 
of R&B in tracks like 
‘unknown.’ The standout 
track ‘taitule!!’ is deeply 
catchy with a funk-based 
backing track and ener-
gizing vocals. Released by 
Groove Bunny Records, 
an enclave of forward-
thinking hip-hop and 
sample-based releases in 
Jinhua, it’s a refreshing 
and irreverent piece of 
work.

9. 
Foster  
Parents 
Grim 
Signed to Guangzhou’s 
celebrated indie label Qiii 
Snacks Records, Shanghai 
duo Foster Parents have 
offered up a debut that 
revitalized the city’s live 
music scene. The songs 
on Grim aren’t actually 
grim at all; they’re nimble 
and technically impres-
sive with an undertone 
of nostalgia, but not the 
kind that takes itself 
too seriously. Quirky 
vocal samples and a hyp-
notically dexterous use of 
looping makes for a fully 
fleshed-out work that 
only gets more interest-
ing after repeat listens, a 
take on math rock that’s 
coolly technical while 
retaining a warm beating 
heart. 

7. 
GateToOtherside 
Dragon Bus 
Terminal 
GateToOtherside oper-
ates in a unique space, as 
they are a new band com-
prised of veteran Beijing 
musicians, including for-
mer members of Carsick 
Cars and a current 
member of Birdstriking. 
This may be the explana-
tion behind the strength 
of their debut album, 
which vibrates with life 
and pushes at the defini-
tions of psych-rock. The 
scratchy guitar and vocals 
have an undertone of ear-
nestness, and the songs 
are loose, occasionally 
gleeful and occasionally 
dark, but always with a 
freewheeling, psychedelic 
bent. The album begins 
and ends with a gong 
strike, setting up the bar-
riers of the otherworldly 
trip that lies in between.  

10. 
Perfect  
Handstand  
Perfect Handstand 
This quartet from 
Chongqing explores an 
elegant poppy sound-
scape on their self-titled 
debut. The singer’s 
buoyant vocals navigate 
a space of mostly indie 
dream pop that occasion-
ally veers into synthpop 
territory, with enough 
layers and variety to 
make for a well-rounded 
debut album. Though 
they appeared to pop up 
out of nowhere, Perfect 
Handstand is associ-
ated with online label 
and music collective 
Star Distribution, which 
supports a vast range 
of genres and locales. 
They serve as an excit-
ing indication that bands 
are developing their 
own sounds outside the 
Beijing-Shanghai circuit. 

5. 
Hai Qing 
The Flesh 
An inspired mix of art 
rock and traditional 
Mongolian instrumen-
tation, The Flesh is an 
impressive debut album 
from Shanghai-based 
Mongolian musician Hai 
Qing. Born in central 
Inner Mongolia, Hai stud-
ied throat singing and 
classical guitar as a child, 
but later fell in love with 
the psychedelic aesthetic 
of 1970s art rock bands. 
He combined these influ-
ences on The Flesh, and 
the resulting songs hum 
with originality and in-
trigue. The potent hybrid 
he created is on vibrant 
display in the standout ‘
放鸽子’ a swaggering 
blues guitar track drip-
ping with attitude and 
Hai’s unique vocals, be-
fore breaking down into a 
deconstructed interlude 
of flutes and fingerpick-
ing guitar work.
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To purchase these books, please call 
010 8200 5927

THE INTRIGUING SERIES
A Fun Way to Learn about Chinese 
Characters and Culture  

Intriguing Chinese Characters
In the development of Chinese language, culture has often 
played an important part. Knowing the cultural context would 
make learning Chinese language easier and more fun. Intriguing 
Chinese Characters presents some common Chinese characters 
and their cultural context through cartoons and photos. Delving 
into the origins of each word, from how they changed from their 
pictogram forms to their current state, as well as different ways 
and combinations to use these characters. The series includes 
four books with Chinese character subjects arranged in English 
alphabetical order. 

Intriguing Chinese Culture
This illustrated series introduces tra-
ditional Chinese ideas and beliefs that 
are relevant in a modern context. The 
series includes four books covering a 
wide range of topics, such as animals, 
legendary creatures, festivals, colors 
and numbers. Each story comes with 
a number of illustrations and photos 
to bring Chinese culture alive, while 
related phrases and idioms are also 
provided for you to expand your vo-
cabulary beyond its literal meaning. 
In addition to having English transla-
tions for each, the book also provides 
interesting contrast between Western 
and Chinese beliefs from a multilateral 
perspective.

About the Author
Y H Mew, MA (History), has spent over 
30 years publishing language-related 
books for young and adult learners. 
He is constantly seeking creative ways 
to present content so that readers 
may find learning more enjoyable.
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Outstanding Restaurant of the Year
Baia Restaurant. Bar. Grill.

Outstanding Bar of the Year
The TerraceChef of the Year

Antonino Scordo

Outstanding Club of the Year  
Pepper ClubPersonality of the Year

Shady Monkey Hip Hop

READERS' CHOICE - THE BIG FIVE

42 43

FOOD & DRINK
AWARDS
2017

2017 THAT'S PRD FOOD & DRINK AWARDS

The results are in, the votes tallied and the plaques polished – meaning it's now time to 
announce the winners of our 2017 That’s Shenzhen Food & Drink Awards! A big thanks 
to everyone who voted in this year’s competition, and a major hat tip to our fantastic 

sponsors: Hard Rock Hotel Shenzhen, Fiji Water, Asia Miles, Summergate, Vedett, Liefmans and 
Firestone Walker. We'd also like to thank the artists who rocked the stage this year, including 
Skezz Phonic from the Shady Monkey Hip Hop crew, Agaya from Shark and Swing Typhoon. And 
now, Shenzhen, here are your favorite bars, clubs, restaurants and cafes of 2017!



Live Music of the Year
The Terrace

Brew/Craft Beer Bar of the Year
Taps Brewpub

New Bar of the Year
Haploid

Italian Restaurant of the Year
Azzurro

New Restaurant of the Year
Bus Grill Turkish Steakhouse

BBQ/Grill Restaurant of the Year
George & Dragon British Pub

Southeast Asian Restaurant of the Year
The Terrace

Contemporary Restaurant of the Year
Shark Wine Lounge & Restaurant

Chill Out Venue of the Year
The Brew

Pizza of the Year
Giglio La Pizza... And More

Latin Restaurant of the Year
Latina Shenzhen Seaworld

Burger of the Year
Baia Burger Concept

READERS' CHOICE
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Cafe/Bakery of the Year
HH Gourmet

Organic Restaurant of the Year
The 7th Day

Cocktail Bar of the Year
Peacock

Al Fresco Bar of the Year
Perch, The Langham, Shenzhen

Event/Party of 
the Year
SZUMMER 
Pride 2017

Themed Buffet 
of the Year
Cafe Marco, 
Marco Polo 
Shenzhen

French 
Restaurant of 
the Year
La Maison

Lounge Bar of 
the Year
The Lounge, 
Shenzhen 
Marriott Hotel 
Nanshan

Japanese Restaurant of the Year
Kyoku Japanese Cuisine 
Restaurant

Rooftop Japanese of the Year 
Malt Oysters and Sushi Bar, The 
St. Regis Shenzhen

Healthy Dining of the Year
Panini Station

Date Night Restaurant of the 
Year
Grange Grill, The Westin 
Shenzhen Nanshan

EDITORS' CHOICEREADERS' CHOICE
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Seafood Cuisine of the Year
Blue Italian Seafood & Grill, 
The Venice Raytour Hotel 
Shenzhen

Chinese Fusion Cuisine of the Year 
Duck de Chine

Italian Fine Dining of the Year
Paletto, The Ritz-Carlton, Shenzhen

Time-Honored German Cuisine of the Year
Haxnbauer German Restaurant and Bar

Most-Anticipated Opening of 
the Year
Hard Rock Hotel Shenzhen

Variety Cuisine Selection of the 
Year 
Cafe Zen, Futian Shangri-La 
Shenzhen

Unique Event Space of the Year
Galleon Salon Fiesta, 
InterContinental Shenzhen

Sky-View Restaurant of the Year
Social All Day Dining 
Restaurant, The St. Regis 
Shenzhen

Shanghainese Fine Cuisine of 
the Year
Yuyuan Shanghai Restaurant

All-Day Dining of the Year
The Shenzhen Kitchen, JW Marriott Hotel Shenzhen Bao’an

Premier Performance Club of the Year
Dazzle Club

Signature Dish of the Year
Pork Knuckle (Haxnbauer German Restaurant and Bar)

EDITORS' CHOICE

48 49



Congratulations also to: German Restaurant of the Year, Paulaner Bräuhaus Shenzhen Shekou; Indian Restaurant of the Year,  
Kabir's Indian Restaurant; International Dining of the Year, Golden Bay Kitchen (Shenzhen Marriott Golden Bay); and Restaurant 
Ambience of the Year, Kitchencraft (Hilton Shenzhen Shekou Nanhai), who were not able to attend the awards ceremony.
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FEATURE

At the Youth Innovation Service 
Project closing ceremony on 
November 18, the first group of 

students to stand and present their experi-
ence raising money for GETCH Foundation 
talked not of their success, but of their 
failures.

They’d discovered the ‘dark side’ of so-
ciety, a student explained, while attempting 
to solicit support from various individuals 
and organizations in Guangzhou. Many had 
questioned the students’ motives, assum-
ing the donated money would be pocketed 
directly by the kids instead of transferred to 
GETCH, a foundation working to empower 
young adults with disabilities to obtain a 
more inclusive society.

“Regardless of how much you prepare, 
nothing in society is guaranteed,” concluded 
one of the group members in a refreshingly 
honest presentation.

She was one of about 50 high-schoolers 
to participate in the challenging three-
month service project, which saw stu-
dents from Ignite Academy and GETCH 
Foundation in South China work together to 
brainstorm ways to raise money on behalf 
of the latter organization. 

Other than receiving basic guidance 
from their three instructors and advice from 
local non-profit heads, the teenagers were 
largely on their own to develop charity fun-
draising strategies – hence the ‘innovation’ 
in the project name.

Most of the nine student groups set 

WHEN INNOVATION MEETS SERVICE
The Students Brainstorming New Methods to Raise Money for the Disabled
By Jocelyn Richards

their minimum goal for donations at be-
tween RMB1,500 and RMB2,000. And while 
some fell short of the mark, a few managed 
to surpass it, with one group bringing in no 
less than RMB5,500 worth of total dona-
tions in roughly 24 hours after releasing a 
‘mini-movie’ they filmed about the GETCH 
Foundation online.

WeChat – and the convenience of ask-
ing for donations via QR code – proved an 
invaluable platform for nearly every group, 
whereas offline charity sales of things like 
books, clothes, postcards and other hand-
made trinkets consistently raised far less 
than the students anticipated.

