
ThaT’s suzhou 
is Here!





Th
aT’s

 su
zh

ou 

is 
Her

e!

shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou, shenzhen, Tianjin… 
and now suzhou. We’re proud to announce that we are 
adding a suzhou section to Thatsmags.com and That’s 
App, launching That’s suzhou WeChat and of course 
adding this section to the magazine that you are reading 
right now. Here’s what to expect…

Events
Are you a suzhou business 
owner, promoter or event or-
ganizer who wants to spread 
news of your get-togethers 
as widely as possible? Look 
no further than the suzhou 
events Calendars in our 
magazine, on our website and 
App. Not only can you show-
case your event to the world, 
but if you do it early enough, 
you can also be included in 
our event roundups. We list 
all upcoming public events, 
exhibitions, promotions and 
deals. Want to 
upload an event? 
it is free of charge. 
Find out how to by 
scanning the Qr 
code.

Listings 
Directory
We have listings for more 
than 15,000 restaurants, bars, 
clubs, theaters, galleries, 
schools, gyms, studios, stores 
and more across the country, 
and our suzhou Directory is 
growing fast. That’s venue list-
ings contain addresses, open-
ing hours, contact details 
and descriptions, as well as 
useful taxi printout and map 
functions. Want to upload a 
listing? it is also 
free of charge. 
Find out how to 
by scanning the 
Qr code.

News & 
Features
We’ll be checking out the 
newest and the best that 
suzhou has to offer – from 
restaurants and nightlife, art 
and culture, fitness to spas 
– as well as talking to the 
diverse people who make 
suzhou the city it is. And, 
as always, we’ll be deliver-
ing daily news from around 
suzhou, and around China! Giveaways

We’ll be partnering with the 
very best places in town to 
offer you, our dear users, 
access to the suzhou good 
life. We’re talking meals, 
spas, tickets... the very keys 
to the city.
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CoCo 
AlbotA 
Going, Going...  
but Not Gone
By Ned Kelly

romanian native Coco Albota has been 
an ambassador for interNations suzhou 
for nearly two years. As her time comes 
to an end and she readies herself to 
pass on the baton, we asked her what it 
was like to be the heartbeat according 
to which all of suzhou runs.

you are from Transylvania in Romania. 
What brought you to China?

Officially, school. I arrived in Suzhou in 2014, 
for a one-year exchange master’s program 
at the French-Chinese institute. That was the 
excuse. The real reason? A need for new be-
ginnings, challenges and opportunities. Just 
a month ago started a new job as an F&B 
Marketing Manager for Crowne Plaza suzhou, 
a great opportunity that i am planning to 
make the most of!

how did you come to be involved in 
InterNations suzhou?

I attended my first InterNations event when 
i was a student in suzhou, looking for op-
portunities to network. By my third event, i 
received a job offer from a fellow guest. And 
when I returned for work in 2015, the com-
munity was looking for ambassadors. The 
title is more pompous than the role, but it’s 
is a good tease to start a conversation. The 
main responsibility is to organize one monthly 
event in the city where expats get to meet 
each other, network and interact (locals are of 
course welcome too). 

During these almost two years we man-
aged to double and sometimes even triple 
the number of attendees, find sponsors who 
provided us vouchers for every event, and 
host our events at the city’s best hotels and 
restaurants, while negotiating a good deal for 
those attending.

What has been the most memorable 
event?

Hard to choose, i put a lot of heart in each 
and every one! Maybe the one last year in 
Carumba Bar at the interContinental suzhou. 
Around 80 people registered, but 101 
showed up. it was the biggest one so far and 
we had an amazing Latino band playing live, 
it was a hot summer evening – everything just 
matched!