“This has been a really awesome experi-
ence,” Joyce Li, a junior, told us before the 
ceremony commenced. “I seldom did this 
kind of charity work before, and always 
thought it was kind of boring, but this has 

been very meaningful.”
Li’s group raised RMB3,000 total using 

the Chinese app ‘Easy Raise’ and through 
online sales of a custom-made sweatshirt 
they designed. 

Like the other students, Li said she 
and her groupmates struggled to find 
time to devote to the charity project be-
tween studying for and taking the SATs, 
TOEFL and other college admissions tests. 
Nonetheless, the nine groups together man-
aged to raise RMB16,357, or just under 
USD2,500 – an impressive feat considering 
the relatively limited support network for 
charity initiatives in the city.

While the project originally intended 
to encourage the students to get out in the 
community and meet with people of dif-
ferent backgrounds, it also succeeded in 
exposing them to the challenges of working 
in philanthropy.

“We may not have been successful this 
time, but this is just the beginning,” pro-
claimed the student leader of a group who 
saw a mere five out of 70 registered partici-
pants show up to a fundraising event she 
organized in late October.

“We will continue to work at this for 
years to come, to increase public aware-
ness about the obstacles facing disabled 
members of society and to make their daily 
commutes – and lives – easier.”

To learn more about GETCH Foundation and how to 
contribute, visit www.getchfoundation.org.
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Women’s clubs have a storied history: in the 
US, early organizations helped champion fe-
male suffrage and civil rights as well as health 
and environmental issues.

At their roots, the groups fulfill a basic 
need – to connect like-minded women, forg-
ing a community out of them.

In that sense, the Shenzhen Women’s 
International Club (SWIC) follows in the 
footsteps of its predecessors. The group was 
created early in Shenzhen’s history – 1986 – 
when five women began gathering for coffee 
and planning events.

Thirty-one years later, ‘Coffee Mornings’ 
remain a staple meetup for the group, held 
at hotels in Shekou and Futian District. 
Subgroups cater to various hobbies including 
reading, hiking, archery and mahjong, while 
regular outings expose members to different 

cuisines and cultural sites around Shenzhen.
SWIC is open to foreign passport holders 

as well as the spouses of non-Chinese citi-
zens. As a result, the membership of around 
200 is diverse, spanning several continents.

This past September, the group welcomed 
new members with Buck’s Fizz cocktails, a 
breakfast buffet and games in the ballroom of 
the Marco Polo Shenzhen. In exchange for a 
yearly fee, ladies get reduced prices on SWIC 
activities, free access to a quarterly magazine, 
discounts from local vendors… and perhaps 
most importantly, a sense of belonging.

Yearly membership dues are RMB350. To join SWIC, 
email communications@swiconline.com or attend 
a Tuesday Coffee Morning, 9.30-11.30am, at the 
Hilton Shekou or Marco Polo Shenzhen (every third 
week of the month).

SOCIAL SKILLS

Shenzhen Women’s International Club

AROUND TOWNCOMM
UNITY
DEAR JAMIE 

No Man Plan
Dear Jamie,

I’ve dated and beyond, but do you know 
what I realize after all? Men are abysmal! I 
don’t want to spend the rest of life dealing 
with their poppycock. But at times, I feel 
lonely and gloomy and I think to myself that 
I want a child – a mixed-race baby with a 
Spanish person, preferably. Is there a way to 
have a baby without being engaged in a rela-
tionship with a man?

-Lonely in Dongguan

Dear Confused,
The 1998 crime comedy The Big 

Lebowski is an exercise in brilliant plotting, 
idiosyncratic characters and quotable lines. 
In one scene, incorrigible Vietnam vet Walter 
Sobchak argues that the severed toe they 
have received isn’t evidence that a kidnapping 
is real. 

“You want a toe?” Walter says. “I can get 
you a toe, believe me. There are ways… you 
don't wanna know about it."

The message being: there are ways, but 
they aren’t ideal. Your fatherless baby is like a 
severed toe. 

There are ways – but let's not go into 
them. 

Instead, the bigger question is ‘why?’ You 
want a child because you feel bad, but do you 
have evidence a child will fix that? 

You name the absentee father’s ethnicity 
– as if your baby’s skin tone is a main concern. 
Sorry, but a child isn’t a fashion accessory.

To be blunt, you are being selfish by 
thinking of yourself first without considering 
the situation you want to bring a human life 
into. 

But relax: Dr. Jamie has the four-legged 
prescription for you and you can even choose 
the color. Get a cat. 

-Jamie 

Got a pickle? E-mail Jamie for a solution 
sandwich at Jamieinchina@outlook.com.

TAKE FIVE 

Siv Leng Chhuor

E D I T O R . P R D @ U R B A N A T O M Y . C O M  

What’s an average day like for a consul gen-
eral in China? This month, we were lucky 
enough to chat with newly appointed Consul 
General of France Siv Leng Chhuor to see 
how she’s enjoying life in Canton and what 
she envisions for the future of Sino-French 
relations.

What’s a typical day like for you?

There is no typical day when you are a consul 
general. Every day is different. My mission in 
Canton is to develop the longstanding relation-
ships between France and southern China, in 
all areas, including economic, cultural, touris-
tic, educational, scientific… and to support the 
local French community in both their profes-
sional and private endeavors. With that end in 
view, I have since arriving here been meeting 
with tremendous people. For me, meeting 
people and building bridges between different 
peoples and communities in this way I find 
particularly rewarding. 

China and France have a rich history of ex-
change. What are some of the French influ-
ences you’ve seen in China?

that relationship was decisive in securing the 
successful outcome of the Paris Conference on 
Climate Change in 2015 and the agreement 
secured there. It is important that France and 
China continue to strengthen their relation-
ship, so that together they may face the op-
portunities, challenges and uncertainties of the 
multipolar world of tomorrow. 

What do you like most about living in 
Guangzhou?

I discovered Canton when I arrived in 
September 2017. And it was a beautiful and 
lovely discovery. I like the boundless energy 
of this beautiful city. I like this mix of history, 
tradition and modernity. I like the hospitality 
of the Cantonese people, and their open-
ness. I like its gastronomy, so diverse and so 
authentic. A French starred chef told me that 
for him the two best cuisines in the world are 
French and Chinese, especially Cantonese cui-
sine. I would not contradict it!

If you had to describe Guangzhou using just 
three words, what would you say?

Promise, uniqueness, energy.

What immediately comes to my mind is the 
increasing concern for the preservation of 
heritage, a field where France has renowned 
expertise.

What does the future of Sino-French ex-
change look like?

Today our two countries are strategically linked 
in a global partnership. To give just one example, 
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It’s December. A season of reckless indul-
gence, (some) binge drinking, holiday 
debauchery… and plenty of fake news. No, 

I am not referring to a certain man in a red suit 
and white beard. He definitely exists and who-
ever says otherwise shall be banished to a tall 
castle in the far woods with seven little men.

A year ago, I had the distinct pleasure of 
teaching my 5-year-old all about dinosaurs. 
His response? “I love playing with dinosaurs. 
But dinosaurs don't exist, Mama. It’s fake 
news.” 

Hmmm… wasn’t expecting that one. Out of 
the 4.5 billion words and terms in the online 
site of Collins Dictionary, the term ‘fake news’ 
has been named 2017’s Word of the Year, with 
the website stating that usage increased by 
365 percent over the past year. Of course, it 
does help that it’s been widely used by politi-
cians too. Or just one in particular. Either way, 
it’s a disappointing social epidemic like no 
other. 

Here’s the lowdown. We live in a post-
truth, information-loaded society that has 
fueled the rise of exaggerations, conspiracy 
theories, hoaxes and misinformation. Both 
organically and through ads, information (or 
misinformation) is masterfully manipulated 
and presented to look credible on copycat 
websites and clickbaiting sources. And much 
to our chagrin, our current media ecosystem 
isn’t sophisticated enough, both in terms of 
speed and artificial intelligence, to fully deter-
mine otherwise.

Making matters worse is our dedication 
to share absent-mindedly: a recent study has 
suggested that most people just skim head-
lines and share articles before reading them 
to the end. Even tech giants Facebook and 

Google, with all their flags, algorithms and 
genius engineers, are still battling the rapid 
proliferation of fake news. Truth is, this is 
‘information pollution,’ as Mozilla so rightfully 
put it, and all the fact-checkers and bots in 
the world are simply not enough to stalk the 
Internet 24/7. 

So, what will 2018 bring? Can we ever 
quell fake news? Probably not anytime soon, 
say the experts. Maybe the best way to drown 
out these bogus stories and support true jour-
nalism is to subscribe to legitimate sources 
and check if others are reporting the same 
thing. The more, the merrier!

“News is not information, it is drama,” me-
dia scholar James Carey once said. Here’s to all 
the drama that 2018 will bring. 

London also shows that procyanidins in wine 
keep blood vessels healthy, thus explaining 
the longevity of the people from Sardinia and 
the southwest of France.

Reduce the risk of diabetes. A 2005 
report published in Diabetes Care found that 
moderate amounts of alcohol – up to a drink 
a day for women, up to two drinks a day for 
men – can reduce risk of type 2 diabetes by 
up to 30 percent.

Boost brain power and prevent de-
mentia. Researchers from Loyola University 
found that moderate drinkers were 23 per-
cent less likely to develop cognitive impair-
ment, Alzheimer’s disease, and other forms of 
dementia compared to non-drinkers. 

Reduce the risk of certain cancers. In 
low or moderate amounts, alcohol can actu-
ally reduce the risk of cancer, in particular 
colon and breast cancer. The antioxidative 
properties in wine help to also reduce risk of 
breast cancer, as explained in the Journal of 
Women’s Health.

Reduce stress and lengthen life. In low 
or moderate amounts, alcohol causes mild 
euphoria and reduction of stress. It allows for 
socialization and fostering of relationships, 
which is also essential to a happier lifestyle. 
 
The Takeaway 

Before you down an entire bottle of celebra-
tory bubbly, bear in mind that moderation is 
the key to booze’s benefits. That means one 
drink a day on average for women and two 
drinks a day for men (beyond that, you up 
your risk of a whole host of diseases). 

Certainly, you don't have to drink any 
alcohol, and if you currently don't drink, don't 
start drinking for the possible health benefits. 
But stay within that sweet spot, and the side 
effects of alcohol will benefit your body in 
some surprising ways. 

Stay cool, stay sober and cheers!

Dr. Adam Koh has over 20 years of clinical 
experience and is currently working as a family 
physician at Sing Health Medical. Open Mon-Fri 
9am-7pm, Sat-Sun 
9am-3pm; 2 Xiancun 
Lu, Tianhe District, 
Guangzhou 广州市天河

区冼村路2号 (020-3739 
2500, 020-3739 2566, 
www.singhealth.asia)

At the root of social anxiety lies the fear 
of being judged by others. Thus, writ-
ing an article that contradicts common 

sense and the mainstream media could be 
misconstrued as wanton in my health views. 
But, do take it as an alternative view, an ex-
plorative journey in the contrarian world (al-
beit, I have a strange inkling that some could 
find this article pleasantly informative).

So first, a disclaimer: when it comes to 
alcohol, the key is moderation. Don't start 
drinking for the possible health benefits. In 
most cases, it's safest to avoid alcohol en-
tirely – the possible benefits don't outweigh 
the risks.

Historical Advantage

Alcoholic beverages have always inspired 
strong opinions, pro and con. Humans have 
been drinking alcoholic beverages for at 
least 12,000 years. In earlier eras, Sumerians 
and Egyptians used alcohol drinks for their 
medicinal value and recommended giving al-
cohol to those who were dying or depressed 
to lessen their misery (today, to lessen our 
misery, we go to Bar Street).

Beer and wine formed dietary staples in 
Greece in the 1st century BC, which provided 
essential calories and were safer to drink 
than water. In Ancient China, since the first 
wine jars of Jiahu dating back to 7000 BC 
were discovered, alcoholic beverages are 
widely used as an accompaniment to a me-

GAN BEI! 
The Hidden Benefits of Moderate Drinking
 By Dr. Adam Koh

C O M M U N I T Y  |  H E A L T H

FAKE NEWS 
2017’s Word of the Year 
 By Lena Gidwani

E D U C A T I O N  |  C O M M U N I T Y

morial ceremony, offering sacrifices to gods, 
pledging resolution before going to battle, 
celebrating victory, marriage, reunions, fu-
nerals and festive banquets.

The Downsides

My patients frequently ask me if it’s okay to 
drink, and I tell them that in today’s world, 
when you can have Donald J. Trump as 
President, Bitcoin being worth more than 
gold and people driving trucks into crowds, 
I think it’s fine to drink. But in moderation, 
please!

Do not kid yourself. Alcohol can be 
abused. Binge drinking and continued alco-
hol use in large amounts are associated with 
many, many health problems and a host of 
unintentional injuries, from car crashes to 
domestic violence.

The social and medical implications incur 
huge costs to governments in the form of sub-
sidized health care spending and public secu-
rity. From an economic standpoint, it is there-
fore necessary to make ‘alcohol consumption’ 
seem derogatory. And yet, all important state 
functions cannot be officiated or celebrated 
without some form of bubbly.

The Surprising 5 Health Benefits of 
Moderate Drinking

Lower your risk of cardiovascular dis-
ease. Alcohol in small amounts can protect 
your ticker. Research from the University of 

“I drink to make other people more interesting.”  
- Ernest Hemingway
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(Supported by               and                     )

The 10th Annual Latin Festival 
 

October 28 saw the 10th edition of the annual Latin Festival in 
Guangzhou, which was organized by the Spanish Chamber of 
Commerce and La Cámara. With a unique and lively atmosphere cre-
ated by both the Latin community and local Guangzhouers, it featured 
exciting dances, live music and plenty of delicious themed snacks and 
beverages. Professional dancers and music lovers moved to the sounds 
of Zumba, and Afrobeats thanks to the performance from Maggie 
Dance Studio. Live music was provided by Ariel & Diana Musical Band 
during the event. 

(Supported by               )

(Supported by               )

Shenzhen Craft Beer Fest Sells Out OCT-Loft Jazz Festival 

Organizer Bionic Brew held the 3rd Annual Shenzhen Craft Beer Festival 
November 10–11 at Luohu’s Halo Plaza. This year's sold-out event 
brought together 18 Chinese breweries, six local food vendors and inter-
national DJs for an amazing weekend highlighting some of China's best 
beer.

The seventh OCT-Loft jazz festival ended with a beautiful melody from 
the Samy Thiébault Quartet. Twenty-five bands from 15 countries 
participated in the festival held at B10 Live. Highlight artists included 
the Yosuke Yamashita Special Quartet from Japan, Kalo-Yele from 
Switzerland and Mali, Sheep Got Waxed from Lithuania and Mamer from 
China. Flute player Lao Dan provided a new take on traditional music. 
Plans are already in the work for next autumn’s jazz festival!

Guangzhou Outdoor Art Festival 

This November, the Guangzhou 
International Outdoor Performance 
Festival transpired. There were nearly 
100 performances, including dancing, 
performing, drama, extreme sports, 
among others. The outdoor festival is set 
to continue in December and invites all 
residents to visit. 

Beaujolais Nouveau Shenzhen 

Once again this year, the French Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
in China, in partnership with the General Consulate of France in 
Guangzhou, celebrated the arrival of the Beaujolais Nouveau wine 
on November 16 at Sofitel Guangzhou Sunrich in Guangzhou and 
November 18 at Shangri-La Luohu in Shenzhen. The new red wine 
produced by Les Vins Georges Duboeuf and transported by Bollore, 
lured over 600 attendees in Guangzhou and over 400 in Shenzhen, in-
cluding the Consul General of France, Ms. Siv Leng Chhuor and the Vice 
President of CCIFC in China, Mr. Louis Houdart, for a tasting in an enjoy-
able and convivial ambiance. 

(Supported by               and                     )

Urban Family Halloweekend Party at Ascott Raffles City Shenzhen

Ten families of different nationalities joined a two-day, Halloween-themed event at Ascott Raffles City Shenzhen that featured a cooking competition. Each 
family were asked to prepared a dish, and a panel of three judges from Ascott tried all the dishes before selecting the top three who would win a one-night 
stay in Ascott’s properties in Shanghai, Guangzhou and Hong Kong. A special thanks to exclusive sponsors Fiji Water. 

CITY SCENES

(Supported by               and                     )

Oakwood Halloween Party  

To celebrate Halloween, Oakwood Gold Arch Residence Guangzhou 
hosted a fun filled Halloween party for residents on October 28. The 
international families in attendance admired the performances, en-
joyed fun games and indulged in a ‘Best Costume’ catwalk contest to 
determine the winners from the Families, Boys and Girls categories. 
Residents in the complex decorated their entrances to welcome the 
dressed-up candy-hunting guests.
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PRD FOCUS

Hosted by the China Hotel, A Marriott Hotel, the 13th edition of 
Oktoberfest in Guangzhou took place from November 8-11 at 
the the New Fa Center. The spacious hall saw staff dressed in 

traditional Bavarian apparel, while guests enjoyed free-flow chilled 
Hofbräu beer and a lavish German buffet.

November 10 saw CIEO Education 
Foundation’s Charitable Ball and Art 
Auction at Clifford Hotel Club. The event 

featured special performances by CIEO stu-
dents and Sunshine Performances Arts, while 
students’ artworks were auctioned. All raised 
funds were donated to Sunshine Performances 
Arts for children’s art education. 

The second annual Canadian 
International School English Language 
Learning Conference was hosted on 

November 10, with 700 participants joining 
the occasion. Head of School Lorianne Tenove 
welcomed the delegates, while distinguished 
speakers from China and Canada addressed 
the importance of a global education that cel-
ebrates diversity and inclusivity.

The International School of Dongguan 
held a conference for students and 
parents on November 3, where ISD 

senior Andy Song discussed the importance 
of following your passions in order to be crea-
tive. Song recently sold his scuba diving safety 
gear patent and donated all of the profit to the 
Ocean Park Conservation Foundation (OPCF), 
an NGO in Hong Kong.
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From November 6 to 8, CISG students 
in grades 7-12 boarded a train bound 
for Guilin for an outdoor experience 

with Alberta education, which promotes 
experiential learning opportunities for its 
students. This kind of education focuses 
on learning through experience or learning 
through reflection on doing.

An exhibition focusing on the archi-
tectural achievement in Poland was 
curated by Polish photographer Ewa 

P. Porębska at the EPC Art and Culture Center 
in Shenzhen this past month. Twenty-four im-
ages of newly constructed or revitalised struc-
tures were featured, along with exceptional 
sketches and drawings.

The second edition of Italian Cuisine Week, running from 
November 11-26, saw over 1,000 events organized world-
wide. In Guangzhou, food and wine tastings were held at pres-

tigious Italian restaurants in town, while cooking workshops were 
hosted by local and Italian chefs. 

On November 3, the British School of 
Guangzhou held an expo as part of Math 
Week, which focused on the exploration 

of mathematics in everyday life. The event high-
lighted STEAM-based learning in collaboration 
with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
and included students aged 1-16. 
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What first brought you to China, and why Guangzhou?  

I came to Guangzhou sight unseen in January 2014. My friend Will 
from the States was working here and encouraged me to come and 
try teaching ESL. I’d spent the last five years managing hotels in San 
Francisco and LA and wanted to try something different; it seemed 
like a great opportunity, so I took it. I thought I’d be here six months 
and then head back to LA and restart the grind, but things spiraled 
wildly out of control and here we are.
  
Was there any single moment or experience that really pushed 
you to open Tristan’s or had you been planning it for a while?  

I’d been wanting to open up a restaurant or bar back in California, 
but the cost of doing so was pretty daunting. I didn’t initially set out 
to open up anything here, but after about three weeks, I caved and 
really needed a taco or burrito. The only place at the time in GZ was… 
terrible. I mean, it was really the worst burrito I’d ever had in my life, 
and the most expensive.

My first Taco Tuesday, born out of necessity, was literally me, 
three roommates, and one roommate’s girlfriend; the next week, it 
was double the people, and it just kept growing from there until we 
took it to a few bars as a pop-up kitchen. The politics and logistics of 
using other people’s spaces is tricky, and after a while, my now-wife 
and I decided to open up our own place and do it my – er, our way.

Describe the process of ‘inventing’ a new dish and/or how you 
decide which of your creations make it onto the official menu.  

It usually starts with me reminiscing about a place I loved back home 
and then trying to replicate the flavors, or going way, way back to 
when I was working in food service back in Boston as a teen and 
remembering Abed yelling at me for making the sandwiches too big 
(whose sandwiches are too big now, Abed??).  I’ll get excited, go back 
into the kitchen and whip something up, then go give samples to cus-
tomers and see what they think. If people like it and it’s logistically 
possible, then we’re off to the races! 

What’s the biggest change in the F&B scene in Guangzhou that 
you’ve witnessed since working here?  

I’ve seen a lot more focus on smaller or mid-sized bars and restau-

TRISTAN SAPP
The Man Behind Guangzhou’s Famous Taco 
Tuesdays
By Jocelyn Richards, photo by Matthew Bossons

Known just as much for his killer burritos as his charisma, 
Tristan Sapp is the legend behind Tristan’s Calmex Restaurant 
and Bar, recently honored at our annual Food & Drink Awards. 
We caught up with Sapp this month to hear how it all began 
and what advice he has for other aspiring restaurateurs.

rants that have a special focus, whereas a few years ago, it was mostly 
big, mega bars that got all the attention.  Basically, that it’s maturing; 
people aren’t really accepting foreign places that are "good for China" 
anymore, they want places that are just straight-up good by any 
standard.

Strangest/funniest request you’ve ever received from a cus-
tomer? 

I had a couple gals come in on Valentine’s Day and ask if we could 
make a heart-shaped burrito. It was cute, and I wanted to make it 
happen, but after about 20 minutes of trying to figure out how to 
make a heart-shaped burrito, my chef Bill and I gave up and I just 
served them two burritos in a ‘V’ shape. That was the closest we got.