But for me, interNations means so much 
more. it gave me the opportunity to get to 
know so many amazing professionals from all 
fields of work, but also some of those who, 
in time, became my best friends here. it also 
opened a lot of doors, professionally. 

i am very happy that people in suzhou 
know me as the one who make connections 
between people. And it is not only about 
business. i get introduced to so many new 
suzhou expats who want to know where can 
they meet the italian community, join a salsa 
party or have a veggie burger. seeing them 
after a couple of months, settled in suzhou 
and feeling at home, and knowing that i 
played a small part – that’s amazing.

so which places do you recommend?

i love the el Luchador beans burrito, the 
live music in Feeling Bar 188 and the long 
evenings dancing in Hemingway and Pravda. 
But suzhou has a place for everyone – artsy 
people go to Locke Pub, cocktail lovers to 

Lunghezza. Because i work late evenings, i 
try to put together some awesome parties, 
a great excuse to get my friends to Mariana, 
our hotel bar, where we can enjoy cocktails 
and listen to live piano music. Talk about mix-
ing work with pleasure.

Can anyone join InterNations suzhou?

Of course! All you need to do is make an ac-
count on www.internations.org. By joining 
online you have access to a forum with lots of 
useful advice and you receive an email every 
time a new event is set to happen. While 
most of our members live in suzhou, we had 
guests coming to our events from neighbor-
ing cities – Changshu, Wuxi, Kunshan. 

What next, now your time as ambassador 
has come to an end?

interNations suzhou is still very much alive. 
The HQ in Germany is currently recruiting 
new ambassadors and they will have our full 
support. This is a volunteering position which 
requires a couple of hours of work every 
month – finding a venue, negotiating a deal, 
promoting the event – but the personal re-
wards are, as i mentioned, very special.  

As for me, i am focusing on my new job, 
trying to learn as much as i can so i can!

Register for InterNations Suzhou at  
www.internations.org

s u z h o u
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Locke Pub Suzhou
A Charming Hipster-y Spot at iStation
By Luke Sheehan

Many try to create a ‘community’ feel-
ing in their bar, but with too much 
clamor, you’d want to run out the 

door; and if there’s not enough life, you won’t 
come back. With suzhou’s Locke Pub, the 
boss’ touch is what makes it all work. 

Guangdong native Fannings (aka Fan 
Yuzhou) ran Locke out of the canal-side street 
of Pingjiang for several years before decid-
ing on this puzzling part of suzhou industrial 
Park. in this hobbit hole at the back of the 
amphitheater-like space beneath the lofty 
expo Center, you can feel a freedom and 
even serenity, like overhearing music played 
at just the right volume. Musicians from the 
orchestra pass by after their shows. This is 
where Fannings has gone to work on making 
a place with a special appeal.

Fannings’ style around drink, food and 
social life balances regular peacefulness with 
inventive action and noisy fun. The décor re-
minds us of the ‘other place’ from Twin Peaks: 

there’s a tiled checkered floor, deep red 
curtains, a low stage, and soft lights. Good 
books line the walls. They do Movie Nights, 
switching between cult films and your favorite 
HBO shows. The music lulls and never in-
trudes on conversation, unless it’s one of their 
juicy musical events. The constant flow of 
quirky events shows real promotional smarts: 
Open mics, art, Friday-night DJs, virtual golf, 
consciousness raising events and more tum-
ble forth.

Drinks come from a few well-chosen fami-
lies: local brewer Mr Drunk does as delicious 
a iPA and Hefeweizen as we’ve had (mostly 
rMB50 per pint). GnTs made with house-
infused gins are also a popular start to the 
evening (RMB45). Fannings, or her constant 
bar-side companion, Australian wine expert 
Chris Carter, will make you a personalized 
concoction (RMB45-60). 

For food, the Brit or Gael among you will 
be warmed to see a menu based on cheese 

toasties, excellent in winter with a draught 
Guinness and a dipping bath of extra mustard 
(from RMB25). The resident Australian has 
made sure to install a barbecue as well, and 
you can count on quality grilled meat once a 
week. 

At the hipster-y yet humble Locke, both 
the low-key conversational volume you want 
in a ‘pub’ and the loud fun you want from 
a ‘venue’ are done with good taste and pa-
nache. 