Any advice for other restaurateurs starting out in Guangzhou?

Before you pull the trigger on a business, make sure that your concept 
is sustainable – it’s better to start small, be swamped with business, 
and have to move up, than to have a huge place that you’re never able 
to fill up and have to move down (which usually means closing). Also, 
following trends is great, but that means that you are going head-long 
into competition and you’re going up against places that are estab-
lished already; never lose sight of or compromise on what makes 
your business unique. 

Tristan’s Calmex Restaurant and Bar, Shop 102, 168 Tiyuxi Hengjie, Tiyu Xi Lu, 
Tianhe District 天河区体育西路体育西横街168号102铺 (139 2608 0256)
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GRAPE VINE
We’re Digging:

We’re Done with:

THE SCANDALOUS SCOOP

Word that a Mr Chicken has taken up 
rotisserie residence next to La Maison, 
and the latter mentioned brunch 
menu’s smoked salmon switch up; win-
tery feasts leaving us well (read: over) 
fed; certain publicity shy chefs leaving 
the kitchen to make a ‘who’s who?’ ap-
pearance at the Food and Drink Awards 
(p42); bars and restaurants' lending 
time and space to raise mo’ money for 
men’s–health Movemeber.

Shuiwei’s ‘temporary’ food street 
shuttering taking on a permanent 
air; the drama surrounding a crafty 
beer switch up; crushing rent closing 
some of Shekou’s finer eateries; corny 
Christmas music mainlined into our 
brains by otherwise fine and favored 
cafes.

Established in 1992, Osaka has been around 
for roughly two-thirds of Shenzhen’s his-
tory. For a city where food trends shift with 
the seasons and restaurants are replaced 
at alarming rates, that’s an impressive 
achievement.

Osaka’s secret to success might just be 
its feel-good fare. The restaurant is an iza-
kaya, a Japanese pub that also serves a wide 
variety of dishes.

Not everything is amazing – the quality 
of fish in the large RMB118 sushi platter, for 
instance, strikes us as average. But decent 
ingredients in well-thought-out combina-
tions make most of the menu solid, if not 
downright delicious, choices.

A Kyushu pork bone ramen (RMB40), 
for instance, is served with a rich white 
broth and a few slices of meat that nearly 
melt on the tongue.

An RMB60 beef and mushroom rice 
comes in a scalding-hot stone pot with 
a side of peppery, slightly tart sauce. 
Sprinkled with fresh corn and slivers of 
green onion, it makes a satisfying stand-
alone meal. 

Green onion also comes into play with 
the crispy house omelet (RMB40), the sharp 
taste cutting through the light, starchy tex-

ture and small chunks of squid.
Besides food, prompt, polite service 

is another way in which Osaka excels. 
Customers may face a wait during the din-
nertime rush, but quick seating and refills 
make it more bearable.

It’s also a decent place to people-watch, 
when the mood strikes – from Japanese 
businessmen to couples out on date nights 
to chefs working behind a large glass win-
dow.

If you’re feeling especially expansive, 
bottles of sake and more are available for 
customers’ spending pleasure. This par-
ticular gastropub is more a family-friendly 
restaurant than late-night hangout spot, 
however – consider yourself warned.

Open daily, 11am-11pm; Osaka, 1F, Swallow Hotel, 
3002 Jiabin Lu, Luohu District 罗湖区嘉宾路3002号海
燕大酒店1楼 (8220 0364)

OLDIE BUT GOODIE

Osaka

E D I T O R . P R D @ U R B A N A T O M Y . C O M

Holiday Sauce Tang Ben Jia
COCKTAIL WHAT’S ON WAIMAI

Got the sniffles? Can’t shake a cough? Medicine has 
come a long way since heroin was touted as a cold cure, 
much like this month’s drink – the hot toddy. 

Once a British home remedy, you’d be hard-pressed 
to find a scientist that claims a dollop of booze will 
go to battle with viruses. Instead, the hot toddy is a 
honey-infused throat soother that offers a quick warm-
up against the winter chill – though the same scientist 
might mention your skin temperature will jump as your 
core temperature drops. Not so hot now, are you toddy?

Ingredients
8oz hot water
1 bag herbal tea
1oz bourbon
1 tablespoon honey
1 lemon wedge

Directions
1. Pour hot water into mug and steep tea for 2-3 min-
utes. 
2. Remove tea bag and stir in honey. 
3. Pour in the whiskey, add squeeze of lemon, stir and 
drink.

In-store, Tang Ben Jia is known for 
its deep-fried pork cutlets 
and unlimited shredded 
cabbage salad (which 
tastes better than it 
sounds). What you 
may not know is 
that the Japanese 
restaurant, which has 
outlets in Luohu, Futian 
and Nanshan Districts, also 
delivers a mean bento box complete 
with entree, sides and rice.

Offerings are relatively pricy for 
waimai, typically RMB39 and above, 
but still cheaper than a typical in-
restaurant meal. Options include, un-
surprisingly, a katsudon meal (pork, 
onions and rice with an egg on top) 
and a pork cutlet with rice and curry, 
for RMB42 each. A slightly healthier 
variation offers pork stir-fried with 
bell peppers and green onions as a 
main course (RMB39).

Two RMB39 fish bentos include 
stir-fried cabbage, lightly pickled 

cucumbers, seasoned rice and 
white fish that’s just the right 
balance of lean and fatty.

In case one box isn’t enough, 
Tang Ben Jia also has sides like 

a freshly made Japanese cream puff 
(RMB6) and a few deep-fried pork, 
chicken and crab dishes.

Packaging is reliable, generally 
preventing spillage. However, a few 
options like the ‘hot spring egg’ – a 
poached affair with a firm yet creamy 
yolk – is best enjoyed fresh, in its 
original restaurant setting.

Price: RMB40 
Good for: a balanced meal, deep-
fried foods
Search: 堂本家 táng běn jiā
Available on: Dianping, Baidu 
Waimai, E Le Me, Koubei, Meituan
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The Place
In the Coastal City area, the first-world quan-
dary of where to eat is compounded by over a 
hundred restaurants clustered in a five-block-
wide space.

The 7th Day lies at one end of this ex-
panse, its white interior attracting customers 
who like their meals both picturesque and 
palatable.

The sign over the door proclaims ‘healthy 
and fresh’ fare, while a wall advertises all-day 
brunch – everything in faultless English.

The Food
Despite the writing on the wall, The 7th Day’s 
Western food has a decidedly local flavor.

Exhibit A: the breakfast bagel platter 
(RMB68). While you can’t really go wrong 
with smoked salmon or scrambled eggs, the 
homemade bread underneath is soft, buttery 
and slathered with tangy ‘yogurt sauce’ rather 
than cream cheese.

A similar issue shows up in the mini 

THE 7TH DAY
Let There Be White
By Bailey Hu

TRAFALGAR
Pub Grub 
By Sky Thomas Gidge

pork sliders (RMB58), where sweet-tasting 
buns detract from juicy, savory barbecue and 
melted gouda.

What the menu lacks in authenticity, how-
ever, it makes up for in presentation. An in-
timidating green acai bowl (RMB55) is made 
appetizing with carefully arrayed toppings of 
coconut flakes, goji berries, strawberry and 
banana. You do have to remove a couple flow-
ers before consuming, but the overall effect is 
appealing.

The Vibe
‘Western’ restaurants may be a dime a dozen 
in Shenzhen, but The 7th Day’s focus on 
brunch – starchy setbacks aside –sets it apart. 
Plus, the white walls, floor, chairs and lights 
make diners look like they’ve ascended to 
a better place, where poached eggs and hot 
cakes are offered all day long.

Either reason could explain why The 
7th Day has earned a following among food 
photographers as well as office workers. Cute 
decor, well-plated food and eggs done every 

which way – what more could you want from 
a lazy Sabbath?

Price: RMB60-100
Who’s going: social media mavens, the 
health-conscious
Good for: all-day breakfast, lunch dates
Nearest metro: Houhai (Exit D1), 12 minutes

Open daily, Mon-Fri 11am-10pm, Sat-Sun 10am-
11pm; Shop 2C, Building B, SCC Building, 9 Wenxin 
San Lu, Coastal City, Nanshan District 南山区海岸城文
心三路9号中洲控股金融中心B座2C (8638 0028)

The Place
Futian’s Shuiwei neighborhood (technically 
a ‘village’) now boasts an Italian joint, a craft 
beer bar and an eye-catching fusion Mexican 
Restaurant – add to that a British-style pub in 
the form of Trafalgar. 

The ‘kind of’ franchisee pub is drawing 
on networks built around its long-operating 
Hong Kong cousins while inhabiting the two-
floor space that Godfather Bistro briefly took 
up. 

Solid, dark wood chairs and padded half-
booth seating make up most of Trafalgar, with 
the restaurant staff already greeting regulars 
by name on our visit – despite opening a short 
10 days earlier. 

Sports are clearly part of the appeal, with 
close to a dozen screens scattered through the 
bar and controlled by an ominously named 
‘matrix.’

The Food

Happy hour lasts until a late 9pm, though that 
means a discount, not the two-for-one glut-
tony in some other Shenzhen stops.

The RMB80 veggie burger doesn’t hide its 
green origins – a welcome change for vegetar-
ians, but a miss for carnivores expecting a 
cannot-believe-it’s-not-beef experience. 

Originally touted as a looker, the RMB118 
linguine seafood marinara arrived fresh – if 
not Trafalgar’s most visually appealing mo-
ment of our visit.

The Golden Mushroom Pilsner (RMB33), 
brewed by Trafalgar in Hong Kong, is a nod 
to the local preference for light lagers, but the 
malty, 10.4 ABV Sambrook’s Imperial stout 
has already become a favorite with at least 
one local suds sipper.

Add to that buffalo chicken wings 
(RMB45), Caesar salad (RMB40), and ‘bang-
ers and mash’ (RMB118) and you have a 
nicely rounded pub menu. 

The Vibe
It’s a pub. So the vibe depends on staff and 

regulars – and though it’s a bit early to label 
Trafalgar, the welcoming staff, video game 
room and e-darts upstairs make it a comfort-
able fit in Shuiwei’s burgeoning food and 
beverage scene. 

Price: RMB120
Who’s going: weekending Hong Kongers, 
home-hungry Brits
Good for: hand-pumped beers, happy hour 
specials
Nearest metro: Fumin Station (Exit D), 10 
minutes

Open weekdays 3pm-2am, weekends noon-2am; 102 
Qi Jie, Shuiwei, Futian District 福田区水围村7街102号
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The Place
In Hong Kong, this Japanese barbeque spot 
has a five-year history. Its Shenzhen incarna-
tion is located near the nexus of the CBD, 
across the street from two malls and the 
Convention and Exhibition Center.

A wood-paneled entrance leads to inti-
mate booths, private rooms and sunlit tables.

As J-pop plays unobtrusively in the back-
ground, we settle down at a low table and 
wait for lunch to arrive.

The Food
We start with nine free appetizers. The tiny 
dishes, intended for groups of three to four, 
come arrayed in a case and pack flavors 
ranging from mild tofu to pickled cabbage to 
sweet, lightly cooked cherry tomatoes.

The yakitori dishes show a similar level 
of variety and attention to detail, elevating 

BINCHO YA
Slowly, Slowly
By Bailey Hu

the once-humble street food to gourmet.
Two skewers of ox tongue (RMB48) are 
served still glistening from the grill, the tex-
ture smooth and pleasingly fatty, if chewy. 
Lychees wrapped in pork (RMB28) meld 
sweet and savory, while lightly grilled mochi 
cakes (RMB28 each) surprise with warm, 
melted cheese cores.

The seasonal Japanese chicken pot 
(RMB588), although flavorful and filling, is 
underwhelming for the price – stewed with 
veggies, the grass-fed imported fowl tastes 
almost exactly like normal chicken.

For drinks, we settle for a sweet Kyoho 
grape soda (RMB22), although we’re told 
cocktails, made at neighboring bar Men’s 
Club, are also available in the evening.

The Vibe
With its polished interior and 10 percent 
service charge, not to mention premium 
prices, Bincho Ya sits firmly in fine dining 
territory.

Modest portion sizes delay immediate 
gratification, instead creating a slow build-
up of different textures and flavors, while 
partitioned dining spaces lend themselves to 
business lunches and small get-togethers.

TOP LOUNGE
Looking Up
By Sky Thomas Gidge

Go through the hotel lobby and to the 
seventh floor. Now, down a hallway 
flanked by apparent guest rooms – 

don’t worry, you’re going the right way. Take 
a right, but don’t walk the stone steps over 
the pond! Instead, swing around the water, 
look leftward and boom: you’ve found Top 
Lounge’s cave-themed entrance. 

The cave-ness continues inside, with 
curved plaster walls lining a few small pri-
vate rooms and leading up a spiral staircase 
to a second floor of tables and a view of 
Futian’s surrounding skyscrapers where faux 
shrubbery lending an air of privacy. 

Kendrick Lamar raps about the street life 
while a 115-storey skyscraper scrolls politi-
cal slogans. We ask for a drink – something 
special.

That sees the RMB65 ‘qinggua yulu,’ (青
瓜玉露, not translated on the menu) served 
– though we spy some Gordon’s Gin slipped 
in, we’re told it’s based on the medicinal 
Chinese spirit jingjiu, though its fruity flavors 
hint not.  

Like all the cocktails we try, the RMB65 
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whiskey is also sold by the bottle (RMB600 
for Jim Beam).

Top Lounge is neither at the top of any-
thing (as the stunning view of skyscrapers 
won’t allow you to forget) nor is it a lounge. 
Instead, it’s worth checking out for the nov-
elty of the place: hidden in Futian’s CBD and 
offbeat enough for your friends to ask ‘how 
did you find this place?’

Price: RMB70
Who’s going: event attendees, in-the-know 
passersby
Good for: looking up, semi-privacy
Nearest metro: Convention and Exhibition 
Center (Exit E), 3 minutes

Open daily, 6pm-3am; 7/F, Jinzhonghuan Building, 
Jintian Lu, Futian District 福田区金田路金中环大厦7F 
(137 9827 8007)

daka (大咖) is on the affordable side and 
commensurate with the craftsmanship. 
The vodka, cherry brandy mix is served 
with small rose heads floating on froth. It 
goes down smooth to the 90s alt rock being 
played inside the bar’s imitation grotto.

A beer fridge stocks the usual – think 
Duvel and Hoegaarden (both RMB35) and 

In other words, don’t come here when 
you’re ravenous. Instead, bring a friend or 
four for a lengthy meal spent sharing conver-
sation along with choice tidbits.  

Price: RMB120-160
Who’s going: businessmen, Hong Kongers
Good for: grilled meat, multi-course meals
Nearest metro: Shopping Park (Exit D), 5 
minutes

Open daily 11.30am-2pm, 5.30-10pm; L120-121, 
Bldg 2, Times Square Excellence, Fuhua Lu, Futian 
District 福田区福华路卓越时代广场二期L120 L121店 
(8278 2760)

InterContinental Shenzhen unveiled its 550-square-meter and state-of-the-art event ven-
ue—Galleon Salon Fiesta on November 4, 2017. With the opening of Galleon Salon Fiesta, the 
InterContinental catering now has another unique venue in south China. The Galleon Salon Fiesta 
is an exact replica but double in size of the real Santa Maria, setting a unique and memorable 
stage for fascinating and different events in Shenzhen. The Galleon thrones on the 3rd level of 
the hotel with its upper deck superbly overviewing the famous Shennan Boulevard and the South 
China sunset sky. Galleon Salon Fiesta is the perfect venue for very special social events, product 
launches, weddings, cocktail & theme parties and meetings with a twist. Superb wine and dine 
offers amidst spectacular and unique scenery contribute to an extraordinary event experience.

UNIQUE EVENT SPACE OF THE 
YEAR: GALLEON SALON FIESTA 
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MIXY BAR
Sipper’s Secret 
By Adam Robbins

Are you satisfied? Probably not. In 
surveys of China’s happiest cities, 
Shenzhen doesn’t make the top 10. 

But the three friends behind OCT’s Mixy Bar 
want to change that. 

“We want everyone here to be happy,” 
says Planck Wu, the most recent to arrive 
from Shanghai’s sophisticated sipping scene. 

The RMB128 Old Driver, a cheeky take 
on a boulevardier, matched me perfectly. 
Peaty notes of Laphroaig whiskey found un-
common harmony with Campari, elevated by 
vermouth and orange bitters into an incred-
ibly balanced drink. The name refers to a guy 
who knows how to please a lady – and isn’t 
shy about sharing the secrets. 

“Everyone should be like that,” Wu says, 
with a swirl of his waxed mustache. 

Mixy Bar is dim and thoughtfully de-
signed with woods, leathers and glass, 
stocked with top-shelf ingredients infused 
by hand. And it can’t help but slip in a little 
Shanghai speakeasy sophistication. 

Designer, an apricot and whiskey wonder), 
then settle in to the chill soundtrack as you 
mix it up with your neighbors.

Price: RMB98-128 per cocktail
Who’s going: designers, whisky aficionados, 
thoughtful sippers
Good for: midweek drinks
Nearest metro: OCT (Exit B), 8 minutes

Open daily, 7.30pm-2am; 302 West Comprehensive 
Market, OCT, Nanshan District 南山区华侨城兴隆西街
2号综合巿场3楼西 (8670 1683)

The bar doesn’t fall for gimmicks like 
passwords, buzzers or secret doors (though 
it is hidden, three stories up, behind OCT’s 
Hua Living Space mall). 

It’s intentionally ‘underground,’ so as not 
to blow up, then fizzle out when the limited 
staff can’t keep up with demand. The ‘grand 
opening’ (and kitchen) will only arrive when 
everything is just right.

Find Mixy on a quieter weeknight, pick 
your perfect cocktail (or discuss something 
off-menu, like the RMB128 Salud to the 
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London Philharmonic 
Orchestra Concert

One of London’s greatest musical ex-
ports is touching down in Shenzhen for 
a concert set to ring in the new year. 
With a musical range comparable to the 
top orchestras on the European conti-
nent, don’t miss the chance to welcome 
2018 on both high and low notes.
Mon Jan 1, 8pm; RMB480-1,880.  
Shenzhen Concert Hall, 2016 Fuzhong 
Yi Lu, Futian District 福田区福中一路
2016号 (szyyt.com, 8284 1888)

 American Hollywood Film 
Orchestra Concert

This cobbled-together act has been 
conducting China tours for years – 
somewhat motley and certainly merry, 
they are known to travel without instru-
ments to save money, instead relying on 
local promoters to provide their tools 
of the trade. Come enjoy tunes you 
recognize – and a few you don’t – as 
clips are played on screen. You’ll laugh, 
you’ll cry, you’ll hum along to songs 
you vaguely recognize. 
Sun Dec 24, 8pm; RMB180-RMB680. 
Shenzhen Concert Hall, 2016 Fuzhong 
Yi Lu, Futian District  福田区福中一路
2016号 (8284 1888, szyyt.com)

The New Philharmonia 
Hamburg Concert

The orchestra is one of the most out-
standing of the new generation in 
Germany, with a focus on European 
styles ranging from the classical period 
to modernist chamber music. With 
more than a thousand concerts under 
its belt, the group’s purpose is to stir in-
terest in classical music among people 
otherwise not interested.
Mon Jan 1, 8pm; RMB180-1,580. 
Shenzhen Concert Hall, 2016 Fuzhong 
Yi Lu, Futian District 福田区福中一路
2016号 (8284 1888, szyyt.com)

Jessie J and Flo Rida Concert

Jessie J has been riding the charts since 
before her song ‘Domino’ became 
an international earworm, thanks to 
her unusual method of mixing soul 
and pop. Flo Rida has been bring-
ing Southern Hip Hop to the masses 
since his 2008 hit smash ‘Low.’ Now is 
your chance to see both superstars in 
Shenzhen. 
Fri Dec 1, 7.30pm; RMB480-4800. 
Shenzhen Universiade Sports Centre, 
3001 Longxiang Dadao, Longgang 
District龙岗区龙翔大道3001号 
(Youyanchu.com)

HEAR

We have tickets for both featured B10 Live concerts! Message our official 
WeChat account (ThatsShenzhen) three days before the show and tell us 
why you should win!

win!

We have tickets for both featured B10 Live concerts! Message our official 
WeChat account (ThatsShenzhen) three days before the show and tell us 
why you should win!

win!