D10, iStation Plaza, 1 Guanfeng Jie, by Baita Dong 
Lu 观枫街1号文博广场D10, 近白塔东路 (186 6229 
1374)

W Suzhou 
embracing modernity and heritage 

Perched along the banks of the Jinji 
Lake, W Suzhou – owned by Suzhou 
Industrial Park Jinji Lake Urban 

Development – offers visitors the perfect 
getaway from the hustle and bustle of the city. 
And with its prime location, all of the beauti-
ful attractions Suzhou has to offer are all 
within walking distance along the lake’s edge.

By carefully noting the city’s intimate 
relationship with its history and nature – a 
city which proudly boasts many UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites – the construction of W 
Suzhou perfectly balances this understanding 
by contrast as a new centerpiece of urban ar-
chitecture; embodying a modern take on this 
architectural heritage.

Designed by the Rockwell Group, the 
influence of this historic and natural connec-
tion is evident throughout the hotel’s design 
with the reinterpretations of lakes, rocks, 
pavilions and gates as levitating elements 
woven throughout the hotel. Boasting 379 
guestrooms and suites with11 different room 
types, W Suzhou also features 60 serviced 
residences ranging from one, two or three-
bedroom units.

With four restaurants and bars, W 
Suzhou has some mouth-watering culinary 
delights to offer guests along with spectacu-
lar views of the Jinji Lake. Most notable is 
the city’s first authentic Spanish restaurant, 
Toro Loco, which is located on the 37th and 

38th floors. Meanwhile there is also Su Yan, a 
Chinese fine dining restaurant that serves up 
Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Chaozhou cuisines and 
promises an immersive arrival experience 
referencing the local silk trade.

Taking center stage at W Suzhou on the 
bar front is WOOBAR. With a daytime lounge 
available for more than 180 guests, the bar 
offers an ideal location for casual business 
meetings or daytime socializing. But once 
the sun goes down, the space transforms into 
a vibrant cocktail bar, which is serviced by 
the eclectic stylings of two DJ stages. With 
the WOOBAR Garden, a selection of specialty 
drinks are also offered on site of the outdoor 
patio that can also be enjoyed on warm sum-
mer evenings.

Recreationally, there’s plenty to do at W 
Suzhou. Available way up on the 36th floor 
is Suzhou’s highest swimming pool at WET®, 
or if in need of a quick work out then the FIT 
gym is kitted out with the latest TechnoGym 
equipment. Although if checked-in on holiday, 
the AWAY® Spa offers pampering of the high-
est order for the utmost in relaxation pur-
poses, all with the aid of Givenchy amenities. 
After indulging in any of these state of the art 
facilities, the Detox Beauty Bar is ideal at 
offering guests a range of nutritious food and 
drinks options to continue that health kick.

W Suzhou, Suzhou Industrial Park, Building 7, 
Suzhou Center, Xinggang Jie, by Suhui Lu 苏州市苏
州中心7号楼, 苏州工业园区星港街,近苏惠路 (512 6988 
7777)
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  Camel Pub Quiz
Every Tuesday, James Brown, the 
Hardest Working Man in Show Quiz-
ness, challenges with 10 rounds test-
ing a wide variety of subjects ranging 
from general knowledge, film and 
current affairs questions. A total of 
RMB800 in Camel vouchers are up for 
grabs, plus plenty of shots to keep the 
atmosphere lively and competitive.
// Every Tuesday, 8pm, free entry. The 
Camel, B1, Hengyu Plaza, 188 Xinghai 
Lu, SIP 苏州工业园区星海街188号恒宇
广场一期富邦华一银行地下一楼 (512 
6547 9759)

EVENtS

City SCENES

SSIS Suzhou Amazing Race 2017
This year’s SSIS Suzhou Amazing Race was the best and biggest 
to date. Twenty teams and 79 players took part in a fast-paced 
race around the city, completing 15 tasks including one fast-
forward, one roadblock, and two U-turns. While several teams 
were neck and neck through most of the day as they visited vari-
ous sponsors and Suzhou business along the race route, ‘Under 
Pressure!’ (members Justin Oullette, Matt Ives, Karen Turner and 
Peter Coats) beat out their competition and finished the race 
in just over three hours. The event raised over RMB7,000 for 
Habitat for Humanity and Million Tree Project.

  Discover Wellness at 
SANGhA by octave
SANGHA by Octave is offering a two 
days one night package that includes 
accommodation at the AT ONE 
Wellness Hotel, and access to a range 
of wellness programs and learning 
workshops. Starts from RMB12,000, 
and a three days’ advance reservation 
is recommended.
// 199 Yangcheng Huan Lu, Suzhou 
Industrial Park 苏州工业园区阳澄环路
199 号 (512 6257 8888)

  Christmas Afternoon Tea
Treat your family and friends to the festive Christmas afternoon tea at Crowne Plaza 
Suzhou and enjoy traditional Christmas treats like elk-shaped macaroon, German 
stolen, Yule log cake and other favorites by the hotel’s talented pastry team, all 
served with a view of the beautiful Jinji Lake.
// Sunday, December 24 and Monday December 25, 1-5pm. RMB388 for two people.  
Crowne Plaza Suzhou, 168 Xinggang Jie, SIP 苏州工业园区星港街168号  (512 6761 6688)

  Christmas Eve Dinner
Enjoy a scrumptious feast on Christmas 
Eve at Kempinski Hotel Suzhou with 
festive dishes, live music, fun games, 
and a special visit from Santa Claus 
with gifts for kids. Tickets to the event 
will automatically give you a change to 
win fancy lucky draw prizes like the iP-
hone 8 and free stays at any Kempinski 
hotels across the world.
// Sunday, December 24, 6-9.30pm. 
RMB788 net per adult & RMB399 net per 
child. Kempinski Hotel Suzhou, 1 Guobin 
Lu, SIP 苏州工业园区国宾路1号 (512 
6289 7888)

  Countdown Party at hyatt 
Regency Suzhou
Ring in 2018 with family and friends at 
Hyatt Regency Suzhou with live band and 
DJ performances, festive cocktails, cana-
pés and expect 8,000 falling balloons in 
the middle of the 29-story atrium. 
// Sunday, December 31. RMB258 net 
per ticket. 88 Huachi Jie 华池街88号 
(512 6288 1234 or email suzhr-pastry.
boutique@hyatt.com)
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SANGhA by oCTAvE
An Expansive Waterfront Wellness Retreat in Suzhou

Spanning 189,000 square meters on the 
peninsula of Suzhou’s Yangcheng Lake, 
SANGHA by OCTAVE is an immersive well-

ness retreat dedicated to nurturing one’s holis-
tic wellbeing. 

In addition, SANGHA (the Sanskrit word 
for community) is also a residential community 
with a range of villas, apartments and other 
living spaces, all created with the idea of 
mindful living and learning as its theme, thanks 
to the harmonious unity created between the 
architecture and its serene surroundings. 

Combining the best in Asian healing 
philosophy and advanced Western science, a 
team of experienced medical experts, wellness 
trainers, Ayurveda practitioners and TCM 
doctors at SANGHA’s HOLISTIC WELLNESS 
CLINIC hosts a selection of curated wellness 
programs and workshops on premise – 
including ones that focus on self-discovery, 
women’s health, stress management, post-
natal recovery, Ayurvedic cleansing, and other 
therapeutic and wellness programs.

For those looking to pamper yourself, 
Sangha by Octave boasts one of the most 
comprehensive spas in Asia with treatments 
aimed to relieve stress, as well as to purify 
and rejuvenate one’s body. Meanwhile at the 
LEARNING VILLAGE, guests can partake in 

unique courses and workshops designed to 
cultivate mindfulness, leadership and family 
relationship techniques focusing on different 
aspects of one’s needs. 

Here, you’ll also find THOUGHT FOR 
FOOD restaurant, where dishes created by 
an internationally acclaimed culinary team 
with input from naturopathic doctors and 
nutritionists will delight the palates of its guests, 
while improving their bodies.

At SANGHA, guests and residents are 
guided on a journey of mindful learning and 
reconnecting with your inner self, others and 
nature to find the true meaning of life.

199 Yangcheng Huan Lu, Suzhou 
Industrial Park, Jiangsu Province 江苏
省苏州工业园区阳澄环路199 号 (512 
6257 8888)
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