 G.E.M. Concert

 Richard Clayderman  ConcertFazi  Gig

Bombino Gig

Not to be confused with the national socialist group of similar initials, this is a 
post-punk band formed in Xi'an in 2010.  Their press material says their music 
is both angry and calm and will cause you to have emotions – but a YouTube 
search reveals a band with a practiced sound and a lead singer with stage pres-
ence. Fazi’s new album will be available for purchase, including on vinyl.
Fri Dec 8, 8.30pm; RMB80 early bird, RMB100 at door.  B10 Live, Bldg C2, OCT-Loft, 
Xiangshan Dong Jie, Nanshan District 南山区香山东街华侨城创意文化园北区C2栋北
侧 (8633 7602, b10live.taobao.com)

Masterfully blending blues, jazz reggae and afrobeat with a twist of his native 
nomadic Tuareg people tunes. His career kick start began after a recording 
session with Keith Richards brought him stateside from his native Niger. In 
2013, Bombino released Nomad, produced by the Grammy Award-winning Dan 
Auerbach of The Black Keys. It debuted at number one on the Billboard World 
Music album chart. Come welcome him for his China debut. 
Thu Dec 14, 8.30pm; RMB80 early bird, RMB100 at venue. B10 Live, Bldg C2, OCT-
Loft, Xiangshan Dong Jie, Nanshan District 南山区香山东街华侨城创意文化园北区C2
栋北侧 (8633 7602, b10live.taobao.com)

MC Jin Rap

American-native MC Jin looked 
poised to make it big after dominat-
ing a televised freestyle battle state-
side in 2002 – but follow-up albums 
left fans saying ‘meh’ rather than 
‘more.’ The Cantonese king contin-
ued rapping and is now looking to 
make a splash in the Chinese market 
after being featured on a surprise 
hit Chinese-rap television show.
Sat Dec 16, 8pm; RMB380-980. 
Shenzhen Stadium, 2006, Sungang Xi 
Lu, Futian District福田区笋岗西路2006
号(8324 0623, youyanchu.com)

In 2016 G.E.M. became the only Asian 
ranked on Forbes’ 30 under 30 for 
music – an accomplishment suiting 
her career that first took root in Hong 
Kong before her popularity spread to 
mainland China. After her first album 
in 2008, she has been behind a string 
of hits, playing guitar and keyboard 
on stage. 
Sat Dec 2, 7.30pm; RMB380-RMB1,280. 
Shenzhen Bay Sports Center, 3001 
Binhai Dadao, Nanshan District 南山
区滨海大道3001号 (piaoniu.com, 8630 
8888)

Born Philippe Pagès, Clayderman en-
countered the piano early  in life under 
the guidance of his musical father. By 
the age of six, Clayderman could read 
music more adeptly than his native 
French. At the age of 12, he was ac-
cepted into the Conservatoire de Paris. 
He has recorded over 1,300 melodies 
and remains one of the most prolific 
pianists in the world. 
Sat Dec 16, 9pm; RMB280-1,380. 
Shenzhen Concert Hall, 2016 Fuzhong 
Yi Lu, Futian District 福田区福中一路
2016号 (szyyt.com, 8284 1888)

Wang Feng Concert

Married early and often, Wang Feng 
is a legendary Chinese rock musi-
cian and composer, with his artistry 
crafting a series of iconic Chinese 
anthems like ‘Beijing, Beijing!’ and 
other hits you can likely hum – if not 
sing. Recently settling into a role as a 
coach on the Voice of China, Wang’s 
popularity as a singer and guitarist 
has only grown.
Sat Dec 9, 7.30pm; RMB280-1,680. 
Shenzhen Bay Sports Center, 3001 
Binhai Dadao, Nanshan District 南山
区滨海大道3001号 (en.damai.cn, 8630 
8888)

Early Christmas Gathering   Party

Sea World Art Center  Opening Events

International School of Nanshan Shenzhen  Anniversary

Santa will be popping in to give gifts to children at this family-friendly event. 
Food will be available and live entertainment will be provided. It’s an excellent 
chance to network while the children get some holiday cheer. Reservation by 
phone required to coordinate gifts. 
Sat Dec 9, 1.30pm-8.30pm; adults RMB280, under 12 RMB140, under six free. The Westin 
Shenzhen Nanshan, 9028-2 Shennan Road, Nanshan District南山区深南大道9028-2 号 
(137 6017 9368)

Set up in collaboration with London’s V&A museum and designed by Maki 
and Associates – marking their architectural entrance into China – this new art 
center is holding a series of events open to the public. The opening day will 
include three exhibitions along with expert panels, guided tours, workshops, 
performances and outdoor concerts for all ages.
Sat Dec 2, 9am-6pm; free. Sea World Culture and Art Center, 1187 Wanghai Lu, Shekou, 
Nanshan District 南山区蛇口望海路1187号 (2162 5455)

Families of students at the ISNS are welcome to a ceremony marking 15 won-
derful years of providing top-quality Canadian-style education. V.I.P. guests will 
include local officials and school founders. 
Wed Dec 13. 11 Longyuan Lu, Taoyuan Sub-District, Nanshan District 南山区桃源街道龙
苑路11号 (admissions@isnsz.com, 2666 1000) 

DO
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The Grey Life  Stage

Swan Lake Ballet

Philharmonic of Wit  Concert

Romeo and Juliet  Play Fame  Musical

Filled up on holiday cheer? How about a free stage pro-
duction about modern-day consumerist unease. We buy, 
we consume and we remain unsatisfied as we destroy the 
planet – or so the play is introduced. Mamonahi presents a 
piece examining modern life’s more existential questions.
Sat Dec 2, 8pm; free. Shenzhen Theater, 1 Xinyuan Lu, Luohu 
District罗湖区新园路1号 (WeChat Martina_Magnifico, 185 1470 
0179)

This stately ballet troupe will grace Shenzhen with their 
technically impressive rendition of Swan Lake. Russian bal-
let is defined by clean and simple movements that manage 
to avoid robotic motions and Swan Lake is the seminal 
Russian ballet performance. 
Fri-Sat Dec 22-23, 8pm; RMB80-880. Huaxia Arts Center, 1 
Guangqiao Jie, Overseas Chinese Town 华侨城光侨街1号 (szyyt.
com)

This comedy project was created in 2005 in Poland to integrate classical music, pop music and 
comedy skits. Shows consist of classical music ‘presented in pop style’ to create a stage show 
unlike anything else in the world. 
Sat Dec 9, 8pm; RMB80-480. Shenzhen Concert Hall, 2016 Fuzhong Yi Lu, Futian District  福田区福中一路
2016号 (8284 1888, szyyt.com)

TNT Theatre Britain is known for bringing 
original musical scores to classic plays – and 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet is no excep-
tion. Expect the lines you know and love 
coupled with toe-tapping tunes and world-
class acting.
Sun Dec 10, 8pm; RMB80-300. Children's Palace 
Theater, 2002 Fuzhong Yi Lu, Futian District, 
Shenzhen 深圳市福田区福中一路2002号 (en.
damai.cn, 8351 3099)

Now in Mandarin, this musical got its start 
stateside, based on a popular film. Watch 
the tribulations and listen to the tunes of 
high school students readying themselves to 
pursue the limelight. 
Wed-Thu Jan 3-4, 8pm; RMB100-680. Grand 
Theater, 5018 Shennan Dong Lu, Luohu District深
圳市罗湖区深南东路5018号 (2590 6000, youyan-
chu.com)

TASTE

SEE Hard Rock Brunch DealFloralicious Tea Deal

Soaking up the scent of flowers with freshly brewed beverages is an original 
Shenzhen tea time experience. The Westin Shenzhen Nanshan and Flowerplus 
are proud to introduce the Floralicious Afternoon Tea at Grange Grill. The 
Floralicious Afternoon Tea is inspired by Flowerplus' floral artistry.
Dec Ongoing, 2.30pm-4.30pm; RMB198 for two RMB290 for two Sat and Sun.  
9028-2 Shennan Da Dao, Nanshan District 南山区深南大道 9028-2 号 (8634 8431)

Want free brunch? Jam out on the Hard Rock’s Fender guitar and you’ll 
be treated by Sessions restaurant at Hard Rock Hotel Shenzhen to a hearty 
American spread. 
Dec Ongoing, Sun 12pm-3pm; RMB208 per person. 9 Mission Hills Dadao, Guanlan, 
Longhua New District 龙华新区观澜高尔夫大道9号 (3395 2888)
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FIRST CONTINUUM IB WORLD SCHOOL 
IN SHENZHEN, CHINA

and caring leaders of tomorrow.

[e] admissions@isnsz.com

[t] +86-2666-1000
[w] www.isnsz.com

11 Longyuan Road, Taoyuan Sub-District, Nanshan District
Shenzhen, P.R. China, 518055

中国深圳南山区桃源街道龙苑路11号

The International School of Nanshan Shenzhen

At ISNS, we encourage 
students to explore their 

passions and become great 
masters in whatever field 

they choose!

Rising brilliantly as compassionate

Celebrating 15 years of excellence in education. 
Follow us: www.facebook.com/GoISNS/ @ISNS_School @isns_official

HK MO

HONG KONG & MACAU CALENDAR

DEC 8-14  
ALL WEEK 
2nd International Film Festival and 
Awards, various times; MOP50. vari-
ous locations. For specific programs, 
visit www.iffamacao.com.
The International Film Festival 
and Awards encourages the use 
of art as a tool for dialogue to 
freely share and exchange differ-
ent cultures. It also aims to raise 
awareness and promote the various 
aspects of Chinese language, East 
Asian and international cinema, 
while educating the public on the 
history of cinema. 

DEC 16-MAR 11 
TUE-SUN 

The Golden Parade – Imperial 
Weaponry from the Palace Museum, 
10am-7pm; free. Macao Museum of 
Art (www.mam.gov.mo) 
This exhibition showcases a total 
of over 160 pieces of weaponry 
and military equipment used by 
the Qing Dynasty imperial court, 
as well as paintings, daily necessi-
ties and articles of tribute from the 
Qing palace. Through the exhibi-
tion, audiences will collect some 
knowledge about the politics, mili-
tary science and imperial life of the 
Qing Dynasty. 

DEC 17 
SUN

Macao International Parade, 3pm; 
free. Ruins of St. Paul’s (www.icm.gov.
mo/macaoparade) 
As an annual celebration of 
Macao’s handover to China, Parade 
through Macao, Latin City, renamed 
as Macao International Parade 
this year, has attracted local art-

ists, residents, tourists as well as 
performing groups from around 
the world since it started in 2011. 
Showcasing the unique culture 
of the city, the parade takes the 
crowd through streets and alleys, 
bringing songs and dances to the 
city’s historical quarters. 

DEC 20 
WED  

Like Cat and Dog, 3pm&7.30pm; 
MOP180. Macao Cultural Centre 
(www.macauticket.com) 
Spanish troupe Theatre Animal 
brings laughter to audiences of all 
ages and cultures with this riot-
ous production that tells a lively 
story. With music scores matching 
the performers’ action, the show 
features animated characters 
drawn live on the screen before 
audiences.

DEC 26-27  

TUE-WED

Desires, 8pm; MOP150-300. Macao 
Cultural Centre (www.macauticket.
com)
Tango show Desires, performed by 
Argentinian dance troupe Estampas 
Porteñas, conveys powerful emo-
tions of yearning with an intense 
choreographic string of romantic 
songs.  Their performance takes 
audiences on a time travel, from 
the folkloric Malambo and Gaucho 
traditions (South American cowboy) 
to the music of the composer Astor 
Piazzolla. 

UNTIL DEC 1
DAILY

Bird Watching Festival. 10am-5pm; 
HKD30. Hong Kong Wetland Park 
(www.wetlandpark.gov.hk)
If Christmas events are for the 
birds, this wetland park has you 
covered with guided walks and 
‘various activities’ that will intro-
duce the look and habits of the 
park’s avian population. Grab your 
binoculars and head out to one of 
south China’s most exciting areas 
for birders. 

UNTIL DEC 2 
TUE-SAT

Celestial Cases: Antique Boxes of 
China, 10am-6pm Tue-Sat; free. Sun 
Museum (www.en.sunmuseum.
org.hk)
Quick! Catch this exhibition before 
it closes. In Chinese culture, it is 
believed that boxes symbolize 
happiness and wealth. Come see 
80 antique Chinese boxes dating 
from the Han to Qing dynasties. 
Selected from nine local private 
collections, they demonstrate 
the development of Chinese box 
making. 

DEC 15–17
FRI-SUN

Ink Asia 2017, 11am-7pm; HKD100. 

Hong Kong Convention and 
Exhibition Centre (www.inkasia.
com.hk)
See ink art through a range of 
media, including drawings, cal-
ligraphy, sculpture, video and 
installations. Ink Asia 2017 offers 
a variety of perspectives through 
which to appreciate ink art, as well 
as a series of academic lectures by 
renowned experts and artists.

UNTIL DEC 28
DAILY
Hong Kong Pulse Light Show, 
8:10pm, 8:40pm, 9pm, 9:20pm and 
9:40pm; free. Open Piazza at Hong 
Kong Cultural Centre (discoverhong-
kong.com/eng)
As part of Hong Kong’s citywide 
Winterfest, enjoy an exhilarating 
multimedia light show with 3-D 
projections music and more. This 
mesmerizing display will add a 
splash of color to the year’s colder 
months.

UNTIL JAN 1
DAILY
The Universe in Me, 10am-10pm; 
free. K11 Art Mall(k11.com/en)
French contemporary artist Nicolas 
Buffe combines augmented reality 
with traditional craftsmanship in a 
paper installation. It is paired with 
a series of wall art by local artistic 
duo Stickyline. Immerse yourself in 
a self-reflective journey in prepara-
tion for the New Year!

UNTIL JAN 1
DAILY

A Disney Christmas, 10.30am-8pm; 
HK589. Hong Kong Disney Land 
(www.hongkongdisneyland.com)
Be transported to a stunning win-
ter wonderland filled with yuletide 
carols, magical lights, shimmering 
snowflakes and other adjective-
noun combinations. Your favorite 
Disney characters will be dressed 
in holiday finery, with the entire re-
sort embracing the holiday theme, 
including nightly tree lighting 
ceremonies, a revamped menu and 
gifts for children.
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HOTEL NEWS
HARD ROCK HOTEL SHENZHEN 
Appoints General Manager Glenn Peat
It’s going to be a wild ride at Hard 
Rock Hotel Shenzhen as Glenn 
Peat has just been appointed to 
take the helm of the brand’s first 
hotel in mainland China, opened 
in September. 

The 20-year hospitality veteran 
was a chief commander at Hyatt 
Hotels and Resorts, where he 
brought forth a string of success-
ful pre-openings and restaurant 
refurbishments. With a wealth of 
experience in resort and luxury 
hotel operations in China, India, 
Australia and New Zealand, Glenn 
creates unforgettable experiences 
for his guests whilst delivering on 
the brand promise. 

“I am enormously excited to 
join Hard Rock Hotel Shenzhen, 
the very first Hard Rock Hotel 
in mainland China,” Peat said. 
“Shenzhen is a vibrant and excit-
ing city, and we are so proud to 
bring the unique Hard Rock expe-
rience here.”

ASCOTT RAFFLES CITY SHENZHEN
Opens Third Property in Innovative Shenzhen
CapitaLand’s wholly owned serviced residence business unit, The Ascott Limited (Ascott), is expanding its presence in China with the 
opening of its third property in Shenzhen. Located in Nanshan District, the city’s technology and industrial hub, Ascott Raffles City 
Shenzhen is part of CapitaLand’s flagship Raffles City integrated development – which also comprises a mall and a 23-story office 
tower. 

 “With the addition of Ascott Raffles City Shenzhen, Ascott now has more than 900 units across five serviced residences in one of 
China’s most competitive cities with high demand for accommodation,” said Mr. Tan Tze Shang, Ascott’s managing director for China.
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Scan for complete listings
Want to see all restaurants, hotels and more in Shenzhen? 
Check out  www.thatsmags.com or download our app by 
scanning the QR code.

FEATURED LISTINGS

EDUCATION
American International School, No. 
82,Gongyuan Lu, Shekou,Nanshan District 
(8619 4750)  
南山区蛇口公园路82号青少年活动中心 

Green Oasis School  
No 4030, Shennan Middle Road, Tianmian, 
Futian District. (8399 6712) admission@
greenoasis.org.cn   www.greenoasis.org.cn
福田区田面村深南中路 4030 号

International School of Nanshan Shenzhen  
A Canadian school accepting application 
for Pre-Grade 1 through Grade 12. 11 
Longyuan Lu, Taiyuan Sub-District, Nanshan 
District (2666 1000, 2606 6968). admis-
sion@isnsz.com  www.isnsz.com  
南山区龙源路11号 

Peninsula Montessori Kindergarten the 
Peninsula one, Jin Shiji Lu,  Shekou  Nan-
shan District ( 2685 1266)   
半岛城邦国际幼儿园 南山区蛇口东角头金世纪路1
号半岛城邦一期

Quality Schools International  
2/F Bitao Center, 8 Taizi Lu, 
Shekou,Nanshan District (2667 6031). 
www.shk.qsi.org  
南山区蛇口太子路 8 号碧涛中心 2 楼 

QSI International School of Shenzhen 
(Futian) A1, TCL Science Park, No. 1001 
Zhongshan Yuan, Nanshan District (8371 
7108) 中山园路1001号TCL 科学园区A1栋            

Shekou International School   
Jingshan Villas, Gongye Er Lu, Shekou, Nan-
shan District (2669 3669). www.sis.org.cn
南山区蛇口工业二路鲸山别墅内

Shen Wai International School 29 Baishi 
San Lu, Nanshan (8654 1200, www.swis.cn)
深圳外国语学校国际部南山区白石三道 29 号

HOTEL
Futian Shangri-La Hotel Shenzhen No.4088 
Yitian Lu, Futian District (8828 4088). 
福田区益田路 4088 号福田香格里拉大酒店

Four Seasons Hotel Shenzhen 138 Fuhua 
San Lu, Futian District (8826 8888) 
深圳市福田区福华三路 138 号 

Grand Hyatt Shenzhen No.1881 Baoan Nan 
Lu, Luohu District (8266 1234) www.shen-
zhen.grand.hyatt.com  罗湖区宝安南路1881号

Hardrock Hotel Shenzhen， Hard Rock 
Cafe Shenzhen，No.9 Misson Hills 
Road,Shenzhen，0755-3395 2888 深圳硬石
酒店  深圳观澜高尔夫大道9号 

Hilton Shenzhen Shekou Nanhai 1177, 
Wanghai Lu, Nanshan District 
深圳蛇口希尔顿南海酒店 南山区望海路 1177 号 
(2162 8888)

Hilton Shenzhen Futian Town B, Great China 
International Finance Centre, 1003 Shennan 
Dadao, Futian District  (2130 8888)  

福田区深南大道1003号大中华国际金融中心B座

JW Marriott Shenzhen No.6005 Shennan 
Dadao, Futian District. (2269 8888) 
福田区深南大道 6005 号

JW Marriott Shenzhen Bao’an 8 Baoxing Lu, 
Baoan District (2323 8888) 
深圳前海华侨城 JW 万豪酒店 , 宝安区宝兴路 8 号

Marco Polo Shenzhen   Fuhua Yi Lu, 
CBD, Futian District (8298 9888). www.
cn.marcopolohotels.com 福田中心区福华一路

Shangri-La Hotel East of  the Luohu Train 
Station, Jianshe Lu, Luohu District (8233 
0888). www.shangri-la.com
罗湖区建设路火车站东侧

Sheraton Dameisha Resort 9 Yankui Lu, 
Dameisha, Yantian District (8888 6688) 
盐田大梅沙盐葵路 ( 大梅沙段 )9 号

St. Regis Shenzhen  No.5016 Shennan 
Dong Lu, Luohu District.(8308 8888) 
深圳瑞吉酒店 罗湖区深南东路 5016 号

The Langham, Shenzhen, No. 7888, Shen-
nan Dadao, Futian District (8828 9888). 
深圳朗廷酒店，福田区深南大道 7888 号

The Ritz-Carlton, Shenzhen 116 Fuhua San 
Lu, Futian District (2222 2222) 
福田区福华三路 116 号

The Venice Raytour Hotel Shenzhen 
No.9026, Shennan Dadao, Overseas Chi-
nese Town, Nanshan District (2693 6888) 
深圳威尼斯睿途酒店 南山区华侨城深南大道 9026 号

The Westin Shenzhen 9028-2 Shennan 
Dadao, Nanshan District (2698 8888) 
www.westin.com/shenzhen 南山区深南大道
9028号-2

HEALTH
HarMoniCare Women & Children's Hospital 
12018 Shennan Dadao, by Nanshan Dadao 
(3339 1333) 深圳和美妇儿科医院  南山区深南大
道12018号 
 
Vista-SK International Medical Center Lvl 
4, Bldg 4C, Shenzhen Software Industry 
Base,Xuefu Lu, Nanshan District (3689 
9833) 南山区学府路软件产业基地4栋C座裙楼4层

C-MER (Shenzhen) Dennis Lam Eye 
Hospital 1-2/F, Shengtang Bldg, 1 Tairan Jiu 
Lu, Chegongmiao, Futian District (4001 666 
120, 3322 7188) 福田区车公庙泰然九路一号
盛唐大厦1-2层  

IMC(International Medical Center)  
serves the local community and expatriates 
from all over the world. We are proud to 
provide private, personalized healthcare for 
each patient. Our experienced staff  from 
Hong Kong, Mainland China and overseas 
provide comprehensive medical services 
including general and specialty outpatient 
services, health assessments, inpatient 
services and more. Scan QR Code above 
for more info of  IMC. 深圳市福田区海园一路，
香港大学深圳医院国际医疗中心 International 
Medical Centre，The University of Hong Kong 
- Shenzhen Hospital, 1, Haiyuan 1st Road, 

Futian District, Shenzhen （0755-86913388）

 
 
 BUSINESS

Regus Serviced Office 雷格斯服务式办公室 
• Flexible office leases from 1 day to 1 year 
• Quick and easy to set up for 1-200 people 
• Prices from RMB180 per month 
• Find more on Regus.cn 
• Tel:  400 120 1207 
1) Futian Anlian, 26/F, Anlian Centre-
No.4018 Jintian Road, Futian District; 2) 
A8 Building, 15/F, A8 Building, No.1002 
Keyuan Road Tech Zone, Nanshan District; 
3) Futian NEO, 44/F, NEO Tower A, No.6011 
Shennan Avenue Futian District; 4) SCC, 
7/F, Tower A, SCC Financial Centre, Junction 
of  Houhai Avenue & First Haide Avenue Nan-
shan District; 5) New World Centre, 23/F, 
New World Centre, No.6009 Yitian Road 
Futian District; 6) Times Financial Centre, 
14/F Times Financial Centre, No. 4001 
Shennan Avenue Futian District; 7) New 
Times Plaza, 3/F, New Times Plaza,No.1 
Taizi Road Shekou District; 8) Panglin Plaza, 
35/F, Panglin Plaza, No.2002 Jiabin Road 
Luohu District;  1)深圳安联中心, 深圳市福田区
金田路4018号安联大厦26层;  2) 深圳A8大厦,深圳
市南山区科技园科园路1002号A8大厦15层; 3)深
圳NEO大厦, 深圳市福田区深南大道6011号NEO
企业大道A座44层; 4) 深圳中洲控股金融中心, 深圳
市南山区后海大道与海德一道交汇处中洲控股金融
中心A座7层; 5) 深圳新世界中心, 深圳市福田区益
田路6009号新世界中心23层; 6) 深圳时代金融中
心, 深圳市福田区深南大道4001号时代金融中心14
层; 7) 深圳时代广场, 深圳市蛇口区太子路1号新时
代广场3层; 8) 深圳彭年广场, 深圳市罗湖区嘉宾路
2002号彭年广场  
 
China-Italy Chamber of Commerce 
Rm220, 2/F, International Chamber Of  
Commerce, Fuhua San Lu, Futian District 
(Tel: 8632 9518; Fax: 8632 9528). www.
cameraitacina.com `
福田区福华三路国际商会中心 2 楼 220 室

European Union Chamber of Commerce 
Rm 308, 3/F Overseas Chinese Scholars 
Venture Building, southern section of  High-
Tech Industrial Park, Nanshan District (Tel: 
8635 0920; fax: 8632 9785). 
南山高新科技园南区留学生创业大厦 3 楼 308 室

French Chamber of Commerce in South 
China (CCIFC) Room 318, 3/F Chinese 
Overseas Scholars Venture Building,South 
section of  Hi-tech Industry Park, Nanshan 
District (Tel: 8632 9602; fax: 8632 9736) 
www.ccifc.org 南山区科技园南区留学生创业大
厦3楼318室 
 
German Chamber of Commerce  
217 Chinese Overseas Scholars Venture 
Building, Hi-Tech Industrial Park, Nanshan 
District. (8635 0487) www.china.ahk.de 
南山区高新科技园南区留学生创业大厦 217
 
The American Chamber of Commerce in 
South China Rm 208, 2/F Overseas Chinese 
Scholars Venture Building, southern section 
of  High-Tech Industrial Park, Nanshan Dis-
trict (Tel: 0755-2658 8342; fax: 0755-2658 
8341). www.amcham-southchina.org 

The British Chamber of Commerce, Shen-
zhen Sub-Chamber Rm 314, 3/F Overseas 

Chinese Scholars Venture Building, southern 
section of  High-Tech Industrial Park, Nan-
shan District (Tel: 2658 8350). 深圳市南山区
高新科技园南区留学生创业大厦3楼314室

Morefoods No1,1F,Building A ,OCEAN 
city Garden,Shekou New Street, Nanshan 
District,shenzhen  (0755-8827 9078) 深圳市
南山区蛇口新街澳城花园A栋一楼1号铺  

 

SERVICED   
RESIDENCE

Savills Residence Daxin Shenzhen Bay  
1168 Houhaibin Road, Nanshan District, 
Shenzhen (2685 6688)  南山区后海滨路1168
号 www.savillsresidence.com   

Somerset Grandview Shenzhen  No.5 Xin-
sha Road, Futian District, Shenzhen (400 820 
1028) 福田区新沙路5号 www.ascottchina.com

FOOD & DRINK

 

The George & Dragon The quintessential 
British pub; good draft beers, ales, stout, 
cider, hearty pub food with BBQ's, screening 
non-stop sports, secluded beer garden. Your 
home away from home. www.george-dragon.
com. Email: manager@george-dragon.com 
3 Taizi Lu, by Minghua Lu, Nanshan District 
(Tel: 2669 8564). 南山区太子路3号太子宾馆1
楼后排3号商铺

La Maison is a genuine French restaurant in 
Shekou. It has a casual but elegant family 
style ambiance. We serve authentic home 
made French cuisine which we'll help you 
to pair with a selection of  wines, beers & 
spirits. Come on in and enjoy whether you 
are a gourmet or total new to French food. 
Address：  Shop 108, Nanhai Rose Garden, 91 
Wanghai Lu, by Fuwan Lu 南山区望海路91号南海
 
MAN HO Restaurant-introduces Special 
Cantonese Dish Shenzhen Marriott Hotel 
Golden Bay,33 zonglu Dadao,Dapeng Dis-
trict 2839 8888 深圳佳兆业万豪酒店 大鹏新区
棕榈大道 33 号 玫瑰花园 108 号 （ 2685 7030）

CLASSIFIEDS
JOBS OFFERED

Mobile Game company business development position.  
A NASDAQ listed Shenzhen based mobile game company iDreamSky is looking 
for an expat for one business development position, native English speaker and 
fluent in Mandarin a must, well versed with mobile games or business negotiation 
experience a plus.  Responsible for looking for Western games suitable for the 
Chinese market and contacting the game developers.  Our office is located in 
NanShan district, Shenzhen.  If interested, please send resume to Evan at email: 
evan.liang@idreamsky.com  

MOVING & SHIPPING   

AGS Four Winds is leading international moving company offers a full range 
relocation, moving, and storage services. Our global network of over 300 offices 
worldwide plus 40 years experience in the moving industry, we know your 
concerns and have the ability to serve you anywhere in the world.
We are FAIM & ISO 9001-2008 accredited, members of the FAIM and FIDI.
Contact us for FREE survey and quotation:
Tel: +8620 8363 3735/ +86 139 2277 1676
Email: manager.guangzhou@agsfourwinds.com
Website: www.agsfourwinds.com

Rayca Moving & Transportation Services
With 10 years experience, Rayca provides international, domestic, local moving 
services & pet relocation service. We can effectively move you anywhere at 
competitive prices!
You move, you save!
Service hotline: 400-048-9099
Email: info@raycatrans.com
Website:www.raycatrans.com
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 OPEN  DOOR

CAPTAIN V ROOM
Introduces Free Ceiling-band Workout

MR CHICKEN
Puts Shekou on Rotisserie 

LA MAISON
Switches up Brunch Menu

URBAN MOMENTS
Do you have party pictures to contribute?  Send them to us at editor.prd@urbanatomy.com and we’ll run the best.

MoveMber GentleMen’s Party @ shark CoCo Park, nov 17th 

Grand oPeninG Party @ Club dluzion, nov 18th

Knock, knock. Who’s there? 
Mister. Mister who? ‘Mr Chicken.’ 
Healthy – succulent and located 
next to La Maison’s prime locale 
– this hot spot is Shenzhen’s new 
chicken stop where friends of the 
fowl can grab freshly roasted birds 
– a healthy meal for the family or 
the city’s busy bees.   
Beside Shop 107, Nanhai Rose Garden, 91 
Wanghai Lu, Nanshan District 南山区望
海路91号南海玫瑰花园108号旁边 (2685 
7030)

You’re only RMB128 away from an unforgettable brunch, with a new expe-
rience available every Saturday and Sunday from 11am to 4pm, including 
smoked salmon and chocolate mousse. Add RMB10 to get a coffee or a tea.   
Shop 108, Nanhai Rose Garden, 91 Wanghai Lu, Nanshan District 南山区望海路91号南海玫瑰
花园108号 (2685 7030)

Spice up your workout routine with Captain V Room’s full body engaging 
harness-centric exercises. The workout combines dance, acrobatics and stand-
ards like planks and pushups as you are supported by a cord. Class lasts about 
60 minutes. Contact customer service via official WeChat (CaptainVRoom) for a 
free class. Final explanation of promotion belongs to Captain V Room.
6006 Shennan Dadao, 1/F Huafeng Building, Futian District 福田区深南大道6006号1楼
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One of  the old  dudes tha t  hangs 
out in your neighborhood will offer 
you a pet cricket. Accept this gift, 
and feed your cricket well. One day 
he will  grow into Shenzhen's best 
fighting cricket and be valued in the 
thousands (of RMB).

Gemini
5.22~6.21

You will get caught in a windstorm 
w h i l e  c h a s i n g  d o w n  y o u r  B a i d u 
Waimai order. You will never find the 
deliveryman. One week later, a box of 
shrimp dumplings and fried rice will 
appear on your doorstep. Accept it. 

Aries
3.21~4.20

On Christmas Eve, your air purifier 
will break, and you’ll have to Skype 
your family back home while wearing 
an air mask. This will be depressing 
as sh*t. Sorry.

Taurus
4.21~5.21

If you don’t stop showing up late to 
work, your coworkers will transpire to 
get you fired. The solution? Buy a real 
bike. ‘I couldn’t find any Mobikes’ is 
no longer an acceptable excuse for 
tardiness. 

Cancer
6.22~7.22

Your current love interest is thinking 
about moving to an apartment in 
Longgang. Do not let them do this – 
going long-distance this early in the 
relationship is a terrible idea, and we 
both know you never leave Shekou. 

Libra
9.24~10.23

Be careful  not to shout too many 
rounds at your Christmas office party 
– everyone knows you’re generous, 
but all  that holiday shopping (for 
yourself) at KK One has left you too 
poor to function.

Leo
7.23~8.23

Nobody will turn up to your ‘Virgo 
Mary’ party – it’s not you, it’s your 
cold AF urban village house. Which, by 
the way, is going to get destroyed in 
January, so you better start looking for 
an apartment now.

Virgo
8.24~9.23

You forgot to renew your passport 
and will be stuck in Hong Kong over 
the holidays. Go to LKF instead, but 
beware of the restaurant with the 
longest line and only drink cocktails 
with your misery.

Pisces
2.20~3.20

You “forget” to buy presents for your 
significant other for the third year 
in a row and make things worse by 
telling them to go jump off a bridge 
into Shenzhen Bay. Ice-cold, Scorpio, 
ice-cold.

Scorpio
10.24~11.22

It’s ball season and you’ve spent over 
RMB3,000 on tickets for you and 
your friends. Only one problem – you’ll 
come down with a horrible flu the day 
of, and will need to find a replacement. 
Accept all invitations to 400-member 
group chats in anticipation of this day.

Aquarius
1.21~2.19

If you travel over Christmas, your 
Chinese boss will send you multiple 
60-second voice messages on WeChat 
that  may or  may not  contain  the 
words ‘laowai’ and ‘fired.’ Book tickets 
anyway.

Sagittarius
11.23~12.21

Something unexpected will happen 
to you on New Year’s Eve ( if  your 
birthday falls on this date, give or 
take five days, the likelihood it is 
something bad increases).  Do not 
accept any taxi fapiao.

Capricorn
12.22~1.20

That’s 

Shenzhen
DECEMBER

Finally, a horoscope that understands your life in Shenzhen. 
BY DOMINIQUE WONG AND NOELLE MATEER

Horoscopes
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